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Haunts 

. BIEN HOA, (14th · AVN-10)"­
Krcp "'Charlie jumping . . 

That's the idc•a behind· the tac­
tics of the 197th Aviation Com­
pany, the only unit iri III Corps . . 
tha•. is comprised of only armed 
_hrlicoptrrs .. 

The comp:m~··s thn•e · gun'. pla· 
toons, nic.'knamed Playbo~'s. Raid· 
ers. <incl Drngons. rC'spccti\'l'ly. 
each employ slightly cliffC'r<'nt 
tactics. 

"It kl'<'JlS the·Vid Cong jumping • . 
They don"t know . what to <'XIH'd 
from us nC'.\t,'' says Drago11 .Pia- . 
tom~ Leader , Capt. \.knn A. 
Smith. 

One of c·apt;iiii Smith's fire 
.L.,.;i:Mil!F--"iill•-+tP~t m~kt·p~ rl~ st- -t hr~,,.,.,.,=-----

--.-------=----~~--~---~--------1--l'-'-'uti.c.s-of VC j11 mpi n1~ in - rec·f'Dt _· __ _ 

4s · With Guns 

action nenr Saigon. 
Lieutenant .John \V. Dalton It'd 

his two-hrlicopt.M· k<1m to investi­
gate int<'lligc•ncr n·ports of Jwo 
VC compani!'s . n1wrating ~011th· · 
-east---of- tlw....f!'r.pital. - --

Thry· W<'n.• grC'l'tc•{I by 
gl'OUll( lrt'. . l'f _ 

began tli<'ir <lcrial counl<'r-attnck, 
Charlie' clispl'rM•cl. . 

While ~earchi11g f01· the ViPt 
Cong. Dalton · n•cl'in·d a radio 
call .that a Vi<'1rwnwsc' outpost 

ar ... JH';·haps this is part I "We gl't our c:imrras In and only a milr from S'.1igo11. w<~S 
hcv are referring to. · . within a wel'k 1•\'t•n· one of them undrr al1<1ck. In . tnl!llll<'s hts . . 
('l.I I ti h r i l.S gOlll'. ,,_ lR' i icHh•ti. ·-- team canw- to - thl' --CISSISlHl\C(!-Of _ _ _ _ 

. 1 none, 1e Ont(' o I . _ . . tht• ou1post. 
Infantry · Dlvlslon, the Among flit' .1 .. 00 rnlls of film is Tl. . Cl 1. 1 · I I 1 can\eras and ·mm ls · includl'cl 4:i0 rolls of Hmm movie . 11 s. t~mc . wr H'_ ! <'<'H 

1'< 0 
· 

1 · I . 1 1· 1 h1ght<11l 1t without f1r111g a shot. 
Acconlln~ to thr assist· 1 f 1 Im, :inc on· r :lOOO of co or s H c I> . k 1 1 t 1 . I> 111 n · I l · · l I nr n1•ss 1:11 Sf' n. so u 1 , 1rrtcrr, 2nrl Lt. Norman . film. W 1en mu t1ph<'< for t 1c cl l. · 11 1 1 n t'la(lc -- . : . I - o- II r ·- -I I r \7' I r· b CO\'('rt' n· I s w 11~ n ll • • 
more l rnn 350. ro ~ ~ ''." 10 : o. , 1

1

1:1!.1:11;1, t IC 1gurcs C· low pu~M;!4 oy('r th(' . nrcu . ""ln,r; 
sold monthly. . .. '· .... , come st,1ggt_ 11ng. his st•ard1ll~hl to lm·atc p(tsslhle 

nern is almost _standard Ont• i..:roup ~r ca_m1•ra. bugs ~~t ·('st•apc routes: lk lh<'n ··~ll"d In 
1\ with a solclicr today," I a. s111·pn;"•' ''hill' ndlng 111 -a - cl1v1· :u tllkr.r on the most Jlk"ly 
"WC l!!!n' !!b!"H!! 1t!!nQ · s1op lwl1coptrr tTrc·ntl~·· .Tu~t be· nmt<'s, 

·n•. T think we eould ~di fore lhl' llll-l J) · hank1·d ro1· 1111 np· 
1cras if we had tlll'm.' 1 lro:il'l)irrr:111:.: I · g, < sniper pntrol 
·· --·-·-------·-· ·-- l op1·1wcl up from th<' front. the 

