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i:?l6lJJJt8oA if!!S~-- ~l;l'UJ 0 ,e~St lf 0']1Qtil~G~ le>!::.'-~-~: 
-:Air-Assa . ~e¢ - Fornier -~ls =Sgt .., 

-!Jn-· a'Pe~'d' ~·0.11 --- _LONG_l!l~ll, _(.!JSARV·IO)_:-:_ .med!all'JLJo_the._:Iron _t~n_leadcr_ocdered _Dolby - to __ . f 1 The Congressional~!Nlat or Six n~embe~s of the platoon w1thd:~w the forward elements 
Honor has Ix-en presented to were killed instantly. and a to rejoin the platoon. 

. . . Sgt. Da\'id C. Dolby for his number Wt're wounded, including Despite the continuing, inten~e 
CHU LAI, (1st -A VN-10)-0peration Benton, a aclions while as~ign~d to the th_e platoon lt'ader. enemy fire; Dolby positioned 

multi-battalion combat as..c:ault force from the America! 1st Ca\·alry Di•is10n_ in 19G6. . Aware_ th_e platoon lt'ad~r was . a~le-bodied men to CO\'er the 
D' · · . ·1 ced I. 1600 fiahting men irtto fierce Dolby was serving as .a crltkall:y \\Ounded and his pla- withdrawal of the forward el~._ 

IVlSIOn, I? a near .Y " • machinegunner with Company toon \\·as In a precarious ~ltua· ments, assisted the wounded to 
ground ac.t10n <?n the. first day of the opera hon. . · B, 1st Battalion. 8th Cavalry lion, Dolby mond the wounded the ne~· position, and he,· alonr, 
.. Massive amnob1l_e ~ults p~a~e<l. and _staged by when his platoon. while adrnnc· men to sarety and dl'ployed the attacked. enemy positions until 

the 14th Combat Aviation Battalions five assault heh- ing tactically, suddl!Illy came rf'mdlndcr of the platoon to his ammuniton was expended. 
copter companies contributed O\·er 60 ail'('raft during the und••r intense .fire r.:om _the rngage the t'nem}:- . Replenishing his ammnnlloa 
fost day of Benton. That day, 637 h~re-flo idae Im- Subsequently, his dying pla· he rcturnrd lo the arl'a of most 
Ji[ling lhe combat troops and - - - -- · Intense action and single-ban . 
259 tons of . cargo. . . t'dly kill~ three enemy ma· 
· Assistant S'.3 ortk~r of tht" 1st \ j ' ·~.;.\ chlncgunners while neutralli-

A ,·talion Brlg'ade uni~. Maj. l}{'r- .. ~ _ .. __ . . ""' .~ _, _ -:~ ,:. Ing the rnemy fire. 
aid Smith, railed It 'by far the :, -4:~ ~ 11· 0 ,! ,- ,•, , -~ ·-,, . ~- This allowed friendly elements 
most ro~plh:atc.d ~s~aull opera- . __ •:-' -f-i'.._ _; :~. . / : .! r· J. ,:-_~~·· . , _,A ,.-· ~<~t~·1'. ,} 
tlon wc ,.e . run. ' !i-.,., / . ~,? ~ --1 -. ~I.!· . . • ~ ... r._ . . , _ ... 7"" ~- ·· /~ . 

· Final figures showed the Hth ~ :·~ .. __ ,_. \":' <'.. ~!, ,:-"' "-~· , ..... . /' ~· " / ~~ .. ~~~ 
had lifted 12 . ~56 men and 2~6 E ~, y\ ilfP - -.IJns-of cari:O.-ltoY:ii-·iR""Or:liours. --TH --A-R !: 
and e\·acualed 48 casualties. · 

