
l 
i 
r 

Heroism eDrns lour highest "Oli1: 
mad!i\ree evacuations in his choppt•r ~Phong .. Province wh•n his unit, part or th• r~Q~'i,tttd .. 1t ·~r:~J. . . WASHING.TON - Four members of 

· the U.S. Army have been awarded the 
nation'• hlahetit award for valor, thl1 

Medal ol Honor. 

belor t was damaged by enemy fire . 9th Infantry DlvlsiQ_n , came under heavy ty to evacu e'lltribunde<I comrnaiiilcr 
A Ir ina a second helicopter, he machine gun and nll>rtar fire from a VC and a member of his men. 

madepeveral more runs be(ort.' a tnlnt" b411f•llon . The unll Corm~ Into an attack II~ led a volwntet!r night patrol to 

The lour. Maj .' Patrick II . Brady, 
Capt. Jack II : Jacobs, Capt . James M. 
Spra)·berry and Sgt . R'obert M. Patter· 
son, wore prosented the awards by Pres l· 
dent Richard Nixon In a White House cer· 
emony. 

detonaed near that aircraft, disabling it . formation , but was haltM by intense ene · eliminate the intervening enemy bunkers. 
With a third ship he evacuated the re· Iii)· liro. Due to the Intensity o{ the li re Crawling within ,lose range or a bunker 
mainilg wounded. and heavy casualti•s sustained by the from which lire was pinning down his 

Pa!terson, serving . as a lire team lead- command group, the attack stopped. Al· force, he silenced the machine gun with a 
er al a platoon al the 17th Cavalry, 82nd though wounded by mortar lire. Jacobs hand grenade. 
Airborne Division, movod forwa rd ·under assumed command al the company, or· When grenades were hurled al him 

Brady, who had previously won tht• 
Dlsllngulshcd Service Cross with Ouk 
Leal Cluster, was a member ol the Hth 
Medical Brigade when he evacuated 51 
seriously wounded men from enemy held 
territor)'. ' Brady was piloting an ambu- · 
lance helicopter near Chu Lal when he 
volunteered to rescue the men who werl' 
In a log-shrouded, cnemy-~eld area . lk 

a hail of enemy lire to destroy several dered a withdrawal and established a de· from another enemy position. he charged 
NVA bunkers with grenade and ma· rensive perimeter. Despite profuse bleed· that position, killing Its occupants with a 
chlnegun lire. I1;norlng the warning of his Ing from h•ad wounds which lmpalrt•d gr<nade. lie crawled forward and neu-
comrades , he assaulted and destroyed · his vision, he returned under Intense fire lrallzed three more bunker> with grc· 
the position. to evacuate a seriously wound•d advisor. nados , then killed an enemy soldlor who 

Th• serg•anl singlehandedly de· While · making several trips lo rescue charged him from a concealed position . 
slr<iyed with rifle and grenade fire live wounded, he encountered enemy soldier"---ln the seven-and-a-hall hour oper~tlon , 
•nemy bunkers, killed eight ~ncmy sol· on three separate occasions, single- Sprayberry killed 12 enemy soltlicrs, 
di<'rs and captured seven weapons. hundedly killing three. eliminated two machine l:UOS and de· 

Jacobs wa~ on an operation in Klen While with the 1st Air Ca\•alry Dlvl· stroyed numerous bunkers. 
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Hunter-killer teams in 'action 

Cobras· clobber NV A position 

llAHKING OHDERS from the top o( his command APC, 
· Capt. Arthur Minnifield of Co. ·c, 4th Bn., 23rd Inf., 25th 
Infantry Division, directs action <.luring a skirmish at 'the 
hase of Nui BR Den . . 

CAMP RADCLIFF - In thrt•e 
separate actions, A Troop, 7th 
Sqdn.. 17th Cav., 4th Inlontry 

.. Division, klll•d 34 NVA soldiers 
three mllos southeast ol LZ 
!lard Times. 

