
Cordon traps enemy 

Americ~ rips NVA • 
ID 

Dl'C PllO - Amrriral Division sol· 
dicr.; of thr 11th Brigad1"s Isl Bn .. !0th 
Inf. . a nd r"·o plaloons of Armored Per­
~onnt>I r3rrie r~ from F. Troop, Isl Ca\· . . 
c-ornblr.t'(f to i&illh: I ht•3 vy rasualtits on 
an f'n trtncht-d ~VA battnlion in a dar· 
Ion~ battle. two miles north of Due Pho. 

The ~o ldiers acC'ountC'd (or %9 NV . ..\ 
ki111•d. 1h1• rapture of 3 AKHs. I AK~l67 . 

a .30 caliber RPD machine~un, and an 
R?mm mortar tube. base pla te. sights and 
IS rounds of ammunit ion . . . 

Co. C. Isl Bn ., 20th Inf. moved Crom 
lht>1r overnight position and began a 
~v.· t•ep. movmg from east.. lo wt>sl, hoping 
to ckar tht> an•a ·of enrmy troops who 
had bef'n harassing ARVNs and c1v1lians 
working on a nearby rural developmt•nt 
pro1ec1. The company split into three 
i.:roups for Caster and less C'Onspicuous 

~UO\'t.'nl t.' OI . 
Tbr third plaloon, th• lead olrmenl, 

's"'t•pl into an a rea that an NVA baualion 
• was us inl:: ror a ~roupin~: area . The t•nt' · 
., mv " ·as entrenched on rhret• )idt•s 6r lhe 
'o~n an• a and bt·i.:an rlrin~ autom;.tta· 

._..t•apons :rnd M79 rounds . 

Thr second platoon pullt'<I bark and 
tht.'n tr it•d lo flank the NVA 's po~itions 
from the east but wert> also pinned down 
by heavy and accurale hrt . 

··we " ·e re pinned down in a hollO \li"t'<i 
out area and every hnH' one or us trif"<l to 
move we were shot at. They -.·ere throw· 
mg eve rything at us and If 1t hadn't ~l'n 
ror J a nsky (Spec. -' llay mond Jansky), 
we mighl nevt• r have gotten out alive:· 
s•td S~c. ~ Gill Noe. 

Jansky took up the story, "Thtrt Wt'fl' 

a couple guys wounded and th(•y nN-<led a 
dust-oH but bdng pmne<l down this was 
looking impossihlt• . I heard the APCs of( 

Viet valor earns 2 
nation's top honor 

to our ri~ht aboul 600 yards awa)' so I 
l'ra"led i.IWi.1)' from the otht•rs \lihllt" lht"y 
laid down a \.'Over of hre." 

··crawli n ~ and dod~in~ behind trrrs I 
madt• it 10 the APCs and dirt•t· ted thrm to 
the rr!i.I of th\· mtn still pinnt•d down. ·· 
Jan:i.ky conti nuf.'d. "The APC.:s laid down 
a base of fire~· hich enablt·d us to ~t· t In· 
s ide an<l lht•n ~e evacuated our woundt•d 
to a pic k-up zone.'' 

To the wC's t Co. D had bt•en insertrd · 
by ht~liropters rrom tht' 17-llh A.)sault 
llelkoµ1er Co. lo ~h·l' sup1>0rt to its sis ter 
compa ny. Anolht"r platoon or E Troop 
joined with the inrantrymen who tht>n be· 
,.:an to push east toward the entrf.'nched 
~VA who wen· kl'epm~ Co. £) pinned 
down . 

Starr S~I. Will ia m F. Kelley cold or his 
f.'Ompany's act ions. ·· wl' ldt ont• platoon 
bark with our padts and star ted our 
swt•tp. We n•ct• iv~I sniper firt• the -.·hall' 

Kelley shot one NVA and :rnw that oth· 
l'rs wrre hiding 111 holt•s dug bal·k 11110 lht• 
bank or the trench . While hl• threw .:re· 
nadl's into them , Eickorr ('Ovcn·J him . 1l 
was In this s;ime trent·h thut the Ki!mm 
mortar was Councl. by thl.'sc two men . 