1 In addition. the battalion's . • ( • 
gun~hips had been credited with . , .' 
'49 Viet Cong killed and 125 enc-

' 

m ,. st1·uclures dl'slrnved. . . 
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:;;;i~)~~~osuW~d5~d~~~i~~i~~~~~~: -==-,~ __ .--··-·:--:-_--_ _____ ,_---~ ---- _ ____ • ____ 1 __ 
tclli~ l'nCt' sources_ieported th<' Just .i,•=e Countr'' Practice art'a w·as . " .heanly _ saturatl'<l K · .. I_ · . f 
with anti·aircraft po,;iti9ns and · .: 

.. ~ .. n'~~~,.:ut~;~~~~c ~~fg,~n\~n- Says Ne· °iA 1 . Zealand Doc· to·r cerned the fh;:ht lratlers was 1'_1' . 
the cxtr~mc care taken Jo pre- . - · ·-- · · --:-- ------ _ 

Yent aerial r c:co~naissanC<' of GIA cn.\u, Osr· CA \'-IO)- (hau, acllng as Interpreter and 11· rmc;~ Fo1·ccs presently se1-ving 
the LZs hr anatrnn cor_nmand- "Out here. it's similar lo a small assistant, the doctor trcal~ cases in 'hetnam. The . two othc~s 

· - .. .-,s. - O·n·l y _,po11er-1ype_- a1.rplam•.s · country practice back homt'. One or malaria. tuhcrc_!!l<J_'ls._ ,.-o_rms, . ope_r~le _ ?_ J:i_r_gc! ___ d_'.:"."cnsar~ 
had flown the o~rat1onal an•a set's a few patients in the dis- t.rachoma, and typhoid. Re has Song Son. . __ ;, 
the day bdore so ... as not to )X'nsary and makes some house al<o ~ecn _a ~cw c~ses or plagu_e. Gi:aham, . an Air F~rce reserv:e 

. ___ arouse :...cnemy ....5U~p1cion .. or _t_h~ . - ~"· ·"----- ,<;..nmisl\'-1-U-Patw.nt.s-.are....l::=L .I1..L~oluntee1 ed for his 
a-;s:rnlt . . . . . Squadron Leader Ro rt in. I e 1>pcn~ , , ._· .. . . , . ', . .. , r .. ~n_: _1e am . . o 

All ~s "ere picked b) map .ham. Royal New Zealand Air During the afternoon, the doc- his ··1wo -_assistants, Sgt. Keith · 
~c-onna1~~:1nce 1111d venfied ~)- Fci·ct', is -1he only doctor in tor makes his. house calls. - lie .Hollis . and_- Flight - Sergeant- Pat - -th ·n k . . __ 
ia!antry battaho~ commanders Sou'th..__ Vietnam's lloai An Dis· ,·isits lloai An's two maternity Larter. . on ~ an_ . to .ad,ance on the . 
a_nd mission anallon lcade~s trict. a"imilc 1'icc-growing ar,•a homes, several hamlets where When Graham arrived in Viet- enem> po5illon. . ~-
ndmg in lhe sa me choppt'r on m•ar the coast of central South rt'gular patients reside. and re- nam. he worked for two months . Dolby defied tlie ~nemy fire 
ti1e day of the a~sault. Vietnam . . fugee settlement area' where at a dispcn~ary in Phy My, by 1>_er~onally carrying a seri- , 

.Once on approa~~ to lhe _~e- In ·a three-room dispensary Montagnartls han~ ~et up small sou~h or lloa1 An . Then he _was ously _v.ounded soldier_ to -~her_~ 
1eckd LZs, c~ndillons _proHd here, Graham secs · oHr ;o commlmitics of their own. assigned to set up the Hoa1 An he could be treated. 
less than dcsirahl,-. \\h:l_e a patients a daY : With the district Graham is one of three doctors Dispc•nsary. Then, returning Ill the .rorward 
command and . control 1: - hcop· dispensary chief, Tran l\linh of the Royal Kew Zea I and Palienls were slow tn ellme at area, Dolby c.-awled though 
kr was _marking all LZs for I ·-· · first. but after word of his work withering fire to within flfly 

