
·14-1::.e:t::11a~~lt~o1:;i elugees.-cvuducted . cvmmu-=tin., .flth t:la ·- --.. .. • . . . 
_ ,-h;:y cl r::i:it:~ c::imp:il in~ and pro\'!decl c:incly 'and · • 'McG011gh propo~ed the possibility of such ·a · 

- : !ood for numerous orphanages they visitl•rl . , , course wh~n his battalion mo,·ed here to assume 
. _. • One o! the bigges.t problems scouting has is its .. base defense. . . . . . . . .. , ~ 
• . • ..:. low. priori~': .Scouting comes unMr .the contNl o! .::. The course was s~t 'up using 12 targets:· Thi'ec'"'t 

tl'n!-Minisfr)~ ·or . Education l:t Salgon.'. This ministry ··. shots are fired at each target with each hit coun-"":fr 
has many other problems and pri~rlties , so stout· ting !or one point. The scoring system was con· 
ing is low on "the list: . # · . ·· · · "l ~ ceived by Lt. Col. Ronald Rassmussen, battalion 
. Another problem local scout leaders ha,·e is the commander. 
_.· - .1-: .• ··~-~~::--; f::.··:j: :· .. ~~- •' 
Former foes lauded 
·.- .. ·- ' ......... - : . . . _______ .... - --- .. -- ------:i--- .. . . 

·:..-. · ---7(iff ais0n Piiigri!m uoubles MAKING A _.WISH _as he bl~~ · ~irt"' the ~nclle5 . on. his - . 
birthday cake, Spec. 4 Larry Erickson, Co. , D.?'2n4 )}n., 
18th. lnf.; ls~ Infantry D~vision, celebrates_ his 22ndr.bfrth­
d~y m the )ungle 30 miles north of Saigon. Erickson's 
friends fashioned ·the cake ... fro_m a :C.ration pound cake ., 

CAMP EAGLE - · Pa~Ucipa - 231 to 328 or two for each 
lion in the Kit Carson Scout pro- maneuver platoon. The addition· 
grzm o! the lOlst -Airborne Di,;. al allocations for scouts will be 
sion (Airmobile) has increased filled from on1ts being rede-
more than 200 per cent in the ployed from. }'ietnam under 
past four months according to · President Nixor1"s Phase II plan . 
Capt. C. Richard Buchwald, Kit :'These scouts do save lives," 
Carson liaison officer. . Buchwald said, "and It Is only 
. He also noted that the di\;siori :· nat1,1ral that we increase the pro-
ls presently working on a plan to gram. He . added that /field re-
increase the number ·of scouts ports coming Into headquarters 
im·oh·ed in the program from indicate an increased t;\ctical 

---- '\._ 

value of the scouts ,"". 
Published reports throughout 

Vietnam have lauded the scouts 
for their pro!ic!ency in the field 
but the scouts also serve a func­
tion ln the paci!ication efforts or 
the Screaming Eagles . 

and waterproof matches. . . ·--- ·· · -.---.-. ·-----

Chief's._pleas heard· 
"The scouts know many of the· 

villagers," he says ,"and people ' 
in the villages can identify with BONG SON - .A ·h~mlet bana was afraid his escape 

-:tile ·scouts, resulting In a better chief's letters to !he Viet Cong, would bring reprisals from the 
line of communication." since early 'September;- · have · ·vc against his family. _ . 

The use of the scouts is"' iie- persuaded 35 former residents to - ...suong soon learned that other 
pendent upon the unit officer in le_ave the VC and return to their families had similar experienc~ 
charge. "The commanders have . !)amlet .in Bini\ Dinh Province. to relate. The chief began writ- : 
complrte flexibility in the use of . Speaking thrnugh ~ an inter-:--lng letters to the ·Khanh Trach ·' 
the scouts ," Buchv.:ald said. pretu, Dinh Suong. the Khan men, explairiing that they could 

This flexibility includes pro· Trach hamlet chief, explained: ·safely return to their . families --
motions of the scouts. The pro- '.'The enemy forced m'any of the becausl!' government troop_s · and 
gram at present has distinct lev- men from our hamlet to fight for 173rd Airborne Brigade para-

