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Vietnam communique ·July.28-Aug 3 

StOtteredJ lighting . marks ·i .. week 
Solclln-s from the Uth Infantry Dlvi· 

sloa and ClvUlan Irregular Ddense 
Group Jortts Jaly %9 engaged In an all· 
day ba"lle wttb NV A regulars near tbe Bo 
Bo Canal, 31 miles west of Saigon. Tbe· 
Americans and ARVN soldiers killed 63 
NV A 1oldlen la the fight. 
Step~chp action In tbe ttb Infantry 

Dhlslon area of operations Aug. l re· 
suited ID 47 VC.soldlers klllM. It was the 
largest number or enemy tills recorded 
by lbe dlvfsfoa . !or one day fa several 
wetts. 

Soldiers from Co. C, 7Sfb ·Rangers 
Au1. 1 eapged aa esUma~ IS NVA 
regulara In lbetr aine-bootcb NV A base 
camp U mJles northwest ol Quanc Ngal 
City, Tbe Rangers killed four ol the NVA 
and forced the rest lo nee. 

25th lnl Div 
Soldiers from .the 25th Inlantry Dlvl· 

slon and Civilian Irregular Delense 
Group (C!DG) forces July 29 engaged In 
an all.<fay battle with NVA r~ulars near 
the Bo Bo Canal, 30 miles west ol Saigon. 
The American and ARYN soldiers killed 
83 NVA soldiers In the fight. 

The CIDG force, supported by a 2"h 
Division elmnent, foond the enemy along 
dike banks ol the Van Co River and 
!ought a company size force, kllling 25. 

Following the Initial contact, the CIDG 
force continued to receive 1poradlc snip· 
er fire for the next several hours. An 
American company or lnlantrymen , lrom 
the 2nd Bn., 27th Jnl. relnlorced the Viel· 
nameoe ooldiers. During the afternoon, 
the combined forces !lushed enemy pock· 
eta or resistance centered in concrete 
bunkers alongside the dikes. During the 
afternoon, the combined force kllled an 
additional 38 NVA 1oldlera, bringing the 
total lor the action to 83 . ·. ' 

In the llrst, 11unshlps or the 3rd Squad· 
ron, 4th Armored Cav. paunded enemy 
positions on the outskirts or Trang: Pang. 
Finally the gunship pliot1 called for Air 
Force lighter support, which /urther 
pounded the area with bombs and 20mm 
cannon fir<', Division . aoldlera la tor re· 
ported finding the bodies or U enemy 
killed by the 11unshlp1 and the Jeu. 

In the second action, soldiers lrom Co. 
A, 2nd Bn., 14th Jnr. rouaht an undeter· 
mined number or NVA reaulars In the 
rice paddles and hedgerows or the Mush· 
room dl1trlct seven .miles north or Cu 
Chi. The bulk or the fl1htinlll centered 
around an enemy bunker complex: In the 
three·hour battle that , followed ,-, U NV A 
soldiers were killed, . . . 

Division soldien lrom the Jrd Squid· 
ron, 4th Armored Cav. July SI killed II 
Communist •oldien In three sharp en- . 
ga1ement1, the l1riest taklna · place In 
the Bol Loi Woodl, 11 miles northwest or 
Cu Chi. There, Co. C 110ldler1 killed six 
enemy aoldlera who hid opened fire on 
them . . Other division action through the 
area of operations raised the enemy 
death toll to 18. 

9th lnl Div J 

Stepped.up action In the 9th Infantry 
Division area ol oper1tlons Aus. 3 re­
sulted In 47 VC soldiers killed. It w11 the 
lar1eat number ol enemy ltlll1 recorded 

, by the division in sever1I weeks. 
The day 's lar1e1t battle took place In 

the early altemoon 30 miles west ol Sal· 
gon In the Plain ol Rffds when gunships . 
or B Troop, 3rd Squadron, 17th Cav. 
killed 15· VC in leu than an hour. The en· 
1•1ement by the gunships was lollowed 
by a landtnr into the area or soldiers 
rrom the ~th Bn., SOth Inf. · . 

