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VHAT IS THE 5TH SPECIAL FORCES GROUF (AIRBCRNE) DOING IN VIETNAM?

iore than 60 Civilian Irregular
Jefense Croup (CIDG) camps dot the re-
mote and contestea areas of South
Vietnam, These outposts are cormmanced
Ly the Vietnamese Special Forces
(VNSF) anc are manned by CIDG troops,
locally recruiteu civilians of princi-
ctally Vietnamese anu Yontagnard ethnic
backgrounds who comprise the Canp
Strike Force.

U. S. Arry Special Forces (USASF)
uetachrent members act only as advi-
sors to the VNSF detachment nembers at
the carps. Camps have the responsibi-
lity of engaging the enemy, and inter-
dicting enery supply routes, pethering
intelligence about the enery, and in-
creasing locel confidence in the
Tovernment of Vietnam,

USASF aavisors teach the VNSF ana
Carp Strike rorces such techniques as
carmn adefense, patrolling and ambushes,
racio cormunications, weapons train-
ing, aemolitions  employment, intel-
ligrence gathering, and small unit tac-
tics, They assist the Vietnzmese in
prograns designed to increase popular
confiuence an¢ trust in the GVN. The
USASF participate in combat offensive
overations with the VNSF and CILG.

The commanaers of the camps are
the Vietnamese Special Forces aetach-
ment comrancers. Their senior advi-
sors are the USASF detechment commanc-
ers.,

i U. 5. advisor's success 1is re-
fleetew 1in the performance of his
counterpart. DBefore a U, S. advisor
can accormplish his mission, he must

establish rapport ana understanding
with his VNSF counterpart.

COMPOSITION OF A TYPICAL

U. S. advisors are not permanent
fixtures in the carps, Their goal is
to teach their counterparts to leaa
and fight alone, without U, S. auvi-
sors,

Since 1 May 1967, USASF aavisors
have withdrawn by mutual agreement
from 7 CILUG carps: [I'lei lrong, 1 lay
67, 1II Corps; Vinh Cia, 1 Jul 67, IV
Corps; Vinh Than, 15 Dec 67, II Corps;
Een Soi, 2 Jul 68, III Corps; Kinh
Juan II, 15 Nov 68, IV Corps; Flateau
Gi, 20 Jan 69, 1I Corps; and Gia Vuc,
31 Jan 69, 1II Corps. The performance
of the VNSF at those carmps reached a
proficiency which indicateu U,5. advi-
sors were no longer requirea. lore
U, S. auvisors will be witharawn irom
other carps &as the VNSF become more
proficient and desire them to o so,

lobile Strike Forces (1SF) in
each corps zone are ceployabie in min-
utes when CIDG Camps come uncer siege
or are threatened by the enery., An ad-
aiticnai Yobile Strike Porce Conmand
is centrally located at Yha Trang anc
is prepared to deploy rapiuly to any
hot spot in Vietnam. lobile Strike
Force trcops are recruitea locally and
are airborne qualifieu at the VISF
paracnute school located at Dong Ba
Thin. VNSF and USASF Coemrund the
t'obile Strike rorces.

Special Iorces cezrps and lotile
Strike Forces are under Lhe operaction-
al controi of the ARVN Corps commanaer
in whose zone they are locatea.

VNSF receive their training at
Dong Ba Thin., Headgquarters for both
the VNSF and USASF are located at l'ha

Trang.

U.S.A.S.F. "A" DETACHMENT

"A" Detachment: Composed of three
officers ana eleven enlisted men, The
Corranuer is usually a Captain and he
is responsible for all actions of the

ni" Detachment, He is the cormancer cof
the U, S.
commanuer,
mander,

A" Detachment, NOT the carp
He aavises the camp com—
the Vietnamese Special Forces




detachment commarxier,

Executive Officer: FHe is a First
Lieutenant, second in command of the
detachment and assists ana advises his
counterpart.

Civic Action/Psychological Opersa-
tions Officer: Fe is a First Lieuten-
ant ana advises and assists his coun-
terpart in eivie action projects, mo-
tivation and incoctrination programs
ana psychoiogical operations. He as—
sists his counterpart in building the
confiuence of the local people in the
Covernment of Vietnan,

{perations or Team Sergeant: He
is the senior enlisted man of the team

anc coordinates all training conducted
by the <detachment as well as advising
his counterpart.

Intelligence Sergeant: He is re-
sponsible for savising his Vietnamese
counterpart on all intelligence gath-
ering efforts in the carmps tactical
area of responsibility. Intelligence
about the enery is used in planning
operations against the eneyy anu 1is
sent to higher headquarters where it
is processed and sent to major units.

Asst, Intelligence Sergeant: As~
sists the Intelligence Sergeant and
advises his counterpart.

5TH _SPECIAL FORCES TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

S5TH SPPECIAL FORCES GROUF (AIR-
B(ENE) - Assigned to RVN, it is one
of seven U, S. Army Special Forces
Groups based around the worla, and has
the mission of assisting and advising
the Vietnamese Special Forces at the
Special Forces CIDG Camps ana lobile
Strike commands in all four Corps Tac-
tical Zones of FVN.

