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·Almost two centuries ago 

the Declaration of · Inde­
pendence was set for th by 
representati\·cs of the thir~ 
teen American co Ion i es. 
Born with this document 
was a new nation and a 
new concept-that all men 
ha\·e the right to be· free 
and t o choose their own 
form of go\·ernment; and 
that it is the.clut',· of a gov· 
cmmenLto_p r o t e c t the 
fr~hts of the people S':amst 
all thre.;ils,. This blueprint 
for de~cy drawn up by 
our Founding Fathers is a 
le;acy that America has 

... . """--'-

hut, Vietnam - ,-- July _1, 1967 

25th 
.given the"' world. General Palmer 

·· units;'-Officer ~wini~-ss 
Freedom for the United St.ates of America was won 

by citizens willing to sacrifice their wealth, their homes, 
R!ld their very li ves. It is an inescapable truth that free­
dom demands a willingness of individuals to make any 

· l'..'lcrifice to preserve it. Our American ,soldiers in Viet-
nam know this full well. - ~ 

On this Independence Day of 1967, all Americans can 
feel only pride fo r our men whose selfless courage and 
derntion to duty are demonstrated daily on the field of 
battle. So long as our country is blessed ..,,.;th-su-:h citizen­
~oldiers, we Americans will enjoy the "life, liberty, and 
pur:;uit of happiness" held so precious by our forefath ers: 

CHU LAI, (196th INF-IO) ..:.... · yards south of Tucker's posi-
Firsl Lieutenant Billy J . ·Tuck- lion. · 
er, 196th Light Infantry Brigade, "We had gone about 1500 
who led his pla tocn to the aid meters through unbearable Jun-
or an American unit pinned gle when the platoon on our lrrt 
down by a well -cntrl'nchcd Viet ran smack Into a \'iel Cong posl· 
Cong force , was recently award- lion," said Tucker. "My front 
cd the Silver Star. clement also came· under bea•·y 

· Tucker's 3rd Platoon. Com- fire and I .made an attempt l-0 
pany A. 4th Battalion. 31st In- maneuver one squad up on line 
!antry . was moving north with lo try to break up the \'C 
the rest of hi s company when , ·,rntage point. 
it was ordereci to ·go to the aid · "With the rest or my platoon 
of clements or the Is\ Battalion. securing the ri~:n !lank , I took 

Bruce Palmer Jr. 
L!etiteriant ·ceneral, USA - -
Deputy Commanding Gen. 

27th Infantry , 25th Infantry Di- a fi\·e-man lire team and ru ~h cd 
-·- • vi sion . -- The · Wolfhounds - were - one of · the -vc · bunkrrs,- hoping 

c oppers 
Plaster 
VC Uni·;· 

1.0:-.;1. TJl .\:o.;ll, (~th l'ff-10) 
- An l':-.timatcd pl ~1toon-sizcd 

·«.'twmy rorct• _ 'which h ~?d su r­
round ed a smal l St h ln fnn lrr 
Di,·ision patrc l. " ·ns mauled in 
H :rnmm r ockt.• t 3nd mini · g~m a t­
tat.·k by \ \ \ O Crusader gunships 

l" l't'l'llti~·. \ 

Duri1ig th e OIH'·sid ·:d b~ltle, 

t ltt.• ;.!round n ·1...·u 11 ~1ai~s~rnl't.' lt.•am 
kilkd t11 o t'tH·my and 'aw an 
t'111 ·111y 'quad of abo11 1 10 ab,n rb 
d ~ rt't"I hit s from 2.i5-i rh.:h ro <.· k­
<'i.~ and th t• n1in :·;.!U1h. T he 
}\mt.•ricoll\S :-.ufft•1-vd IHl t·~1·rna l -

pinned down approximatcly 300 to force tlw ~cng to break con· 
- -- ·-·- ~· - -- · ·· ···--
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- Ti;~ - -z.~ ;;~~"r~' · ~,-, ~~ h; ;, -rr-~ m ONE DOWNED-Men of C Tr?Op, 1st Squ'ldron, 9th Ca:valry, l~t Cava,lry Division 
n ·Troo ,_ Jrd Ht•l'on ~' :iadrnn. rus~ t<? the '"Te:kai:;e of. a _helicopter. shot down by machmegun fire. Rad10man at left 
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11 ~ mamtams contact w;th c1rclmg gunships. (Photo by Sp5 J. P. Morgan, 1st CAV-10) ~l 1 .\rmon•1 (:I\ a r~. sl·ram 1 t•u 

u11d f·i\ c.• m imnrs bll'r \\tn• 
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. tact' before dark. We wiped out 
the position but the VC refused --. 
to gjve up. They still had the 
platoon on the left pinned down. 
,We tried to swing around to gi\·e 
the other · platoon ·support; · but 
the jungle was extremely thick. 
In order to keep from shootin·g 
each other, we were forced to 
hold back." 

Finally the \'C broke conlaet, 
allowing the relief force to con· 
tinue toward the Wolfhounds. As 
they mov~ out, the infantrymen 
found three -deaa VC and cap-

-lured several weapons:--- :-----
Because or the fast-approach- . 

Ing darkness, the force was or· 
dered to pull bark lo a nearby 
road and wait lmtll mornlni: be. 
Corr continuing. "It was rrally 
dark out lht're," said Tucker: 
"You couldn't src thr prfson ~-­
nrxt ta you. Wr had to form a 
sort of 'dalS\' chain' whcrr the 
men held on to t'arh otbrr's 
packs. I stlil don ' I know how 
·we madelno ihi"roadwlthauf - ----:-
losing anybody." .. 

The ronipanit•s mo\'l'd out 
early the m•i.:t morning "ith' 

-Tucltrr's-ph1toon.'....in-the--1<'alh-. ---­
They recci.-C'd sporadic fire all 
through the day. but no major 
contact was piadt'. "Then just 
--- (Conlinurd on Back Pagr) · 

Ccfmmand 
Marks-


