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· . Skytrccper gunsh'ps Qf the Isl Cavalry · • . inules latn . .. an unidentified numl_>er .• larges_( s~ngle action -o.f .the d.ay, a Cobra . Inf., _spotted several squad-sized Com mu-
. Dh·;sl<..n (Alrmoblle) .were credlted_w'ith_ ·, .1VC soldiers were spotted movin_g ... (.gunship-hght ~bservllt1on helicopter team nisl elements moving through the flooded 
.lbe_m.ajorlty of 72 enemy kills In d;iy-long ac.ross a. rice paddy toward the }rd. Bn-: sl~lke~ and kill ed· seven . Communists 14 - rice paddiel and . intermittent hedge-
. action <lD . Oct. 31.-· A -.series or ·air-to- · $ de mfanlry!Ilen . The A'?-encans ~ . nules east-southeast of Song Be. gro\'es of t~ Citadel area seven miles 
grcund fJ.arc-ups cente~d around ·the 6\>ened up with sma)l arms, killing two of ·· ·... Sky troopers killed an · ~ddi~ior.al _20 northwest o(Cu Chi. Covered by: gunships 
Sccg Be area pitted gunships of B Troop, t~.e e~emy and roulmg l~e rest. Arhl_lery · NVA soldiers-the-next day m widely d~s- of the 116lh Assault Helicopter · Co., the 
l~t Squadron, 9th 'Cav. ag~lnst sm~l . .f1~e directed on the fl eei_ng enemy killed pe:sed co 11ta~ts with sma!J Communist .- infantrymen open ed fire on the evarling 

-··-·--- r."VA units resulting In 41 N\A regulars- another two .. 1:-ale that mg~t . the unit r_e: umts. . · . . enemy forces, killing nine and capturing 
k;Jled. . · turned to their ·ambush site ahd agam .On Nov . 1, 1s t Cav. soldiers and gun- four ·AK47 rifles. Seven other Communist 

Sister gunships of A Trocp, Isl Squad- sk ir mished with a small VC for ce, killing . s~ips. were credited wit_h eight . enemy soldiers were kill ed during the day in 

"\ . 1\. 

;j 
· ..: !.... 

i 

nn, Sth Cav. also Engaged small NVA thre.e. Other sporadic ac llon brought th e k1l~s m two separate actions near ·Quan scattered action. 
--· .. -'· roccs twc-mlles from the Cambodian -· days enemy death toll to 25. . Lot and Tay Ninh . . Tr_opic Lightning gunships accounted 

bcrder In Tay Ninh Prnvlnce. · In a series On Ocl. _2 9, infan tryme n of the 3rd Bn- / J · A Bd · for nine of 20 enemy killed by the division · 

r 
cf four sklr!!tfsh~. 11.ivo~lng _ artillery ·and ga.de tea~ed up with 17tn Air Cav. gun· st yn e in a pair of air-to-ground battles on Oct. 
tactical air slrlkes, the Americans killed · ships to kill 12 VC flu shed · from -a Long . . ./- · , · 31. Gunships of D Troop, 3rd Squadron, 

- eight 1'-YA scldle rs and destroyed senral An Pro\'ince nipapalm grove. The 2nd Gu.nsh1ps of A Troop, 7th » Squad!·on. 4th Armored Cav., supporting soldiers of 
uncompleled bunkers. Bn .. 60th ·· Inr:,- soldiers were patrolling a 1st Air Ca\'. , spotted a~ Uf1known-s1zed the 2nd Bn .. 12th Inf., rolled in ove r hed· 

:.1 

A recon team from Co. 11, 75th Inf., densely wooded grove shortly before noon en_e n'ly force. on the rnornmg 2f, Oct.. 30, ~O gerows north of Trang Bang. flushin g out ·- . 
added to the tally when th.cr.J_l!MINI "ith when_tb_ey~ga_,ged an estim_ated .enen_~~--~-ile~ nor~~wes~ _or Ca . Mau.' Rolling ~n an unkn.9w~ number of VC and NVA sol- -~---· -
an estimated two platoon·s of ciicm)' sol- squad . killmg e1ghUupporhng gunsli1p with_ h~_B \) -mm1gun-ft~e,-t_he.-gunsh1p_d1er&-i nt0-an-open -marsh..area~ursts..of. _ ___ _ 
d:ers %0 miles northeast of Tay Ninh City. crews accounted for the other four enemy crews killed 21 C_ommumsts m the hour- minigun and rocket fire killed six enemy . 
Aided by Co. D, 2nd Bn., 7th Cav., gun· deaths. long battle. troops as they attempted to flee . 
ships, artillery, aerial-rocket artillery· • Two· days earli er , a minigun-packing Meanwhile, gunships of the 116th As-
and tactical 3.tr strikes , the .unit _acco_unt- __ ....... -- · - . 1st Cav Div light observation helicopt er of the 7th sault Helicopter Co. killed three more 
ed for %1 additiona l kllls. · ·c' - . . . . . ·.Squadron; 17th Air Cav .. killed seven ene .c enemy soldiers ·in a brief battle th ree 

