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.· :0 aiJgjtlJ,l_::::~fi{hotles ne~CiB : Jliifit?F~·, . 
. . ,:,,,:P;~:~~:;,~, ,L ~. : -,-,h-:_j_d_": .• o-~~;;.~~;ym-e·n-~:~: :;,,,,,,:: .... e~ e" ... ~ .. :~i~r"m'u'" from _mwm•; or ~ ;~o;'.i~JE:~-.~-~.-~::s~:.· · :.-:·.'' · 
ei:.,·.; lst.J Ca.\·alry_jBIYlslon !<Altm<1bUe) n!sts_ ~ c. 8, m the bomb-pocketed. re- .a .Ho1 .Chanh_,..J"iflemen of Co. E. 75th Inf. Air·Cav . . · . ·: .. --·- .=... · · . --- :-,~~ 

· ecmbtDc:d with Civilian lrregufar Dclense gion P . . the Ho B? Woods seven miles crashed an enemy wedding ceremony Later in the week,- four -en em)' were · 
Group <PD_G) s;sl~us on Dee. 6 to kill S3 northw t of Cl! Chi. · f?ur miles south o~ :ran -An.· killing fi\'e ·- k;lled by gunships of B Troop;· 2nd Squad--·--
NYAT~'gulars in a pair er related battles On l}ec. 2 i~fantry_mm of Co. D . . ~nd VC guests and.detammg one. . . ron. 17th Air Ca~ · in · an air-to-ground · 
nt-ar FB _Jami , $.~ miles north,,rest or Sal· .Bn . 1zih~Jeq .mne. ene~y soldiers A d3:Y . late~-, sold~ers of t~e 3rd _Bri- fight seven miles s~uth of ,Camp Eagle . . . 
goo. . · · . . ,.,_. . . . and -<:apfored :51x..AK4Lnfles_in _an_~m:__~a0.e~_mltng _a_!r·c~shioned vehicles. killed . A · LO" _ 

~ , . The CIDGs were 'f"2'll..lng noint In the bush jeyen_ miles_ northwest of Cu ~h1 o~ ftve enemy soldirnaurmg an early . meoca IV ~...::..______:_ 
thick bambco_ . w!i,etl- tJi£ N\l\ soldiers t~e -so~th~rn~n;-iges--of --the - Bo1-L-0i'--morning patrol in ·the .Plain of Reeds. 30 El~ments. o~ _Co. A, 3rd . Bn ., 1st 1!1£., . 
cpen~d ·u·p .. '\\ith small · arJflS. automatic '\ oods . ' · · - miles west of Saigon. · __ _ . Amencal D1v1s1on, operating 35 miles 
wcapi;ns and nckets rrom an estimated The same day, soldiers of Co. A 2nd 1 The next day, elements of . Co. -.C, 2nd west of J?uc P~o on Dec. 7, k)lle'd six ene-

~~-_,~ttallch-sizcd. ene~!.L~~~r _ple:i: in Bn .. 22nd Inf. ret.urned ~o the· -scene ~r a - - B_ri:-;- -1yth1nr._ killed another .five VC sol - ~Y soldiers with_ small 3:rms, _.a_:it_o!1_~~~ i_c 
the drnse jungle only 300 . aroslrom battle- the-:--f)renouS--n1ghLJour_Jl1..!le_§__jiers m a brief clash along the Tam Co v.eapons and claymore IT!tnes. · 
where the allies had camped t e pre\ious southwest of Trang Bang and found the River 131lliles soutlieaslofian-An . . On..D.e.c:-1. _m_e~ F Troop·.- sth Cav. ---
olght. . . . . · bodies ~r 17_ enemy. On Dec. 6, men from Co. A, 5th Bn.. k_i l!cd three VC 13 miles southeast of Tam 

The comblned U.S .-CIDG £cr'Ce pulled The bodies of 10 enemy soldiers were 60th Inf. killed three Communists in a · K) · . 
back :ind calkd In helicopter gunshJp.s. fcu.1d by · men of Co. C, 3rd Bn .. 22nd Inf. stream-side ambush seven n1fles north of The same .day, infantrymen of Co. D, .. 
artillery and U.S. Air Force jets to poun<l aft~r t~ey were air-assaulted into a ~at : Tan An. . . . . . . 2nd_ Bn .. 1st Inf. discovered 99 ?las.tjng ··· 
the area. Under c-o\·erlng artillery nn-. tal!on ·sized enemy base · camp 16 miles 11th A CR caps, 19 fuses _.3:nd a _text book m ,-V~t:....:_ 