The inlantrymen kttled II VC In ·the 
fire flaht that lollowed while artillery 
from nearby Fire Base Lanyard struck 
down lour more. Air strikes and gunship 
straflna runs accounted l<l?"'Snot:her nine 
Communl1t vlcUms, brtnalng the total to 
39 In the action. , 

Soldiers lrom the division kllled 22 VC 
In multiple actions throughout the Delta 
July JI. The larcest action took place IS 
miles southwest of Saison where 2nd Bn., 
e<lth Inf. aoldiera \llled two Communist 
soldiers and three more wne ltllled by 
1unshlps. 

. I 

Division sol<!iers came across a >/C Division soldiers killed six VC soldiers 
training ce r Aug. 1 and detained seven and 17 NVA regulars In a :wide· ranging 
members of the school's teaching cadre. serl<>S or minor skirmishes July 30. 

Soldiers ·i'rom Co. E, 2nd Bn., 60th 1nr: 
and members of a Medical Civic Action 
Team round the bodies or 13 VC soldiers 
burled In shallow graxes 10 miles south· 
east of Tllo An July 2~ · · 

Led to the graves by local towns· 
people, the soldiers determined that the 
enemy soldiers were killed by counter 
mortar fire · on their pasltion by cimno· 
n""rs of Btry. C. 2nd Bn., 40th Arty ., 
199th Inlantry Brigade. 

1st Bcle, 5th Inf Div 
Soldiers lrom the 1s t Brigade, 5th In· 

lantry Division (Mechanized) combined 
with tanks and helicopter gunships to klll 
13 Communist soldiers In a series or 
small skirmishes July 30. 

1st Cav Div 
Soldltrs from the !s t Ca~a l ry Division 

July 28 killed 18 NV A and one VC In Ifs 
area of operations . 

1st Inf fo;v 
In the only two contacts or Aug. 1, sol · 

dlers lrom the 1s t Infantry Division's 2nd 
Bn., 28th lnl. killed two Communists s ix 
miles southeast of Dau Tieng, while a 
hunter-killer team rrom tho 1st Squadron , 
Hth Armored Cav. killed a third Commu· 
n is t soldier In the same area . 

Division soldiers found the bodies or 
eight VC soldiers three ·miles southeast .oi 
Dau Tieng Aug . 3. Division inlantrymen . 
added II more or their own enemy kills to 
bring the sector death loll to 19. · 

4th Inf Div 
Division soldiers, sweeping with a 

combined ARYN and Popular Force 
group, kllled two VC a·nd detained 26 
more suspecu July 30, In a two mile 
square three miles west or Dong Tam. 

I Field Force . 

Inrantrymen from the divis ion killed 
16 NVA and one VC Jul)' 29 . In the larg· 
est reported contact or the day, an unile· . 
!ermined number or NY A fired at a light 

A reconnaissance platoon ol the Isl 
Bo .. 8th Inl. , ~th Inrantry Division July 28 
found a heavily camourlaged NV A bunk· 
er. complex while sweeping a ravine dur · 
Ing a rainstor m seven miles northeast or 
Lal Khe. · The 15 log and dirt structures 
contained a pair or freshly dug wells and 
a kitchen area . Six miles e.ast ol La l Khe. 
a short-range patrol or the 3rd Rn ., 12 th 
Inl. surprise'<! an estimated squad or VC 

. along a narrow Jungle trail , kill ing their 
polntman and forcing the others to flee . 

. obsorvation helicopter 36 miles northeast' 
Soldiers from Co. c. 15th Ran gers or Phuoc Vlnh . The helicopter returned 

Aug. 1 engaged an estimated 15 NVA Hre and · called In artillery strikes, result · 
regulars . In their nlne·hootch NVA base Ing In rive NVA deaths . 
camp 13 miles northwest ol Quang Nga l Division lnlantrymen cashed In on a 
City. The Rangers kill-!d {our of the NVA, Communist cache ol photographs Aug. 1. 
lorclng the rest to flee. The same da)', ·, live miles southwest or Phuoc Vlnh. In· 
soldiers from the same Ranger company eluded In the propaganda pictures were 
locked up with an enemy rorce six miles those . or NY A regulars l,,l_rylng to shoot 
northeast or Song Cau and, with the help down an American pla There were 
or gunships and ARYN aoldlers, killed 24 also several photograph• Chi Minh . 
or the enemy. Throu11hout the day, dlMs soldiers 

killed 11 CommunlsU. The ericans 
America/ Div also found the bodies or lour VC three 

miles norN\east or Song Be. ·, , 
Throughout the Amerkal Division 's Aue. 3, division troops killed ·U Com-

. area or operations ·July 28, 20 VC and munlsts and fOund more than 12,000 
three NV A soldiers were killed In a num· pounds of enemy rice In a day or light 
ber of unrellted contacts. action. . 

