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: .. a••le brt ~'l'~h the 1%th,- from the brigade accounted for I talion. ~rd Infantry a ~o oun w 'i o~ate a1 Y t ro~ out abrasions. Disr<r;ic • ls .caused ~~ht lx~fant :-y Brig2.de 'ancL..the 16 ~em~· deaths during a day's .a l~ Ford. s;ctan. w 1th o u,t ~e pronnce . ._ . , . . inai.nly b)· ;i p_QOr sanitation • 
. .. ~ ~ · · , t ~nd ~o?:th Viet· action near Que Son. ""hl"t'ls, durmo onr of the.!f One oI the d1~pensants ~h1ch Most patie-nts are ARVN de-
lrd .nt'c.IUlcn • - ..,th I • "-- D ' ' · "rult ' · · ~ps 'bu ed t th rd b · '· · · 
namese Army Di,·ision account- ~ ~an ... ~ tn_51on-AJ._ 1

• J>'.l l~ • . , _ ~t;i t . o , e r:co · 1-ea... pendents. from the Cat Lai area, 
t' e<i for 117 enemy 'l:<nd· st>\'en ~nga<le-size O~ation Atl .. nta 4th Infan~ DmsiGG, . i, .. ~d ~.ng :>5,000 Vit;tname~e l?eople l>e- , but people come from the fh·e 

• Ame-ricam k!!kd. The con:Jct ·\ m_ the . Ir.on Tr:angl_~ has mt"t Airborne Bngad~perations m mg treated m the b1:1g~d: for surroundit~g. hamlets, and as far 
~nan w ; !"i •ni~r fi!'\.' on a com- 1 with sllff enem~ resi:.tan~. ~ut the Dak. To area ha•e i>e{>n con· the _ _ l!!QQth of Octobe1 'I\ :.i.:; the away as Saigon. 

e: • r-o·m· t-~ e b..;,.ace ~nd end· , .the infantrymt•n are contmtun~ crrnNl ";th the- taking of dispffisary here. , 
P

3 
m •· · · ·"" I h th \' ' C t f 1 d hill d b!--1-· 1 · ed ,~-ith thn":' compar.!t>:' a~::Jult· to p:is e 1e1t • on.g ou ~ I enrmy-.hel s an ~n.ig Thl' dispensary, which trral~ j p • 1 . , 

. ,, " "'"'" :'X)~!tion:<. In o!ht'r I, the 1 r strongho.do.. One ba_~e the withdrawal of the ?\\A ~n a\·erage o( 150 palh•nts a . . ~~
1

,; ,, ~i.~:i·! . action. t~e 3: d Bri· 1 ~amp reHalt'd bunkers_ Ctmta_: n·I I force~ to the C:i?JJtldian_ bortl:r. d.:ty, COH'rs thrl'e are.is of op~·r· I ot n 
,,.,. g~ldl'. l>t ca~-a!ry Dh·!:0:0n has 111~ O\·rr_ ~S.O\,~ pound..-. of n~e P::ir:itroor_..'rs. wuh the aid _of tne ations .. It supports and m:Hn· . · · · 

h::d ,.:!)<):·?d;.: C'l~!ll3Ct:' m Opera- which \\3~ t?\ aC'Uated to Lie I ht Battal:on. l:?th InfantD fro~\ ~tins dtspt'nsarks at the C'hkr Hot LZ 
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the 4th, h:n·e taken Hill Si'J . llci C:.-nt<'r and the Thu Due 
Earlit'r the men had takt>n Hill I Orphanage. · 
~ll. thrt' t' n\iles east of S75 . l- ui" percent of tht.> p:ilil'nt s 
Li t·u ten :~n t General William B. arr n :•w each · day, whll ~· tht• n·· 
Ro,;.,<on. commanding gt'Ht'ral of I m:iinder arr those with fl'l'Ur · 
I Fit'ld Force. $1:lted the Dak ring illnesses requiring dally or 

J.5 Times 
To battlt• was the "gr('att',:t ~in· 1 Pl'riodic treatment. . 
g:t' battle yet fought in tht' C'en· The normal work day at tlw 
t ral Highlands." He addl>d that 1 C'at Lai Dispensary is from eight 
th r all_i t:1 foryes ha\'e spliritered I to fiYe, but there is seldom a 
four :\\ :\ regiment s. n0nn::il d:n-. The staff Nns1sts 

1st (arnlr\' Dh·i~ion - The I or one u.'s . med(c, one \ ' iet­
e1wmy body 'count in Operation I n:1mese me:fic, and fou: \'irt· 
Pe~hin g ha s gont' O\'e-r the -l'.!00 namese registered nurse::.. 
mark . Fight lng has been scat­
tered but hean in the 13llv 
s Qua r (' -mile o~rational area . 
Elt•ments of the Ca\" .. wor kin!: 
with · ::-\at ion a I Police Field 
Foret'.:<. spt•nt ont' day seJrchlng 
340 houses. scrt"t'ning 3% pco­

~ ple, • and detaini1.g 13 du ring 
cordon and search operations. 

'tb Infa.ntr~- Dhision-Infan­
trymcn of the 2nd Brigade con­
tinue Operation Kien Giang in 
northern Cam Son Secret Zone. 
Mobile ri'l'crine fore:~ from th e · 
~rtl and 4th Battalions. 47th In· 
Iantn· initiall\' assaulted the ·I bi:-ach from !\a.\)' armored troop 
carri<'1·s of ~aval Task Force 
lli. Liter, the men 1.-oarded heli · 
copters for airmobile assaults 

· into the zo~. 

