
Final touches preparo the rotor of a newly assembled chopper. 

A homeward-bound Huey gets a thorough cleaning. 
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Army aircraft proc 
bring. them in and 

ssing detachments 

~AICON-:\ squud or infa111rym1·n d1nri..:t· from 
u lluer while two ('obrus provitl 1• s 1·ruri l \' from 
•1bov1· . · 

.. \n nrtiJ\,•rr obiwn·t."r pilot:oi hi:t llinl Do).! in u 
l 1 ~ht t'lrdl• :.ts h1.• dwd.::s. lht' r1·~111t :-1 uf ul\ 11 1 tdk1 \ 
bo111b1\hilHl:'11I u C \'11l•tH) lrn11lu·r~. 

;\ Chinook brt•!J. kS lh1• morning s t il11h•ss of a 
lon l'ly fire s uppo rt bn!'ie ~s it bri nbS in supplit·s. 

:-.o m~lllt•r w!ll•r1• you art' in \'i1•!nam. , ·ou'rt> 
lll'\'1'r far from :\rmy ain·r:ift: tlwn• art' :-i~·ra:ll 
th \lusand p b111·~ :111tl lwlieoplt•rs 1•\'t•r n•adv to 
pro\'idt• some form of support to i.:r1Hmd 1 r:wps 
in th1• fi1•ld . 

Th1•r1• is · 111l doubl !hat till' .-\nm· 's :iirn:1f1 
h:1ve mad1• a big 1·0111rilrntit111 tu till: war. Hut 

. lhl· rii.:ors o( comb:11 n'<111irl' that !lwn• bl• a 
rl•ad~· SOUITl' of rl• plat'1•mrn ls for IJalllc d:1111ag 1·d 
or just plain worn ou! :1i1Traft. 

And tbt•n• ls: ;.\ l'O n st:.1 n1 1urno\·1·r o( :iirn;1fl 
as 111•w •rnd on·rh:rnll'd aircr:i(I an• br1111,1 . .:h1 inlo 
th(' flt'pllblk or \'il'lnum lo rl'plill't' ollll·rs thal 
h:1n• lH'('ll th111w.:1·d or havt• n·adwd th1· 1u1mlll'r 
u( fl)·ing- hours thnt will 1Jr111g llll' naft hack to 
lhc Unitt'd Stntrs fur t'Xll' lbi\'t' tJV1·rhn11b. 

And hant1ft1'1. lhis imporlnnt job un• mt•n uf 
lhe 5:.!0lh Airi:;Jit Prm·1•ssin~ tlt'ladrnw111 and 
olhl'r unit:> of !ht• l41h Ct•nt•ral Support l:roup 
l_..\ircn~(I ~fai11!t•no11l.'t' und Supply). l.ot':tll•d :it 
Saigon s ~l~11l'I. 3 lwllpurl, lht• 5:.~1h is rt•s p1111 s1hl 1• 

for !ht• ln~llal lll·l.'OUlltry prot·t>ss 1ng und, la!t•r , tlw 
r~·lrogrud 1 11..: of a large propnrl\011 of th 1• Arm\··~ 
a1rt'raft In !he Hl"puhlit· of V!t·l1111m. · 

"This Is Utt• only dt•lnl'hnwnl in \'k111am whtn• 
Wt' -do nolhini.: but llSSl'lllb lt• nntl tli su.;s 1·111hk 
.11rt'I u(I , , SU~~ CWI) n . w Gu1h1 It', 0((11·<"1 ·Ill 
t•hur~t· of !h1• tlt'lud1111t•11t. 

end them home 
• of the aircraft upan 

~tw !>~Oth lnkt·s drnrg hul Air Base from lh t• 
lht•tr arrivnl nl Tun Son f' 
Unilt·tl Stult· s . off .loadin1 
Ft1tt'l' lruns1rnr l \)lollH' !i . ' 

'tlu• t·r :i tt 11 r,• llu·ii t.i •Ht ' ~he to the deta('hmt'nt's 
lldh·I :J h1 ·utl 111 i.il·t.+ 14 htt· ssernbly. The ns.s.:om-
1.Jly lllllt• \'HI-It's \nth llll' aircrart. according to 
Cuthri1• . :\lllw ugh th 1·y 1 re shippe-d In St'C'Uons , 
"it is a t11tal nircraf t wh1 n it arrives," he. said . 
11 lukt•s fht• tlt'lad11111•11t'., technical specialists.­
mo<illy l'i\'lliuns untlt'r c1 ntr~ct to the Army­
from 1~.!i 111;111 hours (Cu the 011-S Cayu:H>) to 
:!50 111:111 h1111rs (for !ht• Cl -17 Chinook) to as.5.:0 nt· 
hit• tht• a 1rnaft th1·y rt'l' t! ve. 

