
Enemy on,mouritain routed 
T.\ Y NIN ll-E1wmy soldh•rs burrowt•tl in t·~n·es 

ant!• lrt'ncht•s on the sides oC Nui Ba Dl•n (Blal·k 
Vir):in Mountain) nl' IU Ta)' Ninh Count! tht• ru~:i,:t•d 
mountain of lilllt• ht•l p in h•nd111g orr tfrtt•rmrnt'tl 
attacks by Amt•riran forct•s. 

In a rtet•nl lwo-da)' ballle lhul rag,•d up and 
down lh•• mounlain. 4? NVA and VC were kil11•d 
by 751h lnlanlry Dil•ision arlillerr :0111! hghl fin· 
tt•ams, 1st Infantry Division soldit•rs undt•r lht• 
opt•rallonal control of tht• ?5th Oivisinn nnd .-\ar 
rort'l' Jl't!' . 

Tht• t•11t·nw was itlt·ntifh·d us t•lt•nu•nts nf tin• 
ilh VC Ol\·1~ion. wh1d' 1:-. 7~-90 lh'1· t ' t•nl NV .-\ 
munne-ct . 

arms !in• :.:an• away thl' lo<·ation or t)H• t'TH' lll )' 
th\'ision t•h•mt•nts and llll' jt'ls tore inlo the posi­
tions on thl• rtX:ky mounluinside . 

As the j,•ts bluslt'tl ;•way at llll' t•ncmy from 
!ht• sky, t51h Division urlillery un<l light fin • 
lt•Hms, along wilh thl' 1st Division's :!nd Bn .. :!nd 
1 nl.. and Trop1<' Li~hlninK soldiers ol 1he tnJ lln .. 
t.fth Armor, pt.Hll•d up to till' bust• o( tlw mountain . 

Whl' fl the artilh·ry harruge and air s tnkt·~ 
subsid"·d, lht• 1•11emy •1th·mptt.•d lo h·uv,• tht.·ir 
l'aves uml 11atural bunkers in lht.' ho1w of ~t'ltin~ 
oH Nui Ba Dl•n bl•fon• tlwy l'ould lw t•1rn..:ht 111 a 
th'W 011sluu..:ht from abo\'t'. llut llw 1•111·111y ran 
thrt•t.'lly rnto tht" bl l>tVl!\lOll 1nfunt ry 111t·11 . who 
nrn.:ht th1•111 by surpnst.• .. 

This Ul'tlon Curt•t•d tb r l'IH! m)' l>al'k intu lltt' 
l"aves, whl·rt· anotlll'r round o( ;;air !'ilrlkt•s untl 
artillt•ry barraJ.:l'S Hwaih•tl Ull'm . 

CLOSE SCRUTINY is npplic<l by Spec. ~ Larry Waite 
n• he chL'<.'k• out one o( the tunnel• (ound near Tnm Ky hy 
the IOl•t Airborne Divi•ion during Operation Lnmnr 
Pin in. 

Tht• m:tion bt•gun wht•n Tropil' Lightnin~ ­
l'OtHrollt•d sohlit.•rs. aidl·t.I by massivt.> ttrlllkry 
burraJ,:es and air stnkts, routt'd elenwnts or lhl• 
VC di\•1sion as lht•)' trll'd to ussl•mbll' ul the bast• 
nf Nu1 BH Dt•n , six 1111ll·S northl·n st or Tur N111h . 

Thf' rnlrt'nrbNI t'nf'my soldl~u at."tuullr 
brouJ,:hl ubout their own dt•strul'tlon ~shoot111~ 
al Air Fort'l' F -t OOs lhal were maklnO,.. pn·· 
plannt·d air stnkt• on lht• mountain . Thl smull 

Lull• in th1• afternoon of the s1·t.·ontl day, th1· 
~ht'lhnJ.: stn1>ped mul tht• BIJ.: Ill•d Om• soltlh•r:<1 
1110\•t•tl 1111 lo :<1Wt't'JI lhe :-. IH'll ·pcH:k1•t l slopt•. 'J'tu·y 
found lht• lmdu•s of lO l'neniy soltlh-n. kilh•d h) 
sntull arms f1r1•, bn11i.:i11J.: th1· twn·d~1y hodr nu111I 
011 Nu1 Ha Dl•n to ~:! . 

More Reliables leave, too 

First Guard unit redeploys 
UING lllNll - Tiu• n•tlt•plo)'· 

mrnC of Amt·rfrt111 ~n~fllers i:nt 
llllth•rwMy ,..ilh u jun11• us :<1il· 
l'Uhlt• unlls of th~ 91h lnhmlry 
Dh·lston tlt•1u.artctl for lhc Unllt'tl 
Stuh•!f. on Julr ~ nntl u~uln 011 

Jul\' 13 u111I U . 
.l~1h· 13 abn wu:<1 lht• du\' thal 

th1· rir:'ll Armr Nulinnul (:uunl 
111111 In cll'IHlri lh1· lfrpuhllt· of 
\'h•111a111 1111tlt-r l'reslth•111 NI:<· 
011 ·~ un111n1nt.·t'cl '!3 .000-mun lrcu111 
n·llt•ploy 11w111 h·fl Hirn Hou Air 
Forn• Bu!\.. for th• · l l11i t. •tl 
Slult'' · 
~h·mlh' I"' of !ht• .-rh Ol\'l:'llon ', 

3rd 1111 . , AOlh Inf. bt·cunlt' th1· 
flr~I ,\111crlc1rn lroop~ to rt•lur11 
umt1•r lhf' rcdt·ploynwnt pro· 
a:.rum . Thf'r lt•h lht• rt•110bllt.­
July M, uflt'r b~in~ rlown by 
dwp1u·r~ lo Tun Son Nhut Air 
Forn· BU:!tl' rrom dtvlslon ht"lHi· 
11u11r1t•r:<1 ul l>ona:. Tum . 

Al pl11m· ~1c1, . n·rf'mnnl1•-.. lh1· 
Old llt<llnhle. h1·unl f11n •w1· ll rt'· 

murk .. rr11111 Cc.-nt'rul Cn·h:htn11 
W. ,.\brurn" . t·ornrnumlrr of U.S. 

·fon·t", in V1t·tru11n. 1111tl ll1·11t1hlll· 
nr \'1d1111rn l'r1· .. 1d1·11t Na:.11rt•11 
\'1111 Thlt·u . Th1•\· 1h1•11 hoanh·d 
t'·11 St11rlil11·r' (ur ~ld .. 'hord .·\Ir 

Fnn•t• HuM', Wush., wherf' lhey 
wrrl' ret.•c•ln~ wilh furtht'r t•ert• · 
monic·s hlt:hli,.,:hlt•d by thl' prt•s· 
t'l\l't' of t;1•nerul Wlllldm Wf':tl · 
nrnrdand. Army chlt•f or stuff. 

I.Mu. lhMn • wttk IMler, th1• 
sc•t•u ntl c·trnlln~enl u( 91h lllvhlon 
!\tildtrr:< lt"tl from Ult-n Hou Air 
Fnn•t• Hu~1'. Tlu·~r wert· nu·m · 
l>••r> ul 1h1• 41h Jin .. Hlh lnl.. 
purl uf tht' :!nd lltlr . M11hllt• Ith" 
t<rlm· F11n·1•. 