11th . .\rmored° Cavalry Re-gi­
ment-Blaclhorse troopers con­
tinue searching a former Vi<.'t 
Cong ~anc-tuarv in the . ~fa\' Tao 
Mountains as part of Operation 
Santa Fe. Thr ·cavalryme·n ha.\-e 
been St:'<'Uring are<ls · for engi· 
neers to clear the vegetation 
with Ro~ plows, The area is 
SO miles east of Sai~on. Dt>· 
stroyt"d ha;e been 6U bunkers 
and H4 fortifications. 

Crane Lifts 
.W.et Chinook 

\Tl'<G TA.l', (1st AYS-IO) 
Ingenuity by members of thr 
1st A\'iation Brigadl' ' s 2~2nd 
A Yiation Battalion resulted in 
the re-co,·eD· of a Chinook ·hcli 
copter after it had settled into 
five feet of muddy water, · 

A Chinook from the Hilh 
Assanlt Support Helicopter Com· 
panr lo.st its front rotor power 
while placing beams of a new 
bi-ldge being built some 26 mill'S · 
southwest of Can Tho. 

Ac.ting quickly, Maj . Bobby 
Machen cf the 17ls1 Transporta· 
tion Detachment, rigged, with 
the a id of a scuba di\'er, the 
Chinook for lift . by a Flying 
Crane . . / . 

ealizing that an enormous. 
amount of lift would be needed­
to onrcome the weight of the · 
flooded Chinock, Machen had 
another-Ghinook-h~r - next to 
the pick-up si•e and direct its 
100-inile-per-hour r o to r wash · 
int.O the FJ);ng Crane, adding to 
the Cra.ne's lilting force. 
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lT CHI, (25th 111£-IO)-l\now­
in ;: th e. landing. 7.0lll' w::is und l• r 
l'Ilt'lll\' fire . l stLt. Larn· Plun· 
k t' tt. · 1'.!0th Aviation Com pan\-, 
still began a helicopter flight 
taking h im and his crew from 
a routine rni~sion to onr of ex­
trac ting woundt>d mrn and car· 
rying in b:idly nt' l'ded ammuni-
tion . · 

Plunkrtt was approaching ihc 
forw:lrd base camp of th e 4th 
Battalion . 23rd Inf:intry deep in 
th r Ho Bo Woods, 35 miles 
nor tlmes t of Saigon, to pick up 
an Amcric;in tele\·ision crew. 

The battalion had made con· 
taet with a .\'!rt Cong force a 
few milrs away and had se\·· 

. era! casualties, and the -rad ic 
message Plunkett had intercept 
ed v•as the call for dustoff 
choppers . 

The hrlicopt r r dropped into 
U1e landing zone, ~'hich was still 
under small arms fire, picked 

. up three seriously wounded men, 
and flew them to the 25th In· 
fantry · Division's base camp 
here . . 

He then fl ew to the chopper 
resupply point and picked up a 
lead of ammunition and headed 

·back to the landing zonr : 
·Three '~ more times Plunkett 

a'nd his crew made the trip -
taking ottt wounded and bring. 
ing in ammunition. . 

A . few hours later, the VC 
withdrew antl Plunkett returned 
t~ · the forward ·base . camp ta 

:::pick _up )!is _schedule~ pas~ng· 
ers. 



I . ··--. sancJ-Piatoon rua<le . 1: 0 nf1 ~ l I away . au;mg l';~'z' -~ 
- ,Villi an es1imatcd - company of > 

" 1 .; ·~ ,., '. 

..,., · · .. r· .· · ·· t r ·0 ecn 
. .,."~lfb !llEI t f.E E_:·· . L .lit. · 

; •. the 2ilst \'C Rl'giment killing 
14 enemy. .,- . ··· · 

oakro Bani" .:.tpkJine~ignif~~t Battle lrrVietncin1 
. garrisoned by Ar!.1).Y of the 'Jltoup. -

The amnn111!1ioo ·cache. which 
~-as UDCOTertd d u r ID g Che 
sweep. ronslsted of botb large · 
a:id small arms ammunition .. In­
duded in the find were 300 
rounds of ammunition. ?.l rod.et 

- - .- · rounds, %0 boosters for Che rock· 
DAK· · TO, (MACV-10) 

-The Dak ·To area . is a 
cross-roads coi:nplex in the 
Central Highlands pro,·ince 
of Kontum. It i::: re!?,ularl~· 

Republic of Vietnam units -rrhe -Bfiull! of Dak To 
and elements of the · U.S. began when it became ap­
Special Forces-trained Ci- parent from intelligence re­
vilian Irregular Defense porJs_ that_ the. North Viet-

namese Army units in the 
area ·were pre{laring battle­
field positions from which 
to attack the garrison. . 
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et· .• l~ pounds or e.xplo~h·cs. 200 
fN{ o£ dttonating cord. £iH 

__ grenadrs, and _one m·ortar. sight. . 
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PEVELOPllENT ~MJTLEFIELP 
/5-18 NOY. 

The . 4th Infantry Divi­
sion imrr1;ediately ~eployed 
troops into the area. Addi-

~ 
tionally, the li3rd Airborne 
Brigade was sent into .the 
area · to reinforce the 4th 

. ~ '-"-... Division units. 
.\.J!l'N""""' • · ............... ~ As ·the .. battlefield was ....... ,,..... 