· the allies swept back lo to find 45 ?lc"YA west of Tay Ninh on Dec. L . . namese ~escribmg 'the proper procedures 
Ix dies. Twei\'e· AK47 rl.Clcs. a 6-0mm mor· In add ition . the soldiers captured 40 Sn·en enemy soldiers w~re killed on for teachmg a class on booby trap manu· . 
tar with iO ~nds. one .Sl callbt>r m:r-- pigs , four tons of rice, several pounds of ·Dec .- 2 by _ men of ·F Troop, ·_2nd Squadron. facturing in a11 · area eight-roll.es west of 
chine lCT•n "nd n C:hlcorn radio were de- salt and other spices. 73 60mm mortar 11th Armored Cavalry_ Regiment after an . Tam Ky. · . -' \ · · 
stroYed in ihe C011t.acl. rounds . 19 Chicom grenades and three . undetermined-sized enemy forc_e tijpped - -. A day later, three NVA sappers were · ·--

A sec:ond · sklnnlsh In the area oc- SKS rifles. Also found were six ox carts-_ a fl~re at the Blackhorse nitht ·defensive - killed by ·soldiets ·or Co: ·B. ·1st Bn.-;-·· 52nd ---· 
------curred -later-in -the .. day when elements of four bicycles. two large hootches and se\·· position lEss· than one mile fro.m Bu Dop. I~r. ~s they tried to infiltrate FB Stinson 

. Ca. c, .?nd Bn. , .ith Ca\'. fought and killed era! bunkers. · . . . __ J OJ si . Abn _Div _ 1~ miles southwest of -i::am Ky. 
eight inerT !liYA regulars for a tctal of Sl In other .action the same day. recorin - · Eioht ... -· ·v w k'll d b '.hi ____ _ · .- · - qn Dec: 4, hunter-killer teams from D · 
rncmy lllllcd ln the two ccntacts. . ing elements of Co. D. 4th Bn .. 9th Inf. · · . "' · e~e.r·T .~!..e_.,:Ae~ _ \/_1c.2.f¥~-:::::-T:ogp :.-:!s~ . .B~ ,, -_1~t..Anpored C_av., sup-

' C · found the bodies of three NVA soldiers . c~e"' men ° · ro?p, ~..,q_u~ .ron. .t porting America! mfantrymen ·-and a re-
------- - . - --- ls_t _'!__~_:.DIV . . . killed in a recent small arms r ht, eight Air .cav:' 10lst_ Airborne Dnis1on (Air- _ . cc;in elem~ntof the 6th ARVN Re~im .en.t, 

On1)ec . 7, rifleme n of Co-:- D;-lnd -Bn::-=miles :southwest..{)f..Tav...Ninh Ci~·. - mobi.le) m ~ bnef engagement on Dec. 3· k1lle.d three VC and two NVA soldiers six 
7th Cav .. 1st Cavalry Division . working A day earlier, me~ of Co~ B~lStB~J.miles_y._e~_t_oJ ~foe. . l_.jjg~ northwest of Quang Ngai. · . 
for the third da)-in a row near FB Jami. 27th Inf. killed three VC soldiers in a· r In. other r a('10~ t;ed Bame32~a~ /~·. · ·.Eight VC suspects were detained and 
58 miles northwe~l _ of Saigon. killed 1 samp3n .along the Varn Co Dong River, ~ntr) men ° 0· . '. n . n.. . t . . n -. · a submachine "guh; .. pistol, two bangalore 
NVA soldiers ~ith the aid of helicopte · five miles west of Bau Tri. killed a lone ene_m) soldier nme miles torpedoes and three homemade grenades 
gunships : U.S . Air Force strikes and at ..,.,-· . . · . southeast of their Camp Eagle base were captured in the a ction : 
tillery and mortar fire. • ; 3rd Bde, 9Jh Inf . camp. . 4th Inf Div 