Airborne unit finds 

The 1l11nl ~ru11Jl ul 111<1 Ho· · 
lluhh•:\ 111 lit• n·drplor1·d It'll l\lt'n 
lluu Cur Fl. l.t •wb . Wu:<1h., Jul~· 
I~ . lm·hukd In lhb ..:rnu1, wc·n· 
/11t'111Lwrs of llw Jn! Hn ., Hlh 
Inf . llt>utlt1unrli·rs nnd llt•ucl · 
qunrlrrs Cu. nr lht• 1nd Ude .. 
111ut tht' 6~th lnl. Plu10011 , u 
,,·ou t dn..: u111t. 

M-.111whll1'. lh•• fir.I ol lhr 
Arnn- Nutlonul t;uunl units 111 
ht" r~·tunu·il to lhe Unlh•d Slult·~ 
ldl Jul)' IS from Bien lion. abandoned hospital Tho iSOlh Mt'<llr•I Dclnl'h · 
mtnl. stalloned 111 LonK Utnh , 

· (kw lo Slundllor<l Fl•l<l, Lnul• · 
viii• . for demoblll1u1lon al Fl. 
Cumpbdl, K)'. The uni! wu !hen 
n·<'onstllult"ll In th~ Nutlonol 
Guurd ul its home slallon In Dir· 

l'.Ull' l'.\l'E - ,\ hosJ>llUI 
, l"011t(llr'( C'Dl>Ublt• of srrvin..: nn 
r>llmuh•d NVA brl~u<l• 111" be•n 
tlhC'O\'t•n•d by u plaloon or tht• 
IOlsl Alrl>orn• l>lvl<lon'• Isl Jin .. 
30:?ntl Abn . lnf .. In tht• mountnln!tl 
'nu1hw1"~ l or Tum Ky . 

Tht• st•t·ontt 11lu1oon or Co . 0 
rouml tht• l'Omplf'x on u rt•<'On· 
nu1ssu1u.'l"ln·lon~ mlsslop . 

Th,• polnl man, Sptt. ~ Wll· 
lium II . Wullrr . suw lhe hos1>I· 
lul's htr)(e it1 Ul'tUrf'S DS he Ufl• 
Jlroucht·d lhe lop ol a hill. ttml 
u >t•nrrh rrvt•ah~I \) buildings 
on !he 1hlckly-woodt'<l hlll . 

The bulldln«s wert" ne'-'' und 
had ll<·•n uSl-d rr•t.••nlly, bu! 
most or tht' nwdi<'ul f'quipmt•nl 
WMS JitOllt' . ·- .... . 

.. All ,..,. found wt•re bt"tl!t Rntl 
llllt'rs and slt-rillzlng pols." suid 
Pfc . Love a In HO<iJ:t'S , ··our intf'r· 
prt·ttr translatrd so m L' doc.·u· 
ments that said l'&Sl'S of gunshor 
and shrapnt•I -.·ounds had bel•n 
lrtah•d in lht last wel·k ." 

The plaloon also found pi~s . 
chkkt>ns and wah·r buHalo in 

tht: un•u. ulon.: wilh n messhull 
and !iolubh's . 

rnlnl(hum. Alu . .t Onr ol the most lntL·n•slln..: 
lhln~!'I round . u l ' c 0 rd I 11 i: to 
Wuller , wa:t un u1ufrr~rou11J 
\'f'ntllut lon s\'sll•m . " It l'urrk<l 
lhr smokt• ·from lht• C'OOklllJ.:. 
flrts lo Mn t'scupt• holt• on lht 
olh1·r ~Ide or lhl· hill." 

The uni! wus mobilized In Mu)' 
lPftK, and lraln<<l •I n . Com1>­
b••ll ~forr bclnK senf to Vlei· 
num la•I Au~usl ?S . Th• mtn ol 
lh• 6)01h opernle<l <l•nlal rllnlc• 
ul Long Blnh and lltarl·at. 

COOLING THEIR HEELS, thtoHe infantrymen of the 
1st Bde., 5th lnfnntry DiviHion ( Mcchuniwtl), din1: ll> 11 

vehicle track _recovery durin1: un opcrntion ncnr l<hc Sunh. 

Soldier rescued from NV A ho~pital 
T.Uf KY-A darln~ rescue ha"s relrleved 

n St'rlOusl\' wounded American infantryman 
rrom thr · hands of tht> North Vietnumt"se. 

Th"• 'M'oundl-d soldit-r hud bt"t"n missing 
from his unit sinl' t' Muy lllh wht•n he was 
rt·portt•d missing after the buttle or Nul Yon 
Hill . The hill is Jocai.d lhret• milt'S soulh· 
"-.s1 ol Tam Kr . 

A lloi Chanh lip led lhc Amcric:ol Divi· 
sion solditr's rt'scuers to whl· r~ thl' NVA 
wt•n• holding him-an enl•my hospilal. The 
rallitr informt"d soldiers or the 2nd Divi · 
sion or the.> Army of the Rt•public oC Yi l· tnam 

(ARYN) ol the hospital and !hen led the 
ARYN• on lhe ground lo ~e hidlnK plul'c. 
Meanwhile , hellcoplers from lhc 101 •1 Air­
borne Divlslou, o~ratlng undl'r the control 
of the Amrrlc•I. moved In ovcrht.•ud. 

Inside, Spec. -4 Larry D. Alken wus fountl 
In an unconscious condlllon . Aflt!r bt.•l ng 
placed on a mak•·•hlll slrelcher, he wus 
J>UI aboard a chopper an<l laken al once 
10 Chu Lal by Muj . Gerry F. Dolan , ol 
Troop D. 2n<l Squadron, 171h Cav .. 171h 
Combal Avlallon Group. 

In Chu Lal he was admilled lo lhe 3121h 
Evacuation Hospital wh<'rC' he was reportt·d 

lo be serlou•ly ill lrom an open skull lral' · 
lure and brain dam:11:c. . 

"Thi.!l enUre maneuver was slarte~ by 
the <Juun!( Tri Province Chld, Col. lluuni.: 
Brnh Thu, uml dcvelopt•d lulu u cmulJlnt.•tl 
opcrulJon lnvulvln).: Vlclnunu:~t·, IOl sl Air · 
borne Division. U.S. Air Force and Amcri · 
cal lorl'<'S." said Major General Lloyd II . 
Hamst.•y, commanding gencro.il of the Amen · 
cal Division. 

" II is a line example ol lhe resourceful· 
nl'ss and initiative o( tht• Vietnamese ~ov · 
l'rnment and military units in a ccum plish­
in~ a diHitult and dan1:l'rous mbsion ." 
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Vietnam comn1unique July 7-13 

Joint forces route ambushers 
TROPIC Ltahtnln,i: sulillC"n nf 1111• :l.'Hh 

'"'""'~ .. 1m·1•1""' 111111·11 It~ ~~•1111°u· .it111 
Mt1t1shl1ts from lhr ?~th .\rlntlnn tin. unrl 
lht• :Zti9lh Cnmhat .\rhttlon Hn .. kllh•tl 37 
NVA amt \'<.: tro1~ I" July X, wlfh lhl• hulk 
or lht• al'tlnns l'l'llll'rt'd IH':tr Cu ('hi ;.uut 
Tay Ninh. 

l..u lrr In lht• wrrk . sul1llrr' ·rrom lht• 
25th J)h'lslnn uml lht· Jsl J11(a11fr.' Uh I· 
llilon In a t•o mhlnrd dforl \\Ith lh1• \Ir 
Ferer, kllkd ..&2 ~\'.\ rq:ulars alutH~ till' 
wrs 1rrn slo1H'~ nr Nul nu IJ,•n (Tht• J;Ud~ 
Vlrxl1\, Mountain . Thr at·llon \\a" In 1":t,\ 
~lnh Prcvincr, SS milr!ll nnrth-nnrlh\H''l 
ul Sut.:nn. 

