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.Vietnam Communiqu·e·,, Avgust ·25-31 

(avalri ·· ilasts · entrenthetl for~e 
Balllrs ragrd on both thr ustrrn and , en~a~! 10 °VC between two rubber jyn~les IS miles norlhr3st or Xuan Lor, 

lO'rstrrn outskirts or lh,i< ~ Cnalry Dl,·I· gron•ix miles soulhrasl o( Dau Tien~. narrow!~· · escap,•d disaster. 
sloa's arra ol oprratloll'!\ug, 31 as Sky. . \l'hlle lhe rhoppei· worked oul with Its When lht• rhoppt•r was stru<'k · b)' 
trccprrs tntrrcrptrd one sflrable NVA M61l marhlnegun, hunter-killer teams and hraV)' aulomallr weapons fire , the pilot 

·ror~ and rrprUrd another In a day lhr aero-rHlr platoon from Co. D, 1st steered his crippled emit 10 3 nearby 
markrd by SS NVA draths. Squadron, 4lh Armored Cav ., rushed in to,/clearing where he rrashland,•d and was 

Swrrplng a susprctrd enrmy·hrld rr- join Che ballle. Allogether H VC were immrdialrly surround<'<! by VC and NVA 
glca u mJlrs north or Nut Ba Orn and •Ix killrrl In the area . soldlrrs. , 
11111 ... south or Katum on the wrstrrn 25th Inf Div .A. hunltr-killl•r ream from thr 3rd 
Cringe or the Isl Cualry domain. troop· Squa1!ron, 17th Cav .. working with sol· 
rrs rrom Co. B, %nd Bn., 31b Cav .. struck A VC sniper's pot-shot at 4lh Bn., 23i·d die rs or the ARYN 481h Regt., 181h In· 
a large entrrnchrd NVA Corer and hrld Inf., troopers or Che 25th Inrancry Divl· rantry Division, in the area sped to the 
ccntart wltb 11 · throughout the artrrnoon , slon less than two miles souch d( Nui Ba scene and began making low-level pas. 
while artlllrry units and Cobra gunships Orn Aug. 25· brought down a storm of ses, kreping the enemy Crom the downed 
bra~ high ••PIOSIVH· on the Commu· Tropic Lightning artillery, aerial rocket' chopper and lls crew. . 

unit In separate ;ft arks . wt.thin st~ mil•• 
o( An Loe Aug. 27, but the quick n••n· tion 
of lllarkhorsl' troopt·r~ st)'mied the l'Oe · 
m)' lhruscs and resulted In 12 NVA : 
dl•aths. 

The first attack came a~ainst Co. 11 . 
2nd Squadron, soldiers ridin~ tanks rive · 
miles south-southwest or An Lor. An t•sti · 
mutt'<! enrmy plaloon opt•ned Ore with . 
small arms . and rocket -propelled gn·· 
nades but the tankers held theit· ground 
and r<lurned everything they had, kiilin~ 
S<'\'On o( Che attackers. 

ntsls. . . artillery and gunship (ire on the area . The Cobra gunship crews, ARVN 
Tbe NVA (lnally broke olr the battlr St\'tn · VC were reported killed. lroopers and supporting artillery killed a · 

ar.d flrd Into th< underbrush at ~: 10 p.m.. 0 n Aug. %7 · track-mounted In· tolai or 35 enemy soldiers in the vicinity 

An hour later another NVA unit 
opt'rll'd up on troopers from the regi· 
menl's 919th Engr. Co. seven miles south· 
west of An Loe .as the cnginl"'rl"S wen· 
stripping an armored vehicle destroyed 
early in Che day b)' a mine . The rasc -acl· 
Ing engineers called for arciilerr whlrh 
provt'd enough co drive off the enem)' . 
Five more NV A were killed in the l'n· 
gagement. 

lnvlng b<'blnd 2S ol their dead. rantrymen . or Co. C, 2nd Bn .. 22nd Inf., and routed the · remainder. A 17th Cav . 

7 Sf Cav D'
·v roul•d an unknown number or NVA sol· chopper landed and rescued the chree ~ 

diers from a thick!)' vegetated area or the wounded crew membrn . 
A large NV A Corre hurled itselr . Bol Loi Woods 15 miles southeast ol Ta)' b 

against a compan)' or Is! Cavalry Dlvl· . Ninh Aug. 28. Aided b)' a light (ii•• team, 7 OJ st A n Div 
slon Sk)'troopers Aug. 28, but the cavair)' the lnlan!r)'m<n killed 12 NVA regulars A join! U.S . Arm)'·Air Force operation 
stood firm and broke the enemy actack. ,.. in the I p.m. skirmish. Elsewhere during Aug. 28 surressrull)' rompiett•d a paru -

Co. O, Sch Bn., 71h Cav., troopers were a da)' of oH-and-on righting 2Sth Division chute re-suppl)' drop into the Communisl · 
air-assaulted inlo a hot landing zone four soldiers killed 29 enem)' troops. in(ested A Shau Valle)' by · dropping sev-
mil« souch-southeast or Song Be and Im· In the mosl significant arlion or a da)' erai chousand pounds or rations, munl· 
mrdiacely received (Ire from a large but' or light concart Aug. 30, cwo night am- tioos, wacer and fuel to troopers or tlw 
undrtermlned number of Communist sol- bush parrots operating northwest · or Cu !Olst Airborne DIVlalon. 
dkra uslnK small ao·ms and rocket-pro- Chi killed elRhl NVA regulnr·s. An Air Force recondo team guhled 
p•lled Krenodes. ,. .. . A Joint pocrol of lnfanlr)'men from tl1' thret• CllO• ovt•r thg•t de•plte lrn · 

The noon-day batlle lasted more than 2nd Bn., 12th In(., and the 361h lleglonul ru>MlnK llrt• b)' an 1 mortar team 
an hour before aerial " rocket arciller)" Force Co. killed lour NVA soldiers from which was driven ofr h)' lllery. 
drove ofr the atcackrrs ; The NVA soldier> a squad that walked Inca their ambush 10 Thr o·p,•ration was Jheaded by Col. 
sratcered 3nd the troopers pursurd, re· miles northwest or Cu Chi. Robert Soegrlst, commanding oHlcrr of 
establishing contact a short time later. The other four wer<> killed b)' mem· the tOlst's 3rd Bdr. and by. Lt . Col, Jo. 
. A swrrp or the batcle area later re· bers of the 2nd Bn.'s Co. B, who jumped seph lladawa)', commanding ollker or 
vealld the bodies of 17 NVA regulars. . a small enem)' force In the Clcadel region thl• 31·d Bn., St)\ Armored Cav., curre.1tl)' 

To the west a pair or 2nd Bn., 8th Cav. seven miles northwe.t or 2Slh lnlanlry under tht• operational roncrol of tht• 
companies turned up 1,000 pounds or rice, 01\'islon headquarters . Screaming Eagles. 
too pounds or corn, 12 satchel charges, 17 J99th Inf Bde 71 th ACR 
grrnades and six 81mm mortar round• In 
two caches· within a mile of each other, 
nine miles northen•t or Nut Bu Den. 

The crew or a 1991h Ll~ht Infantry (lrl· Communist !01«•• attacked bolh an 

Earlier in the week !st Cavolr)' Dlvi· 
sion soldiers locked up with a number or 
•mull Communist force. and rcpartetl 
killing 53 enem)'. A search of a batllt• 
zone 18 miles northrut ol Tay Ninh 
where tnrantr)'men roug~t an undeter· 
mined nuuibl•r o( ~roons Aug, 2S, 
netced Sk)' lroopers of Co. D, 2nd !In .. Reh 
Cav .. the bodies or 33 rnemy soldiers, 

~ad,• liRhl ob•rrvnclon hellropt<' •'. trallinu , I Ith Armon•d Cu vu Irr lleglnn•nt lnnk 
u IS to 20-mnn enrm)' unit lhl'Ou~h tht• " compnny element und , nn en~hu•erin~ 

Amer/cal Div 
Ame'rlcal Division soldiers . reporJed 

klllinK 27 Communl1t1 In widespread but 
1"elatlvfly llahl action Aua. 28. The tar&· 
.. 1. skirmish occurred 20 miles west or 
Tam Ky when trooperi from Co. D; ~th 
Un., 31st In(., confronted an undeter· 
mined number or enemy and !tilled live. 

Two da)'s later Amrrical Dlvblon In· 
(antrymrn killed 18 ·NY A and VC troor,s, 
with the lar11es1 action occurrlna 12 mi c• 
northwest of 'Tam Ky where 1oldler1 ol 
Co. II, ~th Iln., 31at ' ln(., killed five enem)' 
In rlghtln11 that rrupted from 2 to 7 p.m. 

Widespread rlKhtlnx Au&. 30, resulted ' 
in 30 enemy dead. In Che most sl1n1Hcant 
contact nine NV A reiiulars were killed ... 
when soldiers or Troop C, Isl Squadron , ; 
tst Armored Cav., saw them moving · 
through an open area four miles south or · 
Due Pho. Supportin1 artillery rt re Crom , 
rannonrrrs or the 6th Bn., I llh Arty .. 
killed oil nine. · . , 

The rollowln& day · Troop C soldiers,. ~·').:\' 
· <>•'frplng four miles south o( Due Pho. " 

round Che bodies or 20 NV A regulars. All 
hud ~en killttl b)' smnll arms Ore and 
nrtiilt•ry and nlr strikes durina the pro-
\'lou• 14 hours. . 