Infantrymen of Co. C, 2nd Bn., 7th Inf. A ls! Cavalry Dl\'ls1on (Airmob1le) my soldiers while flying in support of th e miles north of Cu Chi. 
killed a single NVA ·scldier 20 mites gunship recei\'ed automatic w:eapon_s I.ire 4th. Infantry pivision. ·wo ·Jam es Chap- _The -next da;~. gunships from the same 
r:c.rth...-esl of Tay Ninh City bri nging the on Oct. 27, while on a routine m1 ss1on man followed. a well-used jungle . trail to umt);iove,red_ ov.f!r fi elds and ·hedgerows 
tc.tal of enemy kills for the day-long near Phuoc Binh. The B Troo_p, l ~ l an en emy b'u"illier .complex nine : miles six miles nor fh Cif ·Trang Bang. As in-
stepped-up acllcn to 72. . Squadron, 9th Air Cav .. Cobra pilot di· northeast of An Khe . Spotting· seven ene '. ·fantrymen from the 2nd Bn., 12th Inf .. 

. -··-· ... -·· _. ---·--· ree led se\·eral rncket and rninigun runs my soldi ers on a parallel trail , he roll ed ·flu shed an unknown number of NVA sal-
on a cluster of NVA r egula rs around an his LOH in and killed all seven . . diers into an open area, two gunships 
82mm mortar emplacement. killing 12 - ) . . . rolled. in with minigun and rocket fire as 1st ln'f:- Div 

. . . . . . . enem;:......soldiers_.Sex.eral_o_ther_Uncoo· 25th-Inf-Div ..::~"~·- theoertemy'1roops tried to flee. In the en-
. First. Infantry D1\'1s1on soldiers_ com- nec ted fire fi ghts netted a d a y-long total suing ·: !our-hour air-to-ground battle;-T.l ____ _ 

b!ned with U . ~. Na\' )~- patrol boat s in _tw.o of ~8 enemy killed. Soldiers of the 2Sth Infantry Division. Comm~nisl soldi.e rs were kill ed. . . 
nights of actn it; to kill 32 _enem ~_~old~:_i .s The fqllowin g day, lsl Cav. gunships , s upported by art illery and gunships . Scattered acllon n~tted an addittonal 

.attempting to cross th e Saigon RiHr: Air Force j ets and artillery teamed lo de - killed -19 · enemy ·soldiers Oct;- 28 · in ·spo:-'·<eALcnemy soldiers dunng lht_~)'.· 
Soldiers of the 2 n~. Bn .. 2nd In~:· sigh t- s troy a large enemy base camp one mile radic fighting . In the largest .acti;n of the ·--" · . - · 

~i~· e s~~f;s ~·~~~ -~r~; m~ 1 ';0 
f"~mmers from the CamJ?odian border , killing 12 day, 2nd Bn .. Hth Inf. , "Golden Drag- · · ·199th Inf Bde 

the river the ni ht nor Oct. ; 7 n Tacro~~ t'/VA regulars. Thir.ty-tw:i other ene~y o'.1s" e!lgag~d an estimated 12 NVA sol-
fantrymen and s~lors from the 531 s~eR:v. soldiers wer~ killed du ring the day m d1 ers six m1le_s~northeast .o! !rang Bang. 
er Patrol Division opened fire on the sc_a l_lered acllons throughout th.e 1st Cav . . !he en_emy d1 n_o.t retu_r111 fire, bu'. fled 
Communists with MGO and .SO-calibe a- .a1 ea of operation s. . 11:nmed1ately le_ vmg behmd . the bodies of 

h. k"ll° . . r m . On Oct. 29, a tota l of 20 enemy soldiers six NVA regulars. . 
~ngme tghuen_sp,_al1
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!'gbfnte . _Thel ndext _mldorn ·--were ·killed by 1st Ca\' . - soldiers .---In -, the -=--·· On Oct. 30, troops of the 2nd BlJ., 12th 

1 . r oa -moun e so 1ers · · . 
were wa iting motionl~ss in the wa ter 30 
yards from the original contact when H 
more VC tried to m ake the cross ing. 
Again. the U.S. force opened fire, killin g . 
all 14 enemy soldi~rs . 

