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PHUOC VIND - Communist forces 
shattettd a l~w~k lull with vicious mor­
tar and sapper attacks against three 1st 
Cavalry Division (Airmobile) fire bases. 

The enemy . was mauled in each at­
tack. losing 1~ men during the night"s 
fighting_ HeliCQpter gu nships relentlessly 
pursued~ relreating fo~ in the hou rs 
a[tcr dawn to boost th e total enemy ·d,~ad 
to 269 for the 24-hour period. 

The early morning attacks were 
tipped off_by a 1s t Cav. ranger team that 
sp0tted 45 :'<-YA sold iers wi th AK47s and 
carrying lOimm rockets near (FB) But· 
tons. • ./\ 
. Without revealing their pd'.5 ition the 
team called in artillery and helicopter ~ 
gunship support from B Tro0p. 1st Squad­
ror/' !hh Ca• .. to kill ~I ;as · ht set in. 

The lnd Bde. Scouts aL ma.de con-
tact near FB Buttons in the dav. 
killing H l\'"YA .,u ars with suppor t 
from B T roop. · 

j irly simultaneous attacks were in­
_aga:01st FB Ellen. si~ · miles west 

: Be a nd near FB Blitttfos. 
A\ FB Ike. 11 sappers quickly overran 

one J)unker but got no further. thanks to 
an al~rt mr~s sergeant ·v.·ho do"'-ned · one 
sapper as he ran through the nearby 
ldtch;,n. then emptied %00 rounds from his 
Ml6 into the enemy-held bunker during a 
pitched battle at a range of 10 yards. 

. He\icopter gunship . Air Force 
spooky plane and artillery several 

.nearby fire bases blas trd the · rimeter· 
throughout the night . At dawn. 4S e nemy 
bodies were found in the art'a and fiv e 
suspects were detained . 

.. I.ve got to give ·the ARVNs at FB 
Vicki credit. .. said Lt. Col. Stephen 
Woods Jr .. commander of the lnd Bn .. 
5th Cav .. manning FB Ike. 

" They were giving us plenty of artil- · 
lery support while taking incoming at the 
sam e time." · 

found themselves lighting from the bum. 
"Probably 90 per cent of my men had 

never -..been in a real firefight." said Lt . 
Col. William Harrison. commander of the 
1st Bn .• 17th Arty. 

"Their respol)se was outstanding." · 
The enemy los t 6:! men in the attack. 

"We were watching the light show ar 
Buttons and wondering when we were go­
ing to get hit ." said Capt. Rocco Alexan­
der . commande r or Co. E . 1st Bn .. Sth 
Ca,-. at FB Ellen. ·- - - ----

"Two minutes later we got our an-
swer." · 

The sapper attack at Ellen was 
stopped short or t)l_e third strand of wire 
as helicopter gunsTiips. direct fire artil­
lery and Air Force jets strafed -the per­
ime ter . 

"The fire was so heavy."' said Staff 
Sgt. Casey Connelly , "that we had _ to fire 
our morta_rs while lying on the ground." 

teams from A Troop, 1st Squadron, 911\ 
Cav. spotted .~-caliber machine guns 
and several lnctfv1duaJs · two miles from 
FB Ike. · 

\(~ 

They engaged the enemy with -Aerial · 
Rocket Artillery aiid called In artilkry -~ 
and a jet air strike to kill 16 enemy. ~~ :: :;-

Helicopters from B Troop, bt Squad: . "~ 
ran. 9th Cav. killed five NVA regulars .. __ · . .,,:_- ~~~~d 
near Bu Dop. Then a LOH took .51-cali- .;: :· ~- .) .'".'~'.: ;' 'i~~ 
_ber fire. Engaging the area with ARA · - ~-,,:1 • '_' -~;- -.; ;i; 
and machine gun fire . the birds :\illed-::(;;. : :· :·--{.:...-::_",,;._, . 
five more and destroyed the weapons. ~'-:· . •j"_'_ ,..._ 

The divis ion .c.ounterofrensive on -ene- ·" · 
my withdrawal routes netted 40 more ~-
NVA soldiers the following day . 

The ene my s truck fir s t at F B Ike. 12 
----nmrtitle~ north or Tay i'\inh ... ;th sappers 

breaching the wire during a mortar bar­
rage. 

Sa ppers also breached the wire at FB 
Buttons.· iO miles to the northeast. but 
we:e quickly driven back. Artillerymen 
and clerks from the Sth Bn .. ith Cav., 

1st Cavalrymen killed 35 enemy in the 
battle. beating back the ground attack in 
'the first hour . Sporadic small arms fire 
was received until dawn. . . 

