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·NYA anu-.ai.r~r~rt gunners ·nred on . ·.· -On Dl'c·. s.-soldiersor -co:-B :-1st:: Bl\-:';-:~-11l\othe1' 19.·o._~, : . ·. . . : .'. - two ~~cently-dug fi.&h.ting positions 100 -_ 
pair or "('Troop, ht Squadron. !tth Cav 52na. Inf. ki~ll'd . four i:-<VA regulars and 1 ·. : The ;~ame · day. reconnaissance cle- · · puiigi sticks, · a~d 50 spider hole·s·: :.. -·-' - .. ~- : 
Isl Carnlry Dhis.loa (AlrmobUe) hellco ) dr_tained a filth in a 1!1i;:~t ~mbush seven .- mrn!s. pr _tpe ~nd Bn:, 47th Inf. found a .. . · 25th . :I f 0' · r \ 

ters eight miles tKrthcast cf Song Be on., miles west or Quang Nga1 City. · · mumtions ·.~ache buried one _and a half · .. i . . n IV 
Dec-. 11, triggering fl.gbtlng ln "·bkh ·7Jf,·- - Three VC were killed and four others feet below the ground, three miles south· On 1'c. H. \.men of the 2nd Bn., 3Hh · 
Conunanbt soldiers - ·ere ktlled. ~ ddained on Dec. 12 by ti!lemen or Co. C, ~ast or their Tan An basecamp. Included Armor, 25th Infantry Division found a . 

After the bdlroptu bad h~ fired-on, i 1st Bn., 20th In!. in a tunnl'l ·CQmplex six · in the find ~ere 32 60mm mortar rounds. large ant_i-personnel mine, seven RPG _ . "'°'" I 
an Air Force air ·obsen·er WllS sent into ,- - mili:-s west or Dtic-Pho·:c-- 32 RPG rounds and 20 pounds or TNT. rounds, five hand grenades. four Bang- · -- -~ • 
the. area_ and spotted an unmannt>d ',SI ·. · On Dec . 9, inrantrymen or Co . c. 3rd . . On Dec. · ll. ·i:nen of Co. ·E. 7Sth Inf. · alor~ torpedoes ·and - 50 riiffiids~or.ex- &; 

. ! 

caliber mountNI _on a tripod. An aero-rlfk _ Bn .. list In!.'. reconning an area 13 miles ~ .m~de corrtacl with an enemy force four plos1ves on ~he. !_?~Ver _sl~pes of Nm B~-
platoon from C Troop was combat.a•;. southwest of Tam Ky saw three enemy miles southeast or Tan An : Elements _of Den . As the} "ere rcmO\lng them. _ the} .· 

____ _,.,s.aultedJnla__!hc_ar.ea_to_r.clr.lc.'L~--'hL-down-,s - tN\il - end called -in -artillerv -which~C&.- D. 6th Bn.J.,1illnLJ:Jml.b.al:as.s_aulle~ came under enemy hre. . 
weapon. · · killed all three . · · . into the an'a and gunshTj)SOIBlroop. . I he .d 1 smoontl'd---tan~rs-comb1~d 

As the men nrar(?d the w~apon. Ibey Two da\'S later 
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recon platoon or the . 3rd Squadron.rl7th Air Ca,·. were called · w:1th _ a~llll~_ry and U.~. Air force ta~hcal -· . ' 
:_ -- - ~,- \ 

rccrh·cd _a bea,-y , ·olume of_ fire .. After IO 
1
st Bn .. 52nd Inf. kill(\d two NV A soldiers in. Eight VC we re killed and one de- a ir strikes ~nd gunship suppo£l .~1ll l_O 

__ ____inl~ntes ;-or flgbtlng: they k.llll'd tb~e 13 miles wes t . or Quang Ngai City. The .. taincd. · .·-c_· ._ -·-·-- . . . ___ enemy sold iers . · - . . . · · . 
!lo> A «gulars aod \>ere llftro out of the same unit killed two more NVA regulars Action flared in the area about-an·- - In a!!_unrela_ted ground action the 
contact xcne so that tube and hellbornc in thr ·same area later in the da\'. hour later. This time U .S. Na\'\' gunships same day. men or the 2nd. Bn ., 12th Inl. -

~~ 

.. 

arrial·Nlck.et arllllrry could be used on J d Bd 
9 

h . I ·f combined with Li rantn·men to ·kill anolh - b~ttled an e_nemy lorce in the_ H? _Bo 
the enemy . . r e, t n . . er three enemy . · . . _ V._ oods, 11 miles north of <::u. C~1. k11lmg 