In another kind .or action, cwo broth· 
ers, rormrr VC who recently rallied to 
the KO\'ernment, led · America I Division · 
inlantrymrn co a ~00-)'ard tunnel complex 
st'\'en mtl" west or Quang Nga! City. 

1st lnl Div 
First lnlanlry Division soldirrs from 

the lnd !In., lSth Inr .. reporced kliltng ·1s 
rnemy on a parrot or lhr wacers or the 
Sul~on Hl\'er earl)' Am: . l6. An alert !St· 
D' ··lot'on <coldlrr abo8fd~ U.S. Nav)· pa· 
trol boat ''"' than two mil" northwest or 
B1·n :-ur saw IS tG 20 enemy swlmmln~ · 
across rhl' rivt'I'. The patrol radioed for 
artillery Illumination and gunships, while 
rlv•rborne soldiers opened up on the ene· 
my aquanauts. ;·.. _ . . . . 

Shortly after dawn the following ds)', 
a ll~ht observation hellcopte,.. tro..,,the di• 

') 

~ . 

\'lslon-. Co. B, 2nd Bn .• 2nd Inr .. saw •1'd . 

·~. 

VUHO ltO U'f 

ht Avn Bde 
In the onl)' battle action in tiw Delta 

region Aug . 27, ~unships of the 2l0th i\s· 
sault llelicopll'r Co. killed tim•e VC while 
•upportlng · ground forces of che 9th In· 
runtr)' Division 's Jrd !Ide. 10 mlh•s soulh 
of Snluon . 

Threr doys later uunshlps or till' SUJIH' 
· l'Ompany KUnncd down a trio or VC fivt• 
miles northwest of Tan An while fir ing jn 
support or the 3d Hdc .'s 5th On., 60th Inf. 

On Aug. 31 u Troop C gunship ll'ani­
rrom Che 3rd Squadron, 17th Air Cav ., . 
snaking high ~Dove u juni:le path 24 mlks 
north or Xuan Lot', cnme undt•r heuvr 
fire from un undetermined number or 
NV A soldiers in Che brush . II overing 
ovrriwad, till• gunship crews rlddl1•d the 
uren wilh mlnlu1111 On" kiilln~ · l'luht ene· 
my. 

4th lnl Div 
G11n~1i1is or tht• 71h Sq11udrn11 . t71h Air 

Cnv., s111>1>nrtl1iu 4th lnfnntry lllvis lnn 
troops, suw un esllmuted ~O NVA re~u · 
lur:t wulklni: lhrou!:h u cleurln..: 12 mi1cs 
soulhwest or An KIJC Aui:. 30 . 

WO Jnnll's R. Muse l<•d n Troop A 
slruflnu run In his li~hl ohsl'l'vullnn hl'll· 
copter urul killed lhrce or the 1•11e111y with 
muchlnei:trn fire . Followlnl: dose hl'hlncl 
In u Cohru uunship was I.I. llonuld Os­
borne Jr., who killed an udditlnnui lhree . 

Thr n•mnin<lt•r or the Cnmmunisl 
Corct• broke (or lhc shelter o( lhe ncnrhy 
Junule. ' 

3rd Bde, 9th lnl Div 
Soldiers of the 91h Infantry Divis ion's 

3rd fide , killt·d 20 VC Auu . 29 , in lluhtlnu 
north and •nulh n( their Ton An hu•c in 

· the Mekong ll"ltu. · 
Inlanlrymen or Cn . n. 21111 !In ., nDth 

Jnr., were swel'Jlin>: the hanks or u river 
eight miles north o( Tun An whet• the)' 
discovered the bodies or nine VC killed 
earlier Chis week by artillery fire . 

During Che remainder o( Che urter­
noon-long sweep the Infantrymen found 
lnlermitlent contuct with VC forces nnd 
killed nine more enemy, 

The same day l.t. Col. Gregory I' . llil · 
Ion, 2nd Bn . commander, directed Cos. I\ 
ond C In an ulr U!'i1'DUll into a VC base 
camp U mllt.•s south or Tan An, us gun -
1hlps o( Che 240th Assault llelicnptl'r Co. 
stood by to provide coverln..: rirc. ... 

Gunship crews killed (Ive VC. while 
another live were killed In i:round uction . 

3rd Bde, 82nd Abn Div 
A piacoon oflhe 3rd lldc .. R2nd Air· 

hornc Division, round n cache or cncm)' 
mldlcal stores near FD Chris 20 mile, 
Wl'SI or Saigon AUK . 31. 

I aratroopcrs from Co. C, 2nd Bn ., 
5051h Ahn . Inf .. killed two VC In the bunk · 
er complex where the · medical suppllc~ . 
were discovered . · 

In the bunkers lhc paratrool>crs found 
40 bottles or penlctllin, 12 .:3 cium S)'r• 
ett~s . 21 tetanus syrettes and JZ injection 
units or Vit•mins C and K. About 500 

' rounds or small arms ammunition and 
numerous home-made hand 1;rcnac.h.·s 
·wen• abo found . 
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A i '~"'°'"'.~"!QYtl 'Cordons Pressure 
~ . 

VC infrastructure 
CllU LA I - Cordonln~ and 

sea1Thing almoii;t u village a 
day, inrantrymt•n or tht• Amer· 
ical Division and rlements of lhe 
6th ARYN Reginwnt an• puttin~ 
pressure on tht• Viet Con~ Infra· 
strurture mrmbers operactn.£ 1~ 
miles southeast or Chu Lai. 

LEAPING FROM a chopper during a 
combat assault are these infantrymen of 
the 3rd Bn., 187th . Abn. Inf., lOlst Ail'-

borne Division. The troopers .conducted 
the assault west of Fire Base Blaze in the 
A Shau Valley. 

Since late July three com­
panies ol the USlh llde.'s, ~th· · 
lln., 461h Inf. huve worked olos•· 
with two battalions of the ARYN 
Re~lment in an lntenslv~ padfl· 
ralion effort aimed al breaking 
up the commu11is1 political at·· 
livily in the area . 

"Gelling lo l he lnfraslructure 
is the name or the Knme." said 

Difference between victory and defeat 

ARVN interpreters ratecl as e(ite breecl 
Fii M,\ ll ONI-: - Communil'oilnn 11lu)'• '"' lmpnrtunt role Irr 

wlnnlnJ.: bntrlc.•s, und mon• Important, winning wurs . 
Tht• P<'Ot>lt• moot conc1·rned with coordlnaUn~ communication 

between ARYN and Amt•rican soldiers are !ht interpreters . lk· 
c..·aus~ of lhl" importance In translating Instructions and dirC'ctlvt•s 
rupidly nnd t•Hil'irntly und1•r dire rombnl conditions , this small 
band o( ARVN "l'lilt'" ofh'n mukt• tlw dHftor~m.· t.• bt•twrt•n vil'tor\' 
and dt.•fton l . · 

All \'N lntf' r p r ttf'n art a speclul brl'ed of nwn . They nr1• 
lntelli~t·nt, dl'dlcat<•d and n•ndy 10 s.rvt• H hours a da\', One such 
man is WO Trinh Gia NKan, a ?~·)'enr-old native of Saigon. 

Ngnn Is statlont•d ut this Isl lnfanlr)' Division Fire ll•se, where 
his work tnkes him on joint operations bt•lwe<·n the 1st lln., Mih 
ARV.N Rt•glmenl and the lllg lh•d Oni•'s 2nd lln. lRth In!. 

Ngun uttcnde<I a Vietnamese school for nine yl'ars, after which 
hl' took on t•ntrnnr~ exam lo attend tht.• Vlt•tnnnH.'5e-Amerlron A:t· 
olstnnee School In Saigon , 

Admltll'd lo ihe school b<>enuse ol his soholaslk stnndlng, he 
trulnt•d two houn o duy karnlnK to s1wuk thr l::n..:llsh lnni.:uni.:t• . 
Tlh' eounl' t•on:sls1t•d of one hour of 1r:rummar, tuui:ht b}' at Vlt•I· 
nnmt-5e dvlllnn, and Ont' hour or En.:llsh !pt•aklng and pronunclu · 
lion. taught by nn American . 

· \ I 

d1•rlnllr 011l11lon• 011 An1t•rlt•u11 lift'.~ 
"Of rounr lhr t•u1lo1m1 nm.I lht' ·t or llvlni.: belwt•t•n yJur 

country ond minl' an• mud1 tliHt.•n•n You have a vt·ry J.:Oud 
country bt.•causc whl•rt•ver you want - lo co, whuten•r you want 
lo do, whalt•\'t>r you dt•stn• . .. within tht• limits of tht.• luw . . . 
you can hnvt•. 

" The U.S . Is frt't'. Vlt•lnnm Is at wnr. Thut mukt•s u ~n·ut 
rlltren•nct'. It ls wond••a·rut .10 br free.'' 

Und,•r th•• l'Ommund of Lt. Col. Wlllinm Pnrks, N~nn nn<I his 
t•ountl'rparts work dill~t·ntly to pro\'hlt• tin.• bt•st t•nmmunil'ullon 
bt•twt•t•n Anwrloan un<I Al\VN troops , 

" I now work on lleld Op<•rutlons, anal ulso 111 ilw Tnt·tknl Opt•ru ­
tlons Cent••r. Th,•re Is sonwone on dul)' H hours u duy . I fiaul 
thnl the'<' opt•railons arc of Rrent value to us. Wt• work with mttllJ' 
unit•, but mosily with th1• 1st lldt'. and units und<•r tlt<•lr 01wru1i11nul 
control, " added Ngan . 

