
October 4, 1993 

Dear Mike 

This is a complete Final Report-Airmobile Operations in 
support of LAM SON 719 from the 101st Airborne Division. It was 
classifed Confidential for 12 years and declassified in 1983 

Some of the items sent yesterday, First class, in a box are 
clearer in the final report. 

More to follow. 
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Th. r.f.rence data compU.a herein are derived in part from ~ 

.. minars conducted at Khe SaDh under the chairmanship oC 'the Avia.·:· 

tion Group. Commander immediately following selected comb&t .... ault .. 

Th. objective of th ... semiDar. Wa. to methodically review eaCh . .m'!I 
of th. major combat a .. aulte to recon.truct and record in narrative )-i;i1 
!a.hion what actually happened and to derive thele .. on. learned. Aleo' . , .,' 

includec1in th~ compilation are • elected ,1nterviewsand re.umes oC ..•. ;F 

activities to Include pertinent staU.tical summaries not Included in :' 

the ba.ic volumes of the Final Report. ' . 
,';' 

• 

B. (U) UMITATIONS 

·Thi. volume is not an integral part oC the Final Report ~s'e"."i 

It includes personal observations and deductions attributed to iden­

tin.d individual members oC the seminar or to selected Interv1ewee. 

Th.se observations are n~t necessarily subscribed to by all ". 

pants DDr do they repreeent any offiCial view. ,The data herein doee '. 

represent. in many instances,. eyeWitnes I accounts and Cirst hand •... 

source material not available anyWh~re elle. It is felt that this 11·1&~!~]r· 

al may be valuable to the researcher of airmobile operations in the '. 

hesWe environment encountered for the first time in support of LA 
'1 SON ~~9. ,'~, 

.:. " J •• 
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A. (C) GENERAL 

1. CONCEPT 

.,.. -", 

- .... ¢'. ' .• -;. 
... . .> . ...... -.' 

'. 

.~ . 
Theoriginal LAMSON 719 plan called for'~ ar:lDII,redtJlrIlllt 

with its axiS DC advance along Route·9to Jinkap ~th an all'1l1DW. 

anault whi.ch would ~e placed clo.e to Tcl\epOne. tJaeftDal ~bJ.ctl" .. 
The .tl£[ re.iatance encountered by the armored colmma to, the ""~:: 

and .north of A LUOI coupled with the decision to fully .... reli cac1ae ._.1 " ... 

uncovered by the ground troops JI.Orth and .outh.of Beat. 9,. cIi.=tI,t •• 

a change in the overall plan. The Une ofprolre •• ·~ the_, Ytl'bruar 

vias along a north south line r.mning from LZ 31 (XD}Sl<6S) en 
, , .. , to ALUOI (XD 5239) on Route 9, .outh.of LZ BROwN (XD5U:'5) 

aouthern e.carpment. In .order 'to regain the mOme'lltum. ~r~~i;~ 

toward Tchepone, the I Corps Commander dlre¢ec1 the lat.,.;a. __ .... ~. 
1 .,.. 

InCantry Diviaion to conduct a aerieB joC alrmoW. a ... ulta alrilill 

eaBt-weBteacarpment Bouth of Routf'l 9. A .erl •• of flr.1:Mi,.".:j"l~ 

ataging areaB were to be establi.hed leadinl to a, tlir"ef bdi. 
area from the Bouth 011 March 6. The let ARVN lJI.f DiY plaA ealllellJiI 

for a aerie. of (our airmobile a .... ult. with accompanylDl.&J1:U .... lrj::~:\ 

along the eScarpment into LZ'. 1..J)1..J) (XD 4337), LIZ (XD ~'7~l." .. ··,!C 

SOPHIA 2 (XD 3440). and HOPE ~XD 3545)., . '," .... ,,-

2. MISSION \ t:; ~ .' .::~;.::::~;;.:~. 
The first .tep in the revi .. d plan wa. LZ 1.91.0 (XD·.~sil~Jiji·!i 

:3 March. The minion.wa. a .. iped.to the.let Repmat. let .t.'Dv.! 

Inf Div to .ecure 1..J)1..J) and eatabllih a F,orwarcl.operatioaal .&HI .•• 

support future operation. to the we.t .ad .outh. The plaa lDch'.~.:~ 

combat a •• ault of the 3rd Battalion, .l.t Reglment,to 'be roIlowecl 
• • 

• ' ,,' __ ._. J,_' 

the regimental healiquartera. the relimeDtal recen-la.llace COIISJ~ 

and an engineer company with two bulldo.ere. Tu _psa.er,WlI •• 

spend two hours preparing artillery po.UloJuI\'J'tlor ·:J4I:1~'III,I.U~~" 

o( the 1.t Battalion, let Regtmut, itx'105uUn Uwttliire,' 

l55mm howitzers. There were JUt other troDP _".e .reMralestlj':, 

bt ARVN Inf Dlv or the I c:::e2'!lU"·Df~NtIonD. ~ ·Mlt.J'c:lt..'·· 

. . . . /"~::~:: ' .. ' "~' .. : ... ,. ,,: '-it, .. ·; •. ~e\_'!~!,~1If 

----_._-_._------_._.----
~. ~~-.--.. -------- "-- '. - - ---
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lift:41 were .cheduled and nown to otl,e·,·rlocaticm. in the Corpa area 
dUrln(;jhe day • 
• .... • •• _ .J 

''C.' .. , 

3. WEATHER 

Vi.ibWty on 3 March wa. a aignificant'factor for the combat' 
aualllt on LOLO. Theoriglnal flight route waa to be along the, , ,,~:: 
eacarpment at about 5500 feet. The poor viaibility along the , "'~'~..,3ii 
excarpment was one of the factora which required the flight routeto;,;:t 
he moved into the valley to the north aD that bend. in ~he river co,::,ld:''t 
be uaed al! navigational aida.'·,' 

~ 
B.' (C) EXECUTION 

1. ENEMY SITUATION • 

The 'air cavalry worked the general area of LOLO about. : • 
a week prior to the auault and located three 12. 7mm positiona'" . 
about one kilometer south of the intended LZ. An aircraft waa 
ahot down about two kilometera' aouth of the area during the pre-' 
viall' day and numeroua hootches and recently ,!lIed trails were oh.ii ..... u 
ed. The general area wall innu,enced by elementa of the 33d Binh 
Tram, the 27th Company of the 14th NVA Antlair'craCt Battalion, 
and the '35th NVA Engineer Battalion. Ground ri're conaiated of 
amall arma. 12. 7mm machine guna. and 37mm antiaircraft fire. 
There waa at leaat one 37mm pOllition one kilometer north oC the 
LZ and numerou's 12. 7mm poaitions atrung along the escarpment 
ering the river. Fire was reported by aircraft from all directiona 
around the LZ. 

" . 
2. COMMAND AND CONTROL 

The chain of commancJ,for the combat auault on LOLO waa', 
£rom'l Corps and let ARVN 111-( Dlv 10cated at Military Poat near 
Khe Sanh to the let Regiment iocated at FB DELTA' (XD 647300) and· 
then to the battalions that were being inaerted. 'The 3d ll'!.ttlolion 
was acheduled for *e initial auault. to be followed by the let 
Battalion. The Ground Comma,nder (CC) waa the commanding UL' .... ' .. .,,' 

ot the lat Regt, let ARVN InC Div. The Air Mission Commander 
waa the CO, ~23d CAB. The PZ was controlled by-lhe 5-3, 223d . . 
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-.who wal al.O the proceeded to the LZ area at lird light to oblerYe the . -ol the Cay and . tc ob .. )'ve the aintrikel. which were Iclleduled to go into the area· 
'. • ,"',-' ,,'_, "' _ • .'~."'.. " ' ' • ~,W prior to LZ time. -'. _. ..,. • -', '-;,. _:F" ~, \ 

" . ~'~" ., 
• "v"";"!, - . . ' . '. ." . ". ,. The primary radio net lor command and control ol the'lilt aliiPI 

by the AMC wal the UHF net. All aircraft were to moniter the command UHF lrequency lor inlormatlon regarding the coordination between t~e-,_:~ AMC and llight leaden. The VHF net was uled all a link betweenthe:'~~ . ..,- - .. ~ ... ",. AMC and all airborne lire support ele~ents .(air cav. ARA. eacort .:;;~ gUDBhipl. and the FAC). The FM radio net wal allo used al a corn-:,~~ municatioDi link with the FAC. The individual companies maintained ';;?f internal control ol their llight on their own a881gnedVHF and FM . ,.­
frequencie •• 

, . . I 
" The GC bad one UHF radio and two FM radio I at his disposal tn the console of the C.C aircraft. The UHF radio was available to moniter the progresa of the llight. One of the two FM raifios was used,' , by the GC'I Artillery Liaison Officer. The other FM radio wal uled by GC to communicate with his ground elements. 

- ',',,,' 

3. RECONNAISSANCE: .. :-. ' 

,.' .' :. 

B Troop~ 7th Sqdn. lst Cay; OPCON to the td Sqdn. 17th Cay' received the minion for visual reconnainance and preparationol LZ, LOLO. B Troop reconnaissance teams consisted 01 two AH-IO CODI~aa 
lor reconnaissance ellort and one UH-IH Command and Control 
helicopter lor coordinating the recoonais sance elfort and the LZ 
preparation. The Cav troop commander elected not to use the LOH ... obaervation helicopter because of the intensity of antiaircralt activity, ' knoWn to be in the area. Previous experience lrom earlier operation. in LAMSON 719 demonsbated the vulnerability of the LOH to fire from' heavy calilMr weaponl. B Troop relieved their reconnaiasance teaml . on ltation to provide continuous lupport. Cav reconnainance teama bad worked the length of the ridg~. l~e~lrom east to west one week prior to-the iDlertion on LOLO. :'-The reconnaissance teams did not 
concentrate on any specific area. The Cav detected,recent activity 
with continUOUI movement into the area south and west of LO!.O. The eltimated a ponible NY A company or battalion size unit operating 
in the area. On 2 March, one day prior to the inlertion, 'B Troop performed a vilual reconnaiBBance mi .. lJm to select Ute LZ at LOLO . . . . . '. 
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aad ,an aW1'itte~ report to the'.. . .a:·'.D ... ·"'" t .. I'nl ... ,'· 
. iIlcluded coordia&te. aad descrlption·i.·of 
L7 ·,ite.. Diagram. depicted ~. LZand '. that were 
P" . xi. An approach route _. rec:ommeaded.fromthe north .. ' " .....• ,} 
o ;·thea.t aad the departure route w.i..recommended· to the north'::'(:.t 
e~ . lr theeaet. B Troop had not reported any are In the vlctnltyc':';r 
01 JLOI however 12. 7mm fire was received farther .outh. . B Troop .'.;'. _II briefed by the AMC and _. give~ .control of TAC air to c:oordlaate 

the pr~ration of the LZ. O=e the aiutrikes were being. empl0Y~.~. it: ...... ·:·· 
B Troop .creened to the .outhaadwe.t of the.LZ. Ju.t.prlorto.aaCl,:'> 
durlag the lasertion,B Troop was directed by the·AMC to provide ':;C" . 
ucurtty three to live kilometer. to the .0Uth aad we.t. B Troop.,;,:~:'~ 
was directed to move to several diHerent areas throughout the'·',!! 
lasertiDn. The wertioll was not completed untU the following ciay. ":t~ 

4. STAGING • 

The staging of aircraft for the a .. ault on LOLO took place 
at the Lagger Pad, Khe SIUIb. combat base. The aircraft involved "'. 
were to report to the Lagger Pad between 0800 and 0830 hour. on 
3 March 1971 and .hut down for a crew briefing-by the 5-3, 101lt., 
Avn Cp. At 0930 hours the aircraft under the control of the .!lilghi~":;~ 
leader. departed the Lagger Pad as a .!light ancfproceeded to the 

o • • '. ' • 

5. . PICKUP ZONE • J "', 

The PZ to be used for the assault on LZ LOLO was FB lJ.liii.w·~·JIo,.; 
Thrity mlallte. prior ·to PZ time, the regimental commander .ent worill. 
that the PZ had been changed. The PZ was changed from FB .. jJJ ...... ,"~ .. ; 
(XD (,oU,300j to a field location described a. being 2000 meters 'rCIJD'''~ 
DELTA on an azimuth of 300 degree.. The actllallocatioll of the PZ. 
WlUI 1500 meters frod DELTA on a 290 degree heading. . 

The PZ was under the control ~rthe 5-3, 223d CAB in a ClcC 
aircraft. The CIr.C preceded:the· .!light to the new PZ to e.tablish 
the exact location. Although'the .tltght leader :!,&S assisted by the' 
C.C, lui esperleneed .ome difficulty ill 10catiJig·the PZ. This' __ "_#. 

and tbe !.act that the. trOOPI took longer to load than wal alltlc:lpl.t4Ild 
caused the night to'bunch up. To avoid becoming too clole ~<>J!'.~I1.;" • 

. .tltgbt began to .wing lurther to the south and welt ill an attempt. to 
the .!light path and malataill their separation, Thia. path took the 
over preriOlllly unknown enemy politlona. 

n-4· .... 
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Approximatel, . .. without takiDI "",.;, :"'+,'~ 

nre. TAe remaiDiDI aircraft m Are from ., 

sOllthW.St of l>ELTA. OIle air~raft deltroyed as' 

a NSalt of this. fire. There were three crew .. plcked up .. '. 

by a cbse aircraft anel one by a dustoH aircraft~.;·l{Oene~yli,r.:,,,,, ,.,.;~:,; 

was encountered in the PZ its.u but bd it not beennecelsary to cbaDje··':': 

ale lUaht rOllte, the pickup of the troops 'miiht pOlllilbly baye been 'ac-< . .' 

compliehed without incident. Once the aircraft were able to retUrD .... ", .. '. ,', .... ".". 

to the planned l1ight route, the enemy lire ceased. The additional' 

piCkup of the elemente of the 3d Bn, IItRegt from.~s Iield 10c:at:LOIl~7~~ 

was completed without incident. ", 

6. FIRE SUPPORT 
. . 

PLumed preparatory Iires for LZ LOLO conailted of a gen-.... ,.' ' .. ,,:.;.'''':' 

eral LZ prep by heavy artillery from the 108th Artillery Group late,,':;: ".''!:i~ 

on the night of 2. March. Additional preparatory flree were planned" 

including ARC LIGHTS during the early morning of 3 March; tactical 

air etrikes from 0715 to 0930 hours; and an artUlery preparation . 

consisting of ARVN 155mm fire from DELTA 1, US 175mm fire Ir • .D;:··'··<E<! 

the 108th Artillery Group !rom TABAT commencing at 0930 hour 

IUld an »'A prep !rom 0956. to 100'0 hours. . ,',.",,-,-, 

,. . 
The 108th Arty Group Iired a general LZ pr~p from 2.2.14 to 

hOUri on 1 March conaleting of fifty-six 175mm .rounds. Thirteen 

ARC LIGHTS were planned for 3 March, eight requested by XXIV COrpl 

and fin by I Corps, none of which were planned in the vicinity of . 

LOLO. I Corps later diverted ten of the orginal thirteen, but only·.·· 

olle wal diverted to the vicinity of the LZ. That ARC LIGH~ was 

executed at 0455 hours. At approximately 0700 hours, B Troop, . 

7/1 Cay arrived on station to identify targets for FAC cOlltrolled 

tactical air strikes. At r 0800 hours the AMC arri.,ed at the LZ and 

that no TAC air bad been employed. The AMC attempted to contact.· .. 

the FAC without succe... The AMC contacted HILLSBORO, the .' 

airborne USAF comma.:od and control center, requesting information'· 

on the absence of TAC air and ~s ·.Wormed that the air la d been·,.·· .' 

diverted. Immediately following this notiIicatiop., contact was 

abUshed with the FACand the first airstrikea began at 0838 hours •. 

From 0838 to 0944 h~llrs, lour lIets oI TAC air with Daiay-,:litter' . 

ccmvenlianal bombs were employed for LZ conlltruction and nelllt1~a1;;' 

batten of eneqly.,P0sitions. Numero~s air strikes were employed .. '. 

lor troop. m contact throughout the ~\l; At appr~imate11 0930 ' .. 

hours, AltVN 155= howitzers from OELTA 1 prepared the- LZ' 

with 489 rounu untU 0956 hours. No heavy artUlery from the .lUllED 

-, n-5 
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1.p:re]~·j),Ullf1,LZ. bllt 175mm. 

utUler,. from the. 108th was .' . . target. three 

kUomet,rs south of the LZ cotMnencbig'at 1040 ·hollrs. The £111&1 phase' 

of the preparation for the combat as.alllt w':s carried 'out by the ARA 

from 0956 to 1000 hOllrs working. in conjllllction with theCav teams 

on station. _". :. ." --.' . ::.. .. 
'. -,' 

"... . . 
The "/77th '_provided two sections oC ARA (station time 0945) to 

provide fire support Cor the combat a .. ault. The ARA fired a pre;;'- ." .. ,-­

paration directly on the LZ and also fired a preparation on the aDoroa,ch 

axis into the LZ. Once the preparations were fired, the ARA went iDI~o.~I;\ 

a CAP of the area to answer calls for fire lrom the grolllld elements 'or 

engage enemy antiaircraft positions. When the enemy gunners engaged 

lilt aircraft, the fire oC ARA was not called lor since the source of the ' 

enemy fire could not be determined.· 

. 7. PICKUP ZONE TO LANDING ZONE 
. ' . 

The night oC 35 UH-lH lift ships departed the PZ under thecontroj" 

oC the AMC, CO ZZ3d CAB. The flight route was from the PZ to . 

DELTA 1 to BROWN with a straight-in approach along the escarpment 

to ~he LZ, landing to the west. This flight route was chosen to avoid 

the northern face of the escarpment, which was suspected to contain 

dug-in antiaircraft. positions; This route was useo'for the first tWo­

lilts into the LZ. For the third, fourth, and fifth 'lifts, the flight rOlne 

wall changed to north of the LZ. From the release point the flight n.,_···· 
due south to the LZ with a right break landing to the west. This cn;alllile 

wall made because a! the high intensUy oC enemy Cire along the original 

l1nal approach path and the reduced visibility caused by the smoke lrc)m:'" 

lires lIurrollllding the LZ. These fires were started by airstrikes WIILlC.Il, 

were prepar~ the LZ·. 

The enrout~ altitude'VI&s between 5500 and 7000 feet.' Gunship 

coverage of the lilt aircraft during the night route 'Was provided by ~....,: 

and Cay aircraft to and from the rearm/refuel point. The Dre.-cribad 

Beparation between lift aircraft ~,as _ tl\i'rty seconds. 

8. ASSAULT -" 
The allsault on LZ LOLO on 3 March 1971 conalllted of three 

separate atteDlpts to insert the 3d Bn, 1st Regt. The first and 

second attempts were aborted aa a reBult .. o! int~naive direct and 

indirect fire. The LZ area received addttional preparation br':, . 

TAC air and armed helicopter gunshipll alter each 01 these attempts. ' 
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The t"'tialaa.~ 'he~v,. re.ls~~' .. 
'trom .mall arnu uel automatic the 35 Uft aircraft 
bad ben. .hot down in the TiclDlty of the andOD1y·the finteighteen 
rematnt", aircraft were able to get intotheLZbefore the,AMC::aborted. 
the remaiDiDg aircraft. DuriDi the wertionof tAe first eighteen air-.,), 

. cralt, four lift aircraft were .hot don, twelve other. hit~':&D~three.'.;~ 
UH-1C ' ..... hip. were ciama,ed from enemr fire. Fire waa received. ".".' 
trom the _ire area around the LZ, 'with the heaTieet fii'e coUdIll, tram " 
the southwe.l and .outhea.t •. The iIlaertion. wa. a1;torted at lG30 hour.:,c.~: 
and the thirty remaiDiDg lift aircraft ud their e.cort .unahip. re~~1 
to Khe SaJIb, re.fueled ud awaited .further auppreulon of the enem! ':";.\." : 
fire in the ~icinity of the L~. ' ..' . .. . .. ' .. '.' ... """" 

. . ,,~~ 

After additional airstrikes had been placed in the LOLO area,' 
<-.--:~-'t 

the aecond attempt to inaert troopa waa made at 1312 houra. Thi. 
attempt waa made at a touchdown point on the high ground ap'pr,ox:imat4,1".'t. 
75 meters north of the initial touchdown point. Only five aircraft· '. 
were able to place troopa on the ground .aa the aecond aircraft in the 
llit received a hit lrom a mortar J:ound, craahlDg near the LZ. . .~. 
The aecond attempt waa aborted at 1320 hours, with three Uft &11"-: 
cralt damaged in addition to the one deatroyed and. one escort .', 
AH-lCi damaged. The llight again returned to Khe SaDh whUe the' 
thrid Ir01lp 01 airstrikea was employed around the.·i.Z.,..';:'~ 

• 
DuriDgthe first two attempta to get into LOLO, the lift 

package had been reduced from 35 to 19 nyable aircraft. ~l7eJltv-tl1l'1Ie 
additional lift aircraft were added to the .night lor a total of 
42 aircraft lor the third attempt to complete the a .. awt. 

, Prior to the third attempt, a decision waa also made to alter 
the .night route, approach path aJld touchdown point. The new nighte 
routewas from the PZ narth to the river, then weat along the river ... 
to the release point (RP). which waa a bend in the r'iver due north,· 
oI the LZ. The approach path waa nown directly south "from the RP 
to the LZ with a right deacend.iDg turn which terminated landiDg to the .'. 
weat. The touchdown point was: mo;'ed to a lower dope of the high ... '. 
ground em the. northern tip of the ridge. This ga.v~.~he aircraft co'reJ~'''!' 
trom artUlerr hittiDg on the hUltop. '._"" , ' . 

. .' 

The thircl attempt. commenciDg at 1545, completed the inae~lo!'~' :: 
lion of the 3d Bu. •. let Regt. 12 .arUn f9..t: the ~egimental CP and ~ .': 
12 sortiel 01 engineers. The final attemPt met with much Ie!!. .', 
resistance a. only .mall arms fire waa encountered. This accounted •. 
lor. 13 additional lift aircraft _d two UH-IC glinahipa damaged b1lt . 

'D-7 . . 
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" 

' .. , ..,.. mot cion. The 

• .lter the 3d Bn on 3 March. took longer 

than expected, the bt Bn. a reccnuiai .. anc:e· artUlerymen. 

aad the remainder of the eDJinee1' company were the lollowing 

. day. ."'., ·::',';:"·:~"~.':;<'·::¥";':;"""f·"~;~;/:~;;«" •. : ... 

The insertion of LOLa wal completed on • March 1971~, PZ 'I' .' 

lor the bt Bn. bt Regt. the recozmal .. ance company. artuierymen. , 

·aad the remainder 01 the engineer company were on HOTEL and DELTA;~,:. 

The move waa completed at 1512 hourI on 4 March. 

+i:~ , . '-

9. HEAVY LIFT 

The minion in lupport oI the insertion of LZ LOLa waa ',.<. 

anigned to the lS9th Aslt Spt Hel Bn with the a .. {stance of the',:,,:; 

132d Aalt'Spt Hel Co •. OPCON to the lS9th. ~d the mMAF Sqdn HMH·:. 

463. The lupport requirement included 10 lortiea of 65 t~s. • ,:'.:,:.; 

The AMC for the troop-lllt wal the 5-3, Z23d CAB and the ,,·<t 

bea,.-".lUt wal under the control of the CO, lS9th AsU Hel Bn. The <: 

plamled lequence 01 movement included completion of the troop lift,.' ." 

prior to the first medium and heavy lift aircraft. This would avoid 

the mixing oI UH-IH aircraft with the mec:liiun and heavy lilt .n'''''· ... ,<. 

Tlle £Light route wal north of Route 9 and the Xe p'on River proce- . 

_ding on a welterly heading until abreast of the r.Z at which time.a " 

left modified high overhead approach would be initiated ending in '" 

an ~wind landing. . 

GlUlIhip cover in the vicinity of the LZ was under the control'o! . 

the troop ItA AMC, giving him as much fiexibUity as possible with' 

lire support. Three sets of guna were given the role of Direct Supp,ort:).I 

to the lS9th element. lLIl'der minion control of the ClrC for tluLt eltlmClD!~ 

The lS9th mission commander planned on UBing the three utI ofllunl: 

by maintaining two Betl on station over the LZ throughout the heavy 

medium lilt portion 01 the inlertion •. The remalniDJ set 01 gunl w<>w ..... 

be uBed to relieve, alternately;;· .. the ether seta of guns on .station. 

relief let of guns would be on call at the rearm pad at'Khe Sanh, and 

directly reaponai1N.e to the CIoC. ' " 

It wal decided that one £Light would conlilt of 'ten aircraft for 

thil operation: ,The llight of ten aircraft waa further broken clown:' 

into six CH-47's cd four. CH-53'1f. Pl!cing the ~rin .. under the ..... 

control of the Army element facUitated both cont.rol ancl eo,!r , 

between thele unit.. The ule of one fiight combWngboth the hea,.-':. 

u-s 
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and medlum Uft aircraft further . . . .. '.' and In:L •• llon 

re.pon.tvene .. than had been eXperienc~d_br the ,'1 5 cjth in previous 

op4lratlon. with.the Marine.aircraft. -. . .. :;.... . . 

• • • _. -•• ' ,--"- ~;" -'.;' .< .' ';,,->~- '"::::1i~::.~,..~~_.;~-,~!~;~~,: .. ~~,::;,~-~,~;~>,,-,<;~. 

Two minute .• epa ration between aircraft was con.idc:redJo be:~. 

the beet .eparation·time. Thi. time was arrived at with du'-~\'niiiderat~' 

ion for aircraft .eparation in the LZ and PZ while still permUtiug b'1llxi,mIlD 

rught contrOl by the CkC. Heavy empha.l. was placed on maintafiilng··:. 

proper • .paration by observing the po.ted emoute night airspeed 'of, 

..• .J.w§-'-~ot.ancJ a return air.pe~d of·one hundred and ten knot •• ·, 

(ormation most logically chosen- for the fUght was trail, agalllm;lxl,m:lzt,~ 

control and coordination while allowing blllximum blllneuv,erabUity and" 

nexibility. ' ".-
:./ 

The aircraft were to reb'1llln overnight 'at their home .tatio;':. 

and depart not later than 0700 hours on the morning of 4 Mafch to:· 

proceed to an anembly area de.ignated a. PZ AIRBORNE (XD B238)~ 

Thi. a •• embly area was cho.en for both it. Ilze and clo.e proximity' 

to the pzt •• A clodng time of 0930 hours was eltabU.hed for the 

arrival of all tbe aircraft at auembly area. At tbe auembly.area 

it was planned that the CkC:would' give the miuion lead and air.craft 

crews any la.t minute mia.ion change. and the iate.t enemy alld :-. ;.,., 
• . . r- ", , 

friendly, Iltuation reportl •. A check of the aircraft would be made by',: 

the crewI.and tbe night would be ready for the eXpected PZ time, of,' ' 

1100 bourl, or CD uld respond to an "on call" order to proce~d. >'<:;:, 

witb the lnserUon.· The exact PZ time at thil phaee was only' . . 

IpecuJative, and depended on how w,eU the troop. insertion pro~ 

grened. Tbe remainder of the minion would be accomplished al 
. . 

rapidly al pOlllible. With an utlmated turn around time of 45 mi.nu,tell, 

the' mi .. ion would be completed in three lift. and a clo.lng time of 

1630,houra was eltimated. , 
. -

On the mOl'21ing of 4 Marcb 1971; all aircraft were enroute to 

a .. em~ly area by 0700 houu. .While enroute to the aIBembly area, , 

four direct .upport miuions w,er~ ·~I)mpleted by aircraft a .. igned to 

the LOLO operation. All alrcra[t clo.ed in the aIBembly area by , 

hours and the crewl received their up-dated mis.ion briefing [rom ,;..:' 

the C.C. All aircraft were ready to launch by 1030 bouu .... -!fhe Cke 

then launched to make an aerial reconnaiuance of LZ, LO'!-D. 

enronte he c~acted the AMC and received an air briefing on the Jal;eii~ 

enemy .Uuation, .uggested flight route .. :·approacb dil'ection' Into 

. night.altitudel, winds, an artillery advi.ory and the current mi.' 

Itatu •• 
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tbeAMC. lDIler.'~l~ ~!:~:~!!:~~:~~il;~~~:i~~,~ aa planned.' .... " •. "', .. 

blgettblg tbe;;, . .. '".. '. ' ,Cie .. a ry to 
heavy and medium liCt portion' '.. ,priorto the la.t ... gFC)~sic 
elo.lng in tbe LZ. A warning order ~ .. pa .. ed' to the cite tb"" ': .. I 
the firat Uft for d.livery by 1400 hour.~ : Thia'warnh1gordel( I, 

up by an order to execut. th. heavy aad medium lift phase . 
Tbe first night was launched at 1311 hours and . 

The LZ was fairly .mall aad had evidently been 'prepar~d 
Daiay Cutter aa there were manyatumpa aad aome rather lar 
left within the perimeter of the LZ. The troop-lift aircraft were m.lltllI 
their approach from 'the aortb to the' aouth with a ahort left turn ' I 

landing in the LZ from the weat to the ea.t.. They 'were depareing 
.a.t and breaking to the left as they were climbing out. It waf e"v,,' .el~ 
~t 'there would be problem., firat getting in and out of the LZ with' 
the lift aircraft traffic, and. once inUle LZ, findiag a .uitable area 
release the loads. As for th~ £lut problem, the aircraft ' " 
to adju.t their approachea to integrate them with the troop-lifttra . 

. In addreuing the .econd problem. tbe only aolution was to try to 
the load. out of the troop-lirt landing area and to avoid blade strUte.I • .:' 
Once in the LZ, theCH-47 with Hs .ixty-foot diameter rot~r wa.' 
reatricted by obstacle. while maneuvering to posUion its load •. 
CH-53 was even more restricted. ,.' The first aircraft arrived and began its descent into the LZ. 

was completed succell8fully with no major incident. ' The Urat load. 
arrive,were the 105mm and 155mm howitzers. The last aircraft on 
first lift cIoaed on the LZ at 1400 hours. This procedure was follo,wAIII' 
until the last lortie was inserted and the PZ was clean at 1615 ho'ur, •• 
fini.hing the mission,at 1645 hours. 

'r 
.' ~"" . , Early in the auauIt phase while enroute on the,£irst lift, 'il' C' H~4 

tail II 820, took two hit. at three thousand feet from a 12. 7mm ant18.1rcz:. 
weapon. One round entered the cockpit area through the aircraft ',,' 
commander's window, pierced the bulkhead just above and behind the" 
aircraft commander'. head and ~tihued to pierce the 111. upper 
boo.t aeeuator and eventually lodged in the 'spar ottne green rotor 
blade. The second round lodged in the aft red rotor blade .pa;. 
aircraft lost tt. /11. hydraulic. which forced th'e aircraft commander 
drop hllioad and make!an emergency landing at ALUOI. The al:I'CJl'allt 
commander received minor injuries to the..!~£t aide of hi. ~ace and ..... ~" 

.• houlder caused b¥ flying windwhield glan,· 'Later in the operatIon. 
'aircraft and crew were evacuated to Khe Sanh. 

II-IO 
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1. AIRCRAFT DAMAGE 
..' , 

The auault on LZ IDID 9Z "~l"""'. 
of thesoe aircraft took part in the initial phau of the aBBa\Ut,,·'1"lUi,','f.:.t 

remalnUlg Z4 aircraft were replacementB (or aircraft da:m.Lg~ldi;!;~~~~;~i1 

&nd IOBt to the operation. or the 9Z aircraft uBed, Bix were. Qe."~v:re~ 

and 34 others received combat damage;'AU aix of the 

deatroyed. were UH-IH'a •. or theBe aix aircraft, lour were d.lstro)'e,lI' 

in the LZ during the initial attempt, . one waB deBtroyed be fore' 

making pick-up in the PZ area, and one waBdeatroyed while landing . 

the LZ during the second attempt. Twlmty-eight lift aircraft' 

received combat damage during the auaulton LZl.Ol.O~ All b~t 

of the damaged lift aircraft received theirhitB while landing', . 'on ta)~e-7~ 

ofC. or actually in the LZ. The other 11ft aircraft received dama 

enrome to the LZ. One of the five damaged AH-IGgunahip. waa .,-"", .• ,;, 

while covering this damaged UH-IH. The other four were Cla:ml~gl&Cl; 

providing eBcort to lilt aircraft in theLZ area •. 'TwentY-Bix 

were hit 1Iy small armB fire. three by lZ. 7mm machineguns,' Jrnu .. ..!". 

by mortar fire, one by antiaircraft fire, five by both IZ, 7mrn 

antiaircraft fire, and one by both lmall armB fir~ and IZ. ',', ,"', '.,"'.,. 

The ,Z aircraft, 61 UH-IH, 17 AH-IG, and 14 UH-IC, aewa __ .,_,. 

oC 34Z *rs and 1144 aortiea. 

Z.CASUALTIES 

The Corty aircraft which were hit included 16 personnel' 

caaualtiea. OC the 16 casualties two were KIA, two were WIA , 

evacuated to CONUS. lix were WIA hospitalized in RVN. andaix weir. 

WIA treated and released Cor duty. The 16 calualties were made 

of two aircraft commanders, four pilotl. aix crewchiefl, and four. 

doorgwmera. 
," 

3. DOWNED AIRCRAFT R-ECOVERY 

-'-
Seven aircraft were ahot down during the aaaault..of-LZ 

On" March, one ortheae aeven aircraCt was recovered. one of 

seven aircraft waa Bhot down, inapected. and found to be fiY'ab,le"h;;:r 

remai.JllnJ flve aircraft were deBtroye.d.."nd could not be re,co've,r.el,~!i .. . --
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' . . , ". ,~_ ... ').- .. ~,,;::.~.'.i,""tf.:k-.',_, ___ .~ ~~: •. ~ _" _,'" Startin, today. w~.~ie ,obij'tomethodicaU,. review each cm.e , ' combat a ... IIli •. , """T!Ui' c8mbatia •• aUu 18 the ultimate obJectlve' of ,alnnobueopera~f.oJl', -ad the moat diCficult pbaae 'to achieve' ' £\111,.. DaU,..ftartlAJ'at 1000 hr. and laating untUwe are through, , will ... emh1e tha 'key pen,GDne1 involved in each combat a .... ult"" W.: . ',' _., '... . . '. "- '-., ~--
will.tart wlththe combat a.aaUlt on LOLO. ,Tomorrow LIZ, the nelCl, - ' , 'co,""".. ",' '<it 

, uylSOP'mA'and the next day HOPE~ We arebepnnlng "f"ith thea.,.incI ", they .,1'.' the freee.t bi our collective memorle.. Durmgthe' fir't '" c:uaal.Dn we wW-develOp our methodology and our tec:bnique and ' lully ,ain til emclency and effectivene .. a. we reconatruct'\!Vbat ' happen.d. We wlUtake theae ibiDga (rom the platudng phue, 8_tagblii and the combat aasault, (oeu.ing on the preparation of the the ccmtinu&t\on of the as,.aWt. - ParticlpaDt. will'be the .e'IIlIClIJ',llcl,r.lili of tbe molt Imere.tecl Vietnameae unit and a repre.eI1/:ative of ,J'oJ'c" • we hop. will be able to provide u. -with the airatrl'k •• ·w~ la~d':the ~~a~,: they delh:ered. or cour.eaU or the PtlOp!.­volveduJ'1i in tlle Army aviaUonaepect will participate. Thla beln.t·" our Or.t .... ion. we are going to have to wor'k our way through to tile mo.t ef£e~lv. technique for doing thl.. Let me conclude. ' 011.1" , I •• recoMnctand record ,what actuaUy happened in a narrative .';'~:II!L , We'\lV&ll.t to get the fact. ,on the table before ua, from the plannin, .' throup the executl~ and theft make the determiJl&,tion.. Then, hayt~ , .. ~t'f.ltl'facl:. Gn the table. we can go back and develop the le.aona , W. 'lIIUl bow what it i. tbat we did well, that we .howa do again combat or alrmobUe operation.. We mu.t alao know what it l. that. ,d~~ poorly.,. ~t we need to atren,then in our next combat a •• a:ult. - ' ,,:'C'OL EDWARD DAVIS, co lOlS.{A~NGP 
---O.e ,aeral point I'd like to mentioD I. that in an ezereta-e' of . • tltere are ,Din, to be '80me thlD,a t~t appear critical or the thin,. , were cIou.e. I th1nlt Oen Berry hal well pointed out what the purpo •• ' .•• 1et',8 DOt take anything penonal. --­'- . ", 

•.... '. ", ...... 
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. The first 11 dayi ut the' sc,e~e. r 

stances that we ought to cover belore}I'. 

put the 3d Regiment into HOTEL lUld BL . Rr:~;.~~~J~;;~r~~~;i;;gl 
DELTA and DON,and two battalions down We'. . . .. , 
south and west. In a subseqUent operation we established Fire, ~'!. 
HOTEL 2 alid later put three battallol18 in the field in the ricbdt,oI 
GRASS. They cUd Dot have too much succen there and the ' 
changed their order 01 conibat~ We' had the respouibUit, of c.' ·:ar.JrriJlII 
out this change. In euenee', we extracted, after a-bitter Ii,lit~.: ,,' " 
two battaliou that had been around the HOTEL area and took them to' 
Fire Base DELTA I, which became th~-CP of the 3d Regiment. Iiiel 
sence we moved the 3d Brigade to !:he area occupied by theIst . 
We were going to take the 1st Brigade ~o LOLO and leapfrog them 
What we had done was move everybody in the division prior.to ...... J ... u.' 

Once this was accomplished we had one meeting to cover LOLO, 
SOPHIA, HOPE, and at that time VICTOR. The itinerary of events is • 
almost the identical script we used coming out of HOTEL, DELTA' . . 
and the fire bases. To put in a fire base a whole sequence of -". 
must happen. We must get the first battalion in QI1 the groundi 
the next order of priority UJ to get a bulldozer ill there. 'Top' r. e·Pa.~e;::,~ 
.the gUDpits we must insert engineers and bulldoze-rs. Once we' briDIi 
155mm. howitzers' out they have to be put into prepared pits be·-ca'UI.,,,Ji~ 
ARVl'{ cannot l1l&IIbandle these guns. So, always on the day we e8s:aloJ.ll! 
a fire base it was a very busy day. We had to start very earlyiJi. ..... ,"Gl 

morning. LOLO is an example of the requirement. One hundred IJ.U'''~· 
eight UH-IH sorties for personnel and 70 CH-53 sorties were sc:he,dulLec __ w, 

~ was what was planned to be accomplished on LOLO. We had drn;; 
ilar itineraries at HOTEL, HOTEL Z, DELTA, and DELTA 1. W. 
been successful at accomplishing themission. The times were cOlrnput! 
by me to accomplish the' mission as auigned by the lst ARVN InI U11'~1!!i 
I spent two days with it. Let's go back and pick up 'the minion.'. The' 
misdcm was to move to LOLO in one day, the 3d Battalion, lst RtlgilD'lI) 
Hqs lslRegt, a recon co, two ~~d.oz.ers and an engineer company • . i 
Thea there was going ,to be a two-hour lapse. In the two hours we 
aoing to put in the 1st Battalion, 1st Regiment, a a.lX-gun 105mm 
howitzer battery, a four-gun 155nun battery'~ and 66 sorUea-of anlni,UJ! 
e~;er., and engineer material. The L~ ,time was to be 1000 hClluz's: 

. ,. , . 
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prior to 'the LZ time' we were to .PL"'.w~~f~'~,~~IH-:;~'.~!>~._~ 

ocpO., From ~930.::~J6 __ th!!re~s tobe,.!~_~· !~~:ll.~~.p.!~: 

'~l~:O,!::ew~:!~e~:~::'~~:;§~~~.JWper!e'~p·"a'n'rj~ei),J,,(·;,~~i.l;~~~~I:I:~::;~~;~~~ 
and thealterna.teLZ:-Fiom·09.~.Q;99.s.6, anartUlery prep "to be""fiJ~ed 

from'DELTK"'l.--Ii. 'addition. it was planDed that the troopli would 

depart a PZ at DELTA, which 11 slightly diCIerent than what actul~lii~·'it,'~~ 

developed. Thirty minutel belon PZ tbne we were told by the .... , ...... ,,; 

mental comma:uder that the PZ would bea fieldsite.t lDBtead of 

iRsertion. we were running a simultaneous extr~ction and lnISe]~t1'on";.,::'J~~ 
, ", • '". _ '_:_/ c.:"- , .• ':_..<! 

.• _'c,;;\:. 

CPT JOHN GOERTEMILLER. 1ST ARVN INF DIV. LIAISON OFFICER 

The lat ARVN Infantry Division had be;n gi~~Jl~ the mi .. ion by I 

Corps to proceed west, south of the ridge line,eventually to,the vic~ ..... y ..... :"", 

of Tchepone. destroying the enemy supplies in that area. The lat .:": 

Regt had the responsibility of securiRg an LZ designated LZ LOLO.' 

Thil LZ was to support further operations to the west, and subsequent:.;.., 

operations of the 1st Regt to the louthwest into objective areas which: 

have not been identified. ' 

MAJ JACK CLARK, CO, AIZ/17TH CAV " 

, 
. 

This particular reconnaiBlance'was not done by my troop. it 

done by B /7/lst. I did handle the three other LZ's we will talk aO'OUl;';\:i: 

the following days, I'll try to give you basically what I remember fr~,rri' 

the briefings I had. B/7/1 st worked the LZ the day prior to the ins1er,;; .. i; 

tion. They screened around it and took no fire. We sent them back 

the following morning. to employ the airstrikell. verify the approach 

routu. and confirm the written brief given the night before to the 1st 
r 

ARVN In! Divas to the description of the LZ and th~ alternate LZ .",~.;';~~ 

had }ticked. They even went so far as to draw diagrams, of the l[rounCS 

showizli. them what it looked like, and wp.at obstacles they had noted. 

All I recall they had not reporte~'any enemy fire around LOLO. Th.ey,:,'~ 

had picked up fire Iarth er to the-south and farther to the wesb fl:'..."1 ..• ,,,, 

12.7uunweapoJls. The' reconnaissance was accomplished in con-

junction with the Air "force and artillery preparation. ,- ,.-.', . ' 

III·3--, 
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GEN BERRY: 
. -'<"-'"':l..~,~,:. ':""':"'-;: .,,. ••• ; .. y.,~~-•. 

1 remember the morniDgol the land~g on t.OLO talklng. 

Phil about this. He' ha_d_ ~.!'siret~,Jh~!'J:b,~ •. 4g~;U,..lGH'l: be placed on 

LZ iteelE. I beUeve that, .. on.the. eV:;l!'~&'p~iqx:,j;.oLOLO .. he .hacl.l~e~l~e,st~ 

ed nine ARC LIGHTS.. One oE those Dine had been diverted •. It halppl~nelci 

to be the most crltlc&1ARCn':IGH'tt'0111e'comlilif as'sault,' that is, 

AR¢LIGHT s~hedulecito'io'rtght'C;;-th:;; 'LZ:-T~i"isa' critical poilnt.\;:~ 

CaD you giye~~8~e ~~~.~:or ili-sfrikes that went into thAt area?· .. · 

MAJ EDWARD MAHONEY. USAF ALO: 

No dr, 1 cannot. I only have the notes onLOLO itselE •. 

COL DAVIS: 

,. ,,,!,' ., . 
' .. " .~ 

#' 

. Were there any specific landing instructions isaued by 

ARVN In! Div? . ' ' .. 

