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:: :~· Salem 'ffiail gathers memories for family of missing Vietnani:pilot :'.. < 
!1..h: . . : + . ~ . ' , 
i~ :; • • . . \ • . . ' • . ~ ,. J ,,.: ' . ' r ·~· 

ii\.~!::"'. ' FORWARDTHIS '•,f·r . .:::· ,• ·'l ··· ' {, .. "' CAPI LYNN I ' • ' . , 
• ~ • f.: J •· t• • ~ ! I 1 1 • I_•' ·, ''\ 

. ' . • ,. 1, I J ! , 1 •. 
I ' 

~. ~ .: • - · • · , ' ' ,Fred Thompson purchased a J• • · · 1 
' • • 

. t~, ·~ . , ; ~· I limited-edition print by aviation J1 I• It. I I 

l
· ~ .. , ·.: • "•. · ·• 1 artist Joe.Kline that d.epicts a UH-1 
' • ~ ~. . , • , , , • Huey helicopter mak~g ail extrac-

• • , ' · ·· . tion of a Special Forces team oper-r ~ ~ ,i, . • • I • I • \ . ating "over the fence" durmg the 
'!.·~=··· · ·· ,.,.·. VietnamWar. •1.! i • • •. • l , , Thompson had it signed and customized with 
I 11 • , , • : • .\~ • hand-painted aircraft markings, a red diamond 
~l 1, , , •. -~ • • , , , ' o~ t~~ tail boom rep~esel}ting the lOlst Airborne, 
'! 1 ; : 1 ~ 19 • < ~- ,'. .' '. J?ivis1~n and the serial number 15255 on the ver-l ~, • . . , , . , tical fm. 
, •. ' 

1 
• • t ' , • • • It was a gift for the family of Gerald Woods, a 

1'•' -. , .. • l · ' • , t: . Salem pilot who was killed when his helicopter 
14·(• : ,, 1 · • •. · , ,wasshotdownFeb.18,1971neaftheLaosborder. 
/::~ .. t :A• ·. .. • ,. ... "It!s a very accurate description of what Ger-
•i 4;;' . ~ , ald waif doing that day," said Thompson, who 
Id . '. · ' · . · served with.Woods in A Company, lOlst Aviation 
i: · ' ~ ~ ~ · : • 'Battalion, ·an element of 1the 101st Airborne that 
'~ · ' ; ' ' , , : ·supported highly classified opeit,ations through-

r • f '!' ' · · '. , ~ 1 , • • 'QUt Sou,lieast Asia. "When I lo{>R at this, I'd say 
11 l:',' I 

1 
; • • • « .. l it:liat'irnboupwo minu~e~ 1byfor~ he died.:' / , 

· • .. '. • ' ; , I ·• • • • 'Fhorhpson was hon;ie on leave at the tune, and 
~ l ~I ' I 'l : . " • ... r. • ; W.oods' \ body was never recovered fr.om the 
-·~~·~ •.·· 1 , . ' 1 Cljash site. If i~ had lfoen and Thompson would 
,: . , t ' • , ~ ,. ' , I \ J .._ 1: 1 1 I! t . \p I '• F . ' 
,. • .· : I • • ... ~ee p'~OT; Page'4D . • 
~~1: t • · ··. -,· ..... 1"·i ~ ;. ' • 
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PHOTOS BY ANNA1RE~D1/ STATESMAN JcplJR~Al '. , • j ! • . ; 1 ' • j ' , i , '; ' ' f 
Yvonne SandefS holds a chalk drawing of her 6rother 1 i 1

, • • i · . 1 ' 1 ' 1 4 
1 
• 

Gerald Woods io her Silverton•home on~Th11rsda~1 May · 'l 'd If · 1 
1 

' 4 • 
1 

• ! •; i. . ~ ',, , . 
. 21. Woods' remains were never return~ to the'(ilf\1i1Y ' .. ! : ' , . 

1 
• • ~ • 'l · i 1 • i I; l ~ ·· 

·• after his helicppt'er went down ·~uring the Vietnil!'l War. . ' • , ~' • ' , j. 1 . : , 
1 

, 1 • ·; 
(ABOVE) Vietnam veterali Fred TJl'ompson collect~. • , I I J 1 • • • ' • 

1: • i ~I; I;( 1 . . · medals earned by Atmx 11)/arran' Officer Geral~ W09dsr '<\ ', • (. t ! I''. ( r ; : • I: '. 1 • .:. I 1 •: , 
Salemnative: beforehedi~d ·whenhishelicopte~was f • ' 1.,L1•_1.L< 1 •• • .• i,·" •,._• . ' b • , 11 I • I • I •• • I 1 ' 
shot down in 1971. Woods ody was nev.er recoverj!(f. ' ' 1 I 1 ' . 4 " ' •rt 1 • ' , ~ 1 '} " • 

Thomps9~ P.re~ent~ the mecJal~ and other memotabjlia j 'f • : I • ~ !J~ ( i ~: • ; • : ' . i~i I~~ fl ~ : ; 
toWoo.ds family. . , , 1 t • , 1 1 .,I t 1 .. ,\rf1 t ·i f. 

I ; · • , I 'l • 'I I .. t'·'••··'···•.i .. , •.•.• 'f-1ltj'ffl, I 'l•t' ·4.':J 
,,., 1.f '·l t'i./·I •• I 1·1 • • ',t,·l1"tt1 ·~·f'f 
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