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Helicopter ~tea(T1 
·sniffs inliltfatqrs 

KATUM-Fivt NVA Infiltrator:. ·w;r. killod wher/th•y ,,...;.. 
snilfed out by th• peopl• snilf•r !•am lrom th• ll~th .-.ault 'i"t.u. 
ropter Co .. IHth Combat Avn. Bn., !st Aviation Bri~ade, opt'ratin~ 
ntar th• Cambodian bonl•r •north of h•r•. . \ 

Th• five NV A soldi•rs Wtl't' attempting to cross an OJ>('nlng that 
had brought th•m into the Republic of Vietnam, wh•n th•y w•l't' 
spoilt<! b)' 1 people snilfor team romposl'd ol a UH-lH and two 
Cobr1 heliropl•rs. Capl, Ed Ni•lson lirst sighlrd !ht aclivily and 
radioed the r•st ol the team Into action. Within st'C'Onds th• l•am was 
making ils approach for Lh• klll. As Nielson put ii, "W• rolh-d 
in and ope~ up ""ilh our mlniguns and ~mm gr•nad• lir•.' ' 

NV A battered twice · ' 1 ~- i:;cJ 

Amer!cal kills 14°~eJ.y Ti.. """'"" was shaking and slirrrd with activity as th• pro­
jortil.s and gronadPS st•..,hl'd their targ•ls. ·Tht •n•my soldi•rs 
atlmpted lo scrambl• back inlo the woods and brush but "'t'rr Im. 
mrdiaitly rakod " 'ilh mor• minlgun and gronade liro. 

On thr SK'<lnd pass all activity on th• i:round had coasl'd and · 
as lh• sniok• clurl'd it was obvious that the prop!• snilfer team 
had srorl'd another sucet'ss. 

Two NVA ollicers and thrcr regulars w•re killod in the action . 
All fin of the ent'my carrird weapons and rocket-proprllod gn•nadr 
rounds. It was rt'portl'd lhat one of the RPG rounds "·as expiodNI 
by minigun firr . No other weapons "·rre obsen•cd. 

Nielson said. of the action ··nll•sr missions are pretty routint 
and with th• mo<t advanC"t-d t)'pr of military hardwar• lor us 10 
ust•, Wl' an• ablt• lo makt> ~VA infiltration a C'Ostly man('un•r to 
tht" t•nt-m~·:· 

FB WE$T-T'wo compani••s of 
Am,•rlcal Oi\'bdon infantrynwn 
killed HN NV A regulars in two 
batlll's which rD~•-d · simultam•· 
ousl)' throu~h th•• afh'rnoon and 
lair into lhe l'\'l'nin~ soulh or 
hr.-. . 

dirrs and killl'd t•i~hl em•my sol· 
dit•rs in a bril'f lir• fi~hl. 

Then about a mile soulh"«•l 
of here lht•y found and fou~ht s 
iur~rr, thou~h us y1•t 11mlt•tt•r· 
mined sizt'. NV A unll . 

ll•llcopl•r ~uMhips and Air 
Fore.• li~hl••r bombers support· 
t•d lht• infantrymt·n in a st•rlrs 
O( dusht•s whh .. •h C'Ontinm•d lo 
t•1-upt afh'r durk undt'r tht• Mlan• 
of illumlnntlon providt"<i by urt · 
ill••ry and Air ~·on·•• !Ian• shit>S. 

was ln C'ontuC"t wllh lht• ent•my. 
Co. B io«ketl up n••ar br wilh 
anotht•r undeh•rmint•d-sizt• NVA 
fore•• belit•v•·d lo bt• from tht• 
snmt• NVA 6nil. 

A~uln, h1•1icoph•r ~unships anti 
Air Fore.• it•ls sup11ortt•u llu• 
,.\nwril'al troo1wrs in nunll'rous 
riJ.:hts in tht• ht~i.:t•rows nnd un . 
dorbrush outsidt.• llw 19filh fide. 
ht·a<lquurlt.•rs . 