WO Jam•• Chapman, 1>llotlng 
a ll1ht ob .. rvatlon helicopter In 
support al 4th Infantry Division 
operations, spotted several lndl· 
vlduals amona six enemy •true· 
tu res. 

"I coiled In !or cobras," said 
Chapman, "since we really had 
the enemy out In the open ." 

String · clue exposes · e11emy 
CU Clll - Hummock 1trlnes 

tripped up the enemy ·rece~~; 
brln1lng \he lull wralh of "the 
2~th lnlantry Dlvl•lon's 2nd Bn., 
Hth. Inf., down on the NVA sol· 
dlers, kllllng 35. .' 

Co. A combined· lorres with an 
element of the •Vth AllVN llegl· 
menl and rome Into contnrt with· 
on NVA unit . The . sce~e. ol ac· 
lion was noor F'R Pa'ttoni · · 

Evidence · ol enemy , pr(i!_•~~ •• 
In the nrta wn~ dtscovered when 
the untt found strtnK• from ham. 
mocks tied to trees. The NVA 

unit appurently did not have 
1\me to untie the hammocks and 
Just lore them from their moor· 
lnas. 

Al .this point the Infantrymen 
began lo receive a heavy vol· 
ume ol lire, Including RPG . 
rounds . 

Air strlbs and artillery w~re 
called In, but enemy !Iring 
rlared up again as soon as the 
strikes ended . An encore .by the 
Air Force however, slowed ene­
my ltrlni: to sporadic sniper 
rounds. 

An hour and a hall alter the 

f~refigh.t · rips VC 
. . . . ~ 

TRANG BANG-The area north,;.est of Cu Chi known as the 
Citadel buued lo the- tune ol mlnlguns. crackled with small arms 
!Ire and rumbled with armored personnel carriers as Infantrymen, 
mechanized units a~elicopters combined fire power to crush an 
already scatt•red enemy force. killing 33, . 

first enemy lire, It was quiet 
enouah to permit a sweep ol lhe 
art1, which found 22 enemy 
kllled by artillery and another H 
killed by air strikes. 

LI. Don Osborn dove In with 
his cobra gunship, hitting the 
enemy lorotlon and d\'slroylng 
three ol the structures . Passini\ 
ov<r the NV A loco lion, Osbon4 
otlucked the area, one> again 
catching the fleeing enemy and 

• killing two. 
"Another co bro,' ' he · suld, 

"rome on station und both or us 
were oble to kill lour more." 

Forty minutes lutcr, th ~y 
turned towards another valley, 
not far from the previous con· 
tact area, where again the enc· 
my was sighted In spurse over· 
growth. 

" We found a !cw NVA rcgu. 
Iara along u lrall. You could tell 
that they were NV A solcllers hy 
their khakis , pith helmelo, puck• 
and AK47• ." 

The KUnshlp• opened up with 
mlnlgun fire und rockel• killing 
six more ol the enemy. WO Ken· 
neth Meyer dove In and killed 
two others. · 

That night, a ravine near l.Z 
· !lard Times. wa• the urea ol a 

vlsuul rcconnalssunce lJy a ,2nd 
II de . Forward Air Control 
(FAC) 1>lane. A lorgc number' ul 
NVA soldiers were spoiled scat · 
tert-d nmong lhe lrl'ellnes. 

• • 
1·We esllmutcd lulcr," sold 

Osborn, "thut lhere wus ul lc.•usl 
n comnuny or NV A soldt~rs 
there. We found them umt.11: · 

' eulln~ tables, Whl're (ood WllS 
set out. The enemy wus more or 
less stretched out on a ledg", us 
II sun huthlng ." 

The FAC 1ilune marked the 
oreu !or the gunships us they 
moved In once aguln, •lrullng 
tho rclrcutlnK en t!my force . An 
1ern-rlflc platoon usse~ui mt• nt 
HWcep throuJ.:h the destroyed 
comp brought the total enemy 
kllletl for the duy to 34. 