·~·-c.:r ::_ 
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., \/~~ , 
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~ deYeloped, U.S. and ARVN 
~ ~ ~~- ..,,....,""'":' --t:-oops, supported by 'Air 

,,..,,..... ,........_ Force aircraft and Army 
helicopter gunships, made 

·-- and maintained co ri tact 
with the ·enemv. 
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Breaking-the enemv·i: 

thrust, the U.S. forces th.en 
pursued his wiJhdrawal. 
. In addition to the pres­
sure from the ground troops 
and air power, B-52 'bom­
bers · struck repeatedly at 
the enemy support bases 
arur along his. escape 'rout~ 

"8 ;;..· .... x.r·!.~ ,.., , - - --"-" .. _ to the wesL 
"" '-"~· ~~·, =-;...,___------._ 7/Plt.~ U.S. and ARVN forces in - - ' - 7J1£f1G,_ m ~/PA~ "if a blocking positions in thE 

\ l!..I!./;:5 f~ ~ - northwest and northeast re-
OVRJAI~ THE PE.l!PO r~· NOVE.MB~ pulsed enemy units ··at-

/ 1'4-f N''A KILLED tempting to enter-the-bat 
t1 YI-\ • tle area to relieve the pres· 
.,.~ IY MYN t 1~6· If f/S. • sure on the NV A element~ 

?7il WEAPO. · NS TAllr::N in .contact. " · ~ '7 I 1 r'\ C:. The last ·major engage· 
IH l'IAUN r 2.U rr11s. · -·--·inent -was Hill 875. Then 

- .......... 
/':>--

.......... 

• ORlV-1 t.A"TfU... •U.S. i,4KtN FIKE SV!/'MT' . the . NV A c ho s ~ to s tanc 
M,:y: . 2,.P ( J.u AIR~!i;M:. £.!171.4; ... :~.'i) J,B#'J llSAf .rAcrtCAI. AJI ~l!!'.tS and fi~ht - for four days 

-9-ZM !Nf,4,VTRY f?Z;:.l'!.tr . 1, 101 vs. Mt!YARMEP During the four-day period 
(IS.: /ir 6/f:~ 4,,, ''f_FA.ffifr' p~•iS CJ'/ HW~PftJi SOATl.t; 1641 NV A hoops were kill 

/73x11 A.'~!JOi?tl=- S.~.1.;>?~::. 12. !.ISAr B~:Z STAIX£.5 · ed- 433 b -· the -:ARV:t-
)~:A Vfrx, 52.~. G-~r, t .'77.-,, .137;99/ Jl.OllitPS of Ar.TlLf~I t · d y1208 by U.S 

,.., v.4 J?£Gt/.!:.,\·TS roops an . 
E'> · · · . forces. . . 
fi f)),yr;;crs -,..1-.·F<.c.:f.;...f-S / 61..CCt<!NG .fO!?C£S • The weapons captur~ 

· 11,l'~1inu.u.'( Fi~~ s ~1P.CC-'iT £,;s!s · . · ... .included 275 individua 
-r · w e a po n s, and 94 crf!iV 

~,Bil. f75~- - -

· / ..J '"'" 1-iF..:. ~ -;;;(' -
. ,... vs. 

~ A<~lr 1.'E.lJCCP-fZ~ SJ.is.~~ . 
~ A..f /~:e r,;_.,-~ 

. -"'.;l(~rT 

1erved weapons . .. 
~r 
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lust Routine For EO D T~am 

AROUND THE OOZE-Through a muddy field, this 
annored . personnel carrier of the 2nd Battalion, 22nd 
Infantry·, 25th Infantry Division, avoids a sticky situation 
by staying out of the inroads made by the preceding APC. 

(Photo by Sp4 ·James Friar, 25th INF-IO) 
--~~~~~~~~--. 

CAM RANH BAY, (1st LOG­
IO) - "To a lot or people it 

. may seem like dangerous work. 
but to us it's routine." 

Master Sergeant Doyle W. 
Nichols is a disposal supervisor 
for the Explosive Ordnance Di s· 
posal (EOD) team . -· · 

The team Is resP-Onsihlt' lor 
tncuaUng and disposini; . oC 
dangeroos t:i:plosl .-c> hrn•. 

Attache-d to Cam Ranh Rav 
Support Command 's ! 9lst Orci­
n:ince Battalion, the EOD tt•:1m 
,.;orks 24 hours a dav :111s" rr· 
ing calls that range ·from l'<)I · 
lrl'ting capture-cl cxplosivcs rr­
turned from combat opN:Jlions 
to disarming or ex p I o di 11 g 
bombs th:it have rm drOptX'd 
but railed to deton.1tt'. 

"lt"s a lot like working Car a 
Cir e dq.,artmen t." n•m:irked 
;\ichols, "because vou neHr 
know exanly what · tu ·l'XPt'<: t 
unt il you gt• t there. 

" It m:iy be a n•ry d:mgt•ruu< 
exp!o>ive, or ii may be :i fal se 
a larm . but we h:ive to be prt'· 
part•d Cor either possibility: · 

~la i ntalning r on 1 r o I on·r 
arms in \"it'tnam Is important · 

Bonus Sale Troopers Dig Him Out 
The Yittnam Rt'glonal 

Exrhangr bas announccd 
th" second sal!' ol the fall 
st"ason. to take p 1 ace 
throughout its 300 retail 

Well Conceals VC 
outltts . Cl1 CHI, (%.slh l:'\F-IO)-Lt.'ap-

Th" Christmas B on u s . ing from their helicoptl'rs and 
Salt' •·W offtt m·t'rchandlse assaulting throu gh brush. the 
such as l'kctronfc "'lulp- Aero Rifle Platoon killt'd four 

In avoiding al:(:ld't'ntal lnJurlr<. 
Much o( the EOD' s workda,· ln­
. rnlns coUecUn:: .-:uious · c~plo­
si.-t's, aims and munitions that 
Oltt>r bark fro'm combat arras . 

On occasions, however. the 
team is called to the field to 
handle , ·try dangerous explo· 
sives. 

Re<:cntly the team was call<'<! 
into a Nmbat art•a where a 
bomb had been dropp<'<i durin:; 
a battle but had la ilrd lo ·dt•to­
nate . Arter chel·k:ng th e Wl'apon 
the team membcrs exp:oued the 
born b on the spot. • 

In similar ca:<e~ . tht• d isposa l 
mt•n may decidt• to cl:;:..rm the 
weapon and rl'lurn it fur la :er 
use or d isposal. 