........ .; ..... , 
:-. 

Tht• ~lh lnl. Bat1uiion's Co. n 
madt• initial t:onturt with un 
t•slimnlt•d t-0011,:.my of :\VA sol · 

·" 

' ·1 

·~ 

" I was rt•rt•iving rin• rrom ut 
l••ast ~an NVA piutoon wht•n-air 
s1rik1•s \land~ on lop of tht• t'll· 
•·my onll~>h•tt•ll' whwtl lh•·m 
oul.'' sui I. John Whlllt•«nr. 
Co. D's ro antllnK olllc.•r. 

At about ;t r samt• llnw Co. n 
. t 

lh-sult.1 or tht" two butllt·~ 
c.•n"<tit soldil•rs of Co . D with 
killing ~2 of lh•• NVA n•gular< 
und Co. II wilh 9t conlirrned 
kills. 

Thi• b111tallon'~ Trconn11issunt•1• 
platoon workln~ In lhl' un•u rwar 
llll' Fii kilkd un uddltlonui llvt• 
t'nt'my, brini.:lni.,: tlu.• tot<tl to HH . 

ArmY~Navy combine 
against dock blaie 

. \ 
LZ BRONCO - When a Oash-flrt recentlv erupted alonK lhe Su 

Huynh dock sheltering the villaKc fleet 12 miles soulh of here, Army 
and Naval support unils ruahed·ln to suppre~~ the fire and caan• 
for eas1l'!iitit1. 

· Within thrrl' 'minutes, two Nuval pusher-bouts und two I.muling 
Crart1 Medium werl' mnnnl'll to cnpucHy by volunlet•rs and wt·rt~ on 
the scene l'Xllnxulshlng fln•s ubo11rd numerous sumpunlll moon·d to 
the dock. 

Ruction time for five Americul Pivision m<•dic• from the ttth 
Inf, Bue. who urriv~d aboard u helicopter with bnrn mt•dldrw from 
LZ D•bbi• was sev•n minutes. 

Medics from Co. C, 4th Bn., 21st Inf. 'and lire trncks from 
lhc 19th En~ln•t•rs arrivt•d shortly lheroafler in respons.• lo u .-nil 
for help from Cupl. Hobert Smith compuny communtlt•r of A Co. A. 
41h Bn .. 21al Inf. 

Coordinullon betwern the •nldiers nnd v1 .. 1nnmt'Sl' nullonul• on 
lhe rlv•r bank and the suilors working illl' fire pumps 11bo11rd lhe 
naval bouta was •up<•rb. 

Vietn1m••e clvillKn1 would point oul u hurnir1K houl whkh 
lhreatencd to i¥nlte several others and the soldier. would direct 
naval cralt to extinguish the !lames anu tow the slricken •ampan 
away from lhe harbor area . 

This three-way basis of understanding saved several boats anu 
. prevenlrd posslblt! casuallle1 among lhe flshcrmt•n who Wl•rc de ­
sperate to salvage th•lr livelihood. 

RecognJzlng the loss to the village was severe, Smllh r<~1ucslt•d 
a civil alfairs ltam from the Due Pho Detachment, 201h Civil Af. 
fairs Co. " 

.. PREPARING TO UNSLING a · tractor ' Eng. Bn. The equipment wai used in the 
from the CHS4' Fi~ng Crane are aoldien A Shau Valley, where the engineen bll'ilt 

· from .the lOlst Atrbome Division's 36th an aintrip . . 

~ ''The IS to 25 boats Jost probably represented . !he cumulative 
profits of aevrral generations to the present owners," remurkcu 
Smith. "We hope civil alfairs can help these people get back on 
thtlr Itel after not only !heir livelihood but their homes aboard lhe 
sanpans were wiped-out within 30 minutes." 