In two sepa~ate actions the ·ni ght of 
Oct. n:- infantrymen again combined · 

---- -"w'-'-'·ith Navy· patrol bcrats to kill an addition- · 
al 13 Communist: soldie rs -attempting ' to ·:-· 
cross . the river west of the division's base I 
camp al Lai Khe. 
. On Oct. W.,..Soldiers or Co. c. ·2nd Bn .. 
2nd Inf., spotted and killed five VC sol­
di ers again trying to cross the Saigon 
River in th.e same general are3.· Nine oth· 
. er enemy deaths were recorded in fi \'e 
separate actions on tjie same day. ·. · 
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Patrolling Redcatchers of tlie 3rd Bn .. 
.7th Inf., · killed two enemy· soldiers at-. 
teti1pting to cross a clearing eight miles 
ea.st of Xuan Loe on Oct. 27 . The next 
day: a helicopte r° crew " from the ·3rd 
Squadron, 17th Air Cav. came under 

. heavy machine ·gun fire southwest of 
_Xuan Loe. The gunship returned the .fi re , 
. destroying an anti-aircraft position and 

killing four VC gunners . . --
On Oct. 31, 199th soldiers accounted 

for tv•o VC deaths · in separate contacts 
near Xuan Loe. 

:._·_· 4th Inf Div 

Soldiers of the 4th · Infantry Division, 
supported by . tanks, artillery and gun­
ships trapped an unknown number of 
NVA r egulars on a hillside in· the Centrnl 
Hi gh lands, killing 20 in a one-hour battle 
on Oct. 29 . 

. A trio of early morning ambushes net­
ted nine VC kil led on No\'.). 

...ri_'_ _--....,; . ., Soldiers or Co. D. 1s t Bn .. 8th Inf .. -='· 
were patr<!lling the hill fou.r miles east ot 
An Khe when th ey received AK47 rifle 

Americal Div 
America! Divi s.ion soldiers killed eight 

VC soldiers and one NVA r ifl eman in 
nine individual skirmishes and found th e_ 
bodies of two addition al NV A soldiers for · 
a day 's total of 11 on Oct. 27. 

The next morning. Co. n·. 1st Bn .. '46 th 
Inf.. soldiers spo tt ed a small VC force 
mo\·ing about 75 yards from th eir posi · 
ti ons. 19 miles southwest or .Tam Ky. The 
soldiers _o pened fi re . killin g four or th e 
enemy and capturing three AK.47 rifles. 

On Oct. 31. minigun fir e from division 
helicop te r gunners or Co. B, !23rd A\'n . 
Bn .. k illed three NVA regulars and a lone 
VC soldie r in two separate actions three 
miles south of Due Pho. 

3rd Bde, 9th Inf Div ·- , ,.___ 

J and B4~ rocket fire from the Communist 
force. Returning fire, th ey forced the ene-
my further up the hil lside where th ey 

~ cani e under a heavv a ir-tp-ground attack 
from...fil!Jll).Orting gun ships. 

/. 

Artillery from nearby fire bases and 
tanks from Hq . Co., 1st Bn., 69th Armor, 
a lso pounded th e enemy. As da rkness 
fell . the enemy fl ed leav ing behind 20 
·dead. · 

The following day . infantrymen fought 
two unknown-sized enemy forces. result­
ing in 28 enemy kill s. Sold ie rs of Co. B, 
3rd Bn .. 12th Inf. ; reacted to an a tt ack by 

' ' enemy ~oldiers 24 miles northwest of 
Pleiku. The soldiers killed eight Commu­
nis ts with the a id or artillery' ; gunships 
and tactical a ir support. /; 

Elements of Co. ·D, 1st Bn . .- 8th - Info; 
w.ere attacked by · an enemy force three 
miles east of An Khe. Gunships from D 

"Go De\ils" of the 3rd . Brigade , 9th 
Infant ry Division, killed 28 VC soldiers on 
Oct. 28 in Long An Pro\'ince. . · - ·· 
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.' Troop, Isl Squadron,. 10th Cav .. assisted 
--- the infantrymen in the ·hour-long battle ·----= 

th at left 20 enemy soldiers dead. 
In the largest action of the day, Co. C. , ·· .. · , __ _ ,_ . .. · . . . 