Lt. Col. Parki ha.i bc.•t>n n trl'ntt•nclnus lwlp to us . lh• ts \lh' 
bt•:tl bullullon l'Omnutndt•r I hnvt• workt•d with In my lhn•t• y1•1\r!'I 
ht•rt' ." 

" With lht• h1•lt> we have l'l'e<•lvt•d , I h•t•I thut now ihl' AFVN 
lCOldil'n art• wt•ll t•noui,:h t•qulp(ll'd to l'ontlul't tlwlr own 0111•rullnn!'I 
with tht• hl'lp of U.S . urtlll,•ry u111I uln·rufl," concludt•d N~un . 

i 
Maj . Donuhl R. Kannady, stuff 
oHictr of tlw 19Hth Ihle. 

ln the first lhf'tl" Wt"eks o( lhl' 
j o i n I U .S .-Soulh Viel names.· 

_pal'ification drive. 721 ptrson' 
havt' been detained for question · 
in~. or lhose, 31 lnfraslruclure 
men\bNs, 71 Civil Defendanb 
(individuals of oue~ti,...nah'" ''"' · 
ally), and 32 VC or NVA soldiers 
ha\'e bet.•n round. Another :rn 
Communlsis have been killed . 

Almasi 1latly u eo1111>an1· or 1111· 
:Sth Bn ., 4i81h Inf. rini:;s one of tht" 
many hamlets and villages in 
the rice paddy flatlands . Alon~ 
with a Vit•tnumest• interrogation 
tram, they l'Omb lhe huts in 
srarrh of lhe enemy . Jusl In th1· 
south the AHVN soldiers du 
mu(•h 1he same thin.: . 

.. We'rf:' ctisruplln1; their al' tl\'I · 
1it•s in this an~a, all ri~ht , and 
wt" re hittinJ.; their food suppl)· . 
too," said Lt. Col. .Julian Wag11t'I' . 
lhl• battalion 's c.·omman<lt•r. 

The prnjC'l' l i s part of a 1011 ~ 
rangt.• 1Uli9 Victnanwse IHlt.'ifica · 
lion t·a111pa ii.:n . Allhoui.:h 1!11· 
prlmt• lnr.:d 11'1 VC who l111v1 · 
workt·tl lht·111"t'IVr!'I Into ll w 
an•a 's many small hamll'I 'ml i tl · 
l"UI slrlll' lun•s . tal'li d ans ;d~u 
aim to dbrupt the 1110\·em &nt of 
)OJ,:istil'al Sllpport of SC\'t'J'ill lu · 
nil fon·1• 11111b in lhi• vidnit}! ... 

Wlth tht• tlrh·,. only four 1lu y:-. · 
Oht nn cst11unll•d nunpany 111 .... 
one or thcst• llnlls w :1s tho111-:ht tu 
huvl' bc1•11 lot·all•tl . Infant .. , ... . .. . , 
of the ~lh 1111 ., ~11th Inf. engu~<·• I 
the 1•lt•11u•nt and rallcil in heavi 
air strikes mul arlllh·ry . Sevc1 a l 
t•ncmy wt•rc killrd, ancl in · 
lt·lll~t...'11l'C of(iduls s11 y , ' 'ollwr-.. 
wrre 11rolmhly hurinl in th1· 
nreu . 
Allhou~h U.S. 1-'otTt•s ha\' 1· 

rond11l·t1•tl conlon mul M"an·h 111• · 
t•rutlons In lhe un·a brfo1 '" 
those slnrc lulc Julv ha\' 1• h1 ·1·11 
more lntcns1fit•cl. · 

ThouKh tht roursr lastrd only t"'o hours dally , Nunn wos t'X· 
r••rh'd to study on hi• own so that his speuklng sklll, would pro­
~n·S' . To Nuon, h•nrnlnw En~llsh wasn't a bothersome bit of 
<ludy It wns u prlvlleut'. . 

lit• wo11t1•d to spt•nk the lunRUU~e fluently . 
Completlnw the Virlnnna•sc-Anwrkun Assl•lanre Srhool, Nwun 

tht•n hnd nn opportunity thot few VMnamt•se oitlzen• could rver · 
hope to obtnln, lie wos rhosen 10 attend a United Stal•'• unlvt•rslty 
bl'l'UllSe Of his excellent SChOlnstJC abllll)', 

Engrs . quickly solve iigsaw 
"f sprn• six months · In Penn•)' l\'anla studyln& to become a 

lnwr<·r. Arter thnl thaw. I wns cnllt•d 11110 military ser\'ke for 
my counlry . I returned to Vietnam and wns commissioned a warranl 
ollker because of my education . I hnve srn·ed three )'t•ars so 
fur, und niter an nd<lltlonul two yenn I will havt complehod mi· 
tour of duty .. I cun then return lo lh1• Unlh'd Stute• on<! complt•l•• 
m)' edurullon," slnted Nwnn. 

Remlulsclng nbout his <hart sin)' In the U.S. N~nn gnve some 

Ambush rips NV A 
on br.idge crossing 

FR CU RR All F.E Thrtt• 
North Vlt•ll\Umt:ce Army · rt):U· 
lnrs round lhtmseln•s out on a 
\' ~ nt• wllh no pince 10 go but 
down recently when troopf'r5 of 
the lOtst 1\lrborne Division's. 
3rd llde. sprang a surprise um­
bush on them . 

While on a mission west of 
here Co. 11, tst Bn .. ~06th Ab~ . 
Jnf .. uncO\'l'rtd a suspeC'ttd t-nt· 

·my suppl)' route. Whlit• palrol ­
hng a rl\'tr btd ,~gt. Hobin 
:'\il'hols notl~d ·~1urRe \'Int• 
hnngin~ from lhe top or a hluh 
clirr 10 a point directly on the or· 
posile side or !he rl\'er . 

Rl'alhlni thP \•lnP \'l:U(d be 10 
S\':\ 1roo1> brldKt', lht younx sol · 
<lier dtploytd his men In a hasty 
ambush on a dirf directly abo\'t 
tht \'inl~ . 

Nichols had only b<•tn set up a 
few momt~nts whrn two combat · 
loadtd NVA soldiers ussemblt•d 
bdo"' him . Thinking there mar 
be more lroops using the brldgt•. 
Nkhols decided lo continue ob· 
servatlon. 

,\ rew moments later. onotht•r 
':\VA soldier Joined the first two 
and they . began crossing lht' 
bridge In o hand O\'er hond lash· 
Ion. . 

Nlrhols tossrd n frugmenta· 
ilon grenudt into thtlr midst, 
killln~ two and hurling the olhl'r 
Into the rock)' rl"•r bed below . · 

Following the incident. Nich· 
ol• n·rn!lrd. "Th~ 1'in• IQoked 
luo larvo 10 ho • ato"'" naiut•!· 
I\' Dt'ross the ra\'ln t . I gueu 
ri-om now on they ' ll ~ . a little 
more . selt•cli\'t about lhelr sup­
ply routes ." 

LA I Kll E - Sll•·•·r hardhats 111 
the brluht Me konu llelln . sun­
ilicht and tho sound or slt•tlut• 
hammers again<l tin ra111u out 
over lhe: surroundlnJ: rll't' pufl. 
dlts. Lookln & more like u l'On· 
strucllon rrew on un urbnn sky· 
1rraprr lhan on Arm)' l'nulrwcr 

plulonn nt n Vtetnnmtsc.• bnst• 
t·ump, members of Co. I>, JffHlh, 
~:n~r . 1111 .• 1st lnfunlry Dlvislon 
sweutt•1I lhroui.:h u unique JH"OJ· 
1•et nt llonK Tum rt'l'enlly . In · 
~tt·ud of 111 • r(urrnln~ lhc U5UUI 
r nglnt•t:rlnJ: ftnt n( t•rt•cllnu 
bull11l11us 111 the murshy low-

A MODERN DAY Paul Bunyan is th is IO!st Airborne 
Ul" l•lo n trooper aa he wiuld• a heavy axe against tho 
triple canopy jungle in the A Shau Valley. The soldier, 
a member of Co. A, 506th Abn. Inf., was helping clear 
" helicopter landing zone north of FB Airhorne. 

lunds, llw pluloon wns t•11Jori11g 
lhc pleusurc of ll'arl111-: 1l11w11 u11 

t•xlsll11i: hullcll11~ In rt•t·unl lime. 
The 11roj1'Cl t•ull1•<1 fur the plu ­

toon lo truvt•I from lll'rc to Oong 
Tum, dlsmunlle the 40 by llO-fuot 
bulhllnu. loud It on 11 low-lwtl 
lruck, u111I lukt~ It huc·k lien· 
wlll're the Isl l nfunlry Division 
Is heUdlJUUrlerttl . It would theu 
be reconstrucll·d und used us u 
mess hull fur Co. A, 227th Avn . 
Jin . 

The engJn('cr wn·cklng cn•w 
nttul'kc<I the bulld i u~ with rc l­
bh. Thousands of bolts and nuh 
that ht•ltl the building logt·tlll'r 
were quickly unfuslencd . The tin 
walls uncl roof tllsappc..•urt·d In au 
noisy burst of acti vity unlil 0111)' 
the skclelon of steel beams re · 
malned . A crunt• cllsmnntlcd 
these lusl hone ·~ of tlu· strul'lu r~ . 
Only u C'Oll('r4! ll' pucl remained or 
whnl hud been a lur~l! stora~· · 
bulldln~ only hours before. 