GunshlJ)S u( thr Isl 1:: .. ffalr.\' Dlri,11111"' 
ll. Tr&o}l, 1st S(1uadron, !Hh ,\Ir Car l'll· 

~aged an unknowa nu1"bcr or N\'. \ sol· 
dlrrs In £In• bunkers 19 mlks north\H'S( 
nl Scni: He July 10. The gunship• kllh'll 17 
In lhc ucllun. 

An Jllh Armored Cu\'Ult")' Rcglmrnt 
ccnvoy was amhusbrd on ltoult ll, lour 
mll<s norlh or An Loe, July 9, bu1 hrlµ 
from American arntor, urtllltry und gun· 
•hip•, and American ..and ARVN soldlrrs 
turned the luhlcs ..artund:. By the rnrl of 
the- slx-huur b;1tllf', %l t:cnununlsl~ wrrr 
kllltd. 

25th Inf Div 
Gunships ol lhe flftlh /\ssaull llellrop· 

ltr Co. working In coopcrullon wllh 2~1h 
Infantry Division infantrymen from lh•• 
2nd On., 121h Jnr. engaged an estlmulcd 
NVA platoon lour mill's northwest of Cu 
Chi ond killed 23 of lhr cnemi• •oldl<'rs. 

On July 9, 251h lnfunlry Olvlslon >OI· 
"dlen klllcd 17 VC soldiers In oc1lo11 nine 
ond ont·hulf miles norlheast of Trang 
llung. The lnfanlrymen wen• helpl'd by 
gunships , arlllll'ry and lllcllral air slnk· ... 

Soldiers from the 2"h lnfunll')' Dlvl· 
slon killed 10 NVA rtKulars July 10 four 
miles northeast of Tranx OanR. lnlanlry· 
men from Co. D. 2nd On .. 12th lnr. tn· 
g11ged an undetermined num~r of NVA 
soldll'rs In the action . Tht.• Amrrtcans 
culled for hclkopler gunships and artll· 
ltry lire. und succeeded In forcing lhe 
Communists to withdraw. 

Orhcr llghl fighting July 10 1hroughou1 
lhe nrca of operullon~ rubied the.• e.•nerny 
death 1011 lor lhe division to lwenl)' rlghl . 

See rirloltd slorlrs, pa1e onr. 

9th Inf Div 
I n llwhl and whle•11read acllnn 

lhrouxhout lhc Mekong . Ueltu, Vlh In· 
lunlry Division soldlors killed 20 VC sol· 
dlers July 10. 

In unolhl1r day nl lighf and wld~s111·r"1l 
al•llon, d/•l•IClll .ohll~rs klllt1I to Yl! •tt\• 
dl•n Ju )' It . One ''""' lc•nl •klrmls 1 
took place In lhe Ploln of needs, 32 mil" 
we•l nl Snl~on, whrn lhrre componlt1 
froh1 the 5th lln ., 80th In!., 3rd Ode.; gun­
•hlps from D Troop, 3rd Squadron, 17th 
Air Cav and arllllery wore pitied •K•lnst 
un tsllmated VC company . 

One ol lhe 91h lnfuntry Division's com. 
1>anle• wus alr·astaulted onto th• plain 
nnd were mel by a fu•llladt of sinall 
arms fire from a woodllne which bor· 
dered lhe LZ. lloun later lht VC com· 
1>11ny withdrew from the oren undtr cov· 
••r of /\K~7 rifle and 040 rocket flt·e after 
Amerlcon reinforcements were coiled In. , 

Jst Cav Div 
A \St Covolry Division ranger ttom 

und a MUllshlp bla.ttd scvtn NV A sol· 
dlers In the lnr~eSI division bunle of Jul)' 
M, which Ol'curred nlnr milts sou1hw••s1 of 
Song lie. Anolher 10 Communist kills In 
other action throughoul Its area of OJ>er· 
ullons brought the division enemy d••oth 
1011 lo 17 for lhe doy. 

· Gunships of lhe Isl Cavalr)' Division's 
n TrOOJ>, Isl Squadron, 9th Air Cav en· 
~aged an unknown number ol NVA sol· 
dlers In live bunkers on July 12 , 19 milts 
norlhwest of Song De, kllllng 17. Thr 1st 
Cnvnlry Dlvt~lon arrnuntrd ror 31 e.•m·mr 
kllled In 101111 11ciT<tn. for lht' nay. 

Ovtr nnxlous NVA rnldlers trlggen'<l 
an ambush too soon July 13 ond paid the 
1st Cavalry Ulvlslon for lhe ml•take wllh 
five llvts . 

A polrol from the Isl On. , 121h Ca\' 
was rooming lht junglt 15 miles norlh· 
••ast of Tuy Ninh when lhe roar of Clur· 
more mines and small arms rirc sent tht 
Skytroopers diving for lhe ground . 

,• f"ul' :u h11hlJleit th • Amerlru.ns ~1 wh· 
, . ..,.,.11 1~1·11-111-11 w11i1 1~t~t1• ~~1111\1 i1 ~ C111~ · 
irJ away al lhe en•'nl)'. ~·in• ly O\'l't'• 
nnmin~ the Communist posit ion. tht> 
Anll'ricans killed rive.• enemy soldiers 
without suslainin~ a (arnlily. · 

Anolht•r division unit Crom the "amr 
battalion found the bod at·~ of six NV,\ snl· 
dfl•rs killed In a fin· fi~hl wllh lh<• cll,·i· 
sion the day before. Loq 1te-d :.!5 mile~ 
northeast or Lai Khl'. The Amt•ricans also 
round JO b icycles a nd :!,000 yards or wa· 
lt'rproor cloth. Othl'r sporadic ~wtion 
1hrou~hou1 tht• day resulh•d' in t•1ghl man• 
:-;v.\ soldil'rs killed. 

America/ Div 
America! Division soldie1·s, in the sec­

ond day of joint swcepin~ opt•rarions w11h 
elemenls or lhe ARVN tnd Oi\'islon Juh· 
9, uncovered an obandon••d bullollon -sl1e 
•ntmy baSl' camp, 15 miles w.sl of Chu 
Lai. . 

The base camp, neslled In lll•avy un­
derbrush atop a 125-foot rlifl, was found 
by soldiers lrom Co . D, Isl lln., ~lh Inf. 

Two bamboo brid~es provided 1he only 
accrss to thl• ca mp, which housl·d an es ti· 
maltd 200 enem)· soldiers . lnsidl' lite 
complt•x were several lar1-:e hootches, onr 
of which was a 15 by 75·1001 lhrer·il'vl'I 
struclure wllh an und••rground hunhr. 