In these instances. 01w m <'ffi· 
ber or the team will a<·tuallv 
work on the l'Xplosi\"l' while an· 

other stands nearby as an ob-
5Nvtr to rt'cord !ht• pron•durrs . 

This method a1;01.-s the EOD 
It-ams to che.:k thrlr procedure" 
and n•port to EOD Control In 
Salr;on that a certain proc.-dure 
..-or)ts under certain circum­
s tances . 

In addition to an"''crin~ 
eml'rgcncy calls and disposing 
of dan;:erous explosivcs, EOD 
personnel also conduct dassr• 
Cor unit rt' pn•senlativrs to kat·h 
basic weapons disposal procc· 
durt•s . 
· " We t n : to han · a ma1i in , 
cnry company." fiplaint·d 
r\ichols, " who knows the simple 
facts about explosiws disposal. 
This helps us to eliminatr the 
numb..•r or fa ls e alarms anu I n 
g<'t al·curat<• inlormation in 
e:.1Se of a real t-mrrgency. ·• 

! Marines Rescued 
By Army Copters 

D.\ 1"..\~G. (1st .Hlli-IO)­
Two Army gunsh ips made a 
n ight rt•scue OI four !\larillt'S in 
a Clood t•d lowlands area IH'st or 
Hoi An reCl'ntly. , · 

The gunships. from th"e 2s:?11d 
Assault Helicop ter Company. 
212th Combat Support Aviat ion 
Battalion. were rdurnin:; from 
a .twili ght r in'r com bat n11 ,;sion 
when they re,·rivt•d a req:irst :o 
pick up lour strandt•d Marlnes 

rt'scue the ~la rine nt•xt. but 
again th e Marine St<•ppecl nrr 
into rlel'p water and sank. Whrn 
the Mar ine l'ame. up again he 
was able to locate some Cloals 
and held on unt il a ' rope w;t~ 
d ropped and he could finally be 
.hauled in . 

The other thrrc ~larinrs wrr" 
spottl'd on a make-shilt raft and 
picked up without complication<. 

-------1-mf'A.t..-je'I>· . .. lL...i!lli!_dt.'t.aint'd tWO 

sp<:>ttt-d more mon•nll'nt in 
h<·<4:crows to the southw t•st. T" o 
more helicopter loads o( mt·n 
were flown in, as the 2nd Platoon 
or B Troop rusht•d up in their 
armored personnl'i car r1<•rif:(ti>· 
mounted, and helped ben t th,• 
brush . 

;-'·hose. truck had run orr the roa d I Ambush Patrol 
mto e1;.:ht leet of watt•r. and watcht'S redu...ed In suspects recently. 

price. The quick r rac tion platoon 
:\s tarh outlet compl~tes from th ... 25th Inlantrv Divi sion 's 

prt'paratlon lor Its sale, lh... 3rd Squadron, 4th · ca v a Ir y 
sal" "Ill btgln with savings d r oppro into the landing zone 

During the S'IHl'p. Price saw 
frt'Sh footprints around a """'I. 
checked earlier by the platoon. 
As one of the men pttrcd down 
th" '"·ell, be was shot at, from 
a tunnel dug into Its side. 

In time fOt" Christmas. alter helicopters had sighted 
mo,·ement in lhe truck ht-dge· 
rows. 

Fanning ·out, the platoon re- "We moved out of ihe an:;le 
~ind small ~rms nre from the or fire and began diggin g, .. Price 
hl'dgerow. _fut' was rt'turncd explaine-d . Aftl'r the digging and 
until two \let Cong came Into fighting was on~r. the platoon 
tht open with their bands in the had added three more Yid Cong 
air. • .•• · killed to the day's list. 

Platoon Sergeant Jamt>s Prict Belore the tunnel was cl cs-
and h is elements found the body tro~·ed, the pla too n found a 
oC a third \"C. Two carbint>s were rocket launcher and six rockeL<. 
also seized. a submachinegun and small 

The helicopters ol D Troop arms· ammunition in the tunnel. 

Letters ·:;f :-:> :•. ~:~ ·~ 1 .:i . . .. , .. ~ 
..~ ·>•: .,; .. <(. '°t• .,:.;,_: -t. ~ v• ... 

.,. 

By the time the gunsi1!p~ ar- St •I 5 
I 

rived in the an•a. twil :;.:ht had rtKeS ampon 
faded into darkne ss and a LONG Tll..\~11. (9th INf-10)-
steady rain was falling. Using An ambush patrol lrom the 9th 

r

l _their landing lights, the i:un>hips Infantry Division killed eight 
searche-d _ tbe art'a unt il they Viet Cong and detained three 
f ' nally saw a Marine wai s t dceP, suspects recently during an 
in water . . early morning clash on the Dong 

i Captain Danny Popt• brought Noi Ri1·er 15 miles northwest or 
his Huey to a ho\"l'r Cor what he re. 
he thou ght would be a routine Soldie rs of the •th Jlattalion. 
p ickup. 39th Infantry ident:fil'd a sampan 

The ~larlne sloggrd tow:ud loaded with armrd VC shortly 
the chopper, but· plunged Into before dawn , . and openc·d - fire--
" ·ater oHr his head. The crew · -rrom1heirj~C<mlbush«itr.--
chiel, Sp4 Jellrey J. Perez. tritd Later, a dayli gh t search or the 

· to grab the scrambling .'.llarine, area turned up the eight Viet 
but be be r;an to sink under tbt Cong bodies, ·and three .suspects 
water a gai n. found in the .-icinity were <le· 

The second gunsh:p tri ed to I tained. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