Another company. inst•rletl as a block· 
ing Corce durint-: the day, joined wtth 
Companies C and D in an allempl lo cor­
don the NV A force. Stloradic fh:htin~ con­
trnued as darkness rcll on the blood­
stamt-d baltlcfil'ld. 

lfruklng ·was his eli,:hl·year-old 
son Wrsl•y C. llosk1ng. Accrpl· 
ing ror Michael were his por· 
ents. Mr. and Mrs . Roy 0 . Ml· Vol. 5, No. 26 . U.S. Army, Vietnam June 30, 1969 

LONG BINll - ln r.Nnl cer~ 
monlt•s al the White lfou:i.e, the 
Medal of Honor was presenled 
posthumously to M. Sgt. Charles 
E. lloskint. Jr., and SCX'<'. ~ Don 
L. Mlrhael. 

chael. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Hosking was cltl'tl for his ac­
tions while serving os company 
advisor In lhe Ill Corps Civilian 
Irregular Drfense Group Reac· 
lion U•llallon. While he was pre· 
paring a Vlei Cong suspect for 
mo,·cment to a base C'amp, the 
suspttt Krabbed a grenade from 
llosklng "s b<'lt, armod It, and 
run toward the company com· 
mand aroup standing nearby . 
Heulltlna: the suspect's lnlent, 
llosklng, with no reK•rd for his 
own sufety , threw the man ro 
the around ind t'Ovtr~ his 
body . The 1renodt''s dC'ton1Uon 
klllt'<I both or them . llosklng's 
ucllon savrd the rtsl of the com· 
mand sroup from death or 
strlous Injury. 

Mlch8tl was rlu.t for his IC· 
lions while servlnR wllh Co. C, 
41h Rn., :IOlrd Inf., 173rd Air­
borne llrlKade. As his squad W•s 
moving forward lo Investigate 
enemy Bf.'llvlty, they encoun· 
tered sevtral Viel Con1 who en. 
ir•&OO thtm with automatic 
Wl"apons from a concealed bunk· 
er. Ills squad l><'tnr pinned 
down, Michael expo.sed hlm5"1! 
and threw two grtnades. Thest 
havlnc failed, he maneuvered 
within 20 feel or lhe bunker and 
threw two more grtn1des. Agai'n 
l><'lng unsuct"esslul. he returned 
to his squad and secured two 
more grenades. Again maneu· 
vertn1 on the position, he de-­
st royed It despite he•vy utlllery 
fire . Ile pursued the retreating 
enemy untll he became mortally 
woundf'd . 

Atteptlnr the awanl from 
Presldenl Richan! Nlson for 

Rapid ~eplacement 
marks movement 
of 25,000 U.S. Gls 

LONG BlNll-Ptini for tho replacemenl of 25.000 U.S . 1roop1 
In Vie-tnam with Vietnamese ro~s are rc-«lvlnc "rapid and onJt-r· 
ly aclton," according to Adm . John S. McCain Jr., commander-In· 
t·hl<f, l'aclllc. 

McCain made his niporl to Sttrclary of Defense Melvin Laird 
following a lhree-<lny session held In Honolulu, llawall, by o military 
and civilian task force char,ed with worklnc out delalls for lho 
red•ploymenl of lhe U.S. lroo~ . 

The m.-etlap followed lhe recent summll ronlenin<:<1 between 
Prestdenl Nlson and Soulh Vietnamese President Ncuyen Van 
Thieu al Midway Island where the announ<:<1mont WIS made or the 
U.S. lroop wllhdrawal ond con<'Urrenl replacement by ARVN unll1 . 

The lask force r~mmended lo Laird lhat an Initial conUngenl 
of · U.000 troops from the Pih Infantry Division and the Marines ' 
lnl Division tum their mission over to South Vlelnamese unlto. 
AcUnr on lhe rroup'1 recommendations, the Penta1on announced 
that the flrst American unlt to leave wou)d be a 900-man battalion 
of the tth Division. The batt.o!Jon ...W be alrU~ to the Unlled 
St.oles befoni mid.July and wlll be lnacUvaled. • 

Destlaadou fOC' llM! movement ol the troops will be announced 
laler, McCain said. 

At the Midway m.-eUnr. NJ.son had promised that the move 
would bcsln within 30 days. 

In his jolnl rommunlque with Thieu, Nixon expressed hope that 
further troop withdrawals would be poulble chis year. 'lie said a 
review of lhe siluaUon would be made In Aucust and al recular 
inlenals thettafter. He promise-d lhat announc.111nenls would be 
made on furtht-r replacemenu as decisions are made. 