Anolhtr lurKe hoolch wus detrrmlnrd 
lo b<! a burroeks-lype building , divided 
Into cubicles, wllh lhree beds each . Ool· 
ling lhe area wrre a chicken coop anri 
Slock ptns . 

The em•m)' !ioldlers nppeun•d to hovt• 
ubomlone.·d ltw cump thn·e to six duys be.-· 
fore lls discovery bi• 1111' Amerlrul l>lvl · 
~Jon lnfuntrrmt•n . 

In ll~hl, widespread acllon lhrou~houl 

~ , . 

uncl fouthl l\"'ll' wt•u11ons In the lhn•t• 
II~~·· !' . 

1st Inf Div 

· lluHed 011 11 1111 •·~lltxl In b,r " Sl'l'l'Ulll · 
in~ ~aglt• helknplt'I'. llll:-.t Airhorsw Di\'I · 
sion soldit•rs from the 50tith A1rhorrH' Inf. 
alon~ with (AHVN scouh .Jul> 1:L t·o11 -

Hig Ht~d One infantrrnwn killt ·d 10 VC n~q,;e<l 011 ; n t•nemy hunkt·r t·11 11111lt•x 11 
~oltht· r~ .July 7 . while 11th Armon•d {.';,t\"· mill':i ~outln:i, ~t of 1111c. r11uli11g li5 SKS 
:1lrr lkg1111e.•11t snldie.-rs umh·r operal lonal nlles, ·'1 t rounds of liUm111 morlar. l!Jl 
l'un tn•I of lhl' lst l11fa111ry Uiv1sio11 round fuses from 82mm mortar. :.!N round~ uf 
thC' bodit•s or 13 mart.• VC soldit•rs Sl'\'l'O ~:!nun mortar, SIN prinwrs rru111 tiOmm 
1111h•s sout:1west ~f An Luc. k AK47 ammunition. 460 t'hitw:-,· Cun111111 -

0n July S. soldiers from Co . / ts t mst hand ~renadrs. 114 pri1t1('1..; from 
Iln .. :!:-;th Inf. Wl'l"e prowl111): through I S1mm mortar SIN pn111<'rs from tiOm111 
jungle brush four mih•s !IOUtheast of Oau mortar. 509 fu Sl'S from hOmm mnrt <.tr and 
1'1t'lllo: wlll'n ~l ll at•rial n•roumussanre pt· :i 7 .ti:? submal'hine l::Ull. 
lot spoth•tl an NVA ambush waitinJ.! for 
them . He\'e-rsin~ !ht" NV . .\ plans. tlw 
.-\mPl"it•ans 01wned up first , anti sup· 
portt·d hy · gu'11:-.hi11s. killed 10 NV:\ n •gu · 
Jars . 

Operatin~ on~· two miles away llw 
smut• dt.y, ano1twr lst Infantry Dtvisiun 
l'Ompany opernling rrom Firl· nusc Gelu 
ran i11 10 t-nemy Corers. The Amt•ril·;ms 
k1llerl ••igh l VC soldiers in llw bri<'f fi~hl. 

Jn smull, isoluted Ul'lions in lhe thn · 
sion an•a or O(wration on Jul)' 1u. thret• 
VC ll'l'I'< killl'd by Big !led One infanlr)'· 
men . Late the sam~ day, Communtsts hit 
lht l'il)' of Onu Ti••ng with JO rounds of 
m1xrtl 111orla1· anti rm·kt"t rlre , t•at1!'olt1g 
11111)' ll~hl dumu~~I l'USUllllil'S . 

St•t n•lutt·d srnrl pU,l(l' one . 

101sf A n Div 
Thn•t• cnmpnnil"S or lhe lOlsl AirlJOl'IH' 

Oi\'isio11 mude sporadic l'Onlut·t with u11 
undt>tt'rmlued m1ml>er of NVA :,ultllt·rs :11 
m1h•s sou1~1wesl of llul' on Jul)' lO. 1 l untl 
1:? . Tiu.• 1\me.-ncan sohlh•rs. nldt•tl hv urtll· 
h-ry ;rntl air stnkes, kllll"tt ttt Com1l11111l!'>l"i 

4th Inf Div 
Ell•nu•nts or the 4th lnCantry Divi!'oion 

.July 7 turned bo.H·k a VC sa ppl' I" allaek 011 

Fin· na se Carol Marh· . '.!4 milr~ north · 
wesl of Clwn Hrn , killi11~ 11 nf lhl' allal'k · 
~rs. 

Tlw alla,·k l>egan a!Jout 1: -45 a .m . 
when Co . D. 3rd Bn . . Kth Infantry amt 
Btr)" . n. filh Bn . , 19th Arty . l'UlllC untll'r a 
mixed mortar and n'l'ntlh·:,s 1"1rlc fin· 
barra~e . A SU !llll'r probe or lht• north :111d 
MlUl hl•a st pl'rimeters [OllOWf"ll With111 
nunutes, unll the Amerit'ans r~s11on1le.·tl 
immecliah· I)' wilh smull ;,arm~ . uuto111a111 · 
w1·11 1umt' uml iH"ttllt•ry fire . 

Tlw A111erlt·un~ mucl1• ii !'.Weep 11( tlw 
. fin• b;,1se's JWrlmeter a(ter Stlllllj) ancl 
(uuntl '.!1 lllll'Xllltltlt-d ~utdll'l l'hUr).!r' . 
thr t-t• hnngulon• torpt·docs a1hl two ll I 1t; 
..:n•nu1lt• huusters . Tlw A 11u:n1·an~ ab1. 
round lht• Uud\t•:-. nf 11 VC :-.uldlt-r:.. 

23nd Arly 
Artlllt'I')' fin• from the ).!Ull!'> uf 1h1· 1:11 d 

Artlllt•ry <:rnup k1ll1·tl tu NV:\ :-.uld11·1 ... 
cl11rt11u the lhn•t• "l~11irlc·1111t fin• 111l!1o!'>l11 .... 
ht Tuy Ninh l'n1vlt11•t• .lnh· ·1 111111 .Inl y U. 

Cunnotll'ers of lllry . C', bl Hu .. 27th 
Ari)'. bombnnlt•cl u su:-.pt>t'tt•d c11c111\ 
hu/'lo c:u mp July 7 ulJOul ch.:hl mill'~ nonh 
o( Tur Ninh . A swct•p lhc• ncxl tiny Cuunil 
10\eiwiny k11l t•tl hy Ilic urtlllcr)' . 

'On Jul)' Y, urlllll'f)' hn· hr H1 ry ,\ 
Uth i\r ty. ktllctl nine l' llt!m y lruop~ 111 
two lnr~t·t lm.· urlon~ uhout n 111lh• 0111 ;111 
neur tlu• font or Nu1 l\u l>l'n M1111111t1 l11 . 