A• the colmu moved lhroui;h 
tlw air townrd home, they We rn 
notllled thut l.Z Hurd Times was 
recelvlnK enemy rocket lire. The 
KUnshlps s1mttcd the position 
and quickly destroyed It , addln~ 
four more enemy killed lo their 
Ii.I. 

The action, which began with several slKhtinas by gunships 
of the 2~th Infantry Dlvtslon's llSth Assault Helicopter Co. and a 
light scout team. was centered approximately two mlle~ southeast 
of here. Immediately alter the first engaKements. elements ol 
the 2nd Bn .• 12th Inf .. were alrlllted Into three of the hotspots. 

A total ol 33 enemy soldiers fell during the action . Besides the 
33 soldiers . killed, 12 AK47 rlnes were raptured as well as twp 
rocket-pro~lled grenade launchers. one camouflaged sampan and 
other equipment. 

HOVERING OVER the. hot LZ a chopper 
inserts a squad of 4th Infantry DivisiOn 
soldiers who quickly scramble for cover. 
The instant the men are safely on the 

ground the chopper quickly moves out so 
that gunships can lend their full support 
to the · infantrymen. · 

( 
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- · ·:\~i.~tnc_m' co~muriique • Sept 29~0ct 5 

Tankers ftipulse NVA hilltop charge 
Ea ~er In the week, a Isl Cnalry DI· 

vision ~ero-rilte platoon killed three en•· 
my soldiers 12 miles southwest ol Kalum . 

Tankers from Co. B., 1st Ba., 17th Ar· 
mor, Isl Bde., Sth lnfantry Division kllled 
%2 members or an esUmaled NVA com· 
paey which tried lo storm their hUUop 
pc;slUon, IS mUes 110rtbweal of Quang Tri 
on Oct. 2. , 

The rnemy force launch'11 a coordl· 
m:i.d rccbl, small arms and RPG al· 
tack oa lhe algbt ucampmeal about 2 
a.m. .. 

The main body ol Ille eMm)' company · 
~tlacked from the north wflb small 
thrusts hltUng bolb Ille easlem and west· 
< m sides or Ille company poslllon. 

Two Infantry.- al a llst~ni post 
cutslde the pulmcter delttled lhe NVA 
tt!dlers and _all guns on lbe perimeter 
fired on lbe oncoming enemy, turning 
them back Into Ille valley below. Tbe ene· 
my soldiers were later ldenllrled _ as -
mrmbers or lbe %7th NVA Regiment. 

A "llrst-llghl" sweep or the bill re· 
vealed the kdtes or %2 ennny soldiers. 
Also discovered were seven RPG launch· 
ers with JO acrompanyln.f rouDds, lour 
AK~7 rlll., and 60 Chlcom grenades. 

25th Inf Div 
Jnfanlrymen or Co . B, 2nd Bn .. 121h 

- Inf., 2Sth lnrantry Dlvl~lon killed H 
members or an estimated NVA rein· 
forced company during a serlts or all·day 
battles Oct. s H miles northwest of Cu 
Chi. 

The same · day lnlantrymen ol Troop 
_ D, lrd Squadron. ~th Armored Cav., 2Sth 

lnluntry Division, killed nine NVA In a 
battle II miles northwest ol Cu Chi on 
Oct . S. 

In olher acllons, men from Co. D, 2nd 
Bn., 12th Jnr., killed IS soldiers In a two· 
hour fight . 

On Sept. 29, a platoon from Co. C, 4th 
Dn., 9th Inf., engaged an ~ual·slze ene­
my force II miles southwest or ·Tay Ninh . 

.Following a IO-minute exchange ol small 
arms lire, six NVA regulars :were killed 
and the remainder ol the enemy retrea t· 

_ed . ,, . 
The next day, Infantrymen from the 

2nd Dn., 22nd Jnr .. killed three NV A reau· 
lars they spotted walking down a trail to· 
ward their. position six miles north of 
Trang Dang. • 

Six VC were kllled on Oct. 4 by 1un· 
ships from the 3rd Squadron, 4th Ar· 
mored Cav., one mile . north ol the 2Sth 
lnl11ntry Division'• base camp at Cu Chi . 