The President SJtld further troop withdrawals depended on the 
rt-adiness of South Vietnamese fo~i to rPplace the U.S. troops 
l><'lng redeployed, progreu of the Paris peace IJllks and level of 
enemy acUvlly .In the sculb . Nixon emphasized that no action 
would be token which might threaten the safely or U.S. or allied 
troops. 

"So action wlU be lakea which endol\Bers the alt.alnmenl or 
· our objeeUve, the right or sell-<letermlnalion for the people o~ 

South Vietnam," he said. 
Nlson said thol the intlial redcploymenl had bee.. n suggesled"· 

by Thieu. 
Speaking lmmedlalely after Nison , Thieu outline<! his govern· 

mt"nt's goal for newsmen. 
"It Us btta the .-st.oat purpose ol the governmenl or lhe 

Republic of Vietnam to sh.oulder an increasing sh.are Jn the struigle 
to defend freedom In Vietnam and to allevlale the burden• nobly 
assumed by the Unlled Stales. 

··Jn the pasl months the slrengthenlng of the Vlelnamese armed 
forces through eeneral mobtU:taUon and the rapid progress in 
paclllcatlon and rural development have made II possible !or ·me 
to Inform President Nixon th31 lhe armed forces of Vietnam are 

'now :1bl'! •r, " ' :. .. .. 1 .. .... :1: :- .... : ffl r '.h,.. :-,.·•!:H'CO"ltnt nf American 

.··· •, - · ••. j.:. ... 
· ~ , 

1· • 

' · 
. "' \.. 

'"ONE BLOW UPoN HIS bugle's horn, were worth a 
thousand men."-Overlooking A Shau Valley, a bugler 
from the lOlst Airborne Divi~ion plays taps at a memorial 
service for the fallen soldiers of the 2nd Bn., 31!'.lth Arty., 
,\,.,.,I'\ 'l'•' "' 1. · q .,, ! ;"'\ •':"', ..,'!l'r"lt lhl ~ Cl' • lt : •~ ,., f'" ;lt 'l'.'l" 
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Viet.n.am Communique June 9-15 

Gunships (ip Reds during week 
Communlsl gunntrs rontlaut<I thtlr 

•nault on cltl~s and military bases dur· 
Ill,( lllf> pa51 wttk , ~uJtaJnln~ bra\·y ra!llu · 
alUtS lo lhe Pn>c:1'SS . 

Old Rf'llubles ol lhe 91h Infantry Dh'I· 
slon and suppurUng gunsblps klll<d a 
h~h aun>b<r ol !hr <nel1\)' ,.·hlle taking 
(t"W C'1n.u•Ults In arUon lht" put " 'f'f'k. 

T'ropk l.l~htnlni: •oldkrs of lbe 25th 
larantry Dh l1lon t'DKMJ:t•d aa undt-tt'r• 
mla<d aun11wt' ol \'tl'I l'nnc In ont lb>"• 
anion, " 'Ith the lloal oult-onie llstt<I as 67 
ol Ille enemy klllrd. 

Skytroo~rs ol !ht• hi 'Cavalry Dh'l· 
stoa ,..,,. ulrlllled tato a \'C blinker com· 
plf'x durln1: ont" da~· ·s ;a('Uon 'A'llh rhe f'n· 
s ulni ha11Ult" ~· 1.-ldlng 16 f'nf'm y df'ad . 

9th Inf Div 

A platoon or North Vielnamese Army 
solditrs were placidly tnjoying their rvr­
ntng mtal June I~ when the)' had untX· 
pt'<'lttl U.S. 9th Infantry Division vtsltou 
from lhc sky. The rtsults wtrt a largt 
nunl.bcr or overturned rlrt> bowls and 
nlM l'IVA dnd . 

A Raogrr tram or Co. E. 75th Inf .. and 
•U11parting bcllcopler gunships surprised 
the NVA eight mites southtast ol Tan An 
Jn lbe Mekong Delta . "Wt saw thtm from 
a Sllrk around somt hootchrs chowing 
110,. ... ;• sakl ltam ltudcr Lt. Al Zapanta. 
"It ,. . ., b<."Ou!llul. Tht)' had thtlr AK-~7 
rifles lJlr •lilcktd In o pile." 