~ • P' . ' ' )2 ( 11\ l\i ' l r • I ' ' 'II I I If I I ' ·. '..-4T'tmL:..:-'.,-:;:...,....;:-:;T::-'"'---:;...,;-----:'lf::---....--,,------



, . ...... ~,·r.-•_, ... ~,--:-:-:-: ·.-~~.~--·---;~· -r-· 
· ... 'i.,;:.:· •. .-:~-~--: ' ... ~/ l 

... :-~ 

cu cm. (25th 11'\F-IO) - What 
dot·~ an Aml'rirnn soldin do when 
he ha~ a few mlnull's lo n·lax? 
Usually one of two things. Write 
kttt•rs or rrad. l'aprrback hooks 
ha\·e brcomc HS much a part o! 
this war us foo<l, ammunition and 
cli:arettrs. 

E\•en during the flercl' fli:htlng 
- on Opt•ralion Wahlawa Jn the llol 

Lol Woods, memlJl'rs' oC !he 2:ilh 
Infantry Dlvlslon'R 2d Brlgndc lie· 
pc nd<•d on n book to monH•ntarl ly 
l(l'l them awny Crom the harsh 
rcalltlt·s or wilr. 

Whrn 11 sniper'• round «·uts 
through a battalion· huHc rump, 
an f'lemrnt or the l'Omhat huttul· 
lon . 15 'rnt out· to grt thr. •nlt•l'r 
or arllllrr~· llrf' Is rnll<·d l!• !!!! 
11 •. !I . · :1:: .... 1 

...... ··-· 'll"~"~ll1•r.· :_t:1111.11111 .. (,.11i•~!'.•~··-""~ cut l;,.- -n . , 
'fhl• " '11l<lnR lllntt ~lllu•tl to 

the Cullrst. Boob nrc rc;ul und 
passed around unlll the covers 
!all ore lrorn almost continuous 
use. · 

'i." ' . ; . 
: WJ{N,~; ~ 

! a!~i[§ifi 
'·~~;i~t~·~~ ·~:~;t:::;~~ 
· .11z:~:1tus 
--~!~ ... ·~ 
' lf.NHOl'FC.O; · (It 

~·1 . was~ lcrt:: Jo l ~ 
had no .ammunl{i 
on,; no'l ldca·_c.w_l_u 
no ", ldea:.- .whcrc ~ ; 
unit =had" gone.''.,' 
Vletnainc~e : sold 
-Operation , Austf1 
CainbOdJan'";;"oort 
Battalion: : !102nd: 
· -Ty : w:is ;·a ' pr1~ 
his : reporL 'and 1 
North<. ln ~:•,Dece 
st.ate ·: or , conru. 
and homcslckne 
enn sure" where 
Ing . . · ':y:·;.:, ~- ).#:~·~~! 

Arter tour· ·mo 
carrying . an · hl.f 
back; ·he arri~ed 
area : to ~ rest : >II 
weapon5:·~1hey: 
would ' be .- issue< 
they arrived at : 

~rln ii-th8-tl:I 
nam. 20 ·mrn ha< 
and another 20 h 
every; man - had 
cent so serious!. 
walk. · 

When capture 
Ty_ was__ losL 
around by him. 

·He.llo .. 1 
m A,·;-.; <1st ~N 

pnrtlclpntlng Jn · 
n1!"l",, !1 (1J 11un ~n t 



borne Di\'islnn · 1hrrw bnrk n to O\"<' ITUO n 10'1111 111 II 
vlrlnu ~ 11'sault hy a North Vh·t· w1•rc ull . kllkd . h~·, 
nnmrsr Arm y (1 .n·r In the high- 1trrnn1h• throw11 by th o 
lnmls north nl Knntmn . · last ~.I Olh1•1• 1• · 1 

' \ ,:rt>k, kill ing ~5 1•1w my . . . - en_ their tl1•ad nno 
Tht' halllt' took 11tncf' hi <'. • I oini blank lir~ lro1 

dnrk or rnrly mornlni: as 011rru· lr ry i:ims. 
tlon llnwthnrnr rnlrrNl II• flllh Thr VC td r tl ,,,.,.,.,. 
da~· . · An lntrllii:rn..r olfkrr from poss ible to inliltrak ih 