Tree-top missions· 
air.·PsyOps words . .• ...- els a scout can attain. the VC. · trpopers were securing the ham-

. The first is _platoon scout. He For a long time .,.;-e didn ' t hear let against_the VC. 
is directly out of political train- from them. We feared that the So far, the families-have, 

Xl'A:\ LQC-Flying at tree-top level . ~·ith the sun glistening on ing school a~ national Chieu VC had killed our men." passed on more than ·so of the 
small ponds and riHrs that sn.1ke through the jungle. gives the Hoi centers and · Screaming One day a young wife conrided chief's letters, and 35 men have 
world an appearance of peace_. Eagle Replaceme_nt Training to the chie~ .that-. her hush.and ai:iswered "the appeal to come _ 

----· Aboaro '"""Fifel>all" c~opper 459 this . day, however. -·the work--or--5ch~ol..J.,rom_ther.e .. _the-;-5cout-=11ad.,.been v1S1tui_g _ ~e~ .a~1ght_ home. . . . 
war is a constant ·task. For this flight carries equipment that ma) ad.vance to the leH•I or and then .r~turmng to the hills " · No": ,':,the_chl!f_;;il~o-.lliI.~cts his . 
might someday mean the lives of-m'"'~ men in the field. . compan} scout and then to bat- bef~re da) hgh. t. . _ letters at others who have never 

~ talion scout Like man) others - tl1Jjlf -iu:..- lived In the::hamlet This flight , in addition to its usual armament of a minigun and · ·· • / ' " ,. ~f · 
NS-0 machine gun. carries a 1,000-watt speaker from which blare / · · · ; · · 
!orth the "sounds of Psyops." ~ . 

Capt. Thomas Windberg, a member of the 199th Light Infantry G . ·~· . . e 
· Brigade's civil affairs office, commands the console. At the flick of . opte· Jlr Jl~1n· -, f'f e on JIG uy 'as 
a svqtch he sends a tape recorded message through the speaker I ~ f U I I I " " 
.and out over the landscape. · _ . · . · · 

From the sky the voice of a former colleague urges the enemy, · · · 
in his own language, to gi\'e himself .up, rally to the cause' and 
seek a n~w life . · His only other choice, the message says, is_ FB BUIT01'S - When you have a swelling ref· of rice as well as building materials and tools. . 
to face annihilation in a country that wants no more war: ugee population isolated by terrain and the ene- In Phuoc Long Province, the l_argest province 

· At the same time Maj. Julius Horvath, civil aHairs officer, my, the flexibility of airmobi1ity comes to the in the ill _Corps area, there are few roads con- · 
releases ·hundreds of leaflets guaranieeing the enemy ·safe passage fore . · . · meting the far-flung villages. ~lthou~h the prov-
through allied should he "Chieu Hoi." In northern Phuoc Long Province an average Ince chief and his refuge~ advisor coul4 provide 

The results or t · particular flight were almost immediate . or 25 tons or rice a week is airlifted by 1st Cavalry the rice, he had no means of transporting It to the 
In the early aftern of thfiame day, three NVA soldiers threw Division (Airmobile) helicopters to district cap!- districts !or distribution. That's where 1st Cav. 

down their weapons and rallied . It might be said that they got _ tals or Bo Dl. and Due Phong, near the Cam· :airmobility take~ over. . 
the word from a "little bird." . bodian border. Four tons or tool kits, containing "All we really had to do was go through our 

It requir.es long hours of work, long hou.rs or waitin~. long · mostly farm t ls, ha~ also been de~· erea in the ··-cha.nnels t? get the ~craft," . said Capt. Tl~ Desl-
___hours or patience, but the rewards are there. --..._ , past month~ . - dene, assistant logis~lhcer for the Black· 

EHrY Hoi Chanh who rallies to the Government of Vietnam ~ The goal the. program Is to rr{ e refugees horse" brigade. "1he Vietnamese brought most of 
one less enemy an American or· Allied soldier must face . To men from Viet C ng-controlled areas se suf!icient. . the rice by canvoy from~~aigon, guarded It on the-
such as Wtndberg, Horvath and the crews of choppers such as Before an lndivldual can be removed fro'ilt the ref- airstrip at FB Buttons, and broke It down Into 
459 , each can be considered a personal vict.ocy_ · ugee rolls •. he is provided with a six-month supply packages for distribution." -