In :i t!d1tinn ll1 th.1• l'ayu e and Chinook. aircraft 
pnH·1·:- s1•1 l lhruui.: h 11!1• ti •tal·hmenl inl'lu<l1.• tht• 
:\ll · I Culira . thl· ll -1 Hird , Dog, lhl• U-1 Ott~r and 
!ht• lJ ·ti lh'a\'t'I' . 

llt- ~id1•s t ill' ; 1 S~l· Jllh(y ' o( thl' aircraft, tht• 
(kladrn11·111' s pt•r.,1>r1111•I nlso i;ivt• !ht• craft a 
1)111rou~h 111 ~ pt't'li1111, iul'llldinl-! a test fli ght to 
111;1kl· :-.11r1· th;il ;ti\ parts i arl' working- propt• rly . 
1\ s :-oun a s 1ltc airnuft hus pron•n ltst•lf air· 
·,1,·01·1hy , it is 1:-.:-.t11•1l to a f t•ld unit n1.•t•tHng It. 

As ht•lko11lrrs anti fixt• v.:ing planl's are b<.'ing 
1111rotl1u·1·tl !hrnut-:h lhe roc:essing dt•lnc hmcnts 
af Saigon. Yung '1':111, Q i Nhon und Dn Nl.lnJ:, 
th1•rt• is a t'cHT1·s111111tl ing !low o( aircraft out of 
!ht• l'Olllllry. 

Hclrng rnding rm·1·rs rash damalo:t'1J nln-rnft 
;i11tl lhos1• th;i1 lw v1· n?1 ·htil "hl,.;h tinll'," lhl' 

maximum 11111nht•r of fl ng hou rs thut l:s con· 
"' .id1·n·d ~:i l l' for tl1t~ c111f s continued use. High 
11m1: .!nr a l!ll·I. lln1•r . fu1 instance, b about l ,!00 
hnlll !i. MilJ . (,1•11 . lloh t• 1 G. Wllllunu d,•pul\' 
a~ .... hl111u·c diid of ~luH for force den.'lopml•ni. 

~ ...... .. · 

.· ).: .. . 

This DEROSing. 

Dt•partmt•nt of th~ Army, cited' the cast• of th t• 
first Cnyust• or the war to corrlptcte 1.000 hours 
ol combat nytnc. The helicopter had. ht• sa id, 
"be-en shot down l ive times and recovrn~ re· 
('t'i\'t."d firl:' on 57 ()('('asions and survh·t~· 150 
strikt•s. It was finally rt•trogradt"d to tht• States for 
o~· l:'rhaul and i;; probably a t lhis time baC'k in 
Vietnam fl.ring a~uin." 

Whrn an aircraft to be rl•trograded is brou~ht 
to the 520th, one of the first steps takt•n is~ to 
gi_v~ it a thoroug h s 1ea m clt'aning in compliance 
with U.S. ht•nlth laws. Th<.' craf t is tht•n dis­
asst•m!Jlrd and packai;:rd for sh ipml'nl back to 
repair s~ops in the Sta lt•s . 

Aftt"r this, the dt'lachment St't'S to it that lhl' 
aircraft an• Joud<.'<i on board an Air Fon·l~ trn11s· 
port plane at Tan Son Nhut. Fro m th1.•rt:' th'-'Y 
will bt• takt•n to Sh:irpl" .-\rmy 01..•pol. r\t•w Cum­
berland Army Depot or the Arnw ;\l•ro-Depot 
:\laintt•nanc~ Centt•r (ARAD~L.\C) at Corpus 
Christi, Tt:~J.s. 

And tht•n tht• prot't'SS starls all on' r again. 

Although 3 high dt•gn'l' o f ski ll is n-quirt•d to 
prO<.'t•"is the a ir cra(I, particularly thl' mart• com· 
pit•:< Olll'S such as the- Chinook (It has some $-1 
bolts, t•ach a diCft·n•nl size. l,n !ht• nfl 11ilon nlont•). 
the aircraft mun• throu~h !he 5:!0th with rl'iutin• 

Tht• wor~ coes · on In round-fh, .. dock shills to 
ensur1.• that the unit :> in the !kid will not lnrk fot .. 
uir supp<>rt o( nil kinds. 

"Wt• mo\'c roughly SOO aircraft e mo111h, In 
11.'m1s O( lhc numbt•r o( !lntt•S you handle ~urh 
orw.·· Guthrie sa id. 

On an lnd ivldunl busl:s, the drlachmt•nt pro­
l' tSSt':i an U\' t'rogo of 170 hellcoptt•rs nnd !lxt'd 
win~ plarll's each month. 

The result o( such work Is that many aircraft 
are able lo serve more thun one tour In the Re· 
public o( Vietnam, although It Is dllflcult to tell 
fh\! first-tour ulnhlp from the vclt"ntn wht•n the)' 
arrln• (or usst•mbly. 

New landing skids are emplaced f~r easy shipment. 

~~r . . .. 
f ; ~;ey sits ready for shipment to the U.S. for over.haul. 