IJ11t ' th ry \\Tr<' n•pn 
thr R··li::ulr slalrd lhal " ... . n tinw. Snml' ,.nip...-s · 
battalion of l'\nrth Ylrtnamrs ·10 s win ~ lrnm t ro·1· to 
sol1llrrs la11n1'11rd a full scale al· \'Hin att .. mpt to 'il1·11c1· 
lnck on two rlrm.rnls of thr Rrl- il'an i:nns. .. '~· 
gadr. :i hattrr~· ol thr 320th .\rtll- Con tac t ·was brokt•n 
lrry aucl ('011111any .\ or thr 5'12d i ,0011 r:iin' ,. 11 ., 11 11 ... 1 
lnfantr~· . , fil'ld : 

r I .1 I · h "11 k h "The d 1arg1·:· hr 1·011tin111•1I. 
- MOVE- OUT-1'roops -of- the-l 7~rd-Abn. -Ilcler rush - or c 1oppcr1: . w 11c _l\·1 - Ul e-.t em_ ''wa'l'rrrrrlcrlo:b.-:t- ltt-ot..-.-nw .'\I p11hli1·:11 io11 1i111 

o ut of an 11rca which they h11 Ye ju~t cleared. tar at tack. hut ra.il rtl to do much tinn llawlhornr has at:• 
(Phot o hy Sp·i Tierni Zawncki. 173rd Ahn.<.:JO) damn:: <' bt'!':lll'l' I'll' trnopr rs n o \ 'i<'I Con:: l. illrd . 

~Silver Star ~ 

II. Bil .\ (;(;, tJ FK C\Tll-10) . 
- Ti .. o 3rd Spt'dal Fon·(·~ Croup : 
'11 ldi~· r "• rt ct'in·d our 11alion':­
th1nl hi~h· · -1 tn< dal lor lwr0i-111 . , 
Tho'_Siln·r St a r. clurin~ n·rr111011i~' · Vol. 2, No. 15 

~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Ton Son Nhut, Vietnam June 25, 

( '.nl IUNll ll .\Y :· r 
· IO) - Col01wl \\"illinm 
i il"'<illt11t'<I COllHll;:iul 1 

1966 ; E11~i11• • 1•r 1:rn11p at a J1t•rt• n'1.'c.·n1J_,-. 
\I s Cl I J \{' r ' . -·: t 'Ol1l tn tHtc l t•rn·nwny- r 

ni:"~-:.·~.i·~5~t·~ ... :~~;··~ . ·c .:.·~·~ - - SF. T A d d DSC 1· 1o-. ...... 
. :;;~~n~~~;.;/ni~o~~:~~·~·..t·0:~;~~~;l ____ . ___ _ ro.op __ W_Q[ _e __ ·- ---- ---- ! II<' rq1l:it·r' Col. 

S. Stanlt·y, _(or~ gallantry in at:ti0n ·-- :- .. • l • .. . . . • , . • • . ..;: ., t;:: ..: i II art. "ho "a~ a\\ 
"hilt• "·n·ing "tth the 5th Spt'l"i:ol I 1,- BRA,GG, ( ·! FK C~Tn-IOl- I h e D1"t rng111~h.ed Sel\ 11.e C! "· s " .t: pl!'. ented : l.r::ion or ~lrrll h)· 1.1. 
For .... ~ 1;roup in \"it'tnam . l:i ,- 1 wclok.to !:'FC ?"lichael r. Caq1<'11te r . Compa n y B, 3rd Spc1·tal l·nrre" t.rnup !.-\11· : En~lrr, nn; . l"S.\fl 

Srri:<'ant ~l!nnkks ,, as drt·orat· · h nrnc ). for ext rnrdinary heroi"m in \ 'ie111:im . j 0111·,landin~ prdorman 

