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Vietnam communique 
~ . . ; . ·· .. 

Calm /Jrok'n by Ottatf<s 
Shortly after the a.nnounc•-nl" of llo 

Chi Mlnb's death Sept.- 5, NVA soldiers 
bnte three weeks ol relative 'calm In the 
!st Cavalry Division area ol operation by 
rocketing thr~ maJcr Skytrooper base 
camps and trying to ovtrrun a landing 
zone. 

But one eaplured enemy soldier told 
allted forces that he was completely lgno· 
rant al the lad ol Ila's passing. 

The major thrust came In the predawn 
hours against LZ Ike, five miles north ol 
Nut Ba Den, Alter dumping about %0 
107mm rodiels Into the perhneter, a 
large but undetermined number ol Com­
munists ehargrd the wire In a batlle that 
lasted several hours. When the enemy 
fell had, they left 37 dead and 24 AK47 
rifles. 

The same · day, 24 enemy ambushers 
were kllled when they attark<d a Isl Lo· 
glslleal Command eorrvoy traveling from 
Lal Khe le> Quan Loi along lllghway ll. 

The anihushen launcht'd small arms, 
culcmalle weapons and mortar fire from 
both 1ldea GI the rood. Bui eseortlng 
meehanlzed lrooprn from Co. B, 2nd 
Bn., l4th Armor, under lhe oprrullonal 
untrol ol the 11th Armorrd ·cavalry 
l!eilmtnt, relallaled lrom their armorrd 
penonncl c1rrl•rt and aun Jeep1. 

The convoy rollrd on lo 111 dt!llnallon 
with one Vt'hlcle 1nstalnln~ modrratc 
d».mage. 

25th lnl Div 
NVA •oldlen burrowed In one or lht• . 

myriad caves on Nul Ila Den gathered 
Sept. l a( the cavern '• mouth to glean a 
few moment• ol early morning sunshine, 
l>ut were greeted hv a rain of 2~th Jn . 
luntry Division artillery, 

At dawn when IH enemy soldlen 
cllmhed lo the mouth ol the cuvern, guo· 
ner> from liq ., liq . Co., 2nd lln ., l~lh Ar· 
mur, •potted lhe •tunnel dwrllers and Im · 
medlutely hurled eight DOmm •hcll• - lnlo 
the mouth or the cave, killing all IH, 

Armor men from Co. A. checklnK the 
re•ult• or the barrage, killed three mort· 

. NVA regulars who were fleeing up till' 
rnountuln~lde. 

J4t~~lxAp~\'l.1) 10lltlhn~1W·- ~u·r.~1crf~1J1 ('~n\~ 
!>ringing lhe dei•lh loll In the area to 27 . 

In action on Nul Ila Oen Sept. 8, mech · 
anlzed lroope,.,. or the division's 4th lln .. 
23rd Inf., klllcd another 27 enemy without 
•U•lulnlnl( a cn.ualty, 

In another day ol algnlllcanl contact. 
Tropic Ll~hlnlng soldiers Sept. 7 crn•hed 
Into the llu llo Wood• 10 miles norlhwosl 
ol Cu Chi nnd when .they came out an 
hour Inter 25 NV A re1ulars lay dead . 

Trooper. from the 2nd lln ., 22nd In! .. 
locnlcd an NV A plutoon In tho lwl•lcd 
woods ohoul O: 30 o.m . and lmmedlntel)' 
ullnckcd -lhe well·cnlrenched enemy, 

Artillery and air support helped to 
soften u11 the Communist dclen!l'S and 
within the hour ground force! were nbh• 
to overrun the enemy bunkers, t 

1st Cav Div 
Alrpower gnve the ht Cavalry Div(. 

•Ion u hcnvlly ono·sldcd edge ngaln!I 
NVA regulars Sept. I as the Skytroopen 
und aupporllng unit• reported killing ~2 ol 
the enemy without losing a man. 

In the most" significant action, a trio ol 
hi llde. hellcoph•rs were dogging a ht•av· 
lly traveled Jungle troll northea•I of Nul 
1111 Den when they flew p.11st more than 2 
NVA resting along the path, their curg 
or l07mm rockets 1>ropJll;ll_Jl against 
tree• beside them. p-' 

The contrabancµ.tll'iio proved lo 
NVA soldler~<lolng, On the guns 1 ' 
first pass hey hit the 107s, whkh CX· 
ploded ti kllled ut least four of the 

Alter lhc Initial strike, the chop 
called . for art Ulery support from S )'• 
troopers at nearby LZ Jamie: Artllle r 
rounds thundering ·throughout the a a 
killed another 12 enemy-S-..ldlers ho 
were hiding In the brush to avoid the un· 
ships. 1 

The following day a :company or V• 

alrymen of the 2nd Bn., 8th Cav ., look n 
•n ••tlm•t•d NV.\ Pl•laan in • bunl.•t1 
base eamp complex 19 miles northea•l 
Tay Ninh. Company C soldiers battle 
with the enemy for about 10 minute 
while tube and aerial rocket · artllle 

hammered ;81 their bunkered positions. 
Twelve NVl soldiers died in the action 
and the remainder ol the platoon !led, 

In the second attack an ·a Isl Cavah·)' 
landing zone during the week, 24 NV A· 
regulars were killed when cavalrymen 
foiled their attempt to overrun LZ Jamie 
Sept. 5. 

