
-· __ _ , . • • • . • • . _ . • . -- -,l\Hilaty age were caug~t -.m .lhe ':"t'.7"'~B~forei~~e ~~ame •l.nvolved · ni~e ·months "ago,"'. health '. ln''th·e~~;;c,~~, 
· ·"the -ist--cavalry D1v1s1on (A1rmob1le~ takes a- bnef rest s~· Ir t n es s of cordoning · and · · hamlet was very ·poor.''-sald Capt.• Dale ' Bergsten, head .or the ·· · .~ · ~ 

on his feet. The radio and telephohe opera,tor, from Co. unable to escape. . cMc action program or the 199th Infantry Brigade's 7th Support Bn. »·::-· 
D, . 1st Bn., 12tn Cav., is on ail operati01·~ ·near LZ Grant. . <:a~t. ,~,e;ci _J ·. P~-~:1.~ . ~-~m: _.,.._ .. , .. '.'The 111ajority .,of \}Je-:chlldren; for, example; had skin disorders .~':.-...:~;J~c:.:·~'f 

• • . . . • ·_. • ·.~ } .- > • • ·-- -· • • • • -···· • • of all sorts and ' many '.· suffered from various ·diseases, lncl11ding __ ' . .-: · .\:-j'!-
. " ~-,. -~"- · · · · : · ~ , · ·' "-: • i ::·. I ·.· .• .. ~ · - · .,,4 maln~1:1rlshme!}h\:!.J3ergste!l __ confinued. · ·-;:;:H~· ~·: ·~":''" ~~ ·t ,.· ...... · . .. , .. 1;,f , 

Un.It re' pa· •lf,5 . y•11a·1. ra.da·· f ;Sets buil:~n4:n~:itra:era:N~yh1fn c~: h~~'~t~ec~p~~r~~~r~d l:f~~~~~~,5c~~ 
. . C commander,'and the medcap team from the battalion's d15pensary 

_ . ' -- · . - . . . at C~mp ...fr~n;ell.Jones · began the deli_cat_IL.J>rocess of treating 
· · ; ·' · · · • the stck. · · . . . · 

. .... . . . -· -- --- · --. --
CHIC L.\I - Blades s" irling and body sw!lying. One of the few radar repair contact teams to 

a -chopper bril'fly touches earth, deposits two men provide direct support in Vietnam, the unit works 
and quickly lifts off a rEmote mountain lop in on America! Division radar sites . The six-man dc-
sou!hern J Co_r11s_-•• --., • ....:.........

1 
· · • . . · tachmcnt i~ commanded by CWO Joseph N. Ber-

. This Isn't a grouna a~sau t by Amer\can 501~.._ _ _.,_ . . 
diers. but the importance attached to the mission. Remarking that his team runs the-'gam-;;t-- rro.,:. 
of these men may be of even grl'atcr scop~;- climbing mountains to replacing delicate in-

The two '"intrepid" . soldiers are skilled radar struments. B~rna~ino n_ote~ t~:it "just ·reaching . 
technicians sent out by the S47th Signal Det. 1st some of the sites 1s a big Job. He a<llls that 't11~ • 
Log Commando, to repair a _yital component in, a ~en. who make . so~e 20 '"housecalls". ,r;nonthly; 
radar set t.iat helps defend a large area from ca.a reach ccrta :n sites only by choppl'r . 
'mortar and rocket attack . / The unit maintains its own shop supply and 

The u;iit. ailached to the SOth Gt'neral Support mc;ist of the nece~sary parts, but if an occasion 
Group's Sith Transportation Bn .. pro\·ides direct an~cs where a v1~al compo~ent Is In need. ,there 

.support to the entire counter mortar deft'nse net - 1rn t much or. a wait. . . . .. · 
wo·k in southcn I Corps . Almost an) needed !!em can eas1l) be red-bat-

• • . . -1 . . led"" through Da Nang Support Command supply 
'- The rad~r !Ill's . locat~d In strateg c po_sillon_s channels and . a short time later. be functioningih 