"' lor J(alla~lr~· "hll~ ~rnln~ "' :=:er~<':rnt Carp<'nter ,,.:i, dero1:1tecl for hi<. :ll'!ion s during the defense of 11 S peci al 1 mandrr of the i:ro1111 
:.1 ~ll!'t"tal I orrr< ""'''or In a .F' . . . . B D \ '", . I I . ., 1 nG~ · ; · , · · \liilian · lr'fr ~ioliir--ni· r~ll'~ -1 ; 1,n11 11 c 01 ces. camp .al. u _ (lp, __ 1et 11.ltll , ..:..u ~.,_L_ ly . '-'· . rl' t cl hr.~~!..-~ 
1UD<;1 In \"il'lnam . In J:tnuar!' . · The cnmp ,, . .,~ he~i!'ged ~hor ll, · afler midnight by two hea \"il~· reinforced \'i e t Cong : r~i-.· hrd a nrw ""' 
J~;i;, a patrol from lh~ uni ! thr · h:ll tnlion~. "upportecl lw :ir!iller~· :rnrl mnr(nr fir e . Cn rpe nter rus h e d throui:h the mur· ! l\a<hln:: tnn . ll .<". 

"· r~ra~t<I "h"·' 3 ~ 11 ' 0 r, . /~· "a' . dcrnu~ hnrra!!e :ind posi.tionecl him <el l in th e rnmp mess hnll where he he~an 1·alling fo r : Prinr to his ""i 
~.:~'n'.'.' ,. ~ a a r ~r '

1 
("onJ( immeclinte air support to r.e)'e l the a l( :lt"!,ing- forces. : vi1· t1w 111. Colom·! Srnn 

J,J111ni1 · ~ < rn-hi·d to the :m·:t \Vi thin mim1(e~ the mes~ h~ll and rndio e<iuipment were dest r oyl'd hy Viet Co ng ar- 1 DhTri<'t En :~ inrrr. · Can 
\1i1h lilo· CID<; ' oldi1·r' in an :ot · 1illl'1y. C:irpenlcr. with the nid of n 1q1111Hlecl romrncle, hcnclecl for the camp rommuni- I trkl. C'ap1· l\r1111t'll.\-. 
to ·rnpt to gl\'t' -uppnn 1" 1111 · en li on~ bunker to iee~t:ihlish r:idi o 1·nnl:id with higher h enclqunrters hut wa~ unnhle ; diarg<' or :ill 'pan· r. 
" 1"h11•-h,t·d \pnlrc~'- ",hc·nl ~ ht' ttr - fo e nle 1'' lie l':'it(:!e- e:<:p lodi n g-mo1inr · roun d ~ hnd ipiited suppli e>i ~to red in the hunker. , , tru1·1io11 ;t i ) the Cane 
rl\ c.·t t ll' 1t't on;.: 1;it un·rrun . . 
th•· po-iti1"1 a 'nd 1ht"ir ""''"na1k · The en mp wns romplete h · withm1t communications i:o C arpenter nnd his com· Na,·y and NA:!'iA 111·01• 
' " '- :tf>i~n.; fin' .rinnl'Cl do" n ~he.· p~111ion 1·11tt ·1·i·d the.· fin· f1!.!ht I · 
11,·t· <._ IDG '-{lld1rr' an:omp~111~ in;.: which ra"..: 1·d about th c· m. C:-ir­
Th r "' r~c· ant. ; J'l'ntrr •hot d1n111 a fi,·r-mnn \ 'ir t 

TIH· Spt·dal F on·r·< ,~ltlio·r. "'" · l"o11;.: lorn· that ha<l 1·nt1·rrd !hr j 
p•·!l1 ·<l tht· at1;1d:1n;.: \ 11"( t ""ri 1·11111pound. tho·n ru-lwd to :1 ! _,, -::. .. ~'"'."""'·iHiti:~~~ 
,;n~l· ·· h:'111l1 ·dly. lirini: hi< rill!' : 111 ; ;rh~· 111adii111 "'~11 11 ~110 hrga n ~ ... ':,.t.1$. iill~~~ 

(Cuntln11rd on flat·\.; 1';1:,.!r) ; rno\\in'.! down thl' \',:J\"t ' " of at· I . :~·, ' .~. :..~ 

Col. 
··Mar---r- __ :_1a .. kin:.: Vil"l Cong . \tr - ·:··. I L:pron hl':trill" lhat ~ Spl'l"iill , .. k ' ·';. · 

i Fn1T• '> uffH·1· r l~ad h1·1·11 ,i oundrd, ~~· ~ · " 

