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Quick Thinking Saves Crew 

- - -··· -----'J . . ··-- .. - _.,.....- . 

Desp~!~ -J~or.tcil Wound, 
Des.troys · Fifth ~Bunker · -

W:\Slll:>lGTON - First Lieu­
tenant J arnt's A. Garclnt•r has 
been awardNl the Medal of 
llonor posthumously for his 
heroic action at My Canh village 
where he P<'rsonally dcstrred 
live enemy bunkers with rifle 
fire and hand grenades . 

He knockNl out Jht' last of 
these bunker.; afkr bt'ing mor­
tally woundNl . 

nades and chargcd the new ene-
my posi tion . · 

He dropped a grenade Into one 
bunker and mulled beyond. 
Rolling Into a · ditch, he tbrn ad­
\'&nced to a new J>0lnt of ~ne­
my fire. Nrarlng · the ·position, 
he leaped from the ditch and 
ad\'ance<I with a grenade. In one 
hand and firin g his rifle with 
the olher. The mL'<ial was presentt' d to 

Gardner's · widow. Mrs. Joe ll a j He was graYely wound ed but 
Rm<kr. managed to s truggle to the 

l.OSG Tll.\:"\H, t9tb ISF-10) I ground ." first Australian hl'li cop lt' r \\as loo n was adv:rnc.in~ to 1clieve a .; 
On FL•b. i. 196i. Gardner's pla- ~ 

- A ~ oun;? . .\meril'an doorgun- "The fo urth m an. like the clost' by ,.h,·n th t• L'ras h OCL' ur- company of Am~rical's tst Rat- !,'; 
ter crl"\\'S reactL'<I rapidly re- continued . " I couldn t set' hnn. without hl" s1tat1 on borne D1\'1<1on . ~ 
<'<'ntly to sa,·e th e In rs of fou r but one or the th r ce 1 "as "ith ··By th e time· tht' Au«ie eh op- The company had ht· en pinned ~; 

ner and No Au<tra;ian .helirop- others . '"ls in sh<><.·~." Br~~nt r~d and offen:d ii> ;(~sbtant·eltallon . 3:!7th. Inf::rntry ,- !Olst -Air----il~ 
9;h lnfantr: Di'l>ion helieopter said he had run a"a~. ddiri- per got there. Bi~ant -..as on do\\n for seHral hours by a fl: 

- · --~n'"m"" ~- ---·------ .. - ·

1
- ou.L.:-. -----~--.... - - -- - tbe~.gtounc!. . . p~ote..:tiu~t.lu:.cc_o la rJ:C.. Cl1!:.!ll.l.'- f11.t<;e aL~jy_{.';in_h __ ~ 

J::n gine fa ilure on a llue~ gu n- " Th t•n I saw a n :\us tra ha n the \\OUnded." the pilot ex- , -..ho occupkd a srrirs of stron~- ?{: 
ship from D Troop. 3rd Squad- lluL'o O\ erhPad . It droppt•d a pl.tint'<I. l~· fortifirrl bunker r>osltions ~ 
ron. ;1h (a,·~ I ry cau;ed the I hoi st out a nd lowered a man " Smoke wa> billowin g ;mi to wcll co\'ered b" automatk weap-
ship to .:ra'h. into "100-foot h!gh I not too far >o ut ht•ast of us. li e 600 ~eet into .tht• air. but _that ·I o_n, . m~c:hlnc~un . · and · m~>rtar 
t ree' abou t fJ\' e miles north of fo und the fourth Amcncan. put _.\u :<>1e wcnt n ~h t ti.ro ugh It to hre. .\1r :<tnkrs and artillery 

· ~µ i Dat. Au ,traiian Ta;k F o r ce 1 him in10 th ,• hoist. and then scn t h t• lp our guy,; out . Without their had little l'flcl'l on thr fortifica -
he;1dquartL' rs nt•ar \ 'ung T <i u . I his ship 0\'Cr to us.'' . hl' lp tho;e m en l'O Uldn ' t han• ti ons. 

