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d:t-rs o~ lht• Slh Rn ... "461h Jnf. h01\'t t'ul 
dttply into VC sail supplits. l'<lf'lurin): 
mon.• lhan l~ Ions tl( salt 111 'A"httl 1~ bta · 
hf'\"f'd lo bt• ont• o( lhf' l<1r>:t"'l 1.·a .. ·h,·~ 
dis-.-o\·f'n-d 1n \'if'tnam . ' · 

Tht" l4ll'ht"·finding C'o. H was ron­
dul'llll,!o! JlOrmal sran·h Ollt'rathlns iiloni.: 
lht> :c.oui!h•rn llilrt of thl" pt•ninsuh1 lookin~ 

~r .~;~·ni·\~~1 -l"h~iy~,~~·~;:~~.1 "~1.·~wn \\\~'. 

51h !ln .. ln<h Inf. 
Whf'n tht- slzt' of lh1.• find bt-canh• 

uppurf'nt. two 1.·om111111it•s -.·f'rf' rotuh'd 
l~lll lh~ 111:1'11 I'' hl'I\• .,..Ith th1• 1·~n111v.1 or 
lhtt Ji~ll. ,\l t 1l; illil U~ lltth'. hUl•I, htNhJ 
umount~ Wf'rt• thicl"O\'C'rrJ h td,h•n urut•r 
huplu<'ks within ~ nule of lh<' ur\~innl 
f111d . 

. Mt> ;.tnwhih'. thf' batlalinn c.:ontinues to 
find anti_ SIH'k morJ.• sa lt by duy , und pa · 
trol :ii 111,.:hl lo ft>nd orr nmstnutl\' hun1ss . 

lllJ:Ai~'.~I~~· :;~~~~'··~- t~ ~1·1 :IM ... : 
fnt" salt. a ,·i tal part or tht t'ntnw's 

ditt. is ust~ t':<ltnsi\'t•ly as a p~­
srn·a un~. and al llnll'S is usf"d (or barttr· 
ing . 

Tht" stcrM •trr round in 3 Strit'S of 
cacht>s on tht Halan,:an Pf'nrnsula 10 
milts t"ast of Quang N~ai Citv. 

lt•r , lst~latoon lradtr. n:porlt-d 1h.ir his 
rarly afte-rnoon patrol' had round a rour· 
foot ·hi)!h structurt whirh. afttr cart'ful 
txamination, "R'3S discO\'t'ff'd to l'Ontarn u 
largt" quantif\· or salt. 

··1 liwlu~hi this was just an isolatr-d 
cast• of finding a sail C"Ul'ht'," said Capt. 
S"-·hopp. " but aftt'r running sonw marl" 
patrols in lht art•a. Wt round so mul·h 

II W»I sc.on d:sN,·rrtd ho"'· ~ut.·h a 
lar.:t quan11ty or salt t.•amt to br on tht 
iwn1ns11la - tht VC had ~t"n l>roct•ssin,,: 
1t from lhf' m•arb)' Soulh China Sf'a . 

Tht•y ttrraN"d off tht• urea. sur· 
roundt"d on thn•e sides by salt flats , and 
1,•1 lhe hi.:h Udt- rill it with sta WH.tt>r 
whkh was lhf'n trappt•d by a hastily built 
dikf' . As tht' wah'r t"\'Ul)()rntf'd undt•r the 
hot tropkal sun. snit rr~idut• rtmuint'<i tu 
ht- rakt>d togelht•r. Sl"Oupt>d up and hidttf'n 
by the VC for Culun• ust. 

q111 .... . 14 lul of turn•1t1..t1•1,,\1u11 . t f11 oLl~··~u\;r.,. 
su1·h a probh'<n ~•llin~ all lhnl salt to LZ 
(;ator rvrry day that Wt• deC'id-.•d to tak.e 
ti O\' f'r to lht- bt•at·h untl t.·oontinate wilh 
tht• U.S. Na,·y to havt• it moved by ship to 
Its \"urmus destinations ," suitl Lt. Col. Ju. 
l.iun Wa..:nrr . battalion «ommanth•r . 

··Wt-'re distributing tht \·ital salt 10 
re(ugf."ts 10. ou r an•a throuJ,:h CAP 1r;.1ms 
!Joint Ll .S. Marin~-ARVN Comb10t<i A<· · 
uon Platoon) and d1strit.•t and pro,·inn~· 
hradquartt"N, ·· said Capt. Anthon\· 
Pht>lps l"i\•il affairs o((iC'f'r ·fo r tht> bal­
falion . 

. salt that I movt'<i tht• rtst of tht" t'Ompany 
into th" an•3." , 

Ry thr t•nJ of thr d;n· the ntt•n had 
rillrd :?00 bu,1.:s wi t h 16 .000. pounds of sail. 
wh1t'h was flm•m by i:hoppt•rs to LZ l;a . 
tor . ba!'>t ramp of !he- 19Slh Inf. lhk ."s. 

Musin,,: O\'t'r tht' hugl' '1mount of snit 
his tnt"n had found. Wug1u•r t.·amt- up with 
a few inter1.•stini: fi~urt>s o( his own. 
Thert is l'nough suit to 111 i lkt• snit tablets 
in u quantity to furnish rven· Anu•rinrn 
hert• Wllh two tubJrts a da\' f;ll' Hll t•ntire 
year. Laid t•nd·to-emt. the. lablt•ts woullt 
stn•fl·h 1.65S mill' s. 