. . In sporadic action throughout the dlvl· Division soldiers killed 25 Communist 
slon area or operations Aug, I. 21 VC soldiers Au&. 3 throughilut the dlvlsl~n · s 
were killed . aru or operations . . 
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In a IO·mlnute contact with an unde· 
termlned number of VC the same day, 
soldlen lrom tho ht Squudron , 10th Cuv ., 
killed six VC and captured one crew. 
served and two Individual weapons. 

101st Abn Div 
Inrantrymen lrom the IO!s t Airborne 

Division's 2nd !In., 506th lnl. engaged a nd 
killed six NY A 10 miles northwest or Hue, 
July 28. 

Soldiers from the division July 29 de· 
talned a VC suspect In the foothills three 
miles 1outheast of Camp Evans and que•· 
tioned him concerning , tho location• or 
other VC. The suspec~ told his captors 
lrom the 2'1d !In., SOtlth Jnr. that three 
more VC wete due to pass down the trail. 
Th~y did and two were ktlled, the thi rd 
was detained. 

At night, the Screaming Eagles set u11 
an ambush position along tiie tra il. Eight 
VC walked down tho trail unaware or the 
ambush and all ol them .were killed . 

Soldiers from Co. n, ht lln., 502nd lnl. 
came unilcr heavy small arm• !Ire Aug. 1 
Ju•t alter alr-u .. uultlng Into a lundlnu 
zone 16 miles southwest of Tam Ky. lie· 
turning lire and calllng !or tactlcul ulr 
support, the Americans drove orr the ene· 
my force and dotalned eight susploefs. 

Jst Avn Bde 
Gunihlps or the 176th Assault llellco1•· 

ler Co. July 2H fought an cstlmukd 14 VC 
while supporting lnrantrymen or the 
Amorlc1I Divi1io11'1 Co. II, ~th On., 4ath 
Inr. The 11un1hlps kiUed eight In two •er>• · 
rate contacts in the coastal region eight 
miles northeast ol Quang Ngal City. 

Flying support for the 4th Inlantry DI· 
vision, helicopters from A Troop, 7th 
Squadron, 17th Aviation Group, amusheil 
more than UO abandoned enemy bunkers 
10 mllu north ol An Khe. 

173rd Abn Sele 
An element of the I73rd Airborne Drl· 

gade'1 lrd Bn., 503rd lnl. Aug. 2 ambush· 
ed an estimated VC squad, 13 miles north 
ol Phan Thlet, killing 1lx and detaining 
one 1u1pect. , 

199th lnl Sele 
A small arms exclnin&e Aug. 2, be· 

tween Redcatchers of the lffth Light In· 
lantry Brl11de ·and> VC party 10 miles 
northeast or Xuan Loe reaulted in three 
Communist deaths. 

Brtfade soldiers under the operational 
oontro or the 9th Infantry Divl1lon team· 
ed with helicopters July 30 to kill seven 
VC soldiers 12 miles southwest or Saigon. 

23rd Arty ' 
For the second day in a row, aelf·pro· 

pelled eight-Inch howitzers or the 2lrli Ar· 
Ullery Group rumbled out ol Tay Ninh 
Aug. 1 to within poun~lng ranee or Nul 
Ba Den. Gunners reported knocking out 
14 enemy-used caves, six bunkers and · 

· two lighting pasitlons. I 
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AMERICAN SOLDIERS and ARVNs 
scramble to avoid the thorns of heavy 
brush as an armored personnel t'arrier 
crashes through a hedgerow in a swampy 
area near F ire Base Jackson. Soldiers of 

the 2nd Bn., 27th Inf., 25th Infantry Divi­
sion, are giving men of the 49th ARYN 
Regiment valuable experience on meeh­
anized vehicles. 