CPT GOERTEMlLLER: 

No air, not thatl know 01. Just that the 3cl,Bn would be aSSall&Ue~ 

and would secure the area belore they put in the regimental CP 

reconn&iaaance cODlpany.-· There wad rul alternative lor LOLO.·' 

bad to be secured to make the reat work:' As for an" other t!fs , 

earUer LZ was the alternate. For example, if we could not get ~1I1''';.,I; 

we ~d put the troops into LOLO a..nd walk to LIZ. If we could 

into SOPHIA. we'd go into LIZ)l.nd,they would walk. A. Ear as an 

it was within two hundred meters of the top oI.the hill. It was 

another place to put one helicopter. . -., . -----I!~ - cus .. ' -..-. ... -
MAJ KLOSE: 

I think there is another point heri' concerning--all the LZi •. 

goblg to discuss.' We bad been given' the mission of pickiDg an aU:ar: 

-

---------_.-... - '------------_ .. _---.. _-_. __ .-.. __ .. _---.. _-: .. 
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ZO"-2I1et.,r rIIGUI8" D[otllLell'1'.bnair~~;1 dmll't tblnkthl. tl .,.' 
, really acceptable, beeauull the' . . ' , be hot, and you", ' 

L 'UTe Jet n. 7= aJict 37mm.2_0j)meter. 01"'3'!(I, , '\I ,DOt . ' 
'to be aou,hdlltance to pick ... .alterDate LZf' Aslrecl.1fthe nut 
we trled after thebiUlal ... auif"'l Within about 75miiter.' or the UP',", 

lone.,; :Ther were JUit menllonl oC the original LZ and' not 'ati, 'a1Jt'.'!l'lIi4t,ia: 
The zaO-meter 'radiul wu requeated by ARVN. Every requllt ... :.:'~:.....~It 
tl to plck &nalterDAte within & ,iven dlltance oC the prl~m;ll"~., 
It'IZOO to. 300 meter. whlchia Juiit.toocloae to~ccomp1iah 

," TheADLe weapOJl,a covered the iiecoud areawher,e we landed., 
beea,~r~. th,t'ol1,hout. .,' '", , '" 

. . ..' "t"'. . ~.,.. ,.",;.r.'. :'~':.;.~," '". :,_.,'.~. ,.'_ 

GENBERRY ._<~.;.. ... , .. ';.-~.- . i..;:1·. ,..:, .... _ 

.-::"-~ ~-,,: ,'-,.' ~','~-" .. :' . ,'. -.. '" . ' - '- . - '::- :. " .' ". ':',:: .~':~.:'.""'~ , . 

At LOLO, by changin, yoW' touchdown polntZOO meterl you 
in RccealJally indenlade from mortal'l and indirect fire hitting on .v,. '''', 
of the bUL One alternateLZ _it on a ateep .Iope, and tobave " 
that .a & primary would not have been too prudent initially. Agali 
are diatingulahing between, in the planning pha .. , a true allteJ~Dllte 
tJae p1'lmary zone, whlch il certainly farther &"y than ZO,O m4Itei'ii,,\,!~. 
you get away Crem the prbnary weapon'. coverage~ We are talkb1LI 
.the t.c:lmi~.1 aDce you have committed yourae.!! to change the 'to,!c1~ 

,,-down pelnt. t. g. oat oC the incoming fire. These are different _aubJ41c:t 
Do you ,thlisk oW' recon tipped orr the enemy to oW' coming in 
lnI there" ., ',_ 
1#J CLARK 

, " 

No 8lr, I don't because we were. worldilg the whole ridge Ilne' 
eaA-west, not concentrating on that particular point. In sulb'4,q~i.:IILt:~ 
claya I did the eameth1'ng on the next three LZ".~" " 

, .' 
MAl SHEFFIELD, G-Z 

,,~. . 
We'Te ngted that one or the' aemy tactic. i" to hold £ire .If,at ••• t 

that tla.ey know carry weapons, and walt Cor the :a1lipa coming in 
,peu_el on them. :They are directing their troopa to wan -
recoplze Ihlpa with troops in them. When th •• e troop. atart 
oa the LZ, the ,enemy engagej, them. Thls could explain 1·1 ~m,e . 

F n' ,'. 

m-5 -

,---_.-.----------,-----
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COL DAVIS: 
. .. . . ,',- . . ' 

lD this particular operation. oIaU,the aircraft hit, only' ' 
gWl8hip.. '" ,C'''' ""'r<~':",~;;"~!~jh~ir, ,~, .:' ,,';;,,>,} '·;XJ:~l:j';' 

.'~ "~" • . • 'I' _ . 

,.,;..-

".: ": -~ :'~~.'~;["\\- -.,:. ',. '.' 
MAl' KLOSE: 

With the ~xception of HOTEL, HOPE, and SOPHIA, Col KilrldigllLte~ 
(CO. ZZ3d CAB) and. I marked every LZ.and.we have yet to dra\lV' "l~'~ti~ 
There Wasn't a round. £ired at us at any time.' 'They , " 
to Iatow that we were on a marking run. It may ,,:,ell have 100ked~,. ',',' '~",.." 
auto-rotation. Of the places we have been,' they're always' on, "7.",,,,,-.~ 
ground in the immediate area. The initial LZ aelection is 'Il'DA'"" 

'd.lviBion headquarters by maps. Regimental commanders ar'e 
this goose egg and this is ,their objective. They are the o~ei 
ly determine where we are going to put the lead ,!l1ick., ... Tld.·,txILiBl~tib! 
worthy of review. We always go for the high gr~lmd in,a x,ye, ... 

. _~ .. 't • 

COL DAVIS: 
. , 

The school statement ill. "The AMC in conjunction with, the' 
Commander (Air Mission Task Force Commander in U.S. 
operations) select. the LZ". 

MAl' KLOSE: - ~ -.. , 
They take the range of a I05mm howitzer and a 155rf!.m hC1wlitz,e15 

go to a map and inscribe an arc. It·is within this arc that they w"" .... " 
searCA lor another lire ba.ae,;"Oiven the goose egg, it varies from 
regiment to regiment where the final touchdowp. point will be • 
the 3rd Regt, the decision is alway. made by the·AMC. With the 
Regl ~(is the exact, opposite. The final d.etermination is ·il;w.y.' 
by Col Diem. ' 

. ri.ti'~:: ~>~ ~:;:~·fi~-: '-:'~~.-;: ';.~ .... 

, I,,' 

III-6 -_. - .,;.: . 
. . .. . ~.~ 

"COb' E' DEW! ,Itt. 

-1;\." -,..,-' ." ,,' .. ..,.~, ... 

~ .'. .. :-:.: "';;;"""'.1' 

::";\'~E~;~~m~~" . , 

--------_._---...- -- - --- -
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Ther~ hal bee no'room·for 1010, whe1l'it became, 

• .. emial to dOlomethlng .the': than what we were doing.' With the F 

ZcrR.'t~ on both oecalion, the RnaltouchdoWll po'l1lt,;wa~., compromi~r 

. between the Air ).(l .. ion Commaid er and the GrounclCommaDiler.AI 
• 

. ~ .. ,.:. . .. ,7'., ",_. r" 

an example, i1l SOPHIA and HOPE, we recommended th~ low ground " 

cd btlth timel the regimctal commander held out Cor the high J!:ound. 

It was Jult fruitle .. to attempt t~high ground In SOPHIA. and he: .•. "': 

, bought the compromise,which wal the valley immediately to the IlUlfUl 

.af th.hip. ground.:, ", ," , . '. • . . . . 

COL DAVIS 

Were there other U' •• ":.Uable that would have been better~' 

ltiU fulfiUed the regimental commander'l miuionor obje~tive?·. 
.. " 

'. ' , .",~" ~'--" -: ~ '.' "', " 

,# 

MA1 KLOSE 

At L01.O. the closest,.uitable alternative was the high ground 

IDuthwest of the high grolllld to the ea.t. Both would have cau.ed 

troop. to fight through ~ depreuion oC approximately one kil.oll~el:e 

cd attack uphill to .ei:&e the £iDa1 objective. On the high gr'c ),'~ LM.!~ 

",.. no alternative: but to take the. hig,h .groufid you had only a ~.~, .. ~: 

·!lumber 01 place. you could put one aircrart.· lince the CCllm:mI~ncltD 

were not put in. They were diverted and there were no ARC UCJH:J: 

1\Iad the LZ been adequately prepped. and lome 'oC the treea tallOC1~ec 

dOWll~ I think we would have more flezibility In determlning wblere''11 

were golq to put the aircraft. . 
.... :< ..... ' 

'';, CPT ClOERTEMILLER 
. ,,-

. .~ , . 

Sir, U l.may interject one thing. about the ,reCerence to thci 

In .upport of the LZ. They wanted to make at large a leap al 

to_the welt oa each LZ. However .• the artillery wal unable to 

•• Car a. they wanted to I~;" :rhe artillery on DELTA 1 that wal 

to lupport the landlng into LoLO waa a 155 battery con.iatlng of· 

,_1. That leave a them a little Ie .. leeway a .. Car aa what LZ .' 

to cluNt... They had a certaln direction they had to m~ In; -.no'" 

. had to move al • far &I pOllible to the weat. LOLO was In 155 

b1lt DOt In. I 05 ranle. ' . 

m-7 .. 

CO~L " 

, 

, ._,._----------
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COL DAVIS " 

MAJ' KLOSE 
. . 

'. :." .. ~.' . ~;:-.... :." 

LTC PhWip. (8-3, 10lat Avn Gp) and !talked about ·rollte.· 
lq to u.e DELTA a. the PZ and go right oVer D~LT~ I, _~'_." 
OOLO _ the e.carpment •. BecauuioC the Vi.ibUlty 'r ell' t :rlc:tlc~,".11~~.~ 
the batUe began, it became ... ent1al to mov~lDio the ~ailey 'b' eCllUI18 
that'. the only way we could' navigate. We'uaedbenda hi the river 
reI ... e point.. Normal enroute altitude· bad been 5'500 Ceet •. I r', 1I1Il-~" 
ember that day we were up to 700.0 or SOOOCeef -coming downO\ntoL 

becau.e of the vi.1biUty problem. :',' ", c~:~;:;i":~: ·~~c.: ".':,~~:n~~~·s;;:~., ' 
COL.DAVIS '", .' ..... ~ ... ,.,::::.,<" " 

. . ":' "..:,~-~ ........ _.... :::,:".~. >. " "'.;:·~t:.~ .\ .' . 

I think it might be a good polpt to digress here for a moment . 
• ·.1 

£llgbt route., .pecifically altitude •• 
. .... .".. "4 

MAJ' KOOSE 
.. ;". "'~~.:".:~ .... '-... ~. 

. . " .;. " -,' """''''''; .•. , 

I 'Would "y 5500-7000. I cannot recallloiing an aircraft enl~Otlte. 
IIltcept a cha.e aircraft that waa in the valley going into SOPHIA. 
d1d not bave any. aUek. hit enroute." . . 

MAJ CLARK 
, . . . .' ", ~. 

I concur. I think 5500 in this mi d-inlena1ty environment. ' .. Fa 
the 'Weapon. we are, ;;500 is a compromise. If you get above 5500 
are going to take air burst a Crom 37mm'a. 1£ you go below 5500 . 
chance. oC taking. 51 caliber hit. are increaaed. There i. one oua_1t. 
con.lderatlon. After Criendll,ee bav,e been on the ground more than' 
day'.ut tk"re on an LZ ·or a;·fi.t:e base,l! you plan filght routea 
ene kilometer or two [rom thAt fire ba.e,· you, are going to. take' 
£ire because the NVA bave moved to within 150o-.. Z000metera oC 
baa.. You are goj.nl to take hit. if you plan the night rouii.·· . 
frlenc1lle.. We aucc.eded in LIZ, SOPHIA, and HOPE in Dying 
frlendU •• bec:auae the NV A did not bave time to react. They did 
ha .... time to .et up aroUlld those poll1t1:onII. The £light route." . 
worked beautifully. .' . , . . . '. -. . . 

\ . In-S . : --' 

._---.. _,_. __ . 
--.----_ .. _--._--_._---._-- --
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W.TKlDSE 

There i. one oth~~ '~"'G' ~IL~~;~~'n~;~':~~;r~::~:~~~"';'+~~i"""~"";;~";;'ililiit:r 
10inJ into.' The LZ'. that .... e wttregoinglnto here wer .. , 

,ro_dor the e.carpmeJlt •... When .... e went in to get the .';' •• _- surVllw,1' 
the other day, we dld go m'at low ieveL. We came by the·eaca,.:rpl~!~; 
and droppeddoWll on the tree. ri,ht on the deck. We had 
lUll.hip. nyln, on both.ldel! and fire on both .idea of ua, 
four hit. on the inaertion aiel'.ero hit. ontheextra'ctl'on •. R"H. 

.... ere conducted in the y!'llq and it wa~ nat~·· If we would have"g, OD":~ 
bl,h at 5500 we would.n!v~.r,lIav •. made it. We would have been 
down by lZ. 7'.. I think that you lIave got to evaluate .the terrain &~.;"'" 
time. On the high ground you can go ~high. . On the law,riat Irrl~1rilLll 
I ~onlt.thlnk YOIl can do it high. /.' : ".-' ,c • .,;.... "":-';''': ::", 

.r-~·':"· :_ .• ,~." ,.';O'!~"",~ 
.~.. .", 

GEN BERRY 

In our preparation olthe high grou.nd, how do wedeal' 
weapon. in the low ground aurrounding the high ground? " . . ... " .... ,.,,'!~.,".,,'.w 

MA.T KlOSE , .. 
. 

We not only prepare the LZ, we prepare the approaches t~' 
partur •• fzom it. We found-a" an economy mea.ure, all·empty". ".~~", 
l. a vereatUe thing. YOIl bring them out the aame way you bring' 
lMIeau •• YOIl cut down your exposure area by 50 per cent. That 
you can concentrate the available firepower on one alley to get 
We've round that long fmal approaches are sulcide. All of ciur 
are buttonhooked. Minimum downwind, minimum base leg, ml:nil~~ 
fbl&1 approach. and,out the .ame way. A ner we've looked at __ ' ___ .": 
machine glUUl they have to lead you to hit you •. If you give him 
dUwrent velocltie., he'. Ie .. likely to hit you. So that'. why we 
\18 ~d the rapid de.cent and the turn-descent. Get aa many " 
'YiI,1ocltles working for you :a-a possible. 1 think given the proper 
power and the proper Ume we can .anitize t~t area and op'lIr~lte 

You u,ve, got to prep the appr~~~ and departure route. 

-

.,- . 

5~{'· 
•• -"<" , ... " 
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Eyer,. .lmultaneou. iIl.ertlon/ext·~actlon that we've rUD. 
." '.' have be_ can'ttet out where the troop. were. They are ~it" 

, . thaJl ~l.Uactory. but we pre •• 'On "With it.,.:. ' 
" ~ , •• , -,~ ;:"_,~:,f",-',':':,-,'-;:.:,::;:-. 

. ',~ 

, 

COL DAVIS 
, ~ ", '- ,:':" , :"::;~< ... ~: 

',' .. ";;><,,, •• - • . ::' 

. '. MAJ KLOSE 
, " .. "-~":: 

~'<''-;;,::,'~''::.>:, ~I:.';,." '" .... ", •..• '.,,': 
, , .':""" ... 

i'c1llke to addre .. fintthe' ~ontrol a~~~d the LZ.We'h: •• VEl!'} 
control of aU aviation fire .upport. The AMC control. the~tt. 
Oil UHF. AU aircraft monitor the UHF for last minute' .... . .-
8% changes in instru\=tlona; .The only people who talk on UHr, 
AJ.(C and the fllght lead.. Oil FM we put .other back channel, n",lll' 

wDlildn't fit on the other two nets. UnrortunaJ;ely, during':" 
'aU the radio. are going aU the time. On the VHF we us'e 
VHF, The FAC. becauae he .C!iDllOt monitor the VHF .. all ~,a,\~:~!I,I:~i~ 
.t&r ml the FM. It would be ideal to have the FAC. the c&v •.... ____ -. ,una aU on a common VHF. UDder one common control. In the 
company all Ikips are on UHF. Some control VHF, lome on _ ••....• 
committed set is a UHF that ilcommitted on air Uft UHF. To 
the r~1 en the conlole ill the back or a CltC aircraft we have a" 
and two Fal'.o In our. thole FM' s' belong to the Ground Commam 
One lafor lUs artilleryman and the other is (or hia use.' 

CQLDAVIS , ,,'~ , 

, 
Should the ALO be in tliii elrt aircraft? 

" 
-" 

J.lAJ' KLOSE. . " ", ',' 

,,":,.~.;;',iI'-

. If he wal there he mi&ht cloud the air. There iI very Utltle 
40 Iblce the FAC putl the smoke on the ground and co:mznllni,:at:i~ 

, --:.. ,- --
'. 

, . 
m-lO 

<'ONF'QSNT! N.r ., 
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C;EN BERRY: ." 
,.-.. 

. . .', ." 
, Let me state an opposition view here Irom the standpoint oI cont circumstances •. The brigade CO riding in the back of the elrc ship i with me and the air liailon o.Uicer. With the Air Mission eommandf sittblJ ill the .front seat I, as the Ground Commander, had everybody I wanted to commwrlcate with. I could work out the same path as the FAC, and I could say to the FAC o.r to the ALa, "There is ~~er.>!i~i want the airstrikes or here is Where we want the artillery" ~d the,$i I wal Iree after that. I realized that this is a control situation, that it's wUlateral, and ~ as the Ground Commander was running it. to a greater unilateral degree than is the case where you have one Datio. ityas Ground Commander and another &s the Air Mission·Command( 

MAJ KLOSE: 
• ,-X~ 

'. - '.,~. 

.'-~ , • ~ .. <.! I think he would be ineffective becallse he wouldn't be cOI:nirm;anlic~ too well with the regimental CO and his staff. He would be co:=nui~~ with UI, but then all he would have is UHF to communicate with. he 18 now, at DTOC, he has UHF, VHF,. and FM plus Americanl. get the 'ever changing situation. He has people he can deal with to' som.e~ Ior us. and they have been very re~fionsive throughout • 
COL DAVIS: . ~" .. 

The airstrikes which were going in around the LZ's in support the assault. are they not unilateral from your standpoint? 
MAJ KLOSE: 

The Cav put them in. 

COL DAVIS: 

·You are selecting the ta'~:get areas? -. -" MAJ KLOSE: 

Yes sir. 

• 

, m-ll 

-CONFIPFNTI e l!' 

':'Wj#. ,,~'-: .' -' 

" i,.; -;~~, , 
.. ~ .. 
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. Whether or not an ALa, 'and I'm' 

diviaioD., whether ther.e should be an .Ai..Oon, 
lieu of the 'one at ' . 

'cI theCL:C? 
'. ~-:" 

MAJ KLOSE:, : .- ,;:\:.~,,:,,-:-~.;/,- '.:' " :~', ,~ 

I would like to try one. He could contribute lche coul(taik to th: 

fighter elements in their language and explain..the situation to'the" ,:,,~ , 

fighters. ThiB is the reason in point. Because .. cif the amo~nt oftra"rfl, 

that is on ,that FM, you are saying"OK, it's .. :'ddgeline to the, aO'\Jth!t!'" 
of the swamp", and this and that. With an ALQ.inside o{ the aircrll:,>: 

he could pick it up and put the strike in. We ,still have togo through:"; 

the FAC" another communications gatekeeper;,.He could increase the: 

conIusion factor inside the aircraft if he gets in.the communications ,"; 

link. , '. . .. :' '" '" ..,' " ,,,",~ ... 

• 
aEN BERRY: 

The VHF is what you use to run the gunirand talk with the .. 

when~ver you can? _ ' ". . . :'< 
.. 

MAJ CLARK: 
,- . :--'.: 

.' , 

If I 'can't get him on VHF, then I get him on 'FM. He' is '--""','" 

thoBe two neb! normally. He is talking to the lighters and then' 

have a little problem getting back to him. 

MAJ KLOSE: 

The absolutely critical time is right at the LZ time. Now 

well once we have s>x or eight loads on the .ground a.nd have a 

ground. Once they Bay, "Receiving fire from the east!', the mlin\l'~. 

hear that I tell the Cav the threat is from the east and the responlSI 

good. I believe we could handle up to three difIerent directional 

at -the same time. ::" 

COL DAVIS: '" 

-.. .- .. -
; 

Please continue on the use and control of fire support. 

,CPT JOE ALTMAN. 4/17 ARA --, • . ..... . 
I feel they (ARA) are not being used eICectively because' 

-
IlI-lZ . ', 

CQ!?'FliWCD'TI"L 

-, ~. ,~-~--:''!Ai'"".e.,r:-,''''' _ .. ""'-. ~7"":'. " 
',~. J,.~~-_, ')~'~'.~' ." ~~~ .... ~~", 

~~. " ,. ~,,,. . " '''''1.' 

.~ , " -, 

---_ .. -._. __ . 
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. . . ,', . ..' '-. '. ' "<?~;~~:' ~~~~~ .. ~" ",:", -. . 
tlcm.l breakdowns, particularly when ft: start taJdDg hits near the 

. LZ.· ·.Th. Air Miaaion Commander goes through bis UHF tobis iDd1-
v1iuallead aDd back through the cavand then there i. DDone to adjust 
·ARA. '.. .••... . , 

MAl KLOSE. , 

.' TlLeDal~'yChabl w&anot, aD ~scort •. ' It is a 360, degr.e 8ecurltY'/~',;¥.I:." ' 
greater reaction torce that caD ,lve us immediate fire poweriD th." :'t", . 
vicinity .f the thr.at. We don't hAv. time to adjust. If we lenow the " "c'"),, .' 
threat U in the east, we can keep them honest in the east. InDaisy .. ,.i~~ 
ChaiD coJltrol everybody Ii.tens to Cav commanders. If a threat ' .". 
dev.lops we can bit them. You have your Daisy Chain (or hnmediat.···:;i. 
r.action and suppression oC the threat wherever l,t ~y be •. ' 

• 
, ' , 

MAJ RICHARD MILLS, CO,Btrr A, 4/77 ARA 

." 'l'h. Daisy Chain, due to its construction, has to keep moving.' OILett: 
you haye.suppreued that fire we plck it up immediately and,we kill it ... ' 
So.lA·essence, when we are iD that Daisy Chain we J:nOve on with 'it " .. : . 
and w.'daB.'t .tay,there and JdU him. once you suppre .. and markl( 
•••. , I:. , . 

lor u.· .... e.can go iD and kill it. , . ',:<.. 
• .' .. ,'. ,r • . ~ .~. . .' " .• _, " 

., "I' ! • '. 

COL ll.hVXS ' 
,- : 

.. .. '. . .... " ... 
'., If" . I 

'. W ~ ,have ,used the quadrant system whe rein the artillery, continues 
to~Clr~ iD DDe, airstrUr .• s in another quadrant, escort guns in another, 
••• ment, CaT, .tc. You retain the ability to strike the target. YOIl . 

identify or are ldeatifiecl for you •. We used this on RANGER PZ. 
r 

OENBEitRT! 

It ~. used ,by us in the 1st DlviaiOD. Were you at RANGER? 
. ,'- . ... , . 

COLDAYIS 
·,c,' 

I wa.. It worked nne; There was no con,trol prDblem at all • 
U a Qircle or area suppreulon at LOLO? What was planned [or fire 
'\qIPert? . . , "_' '. 

• 

dOl Gi IR'-rl..-t 

--,----~"-----~,.--.-~.----
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MAl' KLOSE 
.. -~ 

A Cew ARC UGHTS •. Air.prep startedatOi15~ . There were .com­
mando Vaults beCore the LZ and alternate LZ, two to Courminutes oC 
artillery and Cour minutes of ARA were planned. Artillery came from' 
DELTA 1. That caused ua to go oCC the eacarpment to the north.on the :':' 
initial flight run becauae we would not be directly on gun target lines ::'\ . '. -" ,'\ .. 
if we .tried to use nCe haven route". Becauae we were expoaed to the

f
""; 

face of the escarpment, .we had to shift even further north.' Wedhin'i> ,.' 
want to expose slicks for the length of time so close to the Cace of the . ',.'!l 
escarpment. . ' ··.:if 

.~~; 

MAl'MAHONEY P'~3~' 
. :.-;:~ 

Most oC the time we had two FAC's in the air. We oult have one'fi 
UHF and can listen to only one FA C giving 'hiB reports. IC there are ,'/i 

any gapa in the timing aequence there is a very good chance ·.of getting 
it back Crom DASC VICTOR back at Quang Tri.' 

MAl' KLOSE 
, 

" 

.' . 
The Cav was to be on station at firat light and to observe the 

strike going in. We picked up Co~ Diem at DELTA 1 at 0800. We" , 
got on the acene and determined that no airstrikes had been . 
yet. In the meantime; we were told that we did not get the ARC LlGIIT: 
becauae the air had been diverted. Immediately thereaCter ·we .... r.: .. a 

to get the FAC, and the firat bombs rell at 0840. However,' from 071 
the time scheduled Cor, the air prep to start, to 0840, no airstrikes 
been delivered. . 

, .. 
MAl'MAHONEY 

The beat bomb load after a Commando Vault is a Daiay Cutter, 
iB a fU8e extender on a 1000 POund bomb. DailY Cutterl went in •. 
asked Cor four setl DC air, Daisy Cutters and hard bomba. They got 
The firat air that went in was the Daisy Cutter :hard bo~-!" ' . 
went in at 0840-46./ At 0855 another--LZ-'coniitruction w'ent in untll 0 
and another Crom 0910-0923:-: The'Courth'planned' LZ construction 
in from 0930~Q944~ ., 'A-gain.' 1 want to_~~ve __ ~.J...O firat, then other 
went into the area. Nezt waa troops i~ contact (TIC) from 1020-1 
on XJ>o'35475, which was LOLO. Nezt. 1020-1030. 1115-1130; . 

_ .. ¥', ..... -, ., 
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A.,ain' tr~s in contact; 1130-1140 'troop., . I1S0.ame. Then lZOO •.. 
UIO pme, lZ17-lZZ5 TIC, 1244-47 TIC, 1347-13~OTIC, 1350-1400 TIC, 

.1401.1405 TIC. This was on the LOLO area .. There were'S-9 addition;;; 
al sets of au. . ; 

, ' 

MAJ KLOSE: 
'"' •• "~ : :,. "J' "' •• ' • 

" , 
'.' :''''"'' .. ~ " 

. .... .. '. '.' :-., .~~<~~:< 

Later in the day wenad HAMMER 48 up who has become an o~t:""_~_._r_l~ 
standing FAC. _.' _. - ::~,.,~ 

'., ....,"" 
MAJ MAHONEY: 

.";- • ':'-;'~i 

One thing I'wae going to b1:ing.I!P,_th.e~~,wa! a very good po .. lbll~~­
ity, at the time, oC. sear-:h .,n.'!..!,e.cue mi .. ion (SAR). ~ow the FAC'. 
were briefed that TIC for the nrst time in this war had priority over 
SAR. ."--.~-- -..... - .......... -.....-.....~~ .~' . . ,'.r - ,~,.:!~ 

GEN BERRY: 
. . 

A";';'ut 2Z00 hours 3 March at X}\lV Corp. HO at Quang Tri, 
venation with XXIV Corps G-3 and XXIV Corps-Air Liailon,vlncerl.j 
I reilueated' that henceCorth [or the duration o[ this operation first I'.A~::j!li 
ority air go to CJ)Mbat a .. aults and LZ prepping and the C..U .. ;.l ........ ~ ... 
tn.entona. Second, 1 requeated that no air be diverted from co:m1: .. ~ 
as .. ults without the permi8Bion of Air Minion Commander ••. 

COLDAVlS: 

Let'. discu8B Ilre dellvered in close proximity to Criendly troolPS,;,j . , 
MAJ. CLARK: 

lD the Cav, we don't fire anywhere close to friendliea unless we 
know Cor certain where that friendly element i. or have contact W1 .... " 

the ,ro\lJld. Unle8B you can positively identify Vieapons you cannot 
turn fire when close to friendUe..· . _'. 
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. '·:·;'1!._dld ue people who .' . to .' . command en arid then told :t- ,~,P'llCI. where the Cd.cUi •• were. Tbl.,workal.d.eaUy 1)n .mall\; 

,t .-:. 

'operaUoy Uke BAR. 021 at l ... t two occa.ions'air·strUte. were not,," P~ la. ,_" 
4·-; ", 

. . . GEN BERRY:' 

. .ADOther point ie the 21umber of gun. available. It W&I a llnlltl:nj' factor that day and eome of the other daye in our combat .... ult ••.. ' Jl,um'buoC gun. limit. the number oC re.ource. available to u •• , 
• MAJ KlDSE: 

;, ' 

:.', About U February, the fourth day oC the operation, lie co:mrnil:tedJ '0"" reur",... Thb leave. u. DO .urle capability. I be.lieve . that mlgbt uve to look at what re.ourcel we have and determine oW' opltia~ commitment leTel, and.till have lome gun.. We haven't laid ..... · . .,,,.u 811ft. to my knowledge • 
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SECTIONrV 
.. COMBAT ASSAULT· 

. LZ LIZ-:e
-.-,,-

4 MARCH 1971'~~ -' 
-: .... .. . ,'J 

....... ).': .. \ '~, . 

. :;'''-':'-'~' ;~ .. , 

A. (:~ :::; ': . . ",;,~ 
LIZ (XD 3739) was the second of three rue bases that were e8t'"'·,<,~ 

ablished along the escarpment leading to Tchepone. LIZ would provide ...:-~ 
a link between Fire Base LOLO and SOPHIA 2 which would be established '. 
on 5 Ma.rch. 

2. MISSION -; 

QQtlFfBliiP1Ti.ftL 

-_._----,._----_ .. __ •. _--



• 
, to 8creenfor the VNMC. The 147th VNMC , ' Bde: the 4th Bn, 147th VNMC Bde: " ., ' s; and person-nel from the 4th Artillery Battalion.irom PZKIL()to F,B.DELTAc:losing. at 1830 hours. The move involved a total of 2785 pe:so~~b,,~is:':::~:,:;/.":'~ 

3. WEA THER', ,'. :'>'"~~~~~~~. 
Weather contributed to the difficulty of the ,?pcration. The!,:!:;~1. cloud cover continued to be scattered and broken duri,ng the daywitJi;~~,'; , " heavy fog in the morning hours. In the area there was a continuous '\'1; haJse that grew more dense as the afternoon progressed. Visibility wa81~ extremely limited to the front but visual contact with the ground for 'i~ navigational purposes was reasonable. As the sorties new to the west ;c':"" the sun combined with the haze, to limit the visibility. Pilots reported".:~ 

