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HANDY SPARE-A paratrooper of a lOl s t Airborne 
Division mortar crew carries a round for quick access 
whi le awaiting a fire mission during Operation Wheeler 
n ear C hu Lai. · 

(Photo by Sp4 Dan Slr(){'bcl. lOist ABN-IO) 

Monk ey Business? 

THF A~MY REPORTER 

Cll U 1..\1. (191ith I NF-IO )-For 
Y•'ars th•· p.-oplt• of tht' hamkts 
around Tuyt't Di t·n1. a fi shing 
\·illagt• h1l'a\c·1l l'a ' t of Chu La i 
in Quan g N:-:a i P n1,·i11 L"t,. wt·n~ 

under pn•ss tll'•' from tlw Vi!'! 
Cong. Thl'y w1'r l' subil'l' ll' <l to 
hean· taxt·s. and fo1Tt'd to f1't'd. 
h <lrbor. and l:.ibnr ro r th e loc:.il 
\T. . 

The ·4th Battalion. '.lt .;t In-

Inf Gives 
Message 

To VC 
fl~ Clll. <2~th INF-IO) - To · 

!!t' l a 1ne .,~a~,. to tht• Vi~t Cong. 
th e :Jrd Squadrnn. ~th Ca\·a lry, 
2;ith l n fan l r \. Divi,;i011 air­
dro pped ~0. 0110 ·sptT ia l ll'a fll't s. 

Thl' unit has hl'rn r111111inr; 
armored i:olnmns along High­
way I at night from hr re to 
Tran~ Bang. T ht'ir mi~sion was 
to srn1 re thl' road for n i;;ht 
t'O ll\"OYS . 

T he. k;1f!.-t. writl<'n b\· civil 
a ffair s JH'rso111wl, n·:id : · 

"Your ambush of :.i platoon 
from th l' :lnl Squadron. 4th 
C:.1 \·alrv · ll l'ar .·\n ninh Oil 12 

_Sn>~nib1•r \\a ~ Ull>UCl'l'Ssful. 
You tiaii-nw·inost mutlc•rn weap­
ons a\·ailabh• to th e Viet Cong 
but did nnt kill a si n :~ le U.S. 
soldier. You dama;.:1• d one tank , 
but what pril'l' d :d you pay? 
U.S. fnrn·s found tht• oo<lies or 
nin1• of vo111· 1·0111radl's. 

"llow ·111anv nwrt• Wl'rt' killl'd 
aml wou11ded-.! 

P F • 1 At B ·1 ·.Y1ow 111:111y mnrt' Wl':tpnns ower QI S ase ean you af ford ru "'"''., 1.f you : 
. ,·hou -; " th<' tmw an d pla,·e fur 1 

fant ry, l!liith Ligh t Infa ntry Rri­
gadt'. pul an l'nd to th at fl'ar 
with th e largest and m ost cx­
lt'ns ivl' rt'sl'ttknH•nt µrogram 

. t•n• r untlt'rtak t•n b~· th e bi-i;,:a de. 
More than ~ 51JOO persons ···wl're 
mon·d during the operation. 

"The <'ntirr arra :;an~ us 
nothiil .~ but lrouhlr sinc:r the 
batlalion first arrh·t· d here ." 
said :ll:ij . Jam<"S L. 1.ong<'fb r am, 
who pla1ui:·rl tlw 0111,,·ation with 
U. Col. Charles Smith. Battalion 
commanrlrr. ··~lost o[ these pt'<>­
ple wanted lo mol"t'. 

''They want ed prot ec tion from 
the VC. We gaw th <'m the t'X­
e usr th l'Y nt•eth•d with thi s rc­
se l tlt>mt•1it prn:~ram. " 

Th e resl'ttkmt•nt site was 
deci ded upo n at Son Tra I. orn.:e 
a prospt'rous \·Hia .~c that had 
been tksl' rtt'd . l.ocatl'd two 
miks south of th t' batta lion 011 

tlw coas t. it is a n itl l'a l spot for 
fi sht• rm t' n. wi th plenty of l:in<l 
for those who clepcnd 011 farminl,! 
for their living . 

Th e rt'f11get•s w ere about 
equally di\'itkd bc tw<'!' n fi sher­
men and farmers . and th e lll'W 
site was Wl'll-su it ed to theit• 
nrt•ds. 

