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D.\K TO, (4th INJ-'-10)-A unit 
of the 4th Infantn· Dh·ision 's 1st 
Brigade reeentl;- touch t-d off 
~ome of the bitt eres t fit: h1in-: 

_sem in the Central Hi gh.lands. 
Companies :\ and B. 3rd Bat­

talion. !~ t h !n[:1111 ry had ·b('C'n 
m o,·ing up a steep hitbide on•r· 

.. .... . · 
IF 

looking _the-1Jrb:ade ..:base ra!llp _ _ Co. _A, _.'R'_hkh __ ]!a!f ~-n back_ , mer. 3nf Bn. cummanckr. ,·a ll <'d 
·h1•re and \1ere within 300 yards as ITar sN:Urlty, lmmcdla tl"b· 11\r.i\ir - s ·uiiiiorC·'Aliei-- ~ tlir -frts 
of thdr obler tive when l'\orth Unkt'<i up 'tll·ith Co. B and bc;:an had b lastl'd the hill with hi .. h 
\' i etname~e Army (l'\\'A) auto- dlgpng ln for the nl~ht. e"plosh·e or-dnancr. art illen- l~-
matic weapons fir 11panirs were )!:m pounding the suspcctt.'<i°:u-ca 

Co. B. the lea RAR~ up their ight pc-.sition . in an dfnrt to que ll the cn ,•111,-
ch;Hgt'd the _ enem il.'~1Cb'tftb~ ·an H't't'aming mortar fire . · 
fore th,·1· n>uld fi\. o\f -
and on,-rran the : D l.filAl.tS.1nt Col iel John \'oll- L' · 

1
t.rr R abn tur~e1,·eitltful l.n • gh~ 

~ 
.. 

~ °j.' 
. . . .• .~-f" ' 

ap . o t' r " or on. o. u 

<'on11if:·111der. sent a small recon 
patrnl up the pol'k-marked hill. 
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ARMV REPDR 

;'\'.l'arlng the top, · lh<' patrol 
ml'I with hean- mortar and 
automati<' wt•apons llre . · Th1' 
alrstrtkt•s and n ight long artll­
kry lln• had fallt.'d to ·dts lod!!e 
an ob\ lously wt'l l duit-ln t' nt'J;\y 
fon·1'. now estlmat1•d to b1• bat · 
talion siz<'. 
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.'\ftrr· thr patrol had with· 
drawn to thr l'Ompany pcri m ­
rtC'r . kt fighters and A- t E Sky· 
raid<'rs \1·1•re · ralled in to bt>m­
banl the hill again. With artil-

l<'rv tak.ili g_on'r while the air--- - -•--- ...... - - -------- ----·-·- --
crnft dcparte<l to pil'k up more 
ordn:in1'l", thC' hill W<tS siuuratrd 
t.•onst omtly for two hours . 

After the drYastating ai_r Rnd 
artillC'ry support was liftt·d. -­
?>torton ath·am't'd his l'Olllpany 
up the hill again . 

?>loYing towards the top in 
wrd .~ <' formation. Co. Tl again 
came \llHler intt'll!\t." 111ortar fin~ 
whirh was also hining CG. A slill 
du g in nnd providing protertil e 
fire. 

Co. El bat tlC'd tht'ir way up 
thl' hi ll a nd. 2;; yards fro m t>lH' 
top, wrre Co r ,·1•d to withd1·:iw 
nftt.'r rnl'ounl<'!·ing murderous 
small a r ms fin'. 

~ Ho Bo 
Woods 
Cleared 

-i 

, ,~Al: 

"1'111·)· Wl'rt' just too w1•ll fnrti­
fil-11," ~lortnn said lall'r. "lh · 
had to \\ithdraw h:n·k to our . 
ni~ht position. Tht'Y w"rl' l'Hry­
w:11•n• up lht•rl': In th1• lr•'I'" · In 
tunn!'ls aud In hnnk1•rs ." 

