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_l: l11C:lntry. . f~tl\'t'I~· dr11lr1I th<' 11r<'l1 to th,e Dl\'lslon l'<'<'t'nll\' hravrd Clll'll\V · .. . '..i. 
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I ~o i:1•t th<' 
1-. l;rnuui111: 
a loni:. bur~t 

ronnsrn~d HOO pound" ol rln, rtr.111 <'" rm thf' opoi .111<111 In· rh:gr<l n dowiwd lwlkopll.'t' fot• 
llft"O\'<'Tt'd lltrc-t' "'t':apons t•:tc!ln!i rlttdNI four <'11<'111~' ldllf'<I, i-ix rN"O\'t'l'\" · . 
Ud, ~rordlttt: to l\JnJor nrun!\• Wt'•lJlOllS Jil'i7.t'd 11!011~ With ~(l() •' 
hnw, tun ('\'t'r~· VC In Chui ar<'u · roumb or sm:1ll m ·m,. nmn11tnl· .Tl11' th1·1•1• nwn. 11•(1 ·b\' WO 
01i1. · tlon· .. nnrt uhout :?1 pounts of .Tolin S:mdlcl .~1' of th<' l!lth 1'runs- • ·: ~ 

: "Thr~" ll bt' b:wl, :,111 for lht' ml~et'llnnt'ous t'CJ\llpn11.'11t c:ip· portation Buttnl\oJl, ·. hn<l · biit'l\ 
tlmt' helni: _th<' 'Hat':; Nt<~t' . 1~ turl'd . droprw<l bv lwllroph~r ll<'Xt to 
rlr:ir .... hr 5nld. · - · --- · · · ·- - ---- th<' clown rd rrnft which was on . 

eo11d11rtt'<l In tht' . "ll:lt's "'':ii." ropt1• 1
• • took off, c1wm~· . fh'l' 

O!ht'r opt-rntlon~ h:I\'(' Ot'('ll SpS Puts' II S:tlld\' rlwrb:rnk. As thr. lwll~ 
hut tht'y \\'Nt' cllrt'<'INI nt )dlllni: t•rnslwd In on tht• nwn from 

bv lt•1wrs. tht' l'nrmy. Tndttcl, 11 . 1.~ u bat· 

0 
F• snlprrs hlchh-n -In the ' U<'arby 

-!·Ill' top or talion jol:l' th:1t l\ll\' !!mt :'\ unit u·t I re jungl<'. . 
ennw tum- fffls II''<' u flg:11 ··/\II it h~s to . For :rn . mlnlll<'~ the crrw .. ·.·. 
D:i 7 t>d ,· hut do is ~o to tht• "H:il':c N<'~I.'' C'rout'ht•'tl bt•hltid th1' butterl'ct 

troublt'. tlw T:11ic llmt' two rl'mp:trtl'."~· o( , . B k hrlkoplt't', rPt11rnl11u lire, plllni.: 
lltt' h11tullon, p'us ll t:1-~k fort·l' n Un er t111 . ~ond . for . prol<'l'llon. mid nt· 

l ltl h II r ~ I from th\• Arm~· R~pu'1lk ~{ \'kl· h•mplhl .~ to rig thC' l'ltoppt'l' ror 
ng duys for 11 111u 1 .. ra111rv nnd nmtnrf'd C'll'" PIH i I.Or. (ht A YN-10)-Tht' rt'movnl. 

ulry, " ·rnt in ~-t;t, d:-mnlitlon!C shm11t•1I · word' "fir•• In th1• A1•rlul roC'krt ·nrtlllery (ARA) 
------ - ·--- - - ·--· - -~- bun kn" sPnt Sn!\ Hnbl'rl C . h<'UC'0(1 1t'rs arr J ,. t d nnd · th" 

.. '(;r.· ~:;_-:,~~~-- ~~~,~~-~~~,~\ . ..i:it~·~·.,,: · Buttkt', l~Hlt . .\,·lat 1on Comp:rn~-. snlprr flrf' icubsldr.d Jong l'noui:h 
, ..._ . '"'"'"i;,11< \ "'~ ~ .... , ~ ... '' I k h ' t ·• : . '~ ·~~ ... · · ~· · .. ' .;-..'' !•.• ' .. • . • ~> on thr run lo t 11· b11n l'r w t'r<' for Sandldgt to rar~ tn front · 

. · · ~ · . · ~{if."·¥.:~~ th• com puny l111d :a 011antlty or ol tl1t' down,.d C'raft and flltlsh 
.:;•!'lltl!1.....,_ .~. , ·.. . • 'd-'!:f~·~Z ~.7~ - lnch mnr!;•n~ rockl'ls .~torrd. thr rigging tusk. . 