• from Da !\an., to Sa Hu? nh. feat,ure hig~l) -s~nsi- a radar set high atop a mountain . 
tn·e a.id fmel) -tuned cqu.pment ".th a uniqul' pur- The radar. can almost guarantee that rockets or 
pose. mortars cannot enter its sector without being de-

Fantast!c as it may seem . thest' sites can locate tccted . · 
an enemy rocket or mort.ar round_ in flight.. plot its In fact. the system is so thorough that radar 

"We're using · th·e philosophy ·or assistance~" Bergsten said. 
"We"re helping them. but we're not doing it for them. You might 
say our motto is, 'We help that ·they may help themselves.'" 

The chief of the hamlet, which has a population of 1,147, 
distributed applications for a nurse. ·Miss Nguyen Bach Hue, an 
attractive young resident, was selected for the job and sent_ to Bien 

.. Hoa Province Hospitarto become -a certified nurse. ---
.. ';She was selected because she displayed Intelligence and 

aggressiveness. Our selection was good, since she has taken over,". 
.. RO.rfl...fO.f Pn coit;J~.!.1W~ •• ~1......__ffi-1~___.._.__.____ ... 
!or aoctor. She s earnea tne lit e. _ · 

Dr. Merkle is .further training the nurse to diagnose other 
diseases · and provide medical treatment herself. · 

"We help where possible. However, for surgery and serious 
illnesses she mast refer the patients to the provincial hospital," 
Merkle ~aid . ".We have tried to avoid giving them the idea that 
we will always take care or them. It is best for them to become 
independent and learn to do it on their own:• · . 

Most or the inhabitants of the hamlet, located 15 m1l.e~ east of 
Camp Frenzell-Jones, .are refugees from the North and .w~dows of 
·ARVN soldiers killed In the war. During past TET olfens1ves, the 
hamlet has been subjected to considerable Viet. Cong h81'11ssment. 

"The VC used to go in there very frequently," Merkle ~al~ . . 
"But they haven't_ bee~ there for the past few months. This 1s 

launchlng-p()\;lt:on and direct artillery against the technicians haH picked up everything from rain-
rP~.Y : drcps to rain -soaked birds . In other words, sol-

To perform its mission . the delicate rquipment diers have a modified "Big Brother" looking out 

a good sign.". . . 
Merkle hopes to install a hamlet-wide lmn_iuruzation pr_ogram • . 

bringing those who have suspected tuberculos15 to a hospital for -
chest X-rays, ·and placing more emphasis . on dental hygiene and 

must be mainta ined in to_p condition . · · for them . 

'Grape' guida11ce? 
. . "f0i 

PL\STATIO:'\-H Sgt : Ralph M . . wb·s children ever ask 
him . .. \\"hat did you do in the war. Daddy? "" Daddy can tell them 
that onl' day ht' threw o\·er 150 goofy grapes and bananas . , 

In that particular day Wilson was not tossing fruit salad. 
but smoke grenades . In military parlance, "goofy grape"' and 
" banana:· rd er to the colors or smoke grenades ·violet and yellow 
respective!~ . . . . 

Durina the rt'cent building of a hre base in Tay Ninh Province. 
Wilson. a "Pathfinder from the 11th Arn . Gp ., 1st Cavalry .Division 
(Airmobile), played an integral role in the successful completion of 
the constructiQn project. · · 

He ™'d e .task of controllin g all flir traffic in and out of the 
emerging fi e ba se. a job involving the ' di~ection ·of 93 helicopter 

· sorties In eight-hour period . . . 
L identified bv smoke grenades , and that is why Wilson 

was thro~ing all those. goofv grapes and banai1as . . 
Weanng_ black baseball : caps to make them· easily identifiable 

from the air, ·Wilson and another Pathfinder directed . the giant 
Chin0-0k helicopter~ as t~flew in with cargoes or timber, sand-. 
bags, conc:ertina -..·ire, howitil!rs and vehicles. 