The same day 22 Communist soldier . . . On Dec. 1, gunships from A Troop, 2nd , 
_were killed in two ·air-t r d battl s . Actmg o;-i mtelhgence reports, el~- - Squa?ron, _17th . ~i.!: C<,lv . ._ spott~d an un_de- . Four NVA regulars were killed_by sol_:_ ___ _ 

four miles northeast' or Bu.Dop . - ·----- ·-·. ment_~ of <:;o. B. ·5th_B~ ... 60th Inf .. 3r~ B_n· t.ermmed -s1ze.d. . enemy · force 22 i:m.les . d1ers of _c? -. C, l~t -Bn .. St? .Inf., . 4.t_h In· 
In the first action choppers. B gade, 9th Infarrtry=D1v1slon-were ·air ··m· - southwest - of ::.. Hue .. and . Ie.ported _ k1llmg ~ _ far_:itry . D1v1S1on with the aid of artillery 

Troop. lst Squadron . 9th Air Cav. dove in serted _along the can~! banks thr.ee ~iles seven Communists. . . . .,. ~ · : suppo-rt in the jungle just south of.Pleiku 
on a small enemy bunker complex .JOU. northv. ~st of Rach Kien on Dec. A. Aided .. Three enemy soldiers were _k1lled the . . on Dec. 6. . .. 

·ing nine NVA regulars · and destr'oying-· by art_iller)~and -a~r-strikes-12:-enemy-same-day in · .a ·- smaller_.:.air-to-ground -· _ · _.The same day, heHcopter gunships .,,., 
two 12omm mortar tubes. . . . . . ~· .. ~·e'.:e _ k'.l~ed m a .contmuing battle.. · Clash '12- miles south of .Hue by gunship ~ram . the 4th l\viation Bn. ~illed four NYA . 

.' -~ - - - -- - ' . ·-- · - · ·ed--:- ·h- · ____ · -m_twoseparatecontactsmt~e - area . 25 
· The second contac\ occur:,r w en_ , _ 1les northwest-or -An ·Khe.-----

. other B Troop gunships received _auto- · · · - · . . · - · - · · - f • . 
-matic weapons fire from a spot only a ·.· - \. _ . ·- '1st In - DIV -- i.,: .. 
· short distance .away .from the initial . con- ·. _., · · · ·· · : . . ' · On Dec. 7, men from co:· C, 2nd Bn . ... -'--
tact The Cobra miniguns ~nd rockets. . . · - 2nd Inf., 1st Infantry Division ambushed .:· 
aided by artill e ry killed 13 m·~re NV A sol· - -- · •1 • - - ~ a;-i undete~mined number or. VC 10 miles .;.._, __ 
die rs. . . ·\_,, WEst of. Lai Khe and killed five with small -. . ._ · 

_. Also on · Dec. 7, .a ~ship _crew_ from _ _ __ __ --- . . . · · arms and automatic weapons fire. · . . ~ . -
-· --the -mth-Assault-Hellcopter-:-Bn~rep- -.-. - --· - ·----=--- . ---- · . . -'.-····--- - .. ___ :-::· Four enemy sold:ers were killed by .. ~~. 

P<>rted· killing 1~ ·Reds eight miles north· ·. ~ ~ -:::::--~ ~ .. -- ·· _ ements_oLCD~C.JsLB.n,d_8..th Inf. on 
easl or Quan Loi. · . · · . . . :: ·f' ..•. J · · · ··" ·- · -- ----~-- ···· - .... Dec. 1 near a village _se_v:~IJ. miles east of 

-----1n-{)ther action .the sa.me day, riflemen : · ' r . - Lai Khe. · .:...::_-··--- - ·· -~~--. -.--
of Co. E. 1st Bn., 8th Cav. killed si~ ene- ~ "":, =~---·--·-- - --- On Dec. 4, -eiements:or Co. A,-ist Bn.; 
my sot.liers and captured an AK47 nne, a --...... --......., · . · 16th Inf. were ,air inserted Into ,ari area 

.... _Simm pistol _and seven other individual ·:) · ~LAU . . · · n:ne miles northwest of Lal Khe· which 
- ---..,.,.,.ea pons . . ··. · · . . . _,.,__ · J DAf- ''0 OUAHG !di had .been pinpointed..l>y_a ·Hoi Chanh. · 

