
PSYCHOUXiICAL 9PERl;IOp (f m lltD SPlQUI, Qf§B''1'IOHS WOO 

llthoqh the use ot airpowr in the pqoho10Sical war:t'are ettort in 

Vietnam date. trca 1963, the pl'OgrUl did not reall7 became a conserted 

ettort untU the acti ..... tion ot the Sth Speo1al Operationa Squadron (then 

Air COIIIIfIndO Squadron) in NOftmber 1965. 

The Sth 50s ... 1 the tirst Air Force unit orpnised. apecitioali7 tor 

pqoboloc1cal operations. It now has the NIJPOD8ibUit7 tor all payops 

in the III aM IV Corpa Tactioal Zones. 

P.70pe in I aDd n Corps are conducted by the 9th Speoial Operations 

Squadron, whioh ".1 activated in March 1967. 

Because ot the oomplex1t1 ot the PI70PI Pl'Osram, .... 8U.I"ins its 

ettectivene.. and the Air Force cont.ribution i. ditticult. First, 

psychological operations are a joint ettort ot the services, and the Air 

Force ettort is onl7 a part ot the total operation. Also, it is virtuall7 

iBlpossible to assess the results ot a .ingle mission or even a series of 

missions, because a member ot the eMllQ' torce "U.1' retain the mesM«e (b7 

sa~ a lea!1et ot reembering a speaker broadcast) tor weeks betore he 

has an opportunit7 to escape trca his tellow Viet Colli. 

For these reasons, it is perhaps better tel measure the etfectiveness 

of the pro!l'Ul ae a whole than to tr;y to pinpoint the Air Force influence~ 

The lllJIDber of Chieu Hoi returnees, or Hoi Cbanha, tram. 1963 through 

the end ot March 1969 was more than 102,000. lmprovsent. in techniques 

and the result. of' increasin& militar;y preseures on the enaRIY can be seen 

in the dramatic increases whioh have occurred in 196't with 9,483 returnees 

in the f'irst th.re" mant.hs of' the J'9&l'. AprU showed an even more si&ni1'ieant 

jump in Hoi Cbanhs with 4,930 tor a single month - 3,301 of these in the 

:. V Corps Tactical Zone alone. 



14TH SPECIAL OPERATIONS WIll} 

KEY PERSONNEL 

Colonel William K. Bush 

Colonel Clyde S. Cherry 

Colonel William H, Ginn Jr. 

Colonel Ernest E~ Bradley Jr. 

Colonel Robert A. Sadler 

Colonel William D. cavanaugh 

Lt Col Robert A. Davidson 

Lt Col Adam W. Swigler Jr. 

Lt Col Robert S. Wardner 

Lt Col Robert Es Coatee 

Lt Col John R. Kummer 

Lt Col David K. Sparks 

Lt Col Richard E. Knie 

Wing Conmander 

Vice Conmander 

Deputy Commander for Operations 

Deputy Conma.nder for Special Operations 

Deputy Commander for Materiel 

Canmander, 14th Canbat Support Group 

Commander, 3rd 50s 

Commander, 4th 50S 

Commander, 5th SOS 

COIIIn&nder, 9th 50s 

Commander, 15th 50S 

COII1l\9.nder 1I 20th 50S 

Ccmna.nder, 17th 50S 



PRINCIPAL ~UADRONS OF THE 14TH SPECIAL OPERATIONS WIN} 

3rd SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADFON - Provides nightly defense for allied 
bases, camps and outposts and friendly rlllages in the southern half 
of RVN. 

4th SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON - Similar mission to the Jrd SOS in 
the northern half of RVN. 

5th SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON - Conducts psyehological operations 
missions in III and IV Corps plus illumination and visual reconnaissance 
requirement in coastal II Corps. 

9th SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON - Conducts psychological operations 
missions plus illumination and visual reconnaissance requirements in 
I am II Corps. 

15th SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON - Classified mission relating to 
support of friendly counterinsurgency forces through airlift and 
fire power. 

20th SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON - Provides rotary wing aircraft 
capabUity to support the wing's varied mission. Conducts USAF 
combat support activities in counterinsurgency, psychological, 
unconventional and special air _rfare operations. 

17th SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON - Provid6s tira suppvAt to frio~~7 
troops-in-contact, allied base camps and outposts. 



t.:J:SSION OF THE 14TH SPECIAL OPERATIONS "lING 

1. Destroy enemy facilities by executing close air support, direct air 
support and interdiction missions. 

2. Conduct psychological warfare through leaflet drops and aerial 
broadcasts in support of programs developed by JUSPAO and P..ACV • 

.3. Respond. with firepower and flares in support of friendly forces 
under night attack. 

4.. Provide air escort for SAR, defoliation and convoy operations ~ 

5~ Provide airlift capability to conduct USAF combat and combat 
support activities and counterinsurgency, psychological, in--exflltration, 
unconventional warfare operations and armed base defense~ 

60 Provide logistical air support J resupply and air transport of forces. 

7. Conduct ~isual and photographic reconnaissance missions in special 
air warfare operations. 

So Conduct civic actions, humanitarian programs and other activities in 
support of USAF, PAGAF, MACV and Seventh Air Force .. 