. 

~~~ 
that returning to the east they could see with the sun at theil"ba'ck.';· . ;.,;;. The environment was such that the antiaircraft positions could see aircraft coming into the area. The same condition coupled with smoke created during the LZ preparation resulted in the diversion oC planned smoke missions by the Air Force. ' 
B. (C) EXECUTION 

" 1. ENEMY SITUATION 

On '3 March a combat assault was conducted on LZ 373), which was interrupted after 18 sorties because of intense enemy: fire. The assault was completed later in the day but with a total of " 35 helicopters damaged and five destroyed. Approximately four kilo-' meters to the southwest of LZ LIZ was the center of the suspected 33rd Binh Tram. identified by XXIV Corps'prior to the beginning of LAMSON 719. Elements of the 2nd,NVA Division containing the 1st VC Regiment' and the 14lst NVA Regiment were believed to be in the general area al ,:;'" well al elements of the 591st Antiaircraft Regiment. On 3 March one, ' gUDship was hit by 37mm antiairc:r!lIt ,fire to the southwest of LZ LIZ •. Thb was -the only indication that weapons larger than 12. 7mm and smalL arms could be expected on LIZ. " --. 
. .,..".,'-

2. COMMAND AND CONTROL 

The chain of command for the ARV1Ltroop. unite-was from I C and 1st ARVN In! 'Div located at Military Post in the .vicinity of Khe ~aDll 

IV-Z 
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to the lilt Regbnent located at FB 431373) to the 4th 
Battalion which was in a field location pm 625309) just north of FB 
DELTA (xI> 648300). The 223rd CABiOPCON to the lOht Aviation 
,Group had habitually been working with the 1st ARVN In! Div and was 
assigned the miuion to combat auault the 4th Battalion into LZ LIZ. 
During the early part of the day, the AMC was preparing the LZ with. .' 
B Troop, 7th Sqdn, 1st Cav,' and an Air Force FAC. The S-3,. 223rd .:i. 

CAB, picked up the 1st Regt Conimander at FB DELTA 1 (XD 552345) "'1\ 
at 0800. The 1st Regt commander was the Ground Commander for. aU :'t,' 
moves of the day. In the 1st ARVN W Div, if there is a battalion move::~, " 

, ~~ 

the regimental commander controls the move. '.;~ 

The 223rd CAB used its 'UHF radio to 'control the air move. -.,;~ 
VHF radio was ulied for control of the gunships and the Cav, and the . 
FM radio was used for AMC routine traffic and the Air Force FAC. " 
The 223rd CAB used three C&C ships, one for the AMC preparing the 
LZ, one for the S-3 conducting the earlier moves of the day, and the 
third controlling the PZ. The 10lst Avn Gp Co and the ADC (0) of the', 
IOlst Abn Div (Ambl) were above the operation and provided a means . 
to the AMC for additional support when and if needed and a .. 
link between the 1st ARVN bi£ Div, through the advisors, and the US , .. 
XXIV Corps G-3. ' " . 

3. ECONNAISSANCE 

The 2nd Squadron, 17th Cavalry placed three air cavalry troops:.' 
in direct lIupport of the 1st ARVN Inf Div on 4 March 1971. C Troop.- ' 
7/17 Cavalry, OPCON to the 2/17 CaY, received the mission of IIcr.eelun 
to the north and west along Route 9, B Troop 7/1 Cay received the 
sion of providing security to the south and west of LZ LIZ during the ,. 
ins-ertion. A Troop, 2/1 i Cay had the mission of conducting reconnais 
sance of the LZ, and preparing LZ LIZ for the insertion. Each of the' 
Cav troops used teams of two AH-IG Cobras for reconnaissance and 
UH-IH, t:ommand and control, f,?r coordinating the reconnaissance el.lo~,~ 
and the LZ preparation. The Cay' troop command~ra elec'ted not to use. 
LOH's because of known high density of antiaircraft"fire in the area,'. 
The Cav troopl, to insure continuous coverage during the operation, 
relieved their reconnals sance teams on station throughout the day, 

B Troop,' 7/1 Cay was briefed on '!:be morning el 4 March by 
@" AMC and diverted to LZ LIZ with control'of TAC air to prepare the 

." ., '. 
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A Troop, 1./17 Cay waa . 
AMC to provide security for' the contt.nuatllc,Jl1 .,1 
vtded aecurity to the aouth of LZ LOW wa:.~l~ril!pa.red 
auppressive fire againat any mortara or imall arma lire that ~e troop-
lift or heavy-lift might receive during the tn0ve. "'.' ' .... :.> . 

"'.:. '. ~ ... :~--
At 1345 hours A'Troop moved to the vicinity of LIZ for'~i~U:~i..~· 

recoIUlaiuance of the LZ and to prepare the LZ for the insertion •. ;:; .. 
B Troop, 7/1 Cav reverted to a acreening mission to the south and weat . 
of LIZ. A Troop received fire in the vicinity of the intended LZ ..... " ....... . 

. (XD 374395). The troop'a ?rganic. gunships wer~ employed in destroti-ng: ... r~~.~.· .. "?'. 
the weapon. A Troop receIved control of TAC alr and employed them ony,l, 

'- .. '. -, -"io 
selected target.: heavy vegetation in and around the intended LZ, ..... ~,." 
high ground on the flanks, and the approach and departure route...,~, 
WhUe airstrikes were. being employed in and around the intended LZ,' .. :.: 

'. <.~ ~ 
A Troop made a visual reconnaissance of the high ground to the west .In·' 
the vicinity of the intended LZ for 5 March. Thisreconnaissance::~ 
revealed trenches with bunkers and antiaircraft weapons. The AMC . 
directed the Cav to work with .the FAC and employ the close air support 
on that area during the insertion on LZ LIZ. 

A Troop's visual reconnaissanC.e follOwing the a~rstrikes on LZ ., ' .. 
LIZ revealed a 300-meter trench line, L-shaped, near the intended LZ.·"· 
There were flfteen 12. 7mm positions located thro~ghout the trench' .... "',,.. .• .!'!l'I 
line and in the surrounding tree line. A Troop marked and directed ' .. 
airs trikes on these locations destroying seven 12. 7mm positions and.' ." 
200 meters of the trench line. A Troop continued reconnaissance of':". 
the intended LZ area but could find no acceptable' touchdown point. A. . 
Troop began recoIUlaiisance of the intermediate ground to the north, betw"" 
the escarpment and the intended LZ, searching for an acceptable touch­
down pointr .. A Troop received 12. 7mm fire from the vicinity of XD3673 
and engaged these targets with organic gunships, destroying one 12. 7nUII~; 
A Troop located three additional 12. 7mm weapons active in the vicinity 
of XD 366396. These were engaged with organic gunships and a rlll~rik.,.·j1 

and were subsequently destroyed. During this period A Troop, though 
receiving-12. 7mm fire, had not r~.cei.ve.d any small arms fire. The 
intermediate ground was recoinm.~ded for the touchdown point because 
of the heavy vegetation and enemy positions on the 'in~~nded LZ. Even 
tbo\igh twelve to fifteen 12. 7mm's had been destroyed, the poa .. ibility 
existed that additional 12. 7mm's could be positioned in the heavy' . . 
vegetation. The recommended touchdown point was in an open area. 
had bee~ cleared· by an Air Force Daisy C.I!~ter b!lmb. It was a ~a'n .... 

• 
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dark-bJ:own area. surrounded 'by . . . whic'h cQuld be" 
easily idemilled by the pilot. approaching the LZ ••• ··This touchdown point . 
departed £rom the higb ground concept tn th&t it: mstn asliallowdrawwitb 
.high ground on both aidea." The oDlydangers seen were buts and buildinS.!:. 
to the west of the LZ and north of the escarpment, vicinity XD 366403. '. <. 
This information was paned to the AMC along with the recommencle~.~Z~::. 
approach and departure routes •. The recommended approach r'oute ..... :1' 
from north to south, slightly west of the LZ •. witha ... short descendi.l1g·:~~(~~ 
left turn to the east into the LZ. The recomm~nded departure route. 
straight out of the LZ to the east along the escarpment .. A Troop had 
been flying over the area for three hours and had not received any fire. 
The approach and departure routes had been preparedbyairstrikes •.. 

'.~ . 

The recommended LZ was passed to the AMC and ultimately' 
approved. A Troop was given control o[ .TAC air and two sections o[ 
ARA to provide adequate security around the LZ.·· TAC air was shifted 
to targets on the planned LZ [or 5 March. The two sections of ARA 
assigned to make runs on the west side of the LZ from north to sO'1thl""'~:¥' 
in a high CAP. A Troop covered the east Bide in .. low CAP, making 
[rom the north to the south. After' this coordination was made A ..... __ .... 
made one final reconnaissance o[ the LZ, and did not receive any' 
By now the first flight o[ aircraft was on final appi~ach. A Troop 
remained in a low CAP to the east. Early in the second flight small>' •. 
arms [ire was received [rom the huts in the vicinity o[ XD 366403.":.··· . 
resulting in two aircraft receiving hits, forcing them to land in the . . 
vicinity of the LZ. A Troop shifted to the west in a low CAP to 
locate the targets. The Cav and ARA worked together as a team iil 
suppressing the enemy lire. 

4. STAGING 

The aircraft which conducted the combat assault on LZ LIZ 
also took part in the completion o[ the move into LOLO on the morning 
of 4. Mar-ch. The AMC for the in,ser.tion of LZ LIZ controlled 
around LIZ while the completion of LOLO took place, under the conl:rol' 
o[ the 5-3. 223rd CAB. The final briefing for LZ J:.IZ was giv!!n to the.' 
flight leaders by the 5-3, IOlst Avn Gp and the 5·3, 223rd CAB. Thi.·· 
briefing was conducted at Khe Sanh combat base with the aircraft . 
staged on the Lagger Pad. The flight was formed and arrived at the 
PZ under the control o[the 5-3, 223rd CXB. 
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The aircraft lor the <LIZ '~~rived at llae'; 
pz, a field location (XD 641321) north or LZDELTA, at approximately 
1655 houri. The PZwas under the control of an additional Clre-air-;' . . .. 

, .:;.;.~ 

craft with two sets of UH-IC gunships for fire support if ne-eded., How- .. ;.':;:' 
ever, no enemy lire wa. encountered at the PZ. . ····:"e.;; • ". 

o -.- -.-... , ..... 

, The planned ACL for the first flight was six. Sinc'e nine aircraft 
had 1!een lost earlier in the day because flf maintenance difficulties =---:' .:-, :'. 
and combat damage, a request to increase the ACL was submitte~'a~d;.: 
approved. An AC L of seven was employed which reduced the n. un' lb~'r ... oC:~ 
aircraft required. This meant the entire mission could be aCcoml)lfl/h,~d:''': 
with two flights of 31 UH -lH aircraft. ". 

6. FIRE SUPPORT 

Planned preparatory fires on LZ LIZ were announced by thii-i 
Corps Commander during the 1730 briefing on 3 March. These fl.,u' •. ', . 
consisted of five ARC LIGHTS from 040001 to 040635, 105mm howitzers 
firing from LOLO, l55mm howitzers firing from ALUOI, airstrikes·., 
from 040710 to 040935, two Air Force smoke sorties, and continuoui 
air cover to include ARA on station; Priority of fires and airstrtkes: . 
would be for the combat assaults. - :. . .. , -~, . : :,:7;,.-' .: 

~'.,:.. " . ,. .-

At Z300 hours on 3 March one ARC LIGHT was employed":­
approximately three kilometers southwest of the LZ with the center of ", 
mass at grid XD 355365. A total of seven ARC LIGHTS were' employed 
prior to the assault. One of the ARC LIGHTS was dropped at 0140 hour 
approximately two kilometers south of the LZ on a suspected, .. n,-.... 
point. Two were overlapping on the LZ at 0313 hours and 0635' wlth"ce,nt,el 
of maIlS at XD 365395 and XD 365385 respectively. The remaining,ARC­
LIGHTS were employed n~rth of the flight route into LZ LIZ with ce': ntE!rlFi 
mass located at grids XD 475430, XD 485435, XD 5Z0445. and XD, 

At 0635 hours the FAC on statil;1n began coordinating airstri~s 
,with the AMC. The FAC coordinated with B Troop 7/lCav at 0710 
Between 0710 and 1040 hours, 13 close air suppor,~ LZ construction' . 
minions we,le employed, lour of the lirst six being"Daisy Cutters.,. 
1040-1115 hours there, existed an unplanned gap in the TAC'a.n::: The;, 
ADC (0) of the 10lst Abn Div (Ambl) called the XXIV Corps G-3,a.lid ,: 
requested ,that TAC air be on station every 15 minu'tes. Between .1.llS," 
and 1700 hours i8 sets of TAC air were E!lJI.ployed in the vicinity of . ' 
LIZ. F,rom 16Z0-1650 hours no TAC air 'was employed because the 
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. was not QI1 station. 

round. on the LZ; however', 

from LOLO wa. not employed becatiBe it ready to fir.,' .. ' 

. ~ time for the aBBawt.·· Between 1700 aDd . . hours '8~~80f TAC." .. 

air were diverted to the westin the vicinity of the planned 1-.;,onS:,·,;:,.,7;.' 

March. The two planned smoke lortiel were not used becauI'eof poor" ''''''';;, 

weather and viSibility. The final phase ol fire support for t:hecomba(';fF;;~( 

aIBault was conducted by the AltA ""orking in conjunction with the ' ...... . 

teams on station.' . 
-~~. . . . --.' ; 

To support the combat aaaault into LZ LIZ the 4177th ~.t<'4':'~ 

used two sections (4 aircraft) to sustain a continuous ARA CAP of the 

area. One section was us ed to provide reUel on station lor the other 

section when it became low on fuel and ordnance. 

The ARA sections working in the LIZ area were conJ:rolled' 

the Cay troop commander •. Consequently the' Cay d~rected that the ARA 

prep the LZ and approach axis for the LZ in conjunction with a Cavgul1' .. ' 

team. This was to be accomplished just allth~ night of aircr'aIt c" <:." " 

were making their approach. into the LZ. Subsequently the ARA wa ..... 

directed to provide a high CAP to the west of the L'Z·. .. 

The first'11igbt went in without incident •. ~However, the se.co:n" 

!light was taken under fire by enemy antiaircralt weapons to the we 

ol LIZ. Thereupon the ARA came o~t of the CAP and engaged the ·an.n •• , 

aircraft positions. The Cay fire teams moved from their orbit east' 

of LIZ to develop the situation on the western side of the LZ. By"" 

working together the Cay fire teams were able to mark the enemy 

positions and then ~ave the ARA attack the enemy weapons from a' 

higher altitude. 
r 

7. PICKUP ZONE TO LANDING ZONE 

. . 
-As the !light was departing the PZ, the AMC was enroute to" 

Khe Sanh to reluel alter having:'~ompleted the airstrikes on the LZ~·'· 

Thus the firat nigh~ of 31 a or tie a was moved to .the LZ and inserted .. 

without incident under the control of the S-3, ZZ3~ CAB. Alter r' . 

lueling, the AMC piClked up the second !light as it was leaving the 

and supervised the anault until its completion. 
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T.he Arat aircraft , 

route to'the LZ waa from the PZ Dorthto 

release point, Along the river. The RP'., , " river, north 

of the LZ. ,From theRP a heading' of 190c!eg to, the LZ. 

The approach into the LZ was a descending left "which Vlasj~~~~ted' 

into the wiJid on an easterly: heading.. ' "c' , "':;"';':)~:'~!i,~;> 

-The departure was a climbing tu'rn to an approximate he'i.diJig' ' 

020 degrees, until abreast of the' RP. A night route',slightly: tn the " 

BOUth of the approach route was then 110wn pack to th:epZ •• 

The recommended,enroute altitude was 5500 leet indicated. 

aircraft were reported to have 110Wn at least thathigh,'some higher. ' -rj,~~:~ 

point at which to begin the descent into the LZ was left to the discretion 

of the l1ight leader. 
,,',

 

• 

Enroute gun coverage of the lilt aircraft was provided by:, the 

gunships, ARA and Cav that were l1y:iJig the night route back and :. 

forth to rearm/refuel. There was no enroute enemy fire experienced' 

during conduct of the combat assault on LZ LIZ. . . 
~ ... 

8. ASSAULT .' 
The Cav recommend ation to, shift the touchdown point was :.: ':' 

recei"ed by the 5-3, ZZ3rd CAB, who discussed the actual location 

the let Regimental Commander. The regimental commander did nu., ..... 

the recommended touchdown point but wanted an alternative between 

and LOLO. The AMC informed the regimental commander that iI _~' .. '"'' 

Cav recommellded touchdown point was not used, the troops would na,re" 

to be inserted at LOLO and move overland to the LIZ area. 

In view of the decreasing visibility: resulting from haze, "'''''VV' 

12. 7mm !ire, and the lateness of the afternoon, the ADC(O) of the 1 

Abn Div (Ambl) suggested to the 1st ARVN Inf Div Commander, thr 

the XXIV Corps representative:~' that "the troops be inserted at LOLO. 

and move to the LIZ area on loot. The 1st ARYN InI Div Comma.nde . 

did not agree and stated the assault must go into the LIZ area ..... e .. 

it was es sential to oPerations which would follow to the we.t".- The 

regimental commander gave hiB approval to the touchdown point re'cot 

mended by the Cav in the lower portion of the high grQUld between 

. -' 
. , 
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The combat allSault on LZLIZ began with th~:fir_.rtaircrlift 

touching down at 1715 hours., The fir.-ftlight 0£31sortt"ilrUise'i-ted-, ,/ .. ' '" I 
el~mentl of the 4th Bn, 1st Regiment, . lst ARVN In! Div.'The·.iir:8.t-t;,:::::~:',::,~ , 

flight wal complet~d at 1731 hours without incident. '.:",';."" f! I 
The first aircraIt that went into the LZ was escorted byARA' 

and Cay Cobras firing a prep of the LZ an.d approach path. ' ARA, unde.~\"~'; 

the control of the Cay then went into a CAP and the Cav'team remaine . 

in a low CAP to the east. During the first night both ARA and the Cav, 

provided 360 degree security. The UH-lC's were given the tnission to 

cover the valley noor north of the escarpment. .' , , 

ApprOXimately 15 minutes elapsed between the nights, 

first aircraft in the second lift touching down in the LZ at 174S.hours., , 

The decreasing visibUity encounter.ed during the second liIt cau,sed the'~ --,: .'. 

aircraIt to close on each other to maintain visual contact. This tii~ht;erLiIi,g:~ 

of the formation caused a slower approach into the LZ and the aircraft'·: . 

had a tendency to shift to the west a£ter leaving the RP. As the aire ... 

shifted to the west they began to rec'eive fire from the area ·contaulU:lg., 

the huts identified e~r1ier by the Cay. 
" 

When the second night started,receiving !ire from the west of:: 

LIZ. ARA and the Cav shifted into assigned sectors ,of .£ire. .The CaY." 

shifted to the west in a.low CAP to locate targets. ARA ,began engagllrll.Y;;! 

targets and worked with the,Cav as a team. Two UH-IH aircraft ~ 

the second night were hit by enemy !ire and forced to land m the LZ.· 

Both of these aircraft were reported down in the LZ at 1758 hours. Bv::'i'~ 

1801 hours all crewmen from both aircraft had been extracted. 

r . " 

The last Bortie of the second lift and the maer.tion touched dO'W'1l 

in the LZ at 1805 hours. The entire msertion of 62 sorties (over 400 

troops) was completed in 70 minutes . .... 

, "- .. 
. . .,.-... 

: 

IV-9 
• 

~ '5'R5D 'T' U 

-'r-------r·--- ._-----_._'--------,._---_. 
----------·--------t~ _______ I 



, ' , 
, •... 

i:,~:~1" 1 

ii' 

• C. (C) SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS:;,,", 

• 
I. AIRCRAFT DAMAGE 

/. 
. ~., ',. , 

. . .• ", ::-~.'- ~.". ,:' ~.!-: . ' •. '~., '::"'~· ... "-·--"--~·',0' .' . ~ ,-,~{f~ 
The assault on LZ LIZ included n aircraft with only 12aircraft: .,0i, 

• -".>, '-' -;',,- '_:":" 

hit, two of .which were shot down, and one Iorced to land from an'un"": " . ",',,',' 
known hit QJ1 the return flight. The ab.:craft were 'hit between 250 fl:et,:,,·'::.~:;:; 
and 80 knots leading into the LZ, and 200 feet and 60 knots leaving the; , ,,' 
LZ. Seven of the aircraft hits were from small arms fire, three frc:lmi}:' 
12. 7mm machine gun fire, and one from'both'small arms and' 12. 7mm' 
machine gun lire. The eleven aircraIt hit in the viCinity of the' LZ were 
UH-lH lift ships, the unknown hit causing the precautionary landing was . 
on an ARA AH-lG. The 7Z aircraft (40 UH-IH, 18 AH-IG, 10 UH-IC, 
and four ARA AH-IG) new a total of 338 hours, and a total of 627 sortiell • 

. . . ' 
2. CASUALTIES • 

The twelve aircraft which were hit included only three personnel 
casualties. One was an aircraft commander hit in the leg by small artn., 
fire on hil approach into the LZ at an altitude of 100 feet. The ailrclraJ't 
commander remained in Vietnam. The crew chief ahd door gunner , ' , 
one of the aircraft shot down at an altitude of 20 feet on take-off froin" 

, , ~. 

LZ were hit by small arms fire and mortar Iragme!1ts in the arms 
chest aIter they were on the ground. The crew chief was evacuated to 
CONUS but the door gunner remained in Vietnam. 

3. DOWNED AIRCRAFT RECOVERY 

The two UH-IH's shot down in the LZ were destroyed. 
AH-IG which made a forced landing on ALUOI was later extracted on 
7 March. The aircraft, was damaged by mortar lire while on ALUOI and', 

, ". " I, 

had to be evacuated to CONUS. . ,." '.', ,,' 

". 

.-0:'. 

-- . • 
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COMBAT ASSAUL 
4 MARCH 1971 

10 MARCH 1971' 

COL DAVIS: , .. ' 
. ,-' ,-

";, /.~:<'<:#~'.',!' 

We will diacuu the combat auault' made on the 4th of March at '-:': .. : ..• ", 

LZ LIZ. Concurrent with this wasthe completion of the insertion in~c)::~~~ 

LZ LOLO ot both troops and heavy .lift. The Air Mission Commander. fo_r}~ 

LIZ was al.o involved with the continuing requirement to LOLO. .:,z.:~ 

,These two operatiol'~ are necessarily going to overlap.' The same . :~. 
,j 

aircraft that were 1 ,d on LOLO were also used for the LIZ insertion. 

BG BERRY: " 

At the 1730 briefing on 3 March at I Corps Headquarters, the ARVN'· 

I Corps Commander, Lt Gen Lam set the lollo\\-ing priorities: ". 

1. Complete the mov~ to LZ LOLO. 

2,. Combat assault the 2,d Bn, let ARVN Inf'Div from DELTA 

to LZ LIZ. ' 

3.' Combat assault two Vietnamese Marine battalions from the .. 

Khe Sanh area to an LZ in the vicinity of XD 592,9. 

4. A. a.matter of urgency, arrive at objective HOPE in the 

Tchepone area on 6 March. Gen Lam s,tated that we should try to alii 

lour combat battalions into the Tchepone area, but even if we got one .-

rine company or one ririe platoon into Tchepone on 6 March it was 

absolutely nece uary that we make it with that size ·force. 

5: Accord the ht ARVN ;inIDiv priority of the air cav asset. 

and ARC LIGHTS. 
. ..... -

6. Before the combat auault on LIZ, position 105mm- tl()w:i.tz:eJ~.: 

on LOLO, sUfficientiy in advance to have them registered on LIZ to 

fire an artillery preparation. If the sequence of events was such that: 

the artillery did not get on LOLO, we shpuld go to lJ.Z without the . 

artUlery preparation. 

-
, 

.' ..•. 
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7. The following preparatory _ employed on the 

combat aB8ault on 4 March: five ARC 'from 0001-0635 

hours; preparatory fire by,155's from ALUOI; aiTstrikell from 

0710-0935 hours,; two smoke sorties; and continuous air cover and, 

priority of tires and airstrikes to troop insertions over troOps in contact:,,' 

ta:1ks,etc.· ",',", " 

On the morning of 4 Much at his 0815 briefing, Gen Lam stated 

emphatically that by the 6thof March his forces must combat assault 

into the Tchepone area. (Referring this time to objectiveHAIPHONO, 

he cited Gen Abrams and Gen Vien as baving given to Gen I..,am the 

directive to take Tcbepone not later tban 6 March). At this time he 

stated we should plan for three infantry battalions into 'objective ' 

HAIDONG and one infantry battalion into objective HAIPHONG. ,At the 

same briefing Gen Phu requested medical evacuation of 87 seriously 

wounded ARVN soldiers from, LZ LOLO. • 

MAJ KLOSE: 

We returned to the 1st ARVN Inf Div TOC after dark and detl!rlnine,d 

that there were 101 slick sorties that had to go into LOLO before we 

could go into LIZ. In addition, there were 64 heavy-lilt sorties." 

We decided, at that time, to split our forces. Col''Kirklighterwould 

brief the flight crews and borrow a C&C from one' of the reinforcing 

elements, which he did. He departed at first light to go to LIZ and 

start the artillery and air preparation. , To the best cif my knowledge, 

33 sets (66 sorties) of air were to be available. He started using 

these around 0815 in the morning and continued until LZ time. 

Maj LIoyd and I C&C'd 101 sorties into LOLO. However, the ARVN 

changed the battalions. We did it in this order: The 2d of the ht 

was located in two positi~ms. They had 34 sorties' at DELTA I, 34 

sorties at HOTEL, and then 33 sorties, of engineers ,and artillery at a C: 

PZ north of DELTA. ~ecause there were 80 wounded that had to be' "', 

extracted I recommended, and the recommendation was accepted, that 

we take-the first 34 sorties from:--DEL-TA I, which was the shortest' 

into LOLO. We would then backhaul the wounded to KILO, and ittlmed'ia 

start the second leg from HOTEL. We got in the"bs' sorties from 

DELTA I, HOTEL,a;nd backhauled the wounded in one refueling. 

we refueled and start'ed from DELTA with 33 sorties. I don't MOW 

how many it deye10ped into because as the pressure to insert the hf'!avv' 
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lift increased, we kept a~k~g:.. . It' was 

seven. At this time I determined that w~ 'follow this 
•. ' , ~ , '., '. : 'j,;' .' • '. 

courae of action. We would go ahead with and f:,!"ou1d police up . ,'*p 

those last seven lifts, which turned ciutto be four,·.&fte·rI..IZ;·"~:'·i.·:,>',,'· .':,., 

. 
' 

.. _- -, . ~I:,' 

Meanwhile, Col Kirklighter contiriued toput in air strikes a(LIZ. We,:-;':\ 

picked up 31 BortieB north of DELTA 1. I moved out to theViclDity',·,;,';;<~:i.: 

of LIZ and auumed the responsibUity for the LZ as Col Kirk1ight"r.,:~, .,. 

went to refuel. We inserted 31 sorties without incident. It's " 'C" . 

=.otable here that we did not go to the high ground LZ •. · This time 

went to a low ground LZ because the high ground was unacceptable.,' 

There wall just too much antiaircraft fire. About this time Col .," 

Kirklighter came back on the IIcene and llert;' Thirty-one more lIortllell:;;i 

were inserted, but during that insertion two a;ircraft were shol: down'~ 

in the LZ, and the crews were subsequently extracted. 1 then tO,ok four, 

aircraft back to DELTA, and cleaned up the PZ into LOLO, and that.' 

was the day's activity. 
• '. <C' 

CPT GOER TEMILLER: 

Our objective as stated by BG Phu, was to provide a security'/' 

link between ~Z LOLO and another fire base whiclt was to be Fire' " 

Support Base SOPHIA n. Thh would also be a staging area for 

ht Regiment operations to the south once the arelof Tchepone had 

taken. We talked for many hours about what had to be done, and 

what the best way to do it would be. ' We decided to follow this seque 

of events: Continue LOLO in that order, and then go'to LIZ when it ... 

was ready. We had no time estimate of when LIZ would be ready or 

when LoLO would be finished. Things we re a lot slower than we had: 

hoped. 
.'. 

MAJ CLARK: , r 

This is the !irst time we departed from the high ground COlrlClIP",". 

This ODe was actually in a little. draw .. There was high ground on "n~"'''1 

sides of it. The high ground tQ'~he' south was the first intended LZ~ 

It was actually the lowest ground anywhere in th~ area. We placed 

three Air Cay troops supporting the 1st ARVN bifantry Division as,: 

follows: C Troop, 7/17th along Route 9 to the west; A/zlUth .... ,'''''''''{ 

the LZ; and B17/lst 'screening south of the LZ. When they got into. 

the area, about 0800, B/7/lst joined up with the ca.c and su.rt,ed 

coordinating and controlling the air strl'kes for- LIZ. --My troop, 
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joined up withth~CIrC and w-;; of LOLO. I 
wasgiv.en the ARA sections to screen' , and a section of 
ARA east of the LZ; We continued thiathr day untU the 
insertion was completed, and the heavylinv,;aa coriipl~te~".Our:.;, .. , ... ' . 

.primar.y mission here was to try to detect mortars and stop any ground 
fire that the slicks might be taking or the .heavy lift 'might ·betaking.,'. 
coming into th.e LZ.· After this was completed, which was aroUnd:::>..· 
1345, .A Troop moved to LZ LIZ and we started to recon LIZ.. As '. ioon' 
we got into the area we detected a lZ. 7 position. The weapon Iltarted: 
firing at us, and we engaged this target and destroyed it with the.' '. 
gunships. Then we started selecting targets for the TAC air, tal,,·,et:. 
we thought were important on the ridge line where the LZ was'p 
We placed airstrikes on this area throughout the afterrioon. About 1530. 
one airstrike opened up trees and found a 3000meter trench line on 
the intended LZ, which had 15 lZ. Imm positions located thr.oughout '.', 
the trench line and tree line. We p1aced.airstrikes on these .positions. 
Airstrikes destroyed seven positions and ZOO meters of the trench n.".,';. 
We continued to VR the area. We could not find an acceptable LZ in" 
the high ground, and we started to work the intermediate ground'" 
the escarpment and the high ground where the intended LZ was. 
we picked up 1Z; 7mm fire. We destroyed one weapon with Cav" 
fire and a second with airstrikes. At about 1615, continuing with' 
the VR, we located three more lZ.7's, all of them'·active. These'we' 
engaged with cavalry and airstrikes, and they were subsequently 
destroyed.' At this time we thought we had all the 12. '7' s de..t,.,:"".~···:··,i~j; 
We had not taken any small arms fire. The only danger we saw "'a __ 
some huts and buildings out to the west. This was passed on to the" 
Air Mission Commander and as the assault. started we shilted to start" 
hitting targets to the west. The reason that we picked the interTYlecua.te."; 
ground for the LZ was because the highest ground was heavily veg·et •• t .. ,d;:i 
We had not destroyed all the vegetation, and we thought there still 
could be some lZ. 7' s in' the heavy vegetation even though we had 
knocked out 12 to 15 weapons. The LZthat we did pick was in an 
open area that had !>een blown out by a Daisy Cutter. It was a large, 
dark brown area surrounded by a .. burn«d out area which could be eas 
identified by the pilots coming info the LZ. The haze again was 
getting pretty bad that afternoon. We recommende-d.an approach 
we had fiown over for about three hours and had not taken art1'fire. ' 
We had prepared the area with airstrikes and ARA. The decision . 
LZ was reached through the cavalry commander and Col Kirl<lllg' .... r.i -- . • 
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We had to go With the brown are~ black area.. I got 
up there. and identified W. area lor 'Commander from the' 
air. He did not like it. I told him that the :Air MiuionComrnander said 
this would hav~ to be the LZ. He did not oIler any opinion, after that •. ' "., 
Thi. jU8t had to be it if we were goingte get into LIZ. Ith&~ to be there.,>, 
He wanted an alternative between LIZ and LOLO.' ,Then we told him if' ",J 

he wanted an LZ between LIZ and LOLO we wouli have to repeat the , ',' 
.. _ >, ~.~ '. 'l~ . 

preparation prix:e... The choice wal really between LIZ and putting a ' .. 

~~~': into LOLO ~d havi;ng them wal:~ to LIZ. H~ said, ~'OK, g~ :;',., 

"'~~ 
GEN BERRY: <'3.ti 

".""<! 
While you are discussing alternate LZ IS, I should point 'out, that 

at 1614 while you were observing the preparation of LZ LIZ, i talked ,;. 
by radio with BG Meyer who was; at Gen Lam's headquarters Olnd BG"','," 
Phu's headquarters. i requested Gen Meyer to get from Gcn Phu an " 
alternate LZ to the LIZ area. I recommended landing of the troops at 
LOLO. What Ihad in mind was the poor and decreasing visibility and, 
the heavy antiaircraft fire in the LIZ area. I believed it might be ' 

'sound to go ahead and land those troops designated for LIZ on LOLO'· 
that evening, and then the Iollowing day, make a combat assault into "&' L"""" 
LIZ area. The word came back !rom Gen Phu thatlle would select no ." 
alternate LZ's. We had to go into the LIZ area. Let's review the 
support thing if you want to. At IZZ5'hours, 4 March, at 1st ARVN 
Div headquarters, LTC Byers, them. the senior a,dvisor" related to me 
by radio that Gen Phu wanted the combat assault on LIZ without W8'ltltng 

for the artillery preparation from LOLO itself. 

MAJ KLOSE: 

The troops that went into LIZ came from the north side of Fire' 
Base DELTA. We had three separate C&C's. Col Klrklighter had one 
slick from KILO as hill. I borrowed one' from AUCTION, and AUCTION" 

, came up .with another IIhip to be the alternate C&C. One was working 
LIZ, one LOLO, and one was on thePZ. Col Kirklighter would cover 
LOLO while I was refueling. It's a case of staggering all the key pe'Oil,le, 
on refueling, so any 'one, of them can mind the store while the·dher ill 
gone. These thing_ conlc\ be planned in the future, but there is no' , 
guarantee things would work out that way. It seems to work out pr!lltty, 
well as long as you can figure out the fuel.Jltate everycwe has and de 

, . , 
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What happens when the Ca.C ship iii shot down:o~ haspiechanical 

{aUura? Tha.U.I one situation, but 1 am talking of when the battle .has 

changed and ~en we have to do lomething diHerent with the troopl.c;:lf 

Ca.C il shot 40wn the cavalry commander can go ahead. If you have to 

change the bAttle plan then you get a diHerent deal. . 
. - ... 

OEN BERRY: 

II Oen Phu had been in the lhip with me at the time, you would 

have had a situation which could have dealt with a change in battle plans •. ·· 

Under the circumstances under whichall·of these have been nown, a ... 

drastic change in the battle plan would have required my nYi.?g back and" 

landing to talk with Oen Phu. 
.' .. 

MAl KLOSE: 
. "'''c-.. 

As to the vulnerability. of a pTimary CitC shill with the key __ ._ .. 

aboa.rd, 1 have serious doubts, on the ARVN side of the house, that 

they\w~uld have a lec()nd team ready to take over:*' '0'" ""."'~"" 

OEN BERRY: 
! 

.. -, .\~' .. '. 

Discussing the command decisions during LIZ, there was a .. ·'·. 

series of consultations by radio going on between me, over LIZ in an 

aircraft, and 'BO Phu on the ground at his headquarters. That discus 

sion was conducted through the intermediary, Oen Meyer and LTC 

1 was relaying back the situation to these two individuals who were in.' . . 

turn relaying them to Gen Lam and Oen Phu. This was their combat 

as sault. The leading example is that of my recommendation 'ofa:n 

alterna!e LZ. At the same time, from the air over the operation, 1 

. talking by radio to the XXIV Corps. 0-3 and keeping him informed. 

gentlemen. is in no wayan alternative for an alternative command 

and command ship, but at least there was Borne 'i:entinuoua cOlnllul:tat;io~ 

going on. Fortunatel,y, we did not have a situation that req~b:ed a 

draltic change in .the battle plan. 

-- . • 
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COL DAVIS: 

Waa Oen Phu tio located ao a.to 

OEN BERRY: 
-.' ~', 

< ;" 

.. i::.; , :,' '~, ,; '~:,..-- . ':~<."''''''_: 

waa u: :~p~e ~::::::n~rt~~~':::~i!e a~~8t;0 ::~i:::~~~:tr!:, ~<~~. 
~uE2~~;:;~.r;:~:':;~~:::ii?:~~4!. 
doing a very good job of keeping abreas.t of what was critical, LOLO·· .• ~~ 
completion and the preparation of LIZ. I venture to guess he probably;)% 

was at the moat critical spot until, perhaps, the landing on LIZ •. I .. ~~. 

think he was in the right place, and I think the key decision makers were.';;' 
. '---~ 

there at the LZ. • ' . ,1 

COL DAVIS: 

We have not completed the discussion of TAC air. 

MAJ MAHONEY: (speaking of LIZ preparation) 
,. 

, , 
• ,,·t ~ 

We did,have 34 aets of air. From 0707-1015 we used 13 lIeta 

air that were 'LZ construction. Fotlt of the Iirst six had Daisy C\ltt,er .. ~:, 

for LZ construction. From 1015-1723 we put in an aaditional 15 

air. From l7Z3-l814 we put in three other sets. 

MAJ KLOSE: 

It is our opinion now that the actual LZ used for LOLO was a 

misplaced Daisy Cutter and it worked in our favor. In the future, wlleJiC 

we prepare an LZ we are going to have .to prepare several places to 

touch down. '1 would 8ay it would be ideal to have aerial photography 

that we could lIee the actual condition of the high ground. Then we' 

could sit down with the FAC's, tell them where we want the DaisyC 

where we want the Conunando Vault, both onhigh ground and an alt:er'-'Y 

native. We could take ,a Leica, put it in the front seat of a 'G'dbra 

co~e back and devel~ it this afternoon and have it. . 

, . . 
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You can a1.~ b&~e an " 
down point on the sam, 

That'. really what we ended up doing on:LIz. We hadtht-eediHerent 

'touch d,:wn points wi,thin the same objective area •. ' Also. I Want toiilL 

this point: anyone flying Cite ships should restrict h1m.8elI to thatjol 

At 1815 there came 'word that there were wounded on the LZ., ' 

Battalion S-3, with one other ship, very courageously and aUUlllra,oJ.',,,, 

, came in to pick up wounded and got two ships hit and did not get, " 

wounded out. From a professional standpoint ,there were several,_'.=", 

wrong with that actiori., , One - that was not his mission. His uu, •• ~v~ 

,was to run the operation. Two - he did not coordi.n.&te with the peop:le;i 

on the ground and insure that the wounded were ready for extraction 

prior to going in. Therefore, a very brave act could have been dis~' 

adrous to two ships and crews and resulted in tb" elimination oC a 

conunand and control "~Ii.p. .', 
• 

MAJ KLOSE: 

I dropped two'parti.,. at LOLO.' The regimental commander 

asked me to get the wounded. That's when I made the decision to 

the one remaining ship with me •. 

,. 

COL DAVIS: 

Please summarize the key points. MAJ CLARK: 

The visibi1U:y those, two days was limited to th~ west. Anyone," 

Irom the west looking east could see us and take us under fire, but we', i 

gave up the ability to identify the source of the fire. On the weapons in ' 

the LIZ area, we had!g,1's and small arms fire. We were taking hits 

with small arms right around the LZ. We are probably not prepping 

LZ's as well as we should. Hereafter. we have got to prep them bette:r.' 

LIZ was almost blown away. yet ther~ were nine aircraft hit. We had 

four accurate Ii. 7= positions w:~rking on U8 withiJ! 100 meters of the 

LZ. Those [our survi,,:ed the ARA.~ and they didn't open up unrti'tbe ' 

slicks started going in. Also, this is the first incident I've seen or a 

double 37mm mounted on·the back of a truck. 

--, • V-8 
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MAJ KLOSE: ...... 

Khe Sanh is the main logistic center for 'this operation. 
to go any further weat thari. SOPHL\ ot HOPE, we would have to have. a-C, . 
resupply. base at DELTA 1. eu£ rearm and refuel s'tationa' almost·. _ .... 
'to be as mobile aa the forces they support. It might meaD: dedicatblg o-;-"'; 

heavy lift to thiapurpose alone •. Can an airmobile division support .. ·.,· .• ,·-... "·;",. ... 
its elf by air?' . - .. , ".1" 1i!~~iIIlt'f'l 

GEN BERRY: 
.-." . .......... -

Non-divisional infantry and mechanized units have beensupp,orltintf~ 
our airmobile division, so you cannot be talking about the airm~bile.. . 
division operating in a vacuum. _ If we had to secure our own' rea.rmt- ,0 __ .­

refuel points we would have eaten up a major portion of this division . _ 
siInply in Be curing logistic installations for aircraft. • 

COL DAVIS: 

.- We have about two airmobile divisions worth of aircraIt wc,t}(:inIIL; 
the area - Bome 781, I believe. Not all of us work, out of here. 
have a 'u.nctliary here, a relatively secure' base Irom which we onerati!i: - --." -. - . . .. .. 

MAJ KLOSE: 

There wa. debris aloft at LIZ. In addition to the particles in 
air, there were things larger than we normally encounter in the air .• ~· : 
Also, the ARVN requested live ARC LIGHTS, three of which were to . 
the south of the LZ. We moved 175 sorties of people from field 101:a~:10lr11 
to LOLO and LIZ, as a group, starting with 40 slicks and ultimately 
getting down to 31. Once we got this thing in motion we kept it in mc)ti'o~ 
all day, and were able at-the end of the day to conduct a successful 
combat ass:lult. II.you 108e the inertia you have got to build it aga.in.- . 
In essence, we kept these people occupied working LOLO and then put·· 
them right' into LIZ with very 1i~qe ~os.t motion. If we have an all-day 
job working our way into an LZ,' and the crews are doing other thing." 
we have to put tkem together to capitalize on the iw!!!rtion. It'. 
erIicient as using them as a unit. . ._". 

• 
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• COL DAVIS: 
" 

So, in essence, what you are saying , have a primary 
miaalon to combat aaaault; The AMCmust have time to adequately 
p:r:epare and brief his aircrews and they cannot' be fragmenteda~d then 

'be expected to form an instant comba.t aaaault in a. complicated'envir-", 
onment and expect it to come olI successfully; We've proven this time. 
and time again. II you put something together bad, that is how thco:"" ' 
operation'is going to turn out. This is something we ,want to '"'--.,,""'<'. 
we don't violate in the future;' '. , 

MAJKLOSE: 

Another very inportant !actor that we have learned is the im­
portance of the lead aircraft. II that first bird cannot find the LZ :t~en 
the whole mission falls apart, and you have a hard time getttng the. ' 
whole thing straightened out. You may never get it straightened out. 
Another lesson learned: regardless of the direction and type of fire, at 
the last minute you have got to make your landing into the wind. We ' 
tried to solve the problem by using a short buHonhcok - come in with. 
the wind, cut a sharp 90 degrees in the last 35 seconds. 

" .•.. 
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A. (C) GENERAL 

'1. CONCEPT -.,--, 
, ." "'::. '-~,> • " 

"'-.-~:<:~\ .. ".: -. ,:~ 
• . <. ". - ,~.,,;. 

SOPHIA (XD 3440) was the final nre ,base that was tob~,,~st·'r'··" 
abUshed prior to the aBllault into the Tchepone area. From SOPHIA;·.·· 
the a .. ault into Tchepone eould b~ supported by the 10Smm battery;, • 
that was to be inserted.' 'C;" - . ..' • •. 

"", -: . 
',. ':' 

t MI3SION " 

E"en while the assault of LZ'LIZ was in progren, prepara- . 
Hon. were in progress for step three. of the push along the e . . 
to LZ SOPHIA. During the LIZ insertion, the Zd Sqdn, 17th Cav'~";"" 
ccmtinued to screen to the west and south. This provided early re- . 
connaissance of the SOPHIA area. Because of poor visibUity in the 
LIZ area, it became dangerous lor helicopters and Air Force . 
to operate in cloBe proximity to each other compe~ng [or air spiac41.,· ... 
The FAC's were directed to drop'their ordlaJlCe in the SOPHIA area. 
as preparation lor the lollowing day. The Zd Reg,t, lst ARVN '. _', ..... .. 
was given the mission to air assault and secure LZ SOPHIA. They. 
were then to ·establish a £ire base Ipr the receipt oI 10Smm howitz,erl.' 

. to.pr&lvide artillery support lor the !inal move to Tchepone. The ·pla~ ••. ~ 
c&lled for the heavy use oI air assets to deliver £ire power to the . 
SOPHIA area and to conduct reconnaisslID. ce to the northwest toward 
Tchepon.e. Six 105 mm howitzers were to be moved to SOPHIA to 

. blbe a:rtillery support lor the Iina1 as sault, Two battaliOnl were to ' 
land on the escarpment, secure' SOPHIA and then proceed northea.t 
to theXe 'PonRlver to e,.ecure a river crOSSing Eor a possible gm . 
withdrawal route after the assault on Tchepone. The plan included 
insertiDg 1134 personnel with 164 UH-1H lilt sortie. into the SO'Pf.!IA 
area. In addition to the 1st ARVN In! Div air assault to SOPHIA, 
VNMC'Div conducted a troop in~erUon involving 60 UH-IH sorties to' 
a field location south oI l>ELTA on the afternoon ol 5 March. . 

-'-
,3, )i!EATftER,' 

On the ~rning olS March the cloud cover was scattered and' 
broken with early morning ground .{og i~t dis8ipate'tt around noon::~" . 

__ • ____________ ,. __ ,._._._._ •••. _'_ I 
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i300 hour. the we~ther ~i: it:. •• :,": : .";':'5;;;," 
DO tactical .ignificance. " tbepouibillty of 
conductlDg operation. into the' eveningwa. " ebould the : 
in.enion take longer than expected.' Thi. wa. the' fint day oC desirable 
weather eince the direction of the attack wae diverted ancJ,.:ciirected, ',', 

, along the eecal' :nent to the eouth oUhe river. :, '::;":~.""'~:"i:"-':':' " • ~;.i 
,) ... ,. 

B. (C) EXECUTION 

1. ENEMY SITUATION ' • 

Aircraft in the SOPHIA area on 5 March were engaged p~i;o 
marlly by 12. 7mm allld amall arma fire. Elementa of the 14th Anti''';' , ' 
aircraft Battalion and the ,17th Antiaircraft' Battalion were reported in 
the vicinity of the LZ. It i. believed that artillery fire on SOPHIA Wile, 

, delivered by VolWlteer Company 34 wblch ,wae reported in the vicinity: 
of XD 3338. Two weapone companie. from the 35th Engillle,~r , " " 
were alao believed to be in the area. It wae logical for the enemy, to "', 
euspect an a .. ault in the vicinity of SOPHIA following the previous two', 
days' ae.aulte along the escarpment and the prepa~ation DC the area' 
the inaertion of LIZ on 4 March. 

• 
2. COMMAND AND CONTROL .' 

The chain of command for the ARVN ground unit wae fro~:" '" 
I Corpe to the let ARVN In! Div to the 2d Regt, all at Military Poet:' 
near Khe Sanh. The CO of the 2d Regt, ht ARVN Inf Div, wae the ' 
Ground Commander for the ineertion on LZ SOPHIA. The AMC ,~. , '. CO. 223d CAB. The alternate AMC was the XO,223d CAB. Tlie ~"'lvi 
picked 'up the GClltJl800 ~ura on 5 March at Military Poet and pro- , 
ceeded to the LZ area ~, ob.erve the air cavalry reconnais.ance and," 
direct the preparation of the LZ by airatrikea. The preparation Dellall,: 

• at 0830 houre. Because of bad weather the a •• aultwa. delayed until 
early afternoon and the preparation continued throughout the rn'~r:nlrlll!:. 
The UHF ri1.dio net wa. ueed to control the aircraft during the a ••• ,i>Ko.:; 
The VHF radio net wa. used to,control all attack helicopter a •• ete; 
The FM radio net wa. uled for routine traCfic and for coordination, 
with the Air Force FAC. The downed crew recovery wae controlled 
by the alternate AMq;"'--- ,,', 

" ~. 
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3, RECONNAISSANCE 

A Troop, Zd Squadron, ,17th Cav recei';~-cfthe zni .. ion of -
recoJDJalaaauce. LZ preparatloD,and provision oC security .in direct_ 
aupport of aualzmobUe auaultmi LZ SOPHIA. A Trooplarecon~,.·" 
nai .. ance teama conaisted DC two AH-IG attack l~licopters andone_'::,_' 
UH-IH command and control helicopter (or coordinating the ,rec~-,:,:;~-"'::­
naiaaance effort and LZ preparation. A ,Troop's_ cormnander ele!=t~~",;~; 
JIOt to uae the OH-6A In anticipation of a heavy volu.me ?f antia~rcralt~:;~ 
lire. A Troop, during a visual reconnaiuance o( the hlghgroUnd'toJ~ 
the weat of the LZ received lZ.7= fire In the vicinity of XD 3Z2419,;',::.>" 
The reconnaiuance team marked the position Cor the FAC, and air"; ,:l 
atrikes silenced the weapon. Further reconnaissance of thia area-~"'~ 
revealed a ZOO-meter 'v -shaped trench line with the open end of the" "',' 
"V" orientedt_ard the south. Numerous bunkers and lZ.7= . 
positions were located throughout the area. A Troop continued to '- .­
direct airstrlkes in this area. With air8trikes being employed to the' .. 
west, A Troop made a visual reconnaissance of the LZ and the . 
route fro~ the east over the escarpment with a tight right turn to 
the JIOrth just prior to reaching the LZ and a Ie it de:ocending turn' 
back lIouth into the LZ. This pattern would prevent the lift air'''; 

.' , . !" 

craft from stacking up ,on final approach to the LZ. Antiaircraft' 
weapons would'bave dificulty in accurately adju;ting fire with the" 
Uft ships flying in three direction~, one of which was a deacendmg 
turn into the LZ. The other aircraft could easily observe any .... •· ..... , .. ; ... 
in the LZ aDd adjust their pattern accordingly. The departure rout 
recommen~ed was east and back along the escarpment. The AMC 
curred with the Cav recommendationa and A Troop directed airstru<: ... ; 
in preparing the LZ and the routes. Airstrike8 were alao employed 
numerous huts and trails to the northwest in the vicinity of XD 3414 
This location was pasll,ed to the AMG as representing a pouible QA;l1g'., 

area during the insertion. Recommendations were made (or the ID10l,. 

screen drop between coordinates XD 35540Z and XD 34139Z and, 'aul~1J1: 
the insertion. for airatrikes on the high ground to the west. The AIIIl~: 
concurred with the recommenc!ation-. and A Troop was given control' 
o! the TAG air and three sections oC ARA to coordinate and provide' 
adequate security during the insertion. A TrooP'marked th_e co- ' 
ordinates for the s~ke drop and directed the FAG to shift fhe 
strikes on the high ground to the weat. A Troop made one Cinal' 
reconnaiaaan.ce o( the LZ and did not receive any !ire. The LZ 
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-'-)., .. " ... " U:,}~I"~I.Il_ Cor the UH-IH'ail'c:ra4 

" approaCluD., the LZ.· 
the three AU sections 

a CAP over the LZ andiD a low ·CAP near the huta 

The first lift into the LZ received small armafirein the vic:inity,,~ 

of the huta. .A Tro~detect.d the enemypoaitions andJmmediately··:;,' 

auppre .. ed the fire.' ARA waa not employed becau_" of the' aircraft 

congestion in that area and the fact that the fire bad 'been immediately 

auppre .. ed. A Troop was diverted to the east of the LZ by the AM~,.t 

" search lor two aircraft thlilt had reported receiving fire and having.~Dc~ 

make emergency landings. ARA remained in a CAP over the LZ &nai. 

'~ -.~·:i'1obP.: continued to search for the doWned aircraft. with negative' 

results. A Troop returned to the LZ to provide security to the aouth.,~ 

against poutble a:ntlaircraft posltiona until the insertion and heavy :.:-~~ 

lUt were completed. 

, ',~ 

.-

.'4 
• . '" -~~::~ 

The ataging or aircraft for the aaaault on LZ SOPHIA on 

5 March 1971 took place at the Lagger Pad. ,lOle Sanh combat base. 

The aircraft reported Crom their home stations in company nights ,. 

between 0800 and 0330 hOUTO. The crew briefing was given by the 

22.3d CAB at 0900 houra. 

-,. 
5. PICKUP ZONE 

The flight arrived at PZ OSCAR (XD 860384) at 1250 houn 

under the control oC the alternate AMC, the XO, 223d CAB. Some 

confusion arose from the fact that the pilots were briefed that the 

PZ would be KILO. The PZ waa actually OSCAR Pad, whieh is 

apprClZimately 300 meters west of KILO. There were no C&C aircraft 

or gunshipa assigned to the PZ since it was 'in close proximity to Kbe 

Sanh combat base. 

6. FIRE SUPPORT 

The plaoned preparation o( LZ SOPHIA consisted emirely oC 

ARC LIGllTS and TAC air strikes.- ARVN artillery.was not p~oned 

for the preparation, although one battery oC 155= howltzerij"1ocated 

on LZ LOLO wa. within range. LZ SOPHIA was not within range of 

175= artillery from t~e lOath Artillery Group located along the Laos/ ---• 
VI-4 
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three ARC 'TwO 
then ARC LIGHTS 'with the c,'enterof.:~?' 
mall at grida XD 345415 (1400 lZ6houra 
third wa ~ employed two and a half km to . . ' Lz with the ' ",:. 
center of ma .. located at XD315470. On 4 'MarCh '·i3,OOiiollr'.',one,i','",",,,,, 
ARC LIGHT waa employed ~o tdiom~t'~r:B 'a'outhVieat,oC\h~I~,jv.ith fII.;::)\"i 
center of ma .. at XD 335395. ' Seven ARC LIGHTS wer'e emplt,y~d i~om'~'··,f 
0115 to lZ05 houra on 5 March on auapected enemy strongpointa,alon,:,: , ,;: 

,~ -
the flight path, and two direc.t1y on the LZ. ' These ARC LIGHTS'W.!r4'Y1~";f' 
employed at grids XD 330415, XD 330405, XD 345415, XD ,345405,: '~':;(it4\~~ 
XD 314415. XD 3054Z0. and17744Z. From 0805 to 1330 lioura~5 ,"' .... ,rCl""" 

Z3 seh of TAC air were empioyed in preparation of the LZ with the 
identifying specific targets to the FAC. A totaloC 'six DatBy Cutter. ",,,,rA 
employed Crom 0805 to lZ31 hours., Other ordnance con'sistedoC 500" 
pound bombs, napalm, cluiter bomb units (CBU). ZOmm £lu,' anc\ , " 
smoke. Prior to the insertion time,oC 13Z1 hours, the r'egularFAC',· ,," """,,,''';:' 
working the LZ area returned to OuangTri with mechanic:alpl'oblemll~,': 
At 1321 hours a replacement FAC arrived 'gnatation and stated tliat'.' , 
aet of air with smoke was on station. The Cav marked the areaeast""';' 
of the LZ for amoke with WP, and the area was identiCied andmarKea.>(!~~}\l 
correctly by the FAC. The FAC was instructed to employ the amoke",: 
along a north-south line. However" the rirst amoke.wasemploYed a'101Ii''!!, 
an east-west line. The second smoke was directly on the :,LZ. ',. 