~~v ~ , ,.,~~ ~ ~- , ' :I,~1 
... .:t·.· flultl\1" l'Xtinguishl'd tht' fll'I" :\ J:l'Oll(l of ' J\farirll'~. · hrarfng 

.; . . 
. ' I· 

· ~· ~\t.., ;~ ~:wt ."'~ ... ,~:~·:;:~· nn<I ~~V•'\l both rwarb\ 111•rso11111'1 tlH• fh'l', · npp<'Ol'l'cl on 1111' oppo· 
~~,~~·. • .. ,. ·· • • .. •" __ l\Jtd __ th~ ~~li:.cJ11ft_o11 _ whl<.:h _ +.l\t..'.Y_ -11~1·lw-H>ttnlt-flnd-mntlon<'<i-tht""---~"'°'.-.-1• 

· · :. '. • ~ -~~~~: ""' '' <' ""'.''.·!:Ing. . . • . mrn to c;·os~ . A~ the AHA !!hit•· 
-~~f.t .,., 111l" (11 <'_ .sturl< d ~ 1~1 n a l.0<:,:tl mndi• u !IW<'t'plll;! pass, tht' tht't't~ 
,, Vlt'lllUIUt'SC ('Oil.Sil Ul !Ion Cr< w 1111'11 1':!11 ncrd.~s 100 'foct or OP<'ll 

-Members of the . lead element of 5th 
oup pathfinders loed . up prior to a 
Forces - Civilian Irregular . Defense 

achute assault at Bunard Drop Zone 
t. . ·. . . 

Sp4 . Ronald L Lazaru5, ·sth S~-10) 

had ldt bt•hlnd a :1moldt'rln" 11llt> rl"<'l' hunk nnd splash<'d acrosii 
of i;cr:tp htmh<'r :rn1f 11un<'r. lh<' wall'r . 

. Downwl'~h from n Jlll~slng hi;ll· • · · . 
coplrr blt"w 8 !:ti'!!<' pli'<.'<' of S a n ti I d .~ t' pln-polntt'd . th~ 
buruln~ p:i}'l<'r Into th<' bunkl'r . r~wmy positions nnd tht>y \\'1'1'r. 

Only th<' obst'n·:inl ryi• and <iukk s~lt•m•t•d ~1y nrt~ller~· . nnd Air 
thlnldns: of Rullk't• S!l\'l"d th<' F Ol'l'l' slrtl:rs . 
compan~c from a costly fire and Thi' do\\'ncd c:hopprr was Jnl<'r 
posslbl<' cxplo .~ion . 1>11n•f-li.;,..r111ly r<•movt'd. 

. , 

9.! 
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t3 " 25-f h Inf Ki-ils~S-Viet Cong .· · \ : 
ln_Coastal Battle_ NearO_uc_pfo~ _ P_: 

DUC PHO, (?Sib INF-IO°>-Tn · partlc'pat'ng In th<' final . two \~~ · ·'.· 
. the first se\'en hours of Tas!;: · days of OpemUon Le I e u n e, ' - .. · \_ -:7. 

Force Ore::!On the- 3rd Bri!!adr ·dosi•d In on th_!' Duc Pho arra · :.'\·:i .. 
1 

.. l 
T11~k . Fo•~. :?5th Infantr~· Di vi· by air and S<'a to . beg I u 
sion killed 45 Viel Cong In . a "Orcg:>n... · ;: 

. battle · on lht• coast near her<'.' \J ·.·. · 
TI I V , k"ll d b I Thr brlgadc•'s s<'a nssnull, was · · · .. ~· 

l rty C Wert~ I e )' t IC . .. ··~-· . ' •.. :·t··:' •• thr first of Task Force Orer:on·, · 
1st Battalion, 3511; Infantr:· nulo· 
ma tic wrapons fire and 1;:; more The· assault startC'd a sra ·r<'· , . . . ,;. 
·,vere killed by artillery fire supply route from Qui Nhon - to ·· ~ · :;.,L 
·thrown into · the area. Due Pho. ' ~ 

,.. Five U.S . s o I ci I c rs were Earlll'r, ' the 2nd Ballnllon; . · \~ : ~\: 
wound Ni. none seriously. 35th Infantrv was the .. first efe... ~- - })-

. Tht' . Bronco Brl~de; aftN". rrient of th.e 25th Divisioh "to~ · ~ \\~ 
~mpl~Jn~ Operation Pershing ·battle 'vc in Due Pho Dfs_lr)ct. :

1
,( .~ - :t; 

soutb ol Bong Soa · and after killinJ:_43.=- · · . lJ . :f' 
'\J~··c..~ :· . ·1 
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CUMIN' 1N-ttel1t>orne 8::!::!1tUIL . t!lt!lllt;lH~ v• .. -.v .... ,. .... ~ ~ .... -...... ~ v• --- - - . -- - -- -- . - Is used by military 111te111ge11 
oHil'lals In· planning tacth 

'. 011eratlons and artillery fl 
missions. 

regular Defense Group task ~rce arrive to reinforce elements al~en'dy on· the ground 
at Bunard Drop Zone. (Photo by SFC M.L. Crigger, 5th SFG-10) 

SF, (:IDG Assault 
Area, Build Calllp 

Police 
· The Ri:,: . flpd One is the 01 
infunll·~· division . In Vietn; 
which has . an organic Aer 
Surveillance and Target Acqu i 

R 
· • lion (ASTA) platoon. 