. ; 
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32 VC clie as thrusf /ails 
TAY Jlil:-.ill - "Man. it was by Isl Bde. Forward Air Con· 

just like a turkey shoot:" irollers (FACs) and air strikes. 
That was how scout helicopter and two by the rifle platoon of A 

pilot WO William Mcintosh de- Troop. / 

one group fired at us; the rest 
appeared to be taken completely 
by .surprise," said Mcintosh . 

scribed his part in the aerial re · "As they got farther from the 
------·t'Qnnaissani::e-acthit~ollowin..---lire-bds~her-startcd grouping 

an attack on FB Ike. "' together and heading for several 

Justus expended all his ammo 
six times during the /.iy . Other 
teams in the area did likewise 
as enemy were spotted along 
trails and in or near bunkers . Three "Pink Teams." in· small bunker complexes : Only 

c I u ding one made up or 
Mcintosh and Cobra gunship pi· I 
l~~ ~i~~i;~~{ra~r~t~~~;~:~~~~i~ Boats way ay· NVA 
north . Arter 12 hours or recon · · · · ' 
nai ssance by unit s. or the !st 

---~~~i~~~;;;!~~~~~na~~~~~~~i~~)~~~;=--. r-.u-p_t_u_r-~e--r··1ver~supnly· -
"We caught tlie fir s group in ~ · 

a trenchline about 300 yards 
north or Ike," said Justus. 

CAUTIOUSLY MOVING in to picS. up a 155mm how-
itzer, a Chinook raises plently of dust around Spec. 4 

George Orville, 23rd Artillery Group, as he prepare;; to 
attach the hitching straps to the belly of the chopper. 
The maneuver was part of a seven-day program to test · 
the new combat howitter. 

" Th en we just followed the trails 
up to the north and kept picking 

FB KIEN-The Saigon River is a vital means of resupply for 
the NVA . The waterway serves as a means o'f moving rice, 
weapons. ammunition, medical supplies and personnel. But for 
enemy supplies to reach their final destination, the river must be 
crossed, and one major obstacle to _that is the _2nd _Bn., _28th Inf., 

Enemy drive smashed 

them off." -
The helicopters of A Troop . !st 

Squadron of the 9th Cav .. ac· 
counted for 20 of the kill s, while 
four were killed by artfllery, six 

Battle rages on Highway 19 
CAMP RADCLIFF - Twenty enemy soldiers . 

sent reeling for cover by the firepower of 4th In · 
fan try Division's infantry, armor. and artillery 
units, wert killed one mile east·ot-An-K!n: -b)· heli " 
copter gunships of the 238th Aviation Co. 

A combined NVA and VC force initiated th e 
ccntact on Highway 19 between An Khe and Qui 
Nho~ when they were met by. infantrymen or th e 
!st Bde.'s 1st Bn .. 8th Inf. · 

Automat ic weapons and sma ll arms litb--flowed 
thP enem\' advance until a tank and two Armored · 

As the enemy anvance dissolved into a frantic 
search for cover , UH!B helicopters moved into the 
area. 

The helicopter fire tea ms. commanded by Cap · 
tains C rles Avery and Larry Smith . raked the 
en · fo r 40 minutes. 

The hill's base was uti lized by six enemy sol· 
·diers as a source or cover. "They weren't too well 
ccncealld." Smith said. "We hit them all." 

The hel icopters veered off after expendin g 
their ordnance while th e artillery battery contin-

~ .J : •• • \......,_.,.., ,..,~ 11ntil thP remnants Of the enemy 

Two types or boats are used to stop the enemy's resupply 
operations . Engineers from the 1st Infantry Division man the 
skiboats-lightweight ski _!>arg~powered by twin 40-horsepower 
engines. The larger Navy river patrol boats (PBRs) sup,J>Ort the 
skiboats with massive firepower . 

Mounted on the bow of every PBR are twin .:>0-caliber machine 
guns. The stern has dual M60 machine guns and automatic M79 
grenade launchers. 