1Conlinuro on Baek Pa;;e.) .. "· ''" ·"·~ ~""'"';,,.~,,,·~• '" ' ·""' ... ... , -· c ·:<···~··' "'"'°"". "'"··"""''"·" · .. ~ .. , • ...,., ......... , ... "' "" got around, mflre and more peo- yards of the enemy bunkers and 
pie began show·ing up. Whrn he threw smoke grenades to mark 

Trooper 
Slips Past 

·' 

lours the \·lllages and the re· them for air st1ikes. 
settleml·nl areas now. he ls Although repeatedly under fire 
greeted with smiles ayd waves at close range from enemy 
of recognlllon. snipers and autonµtic " 'capons, 

Although Viet Con~ forces Dolby directed artillery fire on 
ha(e committed acts of terror- the encmv and succeeded In 
ism in the area, tht'y ha1·e never s)l!nclng 

0

sc,·eral . enemy .,.·ca· 
tried to disrupt Graham 's work. pons. · · ---·---- .. 

Some 15 Vil'tnaml'se. as~istants The sergeant is currently sta· 
trained by the l'ie-..· Zealand tioncd al Ft. Bra;:;: . l".C ., wh1 ~re 
team-fl{)w-helJ>-FUn-1-h~' · · ed to the !!:!nd Air· 

Snipers l~''"''. l 
n ; Clll, (1.'ith 1\T·fO)-Cau)! ht . 

betwet'n two lines of fir~ and 
a'one. PFC John Miles. armed 

. "'ith an M -16. era wild. crept, 
and ran thrOU:!h flooded riee 
paddies and jungle hed:~erows 
until he reached the sarety of 
his unit's perimeter. 

Miles \\:;tS the first man orr 
the kad riHr a~sault group 
<RAG) boat aHer it hii the shore 
of the Saigon Ri\'er 15 miles 
north of · Sai g1Jn. · '-

Compariy C. 2nd Battalion. 
Hth Infan(•y had mo,·ed do.,.·n 
river· to form a blocking force 
for other 2.3th ln!a11try f,)iYision 
elements which· were p11shini an 
unknown sized cnem ,. force east 

_ .. tO\\·ard the.river. • 
As 1'1llcs Hachcd a point ~ 

yards Inland, the RAG- boa\;; 
ta~ aader hea\-y rockf>t and 
anlemalk wrapons nre from a 
Jungle lhld;et just heyond him. 

- . .....Thc_Uctna mr:se __ f19HI 1_<1 __ c....-c:im.·_ 
n~r gu·e the order to pull 
badr. t.lo tbe rinr. 
Th~ men who had made it 

. - ashore scrambled brck aboard. 
--- "-'-{'X~p~-.Miles, who failed to 

hear the shouts because of the · 
¥Unfire. 

"I ~aw the boats pull away.'-' 
--related .Jililc.s. -.'..'..so J . took tonr 

(CoeUaued Otl Back Page) 

; 

ry and maternity ~om cs .• ·· -- borne Di>ision. 

-Silent ;Pat.rol -Calls In 
Gunships On VC Patr_pl 

---: DlJC -Pi10·; °(fOlst " A.Bl\-10)=- " Absiilufe .. silcn'i:c -U'as ; ncccs: ... · 
The sun had set. shrouding the sary. A cough, rattling of e<1uip- .. 
Song Ve Valley _ in darkness . A men!, or e\-en a su<ld('.n move: __ _ 
squad of paratroopers from the rrient in the under~rowth could 
IOlsl Airborne Division crept alert the VC. 

