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Versatility in combat can best summarize the accomplisbnents ot the 
14th Special Operations Wing since its activation in the Republic ot 
Vietnam March 8, 19660 Until Aug. 1, 1968, it was know.n as the 14th 
Air Commando Wing 0 

Colonel William Ko Bush, Pasadena,t C&lir 0, is commander ot this 
unique organization, which utilizes 9 dirferent types ot aircraft and 
operates trom. 10 major a1rtields throughout Southeast Asia. 

The 14th is unique because its fighting units are the only Air Force 
ones ot their kind in Vietnamo The only two AC<=>47 Dragonship equadrons, 
the only two psychological wartare squadrons,t the only counterinsurgency 
helicopter squadron and only AC-ll9G gunship squadron are all a part ot 
the 14th Special Operations Wingo 

Needless to say, the 14th has a large, s1gni.f'icant part in the tight 
against cOlllll'llDism. in Southeast Asia. 

By mid-Hay ot 1968, atter only 26 months in country, the 14th Special 
Operations Wing aircrews surpassed the 100,000 combat mission mark, the 
tirst wing to acccmplish this teat in Southeast Asia. In March 196,9 the 
wing logged its l50,OOOt;h missiono 

Flying an average ot 175 missions every day.9 wing aircrews have 
participated in every major ground operation in the Republic ot Vietnam 
since March,t 1966.. They have supported ground units throughout the Republic 
with deadly firepower and psywar leaflets in places such as Con Thien" Giao 
Linh, Khe Sanh,t A Shau, Dak To, Loc B:1.l\ha and many- otherso 

True to ita motto of "Day and Night, Peace and War fJ" the 14th Special 
Operations Wing nles around the clock, seeldng to destroy the ene.my when 
he has attacked ground unit s and also" through psywar 9 urging him to rally 
to the side ot the Government ot South Vietnam" 

An important unit under the wing during its first two years ot operation 
was the 1st Air ConIDal¥lo Squad.rou,t which new A-l Skyra1ders out ot Pleiku 
and Bien Hoa and produced the first Air Force Medal ot Honor winner in the 
Vietnam conflict, Major Bernard F. Fiaher" 

In December 1967 the 1st ACS was transterred to the 56th Air Commando 
Wing in Thailand. Replacing the 1st waa the 6th Air Ccmnando Squadron" 
which came tram the United states with its A-ls to continue the Skyraider 
operations ot the 14th Speoial Operations Wingo On July l5,t 1968, the 6th 
was transferred to the 633rd Special Operations Wing at Pleikuo 

The 3rd and 4th Spec1al Operations Squadrons tly the venerable AC=47 
Dragonship" which is popularly called "Spooky''' throughout Vietnam because 
of its call s1&n. Spooky' aircrews and their 7 .. 62J1m min:1guns have successfully 



defended mo:re than 4.1l000 hamlet5 9 Spe<:'ial Forces Camps and outpostl'J under 
n1&ht attack dur1.ng the last three years,. SpoQJK:y crew are proud. of the 
fact that not one friendl,. outposts has been lost to the enemy as long as 
the camp was under Spookyta protection,. 

Each Spooq aircraft 1s equipped with three m.in:1guns s each !W1 capable 
of tiring 63 000 rounds per m1nute. The AC=47s also ca:rT'1 two million 
candle power tlares to l~ht up their target areas in the middle of the 
night .. 

A vivid example of Spooky's tire power unfolded last Au.guet d~ the 
defense of Due Lap Cl'rll.i.an Irregular Defense Group Camp near the Cambodian 
border. Dur:l.:ng the four--da,. siege,9 14th sew Spoold.es poured more than 
761,9000 rounds of aJIIIIWlition into enem;y positionso The Air Force was 
later credited with k:U1~ an estimated 557 6nemy during the battle .. 