"We caught them completely by sur· 
prise whtn " 'e landrd," he said. " Thtrt 
wtrt rice "°"'Is Jlytng through !hr air. 
IV<• just spraytd the whole ilfta with 
rtrr." The mtmbrrs ol ltangtr ttam IS, 
who spotttd the cnem)', arcounttd for six 
NVA soldltrs white gunships or B Troop, 
lrd Bn., 17th Air Cav. added three mort. 

Anothrr Ranger team ol Co. E, aldtd 
b)' gunships ol lhe 9th Avn. Bn .• killrd 
rlGht Viti Cong troopers nine mites west 
ol Dong Tum whtn thty landtd In a hot 
Landing Zont. 

Ranger Team n began taklni lire as 
soon as It was landed Into th• LZ and re· 
turntd the llrt, kllllna two VC .. sunshlp 
''""" llytnr eovtr overhtad kllltd six 
more. Btlore betn1 removed, th<! 
ltanK•n picked up one B~O rodel 
launcher with two rounds, lour Chinen 
Communlsl hand grenadts and 10 AKU 
magutnu. 

Elsewhtre In !ht division area ol oper• . 
atlon, Co . D. lrd lln., 601h Inr. combined 
with Cobra runs~tr• or o Troop, lrd Bn., 
~th Air Cav. to kit 12 VC. 

25th lnl Div 

Jn actions In tho 2~th Infantry Divl· 
slon's arta ol operation Juno IJ, Tropic 
U1htntn1 troopers ktlled 17 Viet Cona 
troops. 

The largest tn1a1emenl of the day OC- · 
· curred tlrhl milts soulhtaat ol Phu 

Khung shortly alter t a .m. when In· 
lanlrymen. ol the Isl Bn., %7th Inf. en· 
aaatd an undetermined number ol eMmy 
who employed 60mm mortar roundJ. and 
small arms llre.-

1 Calllng in ll&hl nro team1, · artlllery 
and air support, lhe Infantrymen stlet1~ 
the enemy lire. A hall-hour later. while , · 
condurlln& a sweep ol the area with Com­
panies B and C ol lht 2nd Baltalton, nnd · 
Jnl . thty came upon the enemy again and ,,,_ 
kUled 31, whlle detalnln& two VC sus- • 
ptcts . Two AK47 rtnu and one SKS rtne .. 
were captured u well as one IOmm and 
one 82mm mortar. . 

Tropic Ughtnlng Infantrymen from · 
the 2nd Bn .• 14th Inf., en1a1ed four Viti 
Cons In a hedstrow 111...mtlts northwest 
of Cu Chi... kilUn1 all !our In a brief llre­
llsht. 

Anothtr company · of Infantrymen. 
worktn1 a hall a mUt away tncaged a 
trio ol VC In a nrt1t1"ht and killed all 
three. . . .. , 

In the Ho Bo WoodJ. seven miles 
northwtst of Cu Chi, a U&ht ObservaUon 
Helicopter from . the lrd Squadron, . 4th 

·*' 
Ca\'. rt<'l'i·~( d sma ll arms lirr from a Arnt")' •olditrs , eslimalrd to hav,• btt'n 
concroltd VC position. Tht chopp,•r killed thret days t'arli••r . 
callrd In a trlkts and a lat••r swetp ol 
the area rtvraltd the bodits ol two dt•ad 
VC. 

Jn olhtr ac.'tions throughout the divi · 
slon. 19 more VC wen~ kille-d. brini,:inJ,: 
lhf' day's total to 67. 

1st Cav Div 

Skylroopt•rs ol the ISi c a ,·ulr)' DM· 
ston locked the Norlh Vltlnanwse Army 
in 15 srparatt rontat·ts Junr 9 and ramt• 
out thr O\' trwhelming winnl'r - "O NV:\ 
deud 10 O American dead . 

Eltmrnts ol two b> ttalions ol Sky· 
trco~r:s dropi>t'd ln unrxp..•ctt•rllr by air ­
lift on o major NV A bunker conwtcx U 
miles northeast ol Tay Ninh In the duy 's 
largest batlle. The Air Cav. companits 
lhtn starltd tightening the ring around 
the Communist< while atrstrlkts, artil· 
lcry and gunships raktd lhe eV<'r·clos lng 
perimeter. The gunships worked ciost-ln. 
culling loost with both rocket and min i· . 
gun llrt. 

By dusk when all NV A resistance had 
collapsed, Skytroopcrs counied 16 entmy 
dead and troopers from the 2nd Bn., 5th 
Cav, found a llv•·ton cache ol rice tnstd< 
a bunker. Nlnt troopers wtrt woundtd In 
!ht action. 

