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_ A palC al gunships from the 116tli As-. · .·City, killing ).1 enemy soldiers i~ two sep- the ll~th A.ssault Helicopter Co., artillery On Oct. 25, three VC soldiers were 
sault Helicopter Co., 269th Combat Avn. ·arate contacts. . . and a.1r stnkes were called in to augment killed aboard a sampan on a tributary of 
Bn., IZth Ani.. Group, 1st A\·la~oo Brl- Two days earlier, a gunsh1~ crew Amencan lire power. . . . the Varn Co Dong River three miles south 
gade, were rec<Jnn!ng the area Just north ~om B.Troop, 1st Squ.adron, 9~h Air Cav., Seventeen NVA soldiers were killed of Ben Luc by infantrymen or the 5th B 
of the Ho Bo Wcods Oct.. 24 when they __ Killed three NVA soldiers moving through the same day by men of the 2nd Bn., 27th 60th Inf.-- n., 

• 
'.<>:. 

r 
' ~.-

fpGlted movement In a crater, nine miles the jungles 20 miles north of Quan Loi. ---1nr.; 22 miles west of Cu ·chi in day-long -- ___ · __ ··-- - _ . f , 
cortheast of Trang Bang. . Earlier in the week, a hunter-kill~r · .isolated .. small ski~mishes. _ j 1st In 011;-------~. ---·.- J;,-

-·--Due to heavy vegetaUon;.vislbility .was _,_te'!f!l_ lr_om ~. '.froop, 1s_t Squad~on, 9th Air Two_ Clays e~rher; · 12 ·NVA soldiers - --· d_ .A platoon of infantrymen of Co. B,. 2nd 
pctr. Hcwever, they each fired several Ca~., k1ll~d eight NYA troops m four sep- were killed by _mfant~ymen of Co. B, 4th Bn '. , 12th Inf., 1st Infantry Division, pa-
rcckets and_Jlew back 0 ,-er the area to ·ara.e a.ct1ons 12 miles north~est of ,Tay Bn., 9th Inf., eight miles northeast of Go __ trolling the Saigon River nine miles , 
discover ltley bad destrnyed an enemy Ninh City. ... \ Dan Ha. _ _ --- southeast of Dau Tieng aboard "Ski I\ 
bunker and killed three enemy soldiers. . 1 . . 1st Avn Bde Els._ewhere, 15 NVA were killed s·even -- Boats" (outboard motor-powered -laun.ch:~- - i 

Trocp-carrying 116th _ helicopters . then On Oct. 23 , gunships" of the 22 nd Com-' miles northeast of Tay Ninh by_ tankers ?f es) killed nine _vc Oct. ~O. The enemy sol-' · . · .. ·:" : 
. Inserted 'Co. A, 2nd Bo., 12th Inf., 25th In- bat Avn. Bn., 121h Avn. Group, and a __ Co: A, 2nd. Bn., 34th Armor with the _aid d1ers were try1!'lg to swim across the riv- . ~- ,, 

fantry Dhisloo, troops t-0 sweep the con- gunship from the 2401h Assault Helicopter of cannoneers o[ _tb.g_ 7th-:Bn., 11th Field er. ! :. 
tact zooe: The Infantrymen eorountered a Co., flying in support' of the Arm . of the _ ~n.d gunships ~!rom the .187th As- ... On. Oct. 23, _seven enejtly so~diers at- , .. r 
J:;.r~e scale enemy force and called for Republic of Vietnam infantryme~ killed sa.ult Hehcopte~ Co. · · tempting _to swim across"the Saigon Riv- __ 1·-
art.llery and air support. l\len or Co. B eight VC and de. tained anothe. · . On Oct. 22, infantrymen of Co . D, 3rd er hve miles we~t or Ben Cat were kille·d - ''· 
were brought In. _ • • 1. .. Bn .. 22nd Inf., killed five NVA regulars by the lst-~Infantry--Division's, 1st Bde. , . ' ·. 

-·------A ptatcon of.Sherldan-Assault.Yehlcles _ ·-- __ :~ _ America/ Div emerging · from a cave on the south- operating in U.S. Navy patrol boats. - ·-- - --- •--
::nd armGrca perscooel carriers of the · Soldiers .or HT-roop, f'ttheav., Amer:--ea_stern -slopes of the -Black -Virgin .Moun_- _~ d~y later, Big Red One soldiers [: 