2nd Bn. Hth Inf ., soldiers were attacked ,.:..;;,r::..,. .. ,. ·' ' . • . ~--- \ • '. · •· · . __ ,., . 
while on patrol seven miles southeast of ~.·.. . . • .. - ~- .... ::· -';w;.~'' . . --
Tan An. The infantrymen-responded with . · : "" ,i·-;;, ·;;,·~~~ · · ,. .. • - _ Su ea111i11g Eagle3 of Ce. G, 2Ad-B-n..,,~-~---
sma)l arms fi re dr i\'ing the enemy force -./-· : · - - .:;-""<:£;,, .- . J:.f.i:~."' · • ~-- - ·· · ·· 501st Inf., killed two NVA rifl em·en while 
pff ..l mmed!~lely. Ten VC soldiers were _ .;ro· : . : -c :~~~0~~- · · - -- - · · patrolling an area 15 mile s· west of Hue · 
kill ed in the brief encounter. - -- ------ · · ---_ -· -'-?.,;~_-":€R~..::-;-· .- -• on Oct. 27. 

A day earlier. members of Co. D 5th . . 01).. Oct. 29, soldiers fr om Co. C, 1st 
Bn .. 60th Inf.. manning a canal-side · a~- SLOSHING ACROSS a stream at the end--0f--a-tiring-day,-thiS-SOldier-B~amWnh-erlgagecl-arnLkilled...lw.a ______ _ 
bus~. spotted an · enemy sampan floating from the 4th Infantrv Division watches his footing iri the muddy water. VC soldiers in the sa~e area. Two more 
do"n the stream. The t roopers deton01ted ·. . . J..- • · • • · • enemy soldiers were killed on Oct. 31 , by 
claymore mines, killlrrg- all three vc sol- Hts unit from the 1st Bn., 12th Inf., was on a~ratton m t_ti_~ Central Scream in~ Eagles . in two unrel a ted air-
di ~rs aboard. Highlands. --- ---t o-grouna ·contact< · • 

\ 
101st Abn Div 

"(- ~ 



.... _., .. 
THE ARMY REPORTER , -.November 

----- --· - -

:-M e m bers of !he crash and rescue learn rush to a 'down_eg~_lj_uey as it erupts in flames 

A fire °f ighter searches fo r trapped victims . -f\ - 0 
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_Chop-per.crash simulated --
. -. -· c:f!;• . .. ::;t• -;·L . . · .. .. :L 4 1 ~I :L/ . · ·. ··-· .. '""'';>•c·•'rJiif'/trinft!iS"(ill-""TI• · ' .,. ·. · .· ·' 
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. ~EARCAT-Smokey the Bear was ;;,issing but H~ey which had been observed t~ crash by th'e · 
It did not seem to affect a crash and rescue team Bearcat Control Tower whi<':h had · iri tui·n con- . 

. during a dem ons tration marking National Fire tacted the crash and rescue team. -
. Prevenlio[l Week. · · " According to the simulation, the fchopper,.-

The demon stra tion, ·sta ged for a crowd of . thoroughly saturated with highly volatile aviation 
· Tha i soldiers of the RTAVF "Panther Division" fuel,' burst into flame just as the rescue team and _ . 
·stationed here, was conducted by members of the . ·supporting vehicles rushed t_o the crash site. - .1.:; 
315th Avn. Detachment, 222nd Avn. Bn .• ls! . - Withi'n seconds members of the rescue tea m 
·Aviation Brigade. . · . · were spraying hundreds of gallons or suppressive · 

Its purpose was to demonstrate that can air- white foam on the inferno and had safely removed 
craft crash and ensu ing fir e ·can be ·survived. _ .a dummy simulating a trapped aviator.· · _ 

"We attempted to show tha ( crash rescue is a - The six-man team, which Cleeves referred, to 
serious bu siness , but if a crash did occur this as "some of the 'finest and best -trained people in 
would have been the response," explained CWO , the Army today," -was able to extinguish -the - ---- '-· 
Edward D. CIEeves, the r escu e team 's .o(ficer in. roaring fire in one minute .and 32 seconds from 
cha rge. t~ time of ignition. · · . 

Conduct~d in a ba rren fi eld-south or the joint-. / Had the accident been for real, the quick 
I\· held Thai-American outpost, the demonstrati·on response might have made .the difference between 
was a simulated composite crash involving a UH!· life or dea th for the chopper's crew . 
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· Ga!lons of foam smother the inferno 
Foam finishes the fire 
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