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,elps--hold-~di.stnc 
NII PllUOC-Rcccnt successful joint operations are bringing 

- -;:;; .. inc•~•sed cooperation between the 2nd Bn., i7th Inf., and Binh 
'- - Phm>~ District officials . " · -- -

· The District Headquarters and Camp Pa thcr, the southern-

t Cobra saves 
most . U.S. infantry battalion base camp in Vietnam, occupy opposite 
ends of this village. . " 

"We are engaging in joint operations with .the district on several 
levels : infantry operations, artillery support, · intelligence gathering 
and ch;c action projects~" said Lt. Col. James W. Rowe, the 
battalion commander of the 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, unit. downed cre,w 

In past weeks, the district forces and. the American infantrymen 
have collaborated on airmobile and night' patrolling operations which 

the area . but Vierra kept up the have been erreclive in keeping enemy- activity at a minimum in CU CHI - Under circum- were . both ·hit in their right legs . 
' =-:.__1- -'s tances _:_thal--sound_:like - the The LOH falil'red. hit the 

I 

\' I 
' I 
I 

script for an adventure movie , ground. and rolled over on its 
men~( D Troop, 3rd Squadron, kft side . 
4th ,Cav., 25th Infantry Division. Immediately, Spec. 5 Charles 
found themselves in a frying pan - D. Vierra, crew chief on the 

.of fury, but were able to make LOH. pulled the two wounded 
their way out and at the same men from the downed craft and 
time open the door to complete helped them to safety in a near-
destruction of an enemy base by bomb crater . All the while, 
·camp. . the men were under enemy 

While im·estigating indications small arms fire . 
that enemy were nearby. a light c Vierra returned to the air-
scout · team consisting of a light craft, took out his M60 machine 

"Observation helicopter and ' a gun and animo, and -set up a 180-
Cobra gunship were hovering degree field of fire facing the 

- over a-section deep in the Ho Bo enemy. . 
Woods . · . In the meantime, Sinclair left 

Suddenly the low flying LOH the crater. found an LZ about 20 
received fire . The pilot, Capt. yards away, and waved th e 
Thomas H. Sinclair, and Capt. Cobra in for a landing . The Viel 

-----Wayne-A.-White,-the_obs~.~-~-Cong.Ke..te_holle [ing _;rnd rushing 

., 

suppres~ive fire . th~ area . · · ---
After dumping its rockets on '"We don't have a set number of joint operations scheduled, 

the enemy base camp, the Cobra but some tactical situations call for U.S. and Vietnamese forces 
touched down . WO Larry E. to work together," explained Maj. McKcnna Mahoney, the MACV 
Bruce leaped from the Cobra senior advisor to the distri<;l. r.,,/ · 
and helped Sinclair unfasten the "Having t_he district nearby , i_t -:a great_ asset. It _allows both 
doors and free the ammunition of us an increased flexibilily_in ·our operations because we can 
pods . The ship took three hits call on additional troops for reinforcement " and support," said 
while on the ground. Maj . Georrery Tem'pleton, the battalion executive officer. 

Aftei:_.s.ome confused minutes Indirect fire support is .'aiSo --cfosely coordinated between the 
of shuffling . all of the men local U.S . and Vietnamese artillery units with both sharing the 
reached the gunship. Enemy fire re_sponsibility for supporting allied ground operations in the area. 
was constant, and Vierra kept Perhaps the most active jo,int effort has been through pacifica-
the suppressive fire from the lion programs . . 
machine gun steadily blazing "The aid of the battalion has been. invaluable in our errorts to 
until he ran oµt of ammunition . complete the pacification of Binh Phuoc," said L1-:-Nguycn Van 

Bruce loaded the men into the Giup, who is responsible for picking prim-e areas for the civic 
gun well of the chopper, which -· action projects. "By working toge.ther we can use all of our re­
lifted orr. leaving the surprised - sources to · do our job more erreclively ." 
enemy for 2nd Bde., 25th In- ·"Through this concept of te.amwork, ;we can get the job done," 
fantry Di\·ision . s~ldiers . . said Mahoney.' 

Device etects hidden-foe ---· --------- ._c 

Night action ki/Js .28 N'VA 
FB BUTTONS-A flash of · machine gun fire 

from the black jungle below began a five -hour air­
to-ground battle in which 28 NVA soldiers were · 
killed by ·air cavalrymen 10 ·miles northwest of 
Song Be in the Isl Cavalry Division (Airmobile) 
a rea of ooerations . ' "' 

. . . i 
Be while tube artillery from FB Buttons and Dori 
pounded the .enemy. 