"A , ... '.""<'k can d•op its slim? cargo on a dime," said Wilson, 
-but th~ dime has. to be in the right place . Thal"s why v:e're here ." 

Besides coordinating the helicopters with . their proper landing 
zones . the Pathfinders were responsible for safety control and re­
ports or weatht> r conditions and enemy acti\·ity. in the area . . 

November 24, 1969 , 
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treatment. -> 

LINING UP his gun's sighting apparatus 
on aiming stakes, this soldier from the 25th 
Infantry Division adjusts the -howitzer's 
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Secirch uncovers ent!my 

Cordon cOl/ars-occult · VC 
CHU L\I - America! Di\·ision 

so Id i er s swept silently and 
quickly into the village. They 
didn't "·ant to alarm th<' dwel­
lers, nor did they want anyone 
~19v~ · - · 

It was an operation to cordon 
and search one of the mam· \'il­
lages which are suspected of 
hiding Viet Cong in the 19Sth 
Bde. arC'a of operation. Co. C. 
5th Bn .. ~6th Inf .. had been com­
bat assaulted into the area 20 
miles south of here before dawn . 

The infantrym~n had many 
vill~ges to chl'ck and they set 
about their work with(rapid effi­
ciency knowing tha soon the 
dri\'ing sun would halt them for 
a mid-da,· break. 

,, -----+he-vii'~had to be gath· 
ered together in a celltral me<'t­
ing point where they could be 

pany commander, explained the An ARYN civic affairs officer 
cordoning mission. "We enter distributes pamphlets, news. 
the village as quickly as possible papers and posters around the 
and gather the people up. It will village Ip warn the Ve that al-
depend on how many there are lied !orlies are protecting the 
as to whether we separate them, people and if they want to be 
or make one large group." safe they should rally to the gov-

"The village is under constant ernment : 
security while the questioning is "'Sometimes when entering a 
going on," Starr Sgt. Jimmie L. hamlet the people appear un-
Parker, a platoon sergeant. friendly, and not responsive," 
said. "We send out squad-sized, stated Purcell, "'but more often 
elements to keep the area se- _than not they are met with 
cure and scatter men along the friendly greetings_ and _smiles ___ _ 

- trails ·to ·keep alert - or -what is--That - alone makes the job or 
happening." searching a little easier." 

Hamlet receives aid 
questioned by members or the • · If h I South Viell1amcse 1\ational Po-

lic~he Questi.onin-g "in- ,-h-;f;t:st- 1 n-se ;;; e p~rog ra-m 
hamlet dtdn t take long before -- - - --- - · - - - t" 

,- _ ~• turning up fi\'e suspected VC 

•
J1~ sympathizers . Among th_:_n:____ _ _ . . . . 

~ { ·#- W...re - thrce females· v.-hoa ·dmtl - · AP B.\U-C-..\=Thel3Ucfclh1st hamlet here m Bien Hoa Provtnce 1s 
,.,., _ fJ J: tcd that their husbands were receiving assistance to fight disease and malnutrition through a Hill•~~ 1J J _:; i supporting the Communists with comprehensive program designed to leave the agrarian hamlet 

PAUSING AFTER a long daY, Pfc. Edward Benton of fo?d and supplies. Two in_en or medically self-sufficient. _ _. 
th~ 1st Ca~·a!r-..-' Division ( Airmobile) takes a- - brief re~t 1;l:)IHary age were caught m the "Before we became involved nine months ago, health in - the 

h · - f t Tti~ d · d I h ' s·w 1 rt n es s of cordoning and hamlet was nn· poor," said Capt. Dale Bergsten, head or the 
on ~~ Bee · '">tt- ra to _an te ep one _operator, from Co. unable to escape. ch·ic action program of the 199th Infantry Brigade's 7th Support Bn . 
D, Lt n .. l _t Cm .. 1s <'n an operation near LZ Grant. Capt. Reed J. Purcell , a corn- "The 11)ajority of the children, for example, had skin disorders 

t 

Unit repairs vital radar 1sets 
Clll' LAI - Bl3dcs swirling and body S\\'3y ing. On; cf ;he few radar repa ir contacl te3ms to 

a ·chopper br iefly touches earth . de po sits two men provide direct support in ViL'tnam. the unit works 
and quickly Lits off a remote mountain top in on America! Division radar s ites. The six·man de· 
southern I Co~ps ., · -·-. _ . - · .~ ·- _ ---~·- tachmrnt i~ command ed by CWO Joseph N. Ber-