, misplaced smoke hindered and added confuSion to tlreinsertion •• ,' 
provided three sections for a CAP of the area. Throughout the ina".I<I'~u'",.~, 
the fires of A RA were not called for e'Ven though there were active" 
enemy antiaircraft positionl. Of lignificant intereet hi theCact that, 
the distance from the nearest rearm/refuel point necelsitated the " 
use of three sections (seven aircraft) to provide continuous ARA 
coverage. Unlike previous combat auaulta, the ARA aircraft were 
not uaed by the Cav teams on station to engage targets they had 
det'ected by low altitude YR. ' 

r 

7. PICKUP ZONE TO LANDING ZONE , 
•• 

The flight departed the PZ .. at.1300 hours, The rtightroute , 
waa from the PZ to HOTEL to DELTA 1. then north to the,river, " 
along the river to the RP which was a bend in the rlve,r at grid XD, 
The flight initiated a de.cent at the RP on a 2010 degree headl'lfI:­
descent continued on this heading until. at' approximately 50 feet :,'" 
above the ground. a left pedal turn was made into th~ LZ, ' , 
in a landing to the east. The aircrart deplt1'ted the LZ-On a 
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-- alfitudea wer'~-600irre~t " from ihll. ';;"::'-,t" 
LZ to Khe Sauh. Al1air~rart ' ,to each",,·, co, 

pickup •• ~ the PZ; Enroute armed eaccirl' ' . AH-IG and ,< 

UH-IC gunships which were_ flying to and {rom_ .. , '_ reCuel,at Kheo, . _:' 
Sallh. combat baae. While enroute the first lift, rec~lvedb0t.h,U. 7~ _. :_';" 
a:a.~;Small arms fire (rom an area west o{ A LUOI. Four aircraft were _};:-

_ -Ioreed down on or around ALUOI as a result oC this fire. UH-IC, "--':"',ti: 
';;iiahlps engaged this area but were not able to neutralize these eJ1:eIlIlY'., 
positions. The first 11£t also received 12.7mm Cire from the low_, ,:);,;t;;,,~: 
ground along the river, vicinity :lCD.3842"Thls area,,WaB silen~d, : 
UH-IC- cuUhips. In spite oC heavy' engagement by gunships all .~~-:»'1'-";;:-:;;z;'j 

lbaequent lifU rectlived fire Crom the area west of A,LUOI. ' ' 

8. ASSAU LT 
- - - t 

The auauli of the 5th Bn, 2d Regt, let .ARVNIn( Div on ,L2~,SO~)fD:A,* 
began at 1321 hours when the first lift aircraft touched down oii. ' 
The Hut lift aircraft that departed the LZ received nre Crom the 
escarpment northeast oC the LZ. Other aircraft of the First lift:>":",:.,, ..... ,. 
later received amall arm. fire from huts to the northwest while~-:; 
approacMng the LZ. Escort Cobra gunships engaged the targets-' 
the ellcarpmont while A Troop, 2.d Sqdn, 17th Cay Cobra. lle:nc"--e :~.~lll=_,',; 
r1re from the hutl. The second liCt encountered enemy small a ' 
fire In the LZ Crom ,a trench line to the west. Cav.'Cobra gun.".~p. 
were used to engage and silence the area. The continued small ap'nta" 

fire ·from the escarpment could not be suppressed due to the clo.e:~-, 
proximity of friendly troops, who 'were moving toward 'these enemy'. " 
po.itionl. The third and fourth lift' received no enemy Hre n,ar.',:::··' 
the LZ. The enemy positions on the escarpment which were engaging' ' 
the l1£t aircraft departing the LZ had been neutralized by friendly.: 
ground (orcea. Cloae fire support during the a .. ault constated ,if. 
two teams oC elcort Cobra, gunahips, two teams of UH-IC gunshipa, . 
ARA team and one Cay team. Two escort C;obra teams provided cove.r 
age for the lift aircraft approaching and departing the LZ. The ARlo. 
team provided a CAP over the LZ, The Cav team engaged tar'gets Cir 
to the we-at and then to the 1I0uth o~ the :LZ. The UH-IC gunahips , . 
north of the eaearpm ent along the river on the vaUey £loor. Only- one 
the eight air-cra(t hit near the LZ was shot down. Tlii.tl UH-,lH_reclllhre,tll.' -.- -numeroua hita OD the approach to the LZ but did not go down unt~l-.an;eJ.:'. 

r.,,~~part~d the ,LZ area while the air,craft was in the proeeB8:'of"~ 
--. - .. -. 

.. ""!''''. 
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•. att~tfJs~tor~tul"D to the third and t~~rth 1ift~' .. 
UH-IH aircraft were uud to' ..... .. injUred grollnd peraonne1. The loadlng of wounded required' more time and thil' c:&uled the nightl to 
ewing to the welt for Ipacing.Thil took the. night over additional' ." enemy poIUlons north or the elcarPmeDI: and the river;'" Thil area ... ::: .... aa engaged by UH-IC gunlhips.· To avoid thil enemy fire the night ':: Itopped .Iwinglng to the Welt, kept itl reduced Ipacing and landed two': .. and three aircraft In the LZ at one time. The allault of the 5th' Bn, 2d 
Regt wal completed at 1517 hou.rl.' Th.e inlertion of the 4t.h B~ 2d;.~'.''''.'·. Rest, lit ARVN Jnf Div imm.-diately followed. At 1535 hOUri the·'.i~,;· . medium/heavy'lirt aircraft created both spacing and timing problema::. . . • 

. .'" 'i'_:!t~ in the LZ.The 1nIei'tion of the 4th Bn, 2d Regt w .. completed at . '::.;~: . 1646 hours. The medium/heavy lift movement w .. terminated at .. ':r:' 1830 honrl as a relu1t of poor weather. :1 
C. (C) SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS • 

1. AIRCRAFT DAMAGE 

Ninety-one aircran: participated In the assault on LZ 
SOPHIA. Sixteen aircraft were. hit, 12 UH-IH and four Uff-IC, 
aircraft were hit by small arms fire, five were hit by weapon I lZ~. or larger and two aircraft were hIt by an unknowfi type of fire. Six ... of the 16 aircraft hit were clallified as combat 1081198. Five oC the: other ten aircraft hit returned to Khe Sanh alld were determined to' .: be in a non-flyable condition. Eight aircraft received damage on take off, landing and in the LZ. Two UH-IH's were dam3.ged while 
a recovery mission and the remaining UH-IH was damaged while enroute from the LZ. The 91 aircraft (63 UH-IH's, eight UH'-IC'I,. and 20 AH-IG's) new a total of 303 hours and a total of 979 sortiel. 

Z. CASUALTIES r 

Of the 16 aircraft hit only three oC the creWs sustained 
injuriel. One UH-IH aircraft wils hit. while approaching the LZ. 
aircraft commander reported that t.he aircraft wall hit and he wal 
attemptiD.g to return to Khe Sanh, Shortly after thia. transmi8llion 
a FAC reported leeing a helicopter going down in flames. ''I'lie air­
cran and crew that reported returning to Khe Sanh never arrived. . 
Neither the aircraft nor the crew have been located. The lour creW' . 
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membeu have been cla •• ln:~d ' .• Thealrcraft .. ' . 
. commander and pl~t oC another UH- by 'mall arm. fire. ": 
The aircraft commander received nllnor faciat' Cut.' and a Coot wound. ." 
The pilot au.tameda minor wocd iJlthe left ank1e~ The'ifrcraft ." .'",-

. commander wa. evacuated to CONUS: the pilot wa. hoapita~"ed~'~''''''''~.':' 
lD VietJULm. A door gunner onanotherUH-lH was hit in the,1eft'l8g' ... ,.,:," 
by amall arms fire. He wa. treated.bia ho.pital in VletDam. .•.. ¥;, .• ~,-~,;\:.i'. 

3. DOWNED AIRCRAFT RECOVERY·' .' .....• 

Se~'en aircraft were .hot down during the as.ault,' six of' 
which were de.troyed. The remaining aircraft was r~cDve red on'." 
6 March. 
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GEN BERRY:,' ,,' c. . -... . • •• ",,;;....". 

At Gen Lam's evening and morning bri'~Iing S on S March, theda~ ~ti 
the combat assault on SOPHIA, he emphasized the nec",ssityof combat'· ~(i 
auaults against the HAlDONG, HAIPHONG, HOPE area in the vicinity or:~ 
Tchepone on 6 March. He emphasized once again that, for the .assaul~ .' ,~ 

on the Tchepone area on 6 March, it would be a political as well as·~ ,.} 
a military objective. He hoped to put four battalions into the . "", 
Tchepone area. He had to put in at least one company, and would do. Wllal:;' 
ever was neceuary to put that one company into the Tchepone area. He 
said we must be in the Tchepone area by 6 March. There was no au' :., ... -

=tive. At Gen LaIn's regular morning briefing on ~ 11arch and at. 
he focused on the SOPHIA assault lor the next morning. He directed thl~t\~1;; 
there be a FAC for the Cav. He would be carrying out reconnaiss8n " 
both in the SOPHIA area and the Tchepone area.. Jioth at the 1740 .. '\" 
hours, 4 March briefing and the S March morning briefing, there wail. .' 
discuSllion on SOPHIA. The emphas'is was !hat SOPHIA must be c'", p"Llr'!,II 
in order to move on and take Tchepone. SOPHIA wouid be a Cireballe ' 
which there would be six 105's, euential to the assault of Tchepone , 
6 March. The mission of the two battalions that would go into SOPHIA" " 
was to secure the high ground along the escarpment and build lire .. 
for operations in the Tchepone area. The two battalions would move 
and northwest along the o;scarpment to conduct search operations. 
also were to secure a river crossing northwest of the SOPHIA area 
for the two battalions, which would give them a secure river crossing 
to fall back on. 

. ... 
LTC KIRKLlGHTER CO, 22.3d COMBAT ASSAULT BATTALION: 

On the morning 01'4 March, at the 1st AR VN In! Div briefing, 
Chung, the Zd Regiment commander, pulled me aside and said that on. 
Sth he would be going into SOPHIA, ultimately to go into Tchepone __ " ... ;,.. 
following day. 'He said the combat assa'tIit into-Tchepone would be ,,",ei! 

, . 
OS t '51!'"'gNJ' Q.1t! 
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top priority, (azui 011 the 6th he' . .' . 

a platoon, a company, or Whatever else.'lle . .. l At ()8,0 once 

we had ourselves oriented in the area in which.\v~wtllh toputair-, 

strikes on, I was notUied by the FAC they had already put:.!our'to five .~'.D.'",' 

ol air on SOPHIA. We disculllled various area. with the Cav SCJ.Uadron 

and came to the common agreement on what targets and area. IIhould .' 
. .. - - .~. 

be struck. Alist of these areas wall made and the preparation wa(~ .. 

initiated at 0830. The air was stopped (leaving the area high and dr'y) .... 

and the Ca!/', went·in. On twO,dil!erent occasions they went in and drew'. 

12. 7!DDl fire. We pulled them back out and started the prepar~tion: ;":' ... 

again, hitting specific targets ,~.f~v troops had located, and ': c ... 

concentrating heavily on gun emplacements. This went on at least ".: 

another hour. At this time the Cay went in ag&!nand made anothe,!> : 

detailed examination oI the area. I was told by the Cav lead that .: . 

particular day that the LZ would be adequate. and that there were small. 

stumps in the LZ. This recon was complete. Tlui..: will take up through 

the preparation phase. 

COL DAVIS: 

I would again like to point out the extensive utieoI the Call' troop. 

It has been essential to have a Cav troop in direct support .of the .. ·· '.:.: 

COmAat a .. ault. Thil really represents a much m,?i=e extensive use 

during a combat as sault. The LZ time was more of a planning 'factor 

than a fiXed pi:rint. This was demonstrated by the Cav recon, and the 

additional airstrikes. It was accomplished only after the determination '. 

that a aatiBIactory prep had been made. I believe it was understood 

the night before that with the oad weather we had been having the 

0900 LZ time would not be made. The major importance of the 0900 

LZ time was that the sUcks would be ready at that time •. 

r 
OEN BERRY: 

On the previous day, 4 March, as I talked with XXIV Corps 

representatives about the LZ time of· 0900, I said that I would think 

1100 hours would be a more Ukely time. I told the XXIV Corps 0-3 

that we had to go with the Vietnamese planning time-,,·.but considering 

the likelihood of bad wFather and the need to recon the area·;dI.a put 

in additional fire power, that an 1100 hours LZ time would be more 

likely. After looking over my note II I took in the helicopter over the . . . 

• 
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LZ, I now recall 
weather. I was over the LZ and was 'bOth4~r;~d 

wal there. I recall now that there wal a: ~iool~ceilingin South . 

Vietnam and unlimited ceUing in Laol with'brolCei(Croud cover 2400- .. 

3000 feet over the LZ. I rflcall now that the Cav had tried to get out 'right .' 

a'Iter I wallucky enough to get out.,' _., 
"',:;. 
, , 

,-. ' 

LTC KIRK LIGHTER: : ,:.'>";--' i·, ,~.:....~-;;...-

The lint set of flights went 'in at' 0933. They could not get 

through untU that time. ' 

MAJ KLOSE: 

The ridge line was covered by rather tall trees. These trees were·, 

on both aides of the pencU- thin ridge line. 1 estimated the ridge 

line t,) be no more than 30-40 meters across.' • 

LTC KIRKLIGHTER: 

In 1966-67 in the m Corps area, we didn't have the benefit 

of a Cav troop for recon, tha~ being normally done by the AMC •. 

Making low pa8lles at the LZ was the mission of the gunships. 1 think: 

for the Iirlt time we lee airmobUity worldng aa a ~iiam. It's impres', 

Biv~ that we have massive TAC air when we are going up againat this 

type of environment. We have to have prioritiea, realizing that son'Il,'etllini 

you are going to have to go with fewer sets of TAC air if there is a n' ,~K.n-,.) 

er priority mission. An early recon of the LZ and then several 

recons in the LZ prior to the troops arriving is just essential. Other­

wise you have the question in your mind, "Ie the LZ adequately 

prepared to receive assault troops?" 1 don't think 1 have been 

disappt?inted one time witp. the Cay troop's recon. The CAP cover web&yjf 

been getting from ARA is another vital aspect of that teamwork. I',:·· 

would say again that the only disappointment 1 have had here ia 

artillery. We just don't seem to get the artillery fire. It uaed tobe 

that the artillery would ,hit the LZ"and then be shifted to one flank or 

another. to provide some cover and to prevent the, enemy from exiting" 

the area. Air, ARA and Dustoff have been just absolutely " 

Once again we are goil;lg to discu811 the organization Cor corrilS8.f 'and, 

fornllations required of the ground forces. This has never been a ", 

sideration that ~as aIIected our ,flight formations ,and landing fOl~mL&~L~ 

other than the requirement tl!! retain a ba.ttalion integr-l:ty. 
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COL DAVIS: 
' ... 

. On SOPHIA itseU how many ships coUld ~OIlLcn .down ... ~tone time.? , . 

. :·"~·;.".~.>~\~~-,:~>,r·:~~-~~'· ',. "';'"', ..' .. -,," '," LTC KIRK LIGHTER: ~.~" ", .. 

. ._ '. -. .' ... 5: <~~:-:O:', ._ 

One, but you .might s~e two ships at a time. T.':'V0 ships get. o.il.<~~ E?·,./;i;,' 
ground when .there is a mIX-up and one or the ships, gets too· c1oBe..,.;.·:~~~;.:\·. 

The spacing is bad, but you can get two ships in.·Iwas alwaysarr~~ oJ,;:~'~; 

blade strike •• There were stumps in the LZ eighteen inches to two:;,,' ..... ·.:·~ 

reet high, alao the tall trees. ." ..-.. , .... .. .. ·.",·::t~ 
.'. _. -...... " .• ~ 

GEN BERRY: -;3~ 
. '.

' ~ 

You know, a su~rising thing to me is 'that back in 1967-68ai1y-,".-:";,,,~ 
, - " '"-.,.",,,",!!-

thing smaller than a five-ship LZ was considered peanuts. K~other:·, .. ::"i!'i 

amazing thing to me is the large number of troops we &r.e putting in . '; .;;, 

these olle-c:hip LZ's. I don't believe it was envisioned by ·the early .. :: 

creators or airmobility. 1 think it is something that has developed . 

through necessity. It is an extension of the capability of airmobi.!i.ty. 

t.!AJ KLOSE: 
'. '. :.;. 

This ·~.bo explains why we are DQt taking mar'e bits enroute.·It. .'. 

we bad a staggered traU left or right it would help. I.think we are.'. 

going to do this more often. 1 consider this being a mid-intensity ... 

air-deIenaesystem. Large Iormations fiying overhead force the en,ez:ny 

to fire all of his antiaircraft weapolls. 1 have two points to make on' 

the forma.l:ions. One, iil a mid-intensity environment, we have good" 

information on how many aircraft were hit, but we have no idea hoW. 

rounds were actually fired at our aircraft. If we increased the density. 

o! our aircra.ft the number of hits would increase. If we increase the . 

number o! ships in a given area or air space we .would also increase 

numDer.of hits. There is alot tabe said -for formation fiying in 

other than thia'type o! environment .. Behaviorally, a man fiying in .':, . 

formation is coilcentrating on his place in the formation and hie 

relation to the other aircraft. lie is interested in IDaintainil!s.hh p~ac.tl 

and in nothillg else. In the single traU-type formation the importance •. 

of the aircraft commander increases, for he is responsible for eyery'; 

thing hh aircraIt does or faUs to do. lie mu.t make many decisions· 

in tlu:~~le-ship}hing. The 30 8econd';-:~parat'ion has 60 £1ig~t' 
".- .. ;. ,. 
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ve,/."sui:.s~ In thelle 60 leada, &zi'rOJlLe 
power to .i:ipset the whole operation •. 

LTC KIRK LIGHTER: :'" 
. , 

. . 
.<" _. 

'" ". ~".", .. ' 

". 0" 

When we were working down around HOTEL Z we werePZ-ing out of 
KILO and we had four aircraft join in on the trail of another Right:" ,,' ':::,: 
They went to the RANGER LZ where we had to police them up •. They say th 
the lead aircraft knew wh~rehill LZ was. but he just caught on to the' ".;~;~~ 
back of another .night. I think.that in many respects the single- .' ,'.",!.:<; 
ship is tougher. Briefing is absolutely neceBSary. There was a drastl;!" . 
change in the case of .D.ight routes. We :flew from DELTA lover BROWN;", 
and LOLO to LIZ then to SOPHIA. We kept out of the r'iver west of LOLO~:~ 
There was a tremendous amount of antiaircraft. Another idea ill, 
that llyingover the lire bases provides certain safe havens for the 
aircraft in case they experience some mechanical failure enl'Oute.'. 

MAJ KLOSE: 

o. 

At 1400 hours there v:.ore two ARC LIGHTS to go in northeast of 
LOLO~ and this is another reason we tried to stay close to the Mgh .' 

G;.;N BERRY: , , .. 

As I review thia from aome melfsages r.eceived from the CO and' . 
ZZ3d CAB,' they were telling people to get out of the valley and ' 
get up ,In the high ground. Whenever people got in the valley they 
were shot up, and I think we lost some people because they new in' the .. 
valley~' , 

MAJ KLOSE: , 
None of my Uft went into the valley" and everyone was told to atay. 

on the high ground. My XO experienced engine failure ,·.nd had to sit . 
down in ALUOI. That was becau.lfe he was coming' out of DELTA I, 
and trying to get to BROWN. That was the closest place he could get 
Itls a natural tendency for everyone to try to follow'rivers, roads and 
valleys becaule these !'ore eallY navigations. Flight diaciplili'efs 
very necelsary lor 'sale ',.flight. One problem we ran into in this type· 
of environment is that mem.bers of the same organization tend to 
follow one another. This is a survival inatinct.· The peOple 

'. 
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were briefed and be;" what they were ~ut at the.,time 
it happened one react. inBtiJlctively and hiB etrlotloxl8.take over •. 

GEN'BERRY: :. :;:'~:' ." ·····:"'~"'~~i'~i~i~i.;~~.,;~~~J 
.~' -",(II ' 

Tluit is in the organization and the brie1ing.Everyone· know.~t ~,~d~". 
a c::hase ship will take care of downed pUots and that everybody inuat> •. 
8tayonthe mi8sion regardleuofwhat happen8. ;' . 

... ..,.:. '. . '.~.~.'-<.~ ;".:",)",.1"" 

LTC KIRK LIGHTER: 

There is nothing in the doctrine about cha8e: function. 

GEN BERRY: 

As we seek to eliminate 10Blle8, we find it more and more' 
necessary to make provisions [or downed aircraft. We pulled thi. . 
chase ship idea out of our pocketil. Do advantages of changing air"',:' 
call signs for security reasons outweigh the disadvantages of the 
added confUsion? • . ,"'.,., 

.,'';', . 

MAJ KLOSE: 
,. 

Right now everyone knows the call signs' as people.' and it would be .... 
a little cll!\cuU to change. For example, as long as the FAC is in 
the AO he knows who DRAGON ZO is and who DRAGON 09 is, also 
OXHORN ZO, 

GEN BERRY: 
, 

It would take two or three days for U8 to get used to the new call· 
signs. The same confusion would exist for the people on the ground, . 
because the pre.ent call signs are what the people on the ground know; 
the people in the air by. I reco~end 'lI. delay in the 501 change .. 

COL DAVIS: "._', .. 

Plea.e discuss LZ' reconnaiBBanc'e and preparation • 

-.. 
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CPT CURRY,2{17 CAY: 

. . . .:. - ,". . . "', . -",. .: - . . 

We arrived at the LZ the same time as the·AMC;:We.1irst did a high 
xecOll. We worked outside 'to inside. After working the LZWe turned': .: 
to working the night route. After we had worked the LZ and surro1,lnding 

- '~'. ',' ",'. 

area, to include the night routes in and out, we took a final look a~.· .. ",~,.,. 
everything beIore the Iirst liIt came in: .. ' .. ~ .. 
GEN BERRY: . ·····:~:·~i 

What is the principal weapon us~d against antiaircraft fire? , .. .. :'!'t 

CPT CURRY: 

Well, the cannon I guess, but really airstrikes are the best 
thing to put on antiaircraft positions. 

GEN BERRY: 

I ·think that airstrikes are the best thing to use on ant''lircraft 0---,"" 
or bunkers. Let the low level recon find the enemy and then call in . 
airstrikes to Idll the ene~y. 

,. .' 

LT LEIGHTON ALO, USAF: 
. . 

From 0805.;1330 we had a total of ,3 sets of air. The first two 
sets ?[ air were Daisy Cutters. From then on they were Daisy Cutter 
CBU. snake and napalm. At the planned LZ time, of 1000, we had.thr· .... 
sets of 500-pound bombs (snake), napalm and 'Omm. At 1315, LZ .... 'c. 
we had a set ol.snake and nApallm on station, and we had another set 

. t. . 

,-':;f 
;~. 

of CBU. From that time on, when we started to go in, the targets aro'uncl 
the LZ were hit and helicopters reconned up to the HOPE area. Alter' 
this there were three sets: 1515-1536 snake and napalm; 1700-17,5 lin .. "."! 
and napa!m; 1805-19,7 snake, napalm and CBU. . . 

GEN BERRY: 
. -.-'. 

According to my figures the touchdown time was 13,1 hours. 
almost at the same time, HAMMER 40 checked in and said he had sllrloll<,; 
He had jullt arrived in the area and he asked for a brief target plan •. 
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The point is there was 'no smoke At 13Z6 they 
were in ,the midst of telling where the. . . wi. 'to go. There were 
three WP markers eet down indicating the lineol the srpoke and it 
wal generally to the east of the target. The AMC reported the smoke 
~hould go in on the target on a north .to south line. ~ " .' 

.-: . 
"'-;" 

The·lollowing was taken from the notes of a memher of the Airmobile 
Stu:.!y Omup: . . 

-'. ,: .. 

LT LEIGHTON: 

The regular FAC for the area was diverted back to Quang Tri . 
because of mechanical failure. That FAC that took over did not have • 
the charts for his area. FAC's work certain areas all the time, so 
they are the only ones with all the inLormation. 

GEN BERRY: 

How can 'A(e keep a F ·.C in the AO at all times? .,~: . 
.>_.:;.'. 

" 
LT LEIGHTON: 

There are six FAC's for each mission with six more as backup •. 
II one FAC has mechanical trouble 30 minutes out of Quang Tri and 
only a ten minute overlap is planned there will be a tirOle over the AO 
when there is no FAC. 

LTC KIRK LIGHTER: 

The Cav marked the spot lor smoke. with WP. This spot was iC1~'nl:ifi' 
by the FAC, and he marked it. The smoke went east to west on the 
south side of the LZ when it shoulo:i hav:e gone north to south. The 
second smoke was right on the LZ. The Cay reported numerous lZ. 7 
rom pits in the tree line. At both HOPE and LIZ the .ARVN wanted 
high ground, but high ground gets hits from 360 degrees. . ._'0 

: 

GEN BE:RRY: 

On 3,4,5, and 6 March the high grou~d was' the ~~st dang.erous; 

.:- . 
, 
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011 down the slopes was a ... ·'ood LZ because it was' 
selecte4 at random so the enemy could not .. 'LIZ was good 
because it was downln a bowl, and the could not adjust. 

, ~., 

MAl KLOSE: ," :.~ 

,. , '.""\': .., ..... 
U the lead dick fires one hundred rounds it is a good day.".;::,,,,. '. ' 

ThereiB too much restriction 'on the door gunners. What we need are -.-' ,"' .... };!, 

definable limit. so gunners ~an fire enro\1te and at the LZ. 
Yo,': .'~ 

COL DAVIS: 

The gunners can fire up to three hundred niet~rs of the LZ, 
must stop •. The ARVN set limits lor firing., The (riendlies Jno.ve out .. ·" 
fast, and give no positions, so gunners cannot salely fire. 

• 
LTC KIRK LIGHTER: 

Alter an LZ has b~en prepared with air and ARA, an M-60 is not. 
much good. I don't like secured LZ's. I'd rather go into an unoccupied' 
LZ. When the ARVN secure an LZ-we get lire from the LZ. The .. ,: .. :,., . '. .~ . 
23mm, 37mm and 12. 7mm antiaircraIt weapons 'can all reach out ", .. 
further than the ARVN can secure. The NVA follow any force of AR···~··"m 
moving so Utey can fire at the aircraft_ 

.' . 
;; 

MAJ KLOSE: 

We ha· ... a very pragmatic approach. Anything that we do that is 
unpredictable is good, for it throws the NVA off. Deception is 
important; any variation makes for a safer LZ. 

GEN BERRY: 
". 

On the evening 01 the 5th we tried to' get Gen Lam to go for a low 
ground LZ, but he insisted on goi,ng to the highest possible ground •. 
The actual LZ was not, however,' on the highest ground. Actually the 
AMC pick·s the LZ when he works the area. The A.MC can pick the 
spot. One thin·S we could do is brief the ARVN division comniilnder 
our findings. This might build his confidence and understanding. 
possibly the Ground Commanders would accept our recomlmemclatiO:Il.s~ .. 

• 
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The Cav c 8 a ';~:n:~~;j~3~~~~~~;~~~',.~· with the, AMC and the pround ~ 
, ' 

LTC KIRK!"IGHTER: 

. The ~av commander does get with ib:e ",,,(1" 
at the extensive radio brie!ingin the morning. conlrrl~I!~!~~:k1 
does not meet with the AMC and the Ground Commander • 

. , 
GEN BERRY: 

.- .. -/ 

How much flexibility does the regimental.commander have'l 
. "-:-. . :' .~ .. -

LTC KIRKLIGHTER: 

He is very flexible. • 

" "",:,,.,,~ 
.-" .' 

,.,. 
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A. (C) GENERAL 
" .. 

, . 
1. CONCEPT. ..... ' .. 

, ., .'-'\." 

LZ HOPE was to be the final objective in the 'western drive ~j;oA~ 
Laos. TOe assault of HOPE in the Tchepone'area was the result of 
progre .. ion of moves along the escarpment from LOLO to LIZ to SCIP1~";.~~ 
lA; then aero .. the Xe Pon River and the .Rnal objective, LZ HOPE. 

2. MISSION, 

The plan called for two battalions to air a .. aultinto·HOPE with . 
one b;lttalion in-reserve should it be needed to lend support to the thrust •. 
Wide reconnaissance by the ai-r cavalry squadron and dispersion du:rill'sr 
Wlltrikel were planned to dccE'ive the enemy as to the a dual location ~. 
01 the LZ. It was decided that there would be no other air move att;ellapt~~ 
ed in the LAMSON 719 area of operations during the HOPE air allsllul,t.';;l 
Thi. would release all assets to support this last vital objective ~.hoU:ld~, 
they be required. It was planned to use 120 UH-lH aircraft to move trtlm'. 
to LZ HOPE •. The aircraft were first to move one battalion, and then, 
the other without a break in the insertion. 

3. ',VEATHER 

The weather on 6 March was the best encountered during 'the . 
entire thrust along the escarpment. Relatively little ground fog that, 
merning enabled the cava'lry to conduct early morning reeonnaiaaanc:e 
of the area by 0830 hours. Clear skies, and excellent visibility existed' 
most of the day. The weather did not dictate any tactical .consideral~o,na, 
The ope-ration got off to an early start-and was completed in exce1lent 
time during Lavorable weather conditions. 

B. (C) EXECUTION 

1. ' 
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The en'!my Sre in the LZ HOPE atea (XD 3347) Wall character-, 
,ped by 12. 7mm machine gun I1rewlth Imallarms.'Z3mm and37mm,: 

. antiaircraft fire was allio reported. ' ,Report& indicated .that ,thf!re were,":: 
'eleme~ of the 16th Antiaircr~ Battalion, Binh Tram U,the69th 
Engb:leer Bat~on (4 guns), and the 94th Engineer Battalion (platoon,:,'" 
ofIZ.7mm) in the Tchepone area near LZ HOPE. A great number, ':',>' 
of 8Zmm mortars were also reported in the area. The 12. 7mm machine 
ge. were strategically placed to cover suspeded landing zone •• ~.Aii~ 
aircraft coverage of airways was provided by larger caliber weapon.'"i~ 

, Lin the surrounding area., There had been previous indicationl or radarS 
equipped antiaircraft politio" in the Tchepone area~.:;:' 

Z. COMMAND AND CONTROL ,,~ 
.. ,_,.' "_'. "" ... ~'l 

, '. .'. ." ~;3 
The chain of command for the ground troops which asaaulted LZi 

HOPE wall !rom I Corps to the 1st ARVN InIantry Division to the Zd ":~, 

Regiment. The 3d Battalion, 2d Regiment, 1st ARVN Wantry ""'n.~glll 
was inserted first, followed by tbe 2d Bn, 2d Regt, lst ARVN In! 
The comm=.ding officer of the ad Regt was the Ground Commander 
c=bat all8a.ult of theae battalions. Because of diiltance and ' 
e.::ny concentratlolUl in the area, the illJlertion o1"'these t!ftI batt;~.~JliI: 
'quirect ,the Ule of over 120 UH-IH aircraft to assault both battalions 
irlri,ultaneoally. TheBe aircraft _ere broken down into two D.ighb",: 
of 60 UH-lH aircraft. The AMC for both flights was the CO, 2Z3d 
CAB. The'AMC"coordinated reconnaissance and airstrikes in~e 
area, The CO, l58th Avn Bn waa to control the insertion 'of theaec-, 
ond flight. Each of the above aviation battalions had an alternate 
CkC aircraft to replace the primary C&C when neceasary. 

The Oroed Com:m'ander (CO, 2d Regt. 1st ARVN In! Div) wal 
the AMC's aircraft directing the assault. Members of the re,gil:ne~ntal~i 
staff were present in'the other three ·C&C aircraft. There were .& ... n,' 

CkC 1Iircraft, anyone of which could have aSllumed complete cOlrltr'ol 
of the operation at any time. Each aviation company sized element' 
was further eder the control of the company c()mm..iLnder who led 
the Iligbt.---

" 

The aircraft at the PZ were under the control of a CkC &1. .... ;;;" .. , ... 
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wldcb orbited ~. PZ. ciat the PZwu ...... c, 

whell. two compaBiu ot aircraft cU.dnot .•.. the PZ in time for the' 
plaDned lequence'in the fint lift ot 60 .0rties;~'These aircraft headed 
lor 0wuIi Tri when Khe Sanh received a rocket·attack.·;·;They were', 
placed at: the end of the aecond 60 sortie llighfwhen they finally .arrived '. 
at the PZ. 

. - '.' . _ ",-:, , ... ~_~\i~-t~~_~:-_. 
The recovery ot·downed aircraft crews was controlled by theCO.''''' 

101.t Ayn Bn trom his CkC aircraft. Four recovery aircraIt weril;)~~~.w'! 
a .. lgned lectors of the llight route; and .one standby recovery atrc:ra!.if .... '. 
stati_ed at Khe Sanh.As aircraft were forced down. the closest of';<0~ 
the four recovery aircraft would proceed to the location for the pickup.·.~ 
The CltC and the recovery aircraft were to monitor thellights'pri-'l 
=y frequencies for notification 01 the downed aircraft. . - .):, 

The ADC (0). lOlst Abn Div (Ambl) was the' senior commander in' 
the air over the LZ observing the assault. As senior comm· .• nder.he. 
could make a "go" "no go" decision. Having such a commander &vau,~.j. 
able during the a .. ault relieves the AMC and the cavalry conuna.nder.:<;Ji 
of the burden of ma' i.Dg that decision. This allowed each of them to 
concentrate on hiB particular responsibilities. This third per.on':lt~'e:'~ 
senior commander) was also in a better position to make an ob.je(:·t ;ty,le,;>' 
decision sinCe he was relatively detached from Cly onc phase or 
operation and could evaluate the situation from an aspect.. 

3. RECONNAISSANCE 

A and C Troops, Zd Sqttadron. 17th Cavalry received the xn"."A" 
of villual reconnaiIJsaDce and selection or an LZ in direct t!lJpport of 
airmobile aSllault of LZ HOPE. Each troop's reconnaissance teams. 
cOD.luted or two AH-1G attack 'helicopters and one UH-IH. . 
and control helicopter lor coardinating the reconnaissance effort. 
troop commanders 'elected once again. not to use the OH-6A light ob-' 
.ervation helicopter because of the high density oI antiaircraft acthrit'r.. 
knoWJr to be in the '.area. The,troop.commanders relieved their r .. ,,,o,"" 
nais.ance team. on .tation to provide continuous t!lupport. A Troop 
reeommended to the Air MilSion Commander thaf'the insertion go . 
the vicinity or XD 3~37. The LZ was large enough to contalxi three . 
and was cleared enough for the aircraft to touch down. Enemy aCltivit:v 
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appeared to be threed~y. old .•• .... " ....• ,.no~ received enemynre 
during their. visual reconnaissance; however,' CTroop had received 
lZ. 7mm !ire on the higb ground to the north., .(.Troop's~!isual recon-' 
naiulI.nce revealed a large supply depot and motor pool to theeast,in , 
the vicinity of Xl> 3546. A Troop re,commended an approach ,route Jrom 
the east down the escarpment to LZ SOPHIA then north int,o the LZ, with 
departure back out the same way. A smoke screen was recommended 
to the west in the vicinity of XD 3447. The Air Mission Commander 
curred with A Troop's recommendation. A Troop directed air.trike.',-,·",,~ 
preparing the LZ and routes. The smoke screen coordinates were ' ' 
with smoke and passed to the FAC on station. A Troop directed the 
to shift the airstrikes back on the high ground to the no):'th of theLZ. 
C Troop directed the airstrikes then screened to the north and west: 
Troop received control of three sections of ARA to coordinate and 'Drov'id'I!I\~ 
adequate security during the insertion. Three sections of ARA were 
placed in a CAP over the LZ. A Troop provided security to the south .,' 
below the UH-IH aircraIt on the approach route. An aircraft in the !irst", 
liIt received !ire on the approach route just north of the escarpment. 
A Troop located the target and suppressed the fire. Two sections of 
ARA were employed and no [,re was rCLeived during the rest of the' 
insertion. . . ~.' . ~.~, . 

"'.', .... ::. 

4. STAGING 
, ,. 

The aircraft assigned to conduct the a~"ault on LZ HOPE ~ri,' 
6 March 1971 were staged at three different locations. Of the 175 air"':' 
craft involved (not including the Cav and ARA) all but ZO were IItaged 
at two locations at the Khe Sanh combat base: the Lagger Pad and the 
airstrip. The remaining 20 aircraft were staged at PZ OSCAR (Xl> 
856387). 

, 
The :,ircraft reported to the assigned staging area in company 

at staggered intervals between 0800 and 0915 hours, 6 March 1971. 
though assembling this many aircraft invites enemy bombardment,' it' 
was felt that the importance of a ,compl"ete briefing outweighed the risk. " 
The scheduled start time of 1130 hours was advanced fifteen minutes 
when Khe Sanh started receiving indirect enemy fire' at 1115 hours. 
aircraft departed the F;he Sanh area in an ord"rly manner wiffi~ut ,: 
sustaining damage from incoming rounds. lndividual flights m;alllu~ll1,e,ClI.~ 
unit integrity as some proceeded, directly to the PZ and others re­
fueled at Vandergrift or orbited in the Kri.;:Sanha.rea until directed to " ' 
the PZ by the PZ CErC element. . 
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'The PZ used for the as ..auit on''i.ZHOPE\Vu'OSCAR pad (XD 
856387). The aircraft of the first flight arrived atthe'PZ at.1130 
hours. A C&C aircraft from the 223d CAB wa.s u~ed to coittrolthe 

.. < ..... 

PZ. The first 20 aircraft were loaded from"th~ir parked positions.,:~· . ';::";~f 
Subsequent pickups were accomplished by simultaneously loading two'" 
aircra.ft in thePZ. ' . ' ". ',,";''''', 

The first 40 sorties.:w,ere picked up without incident." 
sortie. of the first l1ig4t .were not in position to make the pickup hi ". . 
proper sequence. The second flight of 60 aircraft were immediately'" 
cycled through the PZ. The last 20 aircraft from the first flight were .",' .... 
then brought into the PZ. The pickup wa.s completed at 1230 hours. '.,;' ,.' 

Control of the loading of troops in the PZ was supervised by nnrn' ,.. 

ARVN and US Pathfinder.. The advisor sta£! of. the 2d Regt acted as 
liaison between the US Pathfinders, the ARVN Pathfinders, and the 
battalion •• 

6. FIRE SUPPORT • 
, The planned preparation of LZ HOPE consi.sted entirely of '9"'~.'" 

Commando Vaults, ARC LlGHTS, and tactical airstrike.. ARVN, 
artillery conslsting of eight 105mm howitzers located at LZ SOPHIA; 
not pla.nned for the preparation, although they were within range. LZ,' 
HOPE was not within range of l75mm artillery from the 108th ArtiU4,rlr:?J 
Group located along the Laos-Vietnam border. 

On 5 March, seven ARC LIGHTS were employed north of the 
Pon River, supporting the planned assault into HOPE on 6 March. 
ARC LlGHTS were employed at grids XD 31544Z, XD 374437, XD 3.5450 
XD 345450, XD 315470, and XD 3Z5470. Six ARC LIGHTS were " 
employed south of the Xe Pon River near LZ SOPHIA, supporting the .,', 
pliLIlJled 1].ight route into the HOPE area in addition to supporting LZ, ," 
SOPHlA. On 6 March from 0135',to 6850 hours, five ARC LIGHTS we'rei'~ 
employed in the vicinity of LZ HOPE, and along the. flight route ~ei~<llLllK 

from LZ SOPHIA to LZ HOPE. These ARC LIGHTS"were employe 
grids XD 345400, and X'D 345440. Two Commando Vaults were en:lplloY',!i: 
at 0817 hour. and 0910 hours, 6 March at grids XD 34Z482 and 
XD 344461 respe.ctively. 

• 
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From. 0800 to 1136 hour. . .... isting of 34 aii:':, 
craft were employed in preparation. ..' Cay identifying .. 
• peciIic targets to the FAC. Six of ,the 16 . Daisy Cutten.·· 
employed between 0800 ~d 0920 hours.' . The' .. . mi. sions S;,': 

'employ'd crdnance consisting of 500-poUndbombs~ 1000-pQul1.d;,bO#S,' 
200-pound bombs, Cluster Bomb Units (CBU), napalm, .and 20mrii . 
in'the dcinity of the LZ. D~ring the preparation of LZ HOPE; . VI.:;"" 
TOlty ":7&, prepared with five sets of tactical air. LZ 
al a possible lecondary LZ, and also deceived the enemy 
ac:tualloc.ation of the ineertion. 

At the critical time of insertion (1206), smoke had,not been eatpl.oyect 
on the LZ by the FAC as planned. The smoke later was em.ployed at: 
1216 houn and was effective. From 1216 to 1450 hours 20 additloDal.: 
missions consiBting of 45 airc:raftwere employed on enemy positiOns' . 
in the vicinity of the LZ. 

For the combat assault into LZ HOPE, ARA prOvided two sectionl, 
on station for continuous CAP of the LZ area. As on tbe in.se:l"ti.O!l:Ultc':-a 
SOPHIA, the distance of the LZ trom the nearest refuel ;ond rea.rm·· 
area required the UBe of four sections to sustain the continuous. . .. 
AltA £1e,w a total of 14 hours covering the insertio!,. . 

The only request for ARA fires during the insertion was by ,the 
teiJ.m on Itation. Some enemy trucks had been detected in the vi" culit:r'~ 
of the landing zone and the ARA expended on these targets just prior .. 
receiving end of mission. . . 

7. PICKUP ZONE TO LANDING ZONE 

The !light route tP LZ HOPE was from the PZ, to HOTEL, t; 
DELTA, BROWN, LOLO, LIZ, to SOPHIA, which was the RP. Tbil 
!light route enabled the !light to over!ly the friendly firebases which 
could b~ uled as .ecure precautionary and forced landing zonea. The 
!light was to depart the RP on a. 350' degree heading in a steep dele 
Irom the enroute altitude of 5500 feet. The enro.ute altitude waf 
cbanged for the lecond 60 sortieR, the 158th Avn Bn !light. T,his 1U.gbt: 
maintained 5500 leet pntU passing LOLO at which time they In-l,''IL~e .. 
& detlcent to reach all' altitude oI 3500 leet at SOPHIA. The deaceAt 
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5500 feet at SOPHIA was felt ...... - wmece·ssarnY8teep •. 
" >.- .. ' - - .• -'~ 

.. .-', . .' .' ....... " . ',.' - " 

TWo aircraft were hit by enemy fire while enroute to the LZ. Both:· 
aircralt we're hit as they. descended over the escarpmenl: between the, ....... '" 
RP and the LZ.n wasimpoBllibletoput suppreeeive fire80n the'enemy' 
positions because of the close proximity of friendly troops on the .valley. 
fioor. For this reason the fiight route was swung further to the west 
both to avoid known enemy posiUons <md to allow lor suppressive 
on the escarpment if needed. .~'.. .' . .''; .. !:'''';:: 

Enroute gun cover was provided by armed~sc~rt aircraft as they' 
fiew the fiight route to and from the rearm/refuel which was located 
at Khe Sanh. 

8. ASSAULT • 

The anault on LZ HOPE (XD 339466). began when the first -lilt· '.' 
aircraft touched down at 1200 hours; 6 March 1971 with elements of. . 
the 3d Bn, 2d Regt, 1st ARVN InI Div. The 2d Bn, Zd Regt, 1st AIl 
InI Di.,. was inserted into the LZ upon completiono! the insertion of 
3d Bn, . 2d Regt. :, .. ',.,,~,:,:: 

" 
Fire support at the LZ was provided by helkOpter gunships and 

TAC air. Although tube artillery was located within range (LZ ...... ~J ..... V/I •. "; 

it wall not employed. Gunships were employed as follQwlI: AIlA pro- . 
vided a CAP over the LZ; an air cav troop screened the area nor.th of 
th. LZ.; another air cay troop screened to the west and south oC the ......... ; .. 

'. UH-IC gunships provided coverage of the valley fioor south of the LZ:·: 
and escort gunships (AH-IG) provided coverage for lift aircraft in the' 
final approach path. TAC air provided a smoke screen north of the 
and placed airstrikes on target. which were identified by the Cav. 
only major problem with the fire support provided for the assault on 
HOPE was that the smoke screen was late. Smoke was not dropped 
ten minutes after the first lift aircralt touched down in the LZ. - ,," . .. . 

The aircraft departed the LZ on a heading of ZM.degrees and elllm~ 
to a return altitude of 6500 Ieet. This combat assault was cerz:ilJ~lt~te,d 
1343 hours. 

-_ . 
• 
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C. (C, SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS 

"~'- ~-. . '~'.'-
1. AIRCRAFT DAMAGE ~. .' ._~.~·"~?·l-

The auault oD LZ HOPE ~sed a~t~t;i o'£'IS5 aircraft.' Only l:elll'· .. ··,"'" 

aircrc.ft were hit, 'one oI which was forced to land at the i.z and,wIL,.,.:",,"",;'(,~ .. 

later destroyed. The other nine aircraft !lew to secure locatioll' 

South Vietnam. Of the ten aircraft hit, eight were determined to 

non-!lyable. Nine oI the aircraIt were hit betWeen 3000 feetandSO· 

approaching the LZ and 500 feet and 10 knots taking off from the LZ. 

Olle UH-IC gunship was hit at 3000 feet and SO knots whUe attacking a 

target. Nine aircraft were hit by small arDls;the one' aircraft that 

forced t·) land was hit by an unknown type of fire. . 
";. 

Tbe 185 aircraft (134 UH-IH, 12 UH-IC, 39 AH-IG) !lew a tofal'. 

of 373 hours, and a total of 686 sorties. . • 

2. CASUALTIES 

3. DOWNED AIRCRAFT RECOVER Y 

The UH-IH which was forced to land on the LZ. was not reco,ve'r 

This aircraft was destroyed as not recoverable because of the fast;'; '. :. 

moving character of the tactical situation. 