Another addition to the versatile 14th Spec1al OperatiomJ Wing 1s the 
15th Spec1al Operations Squadron.ll which tlies C=130 Hercules aircratt 
equipped for unconventional warfare operations 0 

Newest unit to join the win.! is the ?let Special Operations Squadroni 
which arrived in December 1968. The unit f11ss AC=ll9G gunships equipped 
with four 7 ,,62mm. m1ni.guns and sensiti va night obs6l"'178tion equipnent" The 
71st fiies a mission similar to that ot the Spooky squadrons and has been 
«iven the D8IIl6 II Shadow 0 " 

On the peacetul side ot the w:t.n& mission are the 5th and 9th Special 
Operations Squadrons, conduct1ng P87cholo«ical warfare operations through­
out the Republic" 

Ps,.chological warfare pilota flying 0-2~ s U=lOd &.nd C=47s have carried 
the war to theenem;y b,. the use of leaflets a..'I'lCi a.er1a.l e:peakere. Last,-ear 
the,. dropped more tlYm six billion leaflets and broadcast more than l8~000 
hours of tape massages urging the enem;y to retu...-n t,o the aide of the 
government of the Republic ot Vietnam,. 

Duri.n& major enpgement such as Dak To and Coo. Thien~ p~ crews have 
dropped as many as 30 milllon lea:t'lets over the target area in a single day. 

Rounding oft the ~.1.1·lgtS :OLlbat capability the: 20th Sp'::':':~ll Operations 
Squadr>f):n} whidl ut~.li,;:c,; the CH~;C "Big Cr.t.;;:Li.!c" he;lic;)pters and the UH=lF 
Iroq1.i.oiso Durlng the past two Yl:;..r~ t·he Ziqu..s.dren flew civic aotion missions 
b,. airlifting teaD1a to villAgcs 7 hauling rice to hungry villagers and 
evacuating refugees" The unit alec conducts canbat counterinsurgenc,. 
operations" 

During the late January-earl,. Februs.r,- 1968 TET offensive, the squadron 
wa.s called to aid friendl,. torces in the Ban Me Thuot area and was credited 
with 56 killed b,. air b,. the torward air controller on the scene. Throughout 
six da78 ot hard. tigbting,9 the "Green Hornet" Clhoppers, tiring their m.iJI1-
guns and rockets ~ struck the enemy- successtully time atter time" 



Past COlIIDallders at the ~ have bean Colgnel Gfirdon F., Bradburns 47, 
of Clearwaterjl Fa .. ; C~l§,n~l Fi;;Jn-e~ L. RA"!l~~hat'.9 49:t also ot Clearwater, 
Colonel Joh."l. Mo Pattens 46~ Osc()(js~ Mich,,; ~ Colonel Ccnrsci So AUman, 
45,9 Alexandria, Va.o 

A brief look at the wing a S hirl.ory ah~w .. :! that is W!iS firBt activiated 
Jan" 15» 1941, as the 14th Pu.r~n.dt Group (F 19hte,!"),, It Wi! equipped with 
P-40s ani P<=43e aM then late.r ~onV'6rl6d to P-.3Se.ll which were used to fly 
patrols otf the U oS .. west ~caat after the Ja}::QleS6 attaQk ,on Pearl Harbor .. 

In mid-1942 the group moved to E~hth Alx Foroe in England and began 
flying es-,ort for bom.bers att~~k:L"lg targetB in i)ccupi&d Frmc;e. Then it 
moved to Ncrth Africa and tll.H,a months le.~6r' WlS: t'ik6tl 3<lt of combat until 
May 194.3. 