Th"- same day, lour enemy soldiers 
were klll~d by Tropic Llghlnlnl! canno­
neers lesil~ two miles rrom the Viet· 
namese-Cam Ian border, - · 

· A ~ay late , four to live NV A soldiers 
were spotted prowlln11 about FD Crook; 

· elaht miles northwest of Tin An. Artll·· 
lcry of the mh lnf1ntry Dlvlllon kllled 
two ind scared the others oll. 

1st Avn Bc/e : · 
·' On Oct. -3, a pair of 17th Combit AvJ1., .. 

tlon Group Cobra gunship crews broke . . 
the back of a VC ambush of an ARVN . 
mechanized column on IIl1hw1y 14, I' -
miles north ot Plelku . · 

Three enemy were kllled Jn the en· 
counter and an estimated VC platoon w11 ~ . 
driven orr by the 11unshlps, ... , 

... {~l 

- Jst Cav Div •· ··:.; ... 
On Oct. 4, the men of the Isl Squad· · 

ron, 9th Air Cavalry, scoured the Junales , 
2S miles north of Quan Loi 1nd came 
upon an estimated NV A ci>mpany Jn hast• : 
Uy-built llghtln11 positions. _·:· . . , 

Troopers or a !st Cavalry . Division 
aero-rllle plaloon were air.assaulted Into 
the· area and 24 NVA 1oldlers were kllled. _ 

A llight of !st Squadron 11unshlps was ·: 
called In _ to reln!orce the rlllemen ind •t 
All\:Force -Jets made two sorties over the .· 
area .. · · .. ..--....... .. · ,' .. ~ 

1st Inf Div 
On Oct. 4, a patrol of !st Infantry Dlvl· 

slOn APCs and Vietnamese Regional 
Force soldiers reconnlng lour mlles north . 
or Phu Cuong found what was thought to 
be an abandoned enemy base camp site. 

Entering lhe camp, ln!antrypien ol A 
Troop, · 1st Squadron, 4th Armored Cav., 
began receiving a heavy volume or small 
arms and RPG - lire Crom an estimated 
squad o! VC soldiers In a tunnel-complex 
on the lar side. · They returned the lire. 
killing six and detaining nine VC sus. 

pec,t~. other acllon, Big Red One soldiers 
kllled 11 enemy In sporadic lire lights 
throu1hout their zone ol operation Oct. 1. 

In the largest action o! the day. gun 
Jeep-mounted members ol HQ Co.. Isl 
Bn., 18th Inl., kllled lour enemy soldiers 
they observed moving through scrub 
brush nine miles east al Ben Cat . 

Earlier In the week, a former VC- Jed 
'members of Co. A, Isl Bn .. Uth Inf., to a 
large enemy cache which Included H Chi· 
com lleht, machine euns, two complete 
82mm morl1r tubes with bue plwtcs and 
sl1ht1, 1nd 28 boxes of AK47 rounds . 

On Oct. 2, men rrom Co. C, 1st Bn .. 
18th Jnr .. discovered a hastily abandoned 
enemy bunker complex nine miles east ol 
Lal Khe. _ 

Two days later, an element of the Isl 
Dn., 18th Inl., kllled a lone enemy soldier 
guardlne a munitions cache rour miles 
south o! Ben Cat . The cache contained 

on~ 60mm mortar round, two Chlcom 
light machine guns, one RPG launcher 
and two AK47 rifles. -

3rd Bde, 9th lnl 
Supported by gunships of the 3rd 

Squadron, 17th Cav., and gunships of the 
190th Assault Helicopter Co .. Infantrymen 
o! the 5th Bn .. 80th Inf., engaged small 
pockets o! VC soldiers Oct . 4, killing 10 In 
four small encounters . 