, 
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GEN BERRY: 

-'.-'. 
AIRMOBILE " 

COMBAT ASSAULT LZHOPE ~" ",'~'"'',':''''''' 
6 MARCH ,1971 " "'~''': ".,-" , 

- . ,.f;·', 
'. '->::,. -

13 MAR ... ",c.l" 

--,., 

I would like to summarize some comments made by Gen Lam Drior/:' . .ji, 
to the combat assault on LZ HOPE. At his .1730 brien.ng on the 5th 
of March, Gen Lam stated "This is the principal object of the Republic,', 
of South Vietnam; that is, the landing of Vietnamese, troops in the': :,: 
Tchepone area". ' He reaffirmed that the landing would be, made a matter ,~:; 
of highest priority, no matter what size unit would be placed' on the ':.,,!;, 
ground. He made reference to the sUCCesS of the combat assaults ,:;, 
which had preceded this attempt. The atmosphere was not as tense 
it was on the 2nd and 3rd of March prior to the landing at LZ 
LZ LIZ on the 4th and SOPHIA on the 5th. , Two bns wac t,,, la,nd in 
LZ HOPE area.' The 3rd battalion: would be available on call. Gen 
Lam placed emphasis on reconnaissance by the air.cavalry, uSe ,oC' 

# " 

United States Air Force, and deception of the enelJlY in regard to 
location of the actual LZ. We discussed with Gen Lam some of the •. "::I'~" 
of th," landing i: self. With 120 lift snips being used, ,?ur avi~tion' """ .;, ' 
would not be able to conduct any other operations in the LAMSON 719,' 
area until the completion of the combat assault on LZ HOPE. At Gen 
Lam's 0815 briefing on the morning of 6 March, the day of the 
combat assault on LZ HOPE, final details were discussed. I pointed 
out to Gen Lam that time and fuel factors involved were important. 
We could expect that the troop lift would have about 30 minutes in the 
objective area. I made this point to emphasize to Gen Lam that 
once the decision was made to conduct the combat aSHault, we had·to' 
go forward or lose the time taken to return to a refueling area. 
We presented to Gen Lam the full .. details of the combat assault, 
discussing the employment of FAC's, Air Cav, and preparatory fire." ' 
The general atmosphere at the briefing was one of c'Onfidence and Qeter~. 
minatiotl that the operation would be a succ"ss. There woulcriie extr 
heavy enemy antiaircril.ft fire and this would' be a difficult combat 
assault, but I believed it would succeed. 

-
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MAJ KLOSE: 

The auault of a 57 kilometer one-way di.tan~e··~·[:two))attalions 
from KILO to HOPE was to· he conducted maintain1~g the. tactical. .' 
tntegrity of the two battalions with lZ0 lift ships. The battalions. , .... 
were to go in consecutively., one behind th,.' other, with minimumdelay. 

COL DAVIS: 

Because of the distance and heavy antiaircraft concentrations in" 
the area,'ne planning factor was the assemblage of enough aircraft. to 
move both battalions in simultaneous lifts. The breakdown of C&C as 
ments of aircraft is as follows: CO of the ZZ3d was given the 
responsibility of being the AMC for the insertion oI the 3d <lnd'Znd' 
battalions. In addition, he was given the responsibility oI coordination' 
of recon and airstrikes in the landing area. The second flight of ' 
60 aircraft was to put in the Znd Battalion under the CO of the 
l58th Battalion. The critical factor was that the Znd Battalion' 
was to start on order, not ;:t a p"erl"si)!;nat"d time. The start time was. 
to be determined by the AMC aIter the results of the Cav recon In the 
area had been evaluated. The Znd Battalion was Lo launch on order.' . 
point we are getting at is that until we ascertained the situation in the 
objective area, the second flight of 60 aircraft was'not to be launched. 
We could not have that many aircraft ,orbiting, waiting for the decision 
insert. If this would have occurred, we would have had to cycle 175 air.' 
craft back to POL, which would have caus~d a two hour delay •. The 
had two C&C, 63 lift, three of which Were to be employed as chase air-' 
craft. and 18 gunships, The 158th Bn had two C&C, 6Z lift, two of Uf",,'n' 

were to be chase aircraft, and 14 gunships, The total number of ships' 
employed was 175, not including the Cav and ARA. One additional C & 
factor: the CO of the 10 1st was given the responsibility of recovering ..•.. 
downed aircraft and crews. He was to monitor the AMC's con,trol net," 
control the recovery of downed aircraft and crews. The proce,hre had 
been employed in the past, but because of the size of the mis sion, it 
placed under the control of a battaliori ';ommandcl'. The aircraft were. 
to be as sembled at Khe Sanh except for the 2 lift cOlJlpanics of the 
2Z3d who would be assembled at PZ OSCAR. An important 
here is. that aircraft w~re massed at a forward staj<ing area, a high ril 
operation. This was reeo gnized at the time it was done. However, . 
eral of the companies (the 282d and the 116th) had b,,";n brought into 
the operation the day before. The actual-jf!-iefing and coordination' . 
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required prior to the 'la 'of this scale . 
requires, a detailed briefing to assemble 
the aircraft at Khe Sanh prior to the combat was dictated by the.' 
need of every aircraft commander and night lead torecei;'ea detailed ':.: '.;: 
~rieIing. Ideally, in a lift oHhis magnitude, the aircraftw,ould arrive,: .. ,~ 
at the PZ at a prearranged time trom widely separated 1agger areas.: .;j,::.;"~ 
For a lift .of this size, detailed briefings should be conducted at ·· .. c. ,,:"~""; 
least 24 hours before. This is not a rigid time factor; but, in an ,., .•... ~,,, JI.' 
operation of ~his size wi,th .the number of units not familiar wi~h the . '~;I 
area and havlng only a hmlted knowledge of the ar,:a of operahon, thth\*,' 
briefing then becomes a very important factor. :~ , 

. . ...~ 

MAJ CLARK: " .~. 

:.:,'~,:;! 
The Cav started reconnaissance of the area about five days 

prior to 6 March. Our mission at the time' :as just general r,econ to 
. eJ.' , -1.f; 

.-: -.JiI·; 
-":'j:' 

try to locate and destroy antiaircraft weapons and pick out . 
possible LZ areas that would make good LZ'sIor future operations. 

: " 

When we got into the Tchepone area, the antiaircraft was very heavy.··. 
,We receiv.ed 12.7, 14.5, and 37mm antiaircraft fire. You couldn't . 
get into the area wihout getting shot at from altitudE'Al of 2000 -7000 .• ,\: .. 
feet. We started beating down the antiaircraft fire by using' . " 
gunships, ARA, and airstrikes on every target we ebuld locate, 
systematically hitting targets of opportunity wh~re 'antiaircraft 
could be located. There was always .at least one troop in the' 
Tchepone area. Ultimately on the 6th, we put three troops working 
in the area. On 6 March, 2 troops were on station at 0830. A Troop 
worked Route 9 to about two kilometers north of Route 9 and C Troop 
worked the high ground about 5 kilometers north. Both had the misaion 
of selecting LZ's and employing airstrikes and marking antiaircraft we 
pons. In the northern part of the AO, we found 12. 7's. This was the 
only weapon we .could piCKUp at the time. C Troop employed airstrike 
on this weapon. In the southern part near Route 9 we took no fire ' 
at all. We had people working the low 'ground looking for secondary LZ 
which appeared to be made by Commando Vaults or Daisy Cutters. We' 
conducted a VR completely around the area in a 3 kilometer radius 
took no fire. We located a motor complex with man-y .. 55-gallon dr 
POL, 7 vehicles, tires, and several large cache pits. This'W'&1I 
passed to the AMC. Airstrikes were continually employed ·in the 
north and then in the south at that time since we did not take any nl,"".·· 
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We started VR south oI Route. 9. departure routes 
into the secondary LZ in case that one;,·oU1d. 'My recommendatiol 
to the AMC was that the southern LZ.beuaed .. '.' .. ,." Althoughwe,.' 
had located 7 antiaircraft weapons in the :n~rthe.l'n'LZ and .. d~~ .. .... theIn..l 
it was my estimate that because it wason the highgro und~ .. 
exposed to more antiaircraft fire. ' 

GEN BERRY: 

Going back to the initial plLttern given by GenLam. he wante 
the LZ to be on the high ground. On the morning oI 6 March i had 

. reservations. about employing the high 'ground LZ. I hoped the AMC 
and Grwnd Corrunander would go along with the recommendation' or-the:~ 
Cav commander and use the low ground LZ. ' 

MAJ CLARK: 

I think one thing that convinced him to use the low ground ~;"-iI 
POL area and cache sites that were discovered. Also, we ba'd 
received any ground fire in that area.. We also picked up five'" 
5-ton trucks in storage areas south of Route 9 •. T~e AMC and' ( lr,!)WIiQ'i 

. , ... ,~'. 
Commander did concur with the Cav Commander jOnd selected ·the 
ground. Based on that selection, we started employing air 
pletely around the LZ. to the north -and south. to prepare Qep ... rt.H·,e",.,"'!,'!] 
routes. At that time I also recommended to the AMC that we havea,' 
8creen placed north of the LZ which would screen the high ground if 
37mm and 12. 7mm were still present. This would block the aDDroa.ch 
routes into the LZ. 

MAJ KLOSE: , 

We had three possible LZ's' on the itinerary before we got out', 
there. The moment the three were initially selected, Gen Lam w;UlI;ecl.' 
high gr6und as did Col Chung, th"e regimental commander.' Between 
high ground and the northernmost LZ, there was _a fresh ARC 
which Chung wanted as a fallback position. At about this time~ at ... 
LZ we did go into, the-Cav reported the supply complex to-11te east 
and we put an airstrike on it. It was my estimation that this supply" 
area find was what made the Ground Commander follow the AMC,' . 
mendation and .go into that area as an LZ.:-

~h~t!:' -~ - -- . ~ .. ~ . 
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OEN BERRY: 

.. ,-' 

-,' i' ., ......... , .. ~,~, .•. 

Oen Lam'l stated preference o~.the 5th was'!or'the high ground 
LZ. On 5 March it was rep'orted that tanks were in ·thc'l'cheponc ." . 
-area. That factor led OenLam tOlhy away from the low ground 1.;z •. · .• :.~; 
I believe he vilualized the low ground LZ as being quite open to tank 
operations. The fact il that the low ground was quite heavily: ..::(':""~"" " 
vegetated a.nd I believe it would have considerably interfered with ,:;' .. ~", 
tank operationl. . -.: .' ' 

COL DAVIS: 

Again, the LZ .elected was a compromise which·was defendable "r<'1'Tl 

the armor threat, The LZ we actually went into was not the VICTORY 
area we discussed, but rather an area on the ground which wa.s u",,~'W""AY:~~ 
low ground nea.r the river.' 

OEN BERRY: 

The actual landing zune was on the luwer soutlJ,crn slope,s of . ";, 
the high ground we have been discussing. It was not the lowest :grou 
in the area. 

" 

COL DAVIS: 

I would like to switch now to after the 2000 hour briefing which 
we had here on the night of the 5th. We turned the planning session 
over to the ZZ3d Bn Corrunander. 

MAJ KLOSE: 
, 

All flight leads were here. We covered radio frequencies, route 
of flight, the recommended altitudes, and the concept and employment. 
of the guns. At my briefing, everyone got that. The 158th then 
continued with only their commanders but they were going to follow 
identical flight route that we would follow. 

COL DAVIS: 
.- .J>JOo ". 

It was a normal preoperational briefing . 
• 

-

'-----·-----1--'-------·,-
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MAJ KLOSE: 

',' ~~ -. 
'.';.' 

It showed up that day. We hadnewpe . . th;;'t came i1p 

specifically to support thb operation. ·.ltV{as"essential that each 

aircraft commander understand what was going on •.. No one should ever 

a'rrivc accidentally in any part ,or the area oE operations. . ;~:.:'J;;:': 

COL DAVIS: 

. ,-.. : 

. .;"'" .... 

All the company commanders I believe were here that night •. 1 wUl.S:,;.c;· 

testify for the six companies. of the lallt Gr()up~ These flights . -'\"'':i(, 
would be led by the company commander, and 1 believe it was the same ;:;;,,,!< 

for the 2023d and the 14th Bn. We did in fact have. the cO)'Tlpanycom-.::;.;. 

Manders leading. It goes withouf saying that every time you do' something}; 

big, it is not the time [or the company comrn.ander to be in the rear. ." 

MAJ KLOSE: • 

The flight altitude was 5500. The route of flight was 

direct to DELTA 1, BROWN, LOLO, LIZ, SOPHIA,departing SOPHIA 

a heading of 350 with a rapid descent. After the first flight left 

DELTA, we recommended 3500 feet at SOPHIA, sta'rt letdown at LOLO' :. 

and rn.ake the turn at 3500 feet in a relatively short distance, . 

auto-rotation velocity. The return route was the s;~e way. You WE!rEI" 

climbing out oJ SOPHIA all the way t~ 5500 feet. For an operation of' 

this size, we really haven't said mucb about the organization of the' 

PZ. There were two control elements in the PZ. The inlernal'contlrol 

was provided by the 2nd Battalion and their pathfinde~s. We had the 

HEADHUNTER pathfinders in combination with the combined 10lst and .' 

2203d pathfinder teams. They organiz<:d the first 200 loads. These tr 

then moved to their parked aircraft. The 2.1 through 120 sorties came 

from two positions on the ,top of the hill at OSCAR. They loaded Irom 

north and the south, so they could handle two airc'raft in the PZ at the 

same time. The third control element Was the advisDr staff of the Zd 

Regiment. They made the liaison between the American pathfinders; 

the ARVN pathfinders, and the All;VN tiattalions. It worked very 'Weu,. 

Also, we had a C&C ship over the PZ. It worked .£ine through the fir 

40 loads. We had two companies which did not get to the PZ. They 

headed for Quang Tri:w'hen Khe Sanh received the rocket atta'cIt and 

they became the 101-l2oO,rties. 

-~- . • 
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• MAJ CLARK: 

• 
1 think one other thing tllat maY' havehelp'e.dwastbat 1 sent one 

, Cav troop north of the LZ on the high ground;, I put, tho: se~ond ': . , 

Cav troop south of the LZ underneath the'approachroutes'''~''the,' 

slicks were descending. I had gunships from the Cav VR arou~~ -the~ .­

approach routes. Any targets we could pick up, we would hit with~,~,:,;::,:_ ( 

or other guns. I think this helped suppress any fire that may have been':,,",,~.­

taken along the appr 'ach routes.,,"" 
':"~ . , 

" .. ',' 

MAJ KLOSE: 

If we were to do this again, I would recommend the'pooling of' 

guns instead of baving them split up among battalions'. '1;e could have 

handed them oII to the Cav troops in the objective area, There should 

be one aircraft who does nothing but keep up with all guns. ' H)! should,~~ 

know who is rearming and refueling, who is enroute, and who is replac~,' 

ing whom. This way we could have continuous coverage. We planned" 

initially for 45 minutes on station for Cobras (AH-IG's) and 40 ' 

minutes for C o.rlie guns (UH-IC's). If we would have pooled eu!" ass 

and planned for about 30 minutes far Cobras and 2.0 minutes for '-'< .... '. ... "';;,{: 

guns, we would have had enough g:ms within the objective area to 

both battalions. The Charlie guns had a corridor from SOPHIA to ~htlcC" 

LZ. There was a Cobra CAP around the LZ under the command o."w.>";'~' 

troop. In addition, the Charlie guns'were under the Cav troop. 

had to keep changing frequencies. We solved this problem because 

there were only two Victor (VHF) frequencies available for Charlie g 

Charlie guns now came up on the FM frequency of the Cav. It is an 

additional burden on the FM, but you can talk to everybody you want to", 

without having to change frequencies. It is always a problem because' 

of the limited communications of the Charlie guns. , 

MAJ MlLLS: 

The-two ARA guns in the CAP wor.ked with the Cav troop on the 

south, monitoring DRAGON's UHF. We were on VHF with the Cav 

we switched several times on the FM from DRAGOW to the troops 

ground. " 
,_,_ 

MAJ KLOSE: 

From a C&C aspect, we had four de-signatcd C&C' s. 

L 

- ~,. 
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c~mmander with the' CO of the 

Because of the distance and the limited an 

alternate C&C for the ZZ3d with a member of the . regimental staff 

was used for their lilt. .The CO oUhe158th as theAMC' for the '. " 
second HIt' also had an aitex-"na,te C&C~ircraft. In addition~~hadl"," ." 

theC&C or the AMC for the downed aircraft recovery, and a C&e,: " . '<'., 

to control; 'crations at the PZ. , .. :;::::.; 

MAJ CLARK: 

. With each Cav troop we had two C&C's; On~"remained on'statio"n 

so we always had a C&C there. As it worked out, the one in the north 

took charge of putting airstrikes north of the LZ and the' one in 

the south was calling in ARA •. They had about one hour on station •. 

We would leave a little early so that we' had .no lost time' out there.··· 

The squadron conimander was overhead so he could take cont.ol any urne .. , 

MAJ KLOSE: 

It would be nice to have an. dght <rack tape recorder in the 

C&C aircraft. It could pick up the 'FM, VHF, and i'ntercom traffic 
1 ... 

on all tracks. It should be cartridge type with Z hour 30 minute ... :, 

capability, which would coincide with refueling cap.abilities. you ... · u,,'~ .. 

change the cassettes when you refueled. Then when we came back to': 

reconstruct, we have everything that'occurredrecorded. The tapes 

can be erased if nothing of a critical nature happened.' But if it did:1 .:. 
I .. 

we would know exactly who talked to whom and when. We would hafe it, 

reco ded in all C&C aircraft. It would be a small addition when we un......, 

'standardize the C&C console to have one of these cassette. in it. We 

should have one in the Cav C&C 's, and perhaps in all recon and 

surveillance aircraft as "fell as all airmobile C&C's. 

COL DAVIS: 

-
It would aid in debriefing all teC<JJ1 and surveillance pilots 

also. It would aid anybody who wanted to reconst.~·uct what happened.:: 
-, . 

GEN BERRY: 

1 think it is. important to record in any airmobile operation • 
.... - . 

• , , 

@014: fta, '., i L 
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Tins is particularly, true '. ' 

In the air over the LZ there mustbe\!~i:~!~~lz~rli~::::' who is,·~';:.':., " 
empowered with the "go" or "no_go" d . commander should "' 
be someone separate from the' AMC and the direct GroundCoznman<lerancl: 
the Cav commander. Thege commanders are in\iolved intheoPeratioiir';~"::' . ' ' , '.. -, . ~ 
and the details of what is happening. They probably lack the detachment·:,:;~ 
and the relative objectivity to see all aspects oC the operation and ,. ' 
hence are not in the best position to make the "go'" or.-"no-go" oecllllCl'n." 

MAJ KLOSE: 

The smoke was put in at about the right altitude and was very 
There were two smoke sorties east to west just north of the LZ 
and they were put in at the right altitude. 

GEN BERRY: • 
The smoke was late. It was absent at the critical touchdown time" 

This was a result of two factors. The first was the rocket attack 
on the st~ging area at l<he Sanh 15 minutes prior to start time. 
Because of this, 'the troop lift aircraft were launchqd earlier than " ' 
had been planned. This led per'1aps to the AMC giving too short nol~ic'ili 
to the FAC that the,ships were about to touch down ... · Secondly. 
to the FAC, the fighters were engaged in refueling: This led to 
a delay in beginning their smoke run., Whatever the case, onceagaiD." 
for the second day in a row, at the most critical time 'of the combat"": 
assault, that is the actual beginning of the touchdown at the LZ, there 
was not a smoke screen laid by Air Force aircraft. The first to'uchdlol1~i\' 
was at 1206 hours and the smoke actually began at 1216 hours, ten 
minutes after the touchdown. Once the smoke began, it was quite ef­
fective, but again those ten minutes of combat assault, minus the snlollte; 
screen, could have been very critical to this operation. 

MAJ KLOSE: 

If combat assaults are going"t"a get" the priority of air in the lu,rul~e. 
I think that it would be worthwhile that the Air Fot"C~ ,know there 
is going to be a combat.assault so they can preposition a ta~r. 
for whatever fuel they;need. I cannot estimate the number of times 
we couldn't put in an airstrike because their play time had run out. 
We are getting less than the optimum belJ!t~it Irom the airstrikes 
because we are in a position where we haye to use them becau!e 
this time factor. 

., ' 

CCi? II ffJE; , 

,:.!: - ~ ." , ...... 
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GEN BERRY: 

I do think that we ourselves are re of the lack 

:a:~~::~s ~e o::v:ur:~~:efr= t;~!~~ . 8~:~t:t.;::t~·~;~;~ 
them as much advance warning as possible. ~ think we assume a"strike '.'/:':I 

::::. :: :.:,~:::=~::; a:-;::~bl:=:~h::!:;::~O~:i~: FO":;:,,~ 

COLS:::~ "P.,.ti= hao ... ".d, w ....... qO''''. T .. ti ... 1~t 
Control Party lor .the Cav. In addition to this, IIeel in'an operation .:.~-~\~ 

of this scope, even if it was just the 101st, consideration should b.e . -,.'-'.:~ 

given to having an ALO with the Aviation Group. 
• 

GEN BERRY: 

In November or early December of 1970, the 10lst Abn 01;,·\ ... = .... 1',.;. 

requested that a TACP be assigned to the 2/17 Cav. The request was".::. 

made then because of the ind~pendent operations of the 2/17 in the''':'.: . 

Division recon role in the A Shau Valley and the Khe Sanh area •. 

XXIV Corps recommended approval. At the begi~ing of planning in' 

" :J.uary for LAMSON 719, the 1018t recommended on several U"'Ql.II"UIl' •• , 

through XXIV Corps, that a full TACP be assigned to advancp head~·· 

quarters at Khe Sanh. The Air Force approved this btlt sta.ted a sh.or'tali, 

of radio equipment and personnel. I was unable to understand why .",."·"l"l 

Air Force was unable to supply us with a TACP for an opera.tion of 

this scale and importance. One of the abiding lessons of this operatiollt~;, 

is that we have to recognize the intimate relationship of the Army and 

Air Force in the airmobil~ operation. However, the Army aviation' . 

assets and the ground assets did not have the direct support of the 

TACP. We are not realizing the maximum effectiveness of tactical 

air in th~s airmobile operation. 
,'" . " .. 

LT CLARK, ASST G-2, lOlST ABN DIV (AMBL):. 

When the 2-d Regirp.cnt got on the gr rond, they found 453'"N'V A 

bodies, two 37mm antiaircraft guns, and fifteen 12. 7mm machin,eg'unsi; 

This shows that the extensive preps by ARC LIGHTS, airstriKes, 

--_._----.. -
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gunships were '. wasdecelv~(f as to, 
the loc~tion oI the LZ and Wall. .' ..... ' :.thfi~ri,pa'r~ti~n' i8 '.. . ' 
undoubtedly oneol the rea8on.. . . operation8ucceedc.d.There were:~ 

. at lea8t three battalion8 .of eJ.iemYb!the·area. 'ICtheyhac(p,otbccn ..... ,,;' ",;; 
._. - ", _. '-' _"-" __ .t.-.':;t!'""---'.~ " " ~-,' _'.:' __ ~ 

destroyed and would have beencOiieentrated on the LZ. wewoulcrno( havev.: 
. succeeded. They would havebee~ -":~i~~o~ock the aircraft'ou{oClhe·',;:J. 
air quite ea8ily. It took a tremendou·. number ol air.8trikes to get' .. ;, .. 
successful operation on the gr·o~ci..Vnless I am deceived, elements.·· 
the 2nd Regiment went througJi 'the'&re.a. very quickly, and the bomb . 
damage assessment was nowhere:iie'ar·c~mplete. ' .. It is p08sible ·m'i.l:';a· 
great number oI these bodie8 anc!!' it.~m:\a 'or' equipment were the result 
airstrikes and Cav action Irom air8trikes and as much as a week prior' 
to the actual landing. However,it"appears that.most 01. it was a .. 
result of action 24 hours prior to the landiflg.' 'The actual size oI the' 
enemy Iorce in the area in my 'estimation was at least two batt'alions,;';;: 
both of which had antiaircraIt weapons;'. . ", ' . 

COL DAVIS: . ~- -.' 

Let's turn to crew and aircraft recovery. 
• 

LTC PEACHEY: CO, 158th AHB .' 
I briefed my pilots to have 30.· seconds between aircraft •. If a ., 

helicopter went down, the one rightb'ehind him would circle his locati 
The others would continue on until we. could get the recovery aircraft···. 
to identify the downed helicopter and its location. I really Ielt ., .. 
that this was the only way we were going to find downed aircraft in OULr .', 

ZO-foot grass. On the route out, I elected to keep all of my people; " 
over the high ground to the south. My people were to go in at 5500. 
to SOPHIA, turn to a heading of 340 directly into the LZ and back 
on the same route climbing to 6500 feet. We came back 1000 high~r 
we went in. Other than that,my briefing was identical to the one . ". 
given by the Z23d. My flight leade rs and company commanders con­
trolled their flights on VHF. Everyone.turned to UHF, but onl, the :. 
flight leads, guns, and myself usea thc UHF unless there was an 
emergency. 1 used FM to secure transmissions between the flight .. '! •• ~~ 
I briefed thoroughly on Ilverything I knew about the area as I aT~:ay" 
and always will. I think you have to lell it like it is. Tell them 
are going to do and then you do it. YOll have to train the juniors • 

• 
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have to know: what goes ~~~~i:t:~~~~~~~~,~~t: brief thoroughly on every step', 
the chain' of command to go on, 

. '~'.: 
. • .... ~:.;;., .·/l ...... ':,;::· .•• ·,<;- • ~~. 

-. -,...., - ' .,;~., 

1 think that the thing 1 disagree with ~n " ."';;" 
nights in there. We drew fire and 1 could not get ,'" . . . ' ". .~.~ 

from the guns. 1 think the guns have got to eS,cortln, and ,',', gun~j' 
in CAP loses their effectiveneu.' We got three or four ARVN wounded' ;'~""~" 
coming over the river. We finally got some fire in there, but 1 wouid,.,.;>~~~; 
recommend in the future that each ,night commallderc:ontrol his, oWn.7(:tJ:I'~t'>~ 
guns. Have them shoot along the flight path. We could not return,,~r~~,::~;.' 
along the south of the river because there were friendlies down there. ':':'~," 
It is better to have a free fire zone than to plan night rO).1tes over friend-,'~\.t,i> 
ly locations. Every time 1 have Hown over friendly troops, going into ' ::': 
their LZ, I have taken fire. When 1 could get into a free fire zone "and:~jf, 
suppress with my escort guns and doo!' gunners, my losses were no~" ,:,,~":i~ 

.", 

as great. "'" .• ii.* 
"', ':-''1} 

MA: KLOSE: 

There is just one problem. In areas where you, could suppress, 
there is a lot of antiaircraft fire, west of ALUOI, all the way doVln ....... "".,". 
valley. .' 
LTC PEACHEY: 

All the way to SOPHIA is a good flight route. We took no lire,'we" 
were at altitude. I am speaking of when you turn final into the LZ, 
I am not critiCizing the operation. We have learned, and will continue, 
to learn, that flying over friendly locations is inviting disaster. It is a 
much better idea, when you have to let down to a low altitude from, 
approach altitude, to be ov;er a free fire ZOl:le, which you can suppress 
with escort guns and your guns. We should try to get,a route in which 
our final approach, at least a kilometer, is over an area we can 

LTC KIRKLIGHTER: . " 

, 

On our final approach, we used a buttonhook. 'ftc took all our 
fire on final approach ~o we had to eliminate it. We used 17u':Z70 ~: .. 

'. 
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degree buttonhooka. ,We jl.lil.Fa:'PPr.~s'.lI-~h. 
up on final. We learned that early' . 

no!i.nal a'ppr';'>Lch if possible;' 

COL DAVIS;' 

don't stack 
,Thc,re should be' 

, Most of the things which we have hit on are variances. There 

is no radical change of procedure;' only a change of technique. A' - '", 

long shallow approach in this environment is not the answer. As to ,c', ';"'~';';~J' 

whether the friendlies aUordthe best protection or not in this particular. ,,:,.,'{., 

case, the answer is no. To others it has been yes. ' I think 'you jUBt';<;~~* 
need a rapid aaaeasment of the situation and then need to plan ' ";,':~!;ii! 

d' 1 
;,,'"" 

accor mg y .,"
 , ." 

MAJ CLARK: 

In this case, we did not have a choice to go west. If we went 

west, we would have taken 37mm c. ',d 2.3mm fire and got shot down. 

CEN BERRY: 

I don't understand how you eliminate a final approach by using' 

a buttonhook. . e, . . ' 
MAJ KLOSE: 

We use a 180 degree side approach, just likE' a 180 degree auto,­

rotation. We don't go into auto-rotation, but it approaches auto­

rotation velocity. It is the tightest approach you can make. 

LTC KIRK LIGHTER: 

r 

On the escarpment, we had been getting to the west, but the 

winds were high and from the east. Not wishing to go west, we went 

in on a long final east, trying to make a fast U-turn. A lot depends 

on what the Cav tells us • 

LTC PEACHEY: .:', . .....,..' .. 

They can tell you 'exactly what your approach should be. They 

us whether it sh.ould be low level for the last kilometer or if it SnOW(I, 

.... - . 

-

.: ..•. ,:~ 
>, 

. ~.' 

.~:;, 



• 

. '-~""--'-'-T--~' 

be a long descending .' . day to day. 
is the only unit that can give you: . . unles8)'OU go in 
with ro~r first 18 .slicks and Iind outIo.ryoursdf. 

-~ -'- - ,- :<: ~" ,;- ",\"",' .-.:: 

GEN BERRY: 
".K"' 

',<:., 

,",:: ".' ;;, ... " , 

It appears we are moving the Cavout or its old role ortai-out. c·o .. :; 
recon. The question is. have any or you seen the Cav used in-.thll! .role '"' 
before in such an important and intimate association with the:;-

combat assault? .... ,. _.' ....•. ~.~ 
LTC PEACHEY: .,~;~ 

"~~.t 
We have always used the'Cav to recOIl the area. Take for instance 

last summer when we went into the LZ's around EAGLE'S NEST. · . ..:·,~i 
The Cav went out and located the weapons·forus·~ In the past, in more' 
or less static posture, we had difficulties in getting the Cav. p' It . 
was always employed somewhere else. They can go out and .rind the 
enemy. The Cav's normal role is one o[ recon and security. 

COL DAVIS: 
• 

The only thing that has bec'n added to it itl the fire support and, 
roordination aspect. I don't think that it is very Ia1' rcmoved' , 
[rom its role. Having ·the gunships CAP the LZ probably is a departllr~!; 

LTC KIRKLIGHTER: 

Once we commit ourselves to go into the LZ, we have TAG air, 
but it is no longer useable in the LZ. The Cav is givcn a screening 
role, and it doesn't do any good [or them to just nyback and forth' . 
unless they have weapons to employ. I don't think this is a departli-re . 
from long range recon. Actually any airmobile opcration is long 
rm ge. At one time or another, friendlies get close and it ceases 
to be 10lg range. 

,'" 

LTC PEACHEY: 

Their (the Cav's)r.econ, security and screcning role aner-­
employment of suppornng fires is part of their role. We are assigned 
responsibility for initial recon of selection of LZ's, approach and.: .. ,' . .. . 

• 
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departure routes, . 

initiated, the Cay moves out 'and goes 

roles. Control at all 'escorting gUDships 

responsibility at the Cay. , , ,:',"':, 
;~. ~ , . 

. . , 

" : - .": ' .... 

COL DAVIS: 
: '.~ ~ .. . ~~ .-.... ~' ... '''-Oi:.: ...... ::, .".,";;'.:a::. 

"~ '¥~~'" 
,~, ~"~'''',~:,:. ',,; 

The area in which the Cay is working versus the area-ofthEf" ,."",' ""j .. 

escort gunships, is designated by the AMC in his allocation :0£ air· 

space. In tinal analysis, the' AMC is responsible Jar ev~ryth\ng .• " .... ~:~ 

goell on in the area. ",' c" 
. -. , 

GEN BERRY: 

I think the cla.ssic term "recon a.nd' security role" cqve'l".iJt anJ~' .,' 
The Cay recons and'then assists in securing the LZ and- Bur' .. " 

MAJK1~: 

The operation was the best that we have been involve,d ir:'9,f 

the airmobile as saults. The Cay was us cd extremely well in 'the' 

mission that it was designed'for. The final ship was in af.'n43 . 
. " .,;., .. ~ .. ,. .' .' • _. c, ~r' 
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THE lO"V~~1) ACTlrnn'l1j' 

4TH BAtTALION, 1ST REGIMENT. ~':;~~~;~1.11,~~~}~~'Y DIVISION 
18 MARCH 1971'''' 

, ' 
,-, 0 ."~~'-lL:.i_. :.,' 

,., '-:f~' 
.. ', -:-~ .;.-, -::;.~:, ._- ,--:'.- -,~'-'. 

The extraction of ~he 4th Bn. 1st Regt, 1st InfDiv was accoIIlJ~Ush,ed 

on 18 March 1971, along with other eleme~ts of the 1st Regt. 

to extract this Bn had been in the making Cor several days. The 

was scheduled to withcil.w from an area 1I0uth of FB,LOLO where, 

was conducting search uperations for enemy cache ~ite8 and inter', '"I.',',';' '-:;'cii 

dieting Route 914. This withdrawal was advanced because it became, 

impossible to resupply the Bn as a result of intense antiaircraft lire' 

and indirect fire directed against the ground troops when resupply air::-'" , 
craft approached the friendly positions." The battalion commander re- ,: 

que sted that the attempts to resupply be aborted. The' casualties and,;~< 

potencial casualties from enemy mortar fire were more detrizne:ltal", " , , 

to the unit than not being resupplied. -,>.'~;; • 

The 223d CAB was give n the mis sion to extract the 4th Bnt ht """ ,;::,_';'~' 

Regt from a field location un 15 },1arch. The battalion had been in>:' ' 

contact and moving north t'oward the esc:arpment for several days;', 

the ba~ alio.1 reached a suitable pickup site the aircraft would begin 

ex~r-ac:tion. The planned pickup point was to be on. the top of the, , ' 

ment on 15 March. Radio contact ,"as sporadic due to the unit's con.", 

stant movement and weak radio batteries as a result of not being "" ' .. 

resupplied. The battalion's location was unknown on15 and 16' NHL",',crlo 

therefore the extraction was not attempted or accomplished. The' , •• ',-,", 

Regt headquarters believed the 4th Battalio,n was moving east on the 

high ground toward LZ BROWN. Since the battalion'" location was 

known as late as 17 March the Deputy Commander. 1st Regt. 1st 

In! Div personally attem{lted to establish contact. The Deputy Conlm.an~, 

went to the area where the battalion was thought to be located with 

CO. Z23d CAB (the AMC for the extraction). The 4th Battalion wali _ 

found hi$h on the escarpment (XD 448380) late on the afternoon of 17', 

March. Both the Deputy Regimental Commander and the 4th Ba« .... "uD 

Commander wanted to extract the battalion at tha~ time. A Troop. 

Squadron. 17th Cavalry conducted a low visual reconnaissance of the _ .. 

area and reported tha.t- the unit was not near any suitable pic1tup zun,c .. s 

This coupled with the impending darkness and heavy antiaircraft 

in the area cau~ed the extraction to be postponed until the following 

.. , 
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The lit R~glnleiitalofthe altuation and 
eonferred with the 4th It 'Was decided that ,~ , the battalion woUld move that to the northeaat to find a auitable 
PZ and would attempt to hreak contact.with the NVAelementwhich, , wal l!ursumg it. " One 'company decldedto move by it.elf and did aci< to the lIorth. ' : The AMC waa informed of thh dedaion and returned , 
hia night to ita home atation., The plannh" of the night route;approac} and depa~ture routea, etc, could not be accomplished the evening or~,:;;;' 
17 Mareh' since the PZ had not yet been .. tabU.hed.. The 4th BattaUI"\1\ requeated gun.hlpa to orbit overhead while the battalion m~ved n(;';th~.;; ., e •• t. The battalion wal Burrounded and in contact at thia t1me.' '.'~ , 

• A 
• _ 

'.'_ .:<~~ 
At Z330 houn 17 March the AMC waa notified tei put three lift ',,:~ 

aircraft and two rcunlhips on standby for an emergency resupply of":';,~ the 4th Battalion. At 0015 hOUri 18 March the aircraCt' departf":Don' Ha Combat BaBe and arrived at KILO pad at 0100 houn Col' a briefing " by the ARVN and US adviaors. The exac:t location oC the 4th Bn wa.,' unknown at thia time. At OZOO hours two UH..,lH aircraft ~rid two, 
UH-lC aircraft departed KILO pad with aling loads of ammunition.," , 
bod alld ',atterieB. This third lift aircraft was ~ot needed." ,Thea}!' craft eatablished contact with the FAC who waa (.ontrollingthe v~~., gunah ips (C-130's) that were providing fire sUPP/Jrt for'the' ' 
The FAC instructed the aircraft to orbit over HOTEL until visual" ce: 'act could be re-establillhed with the 4th battalion. The aire 
were held in orbit so long that it became nece8Baryto return to ~he' Sanh to refuel. The aircraft dropped orr the .ling loads at KILO.,:. " 
By this time low ceilings and ground Cog were present in the border' area. The lead UH-lH went IFR shortly after departing KILO and 
to make an instrument approach at Khe Sanh. The !,econd UH-IH, 
stayed close to the road and wall able to climb and orbit at HOTEL, The helicopter gunshlps had to return to KILO because DC the poor: ", 
visibility. ,The resuppIy wall consequently called off in the abaence 
heUcapter gunships n,:,oded to escort the UH-lH aircraft into the __ ,,_ 

Ot'lor elements oC the 1st R'egirnent extracted on 18 March inc:ludo1 elements of the following units:' the 1st Regt CPo an engineer comila~", 
the r egt recon company, artillery, the 3d InC Bn'-'the 1st IBJ.Bn, 
2d In! Bn. These elements had been located on and aroulld FB ,. 
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umil the lat ARV ~f Div CODUlnallldeif howitze"', "."'" 

and withdraw from the fir«ba .. ; .""'''1,8 inadeinUght or 
the Cact that resupply was impouible be ~'~ii)1he,l~ldir'e<:t fire attacks 

oC the FB whenever resupply helicopters supply:' 

mi .. ion into the FB was nown on u.the Cite, , ,'c;', 
. "., .. : .. ," " ... e,·~::~, 

base was surrounded by NV A units. 'The flre, , e- was subl!eqoe~tly'" ,:,i'. 

completely evacuated, the occupants movlns',outto-the north. " The. , ; ,'~~ 

pr~ lrity Cor extractions on 18 March was first to pick 'Up the ht Regt ,,', 
" ~ 

CP and all collocated ARVN elements. ACter~h;,",was completed the'!I'<':' 

4th Battalion. 1st Regiment was to~epick.equP-at::. PZ,: ~he l~c~:U~il,~' 

of the PZ's Cor both oC these extraction' were:no,t:'know unhl radl,:,and',}~ 

villual contact were eatabUshed the day oC ~e,extraction.· , '. "v .:'J:." 
;,.... . '.-. '.' ,. -' .',' : '-"- - -~"';';-

At 0830 houu the AMC picked up the As.l.t~nfDivhion COIllmanci\ilr:: 

lilt A RVN InC Diy, and proceeded to the ar,eii,-whe:::ethe ,Regimental,' 

CP and other elements oC the lst Regiment were located (X,pS 10380);' 

The ABBi!l~ant Divillion Commander toldthe:AMC that the Regimental-'; 

Conunander would be picked up by the first, aircraCt and taken toDELT 

1. The AMC requested the ground elements'to use smoke tornark . 

their locatioll' however amol.e was not employed apparently bec~us'e' 

ground unit. did not have any smoke capability. " The en wa. 18', UI'~ll~r.~:­

located by the 2d Squadron; 17th Cavalry team. that was' se'i· ,'" 

area to the west,oC where the night wa •. orbiting.~'The actuall0,c'i at),o'll(0 

of the Regimental CP was at a good PZ 'at grid XD480381. The.Cav' 

team conducted a visual reconnais,9ance- 0.£ the 'area aroand,the PZ 
drew only light fire. Thererore only minimum preparatory nrea-"-""'-,f! 

placed along the recommenJe.1 ,£light route and the area aro,.nd the, 

The extraction cormnenced at 1100 hours and moved the lit R.glmle%lta~ 

CP and elements oC an engineer company; Regt reconnaisllance comlr>all\' 

artillery personnel. 3d InC Bn, 1st Regt. 1-st InfB~. 1st ReEt. and Zd, 

InC Bn, ht Regt. respectively, to LZ KILO. ,The extraction of 796 

personnel, 88 oC whom"were WIA, wall completed at 1240 hours u. 

an ACL of seven pasllengers per UH-lH. 

Tlie night received 12. 7rmn machine gun and IImall arms Clre 

the eacarpment between the 47 and '~9 north-south grid'linea south 

the PZ. However, no aircrart were destroyed or,shot down. TAC 

was employed on thelle targets along the-escarpment in the--WLO' 

The Air Force provided one Bet oC fighter-bombers every IS minu-t 
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, employlna sortle_ oC b&rd ' " oCnllln""""x 
bomb .. and napalm, and a smoke;!aia Crom east 
west,; north oC the river. TheiCav,north and weat oC ,<­

the Xe Pem River~ The ARA provl<1edcovilra8t'jth~ .valley lloor":.:,, 
whUe eacort iUDships covered the lilt aircraCton approach and departu're, 
,The Cay and AM each had t'l'iO teams of Cobras which rotated em>" 
station to provide ccntinuous ,overage. The escort t,· ,:ships also c' _./-:,: 
rotated on station. ' ,·~:.,t"· '-

" , : .. ~, ",' ,", . ~ j:i.:·'~~·i~~-
, Upon completion DC the extracticm.' theAMC,returned to the lll~:~~_, 

}, -lVN InC Div hea.dquartors to wait for the 4th InC Bn to reach a PZ; '>; , 
" !':- 'f!' 

The battaliem bad been moving during the morning extraction. At", -,)£~ 
lZ30 hours the AMC was told to pick up the 1st Regimental Commande'i-'~ 
at DE LTA 1. The loc:ation of the 4th Battalion' according to the Regl;"';} 
mental CQlDmander was ,rid XD453389.', Theunlt had no smoke cap-.:~-: 
ability but did display a marking panel. After a few minutea of .. arC1i.~ 
ine the ARA located the marking panal at grid xD453384, SOO meters ",i; 
aouth of the coordinate_given to the AMC by the RegimentalCc.mma~n!lle:l' 
The battalion was completely surrounded and in heavy contact., 
battalion commander a;J:: """ c:l~ive officer had been killed and a Ber .• .',:, 
geant was in command. ARA waB inBtructed to contact 'the .erg;~ilJ:ir 
fire close Bupporting fireli. He reported that all.his men 'tere'~" 
two htmdred meters of the pa.nel marker. ARA was the only £ire'l IttDriI& 
employed to the weat of the ftlendlyelementB and only when called" ' 
by the ground unitB. Other fire support to the 'weat waa not "",alll};'I;";) 
beeauae the location of the one ,.ompany that moved north alone 
of northeast with the battalion) waB unknown. Approximately fifty 
aorties oC TAC air were put in to the north, eaat and Bouth. The ca"."" 
teams screened the areas where T .. \ C air 'Was not working. Much DC 
lire support was employed prior to the first UH-IH aircraft going 
the PZ. , 

When the AMC and Cay Celt the ar,ea wiu prepped sufficiently 
first attempt was made. The first lift aircraft successfully made 
pick-tip while taking heavy fire. HQwever. the AH-lG that was e,'coJ$ 
ing the Rrst aircraft bok numeroua hits and crashed and burned at' 
XD453410. The Becond lift ship was shot down' at XD460385 a8 it 
departing the PZ. The aircraft waa landed Ba(ely but wa .. -hit by:' 
RPG while on the ground. The crew and ARVN pauengers were 
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.' up after the' area . 
. .~as prepped byARA. extraction _s thendi . . ·lI.~e support couldbe employed against the enemy targets. The aircraft refueled at Lang 

Con 'and remained there while the preparation continued; ~: .' "~'l.: 
- . ,.-

.:.- .... 
~":. " • . ,-~,~, 

-, ':. 
The heaviest concentration of the. enemy was northors. horile'l'hoe' 

bend in the river east of the 4th Batt~on's location in the vicinity of .:,;;~­
. XD 455385. The river generally separated the NVA from the ARVN ... ·:~"· 
A FAC was on station with a set of fighters armed with CBU .. 
The FAC marked the target area with two marks, XD 455392 and ____ .. ;,,; 
457384. The FAC instructed the fighters to run the bombs 'north tosOl~~ 
or south to north between the marks but not ~o drop any bombs west 
river. The first fighter's bombs exploded on a line between XD 455386' 
and XD 450379. Further preparatory fires were delivered by the Cav 
and ARA; ARA also continued close fire support of the ARVN's west· . 
'ank without incident . 