_ __ __._rd_Squadron, 4th Armored CaY., were . ical Qivision, killed seven NVA soldiers tam. . . · . ~ound!1ve smallenelny--caches-contain f'. 
called in and swept lrito what was later . rn tlfelrra:sslarrds-i:r·-.niles-northwest-of---Lat~~n..the-da)'......Se.'l.f!Il...ell~dkr.s__ i1l~ a total or 21 82mm mortar rounds, 200 ~ 
ck_Wmlned to be a supply-and-assembly Quang Ngai City and captured seven were killed when .soldiers from the sam-e~~1com gre_nades, eight cases or Ch1com ",. 
tfl!Pat for a VC regiment (made up 80 to RPG rourids, ·one RPG launcher and four cvmpany, patrolling less than · one-half high explosives, 35 RPG rounds, four SKS 
90 per cent J'{VA regulars). ,_ . AK47 rifles Oct. 26. - · mile from Patrol Base Rock Crusher, rifles , three CKC rifles, a French-made 

After fife hours of fighting, 47 Com- On Oct. 22, gunships of F Ti:oop, 8th .spotted 10 to 15 enemy soldiers moving 7 .7mm bolt-action rifle, a 9mm pistol and 
munlst soldiers were k.illed and the re- Air Cav., op~g six miles northwest toward the southern base or the Black ... two other individual weapons. 
malnlng enemy force retreated. or Tam Ky killed four enemy soldiers. Virgin. .: / On Oct. 26, the c.ommander of Co . C, · 

4
. h I f D • -Two days earlier, four enemv. soldiers . Twenty-three members of an es ti- 1st Bn ., 16th Inf., spotted a beir-can-sized 
t n IV, ·were killed in a brief fire fight four miles mated NVA platoon were killed Oct. 26 in hole along a wooded trail while-on a mis-· 

Soldiers of Co. B, 2nd Bn., 8th Inf., 4th rnuthwest of Due Pho by men of Co . C, a day-long series of small skirmishes in sion ·to survey a destroyed six-bunkered 
Infantry Division, mounted on armored 4th Bn., 21st Inf. the hedgerows and unde'rbrush six miles complex-six miles northwest of Ben Cat. 
personnel carriers, skirmishe<l with an Later in the ,week, a reconnaissance southwest of Ben Cat. The small opening led into a . conc.r~te:-:::-

- undetermin ed number of NVA regulars in element of the 1st Bn., 52nd Inf. killed .3 ·d Bd 9 h I f storage bin con·taining 97 SKS rifles, two 
the hills 19 miles northwest of Pleiku City four enemy soldiers and captured ~n SKS r e, t n . light Soviet-made machine guns, seven 
Oct. 21, killing 24. . rifle, an·AK47 rifle, a pistol ·and a carbine A patrol from Co. B, 2nd Bn .. 47th Inf.. ·Thompson submachine guns, 25 K44 car-

Elsewhere in t~e 4th ,Division's area. five miles.north of Quang Ngai City . supported by ar.tillery an~ gunships killed . ~ines, five gr.ease g~ns, ~ix . C~C bolt-ac-
an Sl)l Transportation Bn. convoy moving 25th 1· f D 10 VC Oct. ~3 m ._a 20-mmute battle one · t10n sniper n(les with live h1ghpowered 
through the Mang Yang Pass, 24 miles . · n IV . mile south of their Long· An Province telescopic sights, 114 RPG rounds, 1,955 
east of Ple1ku , was ambushe<l with RPG On Oct. 23, soldiers of Co. C, 2nd Bn .. base camp. - · -:-- --- ·-·-,----".51-caliber rounds, _174_57mm recoilless 
and small arms fire from an estimated Hth Info., 25th Infantry .Division, killed 15 Three days la fer, men of the 5th Bn.. rifle rounds and two mortar sighting de-
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~t\l!ffiY platoon. . . and detained one NVA soldier hiding in a 60th Inf., killed .five VC and supporting vices. 
· Driver~ sped. through the .·pass as Cos. .co.mplex of old bunkers and tunnels 10 elements killed another three during an -1st Bde, 5th Inf . I ' - · :~ 

A and B 1st Bn., 69th Armor, dropped miles northwest of Cu Chi. Gunships from ambush three miles south of Rach Kien. 
back to e~gage the NV A soldiers with .50- ·~' -

·caliber and main gun fire ·from their M48 
medium tanks. Gunships support_ed the ., - . . . ~W<G MA 

_ __;~k2,~nd 10 NVA s_!lJdiei:_s.Y{~_rn.Jqlled In ---- ·------ ---·-·- --·_------·-~"~ 
- · --- On Oct. - 26 , · 16 Commumst soldiers -=7· ·i . ·-

were killed in a two-hour battle three ,.JI, HI.£• 

--·- miles northeast of An Khe by the men of _ ' ·-
. the 1st Bn., 69th Armsf's scout platoon .. _, 

with the aid or gunships of the 238th Avn. 8<l b · M h 1 ~ 
Co. and artille_ry _of Btry. A, 2nd Bn., 17th 111 •ii• hi (. "' 
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Arty. . .· ltht Ab. Div ~ ' \. 
. The Communists were - maneuvering · -· .. 0....:i ', . "\ .. 