Earlier In the week, men al Co. C, 5th 
Bn., 80th In!., supported by helkopter 
gunships. kllled live VC In the swampy 
regions 10 miles south of Saigon . 

On Oct. 5, Infantrymen of the 2nd Bn .. 
Hth In! .. killed lour YC 23 miles south· 
west o! Saigon ·in two separate battles. 

A day earlier, one ene111y soldier was 
killed as men from the Sth Bn .. 80th In! .. 
!Ired from U.S. Navy patrol boats 15 
miles southwest ol Saigon . 

On Oct . 1, soldiers o! the 8th Bn., 31st 
In! .. kllled three VC In an area three 
miles southwest ol Saigon . 

The same ·day, one VC was k!lled by 
the men ol the 2nd Bn., 47th lnl .. 22 miles 
southwest or Sal1on. 

The next day, men of the 2nd Dn .. 47th 
Inf .. walked unoppot~Jnto a- compan)'· 
•lzcd enemy base ca hidden deep In 
the Mekong Delta, 2R m southwest or 
Saigon · • 

The. complex contained canned rice, 
!ood stulls, llsh traps and cooking uten­
sils. 

199th lnl Bde 
A platoon from Co. C, 2nd ~~lrrl 

In!.. U9th Light Infantry ( ' •nrle , 

" 

'1 . 
spotted and engaged lour VC soldiers hid· 
den In a heavily timbered area six miles 
east of Xuan Loe on Oct. 4. 

In the short lire light that lollowed, all 
lour enemy soldiers were killed and their 
three AK47 rlrtes and an RPG launcher 
were captured. 

The same day, other members of Co . 
C, patrolling 20 miles southeast or Xuan 
Loe engaged and killed two enemy sol· 
dlers . 

On Oct . s. men of Co. C, 2nd Rn ., 40th 
Inf., were patrolling a mars h 35 mlleo 
northeast or Xuan Loe, when they saw on 
occupied enemy bunker. Air strikes were 
called In and lour NVA were killed . . 

Earlier In the week, while on a recon· 
nalssance mission In the same area, In· 
!antrymen or Co. D, .• th Dn .. 12th Inr .. 
locked up with an undetermined number 
o! VC soldiers, kill ing three In a 15-mln­
ule lire light, 

,. America/ Div 
In a 5S-mlnute long contact on Sept. 

30, Infantrymen or Co. B, 2nd Bn., J5th 
In!. were engaged by an estimated NVA 
company 25 miles northwesl o! Plelku 

. City . Reinforced by artillery, gunsnlps . 
and a company of troops from the Mobile 
Strike ~·orcc, 2S enemy were killed . 

America! Division lnlontrymen killed 
13 VC and NVA soldiers In six uncon· 
nected actions Oct. 3. In the largest ac­
tion ol the day, ground troops of Co. D: 
~th Bn., 3rd Jnr .. fought and killed live 
NVA two miles northwest al Due Pho. 

Elsewhere, men of Co . D, 4th Un ., 31st 
lnl .. killed two members al a lour-man 
enemy force they saw movlnR throu'Rh 
the dense Jungle IR miles west or Tam 
Ky. . 

In sporadic contacts uround Tam Kr 
on Oct . I, Amerlcul Division soldiers· . 
kliled 10 cnel)IY soldiers . ln!antrymen 
from Co. E, 4th Dn .. list In! .. kllled six 
VC soldiers while on a reconnuhisnnce-ln­
forca 1\pcrullon, In the lurReSt nctlon or 
tho day . 

On Oct. 4, lnlantrymen ol Co. D, !st 
Dn ., 4ftth Jnr .. klllerl two NVA soldiers In 
the Jungle. rtve miles we•t or Tam Ky. 

Loter In the Wet!k, lnfunlrymen lrnm . 
..I lhe same unit kllled two enemy 12 m ile. · 
~ · southwesl or Tam Ky. 