·e· unite CommanrlcdbyMaf.CeciJC 
tile, ASTA has two OV-18 ;1 
two OV-lC Mohawks ..yhich Cly 

D d. s 220 mill's per hour. and c 

a . on land on a rough strip or ,gro1 
NII.\ TRANG, (5th SFG-IO)- tial Fol'l:t•s advisors and mem- f 1500 rc!'t long. ' \ 

During the early pre-dawn hours hers of the Civilian Irregular I.ONG · BINll, (lSth MP-IO)- The OV-18 m o·d e Is · · 
of a recent day, members o'f · Ddt•nH· Group (CIDG). Within equlpprd with camcras 
Opt'ration Harvest Moon from minutes, · the sky over the drop A soldii'r stationed nea r Bien Side-Looking Airborne · Ra• 
Spt•cial Forces bascs scattered zon e' was spotted with puru- lloa and his mcrchant marine (SLAR). Infrat:<'d detectors ; 

---f.h.rougheut Vit"ffittttt-W~&i .. m~1~;;_n0-5ni · · nitcd-r-OC4lnt!'~·+~uu~~~~,:af~· >-O--GiR-tAf--1 
throu'gh last minute chPcks of dirPct cd at the jumpt>rs, but scv- with the help of the 300th Mill· JC modcls . 
t'QUipnH'nt, personnel and rig· era! aircraft report ed sniper fire Whor1 11~· 1 11 .. ,, a SLAR mis. 51· t:iry Police Company. • 
ging or parachutes. during and immediately follow- the rudar s11rveys the terr 

At 8 a .m. all members of the ing the jump. Fred Drawer!, a merchant on both sides or . the pl 
fori:e d<'parting from · the Spe- . Tht' last Jnmpr.r was on the marinr on the SS Velma Lykes, co11111lllng a record or the · t 
t'ial Forces camp at Nha Trang ground at 10: 14 a.m. The drop knew his son, Sp4 Arthur fie In the arl.'a. This slde-lool• 
were strapped in, the planes 1.0n·t' and helicopter I and In It Drawl'rl. was stationed some- . ca11ablllly t>nablcs a plane fly 

Jin;:: u:,e:~~i;~n~.~~\~~.~.~-~~fil'k . ~~::::\.i~,;~~i~e~~;r~:~;:d ~: 11 ~;~,~~ wht•rr in the Saigon area. Wht>n ::11~:~v ~~1;1~~~~v ~~;~011:\a~ 
and t'Xtrt'melv hot at Bnnard assault l'k1111>nls urrh·lng at his ship docl:rd at the Saigon to fl~: 01·er tt.' 
J)rop zonr, ·approxlmatrly 65 11::!0 a.111. Within 15 111ln11tes. Porl ltt• decided to try to locate Wht•n the mission is over, 
mllr~ northl'nst or Sal"on. At the la~t hl'ilho ·nc· rlement~ had hb ~on. aviator rl'ports for dr-bril' I 
9: o 11 , 111 ., 11 Spt>dul Forcr~ 11rrhrtl ··ui1cl Iii(; lli•llc(11ilrrH- lwd Drn wc·i·I w,•lfl lo th e Suli:on whlll.' lrd111ieinn~ rrmovc f 
J>alhflnder unit parachuted Into ag;iln tak1•n to thf.' air whllt' Port military police . desk hoping c:.111nlslt•rs from the cant• 
tht> drop zont> and began la)· Ing othrr helkoptrrs ho\'cred - o\·er· and radu r systt'ms. The r; 
tht> pant>ls for thr first U.S . h1·acl furnlshln~ air obserl'atlon, 10 gi•I sotnt' hrlp. The MPs on an· takt·n to a small fleel 
.\rm)' Spel'lal Forl'l'S alrbornr t·on•r and support. dut~· did morr than just help. vans wlwrt' tlwy are develo 
1·n111bat assault. The final obj ,,ctivc of the opt•r· lksk S"'l'geant Paul T. Ditul- and pron•ss1·d by · Compan.1 

At 10 a .m . U.S. Air Force C-123 ation was to sccure the an•a lio round young Drawc rt's unit personnt'I. 
aircraft began the ma ss para- sel r l'l<'d to construct a new U .S. wus locatPd at Bit•n Hoa . He Orn· or tlw vans is dcvote1 
dntlr jump, dropping thr Spt>· Army S1l!'cial Forces · 'Fighting dispatl'hed a patrol to take the thr opc•rations of the divis io 