Whilr the t1,·o l'Olllp:1nies br­
"an di" "i n\! !'>l·rn furllll'r inw 
~ht' hill;i~ll' ·to <'><'apt' th<' i11t·11111-
i11~ nHH·tars a1Hl rt'l'kets, 111ore 
ai .rstrikt•s wrre l'alll'd in. 

. . .. 

.. ·, . 
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Sto ptwcl fn r the _se t·o ml da)· i11 
tl11•ir as s:1t1lt on tli<' l'lll'lllY ·lll'hl 

· g round . the two l'On1pani_rs 
hu g:,: l'd the grnund as an illt-ry 
p1•1111d1•d lht• arl'a and the air · 

CT CHI. t~3 t h 1\F-llll - The st rikt•s <'1>n tin111'1!. • -
d1'nst' jun >:ks t>f th t' Ho Bo .-\ftt'r night had blacken<'d th£' 
W1>1>d:: , 35' m il1·> 1wrthw "" ' <•f hill. a ( - ~/ Drag1>1i>hip dro1wd 
S :ii~'" '- n1> h> n~n 1·~i'l. into th1• an•a. and with the guid-

. .\ 5-<-d :~,- l'l>ri1ui1h'd land -«kar- am'<' o[ the two l't•m1uni1•s 011 
Ing a:1d ;,•a :"t·h and dest roy ''t->- the gro1111tl. fin•d its _ f:tntasli<: .· 
era:ion C1..'nd~~l' t l'd b,· th1..' :!5th 1 ni11i~u11:-; . 
D:d sion·s bl H:· ig:iu •:• ha s l1·1·d- : · M;i•r rrl'i' h Ing spor:11lk mor· 
kd 90 P<'<<'t'lll of lh <' \:l.001' -:i1-rt' ! tar :t11JI sm:tll arms li rl' a ll 
fo ;·m1• r \ ·i,· t (1>11:( >:uwt tlili') . ni~ht. Co . .-\ si•nt np a n•.-nn 

Spt•dall_y .-qnippt•d ht•lin•plers Jl :;trol in · th <' mo rn ing. Tlll'Y 
madt' daily ~I 1 g h t ' 01-.-r the s(Jultl'd a lar:!t' i:rnnp nf l'\n rlh 
"oods ~praying liil' sn·onrlary i Yit•tna nH'Se so!dicrs dad ln tl~1·r 
irowth "ilh rldoliating l'ht•mi- I latl;: ut•s moYlu~ down the op· 
cal; . ! __,. pii>ill' silk of the hltl. 
• Th: mi:; sion _b..· gan , =' ~ rt1' 1:1b t' r i ~- Artillery was called in on the· 

11 - ~' th~ :iwn><1•) 11 .'~a:on ~ -an: - I flcrin:~ l\VA while the remaiml-
pa1_,.n po.11o n c-f Oix1 at1 0,n l.l.11 k- • . r th two compa nies moved 
111a Sand< .. . . . . Cl 0 e ·R · · - ' --..:.; ........ -. :-· up the hill and srcured lhe area 

omt' pl~ws from lhe ~.th ., &. ~: h· h d b~ their· objecth·e for 
'Id,\\& ~_1~·-~nng T <'am. •» <'tfr l1' d - · -· · _ _ . _ _ . I at a l 
1'! armort'<I Pt'T$Onn l'I . rarritTS I MOVING UU'l-l\1-fn ol the 4th lnlantry 
from the 4th Battalion. 23rd \ top of the hlll was a 
hfantry and tank.< fr_111 n Com - 1

1 

the initial contact "°ith a multi-regiment honeycomb of .)og bunkers :111c! 
)llny A. 2nd Batt alion . 3 llh b a ttle around Dak To. tunnrls with deep trenches snak· 
:Armor, b,•gan up:-ootm i; l1Tt'S ____ _ _ _____ :._ ___ __ _ _ . _ __ ing throughou t the area. 