Helicopl~r gunships and Alr Force 1'\ineteen enemy sol<l1ers were -killed : On Dec. 9, men from Co :-B;-et1rBn:-;--1U-~-li\IA_sold1.e.tun.~,A.eJ.<!Jmnuwther_,_, ____ _ 
!~bier bcmbcr strikes ccmblnrd with ar- on Dec. H ~s men of the 2nd Bn.-. _ 6~th- 31st Inf.. supported by guuships of the 3rd · Also the same day, soldie_rs of Co.l?, 

. tillcry to klll 35 rnemy soldiers. i:nl. . 3rd Brigade. 9th Infantry Dms1on... Squadron. 17th Cav. killed two enemy sol- 2nd J3_n .. Hlh l~_f. . on a. routine patrol m -
· That n~b.t, gunships of (cmpanies A a;id ?ther el~ments or the 2nd Bn . togeth· diers and- discovered 15 bunkers coniain- the Citadel region, eight miles .northwest 

t:nd D. :z:?tlh Assault Hrllcoptrr (o. -were er with Regional Force soldiers and ae· · in o ?O pounds of m~· cal s re 20 or Cu Chi. found 10 40-pound Ch1com clay-
!lrcd upo.n willle i;per~tlng In the ar~a cf ria l support from gunshlps:_oLthc.....110th_p;und~f-f~sh~eal~~-~to~f. \g· ·al- more mine~ stored i~ a hole. . · 
th<" earlier clash. \ letnam Air Fore~ Assault Helicopter Co. engaged an unde· Ions or -gasoline and three unarmed ~hi· · Se\'.en - NVA s~ld1ers were . killed and 

_____ .<\Cll! gunships and Isl Ca".alry Dh"lslon .. tl' rm111ed - number - of -: NV A ~- regul_ar>-com -booby traps in an -area .. of thick-nipa-. _ anothcr .one .detamed - by- mcn- or - Go,--C-. _-- - --
gur:..shlps ccmbiocd " ·Ith arhllerr le kill near the Varn C'o Dong Rl\·er, three miles p:ilm 16 mile so lhw t r S . 3rd Bn., 22nd In!. on Dec.· 10, as the ene-
a.nother 3t enemy ~i;ldlcrs and kncck out south or Rach Kien. . s u es 

0
• _aigon. my tried unsuccessrully to penetrate FB 

~ ~I 

~ 

1 

_ a .30 caliber machln~ glln position_. _____________ On Dec. 10. Kil Carson Scouts working 41h Inf Div Crook . H miles northwest of ·Tay Ninh 
1st Cav Div with Co. B. 5th 1:Jn~ . ~Oth Inr.' spoiie<l._sev- A . reconnaissance platoo~ :OCtil~C.ity:lhe-men-of Co:-C:-were aide~ by-the·~~---------"-.: ? 

· eral VC four miles ~est of Rach K1en. Bn .. Hlh In!., 4th In rantry DlVlsion killed · big guns or the 7th Bn.-;llth Arty . In the 
A _i-e enemy soldiez: _ bµ~ing some The infantrymen killed one and gunships - · ~hree --NVA - soldiers - in -a . brier fight 13~counfer.:I!J~_e ~PQ. !au~.c~_ers with 13 . _ _ 

docurne.>ts on ~ec._ . 13, hve miles . north· of B Troop. 3rd Squadron. · 17th Cav. : miles northeast of Ban Me Thuot on Dec. touli'3S,'three A1'~7 nlles, 43 - chlcom - _ .. -- .. _ 
tast _ of Quang Nga1. alerted a helicopte r.. . killl'd the other two . 11. hand grenades and 40 ·satchel _charges 
p:lot from. I? ·:Troop. 1st Squadro_i;i ,, _1s_t Several minutes taler, gunships o{ the .• On Dec. 8. men or Co . D, Isl Bn., 8th were captured in the action. · 

. Cavalry D1nsrnn lo an enemy position l90th Assault· Helicopter Co., working 200 Inf. found and destroyed a deserted NVA Six more NVA soldiers ~ere killed the 
and. the r:esultmg battle netted 53 NVA yards down the woodline: spottl'd the fishing ·camp. Found in and -around the same day in t~e sou~hern section of the 
soldiers killed. The battle was fought by remnants or the· vc element and killed camp were six large nets a ton or rice .. Ho Bo Woods eight miles northwest of Cu 
men of D Trooir.rnd C Troop. who were .-, · . .- ' ' Chi by a light fire teani and artilleryme_n 
air-assaultl'd ·into the Bh'a : -.- ....,, or the 1st Bn., 8th Arty~ 4 

'. 

· In ari u;irelatl'd action th e same day. · Also on Dec. 10_. members of C Troop, - -
m en or Co. A. !st Bn .. 20th In!. kill ed fin · . ~ 3rd Squad_ron, -_4th Cav. disco-.:ered nine· l: 
\'C and detainl'd another fin in a bunker "NYA bodies m the w.a1st-h1gh , grass 1 .. 
fi,·e· milt's northwest or Due' l'ho. . slightly further north m . the _Ho Bo . 