Approximately two hours elapsed between the time the extraction 
broken off and the time of its resumption. Prior to the second atltel:n~lt 
the Cav conducted a visual reconnaissance of the PZ and drew only. 
sporadic fire. The Cav recommended an approacll from east to west '. 
and recommended a departure that required a 180 degree pedal turn':' 
in the PZ and an exit over the approach path. Th/l"first few sorties 
into the PZ reported receiving light fire. The pil'ots of the remaining' 
eight aircraft reported that they had picked up the last ARVN' at the 
The extraction was completed at 1705 hours. . , 

Initial contact with the sergeant in charge at the PZ revealed that 
65 personnel were to be extracted. The number of personnel actually 
e}.tracted was 8Z. Five aircraft were damagad by ground fire: three 
UH-IH's, one UH-IC and one AH-IG.Two AH-lG's and one UH-IH 
aircraft were destroyed .. The two pilots in the destroyed AH-lG were 
classified as MIA as a res"ult of the airc,raft crashing and burning. 
One other US personnel was WIA. The one company that broke off 
from the 4th Battalion in an attempt to find its own PZ was not extracted 
with the bjl.ttalion. . • 
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. AIRMOBILE STUDY GROUP"'" , ... 

EXTRACTIONS 

4 APRIL 19H' '.0 ' .• ' 

. ..,~. , 
GEN BERRY: . , •.... ;.,.~ 

After we have gone through some Of' the historical techniques ot':'~:. 
extractions, I want to discuss future techniques of extraction. Do we .~,.::::'.>; 
really want, in the future, to establish fir.e baSel, and 'Put artillery and:t~· 
heavy equipment on fire bases? In the future do we need to depend 801ely'~ 
on aerial rocket artillery, and less on a.rtillery that is set in circular cc:ii' 
positions and isolated fire bases, out in enemy territory? As we dis -'" : :':1~; 
covered in LAMSON 719 there always tends to be a hostile e~vironment:,i~. 
We lost the artillery, or we oIten did. We increased the damage and 10s8 ,"E 

to our helicoptera and our troops'. I very often find it at best di:f!i,cult.,~,;; 
at worst impossible, to extract not only heavy eqt:.ipment and arti1!e·r:y. 
also the soldiers from the fire bas~8 and perimeters. Perhaps ·a'.nG,the:r::'."f1 
approach is Dimply to put artillery into fire bases when YO'., det"rnilile"it~ 
is necessll.ry and then to write it off, feeling tha.t the t" tical s!,u.''''''IA 
may well develop that will make it imprudent [or u's to expose our he.a,,·If· 
liIt helicopters and even our alicks and crews to keep our artillery. 
These are some of the things that at the conclusion of this discussion 
will want to examine as imaginatively and as professionally as we can. , 
Let us get started on really discussing and analyzing the extraction 
techniques of LAMSON 719. 

COL DAVIS: 

Sir, I think in retrospect 'that the problems that we encountered w,~r'J: 
pretty much common throughout the operation. There are statistics by, 
which we_can compare the number" oJa~rcraft that were hit during the· . 
extraction and resupply of fire CHlses, versus the number that were 
making combat assaults. We know the time of day,_we know about WIl ...... :, 

is going on during that day from the daily operational summary'; We' 
find which aircraft wer~' hit during the extraction and the time they W4~l:,a; 
hit. It was not a significant loss to leave the artillery in place. By 
time of the extra.ction, three out of six t~? .. e.s were ope.r_ational. We 
to compare the cost of six good 105's versus the cost of one C8-47. 
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GEN BERRY:. 
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Ther~ i. a. great deal' of tradition iJ1v~l~e<l in the field artillery . 
neyer 10.ing it. gllDJl, and lor the field artillery it is' a line tradition. 
Bid lor airmobile artillery, particularly where the pieces are damaged'" 
or destroyed, we do have to balance destroyed artillery verau. a one.,:'<· 'o~,,;;' 
and one-halI million dollar aircraft with lour or five people aboard.' "- .. 
Then you gef into a dillerent weighing c',l the balance than you. do .'\11' rh~IJ:' Lj~i: 
you are on the ground. . '. , 

" 

MA:J KLOSE: 

One of the most diIIicult taslta is to pick up CItC parties.' I£the.".,~:,;..,,~~ 
forces have been imInobile and have not moved, the enemy is around ", ''c!{ 

'. ,~!,._:.~\,,4:I 

those forces and have set up their positions~ In the case of HOTEL Z, .. ·1 
we lived with this for almost a week and watched the situation '. 
the r, ·tInental conunander. We had continuous reconnaissance. TtLe]~e.; 
were t -ee reinforced <l.rtill-:rr ~tt.'-lions. El,,=e;:l.ts of the recon 
compa: and the engineer cornpa.ny were still at HOTEL 2. . 
bat· J.liona to the s· ·~thwest ha.d been inserted into GRASS .1. AA th<ev·'.~ 
moved, they had over 100 wo\.~ded. At least in'fol1r places we trl.eel 
extract them, and we resupplied them as often as we could. .It Deca.me,~ 
necessa.ry to insert the 3/3 Battalioli between fire base HOTEL'Z 
the 2/3, which was surrounded, and lilt them up. The initial plan 
to m.ove the wounded out of the CP of the 3/3. That was aborted be·ca,ut 
we took mortar fire. Within twenty minutes aft"r the decision was mlLCU 

to try and take out the wounded, the 3/3 CP was taken under heavy fire;;.;!, 
The 1/3 moved of[ the £ire base at this time and moved north, and the', 
two battalions, 2/3 and 3/3, together paned through the 1/3. The 
was fresh and was able to Blow down the enemy. They moved about 
kilometers north of HOT::L 2 and the entire regiment was extracted 
one day. The iznportant thing here is the movement. 1£ they had 
stationary and the enemy had ita antiai.z-craft weapons in place, they 
could have controlled the situation around the intended PZ. The mlov.e~ 
me~ forced the enemy to dismanUe his AA and artillery, carry it 
overland and set it up again. I believe that is the only reasotr thiB 
traction went as well as it did. 1 believe the enemy was in transit 
they ran into this blocking force (1/3), and they could not react as 
as we.did and therefore we extracted the-,'!.ntire three .battalions •. 
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COL DAVIS:' 
''','. ' 

One significaDt point about HOTEL '2. ' wa';C'tbe only, extraction 
that was conducted where an adc1ition&lunit wu brought' in to aid in the ,,<' 

.F • • •• , ..... • J.': ',- .. , 

extraction. The two battalion involved experienced heavycont&ct for" , 
. two or three days. All the unihwe -eXtracted had ,been in iie'avyc~htact': '« 
for an extended period of time. W, probably could not haVe picked a,c, "'" 
more diUicultlituation. They could almost be viewed' as rescUe oPera·,'S' 

;';:"~I'\; 

""~~:"1~it;l 
tiOnJl. 

GEN BERRY: 

, '~~ 

Let me elaborate on that. We're talking of extracHon un "pressuriii 
With a unit in "extraction under pressure" it becomes a rescue., That, 
melUlJl the ground unit has already found itself in dire straits, which ",.",,",' 
means that unless there is movemeDt to c~nge the environment, the,:'" 
helicopters that are going into and coming out of the pickup zone find' 
themselves leaving the air environment and moving into heavy g , 
contact 80 that if the helicopter comes in and out of the PZ an~enter. ' 
grouc d b~,ttery then t."e m:n.all arms, rocket launchers. and mortar' 
machine guns 'come AA weapon8~ The aircraft fi'rid themse1v'es,g~~i~ 
right into the center of the hole of the doughnut. the doughnut being:',t he,,~ 
en::my and the hole, being the PZ. ' " 

MAJ :LOSE:" 

The timing is critical in movement. We put airstrikes ahead of 
force moving north. and as a Iringe benefit they counted 158 bodies as 
result of these airstrikes. We had attempted to neutralize the PZ pe:nQl~ 
their arrival, but they never got to that intended PZ. , So. it was reiLJL.LV 
a WOlsted efIort. My point is this: the ground force is going to have tei 
move. If they move too early, it will allow the enemy to follow their 
movement. The Air Mission Commander and the Ground Conunander' 
should have a plan. Ideally they should be able to determine how long 
the ground force will take to be able to .get to the PZ, and then tell . 
15 or 20 minutes before they will'have to move in order to get there on 
~ime, and if it's not successful they will have to break to another ' .. _0. ~ 

COL DAVIS: 

1 was thinking of the 2d Airborne Batt ... .lion. ,It took two days of", 
", . 

XI-3 
CQ F 4f • '!5::r ITI:Q,t .. 

'." 

--------" ,-----,-----'----r-·-'·--·--~-·-



• 
• 

~. t~t'"" .... 
. . 

movb2I before-we could extract , '. DELTA where 

we tried.to ,et in and eV&(:uate , . "b,elSn occupied since, 

10 Feb by the l::;t ARYN InfDiv, then by One~f tbe,'Y.N,MC regiments. 

Not only coUldn't we extract, we could not even resupply .them. .After 

they r.:loved off the hill, we' started p\11lillg them outwithout'~ci~ell~ " ," 

The succeufu1 ones that we did followed movemellt from a axed position. 
.' 

This was done at considerable cost. "" .' :. ';,<;;':4 
··-4," .. ;~. 

MAJ KLOSE: ",' . ," j 
We ::1.0 had a problem res~pPlrinB '~ese people. I trink it wo~i';~~i:::·. 

be best to over supply them when we can. Selld in a couple of basic loa.de~~l 
ammuniticm. medical supplies, and food, one of which would not be , .:;, 

tapped weas the aituation was critical. That would be saved untU they:';, 

are ready to Inove. The ground troops could be advised that they would .··.iii­

Ilet be extracted from this FB ;md would have the Ileceuary s.uppliesto· .. ,':;\ 

take with th\'!m. ' . ';t 

.... 

GEN BERRY: 

In or'~cr to construct fire ~ses, particularly those !ire bases ·th;Lf'( 

co r.:lve artillery on them, we put Jozers in, and then you havethe, 

dozers and the artillery as inhibiting factors in getting people all , 

fire ',ase. It may well be that in the future of airmobUe operations. we' ' 

will have to rely on mortar support rather than a.rtillery. The light: '. , 

mortar, the 81, the ma..u-portable mortar, not the 4. Z, although if' 

technokZy may permit the development of a 4.2 man-portable morta,r, 

then we'd be somewhere. Principally, it still works well within the O.LlfIUl 

mortar to provide the close_in fire support and then depend 011 aerial 

weapons to provide the needed £ire power. I think that LAMSON 719' ill 

one aense may have been a. mixed breed. That i8, we were tryiJl8 to 

use traditional ground me"thods ·to establish Ii re bases which may have 

a!"propriate here in QuaIlg Tri, but which proved to be inappropriate 

the enTironrnent of ·LAMSON 719 •. It is this type of lessonwe are trrillla::;~ 

to extract here. • 

MAJ KLOSE: 
- ----.. 

It would be too mlich in one da.y to put in two infantry battalions, 

recon cmnpany, engineers, and give them two hours to prepare the " 

sitea and then put in the howitzers. It might well be better to make an 
auault. with the infantry followed by an engineer company alld .a,om~=timtl.~ 

XI-4, -
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during the day get the ,", ' dozer on thesfte 
for 24 hour.. Its first priorltYTIould,be sand thengwi ' 
positions the next day. provided that this "" ra.nge of our' 
supporting artillery, and that we do not leaplrog~ts!dt;.therangeswe,;, 
built. Then the guns are brought in the second day; they backhaul the·; 
'bulldozer out, then we use the bulldozer on another LZ later. ,'Airmobile ,c.: 
operations are very expensive and very risky. We use the same ~~~.>. 
ment judgement when we recover a helicopter. Can we do it safely? ,:"/,,\?,~,,. 

U we can't, we won't recover it. The same thing applies to artillerY"~;>;'lc;& 

I think we ~ learned 80mething l~om HOTE:L Z.;. , '. . .' "';::\~ 
COL DAVIS. , " . . ".,{~ 

;~i,l 
I don't think we learned enough; We did the same thing again. 1 ,;.':"f, 

think the HOPE operation was highly successful. They did not ~ave . .;::'J 
artillery, did not put in bulldozers. We used the true chara~teristics:);!, 
of an airmobile division. continuous movement. 'The area was every .. ~:. ," 
bit all hostUe as any other area, but those two battalions were not tied' , 
toa fixed fire base. We have used flexibility of airmobUity where .... ,.' .. '"" 
get the p~ople in; then we irr.m,· :liately vio1ate this concept. Actually 
negate the very characteristics of capabUities that aid us because we ,:";"",,,. 
immediately tie ourselves to' a fixed installation; and that is not 'air~ 
IIlobUityor use of the airmobUe concept. 'Gen Bero!£'Y has already aUluCllecl 
to the !act that we are airmobile to a point and then we place ourselves, 
where eneIIlY artillery from 15 or ZO, kilometers away can range in on': ' 
On this, I would say the value of the tube artillery on LOLO was neg·-·'.: 
ligible because they couldn't shoot it. Anytime they tried to use 
the guns they took enemy mortar. and artillery. I would think, 
I don't know if we can show it or not. the value of Fire Base LOLO __ '_",', 
negligible. The troops were tied doWn. They would try to fire. then 
knocked out or they could not man the guns. We put ammo in there alll<i;;i.; 

not only did they not lire it. but it was never even unpacked from the 
crate8. Troops either would not or could not get out of their holes. 
think LOLO and HOPE and the whole business would have been just as ': 
well prepared U it had been supported ]:Iy gunships. ARA. the FAC's, >­

and aerial weapons using movement as a primary means of protecti~ , 

MAJ KLOSE: .. _ .. 
I agree 100 per cent. The fire base was a very expensive prop- , 

osition. We move better than the enemy .. does .. We r't~upply better 
he doe., and we have better fire power. 'the minute we give qp one . . . 
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lot"'i~'l'he :inetlwcl of operating with 
the HAC BAO (ARVN Black Panthers" ·be'liiled with an infantry 
battalio~ or regimeDt provided we knoW ihatthey are 'goiDg to be in lor 
a certaiD amount ol time and have already planned -to extract them and 
make sure that they have their ... ault supply with them to last the time' 
'they are l01Dgto be.'out there. It is more ol a raid type operatiOn than . 
one ol occUl yiDg a lire base; . 

.. ':~':~'. 
COL DA "'IS . . . .. ·';<~rI ,: ... ' ... ,.., , -, " ., ',,:>,';:s. 

The lire baae concept should not be used v' concert with the air- ,,~ 
mobUe concept. That type 01 concept of l!xed fire bases would have be,"n~ 
more in concert with ground movement, ground attack and e~tablillhing >,:'~ 
a lire base as iD WWIr tactics.' . ";i' 

','{t 

GEN FERRY: 
• 

In our original pIa n, which called lor advancing along Route 9 we 
,envillioned m:uobag bUlldozers and plows to push the loliage back along 
the route. If we ~d put all of our artillery bases along Route 9 and if ," 
llie armor had gone forward, the artillery could have been inserted on ' 
theaefire bases by helicopter. Then truckll could have driven in to 
provide the needed mobUity for that artillery. If we had put no .. ~ .. ~ ... elC) 

out en the high groUnd to the northwest of Route 9 and put oiUy iurnlOllU", 

;md foot mobile infantry out there, the ARVN would bave retained their 
airmobility. In rdrollpect, this would have combined the arti~lery with . 
the ground units and relied on resupply of artillery amnlunition princi­
pally by vehicle but also by helicopters whe'-l appropriate. Then we 
would have continued with the inherent advantages of mobility on the 
high ground to the north and south. If we bad to do it over again and if 
controlled the planning of the ground maneuver, I believe that is the 
we IIhould do it. 

LTC DUNAWAY: (WORKING GROUP DIRECTOR) 

If we had gone much fa.rther', we would have had to do something 
like this for a rearm/refuel point out there. "" 

-'. 
MAJ MILLS: 

The ARA had & great amount of diIfi~flty in_ cOffil!l.unications •. 
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We had trollble 
the mortars whiCh. were firing uPOn U' leD1, 
fix on the direction, that would keep uS !rc)lJ1fr~ig •• ··tci··gh,e .,." 
protection when they ar~ taking incoming. uppr.4. ";/,,. 
some of that mortar fire. Another point}: like , " isthata,"'c} 

, heavy defensive fire laid down lIy that ground iorce ",ould pUl: UII ' 'f.";" 
from their perimeter and let us supp:~e .. out where that mortar, 
comiDg from.' , ',' 

, L'f~ RIDER: (CO, 2/17 CAY) .', ' .. 

What is at lau1~ ia a language problem. I will makereIerence' 
spec' fically to t1 Zd Airborne Battalion. I worked with them lor a"'n,~,,~:. 
three hours trying to determine Irom where'the'y were getting morta~,', .",,,,,,,0; 

lire. They aometimes gave you the direction Irom their position whe 
the mortar landed. I finally made them lDderstandI wanted.to kno""·'w'he~. 
the y were coming .Irom, in what direction ill the mortar, where is 
enemy. I used 80 many terms that I have forgotten hall oI them. , 
we determined that the enemy Iire was Iromabout 110 degrees. At 
t'..=e I dmply drew a little circle :WOO meters out to 35()O m!'ters '''-;,''t.:~ 
said he WOI.8 8=e",,11ere in there, the only logical place being on 
of the hill. We put two &irstrikes' there and they never received " 
round. ,The ARVN didn't receive another mortar l:ound until they'W, ',e',re' 
en the moye that riight. Then they got mortar fire Irom&notherlocl~n,~ 
This is one of the big problema IroIr,l our standpoint, getting the' DrO'D'er.. 
information from the ARVN in or der to help them. ' 

GEN BERRY: 

The Vietnamese knew tl:,1.t the enemy was monitoring their radio. : 
neta. Any call sign that came on their nets that they were not . 
with, they often would not reply to thinking that it could be the enemy. :' 

LTC RIDER: 

Tlili. instance came up with the 4/i Battalion and even in the 
condition they were in, it took me about 15 minutcll., to get them to 
to me. I finally go them to talk to me by referring to OXHOII.N wl:lich';" 

they were Iamili&r wiliJi. I told them I could help them, and they saILa.: 
"Who are you?" I finally Baid, ''1 am OXHORN'S daddy." The.y .... , ........ ,..; 
.tood that. So the langu&ge problem walL.o.ne oCthc bi.s problema' 
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.faced ill'the 'I ry fire ba8~~ 
is a valid concept for airinobUe resupply these people on the move we could prepare resupply zones, 
ahead of them. This is what we did at 'lJOP~i~.,resupplied them twi,c, So I belieye that the fire base withh.eav:y we'apc,;"sisan 01dc9ncept and. ',I.ndeu airmobUe operation.e. We reacted much fasier ,than,the:NVA;,,;, 
His tactics are nothiDg. They have been devel.oped over a pe,d~.?rY~~~f One of these tactics ill to zero in on, static pontions and then put anti-,~, .. : 
aircraft weaporul around that poaition~ and,th~ big;thiDg 'wa,8 ev~ry~t'*il""i, you came in to re8upply or atten:pt to extract. the enemy could make" " . . . ". '-'. ""'., very expensive for you. The 0'1y way to negate this type of tactic lat-.

i move and put him in an unprepa.red posture. ," 
,,0 .''''~;~ 

. . . . . . ,~~~~~ 
MAJ KLOSE:'~,( 

, -The artillery has to be aa mobile aathe groimd forces it supports" That mean!! you have to have aelt-propelled howitzers. In our ca8e We, ' put them in !ire balles and this artillery became atatic, even though 
infantry had to move away from the fire base. 

LTC RIDER: 

Another point i8 that we should disengage the.units that are ~e;Il.""'·," heavily engaged, yet it appears to me during this operation we extl::;~cte.4 the units which were m 1t heavily engaged. 

MAK KLOSE: 

I dbagr~e. Take the case of~/lst. We got the entire 1st Rej\'t' 
but 4/lst came laat. I think it was more of a combination of factors,,: one of which WlLB the communication problem. We spent a lot of time shooting close to the wirlo. Every'time a gunship went over. they " 
they were receiving fire ['om it, and tbey were not. The NVA choose fire their mortars when the choppers came over. It increased the c fusion by masking the sound of mortars with that of helicopters and caused a l&ck of confidence in the supporting arms. Given the set of ' circumstance II that we . ;d, the movement, the tactrcs the NVA w~,r,.",~-, using, I don't see how we could have done it any difIerenUy.--- -

: 
LTC RIDER: 

• Generally speaking, we were called upon in the extraction·'Ol1,a.""to 

,--------_ .. 
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• 
restrain the' enemy aci1mLce 
.tarted to eloBe with infantry. .. '. 
in preparation for the extraetlonwerc' .' ve'h." 'small area 
around the pz. Thil is undeelrable. '; I think it wouldbc .. better used. 
farther away from the PZ.. We commOnlyIiredarClund the fire base. ," , ' ,: 
i think we would have been more effective if we would have been farther: 
away slowin:; down this closing-in process or the NVA. About 40 pe~ 
cent of the time during the extraetioll' phase. we were firing in 'support'" 
of the unit in contact rather than getting out and hitting the enemy bCIore' '. ' 

they could close in. .' , . , ':',:~~i 

~MRR~'~ 

With our reso"rces and with ourorganLation, in view or the cir­
cumstances we encountered, could we have organized ourselves and 
used our resources to provide close-in rire support, coordination and, 
reconnais sance' through means other than the Cav? • 

LTC RIDER: 
" 

In order lor.us to have conduc~ed reconnaisBanfe and screening in.' 
depth, we would have needed· movement or ground Ior.ces around the· ..... 
ct:J.tic poaition. .' 

COL DAVIS: 

In the. tinal stages around Fire B:J.se DEL'fA, we saw a reluctance 
or inability to move out and to secure a reasonable size area around 
the !ire base. As a result, the Cavalry was employed to fill the void., 
You were actually drawn in as were the gunships and everything else to; 
the job that a ZOOO-man inrantry brigade should have done by th"rnJlel.v .. ,. 
This took you trom yo'u primary' area of operation. 

GEN BERRY: 

You -have to coordinate the movemEmt or the ground troops with aU' 
or the reconJLaissance , all of the supporting fires, ~nd all of the 
lIupplying, so there is a unity of command. To go b&ck to tht:.bc!ginniDl~ 
ot this operation and b'(lcause of its peculiar nature, a single lack, 
in many ways a tatal lack, was in unity or command • 

' ... .;., ...... ..,. .... 

• 
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MAJ KLOSE:' 

Given the AR VN reluctance to lea~~' • " 'DI~ 
could use this to our advantage."'Estab1ish1ng , '," 
expect a thrust from any'direction iii' ~360,degreearc. KI1,C .wlrut' 
this. we say we are going to establish this firehase and we 
to eva.cuate this Iirehase 96 or 120 hours a.Iter it has been esauull,Aj=a.,-" 
Knowing that the enemy is coming. we could have four or five'pl,ans 
ol eva.cuation using the path ol least resistance; but 120 hours Cr",m" 
the time we have estab'.lllhed this .. firebaae;, (we have already 
to ha',-e a.irstrikes on station at 10-minute intervals) we evacuate it' , 
and can bring to bear all this !ire power on the enemy. We have 
the enemy where we want him because he is reacting to our m1ovleIIlellt,.'::;:' 

COL DAVIS: ,'';-

• 
We had them aurronnded but it takes a concentra.ted effort both '" 

from inside the doughnut and &lao outside •. You can 't do it solely.".;,', 
Irom the outside. ' ' " 

MAl KLOSE: 

We know we could lay in ARC LIGHTS, three liays in'ad'vallce 
would give UII an area to leave from.. For exampie, if we were _ .. il"" 
to leave at 0300 hours and head northeast oIl DELTA, between 0100., 
and 0300 hours we would put an airstrike in that area' and then statf: 
... ur movement. By sunrise we would have cleared the firebase and ' 
,irepower could be brought to bear in a 360 degrl!'e radius around " ' 
the Ilrebase.'· " 

GEN BERRY: 
, " 

On the subject of ARC LIGHTS, what is their purpose? You iiee' 
them aI firepower (supporting). Most view them as destructive fire" 
used against known intelligence .. -Tber-e are always those who 
"What 18 your target?" or "On what intelligence do you base thole 
ARC LIGHT targets?" However, ARC LIGHTS have proven extrenl.e],y 
effective in preparing the way for the infantryman. ._', 

XI-IO 

C.UNP iOtN 11ft 
-t' ·:::1.·~·· - ' 

'---'--_._ .. _---.,.----



M;-: -;:.' . 
. 2~;.:~ .". 
.~/>:.-. 
"..'~, :. 

:;f~~· .. 
. .- .. ~ 
~~ 
-,.J: 

,. 

. ~ -, 

• 

'-" ,,' 

Why not attack the enemy' •• h'elllgtl1?' 

:; ::~~u~:::,,~:~:~AC ;:ciHTC01S"Ui'I1, ;~%:o~~1;:~~:;;:~l~~~!~(C~'O~:'1':tJ';"',-':;;_' 
inga.1 we go and then three or I011r hours later. ", ";:,:;;,~,:~ 
from the ARC LIGHT area?' ,",:, ' 

, ',Y' ";':~:~~'~i 
LTC RIDER: 

To be ,uccesdul, you n'eed:rlafGen B~rry ~u;ntioned.' unity 
of commalld. Without it, the technique doesn't work too well., It ' 
needs coordinated a.ction where the ground forces do this at this 
ti:'Ul and your fire auets do this at this time. Unleu things are 
coordinated, agreed, and executed. based on uni~y of command, ,the', ", 
concept will not work.' , " 

p' 

LTC DUNAWAY: 

I was talking to th~ I'~'oFle :-.t I'ASC V ~CTOR. They thought full,:::"'",, .. ~. 
WilJ! ~ll planned and t::>ey wcre acc".;i~'<l us o! constOlntl)" changing it," ' 
once we h",d it planned. They could not react fast enough to the " 
cb.ani;e. we were znaking. p" 

COL DAVIS:' 

~t is a real good point. The day we had the briefing lor that 
raid. Col Vallejo brought with him about lour FAC's and when they' 
left, they bad gained quite an appreci.tion for what was involved. 
But if we had changed our smoke eight tUnes that day, they wouldn't 
have said a word because up until that point, I don't think they knew 
what was involved. 

GEN BERRY: 

We -should bave brought the Air 'Force into our planning more.' ( ", 
Now Vallejo himself was responsible for bringing, those FAC '. in. .." 
It took Vallejo a.t the working level, who had been with the op'~J.:;.tion 
throughout its entirety': 'to bring understanding and flexibility to 
the situation. 
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Thb brings us back to our • . weare.getUng , 
ready to insert or extract~ at that time, 'We could"wQ'auangements " 
for a tanker to be on ~tatiOJl for an 8-12 'hou'r'period 1al6iring th&i ,,' 
we might stack up aircraft; . ..: ::,,' , """~';" . ,. 

".-. .~ . . ~':. :" 

LTC PHILLIPS: 

The benefit of inc:1udon of the Air Force. in our planning . 
we had demOllJltrated the other day •. They were at the point ·o! .... u ... p •• ~ 
ing, I tbjnlr .. by virtue of being at the briefing~ I called them 
and said there WIU going to be a delay and theFAC sa:id,"I Bent, 
them away 5 minute. ago for refueling". He had anticipated because 
he knew the plan. He knew where I was and was able to anticipate.,. 
when the smoke would be needed. So," on his own initiative', .. he"," . 
sent them back to refuel so they would be on station when I.needed th.~m:·~ 

.' ,', 

COL DAVIS: 

• . k 
This eoes back to an earlier point that was nude aboufthit, . 

liber:11 clistribution of TAC par~iea. i think that the FAC realiy· ..... ','"·~." ... , 
what we have been '.;&lJdng about. Every day dW'ing the oPeration,:"C' 
smoke waa a crida. An ALO with the Aviation Group could aOllv,~i 
I: :lny o! our 'problema. .' 

MAJ KLOSE: 

As an example of flexibility, LTC Phillips' raid worked 
perfectly. The act that we could deliberately execute that plan 

,,~ ... 

IU1d get in and out scot free shows that we can probably do this at 
our own choosing. To support this type of operation, the Air Force 
have considerable flexibility and responsiveness in their schedule. 

OEN DERRY: . -
There is one other lesson from that operaUon.-. We had the near 

eat thing to unity of comm.and in that raid a8 we did in anythlJii' dti,.inll 
LAMSON 719. Col G141 CADC, ht ARVN In! Div) and I were given, 
the responsibility of that rail and yet we had to argue to extract .. '.~. 
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OIl the day that·;'. we. extract tho~e, 
lorees tomorrow, 'we could guarantee" . . . . c;legreeof alisuranee' 
that w~ will extract with ~umo~nolosseti 'am~g your grourd lorces 
and among the support!hgai1:cn.rt-;'Uwearerequired·to'lteeptha.t·' 

. force OIl the ground an ad'ditio»al day,'we can give you no.~uch· '. .... -;f 

:~,-\!!!,antee'. In Iact, the oddii:ar{veryhigh that we will have heavy' ,.c.'~' 
loue. among the grO\1ild.(orciits.and the supporting aviation forces. ": .. , : 
It _.only after a cm,U~onta'tion th",twe were permitted to extract···· 
those forces at a time ~~,P1aceofour choosing. 

. --. ~:;:;,:'~:' ........ :, .. ~-.>., '" ... i' . . ' .' -, . -:~. .' ,_.,-

LTC RIDER: .; .. ' 

.: .. 
A few hours before the Jor.ce was extracted, . an ' enemy force was 

seen moving toward their ,podtion.' Luckily, an ARC LICHT landed. 
right on top of them. There was no body eount but 1 imagine the 
casualties were heavy. .. , . • 

, 

COL DAVIS: 
. "";' 

I wo-..ud like to have see U8· reinsert, in a dUfo rent aT""" the 
ea.me groo..lp that we extract~d. 

LTC RIDER: • 

This get. back to what tb.:!. purpose of the raid wall. 
gain nuximum efiectivenesa oI the ground unit. then we have the 
cart in Iront of the horse by basing the insertion point in the 
general area, baled on intelligence from aerial reconnaissance. 
UII the d 'f they were on the ground plus the next morning prior to 
the extraction to actually locate where the specific targets should 
have been. Since we did not do this recon prior to the insertion •.. 
we missed the best targets. '. , 

crn BERRY: 
, .. 

To go back to an earlier point. I believe that artillery mUllt 
be a6 mobile as the troops it supports. I believe we should keep 
the tawed 105 and 155. , They are still valuable in airmobile--&per,ltioDJj 
and particula.rly raid.;.t:ype operations. I think it would be very un­
wise to lose the type of artillery we can pick up ar d move by helie 
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COL DAVIS: 

The a.rtUlery that wenHnto LOLO '. ,~er:y~e~.U1: ' ,0, 

lor three ciay. alter it went in. After a lew, more "went .by.~~;};~',;",-

it was impoll8ible. During the first lew day. oI LOLO, we ,had',".:f;,,:c"':i;\,': 

no trouble resupplying them. After three day. resupply and ext,rit.cl~o.~,;:",.t 

was prohibited by the NV A. 

MAJ KLOSE: 

The let ARVN InIantry Division were not alwaYII g~ided by 'the' 

airmobile doctrine. 

COL DAVIS: • 

I think they were in the HOPE operation. It was a perfect exa~pl~';" 

of what airJIlObUity should be. A. long as 'you are moving, airmobile " 

operations work very well and "cUh minimum expense. But the • , 

you tie any pa.rt of that airmovile 9peration down to a static : ,oSition~, 

it is no longer an airmobile Operation;, It becomes a ogre .,ld opera" ti1111';)i 

and should be supported accordingly. ' ...' 

CPT GOER TEMILLER: 

Although the AR VN had be ~n trained well in airmobile tactics, 

in this operation they learned a tremendous amount. I believe they' 

are considering the use of less artillery in an operation of this 

type. In the evacuation of HOTEL 2, it was quite a blow to the', 

division commander. but he realized that he freed himsell of a. mill 

stone aroWld his neck. So, when he briefed his regimental cD,:rnrruln,de~J 

on the operation into LZ HOPE, he told them that very probably the' , 

artillery will have to be left behind; and when these lirehasea " 

were aba.ndoned, it was no great loss to them . 
. " ... 

GEN BERRY: 

.; . 

You remember the artillery was to go on LOLO to support the ':,': 

landing on LIZ. It became a.pparent during the day to the division.' 

commander tliat the implanting of artillery on LOLO was not e •• e.nt:t.a; 

to th~ landing on LIZ. .'-;'" 
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I th:~ that they did come to this .It was probably 

a good thing that the artillery on' LOLOwas not ready when they went 
into LIZ. It sbowed that they didn't liaveto have it. It would have.. '.' 
been additional support i! they ~d had it. Later on in an~ope'r~tiosi" . 
of this type, they can probably get by without having artillery' 
support Irom a nrebase whUe inserting on another one. 

. • . i . 

GEN BERRY: . . > ·."~jl 
As I look over the past nine months, we have tended to become yery~" 

conservative in our airmobile operations feeling that 'We mID t inse'rt ou~~'; 
cOtnbat assault within 105mm howitzer range. We want to keep our los.·.· 
to a tninimwn •. And yet this conservatism may have contributed to;a:. . 
set mentality and enabled the enemy to easily predict our. plano! ~:.: 
operation. One of the first things that 1 became involved in ...... . 
right alter my arrival to this division in July was wrapping up a 
atudy concerning the number 01 Cobras needed in an AHA battalion;·. 
We had 36 and they wanted to reduce to 24. If the number had been 
: <,duced to 24 prior to this operation, it would have been·harmful;'.:··· 

COL DAVIS: .' 
The basis oC issue is 24 but USARV has maintained it at 36; . 

MAJ MILLS: 

The 36 came Crom a direct DX [or the Charlie models. Eight' 
Cobras replaces 1Z Charlies. There i& no way to keep them on staIC1CIQ·:' 
and they cannot\react to the number of missions or carry the 'rocket 
load. We won't be able'to 11y the number of sorties required in or .. 
to support an airmobile division. 

MAJ K-LOSE: , .. 

They said that eight Cobras deliver the ",me"a.mount of nre 
power a8 12 UH-IC's,. but they forgot the area in which it had.to "'_"';,1 

delivered . 
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MA1 : rILLS: 
'.,' 

',:', ' " , ,::~,C··~, , ,,' " ' 
I Ieel we have the greatest .uce .. ,Wbenwe!,e:r-e' . ."xt~~cling the:., , 

lour battalion. 01 the lat Regt. We were talking.,.direcUy:li1tJ!, the~~~ '.' 
'on the ground, rather than being Iarmed out to the AMC:.oi aJlClthe~~:,;'~" 
agency to try to work second hand with, this information and when 'III!--:,::;:,',,:c: 
were physically talking with the people that were located on ~he' ':~\~f::;',"':~~­
ground with the ht Regt, we knew exactly where they were. ·:;~<;';"'if 

GEN BERRY: , ,"'" .. '. -';::~f:~1 
Do you feel that we reduced.the eIfectivenells oI the ARA as compared: 

with other operations? ,~H 

MAJ MILLS: '. 
I don't believe I'm in a position to say. I have no idea in the 

world what we actually hit when someone said, "Suppress that, 
ridge line. " 

MAJ KLOSE: '. '. 

.' 
There is & definite need lor a system to mark·the friendly troo.p,s, 

which is not apparent to the enemytl)'oops on the ground. We have:',?, 
had so many instances of not being able to fire our helicopter ':.': 
'"eapons because we could not determine where the Inan on tl.e ground, 

was. I propose that sOInewhere in the R&D program we come up with' 
a system whereby we can get a visual display from.our helicopters: 

',' . 

o! where the troops are on the ground. A m:lrker of some kind ill n .... cll_,·' 

ed or an indicator from which you could g~t a readout which-could 
mark for you the physicaJ.. presence o! the Inan on the ground. Each, 
Inan should have something attached to him which would indicate w}, .. " .. ,,1 

he iI. I think this thing would have to be listed a8 one of the Inajor 
problem~ in Operation LAMSON 719. Are you familiar with the tape 
the Air Force has for night obser;;..tio;'? 

LTC RIDER: 

We also need f)'TIething for day time. 
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MAJ MILLS: 
'1"", "."",,.;.~,." ' -'" 

The Air Forc.has something that they a mark •.. At night it 
makes aluminous splotch' which is' visible for 7to 8.hour8,I'don't.· 

. know how it is employed." In the daytime they have a similar object '0; , . 
'.-:. '; 

that puts out a red stain. I belieire it could be put in a grenade 
type container that the ground trooplcan employ •. 

. ;,: 
;. ,.-,"i",",,"" 

· ... "·-:··'-:~~~r;7' .. 
. ;. '; '. 

CPT OOERTEMILLER:.,.· .. ":';":'j:¥': 

In our discuuion we di~c~::~d t~~W.~il;ty of the ARvN to ~e~~;. 
the PZ in Illl1ny cases. The ARVN were shocked at the num.ber oJ enemy',;, 
troops they ran into. The NVA were extrem.ely difficult to stop. ' .. '~ 

OEN BERRY: 

• 
Could you study and identify these people Ior UI? It can only 

be done ~hrough your channels. Have we been unfair to ARVN in any 
of our statements here? 

CTP GOER TE}.llLLER: 

I don't think BO. Many of the things you said ~ould be less 
than favorable to the ARVN. However, they work under a different :',. 
command structure. Below the reg.imental level; the battalion cOin:;" 
mander has almost a free hand in controlling his unit. The regim.e 
conlffi&nder just gives him a general guideline. Above regiment 
level, it is much tighter. Therefore, for the div:sion commander to . 
make a decision or to plan early is very difficult. In almost all cases " 
he has to get the OK of his next higher commander. I think this may' 
be one of the reasons why in many cases the ARVN did not let their 
supporting units know wnat the plans were. For example the move 
of! LOLO. I was in the operation center when the regimental 
commander called back and asked permission to move of! LOLO. 
was no doubt in his mind that he had to move, but he still had to 
get permis sion to do it. 
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GEN BERRY: 
" , 

, Give us a description of the command re1a.tionships,aacY0H aee them 
in the 1st ARVN Infantry Division. Also give us a descriptio): ,of the 
'enemy tactics and his morale. 1': ... 1. would aid a great deal in the , 
understanding of the environment of thiB operation, which ia a 
necessary part of this report. 

CPT GOER TEMILLER: .; :.,: . 

,,";. T_ 

",' 

I would like to make a comment on a couple other things. For 
example, the failure of ARVN unita to answer aircraft when they did 
not know the call sign. At first the ARVN used Vietnamese words as 
their call Digna; but they weren't pronounced properly by the American 
pilots; thus Vi "tnamese were reluctant to answer.' Later we .used , 
letter designation call signa (Whiskey, Delta) which the ARVN knew 
how to pronounce. This worked out much better. 

"EN BERRY: '. For the first time in operating with the Vietnamese, we had a 
lack of American a:dvisor& working directly with thctn on the ·grou'nd. 
So the advisor, who is a necessary intermedio:.ry l:ietwcen the ARVN 
and the Americans, was absent in this critical operation. It aeems 
to me that if we add all these adverse conditions together, 

.. 

it ia amazing this operation went as well as it did. It will be months 
however, probably the end of this calendar year before knowledgeable 
people will be able to accurately asses s the value of Operation J..J"M""'''!'''C 
719. 
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ANNEX. A 
"";:.' .. ' .. ' . 

REFERENCE DATA 

CLASS ill A AND V A SUPPLY STATUS 

B FEBRUARY - 24 MARCH 1971 • 

This annex is corr.,.>osed of Figures A-I through A-B. depicting· 
daily supply etatus of aviation-associated classes'" suppl, . 
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.Ml'!. ON HAt.1> • < .... ~ :<~.: 
~' 

, '> • .,'" .," 
S, Feb 82,000 ei,coo , . 9 Feb 80,000 0 2o',C,'j()", 

" • , 10 Feb 63,000 30,000 49, J()()', ' 
11 Feb 130,000 113,400 1.1,,000 
12 Feb 118,000 45,400, 57,400 " 
13 Feb 60,000 24,800 " 

. 
P2,S()O, 

14 Feb 42,000 24,600 4' 'CO·" . , , '. ",. , 

15 Feb 114,500 120,200 47,700, .' .. ~ . 
, .. , 

16 Feb 113,500 23,200 24,200 . 
" ~~ . 17 Feb 96,500 15,000 n,OC(l : '_ .. '.'-1. 

, , 
.'. ~:".~,:;~.;. 18 Feb 82,000 9,600 ::t..,'OO " ' 

19 Feb H2,200 98,100 ,~., 91:';'\ '"" 
, " ~"' . 

20 Feb 121,000 f1,4OC 52,~··C' ' .... 
21 Feb 88,000 23, leo 56,1()O . ' . .: 

22 Feb 105,500 ~3,500 L(,,(',oo 
23 Feb 146,Q1() 94,<000 ~I.,1 00' 

, 

21, Feb 193,1 r() 72,0/'0 '5,PQ('! 
25 Feb 204,;' :;0 35,800 ?.4/)/)() ,~". '-
2r) Feb 164,500 ' ;;R, 3')0 , ",. 6G,3f.:O 
27 Feb 143,500 31 ,5C'lJ 

#. 52,500 : 
21) Feb 168,500 73,?OO 1'~ ;>00:' ~, ., : 

, ' 1 }~r 154,000 41,50l' 56,C'OO 
2 I-Br 117,000 ' 124,cr~ 'n,-::OO 
J I1lr 104,800 75,0)0 f2,010 
4 Mar 100,000 en,ooo 7/S,(lOO 
5 ~ar 210,000 165,700 ~r" 7IJO ., I1lr 200,000 "S ,O'JO t,r:- , COO 
7 Mar 2(,: ,000 9",roo 'J" , (\")0 ' 
8 }ilr 280,000 100,300 ~J,300 

.' 
". , 

Figure A-1 (u) Olaaa III A Supply St;-, tu,; i:he ~'ant. (u) 
: 
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• ~ em RAND " .~> Isr:yw,n '~ 
T .::"1 \ 

9 J.tlr 280,000. " . ,;3;700 . . ''"' ": . 
1 0 J.tlr 280,000 0 ',,,. 

:-,r~ ., 0 
'0 "-:,' • 11 Mlr 226,200 

" 53,000,· ~ .. " 
','" 12 M!l.r 200,200 7, 26,(0) 

13 Ml1' 165,400 53,400 88,000 "'''.'.-' . 14 J.tlr 215,000 1JIi,900 47,300 . 
-,', 15 Mlr 211,000 14,QOO 1B,f.ro <';1 16 J.hr 145,000 - ,~;,. .. ' :0 85,000 ... -~'~:i.';::l{ t.-, 

17 ~hr 159,000 53,100 49,000 ,cC', , 
, ..... '} ... ." 