The l"1tlallon·s· Company D 
was the first to mon· Into the 
an•a. With the ht•l11 or over a 
thousand workns £rom the 
IH'ighhoring yillagcs, the 11latoon 
l'lrarcd the area ol the thick, 
on'rgrown 11111l1•rhr11sh. 

A large hillside overlooking 
the villagt'. whirh would prnvide 
cunn·almt•nt for :111 enrmy force, 
wa s enmpklely stripped bare, 
and · bunkers 111;.i1111 ed bv Vit'l­
namc~e Popul:ir Forces - troops 

Wl're l'011stnre lt'tl. 
While tht• work1•rs elt>art•tl th e 

land for thrir nl'i .'!hbo rs ·lo -br. 
sanit a tion (')(1J1• r1s and Hc\·olu­
tionary D:•n·lopnwnt au thoril i1•.< 
surn·yt'd th e ;H"l'<l, working out 
thr many l'U111111unal prubll'ms 
invol H'tl. ·· 

Al~o · on hand £or th r nrw 
, ·llla;:crs \\ rrl' hundr rcls or 
pounds or' rit:e". wh ra t. and 
barlry . Tool l;lts \I 1·rr .!':iHn tu 
the heads of thr ramili rs . For 
the chlldrrn thrrr w1·r r. · rriPnd­
shlp pacl; t'l-; t·ontainin~ such 
things as wys. ca ndy. no tr books, 
a nd r;amrs. [r nwnt. tin. and 
lumber wrrl' also distributrd. 

The batta li on pikhrd in hr lp­
in g tht' \' illagl' r s mnn'. Over 
2700 peop!e .. \.~l'rt' mov ed durin g 
the fir s t pha:<t' of the o]l{'ration . 
After a twn-we1•k pause for the 
national l'l••t•finn.:. :inrolher 2:100 
persons were reset tled. 

"f think a Int of the rrrtlit 
should go to S:.;t. Traa Duom ;.:. 
chief of nrarby Rinh Giang vil­
lagr, who handle d all the prob­
lems from th1' Vil'lnamese end. ·• 
sa id Smith. " llis people worked 
very hard in ht'lp!ng thrir neigh­
bor~ mO\'t'. and kct'ping th e 
thousands or childrrn ·on·npird. 
lie <' Vl' n or;;;111iz1•d sini;in~ 
groups ." 

Plans an' now being rnm­
plcte<l to build a sd1ool house in 
the new \-illagl' of Son Tra I. 
A pt•rmanl'nt :tid station will be 
L"On>lrut'te<l and daily MEDCAPs 
arc lwld for tilt' villa;;l'rS . Vil­
lane "OH' rn1111 •nt will be in­
at~'Ur;~lrd with t•it'ct<'d n•pn·­
scntatin•s from caeh of the 
dl'"1rt:d hamkt s. 

9th LRRP, Gunships . 
mE\ 110.\ , (1st .. \\'\-10) - Dd:1ehme11t. r <'\,.a 1 r cl that I a battle> and ,; till t·a11nnt 11·in. : 

J'•""'r fa ilur ,., ari· 1101 unt'lllll· monk t•y h11-;in1·-;s had i11d1· 1·d what ,·hanc·t• dt1 you ha1·e of I G t 9 c · 8 w 
Jll<Jll O< 'l.'.lllTt' llt·1 •.: al J ~i >' n l!oa bt•e n lll!<ll'rfool. or n111r1• l'ltr- I \1inn i11 :.; t!Ji-; 11;1 ;· ·! i e ong ea pons 
;\irb:l ' "· , 11 11 n <111" 'll"Pc'<' l ••d redly. on·rht'ad . I "Oil" tank 11 :h hit '" ith rock- I __ f 
111011!>1•)· h11 - i111• ,, 11 h" n th•• 1 l111ff111:111 d is c·nY1'r• ·tl tli;it a I •'.t.'< :111.d. :i /111111 r<'t·oilh">s. rifl~ LO\'t~l.~lt;-;!ltlt--I"'F-10) Co n:.: a ntl capt"urc eight wt_•ap-
P•""'r fa1l •·d 1·n., ·111ly 111 tlw s mall spider m n 11 k ,. y had fll'• '. 1 ill" -:11111· ·1:111k hn•d I! . -.'\ ret·nn t l' :llll frn111 the Long 011'. 