1st Bde, St/1 Inf Div 
A 1~1 B1l 1• ., 5th l11!1111ta\ l>IYl !'>IUll 

( Mcc ·hn11ht•1I) ~lx - 1111111 t l•c-c11111atM .. a1H"t' 

tt•um 1111 .July 7 klllt· tl u11t• NVA !'>11hll1·1 
five mllt•s soulhw1•st of (JuunJ.: Tri IA,"ilh a 
C:luymort• mine . Tiu- A1111·ril'u11s tlll'11 
lllll'llCd fiq• un !~•! IHll!"!' NV!\ snld1c r., 
wh11 i'i111w 1111 Imm 1111• 111!d11r1•rn•h !" 
slrl11 Ill~ hmly 1H 11h:1t11lit1illltill illlll hrr 
11ttu", lt1tlh 1>11Mtt11' i.11lcll1•1" fh·1I !hr 1i11J! l1 
the lrnll uC lu1ll1•1Jot, hut l111•ir l1mlli·Pi w c 11· 
tltSl'Ovt•retl n1•urhy u ft·w minute!\ lul1•r. 

11th ACR 
An 11 lh Armorrd Cuvulry Hn:i11w11 t 

convoy wus umhu!'>h ctl cm ICnulc IJ , (our 
miles norlh of An Lot.·, Jul)' Y, hut 111'1JI 
from Amerlcun 111111 Vlclnumc~e n·in · 
forccmenls tur11c1l tlh' luhlt·s urournl. 111111 
hy the t•11cl of the slx ·hour hutth.•, 12 Com· 
munlsls wc·rc ktJlcd . 

The convoy of 1he 91Uth l•:ni.:liwcr Co 
wus traveling from 1.oc Ninh In An 1.nl' 
when an unclcll·rrnlrwd numhcr or sol ­
cllcrs from the 7th l>lvlsln11 u1wnccl up :11: 
lhc lrul"k .'i with 1"1mull urlll:ii utul J ~l' 1 

·,, 

Thi! J\merirun!i retttri11; tl 1l1c fl• •· ,,, . 
In Int "'' tl1d1t. hultlltiS: 11ff lltt: .:1fl·m , 
1ruo11~ unttl he.•11' l"oultJ uJ·rl¥t. 

Soon t llh Armorutl Cuvulry lt11wl · 
ment '1'1 Co. If untl Co . ·1. llrnks : ht·llcopti ·r· 
Uorne troops fro111 llll' Ulh Ah: Cnv, 1:.1 
Cuvulry l>lvlslnn ; bl Cuvulry J>lvlslu11 
helicopter J.:uushlps und arlilh•ry support ; 
soldiers from lhc AltVN Dlh Hcglmcnl . 
unt.1 soldiers from lhc Civilian Jrrcgulu1· 
Dcfonse O"l"'hup ull clo:-.ed in on lhc <'II C · 

IN THEIR WORJ<ING form, trainer and dog take the point well nhend 
of a patrol platoon heading out from nn LZ. Duke's sense of smell will 
warn him and his handler of an enemy position long before the enemy 
cl\n detect the nncoming soldiers.· . 

rnyThc nexl day, soldiers from lhe 11111 
Armored Cuvalry JlcJ,!lmcnf. aided hr 
soldiers from the AHVN 9th Hcs.:l111c111 
s rulkcd tlw n•111111111ts of the ~hullt·n·cl 
NVA £orrc. Tnu·kln..: hl.'lwt·c11 An 1.ot: u1ul 
Lo<: Ninh. soldh•rs rro111 the :lml Squat)l'll .I 
and 3rd Squuc.Jron clrded tu the wt·~ I of 
Houle 13, while the AllVN troops wen• 
dropped in hy hclitoptcr . to hlock thr 
NV A esl"ape route . 

The lllar~hune and AltVN forte> 
lightened the circle uroum.1 1h1• Co111111u· 
nists and killl.'d l'is.:ht enemy ·sole.lier'\ . 
Three other NVA solcllt•rs w~re deta11u·d. 
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Crew's last words; 
\ • I . • I 

our -engine s quit 
Cll U LAI-The pounding or an enemy .Sf.calibre machine gun 

turned a routine helicopter !light Into a ~5-mlnute i;unllghllni: and 
lrail blazlng race lor four -America I Division crewmen. 

The helicopler from the division's 176th Assault llelicopler Co. 
was over LZ Gator, about · S miles soulh ol Chu Loi , when a call 
was received for a medical evacuation from a nearby ln!anlry unit. 

Flying at 2,200 reel over the double and triple-canopy jungl.s 
that surround the Song (river) GIOng area , the ship abruptly lurch· 
ed, and a sound all lliers dread echoed in their ea rs-the thumping 
or an enemy .50-calibre machine gun . 

Immediately the crew chief and the gunner opened-up with 
M60 machlneguns aimed In the direction or the enemy gunfi re, 
mani.;:ing to suppress It for a !ew valuable seconds . 

Hy dropping to treetop level, Capt. David Grieger. the ai rcru!J 
commandt'r, tr itd reducing the enemy's field or fire and gain pro­
teclion from lhe trees. 

But th" chopper conllnued to lake lire from Cha rlie's .50-caliber. 
"The caution panel lit up like a Christmas Jrce," said Grieger. 

" Then the engine quit . I !Jared oul, reducing our speed 10 ahoul ~o 
knots, and lhc lull boom hit lhe trees. The tall rotor secllon broke 
loose and the main rotor blade flew orr. We then !ell lhruugh the 
trees , crashing to the ground on our Jell side ." 

BAMBOO AND DENSE UNDER­
GROWTH slow search efforts in this NVA 
base camp area by 3rd Bde. infontrymen of 

the 25th Infantry Division. They a»e look­
ing for bunkers and food caches to add to 
the 49,000 pounds of rice already found. 

The chopper crew maintained radio contuet with u U.S. Air 
Force obscrva llon plane operalinK nt'or the urea . The las t radio 
messn.:e was '" l"ngine quit, going down." 

Thl' crew escaped Crom the demolished ulrcra!J · with nothing 
more thon minor scratches. nut danger sllll lurked a round them. 

NVA assault on ll lizzles 
Grabblnx all the necessary equl11ment while t'nemy movement 

erupted In tht bushes nnd ):rew rlosl'r the crew proceeded tlown 
o hlll•ldo, movhtK JhrouKh 1lensl! 11111J1•rgrowtlt In wurd lhe Song 
Glon1~lvtrbed . 

N, ly 250 yards and 40 minutes Joler lhe crewmen reached the 

1.Z SAIGON - Soldiers of the 
Isl Ode., 51h lnfanlry Division 
(Mechunlzcd), lurned bock an 
1111ero11l by an ullmof\•d rein· 
forced company of NVA regu­
lars lo overrun !his small hilltop 
oulposl nine mile• aoulhwest or 
Khc Sanh. 

The Americans killed 40 NVA 
,,.oops In lhe early mornlnr ac· 
tlon. whJJe Joain& five wounded, 
none seriously. 

The ullack be1an at 3:45 a .m. 
when lhe NVA company 1tarted 
moving toward the LZ from the 
northeast. Befo re the allackers 
were set In their positions, sol· 
dlers from the ht. Bn., &Isl 

Present 
• • 1ncent1ve 
trophies 
CA~I RANll RAY - An· 

1101111t•t•nw11J of n nt!W unll raen· 
llslmt'nt Incentive awnrd!'l pro .. 
J:rum w1u mo.de here during a 
meellng or unit reenlistment 
1>ersonnel, accordlnK to Lt. Col . 
ll . E. Camp, chlrl of the USARV 
Ad]utont General Recnllslmenl 
llrunch. 