This Isn't a ground a~sault by Amencan·-·;;01- · - ~-"'•nn . -----·------ __ . 
diers. but the importan ce attached to the mi ss io:i Remarking that his iearnrtins tile gamut from 
of these men may be of c\'en greater scope. climbin g mountains to rcplacing delicate in-

The two " intrepid " soldiers are skill ed- radar struments . Bernadino notes that "just · reachino 
technic!ans sent out b~· the 54ith Signal Det. 1st some of the sites is a big job ." He a<Rls that 111~ 
Log Comma ndo. to repair a ~:ital component jn, a '.:'en . who make . sor;'e 20 "housecalls" .~1onthly; 
radar set t~ at helps defend a large area from ca .1 reach ccrta :n sites only by chopper. 
'morta r and rocket atta ck. The unit maintains it s own shop supply and 

The u:iit. a t1<l'ched to the 80th General Support m~' t of the nccessa'ry parts. but i£ an occa~ l on 
Group·s Sith Transpo r tat ion Bn .. pro\'ides direc t ~rt ~ e s where a vtt.al component Is In need , ,there 
support to the entire counter mortar defen se net · t ~ n t much of a watt. 

·work in sou then I Corps . Almos t any needed item can easily be "rcd ·bal -
Th c radar >itcs. located in s trate gic positi ons led " throu gh Da Nang. Suppo~t Command s_upply 

r D ~ '!1 t S II h f t h' hl · channels and . a short ttme later. be functionin g th 
t r\~;"3 ., ; rin;i,~. t u~ e da C'a ~:~"m ~nte~- ~~e ::1 1\~ i n~·1·:cn~ ~: ~ a ~~ d a r s~t hi gh at?P a mountain . 

or all sorts and many suffered from various diseases, incl\lding 
malnourishment." Bergsten continued. 

\\' hile Bergsten and his ch·ic action team furnished materials to 
build a medical facility in the hamlet, Capt. Larry Merkle, Co. 
C commander, and the mcdcap team from the battalion's dispensary 
at Camp Frenzell -Jones began the delicate process of treating the sick. - ----- - -- - - - - --

"We're using the philosophy of assistance," Bergsten said. 
"We're helping them. but we're not doing it for them. You might 
say our motto is . 'We help that ·they may help themselves.'" 

The chief of the hamlet, which has a population of 1.H7, 
distributed applications for a nurse. Miss Nguyen Bach Hue, an 
attractive young resident, was selected for the job and sent to Bien 
Hoa Province Hospital to become a certified nurse. 

·· "She was selected because she displayed intelligence and 
aggressiveness. Our selection was good. since she has taken over," 
r;;.r'lfd~lor·. 0 ~..1he·;· ~3~·rieif'Chi;tiile.~· ..._~_...., __ _,_ - ~-·- - - -- -------
. Dr. Merkle is further training the nurse to diagnose other 
diseases · and provide medical treatment herself. · . 

"We help where possible. However, for surgery and senou.~ 
illnesses . she must refer the patients to .t~e provmc1al hospital, 
Merkle said . "We have tried to avoid gtv1ng them the tdea that 
we will alwa\'S take care of them. It is best for them to become 
independent and learn to do it on their own." . 

Most of the inhabitants of the hamlet, located 15 mtlc~ cast of 
Camp Fren zell -Jones . . arc refugees from the North and widows of 
ARVN soldiers killed In tile war . puri~~ ~~st. '!:~!- ~f!~:1_:_:::..the 

- -'.!-