On Dec . s. Huey transpor ts landing iil Woc~s . The enemy ~ad b~en killed the . ·~ 
3 

p<ckup zone near FB Jami. SS miles · prenous day by Sheridan tracks. :';.;6 
northwest or Saigon to pick \Jp men or Co. 173rd Abn Bde I 
. .\ . 1nd Bn .. ith Cav .. -~am_e unde~ fire. · Men or Co. A, 4th Bn., 503rd Inf., 173rd 'y 
One platoon of m en qu1dd~ boardld one ' Airborne Bri ade e;i a ed an undeler· - . ,. 
of the Hue'"' for re turn to camp and an - --.- d-· . =:i-,.!l--- _g _g --- - -- - d. b b h' k mme ·SIZl:u '-'ommumst rorce- on Dec . 12 
other platoon ru she i_nto a :im oo_ t ic · about nine miles northeast or LZ English 
et where _H tangled_ " 1'.h an en em~ force and killed nine 'NVA regulars while de· 

.. 
or approximate!~ 3l nH n . . _ tainino a tenth who claimed he was · the 

Aerial artillery. ground art1 l_kr, and a ser<>e;nt major of the 90lh- NV.A...Sapp 
L" .S. Air_ Fore~ · £trike were. called in by Bri."'Helicopler gunships or the '173rd Ai"'r.-----~ 
th e soldiers . . \\ hc;i .the fi ghting was oYer borne Brioade also took part in the ac· 
33 N\':\ sold iers had been kill ed and two 

0 

.SI caliber and one .30 caliber machine 
guns were destroyed . 

The saii1e da,·. a hunte r .killer team 
------f-f,rncnnr-k-.Troop;-i.'!!l - Squadron.-- 9th Cav-, 

spotted 15 to :iO 1'V ..\ troops in the dense 
ve ge tatio n 20 miles nor th or Tay 1'inh. 
k illing 10. 

Also on Dec . 8. five e :i eil\'>'--.Oldiers 
were killed by a hunt er·killer team fl ying 
ju st nor th o~ Bu Dop . 

Soldi ers· or Co. D . . 1St Bn.: Sth Cav. dis­
co,·e red a ~mall N\" A bunke~ complex on 
Dec. 9. 12 miles southe ast or FB Jeri. One 
platoon from Co. D set up an ambush on 
a trail to the r ear of the camp and the 
reH of the company op ened fire on the 
e:iem,· position. Aeria l rocket a nd ground 
art ille n · combined with the riflemen to 
kill 13 enemy in the bunker complex and 
ambush. 

The same day. while on a sweep eight 
miles northwes t or Song Be-:- eleme nts or 
Co :' E . !st Bn .. 71h. Ca,-. tang led with an 
estimated squad -sized :-;\"..\ for ce . killing 
eight Communists . _ 

Ele,·e.1 !'\\':\ r egu lars were killed on 
Dec. 12 in act ion 5S miles northeast or 
Saigon by a heli copte r or C Troop. !st 
Squadron . 9th Ca\' . 

America! Div 
Armored personnel carriers of B 

Troop. 1st Squadron. Isl Cav .. America! 
Di,;sion and i.>fantn·men of Co. D. 2nd 
Bn .. 1st Inf. clashed with an undete r· 
mined number or \'C in an area 12 mile s 
WH! of Tam Ky on Dec. H. -killing 20 ene· 
mv 

"The same day . men or Co. C. 1st Bn ., 
~6th In!. walked into a !50·bed enem y_ 
hospital -in the same area ."12 miles west 
or Tam - Ky . . I n addition to medical sup· 
plies. the infantrymen fou nd six 82mm 
mortar rounds. 
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101 st Abn Div 
.Elemrnls of the 3rd Bn., 187th Jnr.-. -

, 

.. 

..,..'-l-~11-1}-l-rl---Afrbo-rne Di' ision (.'drmobile) 
• · killed two VC in two fire fights five miles 

• .;;.....:.__ north of Hue on Dec. 12. Thir teen VC sus-·-
. •· pects were detained and three AK47 rifles 

- captured in the-'acti . _ 
The same day, men or .co. D,2nd Bn .. 