American division fosters 
H_ighland military school 
PLEIKU - Just outside this 

city Is the lllghl1nd Junior Mii· 
tary Academy, an Institution 
which Is unique throu11:h the Re· 
public ol Vietnam. • 

The academy - stalf•d by 
ARVN cadre and one American 
9oldler and funded by the Viet-, 
nam governmtnt - ls unusual '. 
In that •nrollment Is limited to 
Montagnard males between 12 
and 18 yurs o!d whose fathers 
han served In sustained mill· 
tary operations a11:alnst the Viet 
Con11: and North Vietnamese 
Army soldiers. 

Two and half _years ago the 

~th Infantry Dlvls!on formally 
adopted the academy as a its· 
lure of friendship. Since that 
time the division artlll•ry's s' 
s..:tlon has st.own special Inter­
est In the school u pa-rt of Its 
Civic Action pro11:ram. 

Eadl · year youn11: Montarnilrd 
m•n travel Iona diltan«• from 
th•lr tribal vlllaces oc:attered 
throu11:hout the Central Hlih· 
lands, Intent upon completln1 a 
modem education and becomln1 
more closely ldentl!lrd with the 
principles of the Republic of 
Vietnam and the free world . 

lf!llt<St priority for- admission 

281st.Avn. aWarclecl 
Cross of Gallantry 

The Vletnamue Cross of Gallantry with Palm has bttn 
awardrd to the 281st Avn. Co. (A,>sault Helicopter) for Its tactical 
air support In connection with Project Delta· operations sin« June -
I~. • 

Th• company Is an element of the ht 'Aviation Brl11de'1 loth 
Avn. Bn. (Combat), 17th Avn. Gp. (Combat) . · 

Geural Cao Vu Vlea of the Joint r•neral atalf, Army of the· 
Republic of Vietnam, said In the official citation: 

··Despite sttmlngi)' Insurmountable dHllculty and extremely 
h11ardous conditions, this outstanding unit has continually dlsplayf'd 
a hl1h uprlt de corps and an undaunted spirit throurhout H Delta 
operations. 

" Partlculerly deservlnK of recognition were Delta operations In 
f'huoc Long Provln«. In Ta)' Ninh Province and In the Thua Thlen 
Province. 

_ "la spite ol c1..,.eroua ttrraln, mari-tnal weather and ntremely 
accurate enrmy 1round fire, personnel or I/le lSht repeatedly 
endan1ered their lives to support the Delta !or«S. While simultan.,. 
ously conducU111 lnlUtratlon and extracUon missions, they placed 
deadly air strikes on tnemy pockets or reststan«, accountln1 for 
some 437 enemy killed and six d•talned. In addition, the Ulst cap. 
turf'<! considerable enemy weapons, equipment and supplies and 
destroyf'd numerous structuru and 2' enemy vehicles. . . 

" These achlevementi---.re outstandln11: examples or this proud 
unit's determination to stem the now of aggression by Communist 
!orees within the Republtc of Vietnam and are tn keeping with the 
highest traditions or . the profession of arms." _- . 

Flaaked by ..,,rese•taUn members of the two airlift platoons 
and the 11:Unshlp platoon, Maj. Ellie E . Lynn, commanding olll«r, 
acceptrd the award at Project Delta, "h Special Forces Group. 

· (Abn.) , on behalf of his company , from Major General Doan-Van 
Quan11: . 

to lhe academy Is reserved for 
the sons of tht Montagnards who 
have died In combat operations 
Ju the Central lll1hl1nds , Other 
prospective cadet& must lulllll 
rt11d entrance requlrements, In· 
cludln& a battery of written ex· 
amlnatlons and a personal Inter· 
view, belO!'e beln1 admitted. 

The ' ttademy 11 ~urrkulum ' ls 
slmtlar to that of a typlcol 
Unlled Stat.. hl1h ac-hool. The 
Monta1nard• are . taught math· 
em at I ca (lncludln11: al1ebra, 
trigonometry and 1eometry), 
re n • r a I science, 1eoeraphy, 
physics, chemistry and Ian· 
1ua1es. 

Dunne IH'T and 1963, the 4th 
Division provided the academy 
with enclneennr aupport for the 

·expaT1Slon of the school's racll· 
ltlet. 

· la tan U.. ~. dressed In 
their dtstlncUve white uniform• 

-and 1culet berets, participated 
In a division Mf'dlcal Civic Ac· 
lion Prorra m u Interpreter• for 
medical aid team• who diag­
nosed and treatf'd the Montag. 
nard vlllarers near Plelku and 
Camp Enarl . 