The' dlsmantlecJ structure wus 
loaded on the !ruck und the cn~i­
ne,l:"S began the hot, dusty trip 
buck . The 100-mlle trip was une­
ventful If uncomfortable. On ly 
the inevitable bevies of curiou!'I 
Vietnamese kids met lite truck 
us It bouncc<l through the 1:n·t•11 
countryside und crow<kd vii · 
la~es. . 

!luck al Lai Khe , the engi ­
neers discovered that ii Is some­
whal easier lo lake a building 
apart than it is to · put It togeth· 
er. Jlowc..•vcr, with a little time 
and elbow greas e lhc gigantic, 
melal Jii:saw puzzle wa!I iilowly 
filled loi;elher. 
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Actfon in two-day batt_le 

Col's valor eirns 2nd' DSC 
' PLEIKU - Thl• forml•r .commandPr of the 9th f n•c l•ntly cikd be i.:an ir~ the ·l·a rly mornini:: ho:rs of 

lnlunlry Di\·lslon 's 41h Dn., J91h In!., one the lirstl March 23 when two <'ompanies ol / Viet Con~ a l· 
units to lt>a\•t• Vit•tnnm undt•r Prtsldt•nl Richard lt'mph'd to ovt•rrun o ntwht position nf'or Don~ 
N t x on' s · troop rrdt'ploymenl program, wa:-1 Tum ln tht• ~h·kOnR Dt•lla . · 
re<:ently presented ' lhe Distinguished Service . Tipp~ oil by !heir listening posts; · lhe In· 
Cross !or his part in a highly success(ul two-day '! ranlrymen were wailing .when lhe VC launched 
batlle last March. · their surprise allack. The entire perimeler ope1wd 

LI . Col. David II. Hackworth, now 'the senior up al once on the startled allackers, who imm<'· 
operations and training advisor lo South Vietnam· dia tcly headed in the opposile direction . 
ese forces in II Corps, was presented the nation ' s Su1>por1ed by a ir cavalry cl<•ments, lhe soldiers 

· second highest medal !or valor by General Bruce pursued the 1·eirealfng· VC . 
Palmer. Jr .. Army Vice Chier of Starr. in ceremo- . Flying overhead in his command and control 
nies at II. Corps lleadquarlers. . chopper, Hackworth stayed in cons I ant com mu· 

This • ·us lhf' srcond D.S.C . . for Hac kworth . In nication wilh his mt•n an lhe ground . As his troops 
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from the desk of 

Shortimer Sam 
. Dl'ar Sam , I am an E -8 with nlm• mon,s ldt to s t.•rvr in Vit•t · 

nnm. I will ~IS upon r~turnlng to Stult.•s I hav~ i,:lvt•n It mu<.·h 
llmuMhl und have del'ld,..J th•I I want to work lor th<• .U.S. gov · 

l 1rnmt>nt In Wt.•st Gl'rmany in stoc•k rt.•cords and occountlng. Can you 
1<•11 mo how I go about gelling my a11plication and when• to submit 
it ? Stall Sgt. D.K., lllh ACR . 

Well the word I recch·rd l!I thut );Ou ma)· have to wall 
unlll you grt · hal'k to lhc U.S. to up11lv. Wrlle to the (lfllcc o( the 
Cl\'lllan Pl'rsonnol Ulredor, Al'O 96375. The p<•ople there will be 
able lo h•ad .\'Ou In th• right dlrel'llon. 

addillon to his two D.S.C.'s he has Tl'Cl'ived nine- t..'l osed In on 1ht.• VC. ht.• left his ship to h•ad l'lt.•· · 
Ot•ar Snmmy, I am in n \'t•ry pn•carious position-I ha \'c 305 

duys lert ll\•C'OUl\try, My question Is , \\/ hut·~ tht.• l"hant..' 1.' or i.:l'lt ini; 
out of my lt•g unit and bl'inG: u door J::Ullnl'r for tht• 1wxt h'n Sil\'l'r Stars, S~\'l'n Bronze Stnrs for valor. four mt.•nts of his battalion in ground ossaulrs a~ains t 

Army Commendalion Medals !or valor and three slrni:gling enemy lorc<'S . · 
Republic of Vi<•lnam Gallantry Crosses. · The chase ended at lhe base ramp of a VC · 

lie has also been the receiplent of eight Purple main force battalion . 
ll<•ari.. Back In his chopper, Hackworth made plans !or 
. The 38-)'<'ar-old o((icer was IS when he left a the (inal dl'feal of the enemy. Within niinul<•s nd· 
Southern California orphanagt• to join the Army in ditional troops were alrlilled Into the an•a . On,·e 
1946, Shipped to llaly at the closing stages of the ground forces were In place artillery and TAC 
World War I!, he spent lour years In the same air bci:an to pound the ••nemi· position . 
infanlry platoon, rising from rill eman lo platoon Their base ramp now In ·rubble, the VC brokt• 
sergeant. and ran - right inlo the paliently wailing in· 

Plaloon Sgl. llarkworlh was already a \'eleran fantrymen . , 
a t 20 when he received a balllelleld commission In Several times during lhe ensuing battle Hack· 
Korea in 1951. In succeeding years he mo,·ed up worth landed his chopper amidst lwavy fire .lo 
lhe chain-of-command, serving as an lnfanlry pla· bring in supplies and 'exiract wounded sold iers. 
loon l<•ader, company commander, and In a num· Thirty hours all<•r the initial con1ac1 th• baltl<" 
lll'r of battalion and brl~ade staff assl~nmcnls : field was qulel. The VC had lost 168 men ulon~ 

ComlnK lo Vl<•lnnm wilh llw 1011! i\lrhorne nf. with mor<• lhon 70 Individual und cn•w·" 'r\'ed 
vl•lon In ion,, hl• Ml'rvl•tl o~ u 11arr oHlrer, nntl w1•11po11• . Nunt• or llw l'lKhl (rlendly r11.i1111lh•s "" 
lnler 11 ballnllon rommunder, with the dlvl!lon 's t quln•d lmmediole m<•dlcul ollenllon . 
Is l Ihle .. commanded by Col. Jnm<•s S. Tlmoth)'. \ The bullle wos typical of the 9th lln .. 391h lnl.'s 

Todny, Rrlgadler G<·1wrnl Tlmolhy Is th<• Oepu· operulion< 1lurlng the four months llarkworth wns 
11· S<•nlor A1il'isor to the II Corps command<•r and wilh lhl'm . Op<•rnllni: out of Fln•base Danger w<'SI 

· 1i11l'kworth i!'l a.i:aln n nwmber of hJ:i1 stuU. of Don~ Tam , the buttn llon C'ondu<.·ted opt.•rnllons 
Tho Ul'llon !or whll'h llurkworth "~" most which n •sulted In lhe denlh of 2547 l'lll'll\)' lroop~. 

Wounded Capt leads ass~ult 
on enemy-inf eSted hilltop 

. . ' 
I.Z R.\1.0\' - At this ' bas<• 

cn 11111 ol lhl' Amerlcnl Division's 
IUfllh Jnr. ll<ll•., JS miles north or 
Chu Cul. Lleutcnnnt G<•m•rnl 
Frnnk T. Mlldr<•n, deputy com· 
111111uler or U.S. i\rmy, .. Vi<•tnnm. 
w ..... ,.nh•tl tht• nntlon's st1c.ond 
hl~hcst nwnrd !or l'nlor to n 
cu111puny <.•ommnncl('r , · · 

Cnpl. Rlchnrd J , · Rinaldo re· 
Cl'i\·ed 1he Ol•tln~ui.Ja•d Servlcl' 
Cro.s ul \'l' l'l'monil•• for his nc· 
!Ion• thlrlnw nn nttnck on n hill· 
Jnp, 

Undrr ltlnultlo-. l'nmmuncl, 
Co. 1\, 2nd Bn.. l•l Inf .. SUC• 
1·et•d••d In 1·np1t1rlng lhe w .. 1ern 
hulf of nn lmportunt hillln11 nenr 
Ti l'n l'h110<-. JO mil<'S nor1h11'l•st 
of Chu Loi . Since lhe allnck hnd 

mr ntlnck whil<•. nl lhe some 
1I111 <', dlrectlnx nlr strlk<•s 
n~alnst lhe NVA forces . 

S<•t• inK thnr th•• JlO•illon or his 
<.'Ontpuny \\'U~ now unh•nnbh• , he 

· dlrect<·d nnd cO\'en•d It• with· 
drnwnl, <'nlllnw In KUn•hlp •trlk· 

cs lo within 10 yurds or his own 
position. At Jhe hnslil )' chos<•n 
lnndlnu zone, he quickly n •orKll · 
nin•d his company nnd 1·elnlon·· . 
lnK conipany inlo n hnsl)' ddcn· 
~h·\' pc..•rlnH'tl•r nnct NUJJt'l'\'lst.•d 
tlwlr ' '."ncuullon br .h•llcopt<·r. 

• ~ • > .. 