--- - · - --- .. - - --- -- . C;imp' at the d · op 7.one. Work soldir1" s rathcr to Long Binh. Isl Military lntdligcnce Det ; -· 9 h. I f is now und e rwa\' on construe· From there a1Tan°cmcnts Wl're nwn~ Imagery Intcrpreta t n lion or Camp Btmard . Tht> de· mad e to. transport him to his Srctmn, headed by Capt. Ja 
· si g n stressl' s the principles or ~nn's unit. whert> the men met E . Mool't' . Sprcialists in ·u n e . d e_f_e n_.5 e wi!.!!__~illPl!!ci~Jl?.:..___9JJ , _afi£J:...'ic.VCl'aLmonthi;.-.i;eperation~c-tiorr-smdy-1he-rilms-- - -- -u ns -. ps-- . . mulual support and d efense in 

__ _ _ _ ____ d~pt_h._1.:h 1~ la)~out_of_the_.eamp __ 
is sue h that it can be defended 

Kill 9 VC 
· R.\l'll KIEN. (~th INF-10)­
Ninr l'tH'm y wc re kill !'d a nd on e 
man detain r d in a jo int cffort 
IJ~ · 9th Infantry Divi s ion troops 
and helieoptt•r gunshi ps rrce ntly 
i11 an opl'ration onl' mil e C'ast 
or h1·rc· , 

Tht> 2nd Platoon of Compuny 
R. ~rd Battalion, 39th Infan · 

\. try conducting a reconnais s an ce 
.r..."'- mission spott ed four enemy sol­
~ di1•rs walking on a dbtant dik e . 
......._ _ Tht>)' 011ened fire on them 
~ whrn tl1r,· wrrr a ho 11 t . iOO 

...S mrt1•rs aw.av and then callt•d Cor 
_;{C:Yao;slo;tancr r'rom thr 9th ,\\·latlon 
~'-' Hattallon's helicopter gunships. 
~ 0111'. of the m t·n on the .dikl' 
,......._ w;io; ktll<·d and another d!'la11wd . 

Eight oth l' r e ne my . snldi !'l's in 
tht' an•a· we n• killed bv fire 
from tlw gunship~. · 

Found on the d e ta inee . who 
c:laimrd to he a m ai l ca rril'r, 
was a company roste r :ind tlw 
•·quivule nt of th e U.S. Army '. s 
pt•rsonne l r ecords file . 

In other action . durin g the 
same operation one enem y M·l 
rifle was captun•d and 45 bunk­
t"r; Wrre destroyed. 

b.r ont• -quartrr of the assignrd 
t·ontin:,:!'nl. th l' r e by frecing thr 
n·mainin~ rw rs onnt'I for opt•ra­
tions . 

S-upport Unit 
Lands Tanks 

Qlll NllON, (Isl LOG-19>­
Th e 1s t Lo;.: is t ical Command's 
Qui Nhnn Support Command 
made its first small boat land · 
in g or tanks nt Bong . Son 55 
mil r s . from h!'r<' . 

The c:ommand's 1098th Light 
Boat Com p:iny, com 111 and C' d by 
1st Lt . Loui s D. Bishop, haull'd 
Iii J\1 - ~S tnnks, two armored per· 
so111wl c<1rriers (APCs) and a 
r<'tO\'f'I'\' ve hicle from hen• lo 
Boll'; S1;11 . Tlw v~yage took l'ight 
and one-half hours . 

Thl' 900 tons or cargo was 
moved by s ea becuuse land 
rout<'s wrre rither insecure or 
impassable . 

Tilt• 1098.th ' s I and Ing cruft 
m edium (LC.M) brought a tank 
platoon from Company A, , 1st 
Battalion, 60th Armor, 25th In· 
fantn· Division to the site of 
Opcrutlon l'crHh1na. 

POISED AND READY-Two infantrymen from .the 
lnfa_ntry Division look over their machinegun at an 
¥ible Viet Cong Activity. ·I · " · (P~~to h , 
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i r VC <ltHl PARDON MY DUST-An infantryman from th'e 1st ln­
~ I attack. fantry ·Division covers hi~ face against the dust heing 
1 l1t.L-V-G--Oµ.._;~tirred-uP-h¥-- the hovering helicopter. The ~oldicr in the 
took four tree is atte1npting to aid the unloading of cargo. The tall 

ons. trees prohibited the chopper from landing. (Photo hy AP) 
- . 
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VN-Members of the 9th Infantry Division's Company A, 3rd Battalion, 
slide into the slimy waters of the Mekong Delta lowlands during a search 

nission . near Dong Tam, the delta base camp of the 2nd Brigade. 

tst INF-JO) -
I Battalion, 2Rth 
1fantry Division 
iet Cong base 
d the enemy to 
d positions in a 
miles south or 

. . . · (Photo by Sp4 John P. Millaire) 

- ·A. 9th Irjfantry Division platoon, after that, .. -, · . , .. ~ .1 . •. .- ,.. . , .• . 
pinned (lqwn In a rlbe paddyJlf~ , \ •"\"When the; a,rtlllcry .: would '. {~ '·~;;:°?; 
11utl'm•tlc: · Wt!apen•' fir• • n.iRr, , / ~inr .. uh~r llut s•••hfv• ... ~ lho · ·• ., , ~ · ·:.:. 
nu ch kt~!1'"-t'<o-c-<1-1\-U-N- wns Jel. won Id conUnue to ltll · the · • . ·. · . ..:­
l't'Ncucd by the combinf'd cffoi·'fil' ....,.., ," Ross continued. "We hild · ; : ~ ;:·::~ 
of artillery, gun~hlp fire, and . soml'lhlng coming ·al them· au · -""'". ;.t~:; 