Tlw pro~ram provide. for a 
st•ml;rnnual trophy award to the 
unit with the highest reen· 
ltslment pt•rcentage for Regular 
Army first lerm ond Army or 
the Unllt:'<I States (AUS) reen­
llstmenls. To be eligible !or the 
uwurd units must also maintain 
n 10 per cent reenlistment rot e 
!or Regular . Army cart-er per· 
'\Onnel. 

The objecllve o! the program 
Is to achieve a reenlistment rate 
or .5 per cent or assigned en· 
llstt•tl stn•ngth for all units In 
the llA first term and -A-US cate­
.:orle.s . 

During the conference, the 110 
reenlistment o!licers and NCOs 
allendlng recommended several 
changes In current reenllstmenl 
programs which hav" been sub­
mitted for approval. 

Mechonlzed Jn!.; Isl Bn.. 77th 
Armor, and tst Bn .. ~Olh Arty .. 
IOKth Arllllrry Group openl-d 
fire on lhem. A !lare plane and 
Air Fore" Spooky eunshlps sup­
porled lhe Americans . 

The NVA attackers responded 
wllh a heavy barraee ol morlar 
and RPG fire. Then they lrled a 
around a11ault . 

••They wtre 10 clOJ:e th1t we 
lowered the eun1 at them and lei 
them have It with point - blank 
fire," said Stall Set. Lester T. 
Mancrum, who directed the llro 
or tho sell - propelled 105mm 
howitzers . 

The battle luted over lour 
hours, and, at one point, 1ome ol 
the Communists made ii up the 
hlll and reached lhe eoncerllna 
wire •urroundlng lh e perimeter. 

Rother than blowlnx lho wire. 
however, the Communists tried 
to pu•h It forward onto the de· 
lenders . The Americans pre· 
vented the attackers !rom cross· 
Ina the wire with small a rms 
and automatic weapon• !Ire. 

About dawn, the enemy !tll 
bnck down lhe hill Into the thick 
el1•1ihonl Kras• and undcrKrowlh 
In the v11lley below lhe LZ. 

The Americans made a sweep 
nl lhe prrlmeler and lh• RUr• 
rounding hlllslde alter 1unrlso 
and round the bodies or the 40 
Communists klllt.'d In the abor­
tive atlack. U1terln1 the area 
were 500 Chinese Communist 
hand arcnades, 8 RPG launch· 
ers, 52 RPG rounds, 25 rifle gre· 
nades, 15 &Omm mortar rounds, 
15 AK~7 rlllu and one Jlghl ma· 

river ba and spotted the rl'scue aircraft which was backed up 
by two a soul! gunships . 

chine gun . They olso found 17 
entrrnchlng tools , -I protl•cllvt• 
mo~ks, a rlome thrower und a 
Soviet-made radio. 

Arter the crew constructed a make-shill pe rl mc.•tcr ddcnse and 
relt'aucd • amoke xrcnudc lo murk lhl•lr vosltlon, the rescue ships 
spoth•d them. 

The rescue olrcruft set down while enemy smull urms Ure 
crackled Crom the treellnc. The crew wlis extracted just 45 minutes 
and o long run arter the lust rndlo mcssDl:C hut..I been lruns01iltcd. 

One suspect was detained by· 
lhe America ns . 

Unit says, 'Chieu Hoi' 

·vc rally after taking vote 
TAN AN-The VC are not known for their 

democratic tendencies, but one unit took a vote, 
overruled their leader and rallled lo lhe 11overn· 
ment ol the Republic ol Vietnam under lhe Chlcu 
llol program. 

The unit from lhe village ol Phuoc Tuy, I& 
miles south or Sulgon, wulked lnlo o l'opulur 
Force outpost Jn Can Duoc Dlslricl ond jo ined lh u 
11overnment 1Jde, marking lhc first lime un cnlirc 
enemy elemen t had 11lven up 1Jnce lhc Long An 
Province accelerated Chleu llol program beiion . 

The combined Vlelnamese-Amcrlcan program 
has tarcctod their appeals al lour VC units . Spe· 
clol Jea!lel• hod been drawn up lo point oul the 
lullllty ol conlinucd rcsl1tance lhrouiihout lhe 
sleppetl·UP PSYOPS campuliin . 

One of lhe targeled battalions hod been operol· 
Ing In Phuoc Tuy, but lnlensllled allied ollcnslvc 
activities had caused them lo leave the area. 

"The unit as•em bled and discussed the possJ. 
blllly or rallyln11." explained Lt . Col. David L. 
Horner, an assl1tant Long An Province advisor 
In charge o! psychological operallons. "They 
hod felt lhe brunt of Increased American and 
government acllvllles. They no longer !ell the 
some enthusiasm . Furthermore, they did not 
wont to be killed. 

. ~ . 

••Jlowcvcr. the unit leader wos more hardcore 
and reslolcd lhe group'• plan to •urrender. The 
!ollowlng nl11ht, the unit uxuln met autl •Kreed 
lhut lhcro wu1 no end In •lghl. Tho guliu:rln1: 
wu poignantly lnterrutitctl by u gun1hl11 strike. 
They voted and overruled the unit leader. The 
follow ing morning, Jhey come lo !he oul1M1sl und ' 
rallletl ." 

Going home? 
I.ONG DINll-A chunge In crllerlu for volun · 

lt•eu lo accompany Dlh ln!unlry lllvl•lon unit• 
redeploying to lluwull hus '"""' nn11ouoced by 
ttq., USARV. 

Under Jhe new crllerlu , irullvltluuls who will 
have completed a minimum or 10 month~ sl.'rvke 
In Vlctnum on their current lour on or before 
Aug . l, 1989, are ell..:lblc lo volunteer for us.sh:n· 
men! to division units being assigned to Jluwal l. 

lnlerested personnel should contact their unit 
.commanders or personnel orrlccrs u~ soon as pos· 
•Ible. Volunteer oppllcuhons should be suhmlll"d 
Jmmcdlulely to Insure curly consldcrallon . 

Round 3 en.ds with 'Ike' still winning 
LZ IKE-The six men 'on the listening 

post, alr.ady heavily concealed In thick 
underbrush and bamboo, crouched sllll 
lower as they · htard the unusual noise to 
their front. 

Stirring as cautiously as possible, Sgt. 
Johnny M. White_. raised his head and 
l"'ered Into the darkness. 

Ahead or him, six NVA soldiers were 
busy setting up an 82mm mortar position. 

. As he turned to alert his lellows, the 
chilling " whoosh'.' of 107mm ·rockets sound· 
ed overhead before they slammed Inside the 
perlmeler ol the LZ. a Isl Cavalry Division 
(Alrmoblle) !Ire base 15 miles northeast ol 
Tay Ninh . . 
. It was the beginning ol round three Jn 

:f. 

the "fight lo~ the LZ, an Isol ated J'Jece ol 
real estate Jn War Zone C, manne by lhe 
2nd Bm. 5th Cav, and /ong a major Im­
pediment to the NV A, b ockl ng their main 
Jn!Jltrallon and supply route Jn III Corps. 