~d d r nse und,·r~rowth in th e I h N • T . k Among the mass· of equipnwnt 
.JlnthWl'S t1• rn St'l'to r of thf' wood s . T ree at I 011 ea mw 0 r fo und al the site were 13 - ~0 rlll'k· 

leading the plows \l t'rt• 111 • I et rounds still in wooden pn,·k· 
:fmtryrur n from th <' 2nd B;it- · inv cralrs AK-47 ri fl es amm11-
1llion._ H1h Infantry and 41h I 0 t' r F es 0 t E nilion, m~chinr oun s ~10 r l !Ir 
Eatt_alton . _9th _ 1~:fan t ry .o w h 0 pera 10 1 0 re u . nemy rounds. clothes, ~nd ~nough rice 
·!ackt'd their . '' a. thi_ou~ h. the . and equipment to indicate the 
Jlll"ll.' 'l'archtn" out \ lt' t Con<>. · ~ · • -

· .-\Jth~i:h li•hUn" lrom a mai~· 1.0\G Tll.\\H. (9th t\l"-10) Santa Fe b 1· i: an with air- lions. . "'°'.-'' were p lanntng to stay for 
:d tunnel ana" bun~rr l'ompli'HS , - Op,•rali<>n S:1111a Ft'. a coordi- muhlk assaults by th<• ~th 1lh·t- During the early ph3'1'S of qt111e n while . 
ll!ld neHr attarkiu• in force I na t.-d mi s,;io n o! .\ nwricaa. :\us- sion 's 4th Battalion. 39th lnlan- Op1•ration Santa Fe, numrrous "We definitely took an area 
Jt9 o{ the- <'.nrmv w r;c slain. ' i trali a n. and \"ietname;e forL· es try Into an area n1·:tr the long \"irt Con g ba se and supp I y from the enemy that was a Yil:ll 

Workino with thr in[a'ntn· I crntt•red 35 miles east oI ht•rt'. Khanh-Blnh Tuy Pro' Inc r ar<'as wt're uncorered. Ground _position · for them to ca rry out 
"'11e re eki;;ents of th ,• r.~th E'n·.,.;. a,·counted for 48 enem~· ki lkd bordt·rs. t·ommanders reporl<'d findino further plans to try and in,·atle 
·.l.\'er Battalion. whc u< ed ,; . in two wc,•ks. llrliroptrrs from six anat ion srn•n enemy bas,;s during on; the Dak To area," \"ollmer said · 
l!qsin' s to des troy tht• l rl' nL"h<'s. l·n its of th r 9th Infant~· Di,·i- companies tramed up to ·shut1lc fh·<'·day P<'rio<l . _ after the two-day se1ge. 
:runkt•rs. and tunJll•h tliat "''rt' , sion·s · 1s t Brigade. 1ht 11th the battalion durin" th e ini tial Th<' pattern ol ligh t and scat- "The lorre that controls th!'sl" 
-:cico-r~red. The e n ~ in 1't•rs ::ii so l Ar !nor e d Ca Ya try _ llegiment a ,;,:au lt. °' ! krl'~ l'ontad r ~ n 11 n n rd to hills and ridges is l!e_finitely in 
.trgraaed ·the portion of th t' I (..\l H). th e S6th E ngtn<'rr Bat- \< the 4th Bn . 'l'U. ,d th, j donunak the al'l1on during the the bcsr strategic pos111on to run· 
l!! a in supply rout e runn ing 1wa r I t3li on. the 1s t Au s t ra lian _Ta sk la~ciin g zone. oth~r ~llil"~t units', (Contlnurd on Bal'k Pagr) trol the Dak To .re ;.; ion." 