18 J.tlr 190,000 !\Q ,500 50,200 .<T:Y': .. ' 

19 Mlr 239,000 , 03,500 54,000 
. . ", ~. 

s 
.20 J.tlr 160,000 77,200 151' ,.200 

.... : >:' 
.21 J.tlr 240,000 167,000 €7,OOO 
22 Mlr 200,000 54,600 ~~i:'OO 
23 H<ir 230,000 70,000 1/'. ,O'1() 
24 loBr 220,000 65,300 75,360' 

' . 
. ' 

Figure A-1' (U) (continued) Class III A Supnly Stc>tus "'heSiinh 
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ON HAND 
.. '~ 

~. 
". .. """ .. '75 000 • ; I" .: 

28" Feh,71: '~~ 50.0' . 8 Feb 30,000. 85,000 " . " , 
9 Feb 40,000 85,000. 25,000 . . .? !'~r:n:;~;cr,{l· .. · 

10 Feb 100,000 10,000 10,000 " -\.,. °500' ., '. .. . ... ,.,. .. 

11 Feb 100,000 15,000 70,000 . . .,:: ~,;;.~'~:i::. 
12 Feb 45,000 75,000 60,000 
1.3 Feb 60,000 70,000 40,000 
14 Feb 90,000 20,000 '. .. 50,000 
15 Feb 60,000 75,000 ·····50,000 
16 Feb 85,000 15,000 10,<X')0 
17 Feb 90,000 45,000 40,000 
18 Feb 95,000 45,000 75,000 
19 Feb 65,000 45,000 75,mO 
20 Feb :;5,000 ',0,000 25,000 
21 Feb '0,000 70,000 50,000 
22 Feb 90,000 30,000 35,000 • : "F·.· 

23 Feb 85,000 55,000 50,000 
24 Feb 90,000 25,000 .25,000 
25 Feb 90,000 25,000 45,000 
26 Feb 70,000 45,000 45,C'" 
Z7 Feb 70,000 40,000 25,000 ... ,' 

28 Feb 85,000 19,500 0 "-,' 

1 }~r 60,000 80,000 40,000 • 
2 M9.r 100,000 15,000 40,000 
31,ar .75,000 10,000 10,000 
4 H~l.r 75,000 30,000 

, 
20,000· .. ; .. ; 

5 ~ar 85,000 0 2(',000 
n ~~r 65,000 5,000 25,000 
7 }hr 45,000 55,000 25,000 
8 Mir 60,000 10,000 10,000 

" 
.. 

Figure A-2 (U) Class III A Supply status Vanderrrift (u)--" 
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DATE -
9 »1r 

10 »1r 
. 1 1 Mlr 

12 »1r 
13 Mlr 
14 Mlr 
15 »1r 
16 »1r 
17 ~Ilr 
18 Mlr 
19 }Ilr 
20 Mlr 
21 }oIlr 
22 }far 
23 Mlr 
24 M:!.r 

'.;~": . 

ON HAND 
.'''. ' 

.. , ..'" 

60,000 0 ' .15,000" 
45,000, 10,000 

. '-" '20 000' 
":',-' :c" 

' , 
35,000 ' 35,000 " 25,000 

10,000 10,000 ' 30,000 
40,000 40,000 ' ; 20,000 

65,000 65,000 35,000 

75,000 55,000 . ".' 45,000 
85,000' , , 5,000 ,.,35,000 

30,000 20,000 ' 33,000 
30,000 45,000 ' 35,000 
25,000 .30,000 25,000 

65,000 65,000. " 5,000 

95,000 35,000 . 55 000 . , 
95,000 25,000 40,000 ' 

65,000 35,000 45,000 
60,000 55,000 15,000 

. , . .: 

.' 

(c~ntinued) CJJlss!II A Supnly status 
VandergrH't (Il) 
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-.DA:a!l .Q\IJTAND 
. r.OJ.m'~T !.OSS . 

:' .:.;..' ... ,>.,.;<-,.' ...... : 

, 
;.- :'i:i 

8 Feb 15,000 15,000,' . , 
19 Feb 71 15,000 

i'·, 
. .; .. , 

9 Feb 30.000 15,000 . 0 
::.'-.;¥; ... :., 

10 Feb 40,000 12,000 2,000 
'<--. 

11 Feb 38,000 0 2,000 
~"~'" 

12 Fub 36,000 0 2,000 . 13 Feb 34,000 1,000 3,000 14 Feb 33,000 0 1,000 .. : 

1.5 Feb 3.5,000 3,600 , 
1,600 16 Feb 35,000 2,400 2,400. 17 Feb 37,000 3,600 1,600 18 Feb 35,000 0 2,400 19 Feb 19,000 0 2.000 20 Feb 35,000 18,000 1,000 21 Feb 48,000 14,400 2,000 , 22 Feb 48,000 3,600 1,400 23 Feb 48,000 3,600 3,600 24 Feb 49,000 5,000 4,000 25 Feb 50,000 5,000 12,000 26 Feb 38,000 0 8,000 Z7 Feb 48,000 18,000 10,000 • 

0, ," 

28 Feb 38,000 0- 11,000 1 }br 55,000 23,000 5, COO 
,~.:~ 

, 2 Mlr 62,000 12,000 14,000 3 Nar 43,000 0 24,000 4 ~r 24,000 0 16,000 5 Mar 28,000 20,000 12,CXlO 6 Ya.r 65,000 49,000 12,000 7 }Ilr 68,000 15,000 12,000 i3 ~r 69,000 13,000 1.',000 

-.. Figure A-3 (rr) Class III A SuPPly SUi ;,13 Ianl? Con (u) -._ .... 
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h 4 ': t ' .. 

. 
9 M!.r 

10 M!.r 
11 I-hr 
12 »1r 
1 3 M!.r 
14 »1r 
15 Mlr 
16 Mlr 
17 »1r 
18 Mlr 
19 Mlr 
20 ~E.r 
21 »1r 
22 Iar 
23 ¥~r 
24 Mlr 

on HAflD . 

70,000 
68,000 
60,000 
50,000 
30,000 
35,000 
21,000 
12,000 
13,000 
72,000 
58,000 
24,000 
17,000 
Cloaed Down 
Cloaed Down 
Clooed Down 

.. , .:., .. ~¥~~~:~ 
. 4,000 . 

.2,000 
·40,000 

1,000 ' 
. 0 

15,000 
1,200 

.~. 13,000 
;. 14,000 

91,000 
2,700 

o 
17,500 

·~\.'4f 

. 12,OOD . 
11,000 
20,000 
10,000 
14,000 
22,000 
13,000 
32,(,00 
16,000 
3.~,OOO . 

. ':33,500 

p' 

". :,,--. 

Figure A-3 (U) (continued) Class III A Suppl,y status-·· 
Iall;; Con (U) 

A_'7 

"", . 



;'c;"--' 
-".\' . 

• 

,:./;:; .. 
':.:..-.:': 
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8 Feb 
9 Feb 

10 Feb 
11 Feb 
12 Feb 
13 Feb 
14 Feb 
15 Feb 
16 Feb 
17 Feb 
1S Feb 
19 Feb 
20 Feb 
21 Feb 
22 Feb 
23 Feb 
24 Feb 

'25'Feb 
26 Feb 

·27·Feb 
28 Feb 
1 Mlr 
2 '·)l.r 
3 ~~r 
4 ~r 
5 }nr 
6 ~Ilr 
7 ~r 
8 Nar 

Figure A-4 

• -,.f"· 

o ",.,~ • 

;~ Y') '".," .. " ....... -, ., . .""., 
" . .- . 

•• :..... A 

ON HAND ; ..... 

' . . .a-. 

35,000 5,000 
35,000 :w,ooo··· 
30,000 , 25,000 
20,000 10,000 
10,000 20,000 
20,000 15,000 
20,000 20,000 
20,000 15,000 
25,000 15,000 
30,000 10,000 ' 
30,000 10,000 ' 
25,000 20,000 . 
.30,000 15,000· 
30,000 10,000 
25,000 20,000 
.30,0::0 15,000 
25,000 :W,OOO· 
30,000 20,000 
25,000 15,000 
25,CDO 20,000 
25,000 15,'·'.10 
10,000 0 
15,000 25,000 
20,000 15,000 
.35,000 1'5,000 
25,000 0 
25,000 10,000 
35,000 25,000 
25,000 .. 5,000 

, 

.' 

20, 
10,0000-
15,('00 .. 

.15,000 
15,000 " 
10,000., 

.10,000'·'; 
1",000' , 
15,000. 
, 5 ,('00 
15,000 
15,000 
20,000' 
20,OC{\ 
20,000" ." 
20,000 
15,0':-0 
20,000 

.c·"' 

1 5 , (IQ().: .. . '.z:'~.<It;~~; 
20;000 
10,CX;o· 
10,(YQ -: . 
, 0,000' ' .• 
10000· ' , . 
15,000 
15,('00 

(u) Class III A SUpply status Dong 1'0:· (l!) 
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~ ON RAND " 

,--.; 
, ' 

9 Ioar 29,000 15 000, 
... 

~.'~~~::;' 
, ~ " 

. , 

j .... ,~~ ",.l 

1 0 M!lr 37,000 15,000 .~ 

~" ... , '--
11 M!lr 23,000 

. " - . 0 14,000 .. 
" .~:;' " ;":"':"':! 

.! ,':~.; ...... , 0':'- .~. ~-,..:~.-~-.<::g~ 
.12M1r 20,000 10,OCO '10000 ,. 

" , ',' "'t._: .. ~ ... 

13 Mar 20,000 20,000 25,000 . 
14 M!lr 22,000 15,000 13,0'0 
15 Mar 20,000 10,000 . 10,eno 
16 M!lr 35,000 c"-' ,.25,000 . 2O,oon 
17 M!lr 38,000 .,15,000' "13 000, .-. , 
18 l.ar 35,000 10,'000 , 10,000 
19 !far 35,000 15,000 15,COO 
20 M!lr 30,000 10,000 10,000 
21 M!lr 17,000 10,000 13,000 . 
22 Mlr ' 20,000 10,000 10,rK,0. .. 
23 Har 3,000 ° 12,000., 
24 M!lr 25,000 10,000 15,0'J0 

r 

, -
F~ A-4 (U) (continued) Class III A Supply status Dong }Ia .......... 
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DATE -, 

1 Nar 
2 Joar 
3 }l!lr 
4 Joar 
5 Joar 

·6 !oar 
7 }lar 
8 Joar 

~9')..1 0 lb-Rekts 
O.H Ree. Iss 

2,776 
2,084 
1,516 
3,537 
2,637 
.3,204 
2,094 
2,447 

o 
o 

.3,214 

. 0 
1,574 

o 
o 

218 

792 
568 

1 ,19.3 
900 

1,007 
JOO 
455 
588 

-., . 

. "" 't! " ..... , '-.:. ,?'J r·c ee Rckts 
. 0 H' .... ReeIss· 

. . 

1'~ 365';';::,,'0 ,:,3l.i~~.'~~,~t45:, 
1,229 .. 1,866 . .328 .1 '~;""(!i")':)3 . ,,' 
2,767· 19$ 254 1 ,(,S4·<36>;;~71.·~ 
2,711 0 199 1,378 O~,;·3.;35. 
2,512 441 249 . 1 ,04.3 174217··.· 
2,704 0 ,;91 1 , ~')f) .0 . 

.2,11,3 524 .. 15 82.3 509 
2,722 . o· 45< ," 1 ,28.34.30 

(9 I·ar - 24 Mir) 

9 }llr 
1 0 }\!ir 
11 J~r 
12 Jar 
13 l~r 
14 'lir 
15 rar 
16 ~Ar 
17 ~ar 
18 tllr 
19 Hir 
20 H~lr 
21 ~r 
22 M3.r 
23 !oRr 
24 J·ar 

2,079 
2,208 
2,06.3 
1,943 
3,180 
.3 ,503 
2,753 
2,372 
1,0.3 
1,048 

.364 
1,614 
4,750 
8,966 
6,646 
6,326 

.329 
o 
o 

1 ,674 
829 

o 
o 
o 
o 

565 
1,249 
4~17J 
5,052 

o 
o 
o 

200 
145 
120 
437 
5('6 
750 
381 
939 
585 

1,249 
958 

1 ,0.36 
836 
547 
320 
2i!9 

22 :'.ar Com!:'at Loss 1,673 

8 - 28 Feb data not available . 

2,677 
2,633 
2,59.3 
2,468 
2,304 
2,166 
2,097 
1 ,9t"(' 
1 ,001 
1,78~ 
1,580 
1 ,.374 
1 ,191 
1,147 
1 ,Ii01 
1,446 

. - . .. , 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

5.3.3 
.0 
o 

44 
40 

1.35 . 
164 
128 
89 

111 
it? 

11 :-
208 
206 ., 
18,3 . 

44 
M 

154 
165 

1,597 
1,5;2 
, ,5'-2 . 
1 ,411 • 
1,455 
~ ,Jc~ 
1 ,-=-.3a 
~ ,AZ1 
1 , .3<)1 
, ,5'1"7 
1,:V', 
1,29i 
1 ,152 
1,022 

94~ 
093 

C 75 
o· 0 
0 .. ,"11 
o ··56 
0·74· 

~S2' 25 
C'17 
Co 1;.0 
o ·14... 

,0 .. 1 
.0·" 
o 1 
C,'1 
.j 

c 
o 

Figure A-5 (U) Class V A Supply $tA tus l'-r.e San!1 (,;) .- ....... '. 

A-l0 --, • 

• 

" ...... :·~'?;t.t~ ,_: 
, " 

-~~,) .. ~ 
,_~ t.I~.,. 
' .. ~ . 



~ M70- 4Omni,:. ' A653 .. 20mm ' 
:0· Iss""; • olii Rec Iss O/B Ree 

1 ~lar 42,500 0 250 416,500' o ',:,z-, ,900 51 ,300 0 5,500 
2 ~!ar 42,350 0 - 950 389,500'" 0'69.,000 45,81JQ ',' 0' ;;:,550 • 3 ~r 41,600 0 300 320,500 ' (l2f,~750 43;250 0 3,f.50 

, 4 Mir 41,300 0 1,100 ' 293,750 o '26,000 39,1.00 0:-800 
5 Joar 40,500 0 50 267,850 o 35,000 39,800 , o ':! 300 , ,,-
6 ~lar 40,450 0 250 232,750 0 19,500 35,400, "'() , ,.-:.'/CIO' 
7 ItAr 40,200 0 350 203,750 0 10,500 34,3:10 

~<t;i 8 Har 39,850 2,400 750" ,.213,250 (\ 27,250 .D,9oo 

(9 liar - 24 I·lar) "'~'?~!-" 
9 ~!ar 42,100 0 /50 176,5CO . 13,000 3,00(') 33,<)(1() 0 30cr 

10 J-nr 41,650 0 450 187,CY'A 0 12,250 35,000 0 (j 
11 Nar 41,200 0 150 174,750 0 47 ,75034,2001;000 
1 2 ~:'lr 41 ,050 '0 750 137,000 

93,758 
!!,250 3J,900 0 

13 J-ar 40,300 0 650 128,750 19,0')0 32,~OO I) 
14 Hal' 39,650 0 350 205,500 0 15,00036,500 0 
15 }!ar 39,300 0 450 190,500 0 4,500 35,1'00 0 
16 ),:ar 38,850 0 400 186,000 0 41,250 :;1 ,"'00 0: 
1'" ::':1' 3S ,450 0 350 141,,750 c 36,750 30,:>00 I). 

1 8 l~r 38,1 00 0 1,900 1oa,OCO '"1j"",5C0 25,500 :>5,91')0 ' '..0- . 
19 lar J~ ,200 0 350 . 200,000 ;>';0,000 29,500 22,300. , Q", 
20 J·nr, 35,850 0 550 430,500 0 7,(,.,,000 20,730 0 

CD 21 !·!ar 35,300 '0 1,500 351S.500 0 2h,000 18,200 0 
22 J-l9.r 33,800 0 750 330,500 0 55,750 17,500 8,lOO.: 
23 ~ar 33,050 0 400 274,750 ~'~, 250 75,5r CO 24,)00 '0' 
;>.4 J-nr 32,650 0 150 29S.500 0 12,Ot'~ 21 ,8::>0 0 

i . - Figure .\-5 (U) (continued) Class V .• '>.lpply :::t'ftu~ l:<;e f,anh (U) 
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Dat nO,t available byday 1'ro~'8'~'~' ~;~~i~;;;;~'~ 

~ 

1 l:ar 
2 J.nr 
3 l-tlr 
I. l:lr 
5 rar· 
6 l,nr 
7 }';J.r 
8 l:ar 

9 gar 
10 J.nr 
11 ~r 
12 nar 
13 Hl.r 
14 ~lar 
15 l~r 
16 ~hr 
17 l-lar 
18 }~r 
19 l'ur 

TYPE A},}IU!lITICN . 

H490 - 1016Rekts 
H534 - 1716 Rekts 
H459 - Flee Rekts 
A653 - 2Omm' 
B4'i'J - 40mm 
A165 - 7.62mm 

', .. 

(1 ~Br-S~r) 

., '., . 

2549 
MSO 
2429 
NA 
4;,000 
43,250 

PJ.90-10 lb-Relt'ts R~3~-17 l~-Rekts 
o H Reo , Iss ' ' rlH Ree Iss 

L,696 4S6 100 3,e11 900 10 

8,292 2,900 252 4,138 600 146 
8,429 2,776 2,116 3,313 400 75!1 
9,184 640 151 5,682 1,500 97 
7,102 0 322 5,041 0 ~6 

6,593 0 1 ,901' 5,OS8- 0 109 

5,995 . 0 342 '5,11S 0 169 

4,846 0 417 4,779 0 141 

(9 Itlr - 2!> Har) 

4,550 0 229 3,420 0 296 

5,418 0 55 5,418 0 55 
4,971 0 437 4,9'71 0 437 
5,256 0 999 5,256 0 Oq 

" 
3,424 0 741 3,424 0 741 

2,615 0 644 2,615 0 644 

3,994 460 1.95 3,994 0 195 
3, '540 640 583 3,540 0 5~3 

2,957 0 62 2,957 0 f,2 

3,215 0 745 3,215 0 745 
-2,160 0 1,055 2,160 0 1,055 

0 2,208 

.. ~ .. ",,:, . ~ 
" 

, ... 
. ... ,., , .. 

v'" .. ~. ~.,- "," 
" """ ..• ~ .... ·0~ .. ·;.._· 

" - " 

P429-Flec-Rckts 
0/P. Iss Ree 

673 0 15 
571 0 58 
494 0 ~7 

4,032 512 26 
7C;-6 0 56 

.920 O. 0' 
853 -0, 5S-, 

•. 81':4 0 3 

, , 

864 0 0 
Sb4 0' 0 
755 0 7(, 
7,8 0 16 
703 0 7 
(,?7 0 16 
719 0 21 
599 0 50 
621 0 0 
591 0 0 
599 0 30 
51 S 0 25 

20 liar 6,140 0 2,208 3,441 
4,264 0 2,483 3,441 0 n ' .YYI o· 6 

21 J-nr 
22 Hur 3,286 0 101 3,41 ~ 0 28 2,805 2,2'llt_ 0 

23 Mar. 2,471 o I 815 3,349 0 64 2,731 0 74, 

24 l-lar 1,593 0 878 3,349 0 0 2,518 0 113 

. \ " . 
Figure'A-6 (u) Class V',\ SUpplJ'status ..... indergrift ·(u) 
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e, 

. ,2 ~~AR~(.' 
< -'7F.,~~ . 

1 M!lr 95,200,0' 
2, Mlr . 94,100 O. 
3 ~)l.r 93,000 01,400,39,400' 23,400 ",' 

. 4 ~6r 91,550 0 . 450,'39,150{" "0;.150)if~.s'~~ro()"r*, 
5 Mlr 93,300 O~' 300' 38,8oo':,0:'}50'<:4)"~""" 
6 M!lr 92,150 0 . 850 38,800' " 0: '0 .. 13S,750 
7 M!lr 92,400 0',,80038,800'0500 ,217,500 
8 Mlr 83,200 0 400 36,000 0 '750 193,500 

9 M!lr 83,1 00 
10 Mlr 83,400 
11 Mlr 83,400 
1:1 M!lr 8.3 ,400 
1.3 Bar 83,400 
14 ~ar 8.3,400 
15 "'ar 86,200 
16 Mlr 86,200 
17 I-Br 86,200 
18 Mlr 86,200 
19 ~nr 85,600 
20 M!lr 85,600 
21 ~:ar 85,500 
22 I-Br , 85,500 
2.3 Mar 85,500 
24 I-Br 85,500 

Figure A-6 (u) 

<,' , 

(9'M!lr .:. 24}iu') 
;,. ..• ,:~:.:; .. -- ~. :-'.,' .. ' .': . 

. - ". ",}, ',. ,.: f, _ ;.:-.4 ',. "_ ,,' 
o 0 36,660 0 0"1<J3,5000 
o 0 37,100" 0 (\ "486,000 3('/",000 
o 0 36,900 0 200 480,009 0 
o 0 36,700 ".~. 0 200 480,000 0 0 
o 0 45,350 9,000 350 471.COO.. 0 ,9,000,< 
o 0 45,050" 0 300' 460,000 " (\ 11,000. 
o . 0 53,000 0 200462,000 ,,0 1,500. 
o 0 43,250 0 IlOO 451,000 0 3,000' 
o 0 43,150 0 100 430,500 C21.,OO(), , 
o 21 ,000 43,050 0, 0' 403,500 0." ° SOO 42,900 0 150 534,000 0 85 '>I,U". ° 0 42,850 0 100 510,000 015 
o 100 42,850' ° 0 514,000 ',0 '1:[KlO':~~" 
o 0 1,2,850 0 0 658 .. 500, 0 ° ° 42,350 0 500 6~9,ooo 0 1 '1.'>UU< 

o 0 42,150 0 200 634,500 0 

r 

, -

(continued) Olass V A Supply Sta tUB Vandergrift 
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• 
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~--.-... ~~-.. ----

13 Feb 
14 Feb 
15 Feb 
16 Feb 
17 Feb 
18 Feb 
19 Feb 
20 Feb 
21 Feb 
22 Feb 
23 Feb 
V. Feb 
25 Feb 
26 Feb 
V Feb 
28 Feb 

1 »:ir 
2 Yar 
3 :·nr 
4 I-'ar 
5 J.ar 
(, }~r 

7 }~r 
e l·:ar 

9 »:ir 
1 0 !1l.r 
11 }nr 
12 }~r 
13 J.tl.r 
14 !1l.r 
15 »:ir 
1(, ~r 
17 1'19.1' 
18 !.ar 
19 »Ir 
20 Bar 
21 }sr 
22 .t-;"r 
23 }ar 
V. ~r 

540 540 .0 
540 0 0 
290 0 250 
250 0 40 
450 256 56 
370 0 80 
550 256 76 
650 256 156 
580 0 70 
7~ 256 125 
513 0 196 
720 250 49 
548 0 172 
754 324 118 
884 256 126 
7V. 0 157 
786 299 240 
914 162 34 

1,144 (,20 90 
1,130, 0 314 

974 0 156 
998 76 52 

1,703 777 72 
1,660 0 43 

1,595 0 65 
1,493 0 102 
1,554 128 69 
1,203 0 352 
1 ,446 128 1 34 
1,044 0 102 

775 0 21'9 
34h 0 429 
48 0 2h5 

1 ,008 1580 620 
435 0 .. 63 
432 518 515 
L. <\3 648' 595 

CJ 3d Down: 
Cl .. ed Down 
Closet! Down 

·,480 
480 
480 
960 
948 
920 

1,240 
•. , ,325 

1,199 
1,188 
1,163 
1.141 
1,156 
1,309 
1,469 
1,335 
1,323 
1,V7 
1,853 
1,F17 
1 ,80~ 
1 ,!'2" 
1 ,8V 

. 1,.784 

480·"" . 
.0···· . 

o 
41\0 

o 
O' 28 

320 ... _ .,0. 
o "5·' 
o 26 
0.11 
o 25 
o 22 

80(-5 
200 45 
160 0 

o 134 
27 34 
o 41, 

477 0 
o 26 
c 9 

78 0 

o 0 
o 43 

(9 liar - 24 }l9.r: 

1,790 
1,77h 
1,854 

o 
c 

, co 
1,718 0 
1,621 0 
1 ,~21 0 
1,46F 0 
1,3h9 0 
1 ,151 0 

%4' ~5 
9CO 

o 
14 
'2i.. 

136 
97 
o 

~53 

99 
21f 
215 
(,4 

795 o H'5 
654 o 141 

... . 
• 

{) :;rJE~~it~~i:;t~ 
c ~:."::J.: 
o 
o 

280 (\ 
262'<' n 
262" 0 
21.0 0 
21.0· .r 
212 0 
258 .. 54 
410 i~2 
463 1 O~ 
445 0 
420 26 
3g9 54' 
2t2 (1 

248 
371 
4f.;'1 
450 

11 L 
114 
114 
4'~J 
393 
474 
382 
407 
45° 
(. /.9 

-, 
0 .. 

124 
1 (\~ 

() 

o 

o 
o 

108 
(l 

4P 

o 
4t e 

o 
144 

o 

17 
12 

0 .. ;,.· 
22 
o 

28 
8 

10. 
55 
18 
51 
21." -
61 

33 
81 

1 
1 0 :. 

• 
o 
o 

19 
10 
77 
02 
;V 
~.2 

1 h 3 
l' 

'13 
'6"r-

Figure A-7 (u) Class V h Sutlply Status lJing Con (U) 
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, ., 
1 
I • 

• 
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1:3 Feb-
14 Feb 
15 Feb 
16 Feb 
17 Feb 
18 Feb 
19 Feb 
20 Feb 
21 Feb 
22 Feb 
23 Feb 
24 Feb 
25 Feb 
26 Feb 
27 Feb 
28 Feb 

27,000 
27,000 
26,900 
26,8;0 . 
26,850 
26,800 
26,800 
2(,,700 
26,650 
26,650 
26,650 
26,650 
26,650 
26,350 
26,350 
26,350 . 
26,050 
26,500 
26,050 
25,900 
25,450 
25,450 
25,650 
25,450 

27,000 0 S~4Cct';~;":f,i'nll}~'12.000 12,000 '. oY 
o 0 54,00<i· 00 0 

1 }\9.r 
2 }l9.r 

3 Nar 
4 Mlr 
5 }tlr 
(, li:J.r 
7 Far 
8 l'l1r 

9 Jlar 
1 0 1-l9.r 
11 }19.r 
1 2 }l9.r 

. 13 liar 
14 J-ar 
15 }1ar 
16 }Rr 

1 7 1-l9.r 
18 }l9.r 

19 }l9.r 

20 }l9.r 

21 Har 
22 }l9.r 

23 l.tl.r 
.24 M!.r 

25,450 
25,450 
25,450 
25,450 
25,450 
25,450 
25,300 
25,150 
25,150 
25,150 
24,750 
24,650 
24,650 
Closed Do'olIl 
Closed Down· 
Clos'ld Down 

o . 0 49,;00;. -0 4;500'1~WO. -0 100 

o .50 48,000 0' ,~ooY1,700,;. " 0 . 200 
o 0.48,000 .0. 0 11,700' ".00' 
o 50 45,000·' 0 3,000 11,600 .',., o· 100 

o 0 43,500 0 1,;00 1 :3,600 2,roo ." 0 

o 100 43,500 (' 100 1:3,500 0 100 

O. 50 43,500 0 0 15,500 0 " C, I 
00 42,0(1)"" 00.13,500· 0 "Ci!:oii\; , 
o 0,37 ,5eQ .0 1 ,500 13,4(-,6 O"34~ I 
o 0:37,500 0 1,500 13,300 0 . t56~," 
o 0 37,500 0 0 1 3.,300 0 ' 0'<' 

g 3og' ~:~g' g 7,5~ ~~:~~ g. 7~';: I 
o C 21 ,000 0 1 ,500 11 ,eoo C 000,: 

o 300 16,500 0 4,51'iO' 11 ,8r.C. 0 '.' I 
o 0 12,000 0 4,500 '1,roo ,··~·o,' 

o 0 10,500 0 ~ ,500 11,sen C. I 

" 150 6,000 c, 4,500 11,800. . '0 • 

('l 250 t, ,0C() 0 0 11 ,foo 0' " 

r. /':O·:?:4,:;GO'f,O'G 0 11,~OO 0 

o 0 73,50( 5J~,OOO l.,seo' 11,rc-o' . '0 • 

o 0 64,5W 0 9,000 11,700" o· .' . 
.' 

(9 }:ar - ';4 }sr) 
. , 

o 0 64,500' 0 0 
o 0 .61,500 (' 1,000 
o 012'7,000 7::,.:00 ~"COO 

o r1:'5,~('I0 0. 2,000 
I) 0115,000 n 10,OOC 
o C 113,500 0 1,500 
o 0 10C,"00 C 13,5('0 
C' 150 ~,('OO ,1,000 
0' 0 94,500 ('I 4,500 
o 0 63,r.oO 0 31,5(10 
o 400 3'1,000 0 24,('00 
o 100 24,5CO- 014,;·00 
o (1 11,C0.0 r; 13,50~ -.. 

1'1,"00 
"',700 
11,7(,\(1 
11,700 
11 ,70C 
11 ,700 
11,700 
11,700 
11,700 
11,340 
11 ,300 
''',9('('1 

1 o,fOO 

o 
o 
(l 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
() 

700 

Figure A-7 (U) (continued) C1MS '; •. ~. !'Oup::ll~,' status lAllb Con' . 
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Onlr consolidated quanti 
f! Feb - 3 Mlr 71 

DATE 

!Deb 
9 Feb 

10 Feb 
11 Feb 
12 Feb 
13 Feb 
14 Feb 
15 Feb 
16 Feb 
17 Feb 
18 Feb 
19 Feb 

.QL!! 
3,504 
3,373 
3,474 
3,434 
3,242 
3,414 
3,384 
3,364 
3,332 
3,312 
3,302 
3,292 

~ 

450 
o 
o 
o 
0' 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

(3 }Br - 8 ltlr) 

3 })3.r 

4 l~r 
5 l-tlr 
6 Har 
7 ~r 
8 l,~r 

9 J.nr 
10 }ar 
11 ~r 
12 :ar 
13 Mlr 
14 J.2l.r 
15 }ar 
16 lIar_ 
17 J.nr 
18 ~r 
19 !1l.r 
20 liAr 
21 !1l.r' 
22 !1l.r 
23 }ar 
24 Hir 

H990-10 Ib-Rckts , ' 
o H Ree Iss 

3,870. 0 
3,870 0 
3,870 100 
3,702 0 
3,5,61 35 
3,519 0 

o 
16 

100 
68 

125 
42 

H -17 lb-Rekts 
o H Hee Iss 

2,31?.6 
2,.386 
2,404 

, 2,404 
2,442 
2,442.' 

o 0 
o 20 
o 1f1 
o 0 

58 20 
o 0 

(9 Mlr - 24 lIttr) 

3,367 
3,462 
3,439 
3,423 
3,443 
3,345 
3,256 
3,189 
3,101 
3,021 
2,902 
2,f109 
2,702 
2,527 
2,471. 
2,396 

o 
o 
o 
o 

11 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
0; 
o 
o 
o 

17 
o 

32 
o 

'0 
74 
89 
29 
88 
74 
59 
53 
o 

193 
19 
63 

2,293 
2,297 
2,437 
2,433 
2,433 
2,437 
2,436 
2,437 
2,43'7' 
2,431 
2,431 
2,431 
2,423 
2,431 
2,399 
2,431 

o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o /. 
o 0 
o 0 
o ') 
o 0 

- 0 0 
o 11) 

o C' 
o 3 
o 0 
o 0 
o h 
'6':' 4 

... -'" 
'.J'""-' 

• 

P45~' ?lcc Rel::ts ','-' 
Olll Rec .' 

587 
, '587 
, 595 
"579 

582 
582 

574 
57f1 
577 
582 
5112 
582 
5~1 
5~1 
581 
565 

'-575 
575 
575 
5R2 
56!!. 
51i8 

o 
o 

16 
'0 
12 
o 

. " 

o 17. 
'0 0 
o 0 
(') 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
(1 16 
o S 
0-" 0-1.',; 
o 0 
09,'" 
o 
o 

.:"" : 

Figure A-8 (u) Class V A Supply Stu tus Dong He (u) 
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• :_ H 

, •. ' 
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. 3 Mar 
4 Mlr 
5M1lr 
6 Mlr 
'7 Mlr 
8 Mlr 

32,800 
32,800 
32,600 
32,500 
32,~ 
32,400 

9 Mlr.' "32,400 
10 liar' 43,350 
11 ~~r 32,350 
1 2 Bar 32,400 
13 }~r 32,400 
14 Mllr. 32,350 
15 Mar 32,350 
16 }\ar 32,350 
1? I'nr 32,350 
18 y..r 32,350 
19 ;~r 32,350 
20 I,m- 32,350. 
21 ~nr 32,350 
22 Mlr, 32,150 
23 M9.r 32,150 
24 M9.r 32,150 

o 
o 
o 

° o 

° o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

° o 
o 
o 

O'~ • 
'0,346,50(>;;> . .( 

200 .. 297 ,sar:> 
1,000 286,500" 

o 270,000 
o 270,000 

.. 
" -"', ":,' 

o 250,560 
o 252,000 
o 252,000. 
o 229,000 
o 214,000 

50 199,500 
o 186,000 ° 144,000 
o 125,000 
o 111,000 
o 81 ,000 
o 51,000 
0, 31 ~OOO 
o 26,000 

" :..' 

o . 7,600 o ., O· 

o .' O. 
o 31,000 
o 15,000 
0 15,000 
o 13;Coo 
o 33,000 
o 21 ,000 
o 12,000 
o 30,000 
o 3C',OCO 
o 19,500 
o 5,500 

o 111,OCO 
o 174',000 

74,500 10,'500 
82,000 19;500 

• 

, .. 

42,900 0 
42,900 '0 
42,900 0 
42, .·no ,0 
42,900 0 
42,900 ,,-0 0 
42,900. 0 0 
42,900 00' 
44,t;'Y.J 0 0 
42,800 0 0 
42,SOO (\" 0 
42,7~:J_.,. 0., 0." 
42,700', Q~. 
42500 0'-, . '. 

42,500 C' 
42,500 0 

Figure A-8 (U) (continued) Class V A Sup])lj" Status Dong ·itt· (u) . 
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1.· Based on the 0800, lZOO and 1600 '. . . . Khe Sanh, . ';:; 
the [ollowlng amo\Dlt of air IInpport~"uld be given LAMSO~;11ct'p.p.;. ,c' ;:,: 
eratlu:w Crom' Feb through.Z5 March. 'The arooUDt of airllupport . . ,s'. 
avanable during thb period is baaed on the mintmnm ceUing rectuire~ 
ment. elltablished by the Army .nd Air Force. Theae minimums are' 
1000 feet AGL (above ground levol) for Army air Inpport and 3000' ·.c.~ .. 

loet A GL for tactical air lIupport.· . ";"" 

a. Nnmbor of dayl the cC}Uing ~s above iooo Ceet AGLfro~08()0' 
to 1800 hours: 15 daYII (330/.). .... ..... .. 

b. N'.lt:::lber of dayl th~ ceiling was abovo 1000 feetAGL from 
to lSOO honn: Z9 days (64%) ~ ' .. 

c. Nwnber of dayll the ceiling was above 3000 feet AGL from UISUU 
to 1800 hr .l."1I: lZ c::'7.~ (Z6~» . 

d. T}." number .o! dayll the ceiling wal above 3000 Ceet AOL Ir.l)z!ck~ 
1200 to 1800 hours: Zl daYII (47,0) .,' . 

Z. It should be llDted that these figures are balled on Khe Sanh' "," rea't~el 
obllcrva.tionll only. There were nO ground balled weather obser'val~lon~; 
avaibble in the LaC" arcli of operation durin.) this period. 

, 
3, Laos data available during the last 10 daYII of the operation ln~ 

'-dieated = significant dirrer~nee. between reported sky conditions ill .• 
Eastern Lao. and those observed at Khe Sanh,' 

, 
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SUMMARY OF ENGn~El~R"':KcTt!ifTIES 

IN SUP,?pRT OF ~6N'~ir,'~:~Ji~,(~~:~,:'~~":""-,, 
':,"i' 

.... ~ .. ' . ' 

A. (U) BACKGROUND 

The 3Z6th Engineer Bat~on (Airq1QbUe) was inIQrmed initially:.:, " 
about OperatiQn LAMSON 719 on 16 January1971by the 45th E,iigine~l;' ,,' 
Croup, whose area 01 engineer responsibUitycoincicIes with the XXIV 
Corps Ta.ctical Zone. At thOl.t time CO. 326th Engineer Battalion was 
briefed on the operation indicating that the' 326th'Engineer Battalion would 
lorm &Il airmobUe operationaJ. Qrganization (Task Force 326) whic,h was 
to open the westernmost, 16 kilometer s~ctiono!1itoute 9 leading: from 
DOl2.g Ha to y'he Sanh. "" • .:, " 

B. (U) GnTERAL 

US lorcc,9 in Northern Milliary Region I rece,aUy have" been BUPP,OI't-' 

cd by t.:o cr:,nbat cn:ineer battaliol:rs: t~e, 27th Engineer " , , 
gt:ne:'illy from the Hai Van Pass north to the Trac Ma Ri;;er; and' 
l<!th Engineer Battalion (e) generally lrom the Tr,ac Ma River n'orth, 
the D!l.1Z. The,45th Engineer Group issues the operational commitme' 
Ior', i;oLni thelle battalions. Additionany, Company A, 7th Engineer:"""""" 
Ea!:talio~ 1'.,:"videa organic support Ior the lst Brigade; 5th Inhntrf 
Divizion (}.f<:chanized); and the 326th Engineer Battalion (AirmobUe) 11'" 
the organiC engineer battalion lor the lOist Airborne Division (A:irlnc.bile) 
Each oI theae enzineer units was employed in its traditional combat 
engineer role except the 326th Engineer Be.ttalion (Airmobile) which 
to form a L.sk Iorce unde:; OPCON of the 27th Engineer Battalion, 45th, 
Engineer Group, since the Screaming Eagle Engineers were operating , 
'out oI their lIormal area of operations. Each AR VN division had it. 
re8pective organic engineer battalion throughout the entire operation. 
It should-be noted that AR VN divisional-engineer battalions are not" 
equipped with airmobile engineer equipment but rather the heavier modeli 
that a~ generally simUar to the equipment found in-an engineer battaLlilo~ 
',~rganic to a US infantry division. However, during thiB parUc\llar 
operation the AR VN en'gineer units were equippeu with lighter airnlol,U,e: 
bulldozers to support combat engine :oroperativns in Laos. ' 
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The .engineer task I~rce was C:onlltglllrei~,tO':p.!~~~de: 
eng; eer equipment and personnel to engineer 
wSllion. Additionally. all other engineer • colnmitments. were," 
maintained in addition to thil signi!icanterig~eer requir~mentassociateac c, 
~th Operation: LAMSON 719; ··_c, '. .... . -"'.,., '.' .," 

. ~.' """. 

1. 3Z6th Engineer Battalion: 
- ", 

TF 326 was Iormed tlO that the,battalio~ could cOntinue all opeT:atjl~ 
in support of the lO,1st Airborne Division (AirmobUe)' as well ~s assulrlUt1~ 
the additional requirements to open a mountanious 16 kilometer s~ction ': " 
of Route 9. to construct a e-130 aasaultairIieldat Khe'Sanh and to '. 
repclrs of the AM-2 matting 0" the exl.8ting C~130 airfield. To perIorm·, 
the ~dve earthwork requirements on the C-130assault airIield a .; "':" 
reuiIorc~d heavy \egui'pment pla.toon from HHC, 326th Engbl,'etBattalion':' 
(Airmobile) was utilized. The repairs on the existing AM-2 ahlmin~Lln nu.",­
airstrip required conlliderab1e cutting, welding and manpower. A pl;~to'on 

. from the 27th Engineer Battalion was attached to TF. 326 during the·,·· 'C'",'.,,"," 

initial phase oC the oper:l.Uon to begin these repairs. An Explosive Ord-
J:.1.tlC,;) Di?ona.l (EOD) team and Ii. survey section frorll the 45 th . 
G roup were attached to increiue the capabUities oI the tisk~ fore.,,;' .. "'" .. ,~, .' 

2. 14tb ;n~ineer Battalion (e) 
• 

With the mission of opening Route 9 from FB Vandergrift to ·br'idi!e:'.~~ 
#33 (vicinity of FB Shepard) and upgrade Route 9 to Khe Sanh'varying' 
elementl of the 14th Engineer Battalion (-) were utilized in their no:rQlLal.~t 
combat engineer role as required. 

:3 Z7th Engineer Battalion (e) 

The 27th Engineer Battalion (-) cons'isted of the headquarters eJ.~enl'" 
one combat engineer company, a light equipment company and one ........ >, 

clearinf;-platoon. Upon arrival atKhe Sanh on day D+2 (1 Feb 71) the' 
battalion (-) aBSUl"ned its normal engineer support role operating Ir~i)n:l"';~ 
IGle Sa.nh generally west to ~he Laotion border. " .--... 
D. (U) ENGlNE'~R M!SSION 

Normally. the airmobile engineer b~a1ion,shoulQ.be .given a 

e-2 • 
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mobility, the expertise, the c type order. ' , c,~~:~~~t~~~[~~~~i~1~;~\: 
capability'to maintain Ule pace o£ the~ OJ:~~~,~~~~;:ti~l;i~~.',:f;'~~~'~l~:':~:~~' 
unit. As the conventional engineers ";II 

of operuions, the responsibility for 'eng:ll'"".,r,;op!,~,.).t1,ons 8'h9:~~1;g,e.,_.":~. __ _ 

to·them thus freeing the~.lr.mobUe engineers 

tasks'. 
.",.-. 

E. (U) PLANNING AIRMOBILE IENGINEER OPERA TIO~S' . 

Unquestionably, the most valuable i~form~ti~!1 obtainable i. tblLt::'~J~ 

"hlch can be gleaned from those who previously have. occupied-the 

After action reports, "as built" drawings' and a soil analysis are··c. xaml~le~~} 

of such data. lIthe area has not been occup"ied pre\-iously by friendly ',_ . 

troops, aerial photography can be of immeasurable value. Large 111l·IZ2lDer,C=t. 

of oblique photographs of all bridges U1dthe existing airfield w~.re p;':,ovi:ciAAit 

prior to the outset of the operation. However, only one set of pO,or·~ 

trast, low quality ntcr..eo pairs could be found; fortunately this ster'e., .. ,., , .. ' '''-.: .. C'" 

was of the Khe Sanh airfield area. In fact; it was based upon 'this.. . OL'·"'.' 