Ale~ medic prevents 'cholera and · plagile epidemic -
PIET TOT HAN RISG - What mi1thl 

havt been serious bubonic 'plague and 
cholrr1 tpldtmics in this · vlll1ce Wert' 
ch.eked rtttntly when ,Ill<:. 4th Infantry 
DiYtsion Civil Alfalrs tt1m ol th• ht Bn .. 
Hth Inf .. dlsrovol't'd one case of ••ch dis· 
t-ase hr-rt'.. ). 

Both CUPS wero found by Spec. 4 J1dc. 
Utzm1nn as ht was m1kln1 routine 
house calls in the Tlll1ce. The medic, who 
worked for 1 yur with 1 missionary 
Lum in South America, explained lhal l>e 
w1s being tspeclally watchful for plague 
cas••. "l know from my eXJ>('rlentt with 

' the Indians of the Amazon Basin lhat 
such disusts as plague and. cholera uc 
tspecially likely during the ralny season. 

"Durlac ~ moasooa, the Montag· 
nar<ls Slick lirewood under their homes.'' 
ronlinued Ullmann, "and this makes 
ideal breeding rondltions for r1ls. The 
rals carry · flt-as and the flt-as carry 
pi•i\le." 

UtnnaM dbcovtred the plague case 
lint. "IL w1s fortunate lhal we found the 
woman with pl1que when we did.'' he 
said. "One more day would probably 
ilan bttn f1Lal." 

ynmedl11ely lftor the p!ag'ue case 

was dlsccivtred Sgt, Orlan Hall, I h c 
Civic Affairs team leader, notified Phu 
Nhon district aulhoritles, who dispatched 
a mrdical team to quarantine and in· 
oculale the villagers. 

Whllt the Vielnamese shot team vac· 
clnatcd villagers against bubonic plague, 
Lltzmann double checked all lht dwtll· 
lngs In the village, searchln11 lor any sick 
ht might have missed. . 

It was thea that he discovered a young 
woman sufftrlng from cholera. Ulzmann 
Immediately took acllon to lower the 
woman's extremely high fever. Later an 
ambulance arrived and both of ihe UI 

wert evacuated to the Phu Nhon District 
old station. 

Many of the villagers wore not present 
when the Vietnamese medical team vis­
ited and thus, did not receive an In· 
o cu I a t Ion. The Vietnamese medics 
agreed to leave the remaining plague and 
cholera vaccine with lhe American Civic 
Aelion team. 

The next day a Psyops tum a'rrivod 
to explain the importance of lhe shots lo 
the· villagtrs. Lilzmllnn then continued 
the Inoculation program. Within a few 
days the people were safe from the dead· 
ly plague and cholera bacteria. 
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··:Vietnam commuriique -t ·August 11-17 

M n•m~>~~"' ~· .~,~~~~'''" ~~~~~~'" >, ~~~~~~'-'°'"'" '" . Isl Lo1lsllral Command toa\'Oy .\ugust und1•1l'l~nlncd numh•r of NV • .\ s1ar1rd lhr Tron p · s armore<I personn•I carrier· •ight separale showdowns and Commu-
11 from ron<Ule<I fighting position• on main thhisl of !heir allack. mounled soldiers who Cough! and kill1'<1 nlsl sapper altacks on two major 471h Inf. 
botlt sldts of Highway 19 In an ambush 11 ·• · I lour VC ducking into a tunnel. Getting in· area cities. 
miles east ol An Kb•. In the llghllnc lhul 1st Bde; .Sth In Div ·. rinsing le\'l•ls of sniper fire as they ad· In a pair ol incidents 15 miles north· 
lollowod, U t'nrmy soldiers wrrr klllrd. So:dirr• lrolll lhl' 1.<I nrl.~ack , Slh l:>· \'1tnccd through lhe ar.a, the soldiers west ol An Khe. Cobra mlnlguns and 