Twenty-two Communist soldiers were _ _ c · · /°* --.· · · fantryn1en discovered 1 500 
killed .br g_unships of B Troop. _ 1st. Squa~- -- ·-· ---··---·- ·· ·---~- ,_____:__~ · ~ •DAKTo · ,_- . _ t'.nd~ o cently_ ~illed rice_· bu;ied 
ron, .9th Air Cav. on Dec. 3 m action fl\e / · . ·. deep . m four traw-lmed holes. Several 
miles southwest of Bu Dop . · hundred yards o the south of the i:ice 

Elements of .Co . C, 2nd Bn .• 7th Cav .. the soldiers un vered a command bunk: 
. an aerial rifle pl_a toon from A T~oop, ls_t • ·er showing sign of recent occupation . .: -
Squadron_; ?th Air Cav., su!'po{tmg heli- Nearby, the en· came upon ~hospitai' / 
cooler ~mu:un fire and aerial. rock e~ ar- . . " complex consis . of 14 large ·under--
tillery kille? :i3 . 'l'\'V A soldiers 1~ . a

1
_ smgle lits• Abo 

01 ground . rooms, ch more than 20-feet 
battle 22 miles northe_3st of Ta) Ntnh on long, with two o them containing oper; 
Dec. 5. . .\male•! Ph C>£~ REO ating tables. Th ntire complex was esti-

. In an u:uelated action the same day, mated to be no ore than six months old. · 
. gun5liips ..f.r-om the -227th · Assault Helicop· . u~ 1ar pf,· : A day earl' , a patrol of Co. A · 1st 

ter Bn. -came under heavy AK47 fire 15 · Bn.; 16th Inf. · cated a large bunktt_and 
miles north of Tay Ninh and -killed 15 six smaller rtified structures in which 
NV A . regulars with · rnin_:gun.:-:.<1n<:1 _rocket were fo~nd rice- milling .machine, · 300 
fire . --- -· ·- -- -· pounds ·or- locally-produced ..:nce-'-and - 150 - · 

On Dec. 2. ground troops of the 1st . · .. - 1omrds1>r flour substitute. _.:_ · - ' . 
Bn .. 8th Cav. v.;th the aid of artillery a;-id _. _ ·· · _The same day, eight milesto thewest ---
air. sµpport fiushed..an unde.termined-siz - ~r· of Lai Khe, members -of Co. C, 2ild Bn-:-;-···· 

. ed NVA force from the heayy growth si:i: .... ___ 28th_Inr .. found_a_ca~h_e_of_medical.:_~tip_· _ 
/. miles e~st of FB J eiri and killed 17-ene· -..o;.oc plies. Included -in the find were 20~)' viles ~ · 

mr soldiers . · of assorted medicines, two pairs of for- · 
- --In 'M\Unrelated action the same day, ceps and 18 stitchiiigneedles. 

slx ~o~~".nists w~re killed by a 1st C~v- _____ - 199th -Inf Bde ,, · 
alr) Dinston helie{)pter on . a. routm e ·; ·-·-- - - ·-- · ---- - · · · · . · 
n.~.it patrol nine miles northeast of Quan · Men of Co. M, 75th . Inf., 1~th Light 
Loi. · ":: 1 Infantry Brigade clashed briefly with ·an 

On.Dec. 4, helicopter gunships, ·patrol- . -'- undetermined number of NVA ~egulars In 
li!lg an area 25 miles .north or .Tay Ninh . ~ --- -------·----· -·--: the double canopy .jungle 25 miles north- . 
killed 12 enemy soldiers with an assist . west of ~uan Loe on Dec. 2, killing . fot,1r 
from artillery and U.S. Air Force strikes. . NV A soldiers ._ . · · . 