,:'cto;;raphs that ~he fir.al centerline was selected for the as nult· 

.field. However, due to the poor quality or-these ph·,.tC',:,r''l,::'a vt!l~r,:~ 

obviouc problem areas were not discovered until subsequent .' ." 

into the objective area. For exam?le, on D-day a large explodefi anli,"'i@ 

munitio~. dwnp, partially exposed reinforced concrete and CONEX 

bunlters and massive quantities of unexploded ammunition were detec,te 

upon hllding. Since the photographs were 'Of such poor clarity ~nd;:::,' 

cor.trast. "lots that had been the USMC old ammunition dump area a'pp"'el'~ 

ed as a dendritic drainage area. This, in the abs ... ,ce of soil ' .. n'''''Jf''l,. 

but coupled with fertile plantations in the area led one to aliSume that 

soU type was a well graded, loamy soil - a good constructil)n 'material' 

when in fact it was not. The poor photographic quality also made the' 

d~~ection of vast mined areas impossible prior to the operation. Ver' 

s'teren.pairs of bridges and all sections of thP "~lad also are iml)o:rtlmt~;:\"·\; 

r'"orexample, the best estimate of the span b, ,en the existing 'a DUCrnet nt:l!'. 

on bridge_"33 was 45 feet. This estimate wa.,ased upon tWo oblique . 

photos which cannot be scaled becails.e df seal" variations at, all points . 

the photograph. When engineer elements arrived at the bridge they 

discovered that the gap was actually 58 feet and could not be bridged 

planned bY' the 60 foot ~:rmored Vehicle Launched Bridge (A Vl:a). .-

-~- . 
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As in any airborne or one'must know the ground 
operation plan in order to prepare the airmovementtab1f! properly. In 
airmobUe .engineering, thi,s is complicated by the added requirement to ", " 
-reassoaihle much of the equipment alter the landing at the obj~ciive~ 

-.... ~ 
This is further complicated by, the condition ofthe landing zone whichil 
likely to bec.n1izloWl prior to D-day. Additionally, the wide varietyoL . '. 
equipment' combinations, weight., lilt aircraft and possible flight routeli' .. 
create 'unique problems lor the 'airmobUe engineer.: . The most :reliable~,,~·;'it 
solution for this type of operation wali toemployqenough dedicat:dair·C:~;'.~".I. 
to furnish the required number 01 sorties each day 01 the operation based.~. 
\'pon the predicted night route. Then the engineer can make changes in":::7':~ 
liIt scquence as required. In the employment of airmobile engineer "",,~, 
equi};mcnt, whether mechanical equipment, prefabricated bridging, cul- ' 
vert rt"..aterials or Clan n &0: IV materials, the two keys fo' success~are,'" 
the lun-loath lift out of equipment and proper positioning of thi S' equipment' 
3.t the LZ. As engineer equipment is lifted from the PZ, the lilt heli":,:.,", 
copters will o!l:en take up the alack in the slings allowing the hook-up" ' 
~eracnnel to leave the ;:>,,.,,a, Ofte:o Ihe aircraft then descends slightly 
causL~z elacl;; in. the ollng leg. Tn!: wash J:r{;rr~ ':,~~ r:::;tor many: . 
',lo .... s t'lc Alings around :'c numerous vulnerable appendages'· on 
oI ec;.u:, ment. This orten results in the los s of ste~J'ing whecls/, exlia:Q.l~,i 
.t;;.cks and airc:1eaners which are snapped oII as the equipment is liJlled;·.~,i 
There was no ,equipment damage during the entire airmobile opera'lol\' 
a trulyunlque experience. At the LZ, equipment sucp.'all the £ront 
section of a road grader or a prefabricated bridge must be placed w> •• nUJ.\i;i 

two or three inches of the proper location if exces siv.e jacking and .,,.vil~it: 
is to be avoided. Generally, the heavy lift helicopter pilots were 10'm('~;;,' 
to be noticeably more concerned about the placement of their cargo _""., 
the m~dium lift helicopter pilots, due in part to improved pilot 
and the increased comIort afforded by the cover of gunships in the 
mediate area. Througllout the operation" additional aviation support 
including C&C and logistic aircra.ft are rc :luired to support the require' : 
ment for. continual observation of the broad front upon which the air": 
mo:"ile engineer battalion normally ope-rates. 

G. (U) LOGISTICS . .-~-

The diversified r~sponsibUities of the numerous levels of lO,IP'on,,. 
support of Oper~tion LAMSON 719 coupled with the paucity of tr;lnllDclrt 
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.' "'," ~',,:, ~" 

, ." 

:!.' ~ .. : ,-<-";''''''''-' ..: ,:".; .~-.. 

: ' ... 

C-4 

. '. ' 

.~ .. ~. " . 

..-----·---~~r_· __ ·_. ___ _ 



• 
• 

.. '\ .. " ",. , 

a .. ets created sll~ru~lC:aIU P':;~!:~;~~~fit 
ation. The reqalrement to ~,~~~~&~~~tiloCatiOns 11,. given'" 
dates m~t neither the guidelines ,Ii, ' "rlor the declined ' 
changes published by ''word of mouth" as the developed. "On " 
day D-S the FSA was furnished the' , ,gallons ., ,:,';',: 
of diesel fuel at Khe Sanh for Task~#,;:'~'" ,-,';< 

talion bezbming on day D+S. Suffi~ientJuelwasnot , ,the' -.'';' 
engineer equIpment until day D+14~' The insuHicient fuel 8upply'cli.\~sed ,,~::, 
equipment to cease operations on two separate occasions. 'Additionany,~'.~~ 

TO&E shortage. and the JlOnaVailabilitY~fadditiO,na~5on8trUction',~~,"U,,',iP~,,',I,i,''!! 
~ent prior to the outset of the operation caused TaskForce n6~0'ftnis.~ 
their portion of the operation at Khe Sanh on day D+,17 with the same';--,'>,,', 
equipznent they had on hand on day D-17.,:, • . ' c;," ,'-::'", 

," ," . ":""" 

H. (U) COMMUNICATIONS 
".-,'., 

Frem its inception, the airmobile division was intended ro be , 
40 kilometers or more over any type of terrain.'· To provide for C()~- " , 
tih>lOUIl FM communications when conducting this type of deployment,. -,: 
3Z-chr.nnel airborne, automatic retransmission station in a C7Aa.iiic~ " 
W"'-ll de!l!;:;l:~d to be deployed in a convenient 'location to prOVide' 
rel::.y for e:::cntial communications' with leadelemehls. A sec 
tica.l :drcraIt was equipped to' provide redundancy and'round,-the'-ClI[)~~::',~ 
o:'er;,tlon. Since this type of airborne' relay statio~' was not .. V'i ... '''. 

two FlY! vorce relay sta.tions had to be positioned and maintained " .. ,''., ... 
3Z6th Engineer Battalion (Airmobile), Due to the low ceiling on 
positioning of the northrnmost relay was not possible; thus necessitatil~fI 
the eulployznent of an airborne relay in an OH-6A to insure timely 
of rep;;;.ir parts lor the unusual airmobile engineer equipment. The ,BD.I~,n 
age of all types of communication equipment throughout the operation 
made it nec:esoary to strip equipm"nt from other elements in the battal-
ion resulting in a gene.::al ?ecrease in efficiency. 

I. (U)., S!JMMAR Y 

Prior to Operation LAMSON 719 the last sizable airmobile oper .. u~m 
was conducted in 1969 during the c'onstruction of the Gerger airfield in, 
the A Shau Valley. Since that t-!.nte much of the airmobile expertbe " 
within the battalion had been lost. ,However, by conducting several'- ", 
training operations thiEf experience was rapidly recovered. Operation,' 
LAUSON 719 allowed the 10 1st Airborne Division (Airmobile) to ' 
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ANNEX D··· 
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-'; .. , . 

COMBAT INTERl'1EWS 

OPERATJON LAMSON ,719 • 

This annex contains transcripts oltwo taped interviews with the 
Commanding Officer, 2d Squadron, 17th Cavalry •. These ·int~rview8 
were con.:acted on 20 February and 6 March 1971 
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sec .• 'I"e theha';e. gone thl~oilLl:lh ba,. ic IIlCantry training and are . . . tactics and weaponl • Prior'to the impl~menta:tion'oIoperai:ion 9. XXIV COrpl",(. beHeved there were III exce.a oI -n. 000. . eoldiera,ln the'ar!'~ of . " ' operation III Laol. 10,000 oI the 4Z~ 000 betngcomhat t.r09PI ~and,th,:',:, other 32. 000 beills lupport troop. involved in the Binh Trams.c AI early as the fiut clay we cro88ed.~ border there were indications.oCla.rle;.~~~' infantry units, regiments an. d division torward elem .. entll .in the ar,e'~'·'~';'·'~."I.;.:'-.' appears now that they are defending alo,ng the northern rIVer wh1~:.r '. . down to Tchepone u their 'seconclary lille ot detellse •. The nut lliieo' delenle leW!ms to be ..• longroute 92 Band 92 c. Izivolved in theledi,;{sioJ! elements that bve moved Iorward seem to be the 308th NVA Divieioli· ... ;:11 the 304th NVA Division. There aiso have been movements Crom the 8.outl~. by the 8l2th NVA Regiment, and the 29th NVARegiment, all COD(:ell:tri~til;l' on the ARVN units out in Laos: We had located live antiaircraft regilIXlElnf,.~ at the time ot going acr08S the border, consi8ting ol ZOOene'lny aD.n~ .. r-· . ~ralt paaitioDl ·which included 23mm, 57mm, 37mm, and 100mm ., . craft gulU, but not the 12.7mm, and the 14. 5rnm weapons. We found' that the information provided by the Air Force was valid. They had:': good idea where the antiaircraft weapons were. W'e 1 .. ve tound oUr bi;;;::est threat has Dot been trom the 37mm or 23rritn, but trom the' numeroul 12.7 machine gun., which are located throughout the area" open.tions. I don't know how many lOOmm'1 they ~~ve out there ..... ~;;,,"~ locations for most of the 12. 7mm'8 were not avaUable betore we in. However, .we have tound them tO"be employed around 37m.m'. tor.. protection and all along the high ground along the roads, particularly .outh of the 'DMZ and acrose the border into Laos, which obviously their interest on route 1032. The 308th has not been involved in operations against allied forces now in almost three years. They have been Hanoi's palace guard. They are extremely well-trained and a' disciplined combat force. The 304th operated last year in Northern Military Region 1, primarily.in the DOl Krong River valley and the Khe .' Sanh plain area. Last year we contacted two battalions infiltrating into' the area and actlUlly neutralized their effective combat force. The NVA Regiment infiltrated earlier in AprU and May. The 9th NVA Re'giJrn4! infiltrateain July. The 66th has 8ufIered heavy ca8ualties also; how«~vl!i'", they left in September and October of la8t year, wenfback up an4 got· . , ... - . 
resupplied and now there are indications that they are coming dowA to 
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.. up with their' illterreg .. -);~:Th;~';~trii 
dnce lut summer.'· This hu o .. le.... .~~ ..... "'., 

area.. 'The Z4 B Regiment ne';"er·d'lac~.g,.ti:'1lnf~,;~!!a~!!;Lrn; . '. 

out in Laos all year. I think they. ~ ·ere tJ~~~~~~~~~;~;~~~~il:~:~ 
in Laos, and they were just about the' ..Lf . 

- be out in· Laos just acroBS the border.' there 

oI the 308th NVA Divisiqn. It appears that the complete .lUllth 

Division will be in northern Laos, iI it is Dot· already, by the ·~"'''~'''Alt'''''''~!:.j:i­

week. So we have two units operating in Laos, both of them c~~:~l~J~ 

e!Iective and well-respected enemy d~.lsiQiu •. ~ addition' :.:) t 

1 mentioned a few minutes ago, we have the 81Zth and the 29th 

Military Region Tri-Tiuh-Hue, moving from· the south. We also l1&'Ire .... ·, 

out to the far west. the 2d NVA Divisioll from lower LaoB and C;.mbodila~ 

which moved up prior to the operation and now seems to be moving SOmlD."; 

what in "r direction. . 

B. WEATHER 

The weather should be in our favor •. We are 

L'te infiuence oC the NE monsoon with winds primarily com;"lg lr'o!tL·C.l.l)e 

NE, brin;:;i; low clouds and drizzle in eastern Quang Tri. Provln.:e 

Ho,"rever, here at Khe Sanh the w;'ather is traditionally better •. 

should hnprove as we go further into Laos. Thi(ia one'of the" _'.::.<.<0< .... 

why we are open.ting out of Khe Sanh. The weather will be.h .. ,H,;~r:.t 

we station ou.t of Quang Tri. We c9uld have had our TOC and 

troops ~ck at Quang Tri, but there might have been dayethat.~ . .' 

couldn't get out ·,ere. We couldn't start operating out .in Laos untiL,. 
late in the afternoon, wherea. here, if it ia foggy it normally brealts" 

about 1000 or 1100 hours. Allo refueling and rearming can be '.' 

accomplished here and control of our Air Cay troops is better from' . 

. this command location. That is why we have such a concentration. 

aircraft out here rathel' than at Quang Trl. However, we have .... ~UI'W.~ 

one troop back at Quang Tri just to disperse the aircraft. 

C. TERRAIN 

As far as the terrain goes, as we get further out into, 

Laos, it is primarily high plateau region that slopes to the west; 

is some rugged terrain in the NE corner of Laos as it meets·the 

of the DMZ. However, mOlt of the terrain isn't as rugged as 
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used to 1U"ol'kU1I" 
valleYI ~d trlple canopy .Mos t ~fitii,e. ~tiipl~' c:ancl'p,"u 

Laoa. They have double canopy and II. ," ., .. . 8'in aome . 

area... There tatripple' canopy •. but~t a8e,xtenirive:~.~,,~ .... r~t~led .' 

to. Wlut we want to describe JslhCl r..ct tha.t we went.~:agldnat a,','- " 
sophisticateci enemy in a ban area'overbere where hewasabl«j','tC, . 

employ a good communication system -.vith fine weapons, . 

perlonnel .and antiaircraft capabUitiea. 

n. (C) OPERATIONS (LieutenantColoriel Molinelli) . 
.. " " ~,I 

A SITUATION 
; .. 

The For1U'&rd Air Controllersbave co~~ upon the radio on 

several occasions 'and run us' out of area_ that we were working iii, 
And said. "It's just too bad--too hot in there." This is 'reporte'd" ",.; 

to be o:>.e of the heaviest antiaircraft areas in all Southeast AilIL.' , .-:L:?,,·, ",.",'II!' 

heavier than anything that was kr,,:lWD,inthe 2nd World War. Nowwhat. ' 

1 'r.l really sayit!g is that we all came up here with a lot of expectitioli';;: 

.' ·~i~a·ion =c l..- v• ~, .... , .. • '""nO' .1. .. 1 <}ce 1-~'lic~-ter could, BUrVt've' .' 
.. ~L:r t..: '" • '-I ~ ............... : ,.4.' ,,_I. ~ •. ,-' ~~ ~.'., ~'i-' ' ',' '.0" 

ir. m~<ii= to hi,;h intc.,dty w;:.rf:l.rc .. ,;>;a.inot s.;,phisticatedweapOJUi., . 

air ,.t:,,~riority and TAC air support, and I really think that .we. 

".';.-,;lll: in agaJ..nut those 12. 7nun'8 23mm's. 37='" and 57nun's' i w1i.'(i:)~~ 

''«'ere not too bad in the southern part ot the area. ot operation. 

:::,ortion up t.h~re in the I!.orthern area.was reputed ,to be the worst 

of So-atheallt AIIi:l and the'heaviest fire of anyplace, including the an,u-" 

aircnlIt defenses around Hanoi. So what they saw after 'we Bt opped bomlC!l 

ing up north was the movement of the antiaircraft units into Southern' 

Vietn.a.m and the 80utbern portiOll of North Vietnam in the Tri borde1:' 

area which is were the ARVN Rangers at'e now. There are a lot of.'L 

people who s .. y the helicopter c;.Jlnot survive that type of an ellLviro1nz:nelll 

but we are looking at people who ru.ve Burvived it and we have learned 

of lellBonB in ilie first iour or Iive days of working out there. 

-B. Am CAVALRY Tj\CTICS. 

1 would like to go back =d discus" our IOSJ3es isolating , 

each one, and try to figure out what we could do and couldn·t....do. 

IItarting with day one.: We received intense ll.7nun, 37mm, and ",,,_,,;; 
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o;t~!;:r~~ :~:tU:a~;'r';':~~~!'l-o~t~'~:~~'~~"'~I~~i~~~QOII1" 
the total. --a lot, proha.bly, c. ;ht orten' 

three alrcuft that dar. So lettl.tc¥ani1iall)l~.~.ei~ch. ,,11~r~.ft .. ', 

~ee .... hy we 10lt it. We lost one tJH,:"la~:. "":~::~ 
up £loom the lIOuth, .... ho wa.. orbiting'atl . feet Ul"'Ci"~"'" ·a:nCl't1Ite>'.':li',)~.·.r:·A' 

terrain was rmming 1100 to 1500. They just knocked him out of .~. ::;H.::i;~, 

alky, crashed, burned, two killed, two recovered. The two thatwer.·;'· 

l-.Uled were hit with ama.ll arms fire belore they cra.ahed .. they <1.11<1.11:"',"" 

,,-.,en get out of the aircraft. That'ta. pru)f error right. there.' 

ou:;-ht to b . .., better tha.n that. Now let'Jltakethen..xt one we lOllt~:<;':",\ 

a LOB a.nd a Cobra. The LOH waa doing' areeonat· treetop level, mo.t .'. 

;ill day, and was getting along fine and the Cobras:were taking a beating 

from I.he a~t!.lI.ircraft lire and shrapnel hitB.; No direct hit. lrom. ':: •. 

37mm's or 57mm'B. The LOH was gotngdown a ridge atievei~ .. ' 

which is wl1<"tt he is suppoBed to dl), pulled of! to the' aide of the rielgllll,' 

tlovred up =d looked back to see what was back up under ther~;' 

Vr..\S knocked uown with sma.ll a.rms fire and lZ.7mm' ••. He knows' . 

L' .,1' ~n th--:.t, this is a pilot error. We had to get that crew·out~, .. ···-<·t .,·i._"'·:~' 

" .!,,,",," .... :'u! to recover him and he was shot down the same way;"';' 

C'::~'· . .'; !-If: ~~w h" W~O going ag::.ins.t it and they knoc.kedhlm down. .. , ... _.<_ 
"';,0 <"~:lcr Cobra 0:1: of the 'team went in rIght ':'Vhe!'.e theLOH warl' 

,~!:'U""~d en th~ brakes and dropped down and pickel up th~ LOB' . 

':'1:.-::)" rade out.on the roc::ct pads. The UH-IH that·was out there "'.,Int::'!!-

::.;. hI> l~ vel Uke the LOB pilot was nying .. He got;tn~ .. ez:t'rll(:ted:~b,e";~:)::;ifl 

Cc~'ra crew, and took a few hitl! coming out.' He had them' on a 60.': 

:;:- 1:J:) Lot rope, with a McGuire R~g. He was in there about twenty" 

r.:Uxmtes and survived. They couldn't hit him because he was 

d;:'71Il in a hole. As we look at those three 108sell we see they are the,' 

r('[;,'lto o! pilot errors. You donlt tell a pilot this when you are 

t:l:"'~ ttl hlm about his tactics, but they are really pilot errorrl.· . .' 

thing we know better now." We did get some 8harapnel·cIama.ge from'th .. .. 

57rl'.m, but we had no direct hits with the 37mm'0 or the 23mm'lI. -.We " ... .. 

bot 'lulte a lew hita with the 12.. 7='8 and small arms. Altitudes: 
. ',' 

._ .... 

D-6 ..... 

... .~ .. ~ .... -~~ .. ;.: 
~ ~'~ '?l1~;"; . . . 

,-,.: . 

. :7-··-~-.: :.' ,- ...... " .. -: ... ~~ 
" : 

............ ~~.~---------... -



• 

c. 

We lw.ve recently run into armor out there. We have er..ga,gE!Cl 

PT 76's u.nd Soviet armored personnel carriers on a number of 

occ;:.sians. Our criteria far destruction are to break it apart'or burn 

we can't call it destroyed. We have damaged an71ared personnel'carr'ler 

and about three other PT.76's that we have engaged. Theae PT 76'. 

were active. All but one of them was moving, and they were employ­

ing their organic weapons systems. They ~'ere also protected by a 

crossfire of 37mm's and 12. 7nun's on a ridge. We were fiying low, 

the 37mm'o c!idn't h&ve any im'pact on The battle, but the 12.7nun'a. 

=~de it very diHicult to get in there and engage. We still didn't ., 

h:we our high explosive anti-tank rockets. We damaged them,a.nd 

chunl.s of! thetn. We:elaimed destruction lor one or tVTO. ifllen, ," 
leeling pretty good and thinking we were getting 'I1\;'8e, I had 
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.. ' , about ."llther ~r~~ecl 
toward Tc.hepcm.e, so I sent the 
Uti U they could engage thi8 a'rIIw!~eG 

ud. incidentally when the1"mcved . ". • . ...:: .. :, .... :., .. :: .. , .. ;.!.'.:.~; 
into the high tnterusity antiaircra!t;ar.ea:;" •. They, . .. . " " . 
'ccnT'Cll1ial weapona. 1 dem't belin. they even had a . ". '. "::A'" 
They blew bI.g chuDlul oIl it, and 8topped it dead in it. traJ;'ka.'.;pa!t.:':· .,' '. 
were taking fire from it and when they got through with it they :"~'::',."' .. , 
were not taldDg fire; it ",·a.s8tor~d dC;1d.They ~ctually 8aw " .. 
of it break oU and so i1.yingtfu-!l'.tg.1LtJ1e·~ir;·:.:We,br~ght . .' .. : ' ... ' 
an,l dl!brlded them. I told them tliat we eXpected to IindPT 16'i8• 
Whon we debriefed the pilots they began to taUt about the' clrtiint.':f~:< 
lIW=.ted on the outilide. . I wali sure £hat we had:given them. the wrong 
in.brnntion and I got them toIincl the picture of tlle tank iii our ...... ,'.' . 
So-n.et handhook.· It turned out to be::a.,~.)nct,T3 •• IfVLl~edi~~~ .... 
",ho:n they 8nid they saw drwna on the' 8ide~" Toniy' kno,-!le~g~ctha~~' ~ .. ' 
fi:'Bt en.zilgement with a helicopter again8t 'enemy armor bi.i:ombaL: ,'.:" 
,~rith C02'lV<!!:ti.-icm.al weapons we have eitherclamaged 'or de!~'oye~ every .. 
'We }.:we bmd i!.!ld bve.n't lost an aircraft tDdoing8o. It '£8. v;ry</·· . 
~ ;;:;.:I!c:'.ltt tCl:ct ','-0 d" c: :·c J' : :''''. ""!!h tb", Cobra which is iui extremely 
·--~"·~·'C"·M; , ..• 'p- c:o~~ftr'ui ·to s~~e·1.'-~ li'"e the "" "'l1Ul'~~ •. _ ........... _., .. ) ..................... _ ..... ~~....,...... • • .1. .... "" 0..:_ ~ ... ~ ,.... ..., 

~. 'leW mi: ~ilc with ~tabi1itr .rystefus'andan o~~;t:,::~~~~~;::;':d;~n~£J~~~~~i 
::.~':'::".. I t!-> 1-:.'; thl!l)~_a application all over E;t~Ope/ The .. " ... ' '. 
woe c;m e.,,;",~e armor and step it. We take c, 'til goingou1:the:r~·aD.cl;>-.~·: 

. , '. "", 'J>".1 
:-et;in:; ~d· .. but we have yet to lose.ran lLir..:raft'to anel1e=y tabltanci , 
we hz.ve .to-ned the tanks. That is the part that we llet:d to eXpound: .. 

D. COORDINATION AND COOPERATION ---

TAC LIR AND A77ACK HELICOPTERS 

Ala 0, there ill a'c=troversy between the attack helicopter 
or air weapo:1-:! platform and TAC air. I thiDk it will go on. One 
'Point t:l:JU 1 think is very siGnlIicant is that the TAC air pilot 
c=o~ a.c:quire targets via"l2.lly where the helicopter can, except for ' 
fieethig or lloIt targets. The Ilelicopter, at least the Cobra," doe8" . 
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not carry.u1r!~ieDCOl'dnin~en~ .....','. " "target I and hal' to 
lave help. We have o{courae" the controveraY01Cer the fixed wing, . 

which would by UI very nature, be similai' to:the\ aircraft that are 

O".1t there and th:lt ia not reaUy what we need. We need attack 

helicopter we:."')l:JnB platform. togo out and 'See for the FAC. The 

helicopter ta: up that space aI/ground that the infantry Wlit ' ,," 

com-Pfl&nder c. ,trol. with the poW of a ri.o.e, out to that g ~',ound~re, 

t:l~ FAC can put in TAC air. YOll've got to be cognizant of minimum >' 
",.-.fe dirl!:r.l.nce of bombs. You can get TAC air in just so close. 'It'" }_~.'" ,1~ 

.,Oll. talk to the FACS around here. therels nothing they would rather':'ii;;1%~ 

~",:dr. v::th thn the Cn because the Cay get8 out, 8pots their target.;"~~~ 

m.~r:r.:9 Clem, and goes an to the next target. In a recon role, your':;!.,; 

bc.:;t kt is Cav or a similar type organization with helicopters and a,,:, 

FAG willi a set ,of lighters. It's the greatelt gUIle in the world. You' .::, 

j>lst .o.y don::;, find a target, II'.a.rk it perfectly, let the Air Force 

hit it. You go in and tell the FAC what he got and you go to the 

t:Ezt one, ,,1' you go on to the next target, and then come b'ac}('and 

td.l '-"l::l wh;J.t he got afterwards. This is sotn~thing that ought to be.' " 

"::-,'r,'.L'2:1ed up~:n. It to something we ought to look into. It's a 

~ ';-':;::"'\:<:':! t:~c of 'fCuT re::on aosets with a FAC a.nd TAC air • 
• 

, . 
E. Trr:: CO}.;:?:P .. ~·:D AND CONTROL l-!~~COPTER 

. ~ 

Tbe oth-er thlng 1 want to r:u:'e Burc gets down is the 

C!):nr.,,,r,,l =d'Godrol Aircr::.ft witb your rCCOD unit. The Command., , " 

CorJ:r:;1 ... 1::-craft u.n three Ft,·Po, two VHF's llnd a. UHF, and he'ear'rie' 

a::'. ;.rtl.llery l~"t~:!on officer with him. W11cn we get out there. we're' ,~., 

ti"d j:,.to t'be Air Force or troops we Ire \Vor!~ing with, the unit on the 

r:-o=d, and tbe artillery on FM. I'm tied into the FAC on VHF or TT'tr1:"'~ 

or scm~t!=ell both. So~etimes I t;>.lk dirp.ctly to the TAC "ir that'. 

<::::m!l:3 in. III"-Y. "Hey b\1.ddy, you're short. long. left. right, get 

:.t t1.p, dawn, you're f,etting fire, make your breaks the other di . 

'r::J!J cc=,~nd and control ,,!ement perI,nita us to IIhnultaneously talk· 

to tl.e g-rown<! troops, be res!lonsive, employ tht! artillery, employ. 

:::;L"l~hip.ll, and eml'loy TAG a.ir, ll.ll on the same target at the same U.,,, ... 1 

TLlt'fl !!omething that's h:>rd to learn.- You have to get the FAC CCllIlllGeJ 

of y;)~r ability to employ the ... rtillery. Once he knows it's you, the 

can peur the &rtUlery.in there, determine which was to con:!!)n ' 

<lnd go out, or recommend which way to come in or out with the TAC 

-[::11 can swing the JJtA or the gunships in, whichever way you want it 

go. Yo.u can employ all your Cay. your __ ~.RA. your gunships, and 
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TAC all' aU on the nme target';':t 's the ultimate 

dcaire. ,To bring maulve firepower" 'and it is really 

something we have to expc :,ndupon and , '. , • '" Thie has been 

our secret here, because we don't'carryt~~nUlc'b,po!,er~.~,W • 

account lor half the kills around here in the division and everyPlace., , We ' ' 

get hal! 01 the total kills anytbne and these are onlyconIirmed killa., 

For in8ta.nce, one time we engaged the 9th Regiment in the 'KheSanh 

pmins area and c.;n!irmed 139ldlls. The ARVN'. walked through " ,',' 

the area a couple of days later and confirmed 43Z killed by l.:!llcopter~':::~,{{~; 

We could only Bee 139 bodieB~' Thh c()ot'~ted use :,of all aut' CirepoVr.~Jit 

of all the firepcler that'. available, run by one man'that is s't111 ", :_:~';':~ 

being ruponsive to the man an the ground--that's what makes money;' ',":;;\i-

.. ~;.-~ .. " .... 
.. ;'i 
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.SECOND INTERVIEW ' .. " 

The following d.ocument is !l transeribe.d copy of a taped in~erviewwith 

LTC Molinelli, the Comrru>.nding Officer of the 2d Squadron·(Airmobile), .'. 

17th Ca~y recorcled at Camp Eagle 6 March 1971. 

Since we talked last time we have seen two armored columns: one of 

six tanks :lnd one of eight tanka. One of them had troops with the "''''' .. ;.,c:, 

~ci:ll, and both were protected by antiaircriLft weapons. We engagedthtt~ 

tanks with gunships to ten ... orarily stop them and then turned th .. target::';~~ 

ever to the TAC air. It took between two and three hours to totally stcp:'l'i 

~e cclttmn; however,. they didn't get very far from the'initial point'::;, 

of si5:;;.~inr:, Il.nd e,llch til.nl: ~-tasimmobi1ized when TAC air completed the' " 

t:".J~aian; Our rule for d.-.age is to blow chunks off of it:. For de8- ,."" 

::-ucticm creui.t, the vehic must be blown up or burn.Whcrso we did.. 

=-o~ reyort the tanlUl tb;,.t "''' engaged as destroyed we should have m..a.de 

::::,me refsren:e to the bct that tlley were immobilized. In view of this, • 

,'-" In .... .., ~ ';;k t:"c}:~d e::d tr\::<1 to debrief ~h" p:lots cC:lcerning what 

~ ':.; .'"!y .-;:..':1. ._:..l~ -\":;'.t e-.c y ,_" .. ;. . ":~lr .. !: ~,: :.:,.; :; L,:< .":': :1.nt to ". :lte that 

C":;" ...::·it·~r!~~ :~'re B-i.:l'lct 50 th'l.t we retnL'1 cr~~·;~,Uity.s a ~~ood' 

_ ';-'1:1:' '.:::e 80".!rce. Tbo c\ ~e-" morning tlle Air Force e .J·aged eight'",: ;, . 

'-_;;,'-.D, :tr>:! i:epcl·te'd ei::;ht ~w-.s dCbtro)'ed. 1 b'-'lie~e t.'ldY used the 

.:,;:."rj,~ L,,~ ~Iince t!ley I1toFP~d the tanks l1H'l' rlestr0Yl!!d them. A VR 

iJi't;:,e Fi'C c:ld a. VR by the Cav:i.lry'c:id not revea.l (]cstroyed tanka· " 

.. i.:::n; ti, .. rC<'.d. As .. ~tter of fuct, there wero none.· So now we hay ' 

;:-e;,pcrt tl~t liots the Air Force destroying 60 or 80 ta.nks. and in 

",u (:li\3e9 ~ do not le.ve the hI:. 11 0 to Jubstantiate this. There"s 

cbvi~\l~lr 2. discrepancy in the criteria for dan~.ge or' destruction 

be::-:/cCll the services. I thlnl~ we shuuld all usc t.he s.- :le criteria. 

AU"Ceilly we have had sopte cc~tact with ground to air missiles since 

15 or 16 November 1970. We are of course, aware of the RPG'a and 

\:;e bve lost a.ircraft to the RPG'II, but this weapon does not really 

[ .. 11 i:1~0 th., ground to air cat.:gory. On 15 or 16 'November our pilots 

rr""rted receiv'ing Ii'"e i:o.terceptors. ·The Lire wall not an RPG. It 

h,:,d II. red s:mo:.:e, trail and left a defL .. lte trail in the sky which an 

I::?G does not. It showed no rragment~tion vI the warhead when it _._ w. 
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exploded. The explosion was of an RPG •. It . 

was !ired at the OH-6A's in the ROlo in 'extremely poor 

weather. It exploded to the leCt and rear !Ji most:'ca:s~8.·We debrieCed 

. the pUots and seDt in reports. SinCe that time we've had. other , ..... 

incidents, ·and some batUe 'damage where we have'.a.1.vagedpieFellof . , ... ' 

fro.gmentl! and pieees of the aircraIt that were hit and sent'them.to.'· .. · 

tlSARV for eyalu:::ion. In Laos we have had several reports of ground 

to air miDsiles. One of them WJ.B a very large ground to air miuile. 

The pilot reported it looked lilte a SOD-pound bomb going the wrong' ..• .. ~~~ 

way. Then a better debriefing of it gave us a Z liZ foot missile a~()¥t· >.il .. ···.··'. 
6-8 inches in diameter. We have had other reports of essentially 'the"":" 

C;lme thing beil::; fired at aircraft. We have had the miuUes inside ."'~ii 

Laos. We &1so have had a large number of airbursts·,.Laos and reporta··;~ 

frem 1,Uoto of being tracked or at least receiving beeping noises on . 

L'l::!i:r FM. They IUsumeoi·they were being tracked by radar and sbortly. .'; .. :. 

\l;.cre:lfter did receive an air burst. None of the missUes nor radar-' . 

c'irectcd Iluns ~ve been significant in our combat. They donftprovide· .... 

L.1.t grc.et :;. threat. We have received some shrap" il dalTlAge from air- .. : 

lc"r.~t3 l~C.!.;)~ cf: o:.round the aircraft, but they don't seem to get the 

:~~_.:;" .. ,/':'!'~- "7":-11. ~~lCY \!.!n~:::ly ~:o ~ycnd us and explode. . . 

. . "-" . 

L'!~'::l lzok fa;.- a Inbutc at ilie fire bases 'we have lo"t. We loa·t. 

~:'''n t:eca;:,c we ',:ere not able to resu?ply or there was inadequa:tti" .. ·, ""',..~. 

a=t'-'Litlcn JI~o't'nbe on the fire base. Fire BaSe 30 received ... dir.ect. 

l.:t e!J. ~e amrr.·.l1Iitlon and the rest o£ t.'le base just exploded and .bur .. "db"1 

,,11 cay. Lea~or,: tile ammunition ",;.sn't unde~ground '(not all of it 'by 

any me~.'Jl. At the 21st Ranger Battalion fire base again we could 

net r;:os:.tpply and they r.d a number of wounded. We, in fact, just 

cur:lc!n't get to it. They were s:.trrounded, but not ov~rrun. or 
the four "ire bli.nee we lost or.1y one was overrun. That was overrun 

by armored vehicle. during a neavy rainstorm when we couldn't get 

to OTork on them. ARA iii jill t about committed 100 per cent oC the , 
Hlne for tlJe troop lUts going into and out of the LZ'., and eB ~ort or 

C!!-47's, and all contact missions. We have used very little ARA 111110;: ••.• 

w" 've been up here. We could uS.e AR/l. total capabUity every day all 

ourselves, but it haa't been avaUable because they've been working, 

80 he.rd with the Group on the contact miuiona. The question arises 

whether their role &s GSR to 108th Group is correct. They'l:l!.g .. n ...... , 

support reinforcing to the fire oC lOath Group. Theoretically if you 

want AltA you call the Group. For instance, if the AR VN have a. 
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contact mission they call the Cavz.lry; We pa.Il ~eme.r;;.ge immed!ately 

to ARA. If Group is going to make a lift they Cl.\l1 dJ.rec~T, to AltA. " U 

we need AltA we call directly to them. Also, it's beeD.'r"c~nded. '­

t)r at least has been considered, to have ARA attached to the Cavalry or" 

some closer relationship with it •. This would ma!:e ARA more re.~ ... , 

sive to our needs, but probably less responDive to the Aviation GrC1lp~ 

Response to ARVN wouldalso be increased. I c.on't C"J!C~ with . . 

b"cause if you do that with the ARAthenyouput the Ca.v ina ~<'.I'''';.:'',.;o, 

cupport role, which is not their role. I think we C.";l t:e~ !':'o= ~~ fliI.YilSIl 

tha.t we were pulled off our primary mission o! reconna~'I:a!1Cf) to 'Pl:'Ci •• ~ 

vide au: 'port for the fire bases that '.; iii jeopauluell the to:;&1 rec11l:lld.ilsllU 

cifort. A good exa.mple is the day the ARVNwere.urprilrec by eouuU'IJ 

teJ,t ovrran Fire Base 31. We opotted them 3 ki1..ometera ina .. 
lir~ di~tance from the !ire base six kllometers Uriv:'-.z.-Ther·r.ad 

down, turn 2.rmmd, ?nd come back up. I beE,eve the propel' rou of . 

c v io reco!'.nais!:ance of the area. We would have cauglltth-e:n 10 to: 
12 kil.~rndcrs 3.w .. ,/ hom the fire base and wauld pave h3.d :r. lot, mor .. :'.~l 

:~!n .. ~ to t::l-i:;;.Io~C t::'·:';I:a "-nd f3:~Op tho.: cclL.~ ... ~. I be':'l~~··!'· :~ l!t:-·~~lt: !:;t'''''t.-:b .. ,.>~ 

t'Clh.:, ~~t ;;.t .. i . .:.t l~:·~ic.;1.ar tL-neo :'e were r,iven ~:--·.t •. u.c.t:'C.·J;U:i to. ~~."z~~; 

t]l~ f:!""d! '/ troops, We were tryi!1gto move·0'.;rC-,1'1HU·l'l"4r eo;~ 

t::..;:-c which I:::Ucd to :n·,.,e [or two or thne days., . proVidm:; thC)~'~ 

r~';;ul:"d in our 10sir,:; the rcconr.>lisSance 'capar.:u:'~yto pick up"~ ~O'e:''11t 

bilks a long wa,/ out, ;'.r.1 stappin:!: then w'..th helicoptera .... ,l1cL;,\"I.:·"i·t.Il~<4'~ 

a.irc~aft. Weather also hurt badly in reference to those t<:nlts." 

Let us discu9s the role of the gunships in the "-. .-:ia.tion c.."mwOD .. , 

which h';'8 12 AH-IG ' 8 • One company in each b:'.t~ .. lion L:I an az'::'tJ.ecll.:. 

helicopter company. This comp2.lly e:Jcorta the UE-lHls all ~T Ir 

the time they take o£f to ",'hereV1!r they go, WltU they return. 

p!'obably fly more hours on their Cobras than Uly oUler armed aircr~ 

unit in the division, and yet they report less prodl.1ctivCI c!:';Jrt. =1U1'J!;~ 

anybody cl..e. I question whether we need to escort our trii-lH'. 

that. - I believe the armed helicopte: should be u3etl in an eccort 

only where il is really required. This is normally t.';c lol.lIt five to· 

kilometers from the LZ when a UH-IH begins to de::ccl1d in~o r" ..... ' .. ~ 

the Iim..oller weapons like the 12.7= /Uld 23mm £1-:-e. 1 ~1ieve 

AH-lG's in the g"ri companies could be used more productively U 

were pooled, and -:ould be used for direct !ire support for the 

still provide'the escort for those airc.raIt in those critical a.rea' 

they' need escort. I take my UH-IH's1nto a.nd out-of an LZ. 

they a.re on their OWD.. I k!loW where they are, ILnd when l'e~c&· 

._---'-------- --------------r--'·-. __ _ 
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to :receive fire. I do th~' ~am~ thlni '.' 
~ut the HAC BAO Company (B1li.ck " .... 

,;,nl Div) down out there to recover a dOWJ1e.llatr<;ra 
. . ,..". -. ~" ' .. 

nnd tell them to report to Buch a.nd Bueh,-ae'p!:dnt On "\l,t:.a.·aD.~ 

mg. I then pick them up .from that point;'!lJ1d es,cortLZ..".~'" 

Once 1 get: ,m out of the LZ and back Up to 'iUUtude I • OPo home."f 
without escort. I can't afIord to escol:t;;· I~onder it we' r'/lally .Can.in the'" 

~vi:J.tion ~t~1iC:la. Metber point tha.t should be strellsed is the nUmber' 

of aircr:Ut J;'J~t Up there and~e type 01 d:unage ,Bustained.Le:t'ago. 

b:lck aud lo:lk ILl it and be ho~ellt about ~h,~reaJid'why th~' . '. 

flCil~i!l.ed. A large numberoI ClU' aircra'!t:thatare d~si:royed (I" 'c' 

ed.:irr .... te b<!tweon 30-40 per cent of our. m";lH l~sBes and Hooltloai'ses) . 

~!"., ll.l!ltin the LZ'II to small arms andmortarflre. An a.ircralt will 

re::cive ir;;zme!lia from a mortar orl.ndi~ect·!ire attack; a~dland on 

the !i:-e ~.:l~ for preca.utionary reaSOD.~ :500ner:or later t; .. e.tbLng 

b" clcGtrc;rcd. '\7e report thia as destroyeaaireraft •. people.thiDk_· ___ .,,, 

G,y \'14;:1"e Z::loc!;"d cut d fue lI~y withhigb or mid-intensity anHal~c: 

£i:-e. '.-e are not :'eilly taking the tune to be ~~et. We rnUs.t'take that 

ti=c to be =,;:', and BD.y whn.t we have loat ~oantlaircra{tlire:i an'd'""t,at"" 

',,,, h: 'C l~.:t J.!, l~H~ LZ t~ ,: : .... ,,:,) ''':.:. We!!hould sClparatethe 

~~ -'''~~'O "·~d ", t ......... ·, :', l~to ..... t-t .. lt-cr' " fl'~~ 8-~1l.·"rrn9 fire.··.·.a.nd lltlGlLre:c 
•••• ........ }. .- • __ ._~ 6 .... " ~ _ ......... ~... _..... ~'"', ~~ _ 

":_' , • - t. • 

.' 
C;o!.c,; 1"':':1 t1 .. e LZ the C:oor gunners [ire' into v'/h~t thoyeall· a"nt'~"'" 

':';,is iii ~ll ri['hl i~r the H:- at aircralt. tat th*,' rest shoUld· not. lU'.e' 0111":41";;;< 

f.:ey g~t cl" .. e to ~l·." LZ. Ther s;hc-... ld wait until thl!y'come out of tb.,":JU'Zl 

. ·~t-::.nGing on fue "dte of the LZ. the door gunner ahould stop .·.~ring.s 

3,)0 or 4CO cct,,!"!! out and ::;:;o·,;ldn't fire agam until he is out of the LZ 

'I7h",re he '\.1'Qll't get his lire in the wrong area. The door glUlllerB. 'have .. 

li. lot or £ire in an LZ. The ii= " .. ircrait \16ually fires all the way into 

fl.e LZ. We t:oually tell him whether or nnt he can. The remaining 

a1rcroUt must ceaae fire· on short final and not fire again until they 

out. "'''hen they enter the LZ .nd receive fire they get misoriented, 

e::c1t<!.!. and don't hear or see well. You must li3ten to know where 

i'!!'e i" ccmlIl:; [:oom. You rou~t know yrhat type of fir" i. coming at 

A l':1t or tir:-tcs ",e put people inl.o an LZ. even when we expect it to be . 

hot, aiving fue::.. fire Ior £ire oo1y because we want to know what 1, in 

that LZ. The pilot and crew chiefs must hear the fire and where itt.· 

locl:.tecl. They should be .11,le to say. "receiving small arm. at 8 0 

at 200 meten. " OUld then nre so as not to produce friendlyca.SlllaJ.~lt'S.""j 
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lot- of thiloliiL~~o, •• w 

So'wehaye a 
fire 81l.ppOrl is diJ~ectetiL. 
if thClT ean put .a:LOk~, orut.".,· 
Scmetbne. . ... , > -.l'U .JlI1iDDtlif.fl~~ 
support.· There.is a .• "l.;ul't~ •. ~ClI8 
L:mU,clill.tely. 

D-15. 

Sg~€FfEL.:..f'J ! I~'lb 
. -,- .... --.~ .. ~.~:":"t.,._'-- .... Ir1.~. ~..,.. 't~.A .•. 

::-'r,··7~.'-·~ .! -~ ., ·/~ ... :'"t;.~.;. ... -.. .::.. " 

. • -.n~)~' .'.. ~ '.. • '~~:~:.:~~-.'~, .1i5.:~,: 0", '., :'.::.;:.:.~~-,::~~'::;> ~~.f:-~·::;f-:~·' ,'~ '".",""''',;,,,;,,( ;:(:~2,~~!;~ .. 


	2960112001a
	2960112001b
	2960112001c
	2960112001d