While the NV A force. worked their 
way up to the perimeter wire. a shower 
of more than SO mortar rounds crashed 
into· the landing zone . However, pi!Q,ts in 
Cobra gunships directed rocket a~d mln­
igun fire at the enemy troops advancing 
in the dark . 

When Isl Cavalry rlre power !inallr 
br oke the attack, all 24 enemy dead were 
found stretched on or near the wire. 

1st Inf Div 
Troops from the Isl lnlanlry Dlvi· 

sion's Isl Bn ., 16th Inf., under the oper· 
allon>I control ol the 11.lh Armored Cav· 
airy Regiment, Sept . S took on an NV A 
company spotted In the Jungles one mill' 
northwest ol An Loe. 

In the clash that followed, the In· 
fantrymen and artillery from nearby LZ 
Eagle I hammered the hapless enemy , 
kllllnK 40. 

· The .ame day u heuvlly·armcd NVA 
force alormed the wire of lh<• dlvl•lon's 
~·n Thundero Three I~ mil°' south ol An 
Loe, but gave up hope ol overrunning lhe 
ntg Red One position ·after 19 en<•mr 
wt•rc gunned down . 

The ground attack was p1·ec1•d1•d by 
mortar fire Into the perlmeltr. Ry lhl' 
time soldiers o! Co . A, 2nd Rn .. 2nd Inf .. 
had begun recnnnalssunce by !Ire , an un· 
determined number or the Invaders were 
through the wire and hud positioned 
them>tlvcs In a drainage ditch , where 
lher escaped small arms and . ~0 - callber 
murhlnei:un rirl' .. 

'•· 

Thtt defenders routed .the NV A troops 
(rom the ditch by bounc~ in hand gr•· 
nade~ . At dawn the allackers withdrew . 

11th ACR 
Third Squadron elements lrom the 

I Ith Armored Cavalry Regiment in the 
An Loe area Sept . 7 spearheaded an ar· 
mored punch Into an NV A troop concen· 
!ration three miles southwest ol the cllr 
and killed 42 of the enemy. 

Driving Sheridan tracks, Rlackhbrse 
troopers from Troop I, 3rd Squadroo, 
tocked up with an undetermined number 
of NVA soldiers In the -trlple-canopird 
Jungle . 

While gunships and artlllery rained 
lead upon the Communists, tanks from 
Co. M, 3rd Squadron, rumbled up from a 
different side, blocking off one ol the 
NV A escape routes. 

Four hours later as the sun lell lhe 
Jungle-covered battle scene, so did the 

· cnt•my, leavlnJ: behind 42 bodlt.•s and two 
.~l -callbt•r muchlneguns . 

The same day another NV A force six 
miles northea>t ol Loe Ninh tried to baK 
an I Ith Cavalry helicopter In a crossfire 
of .SI-caliber machlneguns . The Black· 
horse chopper and another gunship sl· 
lencl'll both enemy machlne1un positions, 
and crewmen reported klll~NVA •ol · 
d lers. 

Americal Div · 
Amcrkal Division soldi ers killed 21 

NVA re..:ulars In the most slgnUtcont con · 
lllCI of U dny of gl'nerally light uctlon 
Sept. 7. 

Mechanlzrd lnfnnlrynwn ol Troo11 A, 
Isl Squadron, Isl Armored Cuv ., sighted 
u luri:e numlJt•r of enrmy In the jungle 
rive miles •outhwt•st of Due Pho . 

Supported by Infantrymen ol Co. C, 
~lh Un .. lrd Inf., the soldiers fought a 
runnlnw bottle that lu•lcd until lute eve -

A BITTE~ ."C~_1li with. Charlie is recorded in the eye1 or Pre. Leonard 
Freeman, a 18" , ~~tlntry Division paint man, as he moves cautiously 
through manh .' ri.rthwest of Saigon; . . 
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on lls 
nlng. Whe~ the enemy~llhdrcw they lell 
behind the 22 dead, eight AK47 rifles, a 
Communist light machinegun, a .57mm 
recoilless rille and a RPG launcher. 

The next day, America! soldiers lound 
17 additional NVA bodies in the area , 
raising the death toll ol the battle to 39. 

'4th Inf Div 
Gunships or the 4th Infantry Division 

teamed up with Air Force jets to kill 13 . 
NVA regulars and desll<>y an NVA base 
cump In lour separate actions Sept . 3. 

In lhc largest air-lo-ground buttle or 
the day a light observation helicopter or 
the 1st Squadron, 10th Armored Cav., 
spied an estimated squad or NV A troops 
building a hunker complex . 10 miles 
northwest or Plciku Clly . 

