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PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU of · 
the Republic of Vietnam tries out the driv· 
ing seat · of a Soviet-made scout car cap­
tured by the lOlst Airborne Division dur· 
ing an operation in western Quang Nam 
Province la.st April. The car waa rebuilt 
and refurbished by the lOlst and presented · 
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Five .. soldiers awarded DSC 
for valorous acts under· fire 

'· . ~ 

LONG 'lllN11 ·.:... Five soldiers 
were award<'<! the Dlstlnrullhed 
Service Crou rettntly for ex• I 
traordlnary heroism. 

RC'C<'lvtn& the award were 1.1. 
Col. Jam"• A. Mlchlenrl, liq ., 
liq. Co., 2nd Rn .. lnd In!., ht 
Inf. Div .. and Lt . Gary L. Tuck· 
er. Co. R, 2nd Bn .. 2nd lnl., hi 
Inf. Div . 

Aw a rd e d lhe crou post· 
humou•ly wen.• Pk. Walter 
Null, who served with Co. D, 4th 
Rn., ltth Inf., tth Infantry Dlvl· 
slon: Capt. Bertrand J . DaC<"y, 
of the Air Cavalry Troop, lltJi · 
Armored Cavalry Realmtnl: 
und Sit. ClarenC<" Sizemore, ol 
Co. A. Isl Bn., 20th Inf .• 11th In· 
lantry Dde., America! Dlv131on . 

Nutt dla.lh1plolM'd kl-if In 
acllon on April 21 durln11 a re­
connaluan<"l"-ln-for~ ml>Slon 
near fire Base Dan1er In Glao 
Du~ District In Klen l'huonc 

Province. As hi• plat-. maneu· 
vered throurh a denM!ly vere­
tated • ..,a, Nutt waa walltlna be­
hind the 1 ... dlnr rnet'llbers of the 
IUe. when suddenly an enemy 
force Initiated an ambush with a 
volley ol shots that ltllled the . 
first two men In the patrol and 
wounded lour more. Nutt rushed 
throu1h hostile fire to admlnls· 
trr 1u,savtn1 aid to the Injured . · 
As he made his way toward a 
third Injured man, he was 
struck by enemy rounds and 
mortally woor"""1. 
D~y wu a....-..t the cross 

lor action on AprU rT while he 
was llyln1 a fttOnn&lssance 
mlHlon In a lisht observation 
hellcopler srven milu touthwett 
ol Quan Loi In Tay Ninh Prov­
lnC't'. An lnlantry company was 
plMed down by a North Vitt• 
namese lore.: and . ano!Mr hell· 
copter had llown to the conlllct 

Air crew· honored · 
• • for medical m1ss1on 

LOSG lllSll-The Distinguished Flying Cross hu ~n awarded 
to lour mrn of the 4Sth MC'd. Co., 88\h Med. Gp .• +Ith Medical 
llrtxu.te, all memi..,rs of a slnale maht crew partlclpatlna In an 
air suprort mission on February I In the Republic or Vietnam. 

The four are WO Robert n. Romines, WO Rlc:hard w. Obrecht, 
Sr<-c. 4 llulph D. lllclnbotham and SP«'. 4 Walter G. llettlaer. 

Th• action ,..hkh INI , In th~ awanla ~~ whll' tht crtw 
pro•lded air support lor the 2nd Bn., toth lnl., tth Infantry DWblon, 
during ~ February conlllct. The friendly elements were encircled 
by a North Vletnamete company and enemy fire from a bunker · 
at the ed1e of a woodllne raked the battle atta so heavily that 
casualties could not ~,.a10ved back for evacuation. 

Tw~. ltowenr, amid ~nemy II~ wttlch brou1ht several dlrttt 
hits to the craft, Romines and Obrecht landed their helicopter within 
1~ meters of the hostile fortlflcaUoo. · 

Both limes Higinbotham and Hettlger }umped Crom the craft 
amid the hostile Ii"' and rushed to wounded soldiers trapped by . 
the enemy·s circle. . . 

Despite the Intense enemy barrage and ~· direct hits to the 
helicopter, the crew successfully evacuated the 'wounded personnel 
and new them to a hospital for treatment. 

a"'a but 'was shot down. DaC<"y 
Immediately new to the battle 
111• and ~1an makt~ low pa•· 
sea over the hostile force. mark· 
In& them !or air strikes. On his 
teVenth pass; his aircraft was 
strucit by a burat ol machine 
~n fire and crashed In nam<"s. 
klllln1 him lnsUmtly. 