It. was the second lime In less than 48 
hours and the third lime Jn Jess than a 
month that the enemy, In ever Increasing 
numbers, had been thwarted Jn attempts to 
overrun the LZ. 

Jn a dawn sweep of the "l!attlelleld, 90 
enemy bodies were found . Five soldiers 
were detained. 

The Incoming !Ire bega n al 12:04 a .m .. 
and continued sporodlcally fo r an hour. The 
enemy attacked Jn force .about one Jn the 
morning from four dlreclions and ran Into 

a hall or !Ire from bunker positions and 
direct arllllery lire. · 

The listening post, lrappl-d to the north· 
west or Jhe LZ, \(jfs ordered to return to 
lhe fire base. The six men soon realized 
they were caught Jn a cross-fire between 
friendly and enemy troops, but continued 
their lilght toward the friendly position. 

" We were lucky to gel back ," said White. 
" Not one man on the LP got as much a> II 
scratch. It was a miracle." 

As a rHult of thla most recent attack 
on LZ Ike, the enemy lost over 30 rifle>, 
three .51-callber machlnegun•. five rocket 
launchers, · over 400 grenades and over aoo 
recoilless rifle rounds and roclrell, as well 
as 17. bangalore torpedos. 
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Cobras· halt strike· 
,- .. 

as FSB attack fizzles 
T .lY NINH - Wh•n' lht• •n•· 

my a lla «kt'<l FR Crook. a small 
~.S th Infantry Di\'ision outpost 
!rrif!'H'll miles -.·r'it of htrt, th\·r 
Wt'rP , ... 11 prop»r•d. Nol only did 
lhl'Y .haYt" sln·ni:th in numbt.•rs 
- an f'Stimatt'd NVA r"').:imt>nt 

:h thf'y arrA-rd O\"tr tht• t:tr · 
:,.l'I ~lrt' <t. a batth• was ra;.:in>: . tHl 

:.ill sufrs or !ht• liny ourpu:H's 
1..-rimtlt•r. 

tt•anwd up " ·ith rh,• :!j1h lnfanrry 
Oi\'i :don·~ artillr-n· and inbn lr\'· 
11H'll lo ~t\'11\'t'r ri~ · t'pow t' r to 11\,. 
t'llt'rny . 

·· .. \II Wt" t•oulJ )t°"f!' wht>n Wf' ).!OI 

lhtn• Wf'rt' lrHt'\'rs . ttntl lhty 
Wl'rt• t'itht>r t.:oin~ insidt• tht• Pt'I'· 
imtltr or rornin~ up at us ," said 
CWO Charlos Irvin . 

As fir:-.1 li,,:ht ~1p11rnal'lwd , llu.• 
tn~m~· bt.-~an a ha.>ty rt•lrtat. 

- thf'y also brouxht alon>: mon· 
lhun it sc-Ort..• of .51 l"Hliber itnti · 
aircrafl guns. 

" \\\• Wt're runnin~ oul of t'Oll· 
(irmt•d lar~ets ... said WO Ila · 
rohl ~frsher . "so " ·t· j ust rodt• up 
~ind .Jo-.·n lht• tntmy's tr~.lil ion;. 

lt'm, puu1ni: out a r:Jin or fin·> 

" It " 'as a pn•tly busy ni):hl." 
said WO Warren E. Lowry , .. bul 
tht•ir " 'eapons wtre no m:ilt·h 
for our Cobras ... 

SLOUCHING BEHIND HIS machine gun to escupc the 
slap of bamboo hranl·hes , a tank commnmler of Co. 1\1, 
I !th Armored Cav. Reg., directs his Vt!hide through the 
heavy unclerhmsh during operations west of An Lot-. 

.\s lh• balll• raxtd and llu•y 
· Cobra gunships from Isl· Air 

Cal'alry Division's ?nd Bn., ?Olh 

Atrial Rocket Arty .. w•ro rallt'<l 
In to assisl. lhe t>nt'm)' soon rt'al · 
izf'<.I lhat his Wf'apons ~·tn• no 
mall'h for lh• Cobra's d•~clly fi. 
rt'[l0"4"t'f. 

" Wt• sc-ramblt•d . at about ! 
a .m ., " said CWO Albor! llunl. 
.. Th• NVA had .51 ralib<•rs SOI 
up all along our roult lo lht (irt 
hu<'.'; w, drew llrt all lht• W•)' 
out. 

As the rirst Cobru!I Wf'rt" un· 
ltashing thtir :.7~ inl·h n~·kets 

on thl' t•n tmy bt>lo-.· , more ships 

-.·t·rt on thl' way . Arrh·in~ al 
lht• >C't'nt of ronlat"t, tht• nddl· 
lional birds btgan rl"et•h·ini;: &J 

ht>a\·y volunw ol firl' . 

· ' Wt spo11td thf' muulf' 
r I a sh ts and follow,'<! th•m 
slral~hl 10 lht• ground, (iring all 
the way ," said WO Rar ~lartin 
who was flying a - Spt'riully 
t'<)ulppt'<I ollark rhoppt'r ... w,. 
planlod som t rorkel• right on 
top of th•m and lhty Ju•t dltln ·1 
flrt any mart." 

Soldier accidentally _nabs VC, 
captures four without a figh·t 

lmmodla~ly lht aviators 
ralltd for ass1stan~ . and rontln­
u•d their lli~hl lo lh t bt'ira­
~ut•rod FR. 

T.,.. ba lllo ra1td on for sev­
tral mort• houn. as lht• Cobras 

CU Clll - In J dav of t•n•m" 
l'Ontart so clost• to Cu Chi thu·I 
Air Force phantom Jels mnktng 

HELPING TO PADDLE with hi3 legs, the · 
object of this infantryman's thoµghts is 
not how to keep dry, but rather how to 
kl"ep moving upstream. Although leaking 

in spots, this sampan helps these 9th In­
fantry Division soldiers of the -Ith Bn .. 
-lith Inf., on their way up a Mekong Deltn 
stream during an operation. ~ 

101st locates huge cache 
C.UI P PAPE-Enou~h munitions lo l'qUip an 

t•nllr< NVA ballallon wrrt unrol'.rtd . brt-omln~ 
lht largtsl cache found lo dale In 0Pt"ratlon 
Lamar Plain . 

Pre. JM<ph J . Slnltovlrh and his dog, Prlnr< . 
had bttn !tnl oul fro m the IOI!! Alrborn• Dlvl­
!lon·s ht Bdt., Und Inf., lo patrol with a r.ron 
unll . 

Lale In tht alt t moon the Gtrman Shepherd 
bt-gan urging his htmdlt•r onward until a 1mall 
hootch -.·1u spoiled hlddr n among trl"t's ~ yards 
a-.·ay. 

Altrr <~ttkhig ' the hootrh for booby trap! . th• 
platoon Jtnrchtd ii and round r7 l:?lmm rock•ts . 
Lt. Clar.nee E. Donaldson, the platoon ludor, 
d.cltl«I lo ••arch lht lmmodlal• aroa . 

Tht platoon move<! out. Prinrt sudd•nlv 
slopptd again . Sinkovich advanrtd and spo11..d 
thrtt mnrt"' h•l()lC'hr" . Ht." hrlilrd voic'_. s ,,,. ., •. ,,. so 

Donalds on ordert:.i his men lo "' up a nlKht de­
rens lvt position . 