Weapons cache found nearby 

Underground hospital located 
T .\ \" ,'il:";ll - H"~1011al Fon·t 

and l~th lnrantrv Division · 
lro<'lp~ roll<"tl unoppo~ .. t'd Into nn 
abandont•d rt' lr:lmt."nt-siu•d rnf..'· 
my ho:.plt~il c.:omPlt•x and arms 
1.·a1.·hf' In a Hunw·plo-.·,'tt an·a 
tfr«"p 111 1h1• llo1 Lot Woods . 

larKl' quanlill.s of pt1lldllln ta· 
blt'ts. banda.:1.•s, s)'rlnt:t""S, us ­
sorl«"d mt•tlicMI lmpltmf..•nl~ and 
a :.l-Kallon drum of rth•r. 

.. mmunition, two round!'l of 
7!>mm rt"'<"oilless nlle ammo. 
thrtt Rlmm and six 60mm mrl'r~ 
tar rounds. Nunwrous nwdlrul 
suppll~$ Wt•n• also found. 

l;uillrd by u Ku Curson S<."our. 
mtmlx-r!t. o( Co. <.:. :?nd lln ., llntl 
Inf. , and lhl' l~91h HF Co ., ~on· 
dul·lt"tl n rC"connuh:(unc.·t• o( tht• 
ht·~l\·1Jy.~· oodtd nn•u Ii milt•s 
southt·a:st of ht•rt- . 

" I •aw a •tld rokln~ out or 
lh«" ground nnd u holf' nt':c:t lu ti 
lh;il lookt<I llkl' •n •Ir vtnl to 11 
bunktr,.. said s~~- l Jerry 
\lu•·)u1~.r,_ lhe rtrsl man lo •l~ht 
tvldl'n<' I' or thr rompltx . 

Thr ?51b Infantry Dtvt•lon and 
Ht..:tonnl · Foret soldlt"rs movf'd 
11110 lh«" tunnel and })(oli!iln pas· 
slnK ll1J>'lll9dlt'al slorrs by hund 
lo thcr-""'surfnrt• and -.·alllnJ: 
,\C,\ Vs . St\'l"n full rwrsonn<'I 
rar.ritr loads tolalln.:: mort thnn 
1-.0 ·ions of suppllts "'·rrt• t•xtru· 
clffi in thr nr-,:t ~f'\' «"ral hours. 

"This Is lhe first llmt l'vt 
t>n•r st•t•n n bunkt•r " ' Ith a cur· 
vrd rt1ilnK. II looks llkt • Quon­
"" hul lnshh'." said S~t. llob<'rl 
Cltveland, "'arkln~ on lht hu­
man supply chain . 

From !ht• c-onctlllon of tht.• 
bunkrr·tunn<"I romph•x Bnd tht 
.suppllt's found, U wu~ t•sttrnatt"tt 
that thl' hnsplt•I hnd bt'tn ubnn· 
dont't! rwo to rhrtf' months bt .. 
fort" . Aflrr rxtrurtlon or lht rnt" 
rny suppl)' and munltloni cueh· 
f'S, t'nlr:int>t•r troops drstroyt•d 
thr undtrground ba>t ramp 
arra w11h explosl\'t rhargts. 

BRUSH LIKE THIS Cupt. .John Cole .Jr .. dcmnnstmtcs 
to -11 young Montn~nnrd d1ild. Cole is n Mcdrnp lcnm lend· 
er with the 4th Infantry Divi•ion's !st Squndron, !Olh 
Cnv. which visited the villngo or l<on Chnrn. lie spent 
part of the dny tcnchin1: the rhildrcn proper dcnlnl rnrc. 

" Furlhl'r lnnstl~utlon di<· 
clost·tl at lt•n:\1 t>i!i:hl lunn<"I tn · 
trnnrts h•lttilnt; In various dlrtr· 
lion:\," nc.·conllni.: to Burkrwr . 
lht compuny's !ltnlor rutllo·trlt .. 
phonr opt"rutor. 

Thr comblnt<l rarct C'Onllnut<l 
lo Sl'Urch nrar lhl' Sito Of lht 
orl~lnul lunnl'I OP<'nlnK and In· 
.rd. u ciaH•by sl• · b)'·<IMhl foot 
r n r Io surf' round a wraponi 
rarht rontalnlnK right AKH 
r1n-.. ll CKS bolt .. ctlon and 
1wo srml·automattr " "t'apons. 