CIVILIAN IRFEGULAPR DEFENSE GROUP

CIDG) CAMF ~- Over 60 of those camps
dot the remote, denied and contested
regions of KVN. Their mission is to
engage the enemy, interdict enemy supe
Fly routes, gather intelligence and
increase local confidence in the Gov-
ernment of Vietnan, A typical camp has
a Vietnamese Special Forces detach-
ment, a U, S. Special Forces advisory
cetachment, and several Camp Strike
Force Companies,

VIETNAMESE SPECIAL FORCES -~ At
each camp there is a Vietnamese Spe-~
cial Forces detachment whose mission
it is to train and leaa the Carp
Strike Forces in the accomplishment of
tre camp mission,

U.S. ARMY SPECIal F(RCES -- USASF
-— Are trained to advise and assist
the Vietnamese Special Forces in the
teaching of such subjects as camp de-
fense, tactics such as patrolling and
ambushes, 1light and heavy weapons em-
placement, inteélligence collection,

and radio commnication,

COUNTERPART -- Each member of the
U, S. Special Forces detachment at a
CIDG camp has a Vietnamese JSpecial
Forces counterpart, and vice versa.
Counterparts have training similar to
USASF and similar responsibilities.
For example, a USASF intelligence ser-
geant at a camp will have a VI'SF in-
telligence sergeant counterpart to
whom he will irmpart everything he has
ever learned about inteiligence gath-
ering techniques. At the same time,
the U, S. counterpart will glean all
the years of knowledge his counterpart
has of the enemy's operational tech-
niques,

CAMP COMMANDER —- Is the VISF de-
tachment commancer at the camp, His
counterpart is the USASF detachment
commander, who advises the comnander,
but is NOT the camp commancer. The
carp cormander is responsible for the
success or fallure of the camp mis-
sion. All the camp commanuer's superi-
ors are ARVN officers &ana the camp
falls unaer the operational control of
the ARVN Corps Commanaer of the Corps
in which the camp is located.

CIDG PFOGRAM ~- Civilian Irregu-
lar Defense Groups Frogram - Civil-
ians are locally recruited in the area
in which they will be operating. They
will serve in the Camp Strike Forces




or the liobile Strike rForces. jikout 40
rer cent of the CIDG troops are ethnic
vietnamese; about LO per cent ere
Fontagnards. The remainager is corposed
of ethnic minorities including Nungs,

Vietnamese with Chinese ancestry, and
Vietnamese of Camboaian ancestry.
CAMT  OTRIKE FOECES —— These

troops spena rost of their time on of-
fensive operations arounc their cerps
ancd defena it when it is unaer attack.
There are usually several Camp Strike
rorce Companies at each camp which are
lea a&na trainec by the Vietnamese Spe-
cial Forces.

MOBILE STRIKE FOPCES —- Are an
airborne qualified reaay reaction
force for cezrips uncer siege or threat-
ened Dy the eneny. £ lobile 3Strike
Porce is centrally loczted in each of
tre four Corps areas with an acaition-

lobile Strike Force in Nha Trang,
poisea for deployment in minutes to
any hot spot in RVHM.

HEAVY VEAI ONS SERGEANT: This non-
comrissioned officer is responsible
for aavising his counterpart in Carp
cefense techniques, proper emplacement
of weapons, anu final protective fires
to incluae preplanned artillery and
mortar concentrations.

LIGHT | EAFCNS SEFGEANT: He is re-
sponsible for teaching light weapons
training and small unit tactics to his
counterpart ana CIDG.

SENICR 1ZLICLL CEECinllST:  This
man is the best trainea mecic in the
U.5, ¢rmy. lle is capable of perfornming
rinor surgery anc¢ is responsikle for
camp sanitation anu health as well as
teaching his counterpart ana the CIDG
combat first aid.

ASST. MMDICLL SPECIALIST: He has
the same training as the senior nedic,
zno assists hin.

DEMOLITION  SPHCIALIST: Fe is
trained in the ermployment of simrle
and acvanced demolitions methods. His
mission is to train his counterpart in
the ermployment of derolitions on oper-
ations and in camp adefense,

RADIQ OPEPATCE SUPKERVIS(E: This
enlistea man is responsible for estab-
lishing and maintaining communications
with higher headquarters anu teaching
ris counterpart communicsztions theory
ana aprlication.

CHIEF FADIO OPELLTCF: "2 assists
the communications chiel and aavises
his counterpart.

CIVIC ACTION/I'SYCUOLOGICAL OFFi—
T10HL NCO: He 1s the auministrative
assistant to the CA/PO officer and aa~
visor to his counterpart.

NOTE - 211 nembers of the team
rotzte as advisors to their counter-
parts on combat operations with the
Caup Ltrike Force.

———————

ALL RBQUESTS FCR INFORMATION AND TRANSPORTATION REGARDING THE 5TH SPECIAL
FORCES GROUP (AIRBCRNE) SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO THE INFCRMATION CFFICER, 5TH SPE-

CIAL FCRCES GROUP, NHA TRANG.

EIEN HCa - Corpany A. 5th SFG,
PLEIXU -~ Company B, 5th SFG,

PEESS CENTER —- Phone 3835/2691
L4 ¥ukG - Corpany C, 5th SFG,

Information Officer/NCO -
Information Oft'icer/NCO -

PHONE 3663 (R 3092.

Fhone 2993/3722/3L85
Fhone 5585/3722/3.85

Information Off/NCO - Fhone DNG Flamingo 218/216

H ESS CKilTEr. -~ Fhone III MAF L56/Motley 227

CAll THO - Company U, S5th SFC,

Information Officer/NCO -

Phone 2805/CT 219

IRESS CHEUTFE. - Phone 2029/218G/2833

341GCY - CLD,~~ Phone Tiper 3771/3772

CtFF GOOLKAN — Fhone APVN 50355/50598

N TEANG - 5th Special Forces froup Heaudquarters -~-

Fhone 2267/2269