~: .. -.. ,\ij ;0,ioor .. crewmen escaped I Aecording to ( ap t. Howard P. been taken out o! th e jung!t• ,;o Lcading an a>:<ault of · ·the 
. thdr qnldJ.--buralng' 'and "i" ·I O>terlin . a D Trp gu nship pilot s oo n. and at lras t a rnup lt> bunkers. Cardncr t' ha r g e d 
plodi~ craii. but not until t'ach ·' who witne ,; >l'd the crash. th e would ha ,·e d it•d." through a .with t•ring hail of fire 
had suCfcr!'d burns and wounds. ·· ~- - -. - .. - · · - - ·- - - - ·• anoss an Oj>t'n ri t·c paddy. On 
The..- were hoi<t<'d from the ::; · · ~'. , '."'.'! reaching th l" first bunker. he 
groood • within 3l minutl'S · h~· · ' ' · ' destroy~ it with a grenade and 
chop~r.s from tht 9th Squ a d. dashed to st·eond bunker and 
Ro~·al Australian A.ir For<"<', eliminated it with a s<'<:ond gr&-
b>i.S<'d at· l'\ul lJ•l nade. 

Even while the powerkss ship J'foaching a thinj bunker. 
·was falling. help was already on Gardner prepared to toss a third 
its way. grenade wlwn an enemy gunner 

SP<-ei:ilist Four Marcus F . jumped out and fircd at Gard-
Br:·ant. doorgunner on a D Trp. ne r . Gardner killed thegunner 
Huey, v•as listening on his radio at • ., a distance o! six fre t with 
heads et and heard the call for hi s own weapon and then de-
hf' lp from th e strid:cn gunship. s tro\'ed thL' bunker. 

llryant said he saw the gu n- Following the seizure of the 
shi p ru shing t<ward the ground m ai n fort ilil'ation . (; a rdner or-

1st Lt. James A. Gardner 

bunker and destroy it and its 
defenders with a grenade. · 

fiH• S('{"onds aftt'r' h ca rin ~ it s ganized hi,; plat oo n to c·ontinue 
'-' d istress call. the attack . A.•ai n pinned down 

"The pi;ot of my ship headt'-d as th e , · advan"r~d. Gardncr im-

The cita£ion awarding .the 
Medal of Honor concluded by 
stating . th a t "a lthough he fell 
dead on the rim of the bunker, 
his extraordinary actions so in­
spired the men or his platoon 
that they resum ed the attack 
and completely routed the ene­
my.'' ;---for the fallin g chop per immedi- m ediately l'ollet·ted ;cver al gre-

:J a:ely:· exp~ a in ~<l 8 ;-yant . .. and · - - - - - - - -- . . - -- -

..... 

1 grabb..'<I a ro;ie and told him I f F • d 'C J 
1 o.:.ntt~ to dcop d?.wn to t he n In s on tact · <"rash sue and ht•lp. . ' 

P'~} nt~~ ~~tl ~~,~e pWotthr~u';~op~ i T B • T . H d I 
c' t-arin~ nea r 1he c:ra>h where 00 19 0 an e the tre,' ; '"-' rrn t too high. Il e l'i 
ho ,·ect-d 2'1d I dcop j'X'd the Ji>() . 
foot ro pt'. \l' r were al><'i ut i5 !t' e t 
u p." 

" Their L'h~pper """ burnin g 
11nd n1 0"' or tl1f' ir ;1>i){l r ound s of 
• .l>1mm ammo and all t ,· n of 
their r0t·k et• \H r e •·xpl<><ling. 
Trac~r~ W!!ft' fl~ i n ~ a lJ o,·cr th e 
plac.-. Tho• on l)· tl1 i11~ I could do 
"a~ holcf thr thr re on th r 

Cav Raid 
Ends VC 
Checkers 

EO\'<; ~O'i. ll s t (.\\' -10)-

l~ '?-

SH:DE--A young~ter takes advantage of the shade cast 
I hy Sp4 Ernie Todd, Company A, 1st Ba ttalion, 18th 

I Infantry, 1st Infanu}; Division. Todd was on patrol 
~;th Task Force Steel when his squad paused for · a r~t 

. in an old gra\'eyard. The boy calmly es tablished his 
! sql!atler's righ ts and began eating a snack. 

OASIS. Wh l~F-IO) - The 
element which a 4th Infantn· Di ­
vi sio n patrol ran into recently 
turned out to be something big­
ger than the h ymen rnuld 
handle. 

Second Lic nte•1ant .J ames P . 
Wheeler. le:idcr of th e 2nd Rat­
t ;; li on. Sth · Infantry' s reconnais­
s a nce platcon had sent a patrol 
out to S\\'eep the a rea around 
the ba ttali on's- perimeter. 