Russian bulldozer captured 
A SHAU \'ALLEY - A Ru•· Commu' nlst !rolls and bunkrr 

slan-bu\11 bulldozer has lx-•n un- compl<'xes. 
C'Ovtrt<i In thr A Shau Val\l'y . Th• bulldozr r was parllully 

Tht enrm)' rqulpmtnl . was burled and hlddt•n by brush on 

S<arr S~t. Boohr Jl'fftrson. a 
1.-ombat tn..:lnttr wllh Co. A, 
6~1h EnK . !ln. jumr><'<t lnlo lhl' 
lunm•I t•ntrun«- and movt-d to 
furthf'r tnvt•sH1:alC' tht oprrotlng 
roo111 . Starkt<l two d...,p alonK 
ant of lhe walls Jl'Htrson round 
th r <' r ·t;ullon can~ contulntnK 

la otbtr parllalty C"Ollapst<i 
tunnels and bunkf'ts In tht area. 
thr tr6oP<'rs found ant RPGl 
launrhtr, an RPG7 launchtr, 10 
rounds or tomm rtt<>llltss rtn• 

found r~ntly by LI. Col. Jo- lhe valley floor . It Is u model re-
seph L. Hadaway, commanding sembllng lhe U.S. Army 's o.a 
offlc:-er or the 3rd Squadron, 4th dozer both In she and estlmatt-d 
Cav .• 9th Infantry Dlvlslo~ while~ ,'capabl\lly. · 
rtytna ovtr lht." arta In •l'•rch or lfad•waya rontadf'd the ~9th 

Red gunfire triggers deadly retaliation 
C'.\:\IP RADC'l.ffF - An NVA soldl<r 

" ·ho rouldn ' t rt>ist shoaling at a low flying 
ll~ht olurrvatlon ht!IC'Opltr from A Troop, 
llh Squadron. 17th Cav .• trlggrred a chain 
of evtnt• ltadlng to the drath al ?O tntm)" . 

Tht LOii . flying visual reconnalsSJlnN! 
In •upport of 4th Infantry Division soldt•n 
30 mile> southwut al An Khe. bt'gao ~­
et•h·tng small arms rtN" from a pre\•lously 
unobn·n·rd hut ("()mplfil"'· as ll n ... w ?O ft."t'l 
above lht" junKll" floor . 

n.. fC'OUl's aC'C"Omp.anylng gunships 
rollf'd tn. work.in~ the an•a over with their 
rock•ts and miniguns. killing thr~ NV A 
dr~sst"d in grttn ratigu t's and rarrying 
SKS rinos . 

Air Fore• Jets rlnisht<i bombing and 
strating th~ :arf"a ltavlng four NVA re­
gulan dead in lhr rubble. 

Tht •C'OGt •hips C'Ontlnut<i. lo recon the 
arta and round several freshly used trails 
and anothtr C"Omplex. • 

A Troop Arro Ririe Platoon was lnsrrttd 
to Inspect th• area ll)Ore closely. The 
platoon leader, Capt: Howard Hodge said 
that. "Afttr btlng inserted wt moved about 
3-00 f~t to an ene-mY complex containing 16 
largt' !tructurts. · 

" Th'r" were numt-rous rhkkenl and . 
pigs In lht area, lndlcallng It had just been 
abandont<i. We dostroyl'<I the complex and 

· Wf'rt' extracted. 
"During our timt on the ground,' • he 

continut"d, "the sc-outs discovered another 
complf'X, so we "''ere inserted in that area 
fivr minutes later. _ 

'1'btre •• found a small recenlly aban· 
dont<i C"Omplex w 11 h heavy underground 

bunkers. We placed charKl'S and blew lhl' 
bunkers." 

Whllr this was going on, the ever-starch­
in g scouts found more •lructures and bun­
kers. In order to allow lhe gunships )a re­
main on stallon, they called In Air Forcl' 
jets which worked with . devastating err\· 
ci•ncy, k!Ulng eight more NVA soldiers. 

Arter the •lrstrlke. and while the plaloon 
was being extracted fo r the ~~ond tlmt.', 
an observer aboard o srout ship flylnJ< 
down a hlgh-sp{'ed troll ll'Udlng from lhl' 
area spotted and killed a lone NV A sol­
dier attempting to Hee. 

Following the extraction, gunships open· 
e-d up with rockets and miniguns on the­
lrail where the lone enemy was found . 
After the smoke cleared, lour more NV A 
regulars lay dra.i..along the path . 

F.n..:r . Co . (l.und Clearing) to 
~nak1.• IHt.' tH'lual rt'l't1Vt'I')' of the 
vd1lde. 

The commurul1·r tllrcl"ird the 
enulnt•t•r unll 's hulldozt'rli us 
they l'U t a roud to the Husslun· 
madr t.•qulpmt·nt. Aflt•r recovery, 
the dozer wus lukt•n to FU Hen­
dt.'tvou~ . 

LI. Col. Sluarl Wood Jr ., co111-
mandt•r o( the 27th En..:r . Bn . re. 
murked, "It ' s rulln·r surprbln..: 
lo co mt• upon u ple<'t.' of ctH"my 
t•f1ulpmt·11t whkh Is more or less 
lhe t"OUnterpurl to SOllll' or }'Ollr 
own. Possibly, It wus bulldln~ a 
roud just tike ours - only from 
the opposite end . 

"We't1! tfrdded lo mah the 
machine operational , If pos ­
sihle," he added. 

The task or pullln~ the vehicle 
In operaling condition UJ.!ain b 
under the dirt•ction of I.I. Hobert 
A. Goodell, tht• l>allMllon mulnte · 
nuncc officer. 

lie commented that the dozer 
was In fairly good shape. "I 
think our main problem · ls 1'olng 
to be replacing unrepairable 

·parts. I don 'I know If lhe Rus­
sian equipment uses metric 
threads," he · said . 