Co Of 17th ; Carpr·nt <' r ra n 1hrou;..:h a11 in tC' ll"t' ·~?:~:: ·· 
i l1:1il of firt' and !'> ll (Tt ':i-" full\' rfH· .:::: i. 

ri"d th1· nllil"~ r tu 1h1· · camn · 
:\II .\ Tfl\>,;c;, 0 , 1 ··A\"S . 11nr: • . t<1111111;1111lt•1 .. , h1111hr . . ,._~ ·;_.'91~···:.;!i=lfti~~~ 

JO ; - Coloia·l .John \\'. Marr ; Thnn :~ h painfully "nund!'d . in : - - _-- ' 
;,,;.um•·d '"0111111and or 1hr lith tlH' <itl 1" Cari>t·1111·r :ttt1·111pt"d to / 
A d0:1 t ion Croup in c«rt' mnnir"' ' n ·,., lahli-.h eornm11nit·atir111s with 
)H·rr n·c(·nth·. Ht.• !t-UCCC't•d" Col. ~ ht·adquartt ·r'. lwlti11;..: l11:i- " ork 
C:1•rdd 11. si11·a. "ho "ill n·111rn i hri..Cly d11ri11g till' :ilt;ot"k lo kill 
ln lht• l"nitt·d St ;tlP"t for ml :t~· . Vit'l Cong "ho had r1t·art'd hi' 
'1~nnH·nt with lhr l.'. .S. .'\rmv · 1rn,ition . 
!\\'iallon C•·ntt·r. Fn1 l nuckl'I:. I Allf'f thr \"Ir! C'nn~ atlat·k ""' 
.~la . • ' r r 1>11l-.<1 . hlkoplr f\ u~rl' 1•d irt 

Thf" lilh .\, l:. tl on Croup. 3 . lli t· l "MlllJI to .' · ' :1r11 n l .- lhr 
nut)f'l r , 11 hord'nntr l'Otnnw ncl uf ' \\ oundt·d. hut ( urpl'nlt.·r rdtl\t•ll 
thr ''' . .\\ latlnn Rrli;arl<', ,.1110 • l11111u•dlal r air n a1·11allon, d1nt1' · 
mand~ ;,,i;ll nundh·l,lon:il .\rm,· : Int: lo s l:.i~· ~t tlu• ~llr to rrt•'\ Cnh· 
14\ l:Hlon unll~ In lhr I and 1·1 ; 11,h rlrrn c·ommu11ln1llon-; dlUn · 
.\It\' ~ C'orp'i nrt'tl". ~net rurnf,ht•'\ ' nt ·l'i .. 
:.t\ lullnn '11pport Ir L' .S ., .\It\'~ . S 1·rcc·a11l Cui 1wnlt·r. a n·l1 ·ran 
.Mn cl l'rt·r World ron·c·'i. • . u( four y1·a1" Ill Spt·t ·i;tl FtHTl'"' 

· . .. . ' '"'"I '· . " 111 \'Ji ·IJ JitJI) il\~1 1 
'. . .• .,l;::l01,\\.l,..},l,l!'X~ .~'. 1 lP ,,1,' .:i, .. ~·.:!\',·.~! i i'.:::.1. 1 .":',,.~' 11 '~,~"'"· I' ttt••r . · 1'•1111·1·· 

11ar11(·hu tht. la~t , 1.n·t.'(I In ttu··1 fl~·u rl "1111 •>ak ~ .. c•af ( ' 111~1 .. · 1·. 

fll{J(•t• or lh(' nir<TIOr or .~rmy Air ~l .. dal. Arm~· Cn1111111·1~d11 tl."ll 
-A\·ia1ion_in-lhc..J~11ai:u11_ 11liui0~1 .•~1_:1111l_ 1h'.:_J'.l• · l~1~111 Srrrn; r 

flLASTING CllAnLTE-Pnrt or D Co., 16th Armor, · 173rd Ahn. fires a SPA 
while •uppo rting infantrymen d uring Operation Hardihood near V11ng 'fn~· -, 

-_ -- --- - ···--·-···· -- ------·-- (l'hoto- by- Sp4-Ileml-.Zawaeki.-17.3ru.....J\. to ·1,;~ nrn\'al in \"icuwm. 11 ·nnlln111·1l on Jl ai · k - T' iij{f.}~ 