"We went back to the area to see if artillery 
had made any dire<:l hits, but when we came in 
at tree top level, the NVA opened up on vs again," 
said the mission commander. 
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.. · . .. _PJlU_lllEP :i~~~f plitliis : ~ i:aris!an •Parish: Whil~ was: · Q'!ang Nga.; Th~~. ~~~ j~ly -O~K -• 11 

· have long_ . be~lf~ced with- the-. -. . hving-:-m-Europe~the~Erench_, ..:.this__Y-ear;~;he. came to. Tu~ ~oa, 
· problem of.. ~Jlin~ from- on~--were- d_efeated . at Dien. Bien Ph~ .. :: ___ w_here he is .~urr~tly:- pr~ncip~I- -
c_hap~l to - ~n.~~:r m ?rder to _· T_he -- G~neva.:_Accords of 1954 ct1- .· of .the _locail. Ro_nian Catholic high . . . 

· PX:O":i~e · - reh~~ts- service~ · .for . vided _Jhe .. count_ry . at_ the. l~th schooL ~ - _ · - . · . ·-·" · :: ·-~-- -- ---,-:--~-' l)~ar-Sho 
-s_?ldi~~· . .. . \~M- ... ·. , .. · .. P-aral~el · . . · l) u ~in g . th~ -- da~, . Father . . much to ta~( 

·. This situatl<>n~,has been some- · Residents from-both .. the-South · . Chuong- teaches Enghsli: at the ·Could you!* 
~what~ - r~li~ve~~~T~y-Hoa-art<J North were allowe.d ao·o days sc_fiool, in a_ddition- ~o his. duti~ .· · pe!,-anth·ow 

area, · which '( includes __ tne- 268th-- to-cross the parallel if they so. · at · the Tuy Hoa Roman Cathohc Br1gad~j -
. Aviation Bn. 9£ the 17th Avhition desired.~fie~ · Chuong ·and··his- . Church ,,_ Sunday . ·nights,~b..e'-~ele-. ___ .· F~~t of . 
. Gro~p -- (Combat}, · thanks · to the _family chose . to . move to the brates a mass · at the ~hu Hiep ."Sliort Time1 

·_ services of ··Father Peter Vu~ south. . . . -.. ·. . . . Ariny · Airfield · Chapel fOrU.S. · don't care to 
V~n-ru Ch1,.10ilg, a .Roman Catho- Father _ Chuong spoke fluent -- ,servicemen. ··· . " · .· . . · · ness. The w1 

. ljc priest from Tuy Hoa; ' ·French and Ita1ian when he re- . Father Chuong'-voluntary sac- ·-1ems lnvolye 
· Father Chuong is ,.qriginally tti~ne~o Vi~tnaI:n in 1960, and .· fifice of his time in order to see . yaur monke) 

· from Ninh Binh, iµ the. ·Red Riv: ~h~ soon began to pick · tip Eng- · to th~ spiritual needs of .the. men heaUb clean 
er : DeHa regi01i on the cQast, 7~isn,:..thoi.igl{fjenever- had· the op:. - · ·. stationed in the . Phu Hiep area lnd~ed a {>ro 

.· miles ·south ot Hanoi, in North . porttmity-to study it formally. helps to create another bond be- . ov~r several 
Vietnam. . . _ · . _ . · Fath'er Chuong would like to · 'tween . the people of our two.. several alrlb 

---1-In-1-952, .while the French-Viet return· and ·serve a paiish in- . countries. The Phu Hiep Chapel ·· In no case c 
:.. - Minh. war was stiII raging, . Fa- ·Ninh Binh~· : but until . ·.that" ·· oe- . serves men from the 268th Avia- . · _ * 
-:~.- ther Chu~ng · traveled to Rome to . ·comes: possible, he-is-servill-fHlS--tion Rn ., Headquarters Com_- · J?,e

1
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--'-Study.-fo~the-prieslho · . . . l tee riest aidin ·an any, the· 134th Aviation Co. , the· tlon.. wa~ 
· r~ceiving hi~ deg~ee- 1n. Div~nlty, bishop · ·who-requests. him. In · 180~h viation. o. and the 355t~f kthd~ 
- he~ecame an assistant priest- in.. 1966, he _administered a parish in Aviation .Co. · ., . ~~th I~f~!~~ 
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