Page 2 
Octo~r 6, 1969 

Vietnam comm·unique September 15-21 

Blitz . by ~5th Inf kills 38 NVA 
Soldltn ol tllt %5tll Infantry Oh·lsloa 

b.altlf'd a ttldlor~ll NV A t'VlflJNI•' 111 
mott tltaa JOO mn oa Stpl. U In lh• 
"Cl ladtl" rt~on ...... rullts aP'1~ pl 
Cu Chi. killing 3g !'ff.\ r•nl~"' 

.\s lroopns ol lht %ad Hn., lllb Inf. 
-.·trt n"C:Onnlag tht arta la thr t":trly 
alltrnooa, lhty starttd rttth·ln« snl)>t'r 
llrt from Ill• NY.\ for= . 

Wbllt m•a from Co. 8 tngagtd tht 
tntm~·. supporting gunships from lh• 
1161h .\ssaull lltllropltr Co .. .\Ir For"' 
J..U and Tropic Ugblnln& arltlltry bit 
1ht tntmy·htld ltrraln. 

1st Cav Div 
Isl Cnalry Division solditrs account· 

td for 15 :'\\'A rtgulars slain " ·hen ml'n 
from Co. D. Isl Bn .. !Zth Cav. battled th•• 
Communists I~ milts northtast or Tay 
!'<inh. Stpt. U . 

In othtr action thr samt day. six mort• 
Communists died v•hl•n thty tritd to b;1g 
a 1st Squadron . 9th Air Ca\:. Cobra ~un· 
ship :?3 milrs northt•ast of Tily Ninh . 

Earlitr in the wt.•e-k. soldiers of Troop 
D. Isl Squadron. 9th Air Ca\' . and Co . R. 
5th Rn .• 71h Cav. " ·ith tht support or 2?7th 
,\\'iation Bn . gunships surpnstd two ~VA 
companies in a bunkt'r rontpl ex fh·t 
mil« southtas1 of Son~ Rt'. klllin~ ll . 

On St•pl. 16. trOOlll'U mannlnK till' per· 
lmth'r of LZ lk" dtttctttl mo\·tmf'nt out· 

~~: • • ~~t" 1 ;'!~t!J1~1~~ 1~"~~~ur\~~ ~~ .. ~~~~~~r.{ 
S'tH''<'P of tht arta at first sq;:h t rt\'t-aled 
10 :"<VA soldiors klllod " 'hilt• nmt othtrs 
kllltd tn a skirmish 26 mil··· ··ast or Quaa 
Loi . 

Th• ntxl day , a Isl Ca\'alry Dl\·islon 
htlil'opttr ttam dashtd with s,•ven :'\VA 
soldll•rs. nint mtlts nortlH•ast of Nu Ila 
Den. killing all stvr n and d<'>lrorln~ 
lhtir l' thicl•. a t"·o Ion lrutk . · 

Later In lhe wttk, an NVA gunntr po· 
sition 15 mllos norlheast or Nul Bu Orn 
wus •ilonc<'<l by the 1st Squadron . 9th Air 
C•1· . uml four !'<\'A rtgulurs wort kllltd . 

1-.:lsrwhtrt, six milts south or Son~ llt. 
troo1wrs or lht.> 1st Squudron, 9th Air Cuv . 
un•urth••d l.360 Chkom gr<nud,•s In 34 
fac.•tory·sl•altd cralt:t . 

3rd Bde 9th Inf 
On Sept. 15. •oldltrs of lh•• lrd Rd• .. 

9t h Infantry Dll·i>lon klllod ll • n•1n y In 
dtlta. lncludlnx 16 caughl In u pa)r or 
•·urly evenln¥ ambushe> •Ix mil<'> wt;I or 
llu<•h Klon. 

Nin< milts awa)' on lhr bunks of th• 
Robo Canal. 91h Division Rangt•rs of Co. 
i-.: . nth Inf. kllltd six VC soldltrs sllmtly 
sllppln¥ down lh< wtll·known Communlsl 
lnl1ltralion roulo by sampun. · 

Lalor In lhr w<rk . lrd llde . 1roopt•rs 
kllltd •Ix VC, Including lour In a pair or 
11mh11•ln·• ntar Tun An whllt two um· 
h1ulu·s · hr lho 51h lln .• 601h ln fa ntr)'tnrn 
or tht Vlh lnf11n1ry l>l\'lslon .. lrd lltlt. ur· 
l'OUnlod for 13 VC soldltrs klllrd In tht• 
tlt•llll. 

In a do)· ·long runnlnK bait It, Stpl. 17 . 
troop• from 9th . lnlunlr)' Division's lrd 
Udo .• ~th Un . alonK with gun ship• rroni 
th• 3rd Squadron, 17th Air CBI' .• kllltd H 
VC nino mll,•s northtast of Tan An . 

llo1·ing along the htavy nip• palm 
lint< along tht bank s of th• Rach Chanh 
H11·t•r . xround lorc<s ran lnlo a hta\')' 
1·olunw of <•ntmy rlrt. 

Tht xunsh lp• and ground lorrts kllltd 
17 VC lhroughout tho dar and addtd six 
nlOrl• whe--n at VC squad trh•d to snt ak up 
on tht lnfu ntrymtn 's nlJ,:ht d t h•nsh·ir po· 
sltlon . 