Tropic Ugbtnlng soldiers slruck down ln~tr)' Di\·lslon C~l•ch.) Au~ . 7 kllll'tl 50 called for gunship support and a chopprr rockets. kllle<I 10 NVA soldiers a• ther 
U Communlsls In SO\'rn srp.nalc •klr- ;\'\',\ soldiers >Oulh ol th<' <lc1nililarlzr<l rnllrd In killing one VC soldier. made !utile dash" for rovc•r. 
mlslles Aug. IS. Tht' JargHI look ·plucl' In zouc ln .Uw area .kno\\'n <L' rockfl rld~e. The lrack·mountcd Americans killecl Late the preceding night NVA sapper. 
lllt' urly altttnOGn whrn Co. C, 3rd Bn.. durln~ a b:ltlalion st•:trch 1tnd dr•r mis- anolher lour VC In lhe conlacl and In· attacked the division's Isl Bde. headquar· 
ttnd Inf. and ARVN 2lld Division sohllcr. ;iou. lantrymen lollowlng behind them kille<I lers just oulslde ol An Khe. Twenly·three 
upgod morr than a rompany ol ~'"' Couto.-I •ritlt " .;.iuaJ.size ~V.\ · ,. 1 ~. thrre VC. bringing the total !or the action satchel charges were blown on the per· 
scldlrrs IS mllrs wrst or Tay Ninh. llack· mrnl w;is mo.I~ bl: >ulclicrs from Co. D, lo I? enem)' soldiers killed. !meter of Camp Radclill. ·No fatalities 
rd by artlllrT)', ' lb., alllrd lorrr klllrd JI. bl lln .• Utfi lnr. durin!: mld·da)' , when Seven NVA sappers died Aug. 16 ,.·hen were reported but eight vehicles and two 
Communists. they tried lo slip through the perlmeler buildings were dtstrO)'Cd. 

-~ t I C I lhc ..a..'JlCUl)LiL:!l-tCUl look. lhc- Red Orvil:\ I r U B Id h NVA sappt'rs storm"" a· s ava ry und,•r fir.'. '.!\n :trlilkry nl>sen·cr at 8 for· w re o a y, eadquarters or the Three days later about 20 NVA r.gu-
Dh'lsloo !anding zooe early Augusl 11 un· American Division's 196th Bde .. 21 milrs Jars throw ston.s at a 47th In!. Div .' 
drr tbr rovtt ol a •tlll mortar barra~r ward b;isc. cam1> -'POUr<I lO more rnem)' northwesl ol Tam Ky. Six were cut down ranger team in an · eHort to !lush them 
oaly to llnd Skytrooptts rudy lo rrslsl lroops DIO\'Wl!. luw:inl l!Jc .\nieiicun< and ,..hile the)' silently worke<I th~r war from thick elephant grass nine mile• eus tl 
tltrm. The AmerkaAs chased bark lbe · called hL nrUlle.rr .<111•111>rl. . through lhr wire. The seventh was killed ' ol An Khe, bul lhe ploy backfired a• the 
NV.\ lorCt', killing 17 ol t~ Communists. Liiler · ii WW>-- Ul'ICn:lined that the 50 meters Inside the perlmrler before he rangers called In Cobra gun•hlps who 

Americans were !ii:h1in~ an eslimaled could blow any ol his satchel charges . threw back rockets. 
1st Log Comm·and two NV A l'Ump.·mles. llelk<>ptcr ~unshlps Five ol the ' enemy were reported 

and the artlllcr)' pounded the nrea 11th ACR k' lled 
An estimated NV A battalion Jumped a throughout the d~)·. A lntt•r S\\"Cl'P or th• I • , . 

Isl Logistical Command ronvoy August . art'a revealed thr bodl<'!I ot t!Te ~ NV A In s~attcretl contact Aug. II In thr 
II from ro~aled ll1htlng positions on troops who dledilrthe ~ 11th Armored Cavalry's area ol oper-
both sides ol Highway 19 In an ambush 11 ntlon. H NVA soldiers were reported 

1st Inf Div 
Thunder Road, the hlghwa)' thal 

snakes down from Cambodia through 
Bien lloa, lived up to Its name Aug. 14 
when mortar·lirlng Communist lorccs 
slopped an Amer~an convoy 25 miles 
north ol Lal Khe lore being driven olf 
b)' Isl Infantry Dlvl Ion llrepower. 