·A.viators brave fire 
' r .). J ;· ~ ;:.·. (.;.~· .~ . ...,_··_•.' ~ .. ~: . 

to rescoe .;'ctewmen 
of doWned ... aircraft 

b<•en conducted throuuh henvy • . 
nttlomnlil' w•npon• Ure, · the · · PllU LOI-The dtdlcotlon or Army aviators wa. dramntlcoll~ 
rompnny •U•lnlm•d nine CU.II• lllu•lroted recently when the crew or a downed ob•ervatfon h<•IJ. 
ultle- . copier wasJrr•cued from an enemy Infested area· 20 miles norlh 

A• Rlnnldo be~on lo nncuote ol Soiuon. . . · · • ~ · 
lht• wound<·d. hen\')' mortur nnd A hunter-klller Jeam conslstlnx or an All!G gunship and light 
nu1l'11hw~un Jin• <•ruptcd rrom observotlon hellcoptrr (LOil) or D Troop !st Squadron, ~th Cav .. 
llll' \'Ull<·y below. One of the llr.t !st lnfnntri• Division, was .conducting a visual rttonnaluanre alonx 
morlnr round• wound<>d the en· the weslern edge or the Infamous "Iron Triangle" when the· LOii 
lire commund uroup ol another took a number or hits from Intense ground !Ire. The ptlot ol the 
eompuny brlngln11 up relnlorr•· LOii, Lt. Louis .Gibson, although wounded In the_Je11, attempted lo 
ments. At the same time, ele· . Oy the disabled aircraft away from the aru1 but the LOH burst 
m<•nts tryln& to 10 'down the hill ·. ' Into flames • • ,, • • 1 .. . ' . , • 
were plnn~ down by small Glbsbn, was for~ ' to crash land the aircraft In a rice paddy 
urms fire from their Clonk. " near an enemy lnfe>ted position . The Cobra gunship, ·piloted by 

Rinaldo · moved among · the CWO Phllllp Carlss, made suppressive mini-gun runs on the enemy 
men of his company, now ·tern· , positions and returned to the crash site. WO Jonathan Gregory, 
porarily cut olf from ground rein· co-pilot . gunner on the Cobra and arm~ with a .JS revolver, leopod ' 
lorccment. cnln1td thl•m and out of tho hovorlni: Cobra and struggled ·through lhe walst-doep 
Jlren•nled n panic. •Afthough he · mud to the erew ol tho downod LOii ; · .. . 
wns wounded bi· mortar !rag. As Carlss took olf to conlinue his •Uppreslvo gun -runs on the 
ments, he refused m<•dlcnl aid 'enemy po<ltlons, another Darkhorse' LOii arrived on tho sceno. The 
and began to call In gunship sup· LOii pilot, ·WO ·H.J . Vad , expended his mlnlgun Into the treollne 
port. / . to keep the enemy down· and to lighten his aircraft . . . 

Ills compuny hbd now sulfered . Landing near .his threo downed comrades, Vnd threw away his . 
· 26 cosualtles, including all of the · personal body armor to further lighten the ship, crammed the 

olflcers and platoon sergeants. three Into his llny rrart , and successfully llew the grossly over· 
Taking ten men who were •till laden LOii to the nearest Aid Statlon .. Cariss continued !iring on the 
able to llghl. he held olf an ene- enemy posllion, kllllng lour, to covor the . LOii'• escape. 

· .. 

months? Pk. ·R.T .. :.!Sth In(untr)' Division. . 
11.r• W• go! Submit a D.F. with the followlng· lnformullon on II: 

UP para S·9, USAR\' Reg. 600-200, requesting that you be ussl~n,•d · 
tu n combat a\·tutlon unit for duty us a door gunnt•r. Also atla<.·h 

· a statrm•nt from .a doctor staling that you ure physkully qualllh·d 
!or such a position. Yonr U.F. mav or mu)' not bo O.K.'d ~v your 
unit l'ommund.r, th<• llnul dl'l'islon bring made hv USAH\' . 1:0011 
lu<.·k! · 

Dt.•ar Sam. · I am n draftt:a ,1 and anr,• gt.•tling n•ady to ETS 
pn•tty soon . I' m worri<•d about niy rescrvtl obligation. I know tlrnl 

· il 's unlikely Iha! I'll ha ve to bolh<•r with W<'<•kly or mon1hly 111<'1'1· 
ini,:s, but th..- sna~ is thost• sumnw r l'amps, l'\'t.' aln•a1ly m;ull• 

. plans for rwxt surnmt.•r . What's tht.• rap if ~· ou tlon 't !\how fm· an)' 
·or the mt.•t•lin~s . or summt.•r t·amp, H )'Ou nn· so rt•11uin·d to 
. uttend?· Spec. l P .H., 2Slh lnfnnlry Ill vision . 

Junr Z7, IPR7, lht• 1lrlll ult1•n1lnnl'1• rull'• w..r1• rl'liui•1l hy 
lho r!nll'nt of lll'h•nsr. Sllll'l' !hut duh', lndl\·liluul• In 1111• 
Ht• y at•rn• who hu\'~ st•rn·rl on ut.'tln• 1l11tv for nl lt.·ast two 
)'Curs .'11·111 i:••ncrull)' not hun• lo utt1•1ul th1• """·kl\' drills. In no 
C:USt.'. though, will un lnrlh·ldnul who hus st•n't'41 In \'ll'tnum ht• 111· 
\'Oluntury .assh;ru•rl to u ltt•u1l~· ltt•st•n ·t· unit for llu- puriws1• of nt· 
lt'nctln.c- Wt't'kly tlrllls. Jlowrn•r. lnclb·ltluul!'I who nrt• t' \'t'mpt 
from uth•nctln.: wrt•kl,· drills will still 'fit• n·qulrt•tl to 1mrtld11uh· 1n 
tht• normul two 0 wN•k u<.·th•t• ctuh· 111•rtod wUh tlwlr ltt•mh· ltt•st•t\'t• 
unit To nn~wt•r .vour st•<.·oncf Qtl('tttlun-ulthouJ:h nhst•nt·t•s from .. 

· trulnlng for n•usnn11 sm:h U!il skknt•sst•s or lnjun• muv ht• l' \t.'nst.•11. 
mnrr thun lhrr<' unu11thorl11•1I uh!iit.'llt't'N ml ~· our purt niu\' 1n1t you In 
hot wukr. Finl , u lt•tlt'r wlll ht• st•nt to ~· 011 u'nrnln~ you of your 
uh~tn<.'('!C, thrn, H you run to ht•t•tl thl!'j wurnln~. ) 'UUr unll t'OOI · 
munclrr muy Inform the U.S . St•kdh·t• S\·sh•m or )'our conclud. Tht• 
St•lt•t·th·~ St•n·kt• S\'sh•m Is lht•rt nuthorllt•tl . tu t•ull \ 'OU to nt·lh't• 
dut~· for II 1u•rlocl of U du\· ~. .\~'in, I( you nrt• t•nllt•1l to nt•th·c• tlut,· 
durlnK tht' flnul \'tnr o( )'Our \Ut• ncl~· Ht•st•n·1• ohllJ:ntlon Jlt'rlocl, 
you 11111)' ht.• kc•11t on ucth•t• duh for· sh mtmCh!'I lnsh·ucl o( lht• .u 
cluy~. dt•1wn1tlnl( on Chl' t' \'h'1it of yuur 11nnuthnrb:t•1I uhir.t•nt•t•s 
Imm 1lrllls. 

Dt•nr Snm, I su1>1>ost.• ) 'IHI huvc UllS\\'Crt.•cl thi s <1111 •s 1i1111 for ut ht•J' 
Gls, but plt.•usc tukt.• lht.• lime lo t>rlnl Uw nrl~\\'l ' I' ro r ll ll' . I Wl.1 11 ( 
lo he c•lt lwr u hli.:hwuv palrolmu 11 or u l'ity rmlit.·1•111:111 whc•11 
I l't.•turn honw. I hU\'l' six 111011lhs ll'ft In Vlt'11111111. I s lht•n • all \ ' WH\ 
I l'llll ~ct sonw sort of n drop In t'll Sl' I wus 1H't'1• p1t ·cl hy sunlt· h1\\ 
t.•nforr l'ru t.•nl unit ? SJ.:l , .J. D., JOlst 1\lrhor11c Ui \' blu11 . 

Ont' thin)( rou cllcln't lt•ll me• whkh hus n lot of lwnrhut 011 your 
q111•sllon, I• 11l11•th1•r or not y1111 E'[S 1111 yo11r llEllOS !rum 11\'N, 
'1'11klnl( thl• t11to l'llushh•rutlon, All lll~ · 200, 1111ru S·21i, sl11ll•s !hut 
Hr1mrutlun In Ul'l'r11t t•11111l11\' llH'nl u1i1 It lnw 1•11fort·cnw11t nrrlt•t•r I"' 
u11111lruhlo only In t.:ONUS und the •toles of lluwull 111111 Alusk11. If 
you hDYl' time In the service remulnlnJ; uftrr )' OU J:l"I luu·k 111 
lht• Slult'M, tlll'n rt•ucl on , Yuu mu.v he u1·unh'ci u lhrt·r-month 1·urly 
nut wllh •1•1111rulln11 lll'hlJI llt't'lllllJ•llNh1•il not l' lll' lll'r lhnn 11'11 1h1y• 
1irlnr tu th<• 1•H<•rllvc 1l11t11 of rmploy ml'nl 111111 within thri'I• 1111111lhs 
or lcss unlll h"J'S. An u1111llcullo11 for the •epurutlon must he suh· 
mltled six months 11rlor to ETS, uncl must l11c111di: lllt~ aolluwmg: 

I) u honu lldc olfcr of em11loy1111•nt us u puhllc 1rnlkl' offlcrr 
wllh the dute snl'11 employment Is to contm<·nce, und, 

, %.) u sh:nt•d stuh'mrnt hy .\ on ~tu Uni( th al fols c rr1,r1•srnlullnn 
or q11ulllleutlon or 11lsq11ullllcullons 11ertulolng lo this Job subject. 
yoll'o,lo o c1111rt-murllul hy uuthorltv of !Ill' Ut:MJ . 