.: 



DOUBLE PflOTECTION-With concertinn wire forming nn outer defense, nn nrmorccl 
personnel cnrrier from the 4th Infnntry Division gunrds n helicopter re~upply pnd nc:ir 
Pleilm. . · 1 (Photo hy CWO Don Joyce, Isl AVN-10) 

9th Finds Anotl1er Cache 

Air Strilce. Uncovers Bunker 
U'lW( Tll .·\~11. (!Ith INF-IOl 

p'aton11 from tlw !1111 111· 
· Di\'bi1111's :Id Squadron, 

.i.h C,l\':ilr)· n •c1·nt l)' disco,·1•re1! 
n \'kt Con~ c:1d1c conl;d11i11t.: 

:\ tr:1il from the hunker led lo 
th<• \\'C'll]lOnS. 

t;:r< kt! him to believe thal srv· 
rral units wt•re using lhl' :11-.·a 
ror storage, hut that the 1111:11 
fi11tl would "more th i111 support 
a he:l\')' weapons pl:itnon." 

(Isl CA Y·IO) -' Fourt~en Vlct­
nnmese walk~d the three miles 
fl'Om n tlark, ·dank cove where· 
lh<'Y hnd been hitting . !or Io 
months lo ttie perimeter here 
111111 11skcd · tl\al · the Chlctt Jloi 
pnss<'s they l'iutchc<l In their 
hands be honored. 

The· itucrrlllns ~nld .' thai they ' 
: li:Hl not tukrn 1mrt In comhal 

npl'rntlons since late 19GG, ultrr . 
the Isl Cn\•ulry hnd movccl Into 
th e An' Lno Vulky. 

St•vernl of their guerrilla com­
rad:•s hnd b<'cn wiped out in 
t h cs e oprrntlons, they said. 
ltcfugt•t•s had bt•<'n rhovrd 01il 
of lhe valley and they !hought 
it best not to fight any mm·c; 

Later they saw North Vid· 
namesc Army (NVA) soldiers in 
the arrn. Th<'Y knew it would 
11nly he a short while brfore the 
1st Cav. would be back in the 
an•a niter the NVA , tht•y said. 
To nvnid the Cavalry ai;ain, the 
g11<'1Tillas sl'l 11p a kind of honH' 
in the cnvc near the village or 
ll11llg Long. 

Th<'Y shty<•cl thrre 10 moitlhs 
t:ildni: [ only short trips out of 
thl'!r CU\'e home to gntlwr loocl 
rrnm nrarhy rlct• fll'lil,, On1· of 
th<• re t Irr ii gut·rrlll:1s tolcl 

Pnvntar Force · tro·op, In 
fr<:h'd to the VC0 h1 .. ·n11> 
of the VC, 11ncl hll Ill' 
·n1·tlvlly h1• rcnlly enJoy1•tl 
cutting hair. 

lie s<'rmcd to have nu 
ou!le!s for hi~ proft·ss i01 
in the cave. All of the m 
Ch:mhs wt•rc freshly t 
when they 1 s~how ·d ·up 
M11stang. . · 

The Chlru llol pi/s~ 
hct•n drop1icd near the ca 
a month ago. Tht')' sn 
they hnd heard loutlspcr• 
P<"tls from helicopters 
th!'m to rl'lurn to the 
nwnt of Vil'lnam. They 
Cav's PsyOps officer ti 
wrre impressed by 'c;y 
lives as stated over ti 
SJH'akrr, so llll'y got n• 
<'nts, !!'ft the cave, and 
down to r..anding Zone ~ " 

Three Nation 
(Contlnn<'cl from l'u1 

n1·xt l'lght days. 
llighlighling the opl'I' 

d:ite wa., a sirnble Wl'al · 
hy the AHVN's ~rtl 11 "1 

'i'!11 d ll<-;.:imcnt nl the 
the Nay Tao Mountain 
Tny l'ro\'inrr . Jr. weapo11>. in!'lt1di11;.: l\\O 111111" 

· I ars, In j1111;.:l1•, 1!i 111i!C's e:1't 
or S:il~nn. 

Troop D's .~l'l'O lllfl1• !'latm111 
r•''o n·1·ovrrl'd 41 111"''"tl11e;, 71 
h:tlld grt•mHll'S tllld :1flll l'fllllldS or 
Hlll1l1\1lli:inll. 

"T.1c llrst thlni: W<' fo1111tl "'"' 
a h111·k1·t," ht• "'l<I. "This l'•lll· 
c.·t•:tl('c1 a fifl . 111111 mortar, so Wf' 

t<i:·d«·1l the an•a rurtlll'r a111! 
f1:1111tl mnn~ w1•a1u111'. Th,·y all 
Wt•n• 11p nn wrnult·n platrnrm'\ 
hnoh)' trapp ~ tl wllh ~n·11:11l1•,," 

il<.,.ldes lht~ llll1111n~iii1(!l'. 
1h1•\· fo1111d a French XI n11n 111 111" 
lnr: eig:1t rirll'S of \':\rim1-; 
m:\kt'~. 11lre-c !Jmm Vrf'tll'h s11h­
ma<'hi1\l'guns anil thrrc ma­
d1in<';..;11ns. Also t•omrisl':11cd 
Wl're elcvl'n 1;n111m mortar pro­
j1•ctilcs, two nangalore lorpe­
tloeS: 10 <lrtonators, rh·e 111:1· 
l' 1 li!H.''~l1t1 motl'llS :111d ·WO reel uf 
e!N·trical wirl'. 