On Oc t. S, soldiers o! Co. G, 7Sth lnl .. 
surp1·iscd live NVA along a Jun"le trull 
nine mile• southw1•st or nuc l'ho, klllln" 
thr~e. . 

3rd Bde, 82nd Abn 
On Oct, 5, soldiers of Co. D, Isl Dn .. 

50Sth Airborne In!., on a sweep o! on aren 
•Ix miles northwest or Phu Cuong, round 
the bodies o! 14 enemy kllled by air strlk · 
es. 

The 3rd Dde., 82nd Airborne ntvl•lon, 
, 1oldler1 wal~cd unopposed Into an eight­

bunker complex with two tunnels which 
had been almost completely de.troyed br 
the aerlul bombardment. 

4th Inf Div 
A light tire team from D Troop , 2nd 

Squadron, Isl Armored Cav .. working un­
der the operalton_el control or the 4th In· 
fantry Division, kllled 28 enemy aoldle.-. 
Oct. 1, U miles northwest ol Phan Thiel. 

On Oct. 2, lnlantrymen of Co. A. 3rd 
Dn .. 12th In!., descended on a VC village 
hidden In the Jungles 10 miles east ol An · 
Khe and detained six VC suspects. 

The next dny, members o! Co_ "C, Isl 
Bn., 3Sth Inf., skirmished brlelly with an 
estimated elght·man enemy force 14 
miles south of Camp Enarl. One NVA 
was kill ed and.Jlle others put to rout. 