· across a ril'e paddy. hoping to Wiison, "'bisperlni: almost In· 
reach their ambush l)()Sitions be· · audibly Into the radio, called In 
fore the 'moon eculd come _out . ~nshlps. Soon, the_ men could 
and gh·e away their p<isition. bear the hum of approaching · 

As they ncarc<!_a tree ~ine_, the _hellcoplcrs~~!!_e .. ch~.p-~rs ---···· 
· soldiers~ r.~om !lie 2nd BaHahon, reacht'd the area aiiilnonrro · 
327th Infantry, could hear the 01·crhead, a narc droppcd Jrom 
Viet Cong talking and mo\'ing one and Ut up tlie area . . .- .. 
around. The paratrooi><'rs rcmainl'd 

Stal£ Sergeant Shdby L. '."'II· low in the ditch to avoid dclL'c· 
son, the squad leader. cautiously lion as the gunships rah-d th~ 
led hls n;icn around the enemy· tree Unes and rice · paddie~ .. · 
A5 they approached anolher tree Th h 1 J--' for 8 half 
I h h d . I - e c oppers c re "" . Int, t cy ear more \ o ccs. h d · fla ~ raking 

Th · . · i a • and an our, roppmg r, .,, 
e moon was ns n., IJOw, Ith h' Ii.re ro,.•·ct• · . · . · .... h ,.. mac inl'gun . , .. ·•• MEN AND BARB" Tw 9th Infantry ·Division soldiel'!I . P,..assm~ . minute mcreascu t e d d . - ... ·- .. - . 

. <>-
0 

• ~'Sil:i1hty of dlsconry: The men an grena es. - --· ~ -. -
wait for the order to move out on a rught ambu~h patrol. llad no choice but 10 hide in a Finall)', the last flare d1t'<l 
The two m~ are members of th~ 2nd .Battalion, !>0th welkonccalcd ditch n<'ar a trail, out and the choprx·rs _1..r1 :~: ~ 
Infantry station~ .Reill' Tao Tru 1n-I.ong-An-P-r-0vmce.- llotLnUT"l!ltran-1~r4;.Jr<rnHh ~h patrol to await 

· (Photo by Sp4 Gary Bipes, ·9th INF-IO) ~nemy. - iunmr. 

"> 
- -·- ----,;;:--- . ;_ 
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;v.t\cuATIONd@ickly-10adi.Dg_9j_Q._!!1fa;;t;y-:"'Division:-p;tients;"·-sp5·-. H;;hert-c:··nc;ilaldso'ri'· guides 
IEDEVAC helicopter.--~- ._ .. : .~--·- -:----'"--:---~-- . · --....:_- ----.-~;:-- '-=-----~- ---------~-·-·-

~perating 57th·.·Med11Flyirl9 AnlblJIOnce1 

on . Hie · . BREATH OF LIFE · 
. ___ , _ -~---:-D~-:1..1!!!~!.~.P.S-.,...~a 

I 

I 

- ~. Dustoff · · ::Ch~opper--· CreW_]~~erf orms_:_El11~~rg« 
. . LONG BINH, (USARV-10)-The s~ortest _dis ' a 11 tt> bvt11 c· 1·11 

points. is a slr'!ight line. ~his geo_mctn~ l~eo~f~1. i> IJL·i 11 o; cmpl 
by the Army to save the hves or its men rn . ;111i. 

· Helicopter ambulances, known as dustorrs. ai_e_ till: .-\ rn1 _, .. , '" ' 
prove- this -pl·opos.ifion:·· ·· - --- • - ·) 

Dustorr hclicopfl'rs. on call 2-1 hours a da~-, n p,~y;1_ 1_ ,. siek 
wounded . from forward an·as ' to wrll-rquipprd ho.;pitals and 
minimum amount of timr. · 

Specialist Five llcrbL·1-t C . . Do11aldso 11 is a mrd'-c: with the ori ~ 
--Do~f--unit-in-Vi t'lnam .-the 6~U1-.Ml'.di<.:aL.Gr up ' s 51th Mt' < 

Detachment Helicopter Ambulan<:t'. · 

:~-~.-\: ~ .. .:"3 
. . ~· ...... ~ . ~-·~··· .- · """!·:....~ .• _ .. ·:--::-.•"":"";.,: :: • 