- Fiv.e NVA regulars were killed by sol- - :. 
diers of theist Brigade, 5th Infantry Di­
vision (Mechanized), Oct. 24 .as they at- .'-

. tempted ·to infiltrate their night. positiol) __ _ ·-- - -- ----
six miles northeast or the Rock Pile. - . . . · -
· - 101st Abn Div 

Meii-of. Co :-C, 2nd Bn:;- 502nd Inf.; 101st 
Airborne Division (Airmobile), killed five 
VC soldiers Oct. 21 as they .walked down 
a trail and into their .night defensive posi- . 
tions in the foot hills 19 miles southeast of 
H~. •. . - . 

Two days later, Screaming Eagles o[ 
Co: B, 2nd Bn.; 502nd Inf.; skirmished -·- - ·- into a position near a strong point along _-..:._._· , _ ' ' :) ~ 

----Highway--19-in-an-:attempt-to--a-mbu& · Am.rk•.'__~~v -- J °"{' n~ - Out.HG >l.l. ------briefly-with · five.Communist soldiers . who ___ _ 
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1st Logistical Command convoy when -- · - ' - ---- _, - < · · - --
they were spotted. . - mrd Ab• _lid• - - ) • """ TO 

----···· · ___ _ .. · ~-- walked into their night positi<lns 25,miles -- ~ . 
southeast of Hue, killing two enemy sol- . 

SJl'eeping the battle zone, the tankers ,.,, ) "°"" '""• 
found four AK47 rifles, a RPG launcher <th 1.1 Dh· .I "°'\"-"' 
and three signal flares in and around two I 
four-foot deep r~i11!orced bunkers, two h• Lo• Cmd _ .,,..., --- u 

fightin~itions and an. observation . -- '-. - · ""l}{-
post. lt!tb 1r:ir Bdc . 'l\: --/ O.J 

1st Cav Div lrd/Klod Abo Div·~ \ 
0£~~ 

_ On Oct. 20, grountl troops of Co. A, 5th 
Bn .. 7th Cav., 1st Cavalry Division (Air­
mobile), supported by artillery and Air 
Force jets clashed with an undetermined 
number of NVA soldiers in the thick jung­
les eight miles northeast of Song Be, kill· 
ing 14 enemy soldiers. · 

The sa me day a-·gunship from A 
· Troop:- 1st Squadron, 9th Cav .. in three 

afternoon actions killed 11 NVA soldiers 
' hiding ·in scrub trees ~ine miles north­
west or Nui Ba Den. 

Eisewhere , a large muni lions cache · 

ht lnr Oh· 

wa s ·u ,.t_.0ot ed by elements - ot··ecr.-A;-1.s.-------- - - -->.­
Bn., .5th Cav: , in a bunker complex be-
li'eved to be· an enemy district he3dquar-
ters eight fniles southwest of Loe Ninh. 

Men of A Troop, 1st Squadron, 9th Air 
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" Cav:;:-discovered-and-destro~d--a-su,;- . / 
peeled enemy st.aging a r e a 22 miles ~ · 
northwest or Tay Ninh City Oct. 23 . · 

Battle sites 
In the largest action of the day, heli- . 

copter gunships from B Troop engaged a 
NVA force in a running air-to-ground 
battle 20 miles ·north of Qu.an Loi killing 
16 en~.!!!Y soldiers in numerous clashes. . 

Elsewhere , an aero-rifle platoon of C . 
Troop clashed with an enemy force in the 
jungles 17 miles northeast ol Song Be, _ 
k'illing eight en.emy soldiers. . . • 

On Oct. 26, m en of Co. A, 1st Bn.i, 12th 
Cav.; repulsed a platoon-sized probe 'or 
their positions 12 miles north of Tay· Ninh 

~ 
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· diers. . · 
-· · .113rd Abn Bde : 

Elements of Co. N; 75th Inf., 173rd Air­
borne Brigade; discovered · a two-ton 

.cache in northeast Binh Dinh Province " . 
Oct. 26, containing 12 cases of MAS:i6 am- ··--.-­
munition. 12 cases of AK47 rifle rounds,· 
six cases of ·machine gun rounds, 106 
.57mm and .75mm ·recoilless rifle rounds · 
and 30 B40 .rockets. 