DvJ;men 11Aaf<e Friend 
Because Of Mistake 

Jo:ighll't'n 60mm mor 
snh-11rnrhi11l'g11n~. and 
FrPrll'h rifll's wr 'rl' 1 
frnm the u111ll.'rgro1111tl 11 

Figurl's for lhc l~ ·da 
also n1·tlitC'd , Allied 111 
tlt'lllO\ishing ng bunkl'I 
in;.: 115 e11c111v strneh. 
1kstl">ring ~er Viet C1 

T!1r :..u•ro rlrlc~ pl :tloon. air· 
Hi:t•tl f1ally to lonttlnn~ thrmq.~; ,. 
t .1~ t l1H• ·lnl S11'1n .• 5th Con. ar.'a 
of oprratlons ror n•t.•m111ats. 
!1.~\11rt•, ·torar.-'.1 anci th-stroy mu1 
fi.l'<.'llflt\' mission~. rntt•rt•cf the 
:1r ~·a nit~· r nn air colrll~t· hacl pt'p­
IH'r!'d th1• j11n;:l1• with h111nl1'. 

S1:iff Scr;.:!':111t Co11ll'y ll'rst 
.Tr. found lh:tl Olll' of 1hr hom '.>s· 

~ . hat! ~xposed a11 t•nc111y hunker. 

C:1ptain Carte r D. nronk , , 
platoon ll'ade r since .July, said 
the two different i<inds of 111or· 

---· - . 

G-u-n-sFiips~orta_rs, Inf 
Break Up Enemy Attack 

11.\:-.I Hl.ECll, Hlh INF·l0)­
Cn111pa11y c. ht llattalion. n11t1 
Jnfa11tn· tll'alt a s1•v1·r" hlow In 
!ht· rn1;k, of an atta!'i;in:.: N111·th 
Virtnarnl'"(' Army t·omp;111~· in 
11 fic•n•1• llatll1• 72 nlil1•s "llllh 
ur 1 '11'11111~ 

Undt'r Ill<' l'O\'l'r nf an into·nsl' 
mortar barrage, lht• all:ll'king 
NVA fo rce lw.~an ii' al 1 :l<'k on 
!he 1·aslern l'llg1• or the fire 
~11pr11rl llaso'. 

"As the allal'king rorl'1' broke 
out or the woodli11<'." n·markl'd · 
S;>4 Domin:~o llivl'l'a, " lh <'Y 
\\'('Cl' right in rro11t or Ill)' hunk· 
"'" so 1 op1·111·<1 up with my 
:r.1 .no." 

The utlurk on th1• 1'l1stt•rn 
rd .~1· of the ( l r \' h :i S <' \\'<IS 
~tn1>11<·cl hy u .. , rln· rrn111 lht• 

"'" i.lt ·~ ulnr'~" wt•u1w11s h:u·kt•tl h\' 
\h(' Jllllll'h of [\\O twin lh"l< · r~. 

!\(t!'r tht• inili:il mortar :it· 
1:1\'k, lht• ll!'g111:11"' RI llllll n1111" 
t:ir Sl'l'tinn q11irkly 11n1Pasl11·1I 
ii' own lllortar harragt' that 

. ~iJt'lllTd the l'IH.'111)' 1110fl:tl'S rol' 
th1· n·'t of lht• a!'linn. 

As soon as 1111• NV!\ ntl:ll'k 
\\'llS r!'pulsl'tl on lhe <':1'1t·rn 
r·d;.:l', a St'<'OIHI altark IH':.:an on 
thl' 11·1·~tern etlgc of tht! fire· 
b:J"l'. 

Thro11 gho11t tliis atlal'k, gun· 
ships from Company 11, 4lh 
A\'iation Buttaliun r:tkt•d the 
t•nt•my positions with a l'lln· 
slant strl'am of trac('l's and 
l'lll'kl•ts. 

Tht• NVA IC'ft l>t'hln1! 2r, tiPatl. 
Scv('ral nrnchinc guns, rirle~. 

:ind olhl'r weapons w1·r" il'ft ht" 
hin1!. (; rt'nad <·s and sc•1·1·r:il f\ .JO 
rod;:l'ls :ind l:.n11H.:lu·r" \l.'t'l'l' :d-;o 
1'<'("0\'t•rt·d. 

Ho Bo Woods Cleared 
(C11ntln11ril from 1'11~1· I) 

.llP some 157,000 rnmuls of :1'· 
~orlrd small arms nmm11111tl1111, 
JJ~ lndl\'hlual wt·a111111s, :;9 tons 
uf rlct' mut t•l:,::hl t·n·w -srrn·d 
WC'u1>0ns. Evrn u l:th•-m o rl t' I 
~lmca trtrclan wus 11ncuvt•n•t1, 
cumoufla~<·cl In a flrld. 

The 14th Rn., 1:1rd Inf. also 
discov<'n•d what was d1•scrilJl'<l 
by brlgude offic1•rs a~ the Viet 
Cong propaganda ccntt•I· for the 
Jiau Ni:hia-Saigon Hr<'a. 

Th• rir-ntrr e·o~"'l..r;!,•rl. Qf f't n 

t11nnt·I co1111>kxt•s lo<·nh·cl In thr 
!i:arnc ~t·n<•n1l nn•a. From onr, 
the "Tomahawks" hro11i;ht thr<'e 
J5mm camcrus and a movie 
t'Hntl'rn; a photo-c n I a r go c r, 
photoi:ruphlc ch<-mltals, print· 
lnr.: J>aprr nnd 111111. From th e 
olht·r t·ume two 1wrt:.hlc pr1nl4 

Ing prl'SSCS •tnd 800 pounds or 
ly1>c In both · English and Vlct­
n:1111cse. 

