
~,;;~:r~;~ ~~~1',' "'~ r~'~ i~i~ 11't' ",~'[ \,~·1 :s i1:· ; .~; \,,,,11 u_ Y Y t::::» I uvA~ ~;~;~~~ut ·ronowt•d while the 
l~1.'C11n . ~o... i31rn;111glwm , ~vlm:h I ~ '-\: ! a)med Jhwys rll'W to huse for 
manuft1c:tu1 es dog food. . : ch . . . . ( more fuel und ammo. Nl•arlng the -
. Birmingham .. arrived, . panting . a rg e area on their rt'lurn,. the 'copter-

5th \ Crom the h<'at, but _othcnvise . in men spottrd two sum1>nns 1mrkrd 
>rn- fine form, "H<''s so ugly , lw's got against the shorn with a 1mck-und· 
VC . to be . bC'autiful," said Hickman. I.ONG GIAO, (11th ACR-IO)-A gun-toting VC uhoard each. . 

• The one-year-old dog has .his own mocll'l'n-day cavalry char"<'. with At the sound of appronchlng 

[
1
0
°1)· . hood1 jus t outside the compan:v·s all the color of tlw old W1~st.... ht\lieoptcrs__!_hc. starth•dc..· _,<''-°'n'-"e'-'-'m'-'-'-"'----' 
. - --;-urctC'rly--rounr.-Th-c-mT'rraT . - m'Ukc up Viet Cong 011erations U\'O!lPl'<Fthe <'VldC'nt"e of thei po-

1pari11g a special compa1'tnwnt in ht•re rC'cently. Jitical sympathy in the bottom of 
th.c. ·. ~·om man d h<'licopt e r for It s't:irtPd as a routine cordon the bo;it, ~lasht•d · for ~horc and 
B1rm111gham. nnd Sl'arch opPration by the lst bPgan · funously hacking, down . . 

·Few VC 
Located 

Sc11iadron ne>nr th<' 1.1 th Armoi·<'cl ban.ana branch<'s . to co11<:ral their . 
Cavalry's bas<' camp ht'l'l'. Troop mlllla~·y cargo. ;i-11c choppers, · 
B had two platoons 'di-;mounkd walch 11•1g It all, e.os<'Cl up for a 
on th\• fl;mks with 1111otlwr n<l- formah<~n gun rnn. . . -. , 
rnncing toward the• objPctiV<'. a The htllc boats W<'l'C qm~klY. · 
small \'illa ' 'l'. loncled nnd tl!l'y push<•cl out mto 

As 1st L't. Hc•r1ia1!d H. ("Rrd the bay, r.-acly now to at'knowl-' 
. lhrou") ('·1r1><·nl<•r hro11ght his C'dge the presc·nce of the gun· 

TAY NINH (196th INF-10)- . ' ' ' . . sl 'Jl · · ' · I Ist Phloem to ·1 lnr~c· t'l<'"ll'lll" · 
11 s. . 

With The Jst Dattal!on, :ith Jnrantry . . ·t 11 .' 1 , r '11 , .. 11 . ., ' . ~ Sonw davs the old gu<'rilla ruse 
• •·:111 (Mc"l1· ·. • I) f ti ""ti l i· t ' '1 1< <'< gc 0 H ' 1 .t .,l', Sill· k I ·I'd '. , · ,111JZ1 < 0 I<' - ·> l 11 :Ill ,·y " . •I VC . .. lt,. •d I . . II 1' . . WO!' ·s. t t I not this ti'mc. 
!'ram Di,·isi on SfH' nt the last rour d:1 ys P.1•St< ... 'S(.I (I( n •1 c llC'C· 
\'<><><I- of ()J J "It 1· in (' · 1 1 · 1.. 1. · twns. I he trooprrs rnn clown tlu· 

l'l ( ( 1<1( ~( P JI llH Ill.I..! . rt . I ... ' ' r"tl ti ·I . . . '1 E c. p · 1 
along many items us!'ful to . t l1c Viel l (' n,., {I){ my '"· I )( r .u Jl~Ol l ( x Iv I ot 

Con " _ buL fcw __ vc .. ___________ Ll'!~v:t!ry as~m~lt.~-~!lll'lc·s (At:AV). ... '---~------' 
1<•t'i :1 l 
:·otilcl 
·lll'nt' 