111 :1!111<'11:1111·1: ar•·a o! till' 1 l Sih ! climln·d :1top th•' an•a .~:, · 111 • r atnr I anli· Jl"r '.""n'·I. ro1111ds at You Ran;:<' l'alrol lldachnwnl of tl11• "Our p:?trnl 11:1-; n l'aring th e 
j\ .:- :11111 ll ,.!11 ·np\<'i" l11111pan)·. I and 1ra' s 11 · 1n:~•ll'.! 011 tilt' 1•: 1r•• ,; aft1•r lw,11:.; Int. .9th Infantry D1\·1 s inn Jo 1 n e d landin:.: rnnc• wh1 ••e 11·e wPn' to 

.\n in '<ttt•e tion of tht• ;:.-nl' ratnr : \1·li c 11 h>' i11:1d Yt'rl<' nlly .-; hort c· d I "Th1 ·y arr not h11rt h 1· your fort'<"' wi1h a pai r of IH•li cop- IJ, ~ l'X tra c· lt'd 1dw11 11e notil'e1 l 
an·a 11,· ht :-; .~t. John IL llt~f[- I uu1 th• • s ~ .:\<' Ill h~ ;.:rab ln11g 11111 1 an1b11 .: J.'" ' · b11 t ) n11 . '.nay b1: t l'r gunships a11d a rt'<tc:l1on~.ry 111ov1• mt'11t in a " ·indow or a 
m:tn nf th•• :,;::r el Tran-p ort a lt1111 ot th•• 1nn•s sr11111\tan••o 11 s l,- . f'.Js1ll •: t1 111 1!w ll"Xl ""'' · pbtoun rt• t't'nt ly to kill 11111 1• \11•t _hou"! \11 t1ur f1w11," said S;;t. 

r IBM Computers Installed T 0 Assist Supply I ~!!:·;~·:::~::::":,,;,,,~~.;,'."~; 
could hrar m rn talking oO yards 

t.0\t; 111'-"11. (ht J.(H~-10)- to our front and rear, continu ed 
T1rn l11lt'rn :1tiun.ll Hu.- ine .: s ~la- th1' sergeant. 
,·l•ine t!H\ll ,·oinpu le r' wt':·e About that ti11w. two 111 (' 11 r n-
r r •'t'llil ' i11 .: 1:1lkd :11 !hl' hi tr rcd th1• hou se carryi ng w•~ ap-
1 n"i;t i• ·;ll l ' nmm :ct111's 14i h In- on.>. 
,:" ~: on· 1 ·011 1 rnl l' e11 ter , i 1 e Joni's radio l'd for permission 
hc rr . · to muH' in on the house and 

T;ic c·ominnc r,; " ill h(' em- when hi' n•t:•'i\·•·d .it. llu~ team 
plt1;·i·d priinaril y lll :i>si; t thl' m o\·cd to w1tl1111,1f11·e y;.irds uf 
supp)\· n1 a 11 a ·~ t·rs al the l.\th lhl' hou s.'. 
J( ( io h e lt e r . pl'!' form the mi '< - .. l . e:tllt·d ~or 1:.1l'11j ~o . co 1::: 
• ion o f ec;Hral\-11'~1 m at erial out. ~ml ."ht." th ~ h~:'~ cl . ,'.~ ·· 
J
inn:l"Clll (' t1' furl .• i .. 11 ~ d I saw th tm 111n for th1.11 \\ ap-

• ., ' [ ~ . ~ ' " 11 d J ··s I 1·la-;ses o f s11pn1'· in 'iein a m. ons, n•ea <' · on.rs . ..o 
. r · . . threw a "<'• ·11adc 111 and we 

t, ~•H' rally, -;upn'.'· t1 ·:u1 w1'l hP opem•d fir ~~ .. 
r.<'t't'I\ rd , on a ~a 1ly h~~ls ~ro m In the hr id fir e fight whkh 
( •It' dt' (I"•' at S ;u _;:•nl, Cun h<tnh rollow t'.d six (' 11('111\' \\ Cfe L:illcd 
Jlay, "1nd Qul .\hon. a nd one' suspl'd drtainrd. The 