The endurance of the stem 
discipline and rl1ors or the aca­
demic rrlnd prove esp..:lally 
valuable upon 1raduallon. Aside 
from eamln11: a much coveled di­
ploma, rradua tlnr cadets be· 
come corporals In the Repjllbllc 
of Vietnam armed lor«s . Six 
'months . later, lh•y re«lve auto­
matic promotions to the grade or 
serreant. 

Then numerous opUons · be· 
come avallable:-Some of the 
craduates enter OH~r Training 
Schools where they pursue stud­
ies leadlni to a Reserve OUlcer 
Co)nmlsslon . Others are 
schooled In Olllcer Specialty 
Branches and remain on active 
duty for tndellntte • periods of 
ti.me. 

A third rroup finds that their 
a cad em t c preparation has 
grounded them well In the field 

- of education. These young Mon­
tagnards become teachers In 
Dale To, Ban Me Thout, Plelku or 
Konturq, but they may be called . 
to active duty as ARVN reserve 
otrleers. 

from the desk of 

Shortimer Sam 
Dear Sam: l am a clltzen of Colombia ,' Sputh America, and I 

hne been ltvlng In the Unlled Statts since IH~l Jolnvd th• Army In 
St..~ptt!'mber 1967 . I hav~ bttn told that since 11-JIM not a cltlzcn o( 
the Unitt'<I States, I cannot get a fiv e-month early out. I would ltkt• 
to know if th is Is true. Spec . ~ F .P .. USA S11pport Command, Da 
Nang . 

Whomever told you that )'GU couldn' t gel an early GUI ht-cause 
you artn' t a cttlztn was sprtadlng a false rumor. Ctuun or not, 
evrry U.S. Army soldier lo Vietnam who finishes his year tour and 
has 154 or f•wtr days ol active senk• time remaining, will get lhe 
f'•rly out. 

Dear Sam: I have served three cGmpletc 12-month tours in 
Vietnam and am now St"rving a s ix·month extension which will be 
compll'l~d in January 1970, Due tG my overseas tours , I have not 
s1ll'nt a Chris tmas at home for the past liVl' years. My qu,•stlon is 
can I n'(luest a drop or, say. 21 days from my DEHOS, or should 
I rt'QUest a curt a ilment or foreiKn service? I would appreciate udvlct• 
as to whic h rrgulations I should consult for the information I nt•cd . 
Spec . S R.R.G., USA Support Command, DaNang. 

Yts . you t"an makf' a wrUtrn rrqutst to your commandlni 
oHlcer for a curtailment ol lorelra strvlce, ban'<! on lnlormallon 
In AR 614-30 and USAllV Regulation 614-30. The rtQUNil will end 
up al USARV AG. 

Dear' Sam : When I return from my Vietnam tour, I will hav" 
eight months left on acti ve duty. WUI th<' Army pay for movln~ mi· 
house trall t" r to m y next asslKnment. and upon complL•lion or my 
tour of service will the Army pay for lhl' mov ln~ cost bo l'k to my 
original home? 

• Yes, the Armi· hH a tralltr allowanre for mo\'lng costs between 
asslgnmtnls and bark to your home of record. When you chanitc 
Hslp mt• ts, chtck wllh your !Inaner oUlce for drtermlnallon of thl' 
rucl ~I you arr rnlllltd lo. . . . . . 

Dear : Well It ts Just about lime for me to ~o on ln·countri· 
· R and R. As a form("r competilive surfor. I have only one thin.: on 

my m'hod. And that Is of course to R<'I back on o bounl nnd r idl' 
some wuvt"s. Could you pleuse hl"lp me out? Where do I }.:O nnd how 
could I ~l'I a board ror thr<'e days? G.S .. 199th Infantry nri~u1k 

At the Vung Tau Enllsttd M•n'• n and R Conll'r, there Dr!' u 
ltw surf boards which the oUlc.r-ln·charge said he would ll'nd to 
1uy1 for use durlnr their stay . . . 