Th• nut morning Co. D , Isl B~ .. S02ntl Abn. 
Inf., r ame In to provldt security ror the area. 
Th • r«"On platoon then mov<d In on the hooll'hts 
and searchod thdn . 

II wu a big carhe. _ 
Allogtlher the platoon found live hootches 

abou t 10 by 15 ft<t In size stullt'd 10 the roof wilh 
o,11r r apons and ammunition . 

Tht <aplu r e<I munitions Included 39 SKS rtrle<. 
72 AKHs. .lhr« &Omm mortars. 700 5-0mm and 4HS 
~mm mor tar rounds, "O r~coille!is rHle rounds. 
Z~ rock•t-propell•d xrenades , JO IHO rockets and 
:l cases of small arms: ammunition. 

The NVA had also hiddtn 17 biryrl.s In 1he 
undergrowth nl'ar th~ hootches . 

Lat.r Donaldson told about the cache. and ht• 
~umfT\,.ti 'JJl. ··t·,1 ra 1 h,. .. i·nunt it than dochw ii . .. 

' . ' 
tht'~ 1 rikt• pnsst•s thundt•rt·d 
thr~~g'fttll' uir tlirtt•!ly abon• 
the 25th Dil'lslon base t•ump, elt" 
nwnls of lht• Isl lln .. 5th Inf. 
fou~hl II balllt• full of Sll'llll~O 
twists , killln).: 17 VC s nhli,•rs anti 
dt•la in in.: st>ven s11s1wt·1:-. . 

Enrly in tht• cluy. whih• swt.'l.'Jl · 
In~ lhrou~h n lwul'ill' boohv. 
trappt•d un•n ubout n ~tile• wc·~I 
of Cu Chi, un AHVN unll workfni: 
wlrh lhto lnfuntrymrn dbt·o\' t•n·d 
two VC In a lwlt'. .\rn•)lln).: 
lht•m without 11 (i~hl. lih• V1t·I · \ 
nntnt'St' soldlt-rs h•arnt•d thul n 
sntull VC fort•1· \\' ii" h11itle·11 in 
tilt' lrnnwcli1111• \'idnily . 

1\flrr four air :•olrik t•:\ hil i n 1111• 
nrl"U , !ht• snltl11•rs '"'''Pl In 1111 

font whllt.' 1111'11' ar11111n ·i l 1u·n1111 · 
ru•I l't1rr1t•r!<i pnn·td1·tl Cluuk :-.t'· 
<"Urltr . 

S1u•t•, t Stc•\·1• Sluhhli·lh•lcl ttll· 
knn"·in.,:ly :-. lood 011 a c·am· 
ouflai.wcl lrnpdour O\' t ' I' 11 :-.pttlc•r 

holt• ('Olllainin).: four VC. lit• 
pnust"ct 11 St't'Olllt lo c·onsidl•r 
wht' l'l' hb m•x1 :-.lt'p shnulcl ).:0 , 
lh1·11 moved un . llt• appuren1lr 
mudt1 llw lt•nslon 100 murh fur 
tfh' 04.' l'Uj)llrtls or lht',hnlt', 

A's Sluhhlt'fit•ltl :-.lt•p1u·tl oU llw 
trap door , ii spnrni.; opt•n . 
S1uhhldil'ld whlrl1·d urnu and 
found u 1u11r nf rrnt.: ;11 
h1111 . S in111llum·o1b l.\' . the undt•r . 
i:rn1111d \4'arriors shnuh•t l. " ('hh·11 
hol! (I Slll'l't•ntfrr! ) " 

AM It one• mM l fnl( hb pn•:wu<.·r 
know n 111 sud1 .1 :-.rnk1 111-: nia11111·r 

\\'l'rt' 11111 l'l\CIUJ.:h , I\\ n 11tl11'r IUl'll 

uml a wt1111a11 lnlln\\ t•tl !Ill' (ir:-.1 
0111 uf llH• huh" Thi· group 1t1n1t•tl 
111 lhrl't' AKH r1f1 1·' ;11ul a :-. 11ppl~ 
of 0111111111111 111111 

1>11r11l11 g lh1 • n · ... 1 11(-(lht• clay . 
lh1• :-. olill1 ·r~ 1·1w1111nl1 ·n ·d 110 op · 
1111 .... 111011 , Tilt' tl,1\ ' i. ilt'll \' lllt'' Ill' · 

1·111111ft•cl (or 17 1• 1.ll'lll)' k1ll1·1 I, '\I ',\ '· 

1·11 th•1u11u•1 ·:-. . "''\: :\f\A7 nflt·~. 
11111· K~~ pi:-.lol , 0 111' . ... 5 1·11lllll'r 
pblol. 11111! 1:1 p111111d., o( 1 ·1 w111~ 
tl111 ·11111t•111 :-. . 

Scout dog scores, 
tallies 23 rounds 

LZ ll..\\'ONET-,\n r\merkul Dlvblnn st·nul tloi.: appurc111lr pul 
a J.:roup of VC In IJll'ir SUJH!rlors' tlo..:house l't'l'l'lllly and helpt•d lo 
find o boot>' of 2J mortar rounds In the 1iroct:ss . 

II beKan wllt'n a 90-pountl (;trmon Shrplwnl named Dix senSt"< i 
something slrunKe while he and his handler, l'r l' . Ho~cr M. Collins 
of the ~7th lnf .. Plt .. wt•re on ll niJ,:hl urnhush r>.ulrol with tl1e ht / 
Bn .. &lh Inf. neur hero . 

.. We wert heading toward our rlrs l «hcrk point when lhe do~ 
started to lead u:c ofr to lhc side ," recalled Spt_'l'. ~ lludr Lo1>e1 , 
the petrol ll'udt-r . · 

The do~ lf'd lhe squad lo the edKe of 11 suml IU"rm where they 
suw 19 82mm mOrlar roundJ 1cu1tercd 011 the ..:round uroumJ two 
freshly duw; holeJ . An uddltlonal four mortar rnuncls untJ un 1 Mi so,- r ~ 
menl of fuses were l•ter found In the holes. 

"I xuess we lntrrruptcd .someone dl1.a:ln~ up these rounds ," said 
Colli ns. -
. But lh• VC unll which was Interrupted continued lo lurk nearhy 
and It wa s Dix again who se nsed somel1flnK awry. 

" This llme he 's telling u• there ore ptoplc around," the 
canine'• handler advi!td the patrol and lhe men look whul cover 
there was at the ba5e of the berm. ' 

··we were In a bad position to move forward si nce Charlle was 
on..th• high ground and we hardl y had any cover." Lopez ret"alled . 

Hu t th~ ml'n, muoy or tht•m who normall y work as cooks, car.· 
~nters and cl1:rks ul lhe bollullnn bus c<: am11 . held the ir pu::,lllon umJ 
the VC movL•d from the area . 

" The dox sure was a b1~ help." Lopez said. ..We prohably 
wouldn ' t have foun d lhe mortars without him." 

The company commander. Capt. Tom Cameron a~ reetl . "We ' ve 
bt."en using the dox~ for about a week and. it's workrnJ{ out vt< r )' 
well. I ' ve s~en lhe dog!I work bt'fore and I'm a firm believer in 
them ... 