milt'S east ol An Khe. Americal Div killrd. , . 
In lhe lighting thal followed, ~3 enemy The . Jarg.-t s'klrmlsh or lhe day 

soldiers were killed. One American mem· Amerlcnl Division lnfunlrrmcn. nit.led n1nfrhl'<I 111h Cav. '\I tr~; ARYN In· 
ber ol the convoy was wounde<I. ~· b)• helicopter gunshlp1 of the Hl:t Cuiuual fnnlrrmffl .....t •oldler the Isl Cavalry 

·The %7th Trans. Co. convoy, which was Avn. Bn., klllecl 38 VC uncl nine';\.\' ,\ • 01 · Dh't•lnn nncl !st Infantry tslon against 
tnroute Crom Qui Nhon to Pleiku, was hit dlers AUi. II In a dar ol sporo<llc li,;hlini: a rompnny nl NVA rt>gula : Nine enemr 
at 9 a .m. with a barra1e .of B~O rocket. throu1hout lhelr oreo ol ort•ratlon . clt'<'l<frd to 1>ke up an ARYN lnterprrter's 
mortar· and small · arms llre. Escort In the larecst corieuct nr thr drir. , , ftt~r to rnllr umJcr tin· · Chleu Hot pro. 
troops lrom lhe 18th lllllltary Poller Dri· track-mounted •oldlers or F. Trnup . . hl ~r;1111 . hu1 lh<• hulk ol lhe !or~ drclded to 
rade's )O~th l\IP Bn. responded lrom gun · Squadron, Isl Armored C1w .. ~1111ships ol li~hl 11 uut. 
Jetps: kilting 13 NVA and breaklnr the the IHth Assault llrllroptrr Co. and 
altack. A gun 1ruck and two tracloMrall· ground troops ol Co. B. lrd ·lln ., hi lnl .. 
ers were damared. !ought an undetermlne<I number ol VC 

The ambushers relrealed Into rlct' and NVA soldiers In an allrrnoon.long 
llelds llnln& the highway and 1lx hellcop· lire ll&hl %G miles norlh ol Due· Pho. 
ten · ol the 238th Avn. Co., 171h Avn. 
Group, lit Aviation Brigade rolled In on 
them with rocket and mlnlgun lire. 

Armore<I personnel carrler-mounled 
troops from the Republic ol Korea Tl&er 
Division and Air Force ll1hler bombers 
Jolne<I the Cracas. In the live hours ol 
ll1htln1 that followed, the ailled lorct's 
killed 30 ' addltlonal NVA altackers . . 

25th Inf Div .. 
Tropic Llghlnln& soldiers 1trurk down 

· n Communlsls In seven separate 1klr· 
mlshes Aug. U. The largest took place 'In 
the early allernoon when Co. C, 3rd Bn .. 
22nd Inf., ancl ARVN'2nd Division troops 
engage<I more than 1: company of NVA 
solcllrrs U mlle1 west of T&)' Ninh. ·Dack· 
ed by artillery, lhe allied lorce killed 31 
Rods. . - , · . " . 

Two days later tnranlrymm ol Co. A. 
~th Bn .. and cannontcra lrom the 2nd 
Bn., 371h Arty., aucceulully defended the 
division'•· FD St. Barbara, 12 miles north· 
west of Tay Ninh and killed IS Hpper1. 
Six additional kills In lhe division's aru 
ol operation brou1hl the total !or the da)'. · 
to 21 . · 

.1st Cav Div 
NVA sappers stormed 1 ht Cavalry . · 

Division landln& rone early Au1ust 11 Un• , 
der· the cover of a sllll mortar barrage · 
onl)' to find Skytroopers ready lo resist ·: . ·" .,,i. 
them .. ·. ~ _J~' 

/ The Communists opene<I up their •I· · ... 
tack on LZ Becky, seven miles southeast 
or Kaluin, at ~ a .m. under a rain ol 60mm 
and 80mm mortar lire; Then the sappers 
scurrle<I up to the Pt'rlmeter wire with 
wire clippers and salchel charges . In 
hand. , 

But soldiers from Co. D, 2nd ·Bn;, 8th 
Cav., were waltln& and opene<I up on the 
sappers. Heavy artillery from the .. 2nd 
Bn.. 20th Arty.. helicopter lltlnshlps and 
aerial rocket artillery chased the broken 
NVA lorce back Into the darknt'Ss, killing · 
a total ol 17 Communists; Skytroopers 
losses were reporte<I to be lour. 