Oellr Snm, I hnve upplled for o si•11111·ullon with in llVN In 
accordance with USAllV lkx. nJ,.1, I lnti·rul lo go Jo coll"g" In lhe 
Philippines when I um rl'lcu•cd from the Army In Decl'mlll'r. My 
question Is, wlll I be entltlod to VA cducutlonul bendlls while 
nllendlnK lhc Unive rs ity o( the Phillp(llnes? Sp<•c. S M.K .. Anll' rkn l 

' Dlvl•lon , 
A lrtter to tfte VA ro1ire5rnlntlve at the 90th Replurcment Rn., 

APO 96-t91, wlll clcur up multcn. They huvc M 111't u( hu1fl11t1on1' 
In cllles other than the U.S. whll'h quullfy for the VA cdurullonul 
anl•tance. Good lurk! • 

Dear Som, I have two brother. In tll1!' Navy. Cun they be sent 
over here and If so can I be reu,.Jgned ? Spec. 4 D.J .S., Isl 
Iniuntry Division. 

They could be sent here and you could np11ly !or reasslgment 
I( they were not Just on a rotating vessel. 

Questions on any subject muy be sent lo Shortlmer Sam, In 
caro ol The Army lleportrr, liq , USAHV, APO 90J7~ . All 11ues11m,. 
will bo Ki"en prompt attention and deep thought. Unslgn<'l i or. 
anonymous leth;rs will not be nnswcred . 
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· 'Smoking' aids US soldiers; 
hazard to' enemy's health 

' CllU L.\l . tiunstiips anll fin• at a rrlalinl)" low s(lrt•<I. E;1l'11 smok1• ship hus ap11roxi· 
rroop hclil'opt1•rs approal'11 rh1• Tl1t• pilol's skill and uliiiity lo matrly two to thn•e minu11•s or 
lan<lin~ zone (or anothrr combat pa(orm and comph•ti• his mis- smoke. If it approal'l\l's loo 

sion 1·an mran the diH1•rr1we be· slowly. 1•1·1•n though the s111ok1• 
assiullt. Rut bdort• lh,•y Sc."I IWl'l'll llw SUl'l'l"Ss and failun• 0£. will bt thit:k tnoui.:h. hr won' t 
down 01w c:hnppt1· drops to trtt'· an rntin• openllion . rO\'t•r th1• t•ttlire ;trt•n lhus h•a\'· 
top 1,•\'tl. It draws ht'a\'y t•twmy Most ht'llcoptf'r c.·om1lanh•s ing tlw · ap1u·o~u.·hing nircro1r1 ex -
(irie but l'Ontinut•s to JlUI down a . · h:tn• ont• smokt shill pilot. lie post.•d to t-m•my ~round Un• . 
proh't"ti\'t smokr srret-n in front 
o/ thl• lrt•l•lhll• surroun<ling lht­
LZ. Thr shit> i• c;il11•d S111ok1•)·. 

Clit..•s with lht• C'omnurnd and l'Oll· Tlw smokr npparntt1s i~ r\'ln -
trol ship unlit thr LZ is l'On· lh't•ly simplt'. An oil rest'r\'oir is 
rirmtd. Tht•n hr mon•s out to do c:ontai1h•d in a rubbl'r bladder lo-
his job. Jn ordt•r ro .. lht• mission ('att•d uiukr till' seats in lht• pas-
to bf' Slll'l't•sSlul ht must do it srnt.:t•r l'Ompartmtnl. 
wt'il. Wh1•11 lh1• pilot a1·th·a1t•s tlw 

Apprn;ll·hini; the.• an•a at irl't· systrm, thl' nil is fnn:ed undt•r 
top h.• \·l'I. lw bf'gins lo hty hb prts!'iun• into 3 hollow ring 
smokt sc.·n·tn. llis air ... Sllt'l'tl. whil'h t•1wirdc•s lhe t•ngi1w's t ' X· 
around tiO knols . alont.: ,\·t th lht• haust pipr . Vaporizt•U nil is thrn 

STA YING ALERT i~t. Swnngon Hudson of the 11th 
Armored Cnvnlry Rei:im'ent's 11ero-rifle plntoon, RS he 
l'over:o .the lift-off of a :\ledevnc: chopper nfter contal't with · 
:1n NVA forl'e ne11r Quan Loi. 

Smokt•y is a rt·~ular Huey 
h••lil'opl•'r, with two M60 m:\ · 
l'hine~uns mounted in lht ctoor!'i . 

but his job is probably tht nrn•i 
t-X<H'lin,.: and dani;:rrous ont pt•r· 
rormt•d durint.: ;\ c:omb:tt assault 
01wration. · It pro\'idl•s \';lluablt• 
l'O\'l'f (or lht l"l"!'il or lht• t•hop· . 
pt•rs and ht•lps loruh• int tneniy 
positions by' drawint-: thtir riritl 

winds , ;1r,• \' ilally imporl;ml. tr sprayc.•d from SC\'t•ral jtots on tlw 
. his sptt•d is too rasl 1he smnkt• ir~sit.h1 or tlw hollow ring . As tlu· 
will not bt thkk rnout.:h and it Oil 1s sprayt•d out. lh<- l,OOO·dt: · 
will chsiwrst• too rapidly . nut J.:ll· . ~rt't• e.xh:.u1s1 t.:as tur~ts Uw oil 
ill).! 100 slow l'Olll ;1I SO JlfO\'l" to ht• ' lllfO lhll'k l'IOUdS or Whitt• SIHOkl'. 
ctbastt•rous . Cnnsidt•n•d by mo!'lt pilols lo 

l>t• llll· 1110!'11 hazardous Jnl> in an 
a\'ialion t•mnpany. lht• smokt­
:; hip pilol 's d111r dot•s11 '1 l'lld ar­
trr nrnking tht" rirsl pass. Artt•r 
l11rt11~ hi• l11ill11l >1Tt'o•11 !ho• 11ir · 
l"l"Ufl g11l11• 11illl1ulr. II will n ·· 
main thtTl' until tht· olht•r ship!'I 
in tlll' 01wrat1t111 an• n•:uly tu 

Roadrunner ru,ns vital resupplf "'f._ission 
C.\)11' F..\Gl.F.-nuring World \l'"r ti 

in tlw Euro1wun thtalt•r rt•supply c.·01wo~·s 
· r :,,·rcl nrross tht• t'Otmtryslch• to !'iUl>l'Ol'1 lht• 

r;1p1dly ad\'~11l'il1}.! nnd rar.(luni,: (ronl lill<"S . 
Tht• <'OIWU)" was dubb1•d tlw .. J!,•d lh11l ~:, . 
prt•<\S. " 

Totiar ill Virtn;im's nortllt'rll I Corps tla• 
,·ii.ii. ltfl• nourbhlnt: ron\"O\' continlll'S undrr 
llw rodt• n;rnw .. Homlrurrn~·r" ro !\Upply tltt• 
1:-olttltrl (orwnrcl fire b;1M'S 111 llH' .-\ Shau 
\ ·:orh·y. 

Thl" t•on\ o~· urh:lnulrs htl't' 'wirh 1ht nu•n 

FAN FARF 

ancl \'t•hil'lt'' or tht• 39th Trnn'. nn . Om·t• 
1hl' l"Oll\"O)" ln;uf.. it!'i j\l't'l°iOll" Slllt"l''i tlr (ut'I. 
;1mmuni11on. bulltlin>.: ancl roacl l'onstrut' lhrn 
mah·ri:1ls , bc.'rr. !\O<lu. lt•t• und hot t·how ti 
olrparts for lhr j11mp·Of( pulnl, Fii llir111111~ · 
ham. 

Awnilln~ tl11·rc to pro1•ill1• !ht• 1·rn11"0)" 
roatl Sl'<'Uril)" I• C Troor>. 3rtl S1111utlro11, 
.Ith Cai·. From Uirmln~h11m to Fil nta7r 
Is I~ miles of rou~h. du>l)" mount:tl11 roa1I. 
Ont·,· nUt'l' linnnh'I\· known us " lltWkt•1 
rtidJ.:,,.. and "Am~u~h ,\lit~"." the w11ks 

• J 

han• nwtlr th<- tr1•k hrnd . ' '·· lllld lral'kS Of C Troop 
!'iubs1a111iall\" · s~dt•I'. All !'illlllk•• :-hip pilol s and lTt'\\ 

f;tl'l. liowant F. llurr. t·nm111a1ulinJ.: mrmlwrs an· \'uh11th•1 ·r" wilh 
oHkt•r ·or C Tnwlp, s;1id, · ·Tht• IOhl Air· ,. n n :o id l' rah 1 l · fl~ 111 g ti1111· 

l>ornt• 1>i\'bion · l"l'J.:;1rds this HS Olh' or !ht• i.llll:l!'i!'ll'tl hdon• rlyrng, tht·,..,t• 
mo~l impor1nn1 n11~:.ions in I L'nrps ," 111b!'i10ll!'i . Snw~e,·' !'I nussion in 

Th1·rr un• l\.\o rrusnOJi. Ftr~I or ull , tlw 1·n111hal as~a1ll1 is :i~ \' tlal i.h 
1loudrun11r1· is lhe llfrlinl' nf !'illpplies htl· ii is dung1•rn11!\ , S11wk1•y <Tt'\h 
lwt•t•n llw ftlur nn•us nnd 1ht• haM·s In 1h1• d1•1u·111I 011 llwir own !\kill 111111 
;\ Shau Vulh•y . St•c.·orull~" tht• O\'t•rlu1ul l'Oll · 1•x1u·rit•1u·t• to 111;1k1• lllt'il' 's mnk- .. 
\'O)" l't'lt':JM'S nltll'l' hel1t·uph•rs rur t•omha1 111~ · h;.11anlnt1' In lhc t·ncmv':-
mls..;lnns insh•ad or. l'IHllt•!'l!'I :-11pply runs . l1t• :1llh. . 