'"The PBRs provide security for the skiboats quite well," de­
clared Pfc. Curt L. Lamparter. " 'Charlie' might get the first shot , 
but those 50s will bring the 'max' on him." -

Working closely with the skiboats and PBRs are the infantrymen 
stationed a long the shore. It's the Coot soldier who wades through . 
the muddy rice paddies bordering the Saigon River and checks 
out grass trails that may lead to enemy positions. 

As darkness nears, the infantrymen ·prepare their night am bu.sh 
positions. PBRs and skib-Oats are set beside the river bank with 
the infantry aboard. 

"One thing you have to watch for is 'Charlie' sneaking up on .a 
boat and tossing a satchel charge ab-Oard," noted Spec . 4 Davis 
G. Trass . h 

The enemy is commonly spotted in the "g.reen ' eye" or - t e 
starlight scope while attempting to cross the nver with food or 
weapons . Once the nighttime swimmer is sighted in the muddy 
water. a burst . of heavy machine gun fire ends the enemy_ resuply 



WITH THE SUN setting, two 5oldiers sil­
houett.e<l bv the sky keep a conversation 
going to pass the time. The men perched 

"~~~ •' _. .. , ·'J~~---'f' .. ,,.~"~' 1>~~~ ..... ~ 
.., ~ r,• .. •• ? ~~· ... :, ~ ~·-"" 

• CAMP EAGLE-Artillery_ barks out, and ~omewhere iri ·the. . · .\~~ i 
never;never land or Ci relights, shraplliJ and mourning, the whimper '~.,.,..... . . - : 
or the exploding projectile echoes b,k. · ., . . . · .;":0::'7:\:;";~ 
· It is more than a whimper to lhc encmy\ lt is often a dcvastat- --;-.-:.. 
ing force, or, in terms ol the small-arms firepower or the Wild West · ·, 

··- the Persuader .------ ' · · ' 

atop a bunker were looking over the peri­
meter of the 1st Infantry Division base 
camp at Lai Khe on a warm evening. 

The 'artillery o! the 101st' Airborne Division (Airmobile) has all . 
sorts or "Persuaders," from high explosive rounds to illuminatio·n. ---' 
But a new addition to its arsenal may be the best persuader yet. 

It Is called the Propaganda Round. Loaded with more than 
750 leanets, the projectile is !used so it will create an air b,urst and 
send the lea!lets floating to the ground. .. ___ _ 

-;; ··- "This ls the !lrst time the division has used these rounds,r"---~ 
said Capt. Peter T . Fallini , Division Arty, SS oHicer. "We hope to 
start using them extensively ." · 

The round was first used in a recent artillery raid in the A 
Shau Valley. Guns from two firing l;>atteries !ired high explosive 
shells and then the propaganda rounds . 

"There are two things Charlie (ears most,"_ said Maj . Gen. H. 
Tosh, division Psyops · . h 're artillery and 852 raids ." 

Arter being give deii;ionstrall or Screaming Eagle's ex-
plosive artillery, the re ainlng enemy soldiers got more than 7,000 
leaflets' delivered by artillery. ( · · --- - _!_ 

The leaflets have a picture or a B-52 droppin~ bombs on one 
__ _ __ · side and tell the enemy on the other that the next bomb may 

:oori 
. • --------- 1; --have-his name on lt.-So,- the- pamphlet-says,_you..had.Jietter_Chieu 

,... ... 

• ~ -- i_jrp..=anem-y---ass~u t H_oi .~~::_h~ve--ab_ou_t-S00-0LthesLJounds," sdid Falitni. "They .'-· 
P~ f , !ll;i' U were especially d1!hcult to get. The ones we 1d ge were d..-~---w. 

· in l!HJ." 
· · Despite the fact that they are 26 years old, they work. 

"The rounds explode about 100 yards above the ground and 
cover an area 49 by 69 yards with leaflets," uplained Tosh. FB KATE - In one day or ac · area , and the Cobras just rolled 

tion . the Ruthless Ri<iers Crom B in creating extensive damage. 
Troop, 7th Squadron, 17th Cav., Every time they went in, they 

regulars destroying the rocket 
launcher. 

working in support ol ARVN cle· received ground lire." said CWO 
ments, killed JO (NVA) soldiers Gregory Fuller. 