An NVA force stag~n unsucttsslul 
early morning 1round assault •&•Inst U . · 
Jamie. 12 miles northeast or Nul Ba Den 
and 6 miles soulheasl of Kalum. 

At I a.m. the Slcytrooper outp<)st be· 
gan receiving a heavy volume of B~O 

.. .. ,·. 

,·, 

4ih lnl Div 
Sh•pptd-up nrtlon In the ~lh lnrontrr 

Dl\'lstnn ' • ari•a ol operation Aug. 12 re-

Nflf(O I" .TM (MC.II t'O ftOIOI ' !OJ'l'f'\I 

The tanker lruck convoy was heading 
bark to Lal Khe alter making a run up to 
Quan Loi when the Reds opened up wllh 
small arm.!I und 30 round.!I ot K2mm mor· 
tor fire along Highway 13 just south ol Isl 
lllvlslon Hl Thunder Ill. 

When the lighting sloplied 20 mlnules 
later, the Isl Division so dlers found 20 
Communist bodies . 

Laler lhe same da)', Co, A, Isl nn .. 
2Rth Inf." soldiers took on an undelcr· 
mined number ol VC six miles east of 
Dau Tlen1 and killed 12 before the rnemr 
!it'd. \ 

1st Avn Bde 
llellcoplers of the 116th Assault llell­

copter Co., 2891h Combat Avn . Bn. landed 
1oldlers ol the 251h lnruntry Dlvblon Into 
a "hol" landlnK zone AUK. 12 and then 
1tayed on honcl lo h1•l11 roul o company or 
NVA 1oldlrrs 18 mile• 1nu1hwe1t or Cu 
Chi. 

At · lhe end of an elghl-hour battle, lft 
NVA soldiers had been killed. 

As soon as the choppers had clroppcd 
orr soldiers ,or the 2nd lln., 271h Int., 25th 
lnlantry Division, they starled picking u11 
enemy automailc weapons lire. llellcop· 
ter gunnen dtrecled lire al lhc allackerM 
and put them on the run. 

101st Abn Div 
Elemenl• ol the IOlst Airborne Dlvl· 

· slon'• Isl Bn .. 327th t.bn. lnl .. !ought an 
enemy morlar position 32 mil., soulh· 
west ol llue kilting II ol lhe luunchln11 
alle's occupants. In the same areu about 
a hour and a half taler another element 
ol lhe battalion fought an undetermined 
number or NVA, killing one addlllonal 
Communist. 

3rd Bde, 9t~. Inf Div 
The 9th Division colors left Dong Tam . 

for Hawaii Aug. IS, but 3rd Bde. In· 
lantrymen, under the operational control 
ol the 251h lnlantry Division, air-as· 
1aulted tnto an area nine miles nortMast 
ol Tan An In Long An province and killed 
U VC soldiers In sporadic small clashes 
wllh enemy forces ol unknown size. 