.The enemy laborers dropped their sho· 
vols, shouldered automatic weapons and 
began to lire al the lightly armed chop­
pel' , Cobra gunships ol tile IOlh Cav. were 
dispatched 10 the sill' und pasted the nrcu 
with r<><.· ket. amd mlnl!:Ull Hrc, while 1111' 
observation 

1 
chopper <llrcctl'd an Air 

Force jct strike. .. 
Ground troop• or lhe Isl Rn., 22nd Inf., 

alr-ass aulled Int<> the batlered complex 
following the twin acrlul bombardments 
und found the bodies of six dl'ad NVA sol ­
cll1·rs. 

3rd Bde, 9th lnl Div 
Soldiers of the Sth lln ., 60lh Inf. , Sl'pl. 

3, kllled f~'e VC aboard u s1nnpu~ floul ­
tni: down u streum oU the Van Cn Dnng 
towurd tht.' buttallon's nh:ht <h•h·nslve 1m· 
sillon two miles soulhwcst of Ht1 l'k Kh•n . 

As the soldiers ·opened fir e 011 the 011-

l'Cllnlng vessel, lhe live VC popped up ancl 
he1-:n11 hurllnJ.: gn•ruuh·s. All wcrr J.:Unt1c1I 
•lnwn berore tht•y eould do any tlamugc . 

Luter In the week , <:o llevlls of the lrd 
llde., 9th lnfuntry Division, killed """ 
'f'1VA soldh•r und nine VC In four uru·nn· 
nt"<'lt•d clashes In the Mckon~ Dell a sept. 
7. 

The lurcl\."'l nctlon or the clay ocrunctl 
In Intl' ulte1\noon UM lnfuntry111t•11 of lhc 
2nd lln ., Mth Inf. , movl'd Into n VC hunk · 
t.' I' l"Omplt.•x Hix miles s oulhensl or Tun 
An . 

Whtie Mweeplnu ' Ilic t'Olnplrx, lhc ln ­
funtrymen dnwnccl foul' VC troops 111uk · 
hoc Un!'!Ul'l'CSl'l(UI :imi11er ntlac·ks en tlw 
A111erlru1111 , 

101st Abn Div 
Screumlnu Eu1<lel'I swccplni: -lhroui.::h 

the A Slum Vullt•y Sl'r>l. I , kllh'cl to NVA 
1mlclle1"1'1 In u Ht!J"lt!S ur rlrc fhd1f:.i . In· 
lu11lrymen or lhe Isl 1111., 'lllllh Al>n . lnl. , 
were l' rcdlled wllh six or lhe kills 111 the 
soulhern end or llw vull1·y, while• i:t111· 

ships from lhe 4111 lln., 771h Aerlul llol'k· 
cl Arly ., clulnwd lhe 11ll11•r lnur In the 
1101-lhern secllnn. 

Two doy• luler dlvl•lon solcllc•rs on u 
nl1d1t reconnulitl'lunec! ml)'islon 17 miles 
suutht•ast ol lluc klllecl five NV/\ regulars 
In u bulllc with un 11nknow11 1111mhcr of 
enemy , In u numlJt'r of unn•lnlecl clny­
lli.::hl ~klrmlshe:ii IOlst trooprrs killed un· 
other seven enemy lhe YU1111• duy. 

On Sept. '· u llol Chunh, jusl hours 
Biler he hod rulltcd lo llu• ll l'puhllc of 
Vietnam, led IOl s l snlcl lcrs In five nl his 
cx·comrud u.< whn c-hosc .10 fight rulhe1· 
lhun rully . Aero-rtrle pluloon 1111·mlH'rS or 
the 2nd Squudron, 17th Cnv., kllll'd ti"' 
rive when lhey cume out s hool lui.:: In re· 
spon~e to the Screumlng J•:ttJ.:: lc hill for al· 
lci:lonce. 

199th lnl Bde 
' Rangers or llw IDDlh l.IHhl lnl:c.1lry' 
Brigade's Co. C, 7th Jnr ., Sc11t. 4, walk<'d 
Into u 11lutoon·•lzcd bu .<c cump JO miles 
norlhcust or Xuun Loe and were gree ted 
b)' heavy !Jmull arrU« fire comini.:: from 
the . !rlplc-canopled Jungl e hehlncl the 
cu mp . 

The ranger• dug In and klllctl thn·e 
NVA soldiers with their return Ure. 

The next day an estimated NVA co m· 
pany Jumped a compuny or Rcdcutchc rs 
In the heavy rubber forest• 12 miles 
southwest of Xuan Loe and held contact 
for more than five hours belore sllp11lng 
orr lnlo the darkness . 

The NVA force had sci up snlpcri and 
claymore mtncs In the tree:ii around the 
area but the lnlantrymen held their 
ground and turned an enemy drive to 
overpower one or the company's rlanks. 