- Jrt - alt· -slrike~.-.. -.... - -.-----·- the time,· and ·llnally ·a: buncb:of ·' . · · •· 
For ho1m . alter the platoon· them . Just decided to ·make . a ·- ~. _.;~~;~-' 

summoned help, air strikes were run for It." A variable time -,t" : ; " • 
dlrrd"d nnlo the enemy. . fuse r.:plo.tve, set to detonate 1 -, <l;-- . .. 

"Somethln1r was dropping"' In 20 ft'<rt above the ground; was ' 
nn lh<' arf'a every minute or the drnpprd on the mf'n. . 
lime.-- Ch a r 11 e .never had ·a · The plnne then turned . south 
chance to leave the area safely," and Ross notic~ a log .floating 
said 2nd Lt. Edward Ross , a In a stream an\! moving against 
9th Division artlllrry aerial the current. "I dumped· the re· · · .. · .. U:. 
obsl'rv!'r who coor<llnatl'd all maindrr . of my · rocket$ ·.on · the - ·-·~-: · -::-
thrl'r sources of fire on his lu::. and the log and two . bodie~ ·: · ·. 
plane's radio. b!'i;an floatini: down stream·with 
· After spottlni: the area of the current," the aerial observ· 
enl'm)' firt', the fixed-wing plane er said. . . 
dovt' in and marked the posi· · Sum mini: up the ·. activities, 
lion with four · rockl'ts . "The Ross said It wu one . of tlie 
JI u e y s thl'n came In and most impressive sights he had 
sprayrd the area with rockets ever seen. "At least 90 per cent 
and· min I guns, all the time of the fire hit the Intended tar· 
d1·awiug return fire," Ross ex- · gl'ts. The attack was one of th& 
plaint•<l . "Then the artillery fire most accurate placings of fire 
from "A" . Rattery, 2d Battal· I've sf'en in a long time." hi! 
ion. 41h Ar.Ullery, pounded the concluded. 

the 1st Platoon 
· camp from the 
lered heavy au· 
IBll arms !Irr. 
the rest of the 
I and began an 
·ont. 

Vietnam Communique 
1nlper fire from 
I ark Smith took 
11! platoon aad 
~ to retnat Into 
lheifcJOC lour 
%nd Battalion, 

"' lnfa11tryn1rn 

:e Goofs; leads 
To Storage Area 

Can't Even Get A Drink 
ird . Dog Pilots Around 
, (ht AVN·IO) 
rd Dog aviators 

•allon Comp1111)' 
can't get a 

In peace _ any· __ 

1ed Vle-t ·Cong 
enemy ·shelter 
the re~ulh of 

hree day watch 
olnt near Phan 
east of Saigon. 
A. Solomon, a 

der of the llllrd, 
• reconnal11ance 

region around 
knows the loc11· 

.uurce of water 
'' figured II he 
wa~r po 111t1 
.uld almost c:tr· 

AC.er three day's of vigil, he 
dw11;:cd tac:!lt·s. On the !011rth 
da)'. he and two other pilots, 
Capt. RI ch a r <l Kloppenhur;:. 
and CWO Bohlly A. Newman, 

· i:lided . silently over the are-a. 
with power off, searching for 
Charlie. 

Newman made the flr~L puss 
and saw nothing. Kloppenhur;: 
went next and still saw nothln;: . 
Then Solomon went In "I've got 
fo11r of them In a trench line" 
he t•nlle<l over the radio. . 

Armed i:un ships of the ht 
Cavalry Division on stnn<lhy In 
nearh)' l'hun Thiel were over 
the arcu In minutes. S1rlkln1: 
the area Nhown by Solomon'K 
murklnt: rockets, the cuvulry 
ships quenched tho VC's thlr~t 
i r'\ c: ' ;11 r r•! . 
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IJlf:' . . .. .J I [ 
lmbedded In Jloute 19 about Y 
miles east of here, exploded re­
cently under a Vietnamese I.nm- · 
brf'tt11. Sevrn of the eight Vit't· 

Vol. 3, No. · 17 on on Nhut, Vietnom"'--------Moy-6;-1-9f'-rl'-+....,.H™!'li··e--aboard were k.Jlled and 
ei g hth was taken to a Plelku 
ho,pital with a severe head in­
jur;.- . 

The little , 1hree·whee l 
hide strnck the . mine 1 
10 a .m . while pnsslng 1 

American convoy. 

Witnesse• tci lhe incicl 
lhe _ vehlcle_was . hurletl j 
meler• of( the. roacl by 1. 
of the explosion. They , 
hotlie• ·or the y ictinu ·w., 
lered in · a· wide ~··ea ar" 
t wl•ted wreckii(!<!. 