As the · li cu1enan t monitored 
his radio . the seemin gly pan­
kk ed Yoice of Sp4 DaYid W. 
Cr ee<·h. a r adio operator, blurt­
ed out what sounded like "There 
is a large clement to our front." 

" I .had visions of the p:itrol 
runnin g into a who le battalion." 

~~~ 11r:.:e;t~~ a~~~ t~~;~, \~;"l~~:i I · 198th L1.ght Infantry Br1·gade Joins wh~n th 1·y bn:ke up a \ 1et Co n ~ i · 
\."hl~·k l' r s ~O:! Hl l.' and flu shed a ' . 

1--- ~Photo by Sp5 Dick Claproo<l, 1s t INF-10) 

snambl i n ~ \ 'C platoon rroml; A • / D • • • / / C Area th~ir. hi d•:ou.i durin~ a daring mer1ca 1v1s1on n . orps m1dn1 .,ht raid 

Prh~at e Fir ; t CIJ ; s Phili11-&. tO!\G Bl\'11, (CSAR\'-10) - nally organi7. t-d in J!r!I as an men, the brigade- "ill h<·;:in 
Hart lc-d his >ma ll. fiYe-man I Am er ica! DiYis ion recch·rd it .s clement of the 9!Hh J nl~ntry Di- comba t-orientation in Amc~ical's 
t l" am to a )!rou p of !armhou.<es newest unit r cc:ently - the Yision. Uuri11g World \1'<1 r n the combat area. of!lclals . said. 
that had b-.'(·n ,r-a rchc<l earlier l 98th Light Infantry Bri~ade , unit was in l'ombat in central The b r igade . is .organized on a 
in th e da ;.- hy his pl2 toon of I commanded ' by Co l. ·James R . Europe. j . three infantry battalion system 
Company D. 2nd Batta lion , 8th Waldie. The brigade was re-actiYafed - the !st Ba ttalion, 6th lnfan· 
Ca,·alry. About 3600 infa ntrymen came I a t ft. Hood on May JO, 1%7. try ; !st Battalion, 4Gth Infa ntry; 

When the t•:a m approa ched a shore in the southern I Corps Waldie brou)(h• an adrnnce and !st Battalion, 51nd lnfan try . 

sa id the OffiN'r, reca lling re­
ports of such an enemy unit be­
ing in the area . 

Hurriedly, Wh crle r ask~d for 
more detail s . 

"Well," came the reply. " it's 
big, has two white tu sks. a long 
trunk, four legs, and is gray." 

Candy Bar 
-Used For 
Weapon / 

CU CHI, <t;,th 11-iF-IO) - An 
ordinary choco late candy bar 
pro,·ed itse lf an effective weap­
ons against the Viet Cong dur· 
ing a r ecent 25th In fa ntry Divi­
sion operation. 

Company A, ! st Battalion, 5th 
Infan try had been providing 
security for a road building 
project for the 65th Combat En-
gineer Battalion. . 

. ~.,: 
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the_ hou sr-s. they h~ard male a r ea at Ch u Lai , completing an party of about JOO tn cn into the The ! st Battalion, 14th. Artil-
.,. o 1 c es. llart. a scout dog 11,000-mile trip wh ich began at dh·i.-;i on's area ear ly las t month kry, using 105mm ho:--·it zers, 
handl~r. and Sp; J chn Dau;:htry Ft. Hood, Texas, in early Oc-' to finalize plan' for the arrh·al supports the infantry umts .. The 
im·es t1 ga~.. tobe r. o f the main body. 9th Support RattaliorY prov1?e.s 

As the armored personel car­
riers (APCs) moved into their 
positions near the small town 
of Loe Thanh, in Hau · Ngha 
Pro,·ince, a group of children 
converged · on the vehicles . 

"I was sitting on my APC .,, 
when a small boy came up to 
me and wanted ~um," said PFC 
John McCabe. "I couldn't resist Crou<:h_JDI: in the d:irknes~ of Known by their' motto "Brave With •n :iuthortzcd strength of logis tical , supply, and admm1-

(Cont1au<d oo B:id Par;t) and Bold," the" 198th was orgi - approxlmalcly 41~ officers aod ~tratiYe support. 
( ' , (Continued oo B~ck Page) 
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