101st Abn Div 
. An NVA soldier was klll~d on Sept. 30 

by IOlst Airborne -J)lvlslon soldiers on a 
Ju~gle trail three miles northwest ol llue . 

~~~~Jf:~i~~:~t;li~t~~:~:~~: ; ' ·,·:::;~(1_:_~'.:/;_~; ... :~_.;·_:~--~- , 
kllled by men of Co. 0, 2nd Bn., 7th Cav!: , ·.. ~ · ..... · · ·~ ·.. . . .. . . . 

Later In the week, a platoon Crom the 
2nd Dn ., 502nd Inr .. found a !ood an~ 
clothing cache eight mile• south ol Hue. 

Included In the cache wero 55 paund• 
or rice, eo pounds or fish, five shirts, two 
pairs or trousers, two AK47 rifles and 200 
rounds or ammunition . 20 miles northe1s1 of T1y Ninh. · - .. -· .ALERT AND READY, a driver with the 11th Armored Cavalry Regi· 

On Ocl. s, 1roopen. of Co. C, ht Bn .. . · ment atarta his Sl'teridan Assault Vehicle and prepares to move out on 
· !~~dl~.;·inf:"~~h~~':n~~!~ i!r:n·~~ :::- an operation in the bamboo and double-canopy jungles of the Quan Loi 
or Ta>· Ninh City, · . - area. . - . . . .: ~ . ~ . . . . . . . . ·~ ' 

On Oct. s, lroops of Co. A. 2nd Bn .. 
' l27th Jnr .. kllled lhree,_VC In a battle 30 
miles -southeasl or Hue. 
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SEARCHING FOR the enemy, a ranger 
moves away from an Air Cushioned Vehicle 
while on an operation 25 miles west of 
Saigon. The craft is reaay to respond 

Mhould the soldier from Co. E, 75th Inf., 
·3rd Bde., 9th Infantry Division, require 
assistance. 

Spider hole hold 
• • 

gr1pp1ng .suspe·ns: 
CU CHI-A platoon leader al ~e 25th · Infantry Division» 

Bdc . nearl y s lipped into a bottomless pit while attempting to cl 
out a VC spider hole, But instead of qulck sand or boi ling w 
pulling him under, it was art enemy soldi er. 

Air-a ssault ed into an area near the southl'rn tip or tht' 
Loi Woods, Co. A. 2nd Bn .. 12th Inf. . ' worklni; with Vil'lnar 
scouts . began a sysl cnuitic search al an a rea suspeckd a l har 
Ing VC. 

The firs t contact with the enemy proved to be hair- r a i s in ~ 
platoon leader Lt. David L. Sacke t when he att empted to , 
a tunnel he believed to be apandoned . 

As he lowered himself I.et-first ln~unncl. Sacket 
grabbed around the ankles by an NV A soldier who was dcterm 
to pull the startled oHicer into his underground lalr. 

Quick reaction b)' three platoon members started a tug-of 
with a " hum an rope" that resulted in the rescue of their s• 
what shaken leader . 

Grenades M stroyed the tunnel and killed the enemy sol 
Sackct commented on the incident , " I learned toda y that no m. 
how safe a hole looks . it has to be hit with a i; renade before 
checked out." 

Int erroi;:atlon or a dctaint.•e by Vktnnmcsc scouts lt.•d tu 
Led by wounded' commander anotht•r VC hiding place in the lmmt•dia lc urea . " It didn't 

like anything bu t a bi~ mound of dirt ," said Pfc. J ohn R; 

AR • , A I u:n1·t ha tte lit- N., A ~~~qh~~e ab:~~~~r:.::i~::\; t:at~ l~e:n:adbr:t~e~\ l~i~,:::':.r:~t.· V /J f., V M . . VC e merged urm cct ~ith hand grenades from a wl'l l-conct 
·~r trap door. Both were ktll<•d bv ale rt security . 

. Olseovt•rles lndudt•d un AK47 rUl t!, scvcrul dcH'unwnls uni 
AN LOC - Led by a woundt•d commander, a The Initial contac t began In late morning wht•n VA dlury . Two hundred pounds of rice ;ind " sight fo r an H'. 

5th ARVN Division company wiped out a well- the Hth Co .. 41h Dn .. of lhe 91h ARVN Re~im<• nt, · hlcom morlar W<• re ;ilso found . 
entrenched enemy force in a three-hour, bunker· ran Into the circular bunker and tn•nchlirll' •i 
to-bunker battle 70 miles north of Saigon. positions four miles ·west of here. A".,...-

Thlrty-two NVA soldiers were killed In the While receiving heavy machine gun, automatic '~fd. 
fight, while only one ARVN soldier was killed and weapons and 840 r·ocket fire, 1he Infantry companr i' 
IH were wounded. fought Its way Into the complex. Midway throuch 

lhe fight and Inside the bunker ring, the ARVN 
The t•xcluslvely ARVN operation - which In· soldiers received an air drop ummo supply from 

eluded AHVN armored cuvulry and Al!VN air a ls! Air Cavalry Division hellcoplt•r. 
strike. - was curried out " Just ns well u• any flghllnR clo•e In amona the "beautifully dug 
ope rutlon I've ever seen , unywtwrc, unytlme, " In" bunkrr!, the AHVN 'troops •llt•nced one ult<•r 
according to un Amt•rlcan oHlcc l' who wltne., ed another of the two-to-four man position" Rt" 