By~ Walt Ditzen 
" ' 

I 
I 
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Huge complex surrounded; 
strikes, guns/lips kill 34 

FR MADELEINE - A total of 
34 ent•my were killed and 73 
bunkers destroyed by tactical 
air s trikes, artillery fire, and 
gunships after the 3rd On ., 7th 
Inf.. 199th Light Infantry Ori· 
gadt surrounded a huge bunktr 
and tunnel compl,x 17 miles 
south of Saigon. 

During the slrikes, Co. B. on 
the opposite side ol the base 
camp, received heav)' enem)' 
small arms fir•. 

"I just couldn't bt•lievt> it," rt· 
l'all1•d Pre. Gary Moffitt . a 1>oint· 
man wit.h Co. C's 2nd platoon. 
" The area didn't even begin to 
resemble the onl' I had seen that 
morning: . Arter they were done 
pounding it, the wholl· art•a had 
sunk about eight feet." 

Soldiers of the Jrd On .. 7th Inf. 
huve conducted operations ln 
this area of the Mekong Delta 
for the past two months under 
the operalion and control or the 
9th Infantry Division . 

l\lt·mbt"rH of Co. C dlsrovrn•d 
lhe complex recently during a 
routine ai r mobile Opl•ration, bu t 
lht• vast size o( the base camp 
was not realized unlil massivt 
air ancl artillery strikes lilerally 
len•lecl the area late tho follow· 
ing day. 

ll111•y ~unships or tht• 9th In· 
lantry Division, l'alled In hy <.:n . 
C, killed five em•my soldiers ar. 
l1•r 1h1• l11illal 1lls1·11v1·ry 11( lh1• 
t'OlllJllt•:<. 

E t1rly lhc ne:<t morning , bolh 
Co.s C and B wt'l'l' ;1innobil('d 
ll;u:k inlo ttw <.1rea t'ffl'l"lively 
:O.IJITOUIHlini: lh<" l't\Cll1)' slroni.:­
hnlJ. 

Original plans l'alled fnr Co . II 
Ill \l'l"\"C ilS ii hlol'k i n~ rol'('l' 

wl11lc L'o . l' swt•pt lhrough lht• 
('a lllp. hut ar1er !h t• 111\lls were 
in!'oerh•tl air ~lrlk t• , wt•rr judJ,.:t•tl 
lll'l'l'''UI')'. 

"We held our return fire bl'­
cause we Wl're notified that a 
rriendly unit was about to en-
1-:ai.:e the enemy," explained Co. 
B's Jrd Platoon Sgt. Allen Foote . 

Shor tly after noon the soldiers 
called in additional arlllh•n· fire 
anti uir strikes. · 

As lht.• set·ond barra1-:e beJ,: ~111. 
Co. C receivc..•d ve ry heavy and 
accurate J::razing rire from an 
eslimated U to 20 enemy sol· 
dlcn . 

Immediately fire was re-
turned. and air and artiller)' 
strikes were adjusled on tlw 
enem)' soldiers initialing: lht• 
fire . 

At this lime a company or the 
9th Division joined and a 9th Di· 
vision psycholo1-:ical op1.•ralions 
plane bega n circling th" area. 

With the additional troops, the 
pPrimeter uround tht• bu~e camp 
wwf llJ,:hl1·n1•fl, und lwo t•nrmy 
,,ohlier. rulll1•d lo Yth lllvi>l1111 
forces undt•r lhl' ltt>puhlk nr 
Vil•tn<.im 's Chiru lloi Program. 

The inrantrymen spenl mo:-.t nr 
the l'l'!'>I of ll1e .aflernocm l;iy111i.: 
lu·hind wh.al l'O\'Cr !he\' 1:011111 
(ind while ~aturallon or itu.· i.Hl'il 

from lhe ulr •·onlinued. 
lty 4 p.m .. ;11r strik1·' · arlll· 

lt•r)' , uml g:11n~h1p fire cnd:tl, 
1111<1 Co. C movt"d In tn Mlf'\'f'Y 

1111· 1!1111wgt• hro11~h1 hr !111· ila r 
Inn~ olllaek. 

As lher mo\'ed through lhE" 
area. mt•mbers or Co. C realiz.•d 
lhal th1•r wt>re wa l kin~ throu~h 
lht" rt>nwins of u ballulion s1zr 
IJast• t·amp mudt• up uf · · largt• 
lunnels anti numerous bunkt>rs. 

'"The main body of one tum1l'l 
alon:..• was larJ.,:e enoui.;h to hold 
oYt'"· too soldiers, .. Co. C com· 
maruJer C;.1pl. CrorJ.,:l' Walls ~•lid· 
later. 

Hunkt·rs ran i.:t•d In silt' from 
1hn·1· rrrt by six ret·t with thrC'~ 
reel of O\'t•rhrad {'0Vl'I' to l0 ft•e-1 
square wilh rour lo six rret or 
l'O\'t'r. 

One of the morr t•laborale 
bunkers wa~ l'Ollslrurled or l ' Oll· 

nt•lt• 11ncl positlnnrd 1111cl1·r a 
t'anal. 

" A p;1"'"J.:t'Wll)' (rum lhl" 
h1111k1•r It-ti Into llll' lt111m•I l'Olll· 
plex, •· Wall s rxpla1m•< I. 

Thr infanlr\'ruC'n Cound J-1 l'nr· 
111~· hmht.'!'> ·a~ tht•y mnvt•tl 
1hrm1~h the an·a ;lion~ with 1:1 
dc!'>lrny1·1l h11nk1·r!'o . 

All lnt;.ill'd durrni.: tll(• day, 
rour 1ac·11cul llil' ~1n1'.1•.; , 1111111.'I' · 
tHI~ pas~es by !Jlh 1>1v1 .,in11 ).!1111· 
~hip~. uud O\' C'r I .lilHI arlillt·r~· 
rouml!'> wrrr u,1•11 lo tlt•,lrn\· 
whal hall om·l' lu•1•11 a lari.:t• 1•m;· 
mr h;1,1• nf 01wral10lh. 

A SQUA D LEA DE H from ihe :'nd lln .. !illlith J\hn . Inf.. 
lifl ships in for n lnndini: in prcpnrn t ion for 11 co111l111t 
11"'111111 sm1ihwcsl of Cnmp Evnns , hc11dq11 :11·t1·rs of 1r11 · 
llllsl 1\ irhorne Division :lnl lld1·. 

"Wt• w1•rc J11sl unlnu1llni.: lht• 
lnu ·k, wht•11 lht • fll'!'>I Jt'I ~ll'lkt• 

"a' 11111 111 . " ro11t11u•1111·d I.I. 
t:h·11 I>. l>n•yr r , Co. C 'i l'l'Ollcl 
pla10011 l1·;11Jtor. 

Guard traffic from ambushes and mmes 

" ,\ l:omhinrcl liatTllhl' of air 
~lnkr'i, artillt.•ry 1111d g1111!'>h1p 
fin.• lollmn•d, lastinJ.: ahout two 
huur-.( ·· n•1·a lletl Oreyrr . 

Highway's security includes clean sweep 
,\rlHlc,~,.r fire wus provided hy 

lllrv . B or the 19tlth 's :!nd Hn .. 
tulli Art)' ., :ind lltr)'. II of thr 5th 
Un .. -l:!1ul Arly ., wllh two otlu•r 
nl'urhy nrlllh·ry unll"' lu·lplng 
out. 

Gt1t1!'.hi11s w1·rr ugnl11 ~u111illt•d 
h)' the Yth Olvlslo11 . 

ffl(; lfl ,,\ Nll Elt llEU: llTS -
In lht• t•urly hours of ~11111ii-:h1, 
llw mrn or Co. A, :!1111 Hn ., ~th 
Inf. , -Ith lnfnnl r y llivlslo11 huvt• 
ulrt·u1lv h1•1•u ul work for !'>Oll\t" 
tl1111· .. 

Thtlr Joh h lo mukt sure l'l'I'· 

Hunter-killer team 
mows down NVA 

llAU T I ENG- Scv1•ntl'1'n !'nemy •Oldlers W<' rl' kllll'd nnd u 
Ynrlety of wcupon~ wt·rc cupturrtl ns lhc \!jt Inru11lry Ulvblon ' s 
cruc..·k huntcr-klllt• r t•xperti l'Onlhnu·d to umns!t un lmpn·s:ilVt• n•c..·111"<.I 
nl 1•Hkitont ort•rntlons. 

Lt. llugh L. Mills wns !'ondu1•ting n t)'rlcnl visual .n•connalssnnl't' 
from his 0 11 -GA durlnJ.: hunh•r·klllt•r 01wrntlons l'Dndut•h•tl by U 
Troo1' . tst Squudron, 41h Cu\'., Sl'\'t.'n mah•:( soulhrust of hen'. 

lt'hll1• Miiis un1I hi" i-:unm•r, Srwt·. 4 Jnm1·s t-:. Purkt•r wt•i-1• 
moving uvt•r lht• trt.•t•tops looklni-: for tht• tll':<I Vlt'llms to l"O nw 
undt•r ltw sword of D Troop, u Corn• ol ubout :!O NVA soldh•rs 
wus spollt•d nnd lm1111..·t.hut1•ly 1•ni-::1i-:t•d wllh lht• st·out's mlnii-:un 
nrut MtiO murhim•1-:un fin'. 