199th Inf Bde 
In' a brief light Aug. 14, 199th Llghl 

lnlanlry Brigade.soldiers from Co. A. 4th 
Bn.. 12th In!., killed two VC 15 miles 
north.west ol Xuan Loe. A sweep or the 
contact area uncovered (Ive enemy bunk · 
ers and three rifles . • 

The next day Redcatchers from Co. n. 
'4th Dn ., 12th In!., chased lour VC through 
brush 18 miles northeast of Xuan Loe un · 
tll they ran Into a Communist force of ~O 
soldiers.. Btry. D, 2nd Bn., 401h Arty ., was 

· called In and later was credited wllh lou.r 
· rocket and small -arms lire and a small 

ground pr<>be was made on lhe per· 
!meter. About hall · an hour later under .. Yc:tttts,. ' 

"""•-."' \· •·· · ·. . 
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Cav., America! Division is pulled out by, .. 
another squadron tank. 
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·86th Leaves RVN 
BIEN HOA - Bien Hoa air base was the scene ol departure · ror 

· S38 members or the 8Sth Engr. Bn. as they prepared to 
board the jet transports headl!d !or \he United States and home . 
. Tht• batlaHon stood rormat!on on !~e Blnh Due alrllt•ld under 
the blish•rlng South•ast Aatan aun lo'I the -last time to recelv<• 
rl'wards and congratulation• from MaJol Genl'ral David S. Park<-r, 
1.·ommanding genttral oC En~ineer Troops, Vietnam. 

As•emblod In a battalion formation. 31 soldiers n•c•·lvl'd honors 
Including the Silver Star, the Bronze Siar and the Army Comm••nda· 
lion mt'<fal. During their stay in.Vietnam battalion soldll'rs have 
been awarded almost 1.000 awards, including 96 purple hearts . 

· In pn-senting the awards .' General Park<•r t>ruis<·d thl' battalion. 
saying the work It perlorm<•d on highway QIA In Lon~ An Pro­
vince was of major cons«iuence lo the United Stall's' effort In 
Vietnam. 

Fol1010iag Ute presentation ol awards, G••nl'ral Parkl>r concluded 
the ceremony with a brief stalem••nt or upprcdation !or tht• l'fforls 
of the battalion and Its individuals . 

"As engineer soldiers. we build rath<•r than dt•stro)'," tw said, 
"and you h•ve lt'Ct behind a legacy to tht• pt•ople of Viet mun ." 

Follow Ing the ceremony, the battullon mall•• tinul pn•pnrutluns 
(or the next day 's trip to Bien lloa Air Buse und their rllghl home. 

PaUtnrt was thl' . word as the men uwnifrd tl1<•lr boarding 
Instructions and waited In line lo bonrd the alrerur1. Th<·n• wns no 
Jostling and Joking white the)' wniled in ordl'rl)' slll'nce. It wu.~us If 
they hadn't come to the realization that thcr wert• Ul'tu:illy ~oing 
home. As they boardt'<I the planl's, thl' band playl'd the a11proprluh• 
tune, Up Up and Away. 

The battalion nrrlv<•d In Vietnam i~ Oclob<•r, 196fi from Ft. Dix . 
N.J. Since il:i arrival the battalion has bt•t•n rcsponsibll.' for s t•\' t•ral 
projects , lncludlnc the Tun An Plt•r protection, sevch1 l lun<I 
.dtarlng 01wratlons, the Rlnh Due nlrrield, tlw Can t:iouc Fin• Base, 

ph•s Hood and th!! construction of Don>-: Tam . 

Joint operatiOn benefits Ameri(an, CIDG soldiers 
lllGllLANDF.R llEIGllTS - A recent 

nine-day patrol by Clvlllon Irregular De­
frnse Group (C!DG) troops and ~th In· 
lantr)' Division soldiers occompllshed 
more than its primary objtctivt, 

The ml11lon, conducted throu1h • 1u1-
1>«ted tnemy lnllltrated ·aru nine miles 
northwest of Kontum City, permitted a 
bilateral exchan1e ol knowled1e. · experl· 
ence and respect among these men. To 
the , Americans who participated, there 
wo• a better unden1andln11 or the CIDG '1 
competence In the !leld. 

Workl•r oul ol Landing Zone Rau, the 
combined patrol made up of elrment1 
from the CIDG force ond from Co. n. Isl 
nn .. 22nd In!. procetdcd south alon~ .the 
we>I bank ol the Oak Kotol River toward 

a rugged mounrolnous area . Th•• mission 
wos to locate a roportcd enemy base 
camp and starch ror ony enemy move· 
mrnt . 