__ ~e an•a with tons of · l•tt l'rtlt' Foret' , and th e 1Sth D1,·1:;1on. int'lud ino unit · of the 5th Sp " i·tl 
.111d bridge s~an :; . Arm y _ or t_h~ Republic _<Jf \"iet - FotT<'S Grou ', mo,·l'd ove r\~~d 

The lntens!l"e sran·h lnrnt-d I na m tAR\ :'\) are part1cipatm<> · t -1- - pd · d t t 
·· t( t' d t· ·I.: p - ~. · h · - - .·. " tn o post ion s es1gne o rap 

. . on tnuc -~n a ~-- _a,,,!_ _ _ tn t e tn -nauon d1 I \ e. the 5th \"iet Cong Divisi o n i_n the B ff ,~ J s I dense jungle area near th e South 
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Is Nqthing Safe? 
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lqo~:-J~ef.C?re _You Sleep u a 'Oeo 1<yf roopers. c~~: l~~a~nd 3rd Squadrons/ or . • d h • the 11th Cav. maneuve red into 
- blocking positions along High-~,-~ w . at s I g n Means ;~~~ 1 ~~:;i~~en~c;~:~ ~toh~g ~~~~~ 

TA:'\I kr, (Hh INF-IO),-..When Nor did it deton a te the next 
.-an- infantt.)' rlran is tired Iii can morning when the p I at o on · 
_sleep just - aqout anywhere. For mo1·ed out of the area. The mine 
!st Lt . Roger Ladd this inrludC'd went completrly · undiscovered 

.4.\ KHE, (Isl C.-\ \ -10)-Sky- the words and rontinufll their west route. . 
~oopers of thr 1s t Cavalry Divi- mission. · Tanks and armorl'd personnl'I 
11on s,.. lst Brigade can be th ank- . . carriers o{ the 11th ACR also 
.ful they are not as ht•a ,·y as Co_. B follo'1.l'<l the s3 me t ratl provided sec u r It v for Rome 
--i·ater buffalo . for_ the reruaind r r of the day Pl . ,A ol C • . i ••th 

C · u11·u the - he<l th · • -· t · o"' "'ams omp~) ·"'• ,,., ompan,· B !st Ilatta11·on ~th ' ) reac e ir '-''" rna- E · lb h e<l · · ' · ' · ,\( h · J . nameers as ev s a\· vege· 
·fa miry, · ...-h ile · Qn a recent tion. · te r t e ir t'f rnse had tattoo from the sides of Hiahwav 
sweep uith the ! s t ca,- on tb~ been set up and choll' se rwd, 1 d t th l"" d 0 .d· . · ' h . · . . an cu pa s vv-yar s 'K' I e 
]ona Son pl ams saw a si vn t e com pan) interpreter ~as th h th l 1 . o . • . • " • a ·k · -' ·h t h . "d roug e ung e. • 
-sntten m \ telnam <·sc on th~ ' l"--' " a t e si gn 531 · o I 1· ht d · tt · d . . ' ~ n y ig an sea ere con-
.llde of the trail. . He glanced at t_he _words, tact developl'd as the combined 
· · It "Kas hidden behtnd some gr 1 n n e d, and t ranslated the forces initiated search and de-

. tusbl"S · so rat~er than r rmoYe ·sign: Do no{ walk 1.-atu · buf. stroy missions, combat and 
llhe sign. Skytroopers, _altbongh falo along this tnil--lt is booby. r erunnaissance patrols, and ex-
ana.ble to read II, {'()pied do"·n trapped." · t ensive jungle -·-clearing opera-

sleeping on a "bouncing belly" until the platoon return ed later 
mine. · · that day. · . 

Ladd's platoon, the · reconnais · Ladd went back to hi s sleep· 
sance pla toon, lst Battalion, 35th ing area, not .realizing how much_ 
Infantry had been operating as his luck had a Ire ad y · been 
a blocking force : They chose a jJushe<l. But this time , as he 
I and in g zone that they con· laid down his rucksack , he 
sidered sale as a n ight position. noticed the mine's characteristic 

They used norn'ial precautions three prongs. The prongs had 
In rhe<:klng the area, then he• had some of thei r camouflage 
gan to set up {or the night. The knocked away. 
ll r utenant laid out his gear, In·. The mine was detonated in 
flate-d his rlr mattress and ·set· place and .Ladd spent the nigh t 
tle-d - lt--0n 1he mine. For some on that very spot because. a 5,-
unkn<Jwn reason H didn' t det.o·. he put it, ''I-t was the one spot 
nate. around here _I knew--wrrrsafe .... ~---
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