Tiu· NV:\ soltlh·rs wt•rt• pnnil'·slrit·k1·11. but It was ton l:1h• . 
As tht• rt·d smok1• J.:rt.• muh· mnrk1·cl lh1·1r lot·alion for lht• nlht·r hair 
or 1h1· lt·am. pilot I.I. · Paul II. Ft~h mun und .i.:unm·r WO John H. 
V;1rrw r roll1·d in with a Cobr~1 gunship. :\(tt•r ttw J.:Ullship htHI 
f1111slwtl. lh1· s1·m1t n11111• bm·k undt·r thl· !'oll10kt• to uss1·ss lht· d~1111agl' . 

St•t•111i.: that lht• Cobrn had dont• its work propt•rly. !ht• At•rn 
rirlt• pl;11tu111 or tht• troop wus lll'it'rh·d to J>olil°l' up tht• s11011~ 
anti nrnkt• u i.:rnuntl U..;~wssnwnl of tht• t'OlllUl'l. St·uth'rt•tl' rt•s1stu nl't' 
l>)· lwu North Vit•t1u1nwst· soldlt-rs \\' US o\'t'rt·omt• qu1t·kly l>)· tht• 
.-\t•ro rHlt• 1•la10011 , un<I !ht• nn•u wus Sl't"llrl'. 

Tht• rt·suU s : 17 North Vi1•1num1.•st.• soldlt•rs Wt'l~l' killt•d, six SKS 
rHl1•s, st•vt·n AK-17 rifit's, o rw ht•uvy mul·hlnl"J.:Un, one tWmm 
mortur with l:! rounds, om• RPG luum·her ulso with 12 rounds, and 
tHll' th·h1111t•t• who providt·d valuable information. 

Thus unotht.•r roullnt• huntt•r -killl•r opcrution conductt·d by 
0 Troo)l turnt'd into a nii.:htmnn• for tht• 1.•nt•my, somt'thrn,.; lhat 
st•t..·ms to huppt·n ort<.'n of lalt..'. 

tutu 'l'l'llOn' nr lli ~ hwar 1-1 l ll'l' 

frt•t• 11( 111 111e"' anti !'>Otft• for 4th 
lll\'blon l rno p.'li lru\'ellni.: h .·· 
1w1.•t•11 Cump l·~n;irl aud lht• 
hnrnt· or tht• 211tl Htle .. llli.:h· 
lanl11-r lh· l~hts . 

Thr ?nd Ji n., Mth Inf. , whos e 
1irtmary mlsswn Is lo IH't1vitlc 
"et·urlly 1110111: the hlghwny, nm · 
duc..·t .- 111! 11 0 ."tWCt'11)t from lht• 
111ul11 l'Oll\'OY l'hl'ekpolnt to lh1• 
gute or lll~hlunder lli•lghts 
dull)'. The importunt'e or <Ul'h " 
tusk ls proven eud1 1lay by lht· 
ht•uvy truffle whit'h truvt•ls 
lll ~hway t4, the 11111111 through· 
wuy In Kontum Provln('e. 

Co. A, under the commund or 
Cupt. John J . Kulen, I< respon· 
•ibl • for • 10-mlle •tretd1 or 
roud. Wo r king out ol LZ Joye•'. 
•·11d1 plutoon or Co . A is usslgned 
u prcdetermint•d scctloll of the 
l'OlllpLH1) 's nrt'U o r responsl · 
bltil)'. 

'l\\o ,\ r 111on·tl l't•r!'.01111rl l'ar· 
rit'l'!'o llt'atl ror 1111'11' :-.lur1111g 
point. 1\ I lht• 11111 , t•I nf the 1111!'>· 
,,loll . It' l l/II'\ or IWO ll'~llllH~ JIO,i· 
!1011!'> on holh 'lclt•' of the 1111-:h· 
\\' II)' . 

flu lht• cllrl ~houldt•r or lht• 
highway, ho th 111111t!·~wr1·1u•r, 

move r1111ll1111sly, ex11111111111g 1111' 
11re11 whllt~ 1•111plo)• l11~ t•lcdrl1 ·11 I 
1111111• clctt·t ·tonL Sl11111ltune1111s ly 
holh mt·n lnvcslli.:ult· lhe roud · 
sltles vbuully for JUI )' ~ii-:11~ 
which muy pi11pol111 un t•nemy 
explosive• . 

P t•rlod lcu lly t he nll' n Mwlkh 
rolL·s, cud• spernllni.: u11 equul 
amount of lime ul one poslllnn. 
Minults urll'r Pk. Larry Farrn ­
t~r be$:Un his · shHI us mine 
sweeper, the dclet·tor respond1•d 
positive!)'. 

Sgt. Curtis Fox. :i1·tlng platoon 
leud1•r , deheull· ly hru~licd nwuy 
Hw"-\i,and from an ulmu!'>I unnoli-

n·ahlt• 1110111111 111 !ht• road-.1cl1• . 1\ 
ll\'t• 11111rlar 1011rnl ap1wa11·d ,., 
l'k . f:c·11rg1· l \ 1 r ~la111l, \\:&ld1111 1~ 
from ulop llu• lnu·k n ·111ark1•1I. 
" l b 11ally wh1·11 \ ' 011 rtud urn· lh nl 
1l11 ·111b tllt'rt' ur;• pruhalily ·1wa11 
n1up' ar111111cl ." 

W11hrn 11111111ll·s the 11111•rali1111 
is ai.:ain i11 11r11 1~ n·~ !'> . lht• mort ar 
h11v111~ lw1·11 clhpo, rcl of 1·111t" 
full}' lty C11rlh . Thr l1·11111'i, 11ow 
llWlll'C of 1111• illl'f"l'il'Ctl JIO~~I· 
hilily or 11111n· 1111111 ·~ bel111-: 
pn·~ent 111 Ilic an•a, lwc·oint• a 
llttle more tll'lllwralc in th1•1r 
lllOYCnll'lllS . 

A." l ht~ plalon11 m•ar~ Ilic cud 
or ii.'\ an•n of rt'!'>Jlflll !'o lhllll y 1114'1'1 ' 

liuve heen 110 furll ll'r lrwulcnh. 
Their rnls~l1111 1·0111pl1 ·1t·ll , llw 
men rel11r11 lo llll'1r po,ls "' 
rood sef'urily . 

In a short time a11olllt'r 1·011vol 
roll~ hy , t·o11ri1lt•111 11r a !'o1·c·11n· 
und mine fr1 ·e l11 J,: hwa\' lh ank!oo 111 
lh t• 1111:11 n( !ht• ~1.rt B1;. Hlli J11f. 

Campfire burns Charlie 
AN Kll E - Ir Charlie had followed the warn­

ing, of Srnokc•y lht• lk ~1r arul dou sc·d his c..·a mpfln· . 
he 1111gh1 have"l ivl·cl anolht·r cla y. 

But as i i lurnt-d out, Troon A. 71h Bn .. 171h J\1r 
C;,1vnlry Sqtwdron or lhl' 171h Avi;,11io11 <;roup 
(ComlJal) turned th e clay into tlis;.1s11·r for fl\'l' 

·North Vil'tnumese Army !'>nltllt•rs 111 a thit-k 11111gl1· 
just soulhw1.·st of lwn· whlh• su pporli11i.: tht• hi 
lltlt'., -lth . lnfnnlry Division. 

Early in !he morning, A Troo11 . let! hy Capt. 
n ohert IL llotnt•n, dlscoven·d ,,evcral frt1!'ohly ·<:U I 
trails. indica11ng: somt·one had hcc•n in llw an·a. 
and nol long ago. 

Thl' ligh t o hsl'r~ation hl!lil'optt·r' (LOii) kept 

..... 
looking for mnrr ~ii.: 11, , 1111lil 1111·) 'pollt·d a c-amp 
£tn• '1111 hlll'lllllJ.: <111t l a:1part•11lly ll 'l'd hy f1v1• to Ill 
pt.•opli- . 

.\ frw llJlnuh·s lall'r, WO .l :1111t' 'i IL Mu '4 ' , \\ho 
al tlu· 111111• """ fly111i.: the It-ad J.())I, .,pot11·tl ll\t' 
NVJ\ n·;.:11lars, 101111i.: fic..·lt l pad.:s and Al\.17'~ . 

"" oh't'f'\' l'r. Sgt. i\1c'lv11t .I . J1wk, 1111111t.•d1a t1 •I) 
opt•rwd 111·1· w tt ll /11, a11lo111allC' w1•ap1111 :11111 k1ll1·1I 
0111• . Tiit• olhc·r, found eov1•r 1111ch-r lht• heavy fo · 
hag<'. 

Mu't· a11d Sgl .Jock flt-w 0111 hut n·lu'nu·d lo lht• 
an·a and fo1111tl tht· olher four. The pilot f11·1 ·d 111 , 
1111111 ·1-:1111" 1.md k1llecl 1he11\. 

Al'l'fH'Jfl(•flH'll, l1·d hy src. Lowell K Bowman 
n·tncved lht· field p~H:ks and 1•111·111 _\' Wt"i1po11, . 