Dear Sam : I am consldl'rlng buying a car through the sales re· 
presenlallve at lhe Post Exchange. I would like to know II the PX 
•creens or checb the reputntlon of lhesc aulomoblle rcpre•enlo· 
lives and the lntegrlly o( the drats they make7 l have henrd a lot 
of talk about other pe9ple losing money through overseas military 
automobile purchaseS<. S1>ec. ~ Af .. Hlh Medical Brigade, Da 

Nan~he «>alracta undtr wltlch o....le ... a re tabn for iiutomobllea 
la Vietnam are ae11otlalrd and award..! by the Army and Air t 'orce 
J.o:xrhaaae Service lleadquarten In Dallaa. Tex.. aad are on a 
worldwide baala. Only reputable Hairadora are allowed to operate 
la the ayatem and the Euhaa1e laaurea prompt detlnry of the 
make and model ordered. Since there are ao muy dlffcrenl modcla 
and eholcea of optional equlpmeat available, It ta hard to make a 
11eaera l statement about aavlnga compared lo atatealde 1>rlcea. You 
should do your owa compariaoa ahopplac by decldtac what make, 
model and optional equipment you want, and ask yo"r family or a 
friend back la the ataie. to get aa ettlmate for you , This way you 
can dtttde whtre to buy aa automobile baaed oa aavlnits on a 
apttl!lc deal. Alao remember that while.the PX price• for autos are 
the 1amo wocld,.-lde. prtca: l'ary from one deaaler to the next 
wllhln the United Stalea, oometlmet within tbe Hme city. . . . . . . 

Dear Shorllmer Som: In April 1982 I became a member of the 
United States Army. Twenty-lour days luler I reenlisted und became 
an RA . I reenlislcd nol for a bonu1, but for a achool. In Muy 198~ I 
was r•leasf'd from active duty and become u member or lhe lte­
serves . I came back on active duty In Junuory 1989 und wus as­
signed to Vietnam. My ETS In the Reserves Is April 11171 . Can I 
reenlist here In Vietnam nnd collect a Vurlable Heenllstmcnt Oonus7 
Spec. '· E .R.M., USA Suppart Command, Saigon. 

Upon completion of eight monlha 1ervlce on your current acUve 
duty period, you may be discharged for the purpose or reenlistment. 
Thia could be done la Vietnam II you wish. However, regardln1 the 
bonus, I can't anawer that beuuae you did aGI tell me your primary 
~MOS. (Anyone wrllln1t to me about aul11nmenl•, promollon1 or 
f'ttallalmeata, please Include your primary MOS). Since you are 
fully eligible for caltstment, are ol a blither grade than El and 
will not ETS from the lleservea until 1971, you may be entllled ' 
to the bonus tr yoar primary MOS Multiple 11 within the system. t"or 
more Jnform.MUon, 1tt ;our re-up• 1erxeant. '\ 

Dear Sam: !l'ome lime ago i heard ·thut oil lndlvlduol Heady 
Reservists shoold conlocf their local personnel oUlcer ubout un curly 
release II they were not assigned lo an actiyutcd Heserve unit. 
Although my normal ETS was to have been January 1970, I should 
be released by Dec. 10, 1989, according to lhe recent DA meuage on 
Reservists and National Guardsmen. Next Hieard that DA set up 
a new release date and I could leave here earller. Any truth to 
that7 Spec._ 4 J .L.B., 18th Eng. Bde. 

Your release date Is still Dec. IO. Thal la the acheduled date 
by whkh all Guardsmea and Re,ervlsta called up laat year will be 
out ol Vietnam. 

Questions on any subjecl may be sent to Shortlmer Sam, In 
cue ol The Army lleporter, liq ., USARV·IO, APO ln..:ountry H37,, 
All quesllons wltl be given prompt atlentlon and deep thought. 
Unsigned or anonymous letters will not be answered. 

/ 
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Joint US-ARViN ·. operation 
secures enemf stronghold 

tit AN-An operation tQnPCtina 
t he Increasing take-over of 
ARYN forces in the war elfort 
has secured a traditional VC 
stronghold 10 miles north of Sai· 
gon . 

The joint ARVN-lst Infantry 
Division effort has resulted in ~2 
VC killed, H detain ees and 15 
Hoi Chanhs, plus numerous 
weapons and. supplios captured 
and bunkers dostroyed In the An 
Son area. 