• 0 ' -- --.... -------1-As lhc - \'1llagc _was .surrnundecl,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ -·~-----' 

Boxc· .~ of propaganda w ('I' l' : llw Troop n ('Ollllll:lli'cll'I', C:1pl. Is Op' s rlerl: 
c>v uc·tral<·d · to headquartc•rs of !IH· I .John H. Landry, en lied in rdn- · . ~ K 
l!H i ~h Light In~an~ry Bri gacle •. to . forc<'mt'llts from thr. eavalr(~ Air A 9 h A · B 

.; anlC' whtl'h the umt IS at-tac he d. Cavalry Troop. As the hch-ltftcd t . t vn n 
·tion. St•arching. near the Cambodian AC'ro Rifle Platoon lanckcl and -
:tel to bordt>r, the Infantrymen found tightrncd the iron · ring, gunships REAR CAT, (9lh INF-IS))-Ile 

the s<!Veral small b.oats and usrd one hovered above, chli'ing the enemy has flown mor<> than 2000 hour!! 
jlro- for river crossings before d e- to make a brl'ak . ·. and for .the :11nbitious PFC .John 

t ~:<!rs straying all . of them . Th c·y cl<'- I The lwlicoptcrs thc'n pickecl up B. Thomson, a !lth Aviation Bat· 
!-~ re-.. st i:oyed __ many ~ hulc : l1c,~ ... ipcl11clin_gj _ t_ l~~'. -()th~r platoons of Troop B to !alion 01w1:alions clerk, the sky 
1f1 ca- one that had apparently - lwcn · a search t11c ··vilfagr : , .. _.cc·· ·-- .. - ~-- --- · 1s ~ -the- -·hm1t-:··----- · -- - -- .. ·------.-----'~ 
1arlie JJJ<•s ~ .hall. Tons of ri ce · w1•r c al so _OLthc._18-~ct.I1llilll:sc: initially In c·h·llian lff<' the 25-yrar-old 

. · c:rpturl'd. detain ed, three provt·<I to bt~ VC. fiy<'r t'O·l>ilol.l'tl a 'Bo<'ing 727 Jet 
for thrc~c years for Eastrrn Air• 
Jhl('s, · flying frcmt Montreal to 
Miami. 
. Jie was inclttl'l<'d into the Army • 

and assi .t.:n<'d to the !Ith Avn. nn. 
at Ft. Hiley. II<> came to Vietnam 
with the unit in Dctt'mlwr. 

The Anny docs' not have 727f" 
but Thomson uses his c•xpt•ril•nce 
handling radio t ··ansmissions, 
flight plans, plane status reports, 

~ and nireraft. mninlc'nance. · 
~$. Thomson began Clylng at 14 ht 
A · his'\ falhl.'r's planr. 'l'wo ye_au 

!Mer he had his lkcnsc and at 
18 had ohtaincd his commercial 
license. At J 9 he t•arncd the 
"Cli~ht 

0

lnstrudors rating" that 
enabled. him to give instructions 
to beginning .. Clyc•rs. "I · wasn't 
urged lrfto rtying, I just £Ioatcd 
into it," he .c:omn)('nkd. 

Thomson :;aid .that Eastern Ail"· . 
lines gave . him a thrl'e month 
training course in the BC-7, a 

. "'J. · ~f?ur engine plane;-The-course-<:on· 
· .. >- . .. ·~ s!stcd of ground school,- flight 

~-- -~~ti :~lfi:!_lll_~t~r --- ~choo~, _ ~t~d~~6~l]_pU~~s' ____ _ 
.... ·'·-::: -. J.:t of actual fhght.tra1mng. 

·. . W·&~~ . He 'v<'nt thro11"h a similar 
.·:~'.·:·~':1:·x,."(;::~~~~ • n 

· • • • • ·· · · · · ··· ·· school for the Boeing 727, hi~ . 
>U'.1'--Cavalrymen of t~e 1st Ca,val~ _ p1vis~on .":a1t_for_ the order _ ·"first love". . . _ ,.___ __ . 
·epare to advance . on Viet Cong positions m Bmh Duong . Pro• "I'm returmng · to my 1ob the 

: _ · (~_}_19j;_o__Qy_~p_4_JJ_rl!~e_l\1~mj;_oxa,_l_s_t_:_C~ V.J_O) _ __ ctily_!\ftIT....Lt:ct _out,~he.=...said., ___ , 