Oa M111 21 Slsem«t' dis· 
Un,ulshC'd himself while In 
cha!'le ol a bridge 1e<:urlly lo""' 
near LZ Ua at Due Pho In 
Quan1 N1al Province. In the 
early momln1 hours his position 
was attac:Ud by a North Vlrt· 
names. 1a~r platoon. Aller he 
had killed one enemy soldier 
and ""'9lled the attack at the 
north end ol the brldae. he ,..,. 
tvmed to the oppollte end to 
resupply his ammunition and 
dl9COn~ thll the hOMile lo""' 
had overw+ielmed several near· · 
by bunkers. Sizemore rushed 
one ol thenptured bunkera, ob· 
talnC'd rounds for his rlne and 
was radn1 bad: toward the 
northern end ol the bridge when 
an enemy xrenade delonaled 
near him, sprayln1 his leis with 
shrapnel. · 

M ldllemJ . rttrived tlle n'OSI 
lor valorous actions durlnt' the 
period May 1l to 2S while 
servtn1 as battalion commander 
of operations In -An Loe District, 
Blnh Lone Province. Durlnr 
thrtt days of Intense combat, he 
It'd his fol'Cft to thrtt major vie· 
torlu onr th<! · North Vietnam­
ese. In each en1a&elnftlt, he 
w.. at the l~ront ol the 
b4!1Jlt, dl~tlna hi• IOrttl, Rd· 
jusUn1 artillrry fire and air 
$trikes, personally ·engaging and 
killing the enemy •"II destroying 
hostile bunkers with hand gre· 
nades. He char1ed enemy fortl· 
ft«Uons, . eliminated machine 
run emplacements and killed an 
enemy battalion comm1lnder. 

Tadt ... dlstlnguls~ ~lmself 
Dec. rT, 1968, ,.·hUe he served as 
a platoon leader during a cor­
don-and-search operation north 
of An Loe near the village of Ap 
Charac. 
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from the desk of 

Shortimer Sam 
Dear Sir: l recently road In Shortlmer Sa"" that NGs and ER1 

may now rect"lve an early out for school . Wh•ntl was activated Into 
the Army I was attending a Veterans' Administration ~gnlted 
school, which I believe will accept me for the fall semester. To 
receive an earl)' oul, dO<'s one need a certain amount of time In 
country! II so, how much lime Is required! I was told that you 
needed nine months In country. Set me slralghl. Cpl. R.F .M .• 
XXIV Corps Artillery. 

NGs and ER1 un gel an nrly out for . 1rbool the same as 
everyooe else. There Is no minimum Ume need<'d In Vietnam to 
quallfy for the early oul. I ban beard of a guy coming here for 
a sbor1 lour and s~ndlng only thrtt weeks ln-<'OUnlry ~fore getting 
his early out .. . 

Dear Sam: I have applied for appointment as a warrant olllcer 
while In-country . I have b..~n told that USARV has the authority to 
grant appointments to a warrant. Is this true? If so, how long 
must I wall! Sic . R.M .• 3rd Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division. 

USARV does eot have the authority to ~ant warranls. All 
applications for wart'ants 10 through DC"Parlmnl ol the Army lo the 
U.S. Army Reterve Company Penonnel Cuter al Ft. BmJamla 
Harrison, lad. Inquiries on this should be addr•ssed lo lhem 
marked to the allnUoa of: RCAP. 

Dear Sam: T have live monlhs lelt In' Vietnam and 1 am a 
helicopter mechanic. What I would like to know Is If upon my return 
to the ~ates I can go to another school? I will have 18 months lell 
In the s•rvlce upon my· return. Spec. 4 J .P ., Isl Aviation Brigade. 

Yes, you <'OUld go bark lo aaothtt MOS produclng srbool. All 
Army service school <'OUrses are !Isled ID DA Pamphlet :UO.lt. 

Crll:~a for aU:d:::d
11

b:l!:re:st:~ a~;r:::~e~~;· co;ld oblnln 

roples RV IDcl sheets. I wlll sL~ to II that evl'ryonc In my 
baller) Is are of lhese facts too. Pfc. T.R., 3rd Brigade, lllnd 
Airborne ,Division. 

The lnl«matloa ofll~ puts oul many fad sb<"els available 
through your brigade's command Information ofll«'. I was told 
that somf' are oa ~belt way". 