Earlier in the · week, two Communists - • . Three en.emy were killed .. by soldiers · 
were killed by a 2nd Bde. gunship six B ttl "t 5 · or. Co. D, 2nd Bn., 3rd Inf. m a skirmish 
miles south west of FB Buttons. near Song • · • a e 51. _e . with a. small enemy . force eight . miles 
Be. ·- · • . west or Xuan Loe on Dec. 3. : ----:' 

25,h
. I f .· ·!flwo days earlier, ln~'l_trymen ·or .<;;o . . 

n - M, 75th Inf, killed a lonF. yC'lrlong a trail . 
-Forw~r? _air cont.J:ollers of the 25th In- . . :· seven miles northeast pf Xuan Loe. · · 

fantry Dn·is1on Tactical Air Control .Par- ol• 10 o0 19 !3 so .. .,"" ...... · · . Redcatchel:£.. of the 199th Light In-
ty teamed up with infantrymen of the 2nd . J• .. 0 "" oo oo . ..., ""...__,..,. fan try .Brigade killed two NV A regulars · _ 
Bn .. Hth Inf., 25th Infantry. Division and · ~- --- -~ ·-· - ~- -'-=~in ~ two :- se.parate · actions _on_j)~_c_ . . 4,,_ __ _ 

-~---

Page 2 ---- THE ARMY ·REPORTER ·-.:.:....:. ·:. · - · December 22, ·196c(· - -...... . ····--·- -·--
•'" .... ~ 

'-.. ~~· ~-~-.::~:·;_ - . •. \ i~·. -.,.. :,:· :"'.:~::~-~-:::~~ ' J 



. / . 

40ilil 

<P . 

..---

Page 6 

--:-- ·-:--:- 7.7"7:-"~ tl • • . 

/ 

' ~eamwork-packs poteM-fJLi11th·-
f . 4 

" PllUOC VINll-Dusk at the 1st Cavalry Division (Airl)1obile) 
base camp ' brings strange birds of prey to the skies . It's actually 
two special species . · 

' · A sleek Cobra gunship f.rom the 2nd Bn.. 20th Arty. glides 
through the fading light coupled with a rather odd companion, a 
Light Observation Helicopter (LOH) from Btry . E, 82nd Arty. 

The combination or these two seemingly opposites gives division 
artillery a unique hunter-killer team. · ~ · · ;·- --- ----

ll ·' - . Combining the observation capabilities or the LOH with the 
" · · quiCKSlrike1lrepuweroHh~b1·a-hes-set-thes6-deadly teams apart 

from the rest of the division's night operating u_nits which use 
light-toting Hueys and Cobras . l' 

To familiarize crews or these two totally different aircraft with 
the teamwork concept they are put _througl:!_!i two-week training 
cycle. A complete revision of engagement tactics was developea -
to ensure that the firepower of both ships could be brought to 
bear on the enemy. · 

"The relation of the target to the low ship (LOH) is never the 
,. ~, '-- c - same on any. tw.o actions,'~ said. C~pt. Thomas Koriitzer, operations 

,/ · , ·~ officer for Btry. B. "Therefore, we had lo train· the crews-to ·mark···---­
and destroy the objectives without delay." 

The success of any operation can only be determined in combat. 
and it has been in combat that the team has made its mark . 
Engaging hot targets, plotting intelligence targets and general re­
conn.aissance have proven its worth . 

g;~ -· ·. [~7,;;.::I'-~-... -. 
ri~· . 

A specialized team searches for the enemy in ihe "jungle near Phuoc _ Vinh 
/ 
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h et>rtainly di ~k s uspicious, that lone \~~\•{\. :·~::..: '''"'}" 
oldie r standing In _ middle of the field, his 

AK 47 dangling a l his side. -', .'' 
.. '• Curious but cautious, a 1st Cavalry,~Division (Airmobile) Light 

' · · · Observation Helicopter (LOH) pilot d Ni)ped in for a close r look al 

·'. ; . .. ~ • I 

~+.-
the -man In the clearing 25 miles north"of Tay Ninh. : 

.. It just didn't look right," said WO Andrew Redmond, p ilot fn>m 
- ---. -'l'roop;-lst Squadron, 9th Cav'. . ; t · · • .. · 

He- was right'. . • · · '. · · 
. . "It was a t rap. Tht>y had a .30 c-aliber and a .51 caliber waiting 

·-1or 4s.-a~d 'llll'rity of guys with AK's to back up the m achine 
-----vguns:'' . - ·----

·Redmond nevc-r let hi s LOH ge t very close, but it was close enough 
to . absorb seven bullets, all of which missed vital · parts or the 
bird 's machinery and injured no one. . " · · 

· The LOH headed back to Tay Ninh clearing the field for its Pink 
Trnni · partner. The Cobra had been prowling the sky overhead. 
,.·aiting for some incident to r evea l the enemy's location. 