- --- -- - - - --·- - -

Actions At .Landing ·zone 
Earn DSC-For Aviator 

TAN SON NllUT. rUSAHY-111> ' 
-A-warr:rnt orfiet'r avialur who 
Mll'l'essfully kcl tl11· drf<'nSt· of H 

IHmling- zone afll'r 111, .,hip had 
brt•n clown1-<l bv ~111·111v fire ha' 
ll<'t'n 11wa rdl'd itie Di , iin~ui,lll'd 
:-;,~rvil't.~ Cross for his iidion.s. 

.Jack E . Grimmc•r was ~I !h t• 
rontrol.~ o( a !wlicoplt•r ft • 1T~·i 11~ 

Vi .. tnamrse l roop"' into an 1111 -

·"' t' l 'Ured landing i' tlllt' 1w:tr V i 
Thanh on ~"t·b . I~ . wh1· n hn , l i lP 
firo• forel'd hi• airerafl down. 
.lun ping from his hrlicopl4 ·r. 
l:rimin1·r 11olil"l'cl 1h:: 1 llw It-ad 
1·hoppl' r in tlu· ror111alio11 h :ul 
1·ra!\l1t d a S<"ant :,11 Ull' lt•r ., fn1111 
flu• 1•111·111 _\ ' posilio11..; , Thi· ;.v1a lor 
rllsh1•d throt1~h H hHil 11( l'IH ' lll .\ ' 

hul11·ls artd 1•·q1lodl11 .: 111n rt :1r 
rut111ds lo aid lht• c·n·w or 1111· 

_ _ _ tlc.wnttl_rho11p1 •r . 
:\llN rrsn1:ni: all lii1"'' alh '" 

Crhn11u·r J,:rahl1t•tl a mac·hl111·· 
J.:lln from a clt•:ul \'lf•lna1111·,e· 

» relld force was able Co la111l. 
Onl"e l ite 1·nemy pos itions had 

hl'1' n partially silenced, c;rim ­
m c r rnccd l>ack to the downt•d 
IP:td l"hoppl'r and pulled the 
d1•ad pilot from the w1·l'c kn gl'. 

Arter bPini; t'vacuatt•d lo tlw 
'la ;.; in g an•a, (;rimml'I" voli111-
l1"l"rl'd to fl y hack 10 the lundin;: 
:10 11<• 10 ."illP<'rvisc rig:g:ing :11ul 
r1·co''l' r y o f the dowrll'd dwp­
P<'rs . Although the hoslill' s nip1·r 
firo• was ' t ill IH'uvy , Cri1111111 ·r 
1·1111ti11u."'I lo or hit · till' l:111di11 :: 

Su_pply 
Camp 

-Raided-
~IUI ll.\T, (~th INF-llll­

D1.'l't1\' l'1· ~ of a r<• g imt·111al -... i1<'d 

1onc through lhe aflprnoon ~ntl 
i11to rlw nig:ht until tlw miss ion 
had bl' t"n an·omplisllt'd. 

--~,-11 .... h!i-...-.-nnr! - her,-:ur1tt ,.,. n~ 

!l.llj'l)rt'"'i:o.h t! Clrt• IO\\ Ul'fl lht• 
nu·m _\'. (;rlmnH·r ran rrom JHl,f· 
tiou to position . shm1tln,i.: wonJ, 
of t'lll'""11ru~t·nw111 otrul 1lin·t.: lln,.:: 
the rlf'frn'P of thP lundlni: wn1._ 
Throu~h his t• Hort~. ' tht• 1l1·fr11'•' 
"'as t•oordlnat1·d lu "' point ll1:d 

*\'il·t Con g suppl y l' <l lllJl co11 i :ii11-
in g tons of weapons and 1·10 .m111 
rou1uls 11 ( small arm'\ ammu11i -
1ion was made rc t·en1lv hv a 
!11:1 lnf:tntr~· Divi s ion pl ;.11011;1 in 
') p l~ r a1tion Port sea ne: · -;..c....,.r-'-~n'S"~: 
T:111 . 
Tiu~ Isl nri gatle uni round lhe 

1·adie fil·e miles soulh!'aSI d 
:\:o llinli c;ia while on :1 scard1 
and dear p<ilrol. - -

Si~ o( the Aeven passengrrs 
w..r11 ri·std~nls of Thanh (;Ian. 
:\l•o rltllntt from l'lelku lo Th11nh 
1:1un wu• 11 mcmher nf g Vl~t· 
nanwsr Army unit. The clghlh 
\"ll'!lm wa• the driver. 

Fi1·e or the dead ·were men 
and rwo were women. Seriously 
injured was a woman residl'nt 

of Thanh Giao. Among those · 

killed was a 15-year old boy . 