In the l:ist 16 days of the 
opt·ratlun, the focus '.,hifll'd to 
the Filhol Plantatir " ·w1·u . Jn 
!~'~ north and ,.~ .. ~ •'•1 cdg-t'S, 

. , 1 ... ... \ . •. 1 ., r; ""' 

1'1.Ell\U, (4th INF-10) - Th·;. 
l1 l'gUJ:\1'S made a IH'W frit•tlfl 
ht•n· l'l't'l•ntly bt•t•:1t1'(' or a 111j..; . 
ta !;:e. 

Company C, 1st B:i1tali11n, 
2:1nt1 I11ranlry had ' !11 •1• 11 "'11Hl111'1· 
i ii'.! t'ordu11 :11ul ~Pard i 1111t•ra· 
lions in tlw villagl' of Ban llan'.,! , 
wlwn a bubhlt• l'hoppl'r landl'd 
on I he l'dge of Ill<' v i I I ;1 :~ c 
sq11an'. In addition to llH' pilot. 
1!11• d1oppl'r had anotlll'r p:iss<' ll · 
~'' '" a most hewildl'n'd Jlfonta~· 
nart! . 

Thi• 11llnt rst•nrl<'il thr C'On· 
fu" ·d l\ lnnl a~nartl lo lhl' 111111· 
t:1 ry h1f11rmat111n l<'alll whld1 
wus working- In l'Oorcl111al1011 
with Co. C on the 111l,sl1111, :1111! 
spnkt• lo him thro11gh lh1• h'a111's 
h1ll'1'1lf'dc·r. 

Thi• ~! n n t a i: n a 1· ti hat! ar· 
pr11 al'ill'tl the J\lililary l'olit'I' a11d 
had lrli·tl to sp1•ak \\'llh llwm. 
Thr• MPs· thought lhal hr w:1s 
trying lo tl'll til(•m a!Hr11t .... vc 
arlh·ity in the are:1, so thl'y 
whiskt·d him into a d1opp1•r to 
ht• C(lll'slinned by the military 
inrnnnation t<·nm. 

As It turned 0111, the M111~ni::· 
narc! had rceclvC'd so111C· hl'ip 
from mt•mhrrs or Jlll t·ni:lnl't'r 
IJ·nm In h11l111!ni: u frllC'I', 11n1I 
w11nt1·cl to find thrm untl olrn 
his thnnks. 

The misundcrstunding hat! a 
happy Pluling. 

The intcrprclt•r tra11 .... 1111i-d rol' 

llll'IC'rS wide bPtw1•1·n !111• wood· 
line and the Saigon Jti vn, cle· 
priving the enemy or t·orH:e;tl­
nH·11t. 

J\1"anwhile the 4th nn ., !llh 
Jnr. :ind ind nn.. 141h Jnr. 
roaml'd the nn•a, killing tt·n 
Vil't Cong in thC'ir fir st r1111r 
tla ys in the Filhol. · 

"Wt"\'e Slll'l'l'SSful!v dl'ni1 ·cl 
the Ho Bo to the Vii•t Cong," 
s11111111cd up Col. Edwin II. 
Murks, )11·igat1" co111mand1·r. 
"In doing so, we've dl'priv<'d 
him of an - Important sanl'lua· 

tlw J\lonlagnnrd, who said. "! 
whh to thank the i\1111·ricans fnr 
lhl'ir help with my fence, hut 
1110 , t of all, I wish to thank you 
for till' hclicoplcl' ridr. It ' ;,•as 
the most woncll'rf11l thi11g that 
has <'\'l'r happPnt·d lo 1111', and 
I'll he your friend wlwre\'er you 
;.;o.'' 

llildes. ' 
In addition, 102 ~ma 

n1·ar!y 4000 rnuntl.' • 1 
arms ammunition, 123. r 
medlral supplies. and ti 
ur ric'e were sei,l'd r 
C'nemy. 

VROOM, VROOM-Youngsters frl>m the village 1 

Dong share a new toy gh·en t.o them . by the men 
2nd flattnlion, 17th Artillery. The children receh " 
monthly as part of the battnlion's civic action pro.,-

(Phot.o hy Sp4 T. II. Declcer, H 



l . V•e~~nam . \.O:!flrnUnJque 
tth lnfautry .n1;·lslon - The kilied H VC during a · four-hour 

:!nd Brigade Mobile Riverine battle near Qui Son with two 

~r 
I 

119'Force and the . fith Vietnamese APCs bearing the major portion 
Marines kill ed 2::5 Viet Cong of . the three-sided attack by 
during a day's actiur in Opera- six VC companies c.n the Binh 
lion Coronado IX. The joint . _Son bridge and the district head· 
forces landed · from armored quarters. . . 
troop carriers 65 miles south- 5th Spedal Forces Group - A 
west of Saigon· and put a cordon Civilian Irregular Defense 
around the Viet Cong's 502nd Group un it .at Camp Eunard in 
Local Force Battalion . The Viet-· the Ill Corps was ambushed 'by 
namese Marines accounted for an unknown-size enemy force. 
lH of the \'C killed. approxi­
matelv 9Q of those kills came 
when· the Marine> , verran the 
enernr position . Elr\·en soldiers 
and two l\a\·y P•' rsonnrl were 
killed . \ ' i•'tname>e casualtirs 

· were moderate. le. the 3rd Bri· -
gade's Operation S::>nte Fe I. 60 
miles east of Saigon. Rome . 
plows of the S6th Engin~er Bat-

/ talion ha\·r clear,•d more than 
2000 acres of --jungle. - ---- ---

-- · --zsth -Jnrantrv Dil'i~ion - O\·er 
:!15,000 pound~ of rice has be.•n 
captured by Operation Atlanta 
forces in the Iron Triangle. The 
latest report rd car ht.> was a 27 •· 
00-0 pound find b~ the 2nd Bat· 
talion, 27th Infantry. Twenty 
base camps. many of battalion 
ize. ha Ye .be~n de_; tLoyed_by _the ___ _ 

infantn·mt>n . 
""' 1st infantn· Dlrbion - The 

1st Battalion.' 25th Infantry and 
· the 2nd Battalion. 33rd Artillery 
hare killed 31 \'C trying to take 