After a lull day or action, 10 
enemy bodies were round among 
the rubble lei! behind by the 
Ruthless Riders . 

The leaflets are rolled and then dropped into the round. The 
!use is limed !or the air burst errect. When it explodes, a base plate 
is blown orr and the lea!lels are pushed out ." 

The explosion burns away the lea!let wrappers so they fa\l ____ ' 

six miles south o! Bu Prang . "From the itr we could see freely . , 

I Leaming that nearby FB Kate that there were NVA soldiets all 

Assists ARVN mission was under heavy mortar attack over a hill just outside the !ire 
by a large-sized enemy element base. At the same time, friendly 
surrounding the location. the forces had left.-the fire base per . 
Cavalrymen headed toward the imeter to check out the area," 
action . explained Rabren . 

Upon arrival , Light .Observa- "It was e~sy to s~e that t~ese 
tion Helicopter (LOH) pilots. men were in a light pos1lton 
--- ....____ J:'°•in . and WO bM:'ausc the enemy was quickl)· 
La r r y Rabren came '1Jnder · • (:losl11g on them. They also had 

-Air fir~ quells NV A, mortar 
heavy automatic !ire from to avoid the persistent enemy 
ground entrenched enemy morta1 s which were pounding l\1Al LOC-AeHal rocket artill~ry f~om t_he 
troops . Despite the hindrance. the entire area," he noted . 1olst Airborne Division Artillery (A1rmob1le) k1ll-
th«;Y continued _to Uy their recon.- Gunships rolled in on the ed eight NVA regulars approximately 300 yards 
naissan~e ~ission . . enC!flY. _forcing them to change south ol the DMZ recently in support o! US-

At this lime Cobra gunships their pomt or concentration from ARVN operations . Th~i_i- .mortar position was de· 
piloted by Capt. George Schei- th& ground troops to ·the aircralt stroyed and several smaTT'ilrms were_ captured. 
cher, and WO Raymond Christ cverhead. Rabren reentered the Cobra helicopters Crom the 4th Bn., 77th Arty ., 
ro~led · . expending lire over ·the re_gion . killing one enemy soldier were called on the fire mission .by elements or the 
area · h1l~ a request was made with a grenade .. ,..,.. . . 15t Bde., 5th Mech. In!., who were assisting 1troop 
fo .S. _Air_ F_orcc s1:1pport. _ _ _ Later in ' Jti~ ~alternoon, Schei- oJ the 2nd ARVN Regiment. 

· this time, the LOH pilots (._~her from his Cobra gunship The ARVNs were in search of an enemy mortar 
were Teleased _due to the in- spotted an enemy position being position that had been harassing their night pos!r 
tensive enemy !Ire. "Every time utilized as a B40 rocket launch- tion, and came upon the enemy In an open af~a 
we would start reconning the ing site. Minutes later, Schei- ol rolling hills and rice paddies . . 
en~my _location , we yould re- chc r pinpointed the--enemy- loca- hey urrounded the enemy osition with 
ce1ve fire . By then our troop lion with burst of minigun fire armored personnel carriers and a'waite t e 

"The enemy was concentrated in a hedgerow 
of tall brush above a small NVA bunker," said 
Mai . Craig H. Leyda who was flyi.!lg as section 
chief on the mission . { 
. "l went in and ble the brush away with a 

!ew rockets," said Leyda. "Then Capt. James T. 
Barnett spotted two NVA soldiers in a bomb crater 

. and killed them with one rocket.'l_ 
Making cgnsecutive runs on the position, the 

two-Cobra section used two-dozen rockets __ _!o_. 
destroy the enemy a!)d their bunker. 

Troops on the ground who searc~ed the area 
after the strike found eight enemy bodies, the 60m~ 
mortar tube that had been firing upon them, six 

:KH weapons:-one SKS carbine and one rocket­
propelled grenade. 

rom;;~;~~;F;~J;;~;' F~~;th T recal/µ2-~r ~eritage 
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