Dear Shorllmer Sam: My older brother has been bothered 
reC<"ntly by the local draft board. lit• has a four-year degree In 
music •ducatlon. Ills Wt"<idlnx Is coming up and he had plnnnrd 
to start teaching this fall . I want to give him tho best advice 
but I don·t want to see him In the lnlDntry . h It possible. after 
b~•lc, In re·toP for an extra year to ~ct the MOS ol his choice? 
Pfc. M.K., !Hth Light Infantry llrtga.te. w•..., your brotiler reports to ljle U.S. Army ReC<"ptlon Station 
aad la lad•clc'd, he may eall1t foi an MOS produclag school of 
~Is e~oke attordlag lo AR Mt-Jtt. If he d°""n'I waal lo do this, 
he may atlll get aulgaed lo aa Army baud U h"-.hH played •• 
hutrum...,t for a aumber ol y<"ara. Tell him lo give the pcraooael 
Interviewer all the laformatloa oa his back~round and special 1kllfa. 
If he walla uatll his aulgament and/or AIT aft ... basl<, he may not 
be able to change his MOS untll he Is In tbe service for eight moalh1 
whn he taD reenlist for another MOS. . . . 

Dear Sam: My problem ls lhat I think I want lo rclurn to 
school . If I do receive an early release lrom the service to attend 
school and then, once beginning classes, decide I have made a 
mistake, what Is my commitment? I can think of any number 
or thln11 which might arise once I retOrn to lhe Stales that might 
make me feel I· have made a decision not In my best Interest : 
things such as lamlly, financial and career consld~ratlons. \(hen 
could I leave school without vlolatlng my early separation contract 
with the Army II these problems were lo orlse7 St>cc. 4 H.P.C., liq ., 
USA.RV. 

You are required lo attend 1rhool on a lull-Ume baal1 unlll your 
normal Jo.IS date If you received the early out. Aflu that d11te, 
yoa are no longer t<>mmllted lo be la school. Should you drop out ot 
school before the required time, the Reoerve unit you were assigned , 
lo or roar Control Group could dedde lo recall you lo active duty 
for a period equal lo the time you didn't serve brcau1e of the 
t•rly out. i . . . . . . 

Dear Sam: r . would like lo · know II there Is anyway I can 
"'replace a Purple Hearl I had stolen · from roe. Spec. 4 D.ll .A. lllh 

Armored Cavalry lleglment . 
· Yea, you can gel another medal accorctlaC lo AR 67%·S-l, 
paragrapk !lid. All you have lo do 11 submit a written requell lo 
your commanding offktt for thll. Include In the request a state­
ment that the ortrlnal was loet, deoln>yed or rendered unfit f« 
u1e wtth°:'t f•ul& o~ atcled -:a your ~rt. It wo~·t .:oat y~ a cent. 

Dear Sam : Can yolJ tell me where I mlRht order applluncea 
for use In the U.S.? I want to order a refrl~erator und 1tove at 
reduced rates while I am here In Vietnam. I would llke to be able 
to choose the color and bund too. Spec. 4 n.n.w., 1st Cavulry 
Dlvhlon (Alrmoblle). _.. 

Th•re aMI senral pla~ you "°"Id try. Th• ea1lc1t 11 to try 
the 1peclal onlen counter ot your loul l'X. Nut 11 lo ,..rite lor 
aa appliance aatalog lo PA.CEX Mall Order,. Japan Rrgtonal Ex· 
dlaage, APO Inter-area '93%3. ,\aotiltt poulbllity II lo buy theoe 
appliances at one of the - oot-<if-counlry R and R sites, 1urh as 
Japan. Hoac Koag, etc. · . 

Questions on any subject may be sent to Shortlmer Sam In care of 
The Army Reporter, liq., USARV·IO, APO ln-<:ountry 9637S. All 
questions will be elven prompt attenllon and deep thought . . Unsigned 
or anonymous letters wlll not be answered. 

"' 
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Early mornin; onslaught 
centers arouiNI hunker 2 . 

U JOY-It will never be one of lhe big stories 
out of Vietnam. 

The attack that night will always se<'m small 
In lhe shadow of Dong Ap Bia Mountain or lhe 
long monlhs at Khe Sanh. 

Small, that ts. unless you Wen! hen! that night 
-unless you were with Co. D. Isl Bn. ol the 7lh 
Cav., Isl Cavalry Division, defenders of lhe land· 
ing rone. 

Pk. Robert E . . Colllns was In bunker No. l 
with three other men on lhe southwest sJde of the 
LZ. 