COMING ABOARD-Hovering 200 leet above thethick jun~e canopy, crew-chief Sp5 Charles ,V. 
Al~en helps an Anny of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) s dier off a hoist into the MEDEVAC 
helicopter. · - -- -· · · ---- · -

/ 
~~""'"""''"""~"""~------.... ~~~ 

' ' l\Iy job is to check th!' patirnts we pick up, gh·e tlwm an : 
flight treatm ent if rn:cessa n ·, anti m8kc them as eomfurtal,l · 
po~s ible until we delin'I' the1i1 to the hospital," e. plai1wd Donal c 

Ea<.:h npw medic arriYing at a du , toff unit is gi ·l·n a rigid phy 
examination and a detailed int e n ·icw b,· the com1 1andin·~ offic r1 
ht• meets tlwsc requirement s , he is teamt"d up ' ' itll au · t>xperil 
medic who brea ks him--in · Oll--- lhe~- Olf•'i·'<•ling....prot , du re of a cl u 
aircraft. 

"There Is nothing routine about the job," D IHl-ld~on expld 

PAUSE-With the patient safe, Sp5 HerbEtrt C. Don 
ambulance unit, catches a nfo"mentary resr ftom the lei 



mouth-to-mouth artificial respiration, medic 
iill he can get to the hospital~ 

o(__,f r'-f-1 1 ~ fo 7 
J 

rt~rgency Evacuations 
dis! 

a 11tt• b l· t11·c·1·n t11·0 
rem . l . I d Vici• 1s it·111o; crnp o~ · t· 

.a m. 
are · 
. · the Army 's 1001 10 

ay, j l'\'!!P~~1i1• sit'k and 
•t•d ho .; pitals and lht' 

rncd~c: with th<' original 
.Gi:dup's 5ith ~h>dieal 

U\llgire tlwm any in· 
c m as comfort<1LlL· ;i,; 
. , e. plairwd Oon;dd~on. 

s gi 't• n '! i'igid physical 
: 01111 1anding offic!'r. If 
Ill '' ill! <lll l'Xperit:nel'cl 
p1·oc; .dure of a clu,toff 

.. E:.id1 rnb~ion is a difkrt'Jll east·, and I 111'n·r know ~hat. to 
l' Xl'l' l'l." 

. .\ftf'r· a pickup. the· meclie el11·cks his pati«nt. l·1·aluatc·s !ht· i11Jur~· 
or 11·l•L11HI, and tl'lls the aircraft c·ommamkr whl'rc the patient should 
bl• taken 

Tire pilot !lll'n notifil's th !' hospital of till' condition of till' ineoin : 
ing E.:.l\il'n l. E.'· the time thl' chopper arrh·L''. a ll'am of tlot·tors, 
alre~idy pi·cpared for this spceific patit' nl. arc standmg by. . 

The 1·ersa tility of the helicopter mukd it an idl'al flying ambulanet'. 
A woundt•d soldier can be e1·aeuakrl from u\most anv terrain in 

Yirlnam. En'n the thick jungle canopy cannot slop mt>d·c1·ae duq1-
11:' rs. Thl'y hoHr onr tht' jungle, Jowl'r a hoist. and t'Xlral'l the 
patil'nl without l'1·er touthing the grounrl. 

En1tuatio11 of the woun<k<l is not limitl'd to iust Am e rican ~old1·irs . 
.lliany Army of the R epublic of Vil'tnam (AR.VN), Cil·iJian Irregular 

Ol'f .. 11 , .e (;roup (C!DG). Vil'tnaml'se P11pular Foree, and Australian 
soldins owe their lil'l's to du,to[f Crt'll'S. 

Story by Sp4 John J. 
Photos by Sp4 Gordon 

C . . Donaldson~ a mealc"·ith -ahelic-opter 
the tensions of the mission. 

TEAM-Crew Chief, Sp5· Richard E; Yearman holds a plasma -container~ medic Sp5_ .~erbert C.._ Don· 
aldson gives mouth-to-mouth resuscitation to a patient. 