I the town of Bu Dop. One night 
the units receiYed hean· mortar 
and rocket firr followed br a 
ground attack. The «I tiller)· unit 
fired · into the adYancing enemy 
·and caused them to scatter . . 
!Three American mfantr..-men 
have been kille.d in the action. 
Two other dirisUf!I units. the 1st 
Battalion. 18th Infantry and the 
1st Battal.ion. 2Sth 111.Ia.ntry. also 
came under hea\-.y .t'nemy mor­
tar attacks. · 

·America! Dh·ision - l '. nits or 
the division ha\·e continued fo 
encounter light. scattered con- · 
tacts throughout the I C o r p s 

- ----1"actical Zone __ .\ .company~o!Jhe_ 
196th Light Infantry Brigade 

Aft~r a 20-minute firefight. the 
VC broke . ,rontact leaving 15 
enem\· dead. The VC also tried . 
to O\:errun Trung Dung in the 
III Corps Tactical Zone. The 
The Green Beret A Detachment, 
two Korean companies. and two 
ARVN Airborne Ranger com­
panies l.."t'pl in constant contact 
with the VC' r esulting in 49 
enemy dt>ad and 1:! suspects de· 
tained. ~ 

RVU&llC 
Of 

VIETNAM 

· 1:-,•~""4 1.&J ,,, .. , , ,.,.... ,,a~ · 

. ~ ··-- ---- · -
"\·:: ;- -;~ ttf ISi 

dceldNI they should help Ameri­
can fighting men. The Help Our 
Gnys Clab was formed. - -..,.-._-·• -

_The club's first action was to 
write to Gen . William C. West· 
morelaiid. military commander . 
in Vietnam. asking for the ad· 
dress of an isolated combat unit. 

The general's reply listed the 
Special Forces team on Nu! Ba 
D~n mountain as a good target_ 
for these ternagers. The club 
members then began gathering 
books. magazines, and anything 
else they thought the soldiers 
could use. 

Sheerin rccallS: ~·1 was really 
lmprtssed when the package 
showed up. We spread the stuH 
out and the guys pored over It. 
The kids had packed e\·erythlng 
from church books to Playboy; 
tht're was something for evt'r) .. 
body. . 

"I've been in ·!he service for 
a long time." Sheerin said, 
"and never saw anything/Quite 
like this. These kids are at the 
age when they're supposed to be 

.vc Receives 
Inner Tube 

-.Love L·etter _ 

get laughed at first. becaus~ 
people thought we wouldn't go 
through with our plans. But .we 
showed them." · 

Terriiinal 
E-ven -Has-· 
Benches 

DAK TO, (4th INF-10)-The 
knotty problem of matching 
men with available helicopter 
rides from here to Pleiku ha~ 
been sokrd by a pair of enter­
prising 4th Infantry Di\•isior 
Soldiers . , . . 

The "Dak ' To Intcrnationa· 
Airport" passrngcr terminal, f 

brainstorm . of 1st Lt. Irn1 
Pierce. 1st Brigade assistant S-. 
officer. and CWO J. R. Walters 
the brigade's 1ood advisor. has 
in two short weeks, almos 
eliminated the confusion in dis 
patching men .----------

"lt doesn't look real profes 
sional right now," said Pierce 
gesturing towards the ammun l 
lion crate benches .. "As we ge 
passengers · in daily, we casual 
]y drlail a rcw to help build u 

- the- termlnal.--:-Prctlv- so·on- wc-: 
CU r.111. (%5th ll'\F-10) - A haH a nice place.'' ,,J 

sold1t'r 1s a sold1~r, and n~ n:iat- . "This passenger term in a 
ter what side he 1s on. mail is a works closelv with 'Teeny 
~·ital part of his day-to-day ex- Weeny Airlines ;-·Inc.' which i 
1stence. Only the method of con· actually the. 1st Brigade'1> avia 
Yeyancc differs. - -- - -- lion unit." said ·waiters :--;--- -

A strange, but sincere Viet- Presently in early stages c 
Cong Joye letter recently rein· its p1:oiected development, _th 
forced that point lo members of air ·termilial is outfitted wit 
the 2.lth Infantry DiYlslon's 1st two parachutes for overhea 
Batt.alion, 27th Infantry as they cover and homemade benchc 
swept through the Iron Triangle that seat thirty people. 
during Operation Atlanta. . '"We are slowly ' "lmprovln 

Searching through an aban· though," Pierce said. "We no• 
doned enem)· base camp, the have a ta.pc .recorded messag 
2nd Brigade soldiers came upon that Instructs people . to cht'c 
an inner tube with writing on In, lake a scat. and wait for a 
it~ inside. . · ' outgoing aircraft. . 
~n interpreter translated the Ave~agi~g · ab~ut ~O men. 

v.-r1ting .as a love Jetter from a day, the air termmal is handlin 
lonely sweetheart. an ever-increasing load. . 

The infantry'men conjectured · "We hope ·someday to riv: 
- the-C<irffft..-U-nist ·s-oldier- used -the - - themajo·1· airports ·or the worl 
Jove-letter-inner-tube for water in servke,". added Walters. "( ~aptured 24 tons of rice while 

making a search west or Chu · 
Lai. Units of the ne~·ly-arrived 
198th . Liiht Infantry Brigade 

l ' ••••tllrw. .. 11~ _ _ . _ win°s as he crossed the streams course, we're non-profit: · V. 
- · ana'!..c an a Is of southern Viet ·didn't plan it that way, b1 

nam. that's ·u,e way it's turned .out. 

<: - -·· 