327th Inf. engaged and killed three enemy 
rnldiers and ·captured their ind_ividuaL 

--- weapons eight miles southeast. of Camp 
Ea~e . . . . : · 

On Dec. 11 , members or Co. C, 2nd 
Squadron . 17th Cav . _sp..2_!ted an unknown· 
sized enemy force from their helicopters 
36 ·miles west or Camp Enari and killed 
four with minigun <>.nd rocket fire. .' 
. Two days later, an aeriar rifle pl a loon 
of C Troop, 2nd Squadron, - 17th Cav. 
killed two VC soldiers ·and captured sev· · 
en individual weapons in their ' area of OP· ' 
eration >. · , 

199th Inf Bde __ --. ____ _ 
On Dec. 10. men or co·. B, 3rd Bn .. 7th 

- In!., 199th Light Inrantry Brigade skir· 
mished briefly with an undetermined·siz­
cd enemy force H .miles southeast of 
Xuan Loe. The infantrymen killed . two 
Communists and detained another two 
VC suspects in the cun•t-ta'"c..,.l-. - ·----:--

.1st Inf. Div 
On Dec. 12. Co . D. Isl Bn., 28th Inf., 

Isl Infantry Division jumped what they 
~~~- tho~e.man NVA patrol 
~ •• ,,.! kil!i;ig all three in an area 23 miles north· 

RUMBLING THROUGH th~ ~b~r trees . an infantry element ridi·;,. west or Lai Kh~,.!fhe action trigg_ered two 

boa d ed 
· PC '· · h · bbe I · " -and ·a hair hours OT-heavy hghlmg. Sup· 

a r an armor ~rson!lel earner (A ) .searc es a ru r P antat10n ported by !st/Aviation gunships and U.S. 
southeast of Tay Nmh City .- The squad-totmg APC, from the 4th Bn.~ Air Force fighter bombers, the in-
2~rd }nf., 25th Infantry Division was participating in a sweep of the fantrymen · killed an additional eight 
area. Communists . · 

December 29, ·1969 
. THE ARMY . REPORTER 

-Y-
.... --



~.-;-· ,: .. 1 . 

~ 

-----· ------ -- ----- - -- . 

/~-~~--
·:,_ 

--- . - ~ . \. 

.--- -'---'--Tb_e_enQ i ne _crew_m()_u_nJ~_jz ne~power P-:..:l:..::a=-=n _,_f_:..:u_,_1-"'. •:..::t::,_,::.,_,::.'----'1~11,_,u=-':..:'.-.:'...::J:___:':..:.'.::":..:.' .:..' "'::..::..:' t:::_"::.__ ___________ ___:_ __ ~-~-

_.:.;. ;-.. ~~ 

-

~\ 
,,_ ; -· 

S~pport u_nit ''ights' 
battle of nuts, bolt;--

~ . ::;. _;-

· ·- CU CHI-Often in a wiir where combat troops are in constant 
_. __ _ contact with the enemy,. the support units ''in the rear" who keep 

· the fjghting men supplied with the best available. equipment arc 
often r.orgotten . - . ;; 

; 
· Ground troops . arc supported ·by logistics, ··artillery ·and .. air · 

o"perations. Each of these supporting units draws its strength from 
·--· · ddilHinal-support--elements"'. ~=====~-------'---'-__ ___: __ 

One· of tbcsc "behind the ·action" groups - is Co. E, 125th 
Maintenance Bn .• 25th -Infantry Division . The company provide~ 

~-- --~~maintenance support · for the helicopter aircraft of the di\;sion . . . 
------·~· --. . Its -job-is ~ to ·:keep -the ·helicopters-in -top -flying-condition:-From1-----+ 

the smallest vibration adjustment to major-boo~· work, engine 
repair and armament control, Co . . E is respoi:i sible for all main ten- _ 

: • arii:e functions . -=:---- · : · · · 

--- - " --d: ~ --. .:-,=M~~-~-_?!' :~,-- _ 
I Field 1naintcnance-on -S5 - aircraft- is - the- primary_task_oLthe_ 

company. The helicopters come. from Co. A and Co. B, 25th Avn. 
Bn.; D Troop, 3rd Sgi.tag[.on, -tth Cav.,· division artillery and thl' 

All repaired chopp;;rs have' to . undergo a thorough.test flight 

/#jli three infantry brigaaes or the division. . . . . . ' __ . 
Units such as Co. E maintain the support that e·nable the 

· - ground troops to have the Oitcii:rlccdcd help for successfully dcfeat-
__ -_ lng J he __ encmy ,___: · -=-~:..:_- -; --=..-:=__-__ -.- - · 

For the men orthc-division-leVel sup-port . uiiit; the hours are • 
long and often tedious. But without the aid orrcred by such unit.s, 
aircraft would not continue to Cly in support of ground actions. : 

. .;. - . ~. ----...:_ . . - . . . 

-~ ! 

/' 

A repair crew -works on -a Cobra's · tran-smission ~ -- - - · . ~A technician test inspection __ _ 

Page .6 THE ARMY REPORTER 
Decernber- 29, - 1969 