_ T l'.i s i11put d a1a \\"ill the n b e team eaptun·cl four ponnds uf 
It'd 11110 the computers fur pm- docum en ts aud si:r rifles. 
•'t'.: , in;:. r ec-nrdiu :;. ,tnrin :! . and Approximal<'IY one hour latl'r, 
v.-111 e mrr :.:e 111 a 11 s:1ble for- .Jones a nd H•~cktl'y n•lurncd 
1na1: the 011tpu1 d.na wi ll th en with a n·al'tionan· force from 
lw .:rnr to tiH' ,;11pply ma n;!_'..!j!fS..s D Troop, :lrd s;1uadron, 5th 
fo r u~ e 111 m :.111 a :..: •: 1111 ·nt func- Cavalry. 
!ions. As thr hPlieoptrr carrying 

The two .. primary e le me nts in th e rt';ictionary platoon was 
the or;!anizat ion of th e Hth ICC , . landing . the two eseur t gunships 
are the Data Pru<:es:; ing Di\·i- begaa ITCeiving fire fro m a 
sion ( DPD), whil'h is res ponsi - . , ... ..-i ·. , .·.. large hou st'. The !Pam returnrd 
·1i1c . for document cont.ml and ""•"'. X ',;'if~~~ ~ the fire which . resu lted in one 
:rud11 . a utnmalu: data proc ess- ~~~~· fi en<'mY being killed . 
in;:.<ADI') ope ra tions to in clude NEW COMPUTERS-Private First Cla55 Gerald N. Farley adjusts electronic data During a swrcp 0 ~ the area, 
111:111lt«:"nance. a nd pr 0 ;! r a 111 h • , I d f h the m embl'rs of D 1 roop found 
analy-;i s /<l•' s ign; a nd the Supply on t .e new ~BM computer as ~-gt. Gordon L.,Fnstoe handles the conso e en o t e two additional bo<lirs, caplun'tl 
.\I a_n a~rm ent Dii·i.;ion <S~IO), new m.s~allation. at the 1st L;>gtSt1cal Commands . 14th Invent.QPy Control Center at two s iiiall a rrm, 50 pounds or 
which is r esponsibl e fo r the Long. Bmh. Whiten boot covermgs, such as the ones worn by 'Farley, prevent large military t'<tuipnwnt , 500 pound~ 
f1111 t.:l io11al ope r ~ 1in11 tu in.-lude amounts of dust and dirt from being brought into the computer room. t<> ._. of ric<'. ;rnd dct;ii1u:d t 11 0 more 
1·at.alaa s11pporr . · , - 1 • (Photo by PFC Ron Ikaubien, 1st LOG-IO) suspects. 

;. 
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CHECKING OUT-A student at the Army Aviation School is briefed by his instructor before a flight during the 
instrument phase of the 32-week training. 

FT. RH:KER, (AYN. CTR.-IO) i Young mrn 
scrambling to th eir 'helicopters. rushi 1g to get air­
borne - studious men listening attent ;,·ely to class· 
room instruction. All of these are part of th8 
Warrant orriccr Candidate (WOC) p ogram at Ft. 
Rucker, Ala. 

Army aviation . and the ht·licopter 
proved its worth in Korea. When t 
Vietnam increased th e need £or Arn11 
woe program was expanded. . 

The 32-week course, prefacNI wit 
or basic military training and !ou 
flight instruction, begins with lour n 
llmlnary £light instruction at Ft. W 
where the student alternates between 
and flight line. • 

in particular, 
e con£1i c t in 
aviators . the 

Here he learns the primary !lying 
Army obsen·ation helicopters and de\' 
i11g knowledge or related academic st 

Then it"s orf to Ft. Rucker ror ano~her 16 week• 
or intensive flight training. At the : ' :mr. . .\ ,;ation 
School, the warrant orricer candida te learns in· 
strumcnt flying, meteorology and 

studies flight 
the mechani • 
fli es the TH · 
helicopters . 