The Cobra hovered mome ntarily ove r the machine gun positions, 
then cranked itself into a near vertical dive. ·miniguns bl a z.ing. 

The NVA soldiers scattered . leaving two of their ·comrades 
dt>ad and a ruined .30 cal machinegun. 

The trap·s bait. that lont> NVA soldier in the middle of the 
--=-----lit>ld. - never · le ft his position. . -·. - ... --- ___ _____ ·-

Troops in contact nea rby kept the Cobras busy all da y. The · · · . • • . . • 

,. 

Pink T eams found seHral groups of NVA r egulars mo·ving rapidly · F09' SHROUDS .the r_ug_ged rnountam?us _ g;an~ Chmook helicopter at the LZ. The 
down _trails . nea rly hidde n by the tall jungle trees. Altogether B region around LZ Professional as Amencal soldiers, from the 1st Bn., ·46th Inf., 196th 
Troop aet.-ourited for H NV A killed.-·:-- -- --·-·--··,:---·---...'.--Division -infantr)~en_disembark_Jrom _a_B_d~_.,...}'!.e!._e_Q!L!l ~weep. _ · _.- -. 

Halts combified enemy unit 

Firefight erupts in I Corps 

~us-artillerymen win 
booming ~ showdown~-/ 

U STINSON -: Although it gun under the charge or Sgt. 
sounded like the gunfight at the Ronnie Jackson. 
OK Corral with the volume "It was about 6 p.m.,''. . Jack· 
turned up all the way. it was son sa id, "suddenly a series of 
rea lly one 105mm howitzu from rounds came whistling over our 
B try .· C,. 3rd Bn., · of the Ameri- heads." . . 
cal Division's 82nd Arty. that. When the enemy fired their 
rumbled through the· Hiep Due second group of two shots , 

· Valley in the division's area of --Parent - spotledc=the:dlash - and----
ope ra lions. smoke from the eneiny gun, 

Rece ntly, an . NVi\ recoilless 3,500 yards away. 
riOe crew began to fir e rou;ids -----Though......he-had.....relurned_to _ _ __ _ _ 
into LZ....Sibe ria. a ·small fir e . the LZ earlier that day after 
bas e. from across Song .Thu a week 's hospitalization for 

.. . . Bon . wounds. he helped swing the 
• LZ STI'.\SO'.\ _ Commun''t ~VA . a nd \ 1et The Reconna1ssa~ce Platoon from Co . Econ tin- . When the first rounds impact- . gun around and jumped up on 

l ong forres often team up in the I Corps area .. but ued their sweep. k1lhng five more Comm,un tsL' ed in the area. Staff Sgt. Wil- the gun's trails to observe and 
they ran afoul or a s tronger ll'am when combined and deta inin g two othe rs. · ---·liam Parent · ran . barefoot -to the -- adjus t fire .---~- · ---· --

. ground and air clements . of _the . .\ me n ca l D"·.1s1on · · · >s the tiiemy gunners fired 
found and engaged th e m . k1ll1ng 12 and dt'taining . awav Parent and Jackson and 

t~i~ in a lour ·hoar ifnrftghlt'.hnrles·suuth-o+-€h" v· c ' ,_ n·' c· ap·. •1tula.'t'e' . ~ai-c4;;~~~~;n~'.n:~af~~~~----.-
- Hel iNJpll' r gunships from th t• I s l Squadron. 1st . caveme their_ third round into the NVA 

Cav. and an irf3n tn· rt'conna1 ssance umt of the . , . . posi llon. 
19Sth Inf . BJc . work~d smoothly toge the r to sma sh · . ' · "The firs t eight rounds 
a combin ed:\\';\ and \ 'C force nt•ar an abandoned silenced the enemy fir e." Vt=-
village thr~ miles north of this Isl Bn .. 52nd Jnr. CAMP ENA.RI _ Cavalrvmen of c through .several tunnels." he continu.ed, said. . _. 
fire base - · ·- ·r.--• · . · . · ·- - - -· · . The next morntng, a sweep of 