~99th Inf Bde ·~· 
. On Oct. 20, an observation helicopter 
of the 3rd Squadron, 17th Air Cav :, 199th · 
Light Infantry Brigade, spotted a .50-
bunker complex hidden from the air by 
double cano.py jungle five miles northeast 
of Xuan Loe. . \ 

Air ~trikes were c'alled iii and four '. · \..._ 
enemy soldiers were killed in the bomb- · 
ardment. • 

--- The same day, men of Co. A, 3rd .Bn .. 
7th Inf., patrolling six miles southeast of 
Xuan Loe unearthed a .munitions cache 
containing 10 SKS rifles, 12 assorted indi­
vidual weapons, seven 60mm · -mortar 
rounds., two Chicon\ rifle grenad~s. ·a .30-
caliber light machine gun and 15 rolls of 
wire. · ' 

3rd Bde, 82nd Abn Div· 
Three VC were killed and an AK47 

rifle, an AK50 and a B40 rocket -round 
were captured by th'e men of the 3rd Bri­
gade, 82nd Airborne Division, ' in the Iron · 
Triangle 35 mi!Cs northwest of Saigon 
Oct. 21. ·. . . . . · 

El~ewher~. 2.ll tunnels and three bunk­
ers were destro,-ed by the men of 'the 3rd 
Brigade, 82nd Airborne . Divisioo. and 16 

. individual :weapons .captured. 

., 

t 

~· ~ -- -

' - · 



"--u.":". · 

ti' 

' . ·(_ -· ., - , . · - -

·A ·gunship· underlines the team's firepower 
-· - .-; 
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:PH OC VINJi-A hail of bullets and rjfkets stre'likl.ng down 
a bea of light are only part of the Nighthav. ·surprise-waiting for 
Charli operating during darkness in the 1st ·cavalry Division 
(Airm e) are·a of operation ... ·- - --

The s prise is packaged in the form of a specially · equipped 
Huey chopper teamed up with a deadly Cobra. . 

The firepower available · to this team includes two 7 .62mm 
miniguns, each capable of firing 4,000 rounds a minute; . a 40mm 
grenade launcher, delivering 150 grenades In 30 seconds; and 76 
2.75-inch rockets in a variety of weighl~. warheads and fuses . _ ---· 

-The Nighthawks patrol the di\·ision's area each night with 
assistance from several target detec tion teams , ranging from the 
infantrymen to sophisticated ground and air radar. When the 
Nighthawk team is alerted to a poss ible enemy loc\).j,ion. the crew 
is' well equipped lo find whatever is lurking in the shadows. near 
friendly positions . / · . 

A'.' powerful infrared light ai:id scope turn night into day for 
the kecn~yed targ'e t detection ~crewman. Also at his disposal is a · · 
night observation devi ce. which needs only starlight to opcrafr 
effectively . 

Resides these two modern electronic detection systems . the 
crew. uses the "ultimate finder" - a 50.000-watt Xenon searchlight 
which not only serves as a locator but also as a marker of the 
enemy's position. . --

Tb.e Nighthawk's specialty is giving close support lo the in· · 
fanlry unit · irc a · night defens ive or ambush position . The moment 
.that an infantry squad spots movement around its pos ition, word is 
flashed .to the Nighthawk. 

---=--rn--am-atter-uf"Seconds-lhe-unit-briefs0 the-pilots--and-marks--the---­
ositio1lS-With__a_lighL1haLc:an_onb:_be seen from the sky. _Quicklv. 

the Nighthawk begins searching the area until target aetector 
Spec. 4 Harold Boatz picks up movement on his scope. _ 

---With -a -target .. in...s ight ,_WCLJohn...Snowgrcn._piloling _lheJluc): ____ _ 
banks lo the left while co-pilot WO Ronald Baker informs the 
Cobra pilot circling above the Huey of the sighting . · 
- - · As the -se-a-rchli'glifbeam hits ' the -ground.- the Infantrymen below- - ---­
relay their ·positions in reference to the light before the Huey's 
radio crackles with-"Nightha.wk Two . thi s is Dodge Six . you a rc 
clear ·to engage ." · ' . . 

On the minigun, Spec. 4 Stanley Cook pours a constant stream 
. of Ji re and lead down into ·1h·e small beam of light. Moments lat er. · 
the Cobra overhead rolls hot and releas es a burst of minigun fire 
and a salvo of rockets fro'm pods tucked under _its sides . 

The light goes dark, but infra1'ed scopes continue to probe the 
· target area for an assessment of· damage. . · - ,. . · 

· Mission compleledJor Nighthawk means that the enemy ~a s 
been : caught and slopped in the darkness before he can strike 
at unit positions on the ground. 

\, ..___,--
Huey and Cobra depart at sunset 
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