Th' crater t'ause<l i1v 
wa• about two Ceet \1 
ahout three !eel wltle. :' 
or lhe area found lh1 
dirt lefl hy the VC mini 
Hardness of the soil 1 

lhe mine .hml been- plant 
a week prior to the ·r 

·10 Cong 
Slain By 
Gunships 

.i.N SON, (l~t A \':"l-10)-T•·n 
Vi .. t ·Cung Wt•re kill1 ·t.I and 1l11 ·ir 
nutomatic w1•apons po"'iitinn dl' ­
•troy1-<l by U.S. A r m .1· h~lit"of>l•·r 
~unships rt•ct·ntl y .... ,.,.,.,1 111111·"' 
nurth of Qui Nhnn . 

For IU'Vrr.al fluy~ prior lo 1h .. 
at'llnn, rl''llltt>ly hrlkoplt'rS 11( 

lhr. 17~1h ,\' • w u 11 lldknpln 
C:om11any had hr1·n rlro·t: npnn 
by 11ulnmatlc wra1wn• a• lh1•y 
fl1·w ullons and amm11nltl11n 
Into oulrio•h of thr ll1·1rnhlh· or 
l\on•a !HOK) Capitol lnfnntr~· 
1>1.-lslon . . \rmrd hdl1·11ptns .,.,,! 
to thr sc .. nc ~uch llmP n111ld 
find nu ~nt·m:v . 

l'laloon lp:ul ·•r l.t. Han1lal R. 
.lal·kson, Jrd Platoon, Co1111ian.v 
.\. 1nd ffa:t«ll1111, J .; i11 lnlanlr:v 
suld lhe wt•a11ons hltldf'n ·In » 
hnnkl•r and lunnel com fl It• x 
1·11uld supply u VC ro•glmcnl for 
ahout four months ... wilh sum~ 
I"'"'~' i;ood fire fli;hts lhrown 
In." 

Jackson eslimalt.'d lhe Ml'lll~" 
, had ah:1ndoncd their 1·a11111 a 

day or lwo hrrore il was f01111tl. 
11,: ~Hid ulr sl rikr~ hud hit "'"s" 
tu lhc nn·a In day .~ pn·c•'<llng­
ils dist:u,·ery. 

VC 'Over Our Own· Bunke 
But Three Men Inside-Hold 

A df'd"\ion w:.t ."' madt- lo Irv 
tn ambush the :rn1IJ1"h . Tlrn:,. 
volunl r l'rs, J\la j. lkn11ard H. 
Cobb, SSi:I. lfrrman .I. t: ,.,.,. . 
ttncl S;:t . Ot'Xlt·r Fri.<hy . ~II ;,, 
the !Hlh, Wt'l"P so ·l1·l·f1'll . 

Tht•y Wt."r~ droprwd i111n lh1• 
Jtrf'lt with ration!'C , wt•HfUHl!'f , trnd 
h ;noculars •. Two da ys lall'I" llll'ir 
vi;::ll wa' reward1 ·tl . 
. ThPy spott"d 11 Vi1 •t Cn11r: 
patrol ~ellin~ rru<ly lo umliu"ih 
that day's r!'supply n111. Cohu 
imml-<llately radio1·t.I thl' l'Otn­
pany and arm~ d l11•liropll'l"S 
Wt•rc !'CCOt to positions ju:-..t out 
of the VC 's sir:ht. 

Once In position . tlw :1 rn1r<f 
•·hoppers told tlw 1"1 '-'llJlf>ly h1·l i­
<"Opter lo bl'gin ils run inln !he 
n .. arby outposl. 

True to form, lhP ~111·m v hr­
i:nn flrlnr: as snun as lht:y · s11nl· 
t1'<I lhe lone· •hlr . 11111 IJl'for" 
tlwy could hldl', lh1• ~lln-<hlp.,, 
'( llitlrtl by Cohh, 1·111 ll11·m down . 

Seri:eant Thomas naines. Sp4 
~lil'hael Heed , and PFC Kt•nison 
llolmrs were the first to dis-
1·11nr I he r o 111 p I c x. whid1 
l"fl\'f'red an area of about 7~11 
h\' ;,ao \'ards . 

·A hai-.hed wire fe1we ant.I 
pun ji-stack traps surrou11tl1·d 
part of lhe complex, which had 
11 5l cfens iv e perimeter of hunkers 
t"111111ec let.I by narrow tunnels 
mHI trenches. 

Many weapon~ were llfll'd 
(rum . a lunnd 1% feel nntler­
i:round. Hecovery t1·um• t"onld 
work onlv a fow mlnu1!'1 ul a 
tlmt> ht"f~re the 'tale, cho1·ktnx 
11lr In the tunnels lorced tttl'm 
lo l'Ume 10· the 1urfuc~. 

At the end or lhe second tla)'. 
the seurch o( lhe area was l"om­
pletecl. Most of the enemy wrap-
1111s were flown lo Isl Brigade 
heudqu11rters . The ammo wa• 
d.-strnyed . 