· . Troop. 17th Air '-'av . lilh Av1allon Group " they came upon a w ea pons cache of th b. 
1 

of the 4th Bn 
The ce ntact wa s first madl' when D Tr6op gun - recently discovered a large weapons ,· . C . I . . e area ) n en . ·; 

,hi ps spo tted the en l' my 111 a t rct'i1ne. cache d ~tained 30 Viet Cong soldiers and u gh! Chm:se ommunist assau t v. eap 31 st Inf.. rcve<1led five ene~) 
The "Sabers" opened ·fire on th e Communists caplu~ed 5-00 p<>unds of enemy documents ons. three claymores, one AKH. on~. B· kdled an<_! three _wounde_d-v1c-

---~c.onUh£_aJ r a.id_tfiln landt' d an infantry eleme nt about e ight miles east of LZ Uplift. 40 launcher and 60 840 rocket rounds . llms of direct arllller} .hits. 
on th t' ground. hittin g them from two dir l'Ctions at Up<:> n e nt e ring their assigned area of 
the ,·am,• time . Th is first pha se of thr engagemen t Opt' ra tions just after sunri se. C Troop 
killed tv.o enemy and detained two more. begar. searching · for · th·e ene my on a 

A pb toon from Co. E or th e ! st Bn .. 52nd Inf . roc ky hillside nea r the coast. The lead 
th en ca me slicing i.l' on a he liborn e combat a s · LOH (Light Observation. Helicop ter) . 
saul t. la nd in·g undt'r firt• in a n ope n r ice paddy 500 fl ow n by Lt . Thom as · J . Burke . was the 
~ ards from thr \ ' ilia ~ ,, and beginning an im me· fir st to makt• contact with an enemy el e-
d ' a1 e swe e;> . ment. ---

' "E,·e :· ,· 1i me "'e 111 0,·ed ror" ard "t' would rt' · "As we 5ta rt ed to work ne a rt'r . my 
L'e .,·e fic e from a di!fe r ent s pot. so we would drop obse r \'Cr Spec. 4 Gary Phillips . spotted 
ba ck: ma ;·k eurroc:3 ::on with sm oke and let th,, a "H igh Speed'' trai l. 
:.0 1.:n, h i~" " ock the s pot o,·er ... " . .\fte r a short r econ or th e area. we 

R ou : in~ the ind: vidu a l snipe rs ou t of t he:r 'Pi- spotted four VC ~Q.ld ie rs sitting in front 
d, ' hol•: ,, tct•::ches ;md he;; ,. , .. u.1de r bru sh in· of .a .cave. As .my ;iircrafl approached the 
,-o:,·ed do: ·: l'O mb at roe ma n,· Oi the infa ntn·men area. the \ 'C darted into the cave. pick-
- t•spe :,2i!y ihe platoon sergeant. Sta ff Sg t . J o- in g up what appeared to be_ wea pons an<) 
;ep~ ~! i c~ a ud packs. " sa id Burke. 

- " I took a LAW· t.Light . .\ntitank Weapon) ~rid The. lead LOH pilot imm ediately noti -
"o rked mv wa,· O\' t' • to a t reeline · where we had fied the co mmand and control ship fl own 
sct•n a \ '( d i,appear a few minutes earlier. Wh c.1 by C T roop executive officer. Capt. John 
I go t the ce I not :ce-d a di tch running behind the Davis . 
trte s . so I began crawling down it. An Aero- rifl e Platoon. led by Lt. David 

"He opened up with a burs t or automatic fire Flint was called in a nd inser ted on . the 
that ripped the L.\W out of my left hand.,knocked hill above the cave. 
my ' pot ' off and bust ed my glasses ." The ARP leader recounted the action 

Throwing himself backward. the unharmed but that followed : "From the LZ we pro· 
shaken ~! ic haud returned fire with his Ml6 a nd cee!!ed downhill abou t 75 yards to the 
then thre..- "a hand gr£nade into the hole . silencing ca,·e entrance. Severa l of my men enter-_ 
the enemy fi re. ed the cave.-· After windin g 50-yard -