4th Inf Div 

An atttmpted Norlh Vielnamrst Arni)' 
ambush ol a ~th Infantry Division ronvo)' 
on Hlchway QL-1~ . nine milts north or 
Pleiku baekltred Juno II as lnlanlrymen 
supported by artillery and aunshlps ktlled 
37 NVA would-be attacktrs. 

About two hours lattr, live miles north 
ol the section ol hlahway on which th< 
abortive ambush look plact, Co. A, ' nd 
Bn .. 3~1h Inf. en11astd · 11vo NVA soldltrs . 
In the brltf ltrellaht, lhe troopers killed 
one ol lhe entmy 1oldltrt and caplur<"<l 
one AKU rlllt and one SKS rtrle. 

Eltmenls ol Co. C, 2nd Bn .. 3~th Inf .. 
operatln& tn an area 16 mites north ol 
Plriku. found two fresh craves containing 
lht• bodlts of Rve North Vietnamese 

1st lnl Div 

" .-\her a week of savai:e ni:;h1ing, troop· 
l'fli of thl• 1st lnfontr)' Di\'lslon t•xp,•ri ­
enCl'd 11 pl•riod of relative C'alm June 12 
as thl'\" Dl'C'ounted for seven t•nemy killed 
and th• capturr ol II AKH rifl,·s , on• 
Rockrt Prop~lled Grenadt• Launcher, 1wo 
Chinese Communist 9mni pistols and 100 
rounds ol rice . 

Tht• most siGnllit•anl acllon involl'ed 
Co . A. 2nd Bn., 2nd Inf. In that tncounter. 
lwo milt•s south ol Quan Loi. the Bi~ n,,d 
Orw troopers killcd Cour North Vietnam­
ese Arm\' soldil•rs in thl! desolate jun..:le 
ureu. Th.t•y C'tlflturt'd two AK-'7 rifles , a 
Chkom 9mm pistol, Mnd an HPG luunrh­
rr. 

In olher sca ttt•rrd clashrs, lht troop­•rs kllltd thrte Vit•I Con~ and captun•.d 
nine AKH rifles, one RPG launcher, a 
Chlcom 9mm pi•tol. and 100 pounds ol 
rice. 

' Americal~Div., 

Thln11s didn 't go better Cokt for 
nine Vi<t Cong June 9. They rt muktn~ 
home·mode hanct s:rtnnctcs castd In 
Coca.Cola cans tn a hut along the access 
rond between Due Pho und the Amerkul 
Division's Landlnt: Zone llroneo wht.'n onl' 
of tht' 1.:r('mu..h·s· " cooked off." The tX· 
ploston touchtd off !he batch or vc 
KOodles. lc11linK live and wounding four 
more. 

America! MP's ractd to lht sctnc and 
got the woundod to medical attention lni· 
niedlattly, Tht injured Rrtnado-mukers 
laler conltsstd what lhty had brtn 
doing, They admitted !hat while It wus 
wet , It wu wild. 

Amtrlcal soldiers kllltd 2~ VC and H 
North Vtetnam .. c Army soldiers In 29 
stpar1te lnctdrnts lhe umc day. In lh• 
lar1es1 balll~. troopers ol the hi Jln., 

, 20th Inf. alone with soldiers from ~: 
Troop, Isl Cav. and "the 11th Llghl Inf. 
Udt. ktlltd 18 NVA In a bltltr llrell~ht 
two milts wtst ol Dur Pho. 

Action throughout the Amtrlcal Dlvl· · 

PROVIDING SECURITY while hill unit takes a break ia 
George Harmon. Tiie 9th Infantry Division aoldier is · a platoon 
uairned to the -4th lh , :>9t.lt Tnf. 

Ste. 
Sgt. 

slon 's arca or opcrati°' the fpllowing dar 
round Communist troOpeu rt1-:htinJ:. mort· 
now but enjoying II ll'ss as 28 North Vi t•t · 
namrse Army soldlrrs and 22 Viet Cong 
died in combat. 

11th ACR 

In a day of vicious Ci~hting rn.•ar Ow 
city ol An Loe June 9, the 11th Armored 
Caval ry Htginwnl team<"<! up with units 
ol lhe Isl lnlanlry Division and supporl · 
In~ !ire lo kill 36 North Vlt•lnumrse Army 
soldiers In one action. 