A du\' tarlkr. lrd l\d,• . lrOOP<'rs or th• 
9th lnran1n- 01\'lston working in concert 
with arttllrry. gunships and .ARV:'\ sol· 
dirrs kllltd 41 \'C troops 1n clashes 
around Tan .-\n . -

Soldltrs from the 2nd lln .• 60th lnr .. 
combintd with lroop<•rs lrom th• 50th 
ARV;ll Rtg1mont to kill 14 tntmy In a 
banle six milts southtast o! Tan An. 

Gunships of th• lr.11 Squadron, 17th Air 
Cav . k1llod thrt'O " ·hit,• •·hopptrs of lht 
1901h Assuuh lltllcopter Co. clalmw an· 
other three. , 

Crar1 or th< HOth Assaull llollcopttr 
Co. helped lho 47lh lnlanlry llush·1i1·e VC 
from bunkers thrte miles tast or Tan An 
and kllltd all lt1-. . . 

Sov<n VC solditrs died In bunkors livt 
milts south of Tan An and othtr sporad ic 

d•·h~ con111~t' 11,t'COUnh'<l for th~ uth1•r 
NIH'\ ~ftf'lll' H•M!! · 

· 101Jt Mm Oiv 
A r~~·~nQ~i~~Mwt 1'.~m lr•m• P.q. t;. 

7Sth Inf. spq1t<•d an tsliinated :\\'A l'Om· 
pany on Sept. 15 . preparing a nighl d<•fe11· 
sive position . :\ n•al·tion ron·e rrom ro. 
C, 3rd fin ., 506th Inf. was air a>saultetl 
into lhl' area and SS ~\'A soldll•rs were 
kilh•d by lht' troopers and suppor1ing 
lin•s . 

Later in thl• wttk . l!'il Bdeii. soldit'rs of 
the tOlst . .\ irbornt' Di\'ision killtd four 
t1wmy near Camp Ea~ll'. 

On Stpt. 1~ . a former ~\' :\ soldil'r kd 
101s1 :\irbornl' Di\'ision troops to a wtap· 
ons and munitions c3che hiddtn dl'tP in 
the juni.:lts 15 miles northWl'St of ilue . 

Al th\• silt, thl' solda•rs d1sc.·u,·trl'd 10 
AKH rirlts, H Sl\S rirh•s, lhrt<• Chicom 
li~h t machine-~uns , !i\'t- indi\'idual weap · 
ons. a 60mm mortar tubt•. three RPG 
launrhtrs. U casts of .-\K-17 ammuniuon 
;md 15 IHO rockets. 

25th Inf Div 
?51h lnfantr\' Division soldi!.·rs battkd 

a rrinforrl•d N'\'A company of mon• than 
100 men stvt'n mill•s north al Cu Chi on 
Stpl . 15. killing lH NVA 1-.~ular, . 

As troopors or tht 2ntl lln .• Hth Jnr . 
w~rr reconnlni.< th<" an·a 1n lht• t"arl)' uf· 
h•rnoon, th')' !ltnrt ~d rrl't•tvlrtM st11f)f'I' 
tll'\f fruh' th• NV ,\ tu1·r-•li . 

Mt'n from Co . n l'l1):3~1·d th1• e-ne-my 
ond supportin.: ~unship)\ from the- 1 lfith 
. .\ssault lh•lkorttr Co .. Air Fo1T1.' Jt-l s 
und 2~1h Ari)' . hll th t tn<'lll)' ·hold torru1n . 

An hour l•l•r whtn th< lt~ht in ~ hud 
ccaH•d, lM NV.~ •oldi<•rs Wtrt dtud . 

Elsr"·htre. trooptrs of lht 2nd Rn .. 
27th Inf. spotlt•d un NVA work dolail M11 
milts ""tsl or Trang Ban~ and cullttl !or 
uir strlkts which kill~ fi1•t NVA rt~U· 
la rs . 

On S•pl. 19. lnlanlrynH'n or tht• 251h 

,, iw.i:.1\!1'A'1 \11~ 1 ~\11M~1A1«li't't!..NfMn1 1rm~~ 
!r~pp~!I · ~II t~Hm~!f!I 1~'11 WMEi~·i~ .. R( '¥!-' 
sRlilltn 111 llF~ldmi!J ll~Rfm IF~~ 1/m1 
1p
1
rF' '111 . t~ /f.9P.1 !li~·ir Ji.•~·· '';) n•P al p ·1 

l 11. 
Jn a rour-hour baltlt• whkh was lri" · 

~l"red by l 161h Assault llelil'optl:I. C~ . 
gun~hip pilots . :!O t•ne-my wt•rt k11ltd . 

Earlitr in the w1•1•k. l' annonttrs of the 
:!nd Bn .• 17th Arty . kill,•d St'\'tn enem~ 
solditrs <Jurin).! a ni):ht fire mission north· 
wt•st or Rao Tri and inCantrymen kilh•d 14 
othl"rs in intt'rmittent ~round ri~htin.:. 

:\t tht• sanw timt, troopers or the :?nd 
Rn .. l'!th lnL. optratini,: sen•n mill·~ 
northwest of Cu Cht d is,·o,·en•d a :? . ~00 
pound nc.·r eadw nea1ly ~wt.·k t"d tn 100· 
pound s;,,,·ks 111 H hoold1. 