"Bestdts the main objective ol "the 
· plan, we accompl11h<!d a lot more than I 

think was ort1lnally planned." said · Lt , 
Giibert Tijerina. "The thlnr that Im· 
press<!<! me most was the proresslonall1m 

· or our counterparts, the CIDG forces. In 
every aspect or the minion, they proved 
their competence, and In many ln1tonce1 
tauaht mr, men and myself better mean• 
or opera! n1 1ucct11lully In this aru." 

0p<'ra tlnr In a valley which 1ym· 
metrically cuts betwttn the larx•• moun­
tain ranges, the patrol cautiously movl'd 
across the area . "Stctlon1 or the moun· 

ChOf;pers track NV A· road, 
knock out.· 3 heavy bridges 

CAMP. RADCLIFF - llellcop. 
ten llyln1 a reconnaissance 
mission In an area IS mtles 
north ol here followed an cntmy 
supply road that lead to the 
death ol elKht NVA soldiers. · 1 

The helicopters from .A Troop, 
·7th Squadron, 17th Cav., rtyln11 

In support or the Isl fide .. ~th In· 
!antry Division, located the 

rlxht root-wide road that was ·. 
. hidden under thick trlf,le-canopy 
junale, and white the I 1ht obser· 
vatlon - hellcopten lollow<!d the 
road from treetop to treetop, 
1unshlp1 covered them from a 
hlJlher allltudt. 

Altl"1' 1uaa1,,. the road !or 
eight mllt1 the helicopter team 
round three brtdgts, each or 

lOlst ·shells launch site 
. . _, 

LZ SALLY-Uslne lnlormaUon from anal)•sls ol a sln1le rocket 
crater, artlller)' from the 2nd Bde. IOlst Ahn. Div. recently killed 
SO VC and NVA soldltrs. 

The chance to strike the lethal blow 'at the enemy' came when 
LZ Sally, the brigade's base camp, received two 122mm rockets. 
close to the perimeter. An analysl1 ol Ute crater, conducted by 
the S-2 section ol tlll! 1st Bn. :!21st Arty., · result<!<! In a suspected 
launchlni 1l1ht !or the rockets. Aner comblnlne · this Information 
with lntelll1ence from ~rlpde headquprters, a final tar1et 1rld was 
plottf'd. · .-........ • •' • . 

nree batteries operaUn1 'out ol •1epan11te lire bases were · 
selectod to lire \a Time On Target (TOT) Ure mission. · · 

"TOT means that all ol the firing batteries fire their cuns 
so that the rounds all hit the target at the same lime," explained 
Si>«. $ Gerald A. Mester. . 

At the calculated limes, each battery fired, placlne a total or oe 
lil&h explosive and white phosphorous rounds on tar1et. 

truvt-1 through this urea In sOllll' time , ii 
wasn't very dlrtlcult lo ll~ure out who 
hud been using the trails ." 

They olso rccovcrctl un l'ncumpmenl of 
27 bunkers and a lar~c numbl'r ol light · 
In~ position .. "Most ol them were qult 1• 
old and · well-conecoled. but hadn' t been 
used !or months. The CIDG •1>otted munr 
1mlller thJngs, such as trull marks."' 

The CIDG's ability to notice often unob­
served signs and their uwurerwss ol whnt 
to look for alMo lm1>reu1't.I the Ucgulur._ 
"I kept lhlnklnK thut they Wl!rc the on1·s 
who hod recently used the lrulb," sold 
Spec. 4 Denni. Clary, the plutoon radio 
operator. "The)' •ccmtd to know where 
cverythlnK wu1 um! •t><>th·d even the 
mo•t ob•cun•d dctulls which w1•re help-

AN AMMUNITION BEARER from the 3rd Brigade, 
82nd Airborne Division scurries across the mar8h to keep 
up with · his fast-moving machine -gunner. Much of the 
operation took place in the muddy marshLmd. 

' '. 