Included In the cache b~sltl•·• 
the Nmall nrms amm11nltion 
were H24 mortur and 57mm 
r1•colll1!s• rifle rounds, 3110 

· pi11111di. 1i"fexplo•IH5, ~OQ hancl 
~renat.le•, JOO antl-tunk rifle 

(l'Mttn111'<l '"' •• ·• .·, l'•Kd 

l'llUOC VINll, CM INF-10)­
"The Vlt'I Cong W<'l"l' r111111inx 
all ;iro11nd us. rv1•11 ov1•1· 011r 
own hunkt·r ." saitl Sp4 P:111I Wil­
son, as he cl<'scril>t•d his part in 
tht' bttllle of Ap c;u in Wur 
Zn1w <.: . 

Tia• acti01.s or Wilson a111I hi' 
lwu companions durini: llw bat ­
tll' ,..,.,.,! suit.I 10 havl' b1 ·1·11 i11 -
'1runll'ntal in the dl'ft·ns" of 
their unit, the Isl lnfanlrv Divi­
-<ion ' s Isl Bal talion , 111th ~ lnfa11-
lry durins.: ::tn ;;1ssnult by tht• 
171sl lk:~im1•nl, a unil of lht' 
Uth Vil't Cong- Division . Tlw 
t•rH'my dt'1tlh toll WH• plHc~tl HI 
5H9 for the lmttle . 

"Ily llll'se three mt•n hohllni: 
thrlr 1>osltlun, we were 11ble lo 
concrnlrule our ulr 11nd wrlll­
lt·ry ·rtre on • Km111! t"h11nnl'I 
where the enemy had hrokt•n 
through our llne," Ca11t. 1:.-or11e 
Jo11lw11n. battalion op.,r11tlon~ of· 
fJc .. r, UfllYtn"d. < 

Wilson nnd - two oth1•1· nwn, . 
PFC Nlsler Jllvera . 111111 Sp4 
.I nme5 Stiffler, found lhl'msPlv1·.•' 
virtually 11lonu In the t:<'nll'r or 
the VC drlH. The bunkers to 
the right and lt·ft of tht•m hHd 
b1•t•n knocked out nnd l11e nwn 
1n1ll<'d baek. The•e lhrt•r nll"n, 
huw1·ver. wcru u11al>le lu pull 

hHk h1•('llllSf O( the hl'HVV firt' 
11ro1111d lhcir po•ltlon . · 

111 lhe early morning hau 
lh<'Y 1"0t1ld s1•e the bl:u:k -l·ind 
.. 1wmy dartlni: neur llll'ir posi ­
lion. HivPra - fire a volley ul 
1h1·111 wlH'n a hllntllnu flush from 
a11 1·xpludlng !(renntle sent him 
1· .. et ini: backward. lie wus un· 
ha r" m1·d but his wt•apon was lorn 
apal"l by lhe shrapnel. 

·- Wibon wn• flrlnir hh 
1:1111 ihroui:h lhe rear 
of the bunkl"r whC'n I 
a VC running toward 
11 i:rt>1111de In one hn 
r1r1 .. in the othl'r. -\ 
him dnwn with one 

Th<'n th .. m11cblneg111 
Stllflry dl\"ed out of ti 
r11n lo the rncmy 11 

(Continue.ti on Bacl 

25th 'Inf Aids ARV~ 
n r cm. (2Sth INF·IO), - A 

r. antic cull for itielp came into 
th1· 251h Infantry Division opl'l"ll· 
lion rentt.'r at 2 a . m. An Army 
of lhe fll•publlc o( Vietnam 
IAflVN) outpost In the vlll1111c 
of l'huoc lllep a few miles 
north of here wn5 under attack. 

Ju•t 37 mln11U!1 •fler the dtvl· 
n •Ion rccclvtd the c11ll, B Troop, 

Jrrl Squ11dron, 4th Cavalry w11• 
on It• w11y . to the rescue. __ . --· 

A.• lht• first 1ilutuon, command-
1•tl by Lt . Georgu Ro!(l'"• ar­
rlvrtl at the besieged outpost, 
an 1•stlmall'd b D t I a 11 on •lze 
1•n .. rny forc e wua at the p1•rlm · 
1·t l' r . wire. Thu Vlt't Conr: broke 
1· o 11 tact lmm1•dlutrly at th~ 
> U 11 n a Ol !ht1 llJ>prOHdtlni; 

11rm111·1·d cavalry ." ·-. 
The rr1·st - plaluon '·.• 

f11• .. iui: VC lo the soi 
"·1·ond anti thhJI pin 

.rounded ihe vllla111l. · 
--·· - -

S'i::t. nll•n Pike an 
ond pl11toun soon ( 
t•ni:a1wd clrnwnlll or 
ron: ... ' Pike'• track w 
an 11ntl-tank . rourid 
stroy1-<l. All the r. 

· re•curd from - lhe··c111 
burnt'<l. 

Five w o uncle ti · ·, 
rvm·uatt'll by ht•llco 
s hips . No · Amerlc ; 
klllt~I. 

In lhto mornlnJl. 
rill' my . Wt!rl! found, 