From May to November 1943 the G:MUP pJ'IC;vided dive bomb~ and etrat~ 
missions in support or the Allied ssaault on Pantells!"h Md. helped prepare 
for the invasions of Sicily a."ld Ituy 0 

It was then transferred t~ F1ghte~nth Air Force L'>} November 1943 and 
spent the balan~e of World W&r II tl~-ng lvng=~e ea~:~ missions against 
Italy, Fran~6,\l Germ.a:ny.9 Cza\:Jhoslo~s Austria>: Hu:ngaI7' 9 Yugoslavia, Rumania 
and Bulgaria Q 

The unit was de&ctiv&ted in Ituy Sept" 9~ 19450 The Group -was reactivated 
twice for short per:too8$ once irA 1946 ~nd !l.g~in in. 1955 before being actirlated 
as the 14th Air Cmmna.n<io Win! :MarCin 8~ 1906" a,t Nha Tra,ng. The wing has been 
awardbd. the Pree.ident1al Unit Cit!'t,:1.cn for ita t~ ~fJ,r fJtf ~ombat activities 
in Vietnam. 

The cd.t&t:;t~r.i wrAi.;h ~s ~ig;rt~d by F:;,":)~~.le:n't Lynd~n B" Johnson, reads 
as follows;' 

"The 14th Air ~..i'l1IIIaUd~ Wll1gf U:nitad ~ Air Fv:;:'"eJdirti."lgUil3hed 
itself by extrl:1i,\\lroiru!:ry hEu,"~lf1ntlJ ex,(;&pti;:'!'iAl gili~I'Y and C".xtstanding 
pert'o:rman~e of du:ty in act1:on Aga,:1nst,. hcetil.~ r©r~eB. in Scutheast Asia, 
from 8 .M&:roh 1966 to 7 M&:rl;3h 1967" Fl~ thvu'~8 ~t widely devers1.tied 
sorties lI el6!D.6nts (!f' the Wing C5>,l~eci ma:ny ens.!llf ":l~auUtiEi'~ and destroyed 
or damsged more tlum S 5);:;00 st!"'iJict'lll"e3 y 500 {:'t",,~k~ Md 60 fuel sites as 
well as numeN'J.S &.ut~tic w~~p~n po~='ti.:.m~.(' :t'~dic flraticnfjj) bridges and 
boa.st" Flyi.2tg the WYi.6t'a.bl® C=4, 7 ai:!.:t'crstt $ Qn~ BG,'l:iadron of the wing helped 
abort ill hrge rl'i.lJIl~l" {;>t r.d.ght hc~tllifl< op!:);;<~tiQni!:'! ~t;ainlrt. frielldly torts and 
hamleta thrcugh rla~ dlffd'P!AOO m.in..igun 83,tu:rlition f!.:!-e.. Despite the otten 
heavy and !'MUl'!1.te en~ w.ia:l.i;C!Z'~t fL~ f the aearc.h and rescue missions 
of the ldng reCit:l'V6~d 91 ~k1l1ed ~inrlein d.ur...l18 thi13 pel'ioo" In addition, 
the Wing i ~ p!!Y'c;hnl~gi(\;/jj~ ~rtat'o miJ;·~io~19 d!.:r'&ctly 01" L"ldirect1y in.f'lueaced 
the 5urrtmde,r ©! th':;;·Il!!iandf: of anem;r auld:!'!!":!" Thr;:i~h the1l" valorous acts 
and untiring dewti.nr., to missiyu h"~1:-!!1p11i:lhmem, per-sonnel of the Wing have 
equaled the higbeeot ~ts.r:.4!lroff, r;,! -perl''''~~l; the United St$~es Air Force 
and their i5.Gti"n~ l:"etled .>:lNd1t upon themeeh'6s and the armed forces or 
their country .. II 



~test awud 6~d by the 14th SCM· ~a -:h~ VieJtf;JlllII!';~e Cross of 
GaJJant17 with Palm~ ThI! wir~ 1:9 the orJ,y Air F~:rCle writ to receive 
this awardo 

The award ~it6d me.mbel"~ ~f the 14th sew tQr' theu> ~;Ontrlbutions in 
the allied vic"&-Ories at Kb.e Ssnh", Dak L~t:; Ninh", HU8 E Phu Ba.i» An Khe, 
Ashau~ Con Thien and Du~ Lap fram Ja.n~ 1968", thNugh Au«o 30 9 19680 