111e tacti c 
formation fl • 
how to sun:1 

practte1.~s rl'c 
ntov t~m ent ti 
cei\'l'~ gunn r 

In the fir 
undt'rgoes a 
srrks or da 
combat cond 

But the 
i<n·t all cla 
Candidate< : 
Yarious acti 
atmosphere 

Th~n con' 

'THE REAL THING-After com 
self in a landing zone in Vietna 

leti~J? trai~fn'i. .. i1\varrant 0 
, unloading another assault 

.' 

Story and 
Anny Aviation Ce11 

GUIDING ~D-Studenl! at the U.S." Anny Aviation &h~l l~ during their ·s2~~~k coW'S8 the corr~t w~y to land a hellcopter. ~ - · 
. . • ~. · i::ll. - • • • • ... • • • . • ;. • ~ · .-.; ~ ,_,.. • " . ·. • • . • • . c . . Q, 

. . - . - . (? l!i r 
';/:>- - - . •• 

; 
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_--..-1tM.&m~ . W!i!'"ffmll\'~g&4'ia'l~- ·-· 

~---Stram4Je Fof Wings 
i 

FT. Rl'CKER, (AV~. CTH.·IOJ -1- Young men 
scrambling to th eir 'heli copters, ru shi 1g to gl't air· 
borne - studiou s men list ening anent i1·d y to class­
room ins truction. All of the ,e arc pa rt of th~ 
Warrant Oifi<:c r Candida te (\l'OCJ p ogram at Ft. 
Ru cke r, Ala. 

Arm y aviation. and th e hl'iicopte r in particular, 
proved its worth in Korea . When t 1e conflict in 
Vie tnam increased th e need for Anni ariators. the 
woe program was expa nded. . . 

The 3~ · week course, prefaced wit I eight "uk1 
o( basic military training and fou weeks pre· 
flight instruction, begins with four n onths or pn·· 
ltmlnary flight Instruction at Ft. W >itrrs, Tcxa,, 
where the student alternates between the classroom 
and lllght line. 

HPre he learns the primary fl ying teclllliques o( 
Army obse r\'ation helicopt ers and de1 ,•Jops a work· 
i11 g knowl edge of relat ed acadrn1ic s bket>. 

Then it's off to Ft. Ruck er for ano her 16 we ,,k1 
of int ensive fli ght tra ining. Al the : ' ,·my _ Adation 
School, th e warrant office r candida te learns in· 
strument flying, meteorology and co 

studies fli ght planning, and bt'com es familiar with 
tlt e mechanics of his, aircraft. At Ft. R uc ker he 
flil's the TH·l3T "Sioux" end the l ;ll ·l " Iroquois" 
hdicopters. 

The tactical pha se of the WOC tr a ining includ t' J 
fon11ation flying. ho1.1· to direct a rtill ery £ire end 
how to sun'i\·e should hi s a ircraft be downrd. He 
pra ctict'S reconnaissance. dclin·ry of suppli es . troop 
111 0\'t'mt•nt and a erom edi cal C' \·acualion. and re­
Cl'in ·:-; gunn~ry training . 

In the final weeks of his trainlnJ:, the student 
un<il' rgors a ll~ld exercise during which he Cr!rs a 
Sl'rtrs of day and night mls,Jons under slmulate-d 
combat conditions. 

But th e Warrant Officer Candid a te Program 
i<n't all cl as srooms. flight line. and midnight oil. 
Candida te ' and their wives participate in planning 
, .a rious a c ti\·ities to accustom tht' m to th e social 
atmo>ph~re of the officer coqis . 

T!.~ n comes graduation and more than likely an 
a s~ i g nme nt in Vietnam-if not Vi etnam, trans ition 
trainin g to learn to fly another type of heli copte r or 
ordl'rs to an aviation unit in the States. 

'THE REAL THING-After com 
self in a landing zone in Vietna 

letin~ traf~-fi,yg-; ·~·\va.ITant Officer helicopter pilot may find him­
, unloading another assault mission against the enemy. 

Story and Photos By 
.Army Aviation Center, Ft. Rucker, Ala. 

' 

1-L.\ND-WALK~andidat.es for Warrant Officer at the Aviation School at Ft. Rucker 
h~~d:walk the horizontal ladder, a part of the extensive physical conditioning prog~_arn. 

OffiCet' Candidate practices gunnery firing during helicopter pilot training at F t. Rucker. 