lho bottle. slstunct• eml<•d thn•e hours alter tht• battle hud 

The ARVN company commander, Lt . Phan . bcwun . 
lluun Vu. was slightly wounded three time• In the " It was well done, very well done Indeed," •aid 
light but reru .. ·d to leave his men for medical aid . an American colonel. 

LOH crew rescued in rain 
XUAN l.OC - The weather 

wns u bit on the tricky side 
when n scout tcum, romprl~cd 
of a light obocrvnllon helicopter 
nnd II Cobra, went out lo search 
for tlt o remnunh of a VC squad . 

About 10 miles northea•l of 
h<• re , l.t. Brynn Alloway , pilot · 
Ing lhe LOii, round n lot more 

thnn he was looking for . Alloway 
spottod a battallon·•lzed lort•e or 
NVA regular. . 

Ills triumph was short-lived, 
however. Just ns the weather 
got · worse and It began to rain , 
the small helicopter was shot 
down by ground fire. 

A• the Cobrn leammute pro· 

Scattered action 
claims 17" enemy 

vldod prot ect ion with rol'ket untl 
mlnlgun fire, a call went back to 
C Troop, Jrd Squadron , 17th Air 
Cnv., for nsslstance , Within two 
mlnut .. , lift ships bearing the 
troop 's nero·rlfb plaloon were 
hendod toward lhc downed cruft . 
uml Its three crewmen. 

Despite henvy fire from the 
ndvnnclng enemy, the platoon 
wn1 lns orted olmost on top of 
ll:e downed •hip . It dlrecll•d lire 
·an the NVA soldier. while Capt, 
Robert · Howard Bnd Lt . Jerr)' 
Spier attempted to extract the 
crew. 

TAN AN-Elemrnts or the 2nd · Bn.. 47th Inf .. Uth Infantry 
Olvlslon . combined with helicopter gunships to kill 17 VC In action 
scattered throuKhout Long An Province. 

The' action began late In the morning when aun shlps from tho 
240th Aosaull llt•llcopter Co. killed live of the enemy while support· 
Ing nlrmobtle operations or Co. B, three miles east of here . 

Vl•lblllty wn• •o limited that 
"Instrument only" flying wns In· 
dlcnted, but Howard "nnd Spier 
managed to reach the crew and 
quckly extract J hem . 

While protecllnK the downed 
craft, the cavalrymen accounted 
for 21 NV A soldiers. 

EMERGING FROM a suspected enemy hide-out near 'I 
An afte r finding it empty, a Moldier from the :lrd 13rii:a 
!Jth Infantry Division, heads !or another nearby hoot 
to check for VC. 

Shortly before J p.m .. Co. D was swttplna near a woodllne two 
miles nort~west of lllnh Phuoc when the gunships >potted several 
enomy bunkers. 

Alter killing two ~ore guerillas. tho platoon wlthdrewt'o fct"' 
lltry. ll . 2nd Rn .. 4th f ield Arty ., take over. 

"They blew the nlpa to pieces, '.' said Lt . Andrew John•on, the 
platoon leader. "The artillery dropped more than 200 rounds Into 

. thnt woodllne. " . 
Only moments before the artillery barrage began , the com­

mand und-,,ontrol helicopter of battalion commander, Lt . Col. . 
Junws Howe, killed two VC running from the nlpa . 

" On U SWC<'ll afterwKrds. we found four bodies, .two kilfed by 
artllteryl and two killed by small arms plus two AK47s, one SKD 
rllle, some gren.ndes, documents and olher supplies." explained 
Spec. 4 David Lull, a squad leader. 

The final contacts of the doy came as the reconnaissance 
pln1oon killod one enemy before Co. C. ambushed two guerillas at 
dusk two mites southeast of Tan An . • 

,-

Co.bras s'horten attack on L' 
LZ IIARD TIMES - Cobra gun•hlps cut •hort 

an enemy attack on this landing zon e tfnd 10 
enemy soldiers met their death . 
· Cobra team leader from A Troop, 7th Squadron, 

17th Air Cav .. Capt. George Snyder, flying In 
support of the 4th Infantry Division, explulned the 
action . 

" It was just starting to get dark and normally 
we would have already se1 down for lhe ntxht , bul 
we had some new equipment that needed testing , 
so we decided to work a little later than usual. 
As we flew over a ridgeline about one mile north 

· of . LZ Hard Times, we saw what looked like· the 

backfl ash of u 122mm rocket ; then we sow 
men at Hard Tlmlt.'l re turni ng fire . 

" We flew along the top of the ridgeline u 
we' got above the enemy posit ion, then I rol 
In (irst ·wilh Lt. Dona ld Osborn ri ~ h l behind 1 

We hit them with rockets firs!, lhen mude 1 
more passes using our mlniM:uns. Alter ·we w 
sure !hut we had knocked out the position , 
empti ed our load on possible esca pe routes 1 

positions In the area, then lihu l down for 
night." said Snyder. 

A sweep of Che area the follow ing day 
cov~t·td the bodies of 10 enemy soldiers . 