Tbt" main ror~r was composed 
or the 26Slh, 157th, 71Hth and 
263rd Regional Forces, the 28th 
Rivor Assault Group and the hi 
6n .. 7th Reg!., Sth ARYN Divl· 
sion . Theofst Division was reprt· 
sented by Co. D, 2nd Bn., 18th 
Inf. 

The torraln or dense follago , 
watt'rwoys and swamp and nu· 
merous bunkors have allowed 
the enemy to lay low during pre.­
vlous Opt-rations and resume 
tholr eHectlveness when the Al· 
lies withdrew. Allied tactics, 
however , havo allowed the 
stronKhold lo be broken. · 

VC. Big Red On- ' a r tillery Im· . o( the VC out or hhl l°ng lo sook 
medla trl)' (a llow~ the wi th · rood and •uppllo• . 
drawal or the 82nd and t roops The low morale o( the enem\· 
were inserted fo lloW!ng the artil · and efforts of the psychological 
lery assault . operations teams operat ing in 

ApparrnUy the enemy thought the area resulted in 15 lloi 
he had only to wait out the Al· Chanhs . The psychological teams 
lies. However, the constant and broad ca s t extensively and 
sustained prossure forced many dropped ·leaflet s in the area. 

Sniffer reports lead 
to VC casualties 

RACH KIEN - Reaction to 
people snlrrer reports by 9th In· 
fantry Division's 5th Bn., 10th 
Inr., has resulted In 10 enemy 
killed and the capture of weap· 
ons, supplies and documents. 

ReacUne lo an early morning 
report, battalion troops were 
alr-llrted onto the banks o( the 
Yam Co Dong Rlvtt four miles 

. south or the Den Luc Bridge and 
there cornered a VC unit. 

Artltltry from three fire bnsos 
slammed the area with IS~mm 
and 105mm rounds and then nl r 
strikes were called In . 

_As supporting fire was llrtt'd, 
the first platoon swept th• 
bombarded area and found a 
maze or destroyed bunkers . 
Three rocket launchers, two 
rockets, an AKH, documents 
and medical supplies wero cop· 
tu red. 

August 18, . 1969 

'< ~ 
TRAINING WITH the 1st Bn., 44th Arty., nt Dong Hn , 
Stc. ·-Ho Dien installs a part on an M42Al Duster, which 
is sim~to tho T41 !.link ho will work on when he 
returns · he 1st Troop, 11th ARYN Armored Battalion, 
south of nng Tri. He is one of 18 ARVNs to train nt. 
the battalion. . 

A mal• polal o( tho operation 
. has been the rotation of troops 
on a 24-hour basis . . Desplto 
many boobytraps In the area, 
casualU•s have been kopt ox· 
tremely low by using stalker 
tactics~ waiting for tho enemy 
to move and ongaglng him. As 
the enomy was eliminated, de· 
ta 11 e d searches round the 
boobytraps plus numorous bunk· 
ers , caches of supplies and 
equipment. 

Te• ol Ille e11emy were then 
killed by artillery and Jet right· 
er-bombers . 

In the late morntnr hours, Co . 
Artillerymen give training 

The operation camo on the 
heels or a two-<lay operation by 
Jhe 82nd Airborne Division In the 
same area which eliminated 31 

A was air-assaulted Into an area 
where snlrter readln11 had i:lv· 
on evidence o( more than I 00 
VC. As the rlrst platoon mad• 
the lnlllal contact In a heavily 
bunkered palm trtt line, two 
soldiers were wounded when 
they came upon a VC bunker. 

Terrorists trapped 
in village ~mbush . 

LZ SALLY - A~l'lnve~i;1atlon by a U.S. Marine .. id South 
Vietnamese combined-action platoon hu resulted In the doath or 
seven VC torrorlsta In an ambush carried out by soldiers of 
the IOlst Airborne DIYlslon 'a 2nd Dde, 

The chain or events beran when a Vletnamose woman was 
murdered when she refused to xlve ·a squad or VC terrorists 
rice and money, The resulll ol an Inv e 1tI1 at Ion or the 
Incident cohllrmed lhe presence or a Communlsl 'elemenl In 1 small 
llshlnx vlll•Ke U miles 1outhe11t of Hue, 

The rttonaal11Hee platoon of the 2nd lln.; :!27th Ahn. Inf .. In 
conjunction with tho lnvest11atln1 combined-action platoon set 
ambush positions on the approaches · to the vlllaro and waited for 
th<• VC to return lo the area. . 