199th Inf Bde 
Troopers or t~ 199th Ll~ht lnhrnt ry 

flrii.:ade kalll"d £'iJ,:ht NV . .\ illHI VC ~ohlil•rs 
in rl\'t• bril·f l"llKagenwnts Srpt. lN. In 
1hrrf' al'ltons, 199th infun1ryml'n found 
and t"n~ai.:e-d squad-sized t'rwmy unils 
whil'h brokt• c.•ontoH·\ imnu.•thatl"lv rather 
than filo!ht. Eal·h C'Onlal'l 1w1ted Ont.> :\\' . .\ 
soldh•r killt•lt. 

Elsewhtn>, lnfantrynwn nr C'o . A. 5th 
fin .. 12th Jnr., o~ratln~ ll nules nnrth· 
wr"t of Xuun 1...0('"'.~ril'll•tl thrrt NV ,\ 
l'l"ti;ulur~ l"u1·ryln,,: 4 11ul,) ol l'nrn uml 
111 n11w dn1htn1i1 . k tll111w thre" uf tlwm . 

, ,: ~rlh1 r Ill tht1 -.·l•.-lc . tutuntrynu"' nr 
rht 199111 ktlll"d sr\·tn NV:\ ~ohlit"rs 17 
m :l1•s ta~t or Xunn l.ol' . 

America/ Div 
A pttir o(" lttrgo clash<'S on Sept. tH -

one orfl'llSl\'t and ont dl•frnslVl' - Ul' · 
1:011n1td for :!9 Amtrkul Division enemy 
kills . 

:\n unknown numl>er o( NVA soldiers 
prob,•d u lrtl lln ., 21•1 In!. , nl~hl tlekn· 
,)l\'t- position ut l..Z Cl•nh•r ltl\; mill'!'! west 
or Tam Kr und 11\tl IWU\' )° de--rensl\'t' fire. 

SLOWLY EDGING HIS WAY ALONG a fallen tree, a soldier enlists 
the aid of a comrade from the 25th Infantry Division as he performs a 
balancing act in traversing a small stream in an operation north of 
Cu Chi. ..... 

~~"; ~-~'! ~~· urlll~n· • . ~un"hips am! ~!11 ' 
~tn~t'- ~ t~lal )I J1 ~ll -~ ;;~lthsrs l·arrl< inlit .. hi~r'f' \l.)a'n · s h';11•1.t :F

1

' r.\\~\\t s\ · 'i\i l~~,\ li\11,'il_'·· I' 1fr.111 J1 !"!11 tl ~ •~ fi.1, 11 •.• , 

t\ • 'th ' Jhe otht'r l.'lasl). c.·hopptrs rrom till' 
7tst Aviation Bn . sj1otted an t'~llmalC'd '.!O 
VC in a ril'e paddy. 91; maJr, nurtJnn·:-.t 
or T•m Ky and kill,•J I~ . 

A day l'a r h1•r, the moun lainou~ h•rr;iin 
nt.>ar LZ S1b1•ria. :H m1lr~ north \\ t>SI of 
Tam Ky W~IS tht• l'('lltt.•r or ri;.:hltnJ..: ror tlw 
..\mer1t· :.d . • 

Two c.:ompanh•s b:.11tlt.>d ~' p:1ir n{ ua ­
known sized NVA Corn·~ .. nt111n a haH 
lllllt" or l':.u.·h otlh'I' . 

Sohlil•rs of Co . C and Co n. 4th l\n .. 
31st lnL killed six ll!!(b 111 hattk~ that 
l'mkd shortly artt•r n1..:h1 r,•\1. 

Elsl'where . Anw rH·al solthcr~ kllh•1I 1 l 
l'nemr inl"ludin.: oru• NV,\ ~ol1hn ''ho n·· 
tu1.1etl lo pil'k u11 a sirk buddy . 

On Sept. 17, Ameri,·al artillery and Air 
Forn• jl"lS hit an an•a I:! n11k:-. 11orthwt•st 
of Quuni.: Nl:ai l'ily to ~h.Tount fur IU NV .\ 
deaths . 

Troopers from Co . C, 41h Hn .. Jlsl l11 L 
also round 17 Communist bodu.~·)\ 1\uhh•n :n 
mill'S W('St of Tam Ky. 

Two days earlil·r. Amerh'al Dh·i,ion 
soldiers of Co. B. 3rd lln .. ht l11L lot·kl· u 
up with ;m NV1\ i;1111a1I l~ null·~ w1· ... t 
1>11r Phn , kllllni.t fntJI· uf lht• ''"' 1 11 • 

larl!t''I 11l'llt111 nl tlll' tf ; 1 ~ 111 1111• dn i -. 1° 111 • 

!'lt'l' '"'" .. ... 
lltt tho JlllUt• tltt)'. 101·11 of t ' u , L'. Ith 

Bn . • :?ht Inf. two 1111h•s ~ouch nf th1• di)' . 
roumt lht' hodit's of CaYl• NVA ~uhhl·r ~ 
kil\l•d 4M hours t•nrht•r in un ahnrt1n• am· 
bu~h attempt on nn l llh Ihle. 1·onvoy . 