The da)''s llghtln~ began wlwn th <· 
Rlackhorse trooper:s rushed mto nn an•a 
wtwrc lst Division soldiers were t.>ni.:a~l't l 
Wilh 11 stubborn NVA unit l'ast or An Loe.: . 

Deploying thl•lr Slwrtdan Htnk~ ;uni 
Armor c d Cuvalry Auuuh Vehil°ll'S 
ovatn:iil lhl' well-entrenl•ht•d NVA Con·e. 
the ravalrymen soon forced them to wilh· 
tlraw into thL• ir Jun.:h~ l~osltion . Thl:' t•ne· 
mr loft 36 dead behind . 

Two d;iy s lute r. lhe illh Armored C<1v· 
airy ReJ.: lment, lst lnfuntry otvislnn uml 
•oldit•rs ol the Republic ol Vletn;im killed 
10 Viet Cong anfi · captured numL•rous 
weapons and munltion!i . .... 

The lafJ,:t'Sl COC'he or thl· day was 
unearttwct by llth Cuv. soltl il"rs untlcr op· 
era11nnul control of lhe Uli.: llt>tl One 
ulon.: wilh Ht•11t1bllc or Vh•llutm Clvillun 
l rn·..:u lar Dt•(enst• GrmJ11 (Clllt:) nh·m · 
brrs one mile south or l.oc Ninh. Tlu•r 
round 700 pounds or nl'e , 20 pounds ul 
sui t, a 60mm rnortnr tuhl· , an aulomutic' 
rlrte . u m ol'l1lncJ,:un , three l'Hrhinl'~ 111111 
six SKS r!Ht•• . 

199th Inf Bde 

Two Vil'I Con1: d ll'<l and one stlr·COll · 
frsn•d VC ond 21eYl'TI suspcc:t::s were th•­
lulned J1\11e to by Hedcu.ll'11crs us lli.:ht 
Kellon prov ed to bl:' lhe onkr o( lhl• lla)' 
!or !he 19Ulh l.iKhl lnlun!ry Briguch• . 

The duy's only klllln~s look plu•·e !U 
miles southwest ol Saigon when llcdt"al · 
chers from Co. C, 5th Jin., 12th Jnr. en· 
KaK•d the two VC while swt•eplng the 
url:'ll with on ARVN unlt. The SWl'l'P abu 
uncovered nine bunkers conlul11in1: lhrc1• 
Chinese Communis t vrenudl:'s, one booby 
!rap kit and • niedic•t aupply bug . 

While probing the muddy bunks ol 11 
canol clghl miles southwtst ol Sulgon 
June 12, 19l!h Llghl lnlunlry llrlgade 
troopers unearthed a munltlnn• cuche 
contai ning olmost 11,000 rouuds ol AK47 
ammunition . 

Elements ol Co. A. ~lh lln ., 12th Inf. 
dlscovertd 10,980 rounds , p•ckcd In 15 
wooden boxes as they made one ol thtlr 
p~rlodlc aearchl•s ol rhe canal bunks. It 
was e stimated lhut the ammunition had 
been burlcd In the mud from rwo to lhrcc 
months. 

"This ts the serond largtsl munlllons 
rache we've found In the same art'u wllh· 
In lhe lust two wtcks," remarked Brl · 
Rade S-2 Olllcer Capt. Bernard P. 
Thomas . ltecently, a Hot Chunh led Red · 

· calchers lo a 4,200 round cache of AK47 
ammunition. 

1st Avn Bde 

Cobra gunships ol lhc 351st Avn . .(:o .. 
17th Combat Avn . Gp . early June II re· 
cetved enemy lire l"hlle flying rover ror 
a Medevac helicopter mission at Ben llcl. 

· a lat Field Force fire aupporl base lo­
cated at an ARVN camp II miles west· 
norlhweat of Dak To. 

Ctrrllng over the camp, which was un­
der Indirect llrt, the gunshlP' pilo ts used 
precision flytn1 .. they atraltd tree un .. 
ntar Ben llet's abuthern perlmtter. The 
choppers showed no red warning lights In 
their cockpits approachlntr the NV A fire . 

Moments belore the llledevac landed, 
two entmy mortar rounds .xploded on 
the htllcopter pad. But the aUck pilot 
continued his mlaalon as tht Cobra pilots 
fltw between him .00 tho NV A positions. 
pouring suppressive lire on lhe enemy 
1unners. 