At first light hunter-killer helicopter 

In · the heaviest action 24 enemy were 
kllled 10 miles south of Song Be during a 
fierce air -to-ground .6uel witli C Troop, 
1st Squadron. 9th Cav. After a LOH drew 
small arms fire the hunter-killer team 
engaged the enemy with rockets and min­
iguns. then called in artillery and Air 
Force jets. 
· Action tapered off during the rest or 
the week but the total enemy killed (H4) 
was the highest since August 12. · · 
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Split-second _rescue 

Pilot ··extiac ts-Pawnee/ crew 
C.\...'\IP R.ADCUIT - cv.-o 

William Roach was not alone in 
his helicopte r gunship as he 
completed a dramatic rescue of 
two do...-ned helicopter crewmen 
10 miles south or An Khe. The 
llSth Assault Helicopter Co. pi­
lot was riding -..;th indispensable 
compani<>ns named courage. 
coordination and luck. / 

These three characteristics 
followed Roach as he n>sponded 
to a "ma,·dav·o distress call af­
ter settin-g d·o..-n at nearby LZ 
Patri cia . He moni tored the call , 
no:ed the crew 's r e po~ted loca­
tion. and immediat eh · lifted arr 
toward the do-.-ned crewmen. 

"! go: a perfect fix on their lo­
cation as th ey we~e going 
down . · · r eca l!ed Roach . " ! 
qu :ck iy un!oaded my su pplies at 
the LZ and witi>Jn m inu tes . I 
w-as hovering over their pos i­
tjon: · 

Th e d istre ss signal was also 
rr. o:i:tor ed by · thr e~ othe r gun-

ships. CWO Hugh Gologoly . led 
the gunships into J.he area from 
1st Bde. headquarters here. _ 

"I' m gofug af ter them." r adio­
ed Roach. as he spotted the ap-
proaching helicopters. " their -
chopper is in good. sha P€ . and ·I 
can see two men ." 

..Roger that."' ~eturne<l Go­
logoly . " We"ll give you all the 
fi:e support you need ." 

-- - Roach then se ttled hi s gunship .. 
down near the two crewmen and 
th ey quickly scrambled aboard 
the helicopter. 

"Their blad es -~-e~-;-;t;i1 rotat­
ing. so they we ren·t down more 
than· a minute. .. said R oach . 
"Like,,.·ise I lift ed .. off within 30 
seconds arter setting down ... 

As th e pilot completed th e ex­
trac tion . hea ,·y barrages of sup­
port firepower were expended 
by the supporr helicopters. Go­
logoly . . Lt. Da,·id Gibson . and 
CWO Gerald Clark b last ed the 

surrounding areas with rocket s 
and minigun fire during re· 
pea led gun runs . ~ 

"The fact that th e'cr~w main­
tained a certain calmness .aided 

VC cache _raided---· 
C.-\~P R.\DCUFF-.-\s m embers of the ~th Infantry Di,·ision·s 

Co. B . 1st Bn .. nnd Inf.. se_arched ror a ni ght location . they dis ­
c0• -? !'"-?d t !:r~ ~ne!Tiy tun n e!s C0ntai ~ i n ; ne·"·spape r and propa;;a nda 
ca:=;:-a!g~ eq;.;!~m e n t. 

Sgt . Richard Pat e led his men through a creek in search or 
a satisfactory position to set up their night location. 

··:\!o,;ng cautiously . we observed a hootch at the base of a 
mound:· said Fa te. ":\!aneuve ring around we swept the ·area finding 
three large enemy tunnels ." 

_U_S~AR~Ns_transf-er ~-~- -·· ---- --
1 C«;lrpS gun battery 
-- ~ ~---<'-

PHU BAI-The largest turnover of land-based equipment in· 
- •I Corps was completed when the newly formed ARVN H~th:.:...:.Ao.:rt_,,y'-' . ._-B=n~:· _ _ _ __ _ 

took onr the equipment of Btry. B. 6th Bn., 23rd Arly . 
. Thls transfer of U .S. Army equipment as part or President 

Nixon's Vietnamization policy is the first within the XXIV Corps 
area of operations. · 

· With the completion of the transfer. Btry . B will be deactivat~ ~ 
as part or Phase II redeployment. The personnel or Btry. !;\ wi!V'" -
be reassigned within the battalion or returned to the United Stat6. 

The equipment transferred includes six towed 105mm howitzers. 
all the battery's vehicles. tools. fire direction equipment and 
CQmmunications gear. • · 

"We have been instr,ikted to get _the __ equipment_ in the _ high_es_l~----=------~ 
state or readiness be~ turno\·er," said Maj . Richard L. Reynard , . · 
6th Bn . executive ·officer . ···---

' · According to Maj . Isiac F . Boli1a>; Jr .. advisor to the Hth -
A rh; 'Th~" ~~i~·~~nt~s\J'!'lnJstiap'l>-:"ne 'sai0.''Thefia ffery·h-as done -
a good job of reconditioning _and maintenance. " · · ' 

With this equipment the ARYN Hth Arty._ Bn .. under _the com- .-
mand of Maj . Duong Binh Tuan . will have its second hnng and 
training battery . ... · . 
- _ In the pas t. the battalion had to train at FB Anzio. near Phu 
Bai. ~ 
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Pate and Pfc. James Hamm inspected the can!.s: discoveri ng 
15 sleepin !} positions along v.;th photography and printing equip me nt. · 

Ca ;iture<l were six cam e ras . one 200mm telephoto lens. film . - . 
~4 _ r eels of r e_co rding ta pe. photo pri:it paper. clothes. documents -a nd r. l JTDT~G l~ A suooort helicooter in the · camp. The men , · from the )st Bn., 