Forni slln'9altds the LZ on three sJdes, tall 
and dense trees where the darkness settles first 
at nightfall. . 

By the time the enemy hit, It was as black as 
only the Inside of a perimeter bunker can be-;is 
black as their view to lhe front, towanl lhe lre<'s. 

The rockets, mortars and RPG's started at 
2 a.m., but unlike most NV A attacks. the barrage 
did not stop just before the ground attack began. 
It kept up throughout the night until the last 
enemy fire ~ased at 4: 4' a .m. 

"Aller Ole barrage started, some ol our trip 
flares went off and we saw enemy In lhe wire. We 
started shooting at them wllh ·our 16's," said 
Collins. 

"Then the wire was blown." 
For a while thrre was no lllumlnat!on from the 

artillery. 

/ 
r 
~ "lt i:ot dark again, and we rould hear lhem 
crawling," said Collins. Then the Illumination 
came back .... They started to run o!t when 
we poured lead out at lhem." 

AK47 automatic and light machine gun fire 
raked over lhe bunker again and again. And 
sometime during the fight-Collins Is not sun! 
when It happ<oned-lhe bunker took a h.lt from a 
B~ rocket round. 

Sltortly a!tenrard, said Colllns, lhey noUCt'<I 
movement to their side., The men moved outside 
and !ought from lhe berm, using Ml6s and hand 
g~nades. 

In lhe morning lhere were 35 enemy dead 
ins.Ide the wire. Seventeen of those lay in front of 
bunker No. l . Three of lhe enemy were found 
less lhan lhree yards to the right of the bunker, 
lying at the foot of the berm. · 

One ol lhe enemy dead at the berm was clut. 
chlng a 8-!0 rocket. cocked and armed . 

From the dead enemy soldiers, Americans 
picked 18 AKns. six tight machine guns and over 
:!O 840 and RPG rounds . Outside the wire, they 

· found drag marks and two hasty graves . 
No, It was not a huge battle. People tn the 

States might never hear of ii. · 
To someone sitting and reading about It in 

Saigon or Ch.lcago, It will not match the aura of 
Khe Sanh, It will not seem awesome to them. 

But, then, they wrre not In bunker No. l on 
that dark early morning . 

Watch rain from box seat 
TAN TRU - One o( the most 

•·ersatlle pieces ol equlpm~nt at 
basr C'amps Is the common am· 
mun!Uon box. 

Whtn the job for which these 
boxes wen! Intended Is finished, 
they an! discarded, only to be 
snatched up by eager soldiers. 

Probably the most Important 
secondary use of the ammunl· 
lion box Is for protection . The 
U ·lnch mortar boxes an! lilied 
with dirt and stacked In double 
rows up the sides of bunkers. 

Many less Important uses are 
betn11 dtsrovered nery day. 

With the c:omlnc of the rainy 
season, company areas have be· 
come networks o( ammo box 
walkways. . 

Walkways and protection are 
necessities, but lhe role of the 
ammo box d~• not slop there . 

The wlcU-r Simm mortar box 
Is a fantastic find . After bulldlnK 
Jhelves Inside, lhe ownor can 
natl It to the wall with Its hinges 
toward the floor . A chain or rope 
can ~ secun!d to the rover and 
Inside the box so that when the 
cover IJ open It rt"malns level. 
This arrangf'ment makes a tine 
writing desk or, If you prt'fer, • 
bar. 

Grenade ammo boxf's mn)' bl• 
lined and uil•d as C'oolen for 
canned dnnks. 
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A IO)mm howitzer ammo box 
can be turncd on It• side and 
nalll'd to a wall, making a tiny 
bookshtlr. The same box , with 
shelv,•s built Inside, can I><> 
nailed stralwht up and down lo 
make a fine cabinet. complete 
with door. 

A cu•hlon of some type nall•·d 
to the lid of a arenudc ummn 
box and nicely covor.•d with 
ntarly any kind ol materlul 
make. an allract!vo loot locker 
and •tool combination . This stool 
can also ~ u•ed In conjunction 
with your wrltlnK desk . Or ls It a 
bar? 

WELL-KNOWN DISC JOCKETI'E ChriH Noel is on an 
other of her numerous visits to Vietnam to cnlerlliin and 
talk with "the boys in uniform." Although the lroop11 
enjoy Chris' show11, they nlwnys. l!Cem moro deli~hlcd to 
ju11t sit and c.hat with a pretty girl from hnck home. 