Lttt•r In till' Wt'l'k, trooprrs Crom Cn . 
C. Jnl lln .. 21st l11L. •11nhu>h••tl lhre<' VC 
soldiers alon~ a heuvily-tr;n ·rled e1wm)' 
jun~le byway l:! mtlc~ 11ur1hwc:,l or l>m· 
l'hu. klllln~ all thre•· . 

On Sl•pt, 17, i:un~hlps or lht• 171st As · 
swuh llclkoph·r Co ., . unde r thl• O!ll'I'· 
uuonul l'Olllrnl o( the.• Ameril'al Divis ion . 
fouJ.:h/ un umlctermlnetl numlu-r ur Vl' 
~nldl t•\'S In u (our-hour alr · to ·..:rouml 
hall It• ktllln..: :!It 1•m•m y . 

Thi• 1wxl tin y, Anu•r\l-;al lhv1~inn 111 · 
Cuntrvnwn kill~tl Hvt· VC ~nhh1·r~ ia a 
day c~r ~pal'l\C 1u·1io11 111111 fuu111l llu• hoclie~ · 
or two NVA rei.:ulars killt•tl hy h1 ·l1n1ptt·r 
..:1111,hlp:-. in l•arl lt·r H:.:h1i11i: . 

1st Inf Div 
c:un jl'l'P:O. Wllh 1111111111i'1I 111adt111t'J.:llll:O. 

dulnwtl 10 VC ktlb nr1 S1·pt. 17 , a:-. 1:-.l 
lnCunll')' lli\'hinn patrob fro111 llq . t'u .. 
hi Bn .. :!tith lnl. 1·rubt>tl along lht• ruh· 
hcr·Jlfll• trails 11i1w milt•s l'U .'\l ur l.11i J\ht." . 

Eurllr'r 111 lht• wt•1•k , l11f;111l r)· nu·11 of 
the 1:-.1 Jn(anl ry l>ivbion 111111pt•cl a NVA 
t'Oll1fl<l1l)' :-.ix 11iil1·s Wl':-.1 nr Bt•ll ( 'a t , kill · 
In~ U . 

·111r11111rv11wn Cru111 f'u . C:. 1:-.t Bn .. lHlh 
Inf. 111ul tiu• ·111'.!aul ltt·1~lu1111I Furn: Cnm · 
puny wen• led 111 1111• t•111•111)· ha~t· c1i111p 

hr n llnl ('hunh . • 
Thrl'e Air Fnn·c lli.:ht Hn· f1 •11ms, (j...,. 

h11n1t•r.klllc1· hcllc-npll'r lt •aiu:-. und Hi>-: 
ltetl Orw 11rtlYl1•ry wrn• firccl 1111 lht• NVA 
snltllc·rs, whlt'h 1111' grn111ul lroofl!-1 h)'· 
flassed 111 onl<•r 111 rcad1 lht• h1111kl'r <'Oii\· 

plcx . 
The hunkers wl're ex:u-tly when· tht• 

ll ol Cha11h ~aid !lll'y woulfl lw . mamwd 
hr an NVA "l" '"I. Takrng the htghlr · 
tamou rlag1·1 I t:umplt•x al111u,1 1·0111plclcl) 
hr :-.urprisc . lh t· romhi rwd U.S .·Al<VN 
Cur1·c killed I!) of Its oc•·upanl"t . 

Ebcwtwre , u l'll111hi11ecl :-.t•ard1 ·hy <"o . 
A or lhl' Big lte-cl Ouc · ~ . :Zfilh Inf. urnl II 
l'nmpun)' of !he 51h AHVN l11fa111ry J>iVI · 
slun lroups found u !\ IX ·lnll loucl a111I 111 CJ · 

vis ion!-! l'ad1e from u tunnel six milt•:-. 
l'a:-. 1 n( Lai Kht• . ~ 

The 1unnel whil'h ~tretdwd more than 
200 yards, CQtttained 11.000 pounds of 
riCl'. :wu pounds or salt . )SIJIJ pounds or 
Hour. !JO poun<b of tea anll 50 C &JU!'. or 
mackt•n.•I. 

12th Avn Gp 
On Sept. 17 , hcltcopter ~un~hi1,~ or the 

2i;~1h ComUat Avi<.1tion Un ., ht Aviallm~ 
ilri~ade and Isl AllVN ltc~ i ment troop> 
killed lwo NVA re~ulars, one the com· 
munder or a fiO·man NVA ton:e, U mllus 
soulh or Cu Chi. • 

An ARVN soldier was caplured and 
under inlerro~al!on lold Vit1namesc Iha! 
tht! commander or his fiO-man unit h_.d 
boen killed . 

' \ 
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M~intenance keeps 
choppers available 

t 
CAMP ENAR I - Soldiers and ll~ht J.bservallon hclicop-

rrom the ;1h lnfnn,ry Division ters. Each fhas many different 
spend much of their time in parts, so schedult'd m?intenanCl' 
choppers but what mosr or those presents a very different set or 
soldiers haven't seen are the problems. In addition, the so-
people who make it possible Jo phisticated weapons system on 
keep Jhe helicoplers in Jhe air - the gunships cause addilionai 
the maintenance men. problems. 

Arter every 25 hours in the air, Arter mechanics have worked 
each helicopter is brought in for t2 10 · 16 hours a day lor several 
a fivt> hour intl'rmediatl' in· da~s on an aircraft, the ship is 
rpl'ctlon to · check on th<.' com· taken up ror an elaborate test 
plcx of componen ts and parts Clight by Ont> of the mnintensnC'l' 
which keep it flying. officers. 