Early the next mornlnr, an estimated 14 VC soldiers tried to 
enter the vlllace. Cau1hl oH Jliard by the Allied force, the dis· 
organized enemy element tried to escape but was trappM In the 
ambush. Lt. Wllllam C. Drypolchcr reported seven enemy k:llled and 
one detnlned, 

HUEYS KICK UP dust as men of Co: A .. 4th Bn., 23rd 
Inf., 25th Infantry Division, prepare to catch a flight to 

ARVNs learn US mechanics 
DONG HA In an error! to 

maintain the Army's pollcy ' or 
1teppln1 up the ARYN capabtl· 
lty to assume a more 1ctlve role 
In the war, the rlrst or 18 Viet· 
n a m es e so Idlers are being 
trained In the malnten1nce of 
the TO tank al XXIV Corps' ht 
Bn., Hlh Arty .. here . 

Three ARYN mechanics arc 
trnlnln1 for 10 days on the 
MUA I Duster before they will 
be replaced by three more Viet· 
namose mechanics from the Isl 
Troop, 11th ARYN Armorrd Bah 
talion, located at Landing Zone 
Betty, south or Quang Tri. 

The ARVN unit uses the TO 
tank, auaull tracks, armored 
cars, 1rmored personnel car­
riers and mortars In search-and· 
clear and 1oarch-and-deslroy 
missions throu1hout northern I · 
Corps . . , 

' '11le chassis, engine and car· 
rlage of tho Tn Is ldenUcal to 
that or the Duster," CWO Virgil 
White, assistant molor oHlcer, 
said. "The only dlrterence II the 

.... .. · ~ ... 

the crest · 

type of weapon mount ed on tho 
truck." 

• Defore the ARYN soldiers 
came here, they attended u six· 
week course at the Thu Due 
Training Center In Saigon. 

White Is scheduled to go to LZ 
Dotty some tlm• In the near fu · 
turo lo help the ARVN unit set 
up their own maintenance pro­
gram. "I ' ll lry lo show them 
what they ' re doing wrong and 

llllow them how they can Im· 
p\-ove what they have, " he said . 

When all of the mechanics 
hove been trolnod , the Isl 
Troop, 11th ARVN Armored Dul· 
talion, Is scheduled to hold u 
"pnsslnl( out " purude in which 
Colonel Duom, !he AHVN unit '• 
commundlng oHlccr, wlll acc1•pt 
the unit us combul rcudy. Tunk~ 
ond Al'Cs will purnde In the ,. .. 
view cere monies . 

Infantry ~nit finds 
.large NV A camp 

. LZ WEST - The discovery of 
a lar1e enemy base camp-·con· 
slstln11 or more than 200 rein· 
forced bunkers began u bu•y 
day for a company or. Amorlcal 
Dlvlslon'1.191th Inr. !Ide. 

~ While conducting •enrch and 

clear operollons northwest of 
Tam Ky , Co. D, 4th Dn .. l is t 
Inr .. found lhe bo.e camp wh ich 
spread out over the thick Jungle 
terrain. The bunkers were con· 
ncctcd by on extensi ve tunnt•I 
network . 

Al the .ame Ume , • plutoon· 
size clement led by Lt. Juan F . 
Gonzalez killed three NVA and 
captured three lndlvldu ol weup­
ons In a small hamlet. 

"We moved up on a hoot ch 
area anti Spec. 4 Jumcs Coyle 
and SluH Sgt. Robert Splllner 
came In from both sides," ex· 
plained Gonzolez . 

The Infantrymen observed an ' 
NVA soldier sleeping In a ham· 
mock Inside the hootch. Two oth· 1 
ers slept on a nearby table. 

l.ater the some a fternoon , a ( . 
ler Co. D set up Its night defen· 
slve position, rive enemy sol· 
d lers wandered Into the area 
and cnme under inte nse wcop· 
ons fire. 

Two NVA sol<llcrs were killed 
and blood trails bra nch.Ing orr 
from the area Indica ted the oth· 
ers hod bee~ wounded. Captured 
packs yielded rice, canned fi sh 
and 9mm pistol ammuniti on. 
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