, ;.. ·-

DANGLING pu~tllke, 
these America! Div i's ion 
Rangers learn how to use 
the rope-and-pulley device 
that could be used to ex­
tract them from dangerous 
areas. The testing ta k es 
place over the South China 
Sea nc11r Chu Lai. 

Lights give sappers headache 

Flares halt enemy's movement 
LZ llALDY - Their chart'Oal-blacten<'<I 

bodies huggln11: the ground. silent fl11:urrs 
crawled slowly lhrou~h the dart. moonless 
night toward this America! Division fire base 
per!mct<r wire. 

It had taken the lortllled platoon of NVA 
sapP<'rs almost lhn!e hours to muke Its way 
to the outermoat barrier of the 1..Z, t8 
miles northwest ol Tam Ky, but their 
patlenc" would soon pay ort. 

Now they wen! wllhln the win!. Behind 
them more than a dozen trip flares and 
signal devlC6 had been lied to ·prevent 
M!Veallng their presence. Wire cutters 
snipped at the n!ma lning strands of ron­
certlna and thoy wen! through ! 

SplltUac lllto teams of twos, the half· 
naked figures slipped , through the night 
toward their asslgned targets. All around 
them. the base was qulel . 

Suddtnly there was a shout and the 
Oash.(;RACK! or an MU lrom one Df the 
bunkers. A volley of shots rang out. They 
had bttn spotted! · 

From a distant point. the low CRUMP! 
ol a mortar tube sounded, a light popped In 
·the sty and the enUre end of the base was 
bathed In the yellow, oscillaUng glow .of a 
descending parachute flare. Another and 
another of the flares burst in the sty until 

the entire base shone almost OJ bright as 
, day . 

Rtne and machine gun fire exploded in 
a staccato clatter .. ~riflemen of the 11161h 
Inf. Bde.· found their targets In the bright, 
yellow light and took a heavy toll among the 
startled sappe(s , 

In the %nd Bn .. !st Inf., mortar aru, men 
of Co. E had Just finished flrln11: a pottern 
o( defensive concenrrotlons around the pert­
meter from one of the big 4.l morlars and 
return<'<! to their bunkers when !he rattle 
of AKn fire Inside the base brought them 
racing back to their gun positions. 

" We aimed the tube rl11:ht above the lop 
of the hill, cut the charge to 2' and set the 
fuse for a two-second delay, " said acting 
gunner S~. 4 Wtlllam R. Christian . "As 
soon 4s we fired. the flares were popping 
over tbe battalion Tactical Operation• 
Center. That's where all the action was ." 

As U.ey rtred lhe llrsl Oare, two RPG's 
zlpped over the mortarmen's heads and Im· 
pacted harmlessly against !he hillside be· 
hind them, but the crew kept up Its barrage 
of Illumination with rhythmic regularity. 

"We lried lo keep at least a half-dozen 
flares burning all !he lime over the part or 
the base with the worst con ta cl," said 
Christian . "Each flare Is good for about 
three minutes. but we never time them any· 

more. It gets lo be a second sense when to · 
fire another lo ket•p up !he steadies! ' turn' 
po'5lble." ·1 

Be tween the first contact ot 1:30 a .m. 
and down , the mortarmen blasted 692 flares 
Into the ulr over the besieged base, Inter· 
spersed with more than 200 rounds of high 
explosive rounds fired Into possible enemy 
slugln11 ureas beyond tho perimeter. 

"Before lhe flare ship urrtved on s tation 
.at 4 o.m .. we had two und one-hull hour~ of 
lllumlnatlon without a •econd of darkne .. ," 
said Capt . Donald E . llradley, Co. 1': com­
mander. 

Sporadic exchanCJ!s ol M16 and AK47 
lire and broken raillo reports through the 
night told of the deadly struggle In progress 
around the fire base bunkers. WJJh the first 
light of dawn, the base defenders began 
mopping• up the few remaining Infiltrators. 

In the battle under lhe ntckrrlng flan! 
light, 43 NVA sappers were klllcd and an· 
other three detained. Amerkan cosuaJlJes 
and damages were light. Thanks to the 
quick reaction of the defenders and the 
mortar lllumlnatlon which Jell the .. ppcrs 
nakedly expost'<l wilhln !he perimeter wire, 
most of the NVA fallod to reach their ob· 
jcctlves berore being cul down In a wicked 
crossfire or Individual small arms engage· 
men rs . 