E\•try 100 hours, !he· helicop- "We check ev•rylhlng out," 
lers are brought in tor a more said Wood from the rear cockpit 
extensive periodic . inspection, of lhe Cobra he was Jes tin~ . 
which takes seVL'Tai days to per- ··first we run a very thorough 
form. Every JOO hours, the en· . ~round check on all the systems. 
gine is completely disassembled, Then we take it up and fly ii 
checked and rebuilt. around " 

Co. A. which hus 26 Ull·l mod - A lo;_ ceiling that day-:,nre-
eis , claims one or the hl~hest venled unolher or the test pilot's 

THE ARMY REPORTER 

availability ratt'S of any helicop- favoritl' s~unts - a simulatrd 
tcr company in Vil'tnam, UC· l' Ob;ine failure . Power Is rut arr -.... 
cordini:: to Company Oommand- and the ship is sent diving sev· 
er MaJ. John Griffiths. for more era! thousand rert before pulling THESE CHILDREN 'VILL not fori:et.. 
than 17 ""'"ks, · 80 per cenl of back up · l"k h I h h 
their aircraft have been ready . · Weath~r permilllng, the arma- JUSt 1 ·e · t e e ep ant t ey .. made friends 
ror fliMhl 111 uny time. men! on the ~un•hip• is also Josi with, o trip to the Snii:on Zoo. T~e youni:-

hl~h uvuilabllity rute ar• under 

October 6, 1969 

Dou Tieng, were treated lo a rlny of si):ht­
seeing at the zoo hy the bl nn .• :!7th 
Arty .. ~~rd Artillery Group. 

Thc men re<pon<ilile for thal rlrl'd. . HtorH, momhorH of a noy Sc0tl~oop from 

lhl' command or Cupt. Robert 

;~~;;:E;~,~ii\·;~;;~;,:;:;; Scouts use VC trainihg against enemy 
explnlned. "We Ir)' Jo spread 
our rnulntt•n;ince t:venly, so that 
wt• ulwnys have one ship from 
euch of the Jhree rlluht platoon• 
in !he •hop euch duy." 

Welltr hus lour teum1 of rive 
mechanics each for his ships. 
Three teams perform scheduled 
mulntennncc, while the rourth 
hundlt•s unscheduled problems. 

Cupt. Hlchard Wood, mulnle· 
nnncc orrlccr or Co. B, has 
silKhlly difrerent problems, lie 
has three dilrcrenl types or 
ships; Cobras, Huey 11unship1 

FAN FARE 

DI AN - Man)' American solctlers try to 
think like Viet Cong 10 predict t•m•my 
move• and locale their insloilotlons. Kit 
::ar.on Scouts have thi• oclvantagt• built 
in since they once were Vici Cong. 
' The 2nd Bde. or th• Isl Inrunlry Division 

has an entire platoon of KU Carson Scouts, 
possibly the oniY such platoon in tho Rr· 
public of Vietnam. . 

They ore mainly an lntelligonco platoon 
but have a great combat capabiill)', 

"They are ab<oluteiy fearless regarding 
combat", says Maj, Cari Reiber, bri~adr· 
S-2. "They oner engag•d the ieud elem<nt 

of an enth·t• NVA bnllullon unct took llH·nt 
with surh suriwlst• anti strent.:th, thut lhc 
t•nt•my hcuclt•d riMhl back Into the Jun~lcs 
mlnu~ ~Ontl' men uncl t•qulpnwnt." 

The scouts ure moslers in the (it•ld. An 
lnnoet•nt clump or bomboo that would be 
posst•ct by most soldl1•r:1 mli:;ht rcvcul ~' 
well-hhhh.•n lmnkl•r to u srout's pructh..·l•tl 
t')'C. 

Since.• tht~y hove.• bt.~c.•n on both tnds of 
VC boobytraps, they on• able 10 locuh• nml 
destroy them wllh u mlnumum or duni.;cr. 

To b<'come u Kit Curson Scout n 1wrso11 
must have IH·en 11 VC, n1· <crVl'd with Jiil' 

•· 

NVA nnd rallied to lht> i.:ovcrnmcnt sitlt- . 
These rulllcrs u1·c.· recr11i11·d on un l11div11lual 
husls to serve.• us scouts . 

Thl• d10kl' or becoming u scnul is u1> lo 
tht• lndlvlduul; howcvl'r there arc nlwu}'~ 
more upplJcuats thun positions. 

The n-ouhl 11ro fumlllurlzt.•tl wilh Anwri · 
c.·un l\'Chnh1uc~ untl w1:npon~ In 1111 t•h.:hl · 
tiny c~u rsc ut tho trulnlni.: comnuuut lll'rt' . 

Cupt. Hobert lllt.:J.tlns, trulntn~ comnuuul 
S-3, sulcl lhut UPJH'OXlmulcl)' no ~couts havt• 
bct.•n trulnl'd since the prog:rum lwgan 111 
Jo'ehruur)'. Since then, the program Ila!\ 
11rovcc1 very successful. 

By Walt Ditzen 

Edllon P ren Sen• ICe 


