October 4, 1993

Dear Mike

This is a complete Final Report-Airmobile Operationsin
suppert of LAM SON 719 from the 101st Airborne Division. It was
classifed Confidential for 12 years and declassified in 1983

Some of the items sent yesterday, First class, in a box are
clearer in the final report.
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A. (U) BACKGROUND RO

al may be valuable to the researcher of airmobile operations in the

" SECTIONI
_ INTRODUCTION

: The reference data compiled herein are derived in part from =
seminars conducted at Khe Sanh under the chairmanship of the Avia~ -7
tion Group Commander immediately following selected combat assaults,
The objective of these seminars was to methodically review each one i
of the major combat assaulis to reconstruct and record in narrative-'.'?{@.
tashion what actually bappened and to derive the lessons learned., Also’
included in the compilation are selected interviews and resumés of -
activities to include pertinent statistical summaries not included in -

the basic volumes ol the Final Report, - e o

B. (U) LIMITATIONS ‘
“This volume is not an integral part of the Final Report itself,:
It includes personal observations and deductions attributed to iden- .
tified individual members of the seminar or to selected interviewees, i
These observations are not necessarily subscribed to by all partici=%
pants nor do they represent any official view, The data herein does
represent, in many instances, eyewitness accounts and first hand -7

source material not available anywhere else. It is felt that this materi-

S
hostile environment encountered for the first time in support of LAMs=i
SON T19. .} S S . s
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| COMBAT ASSAULT * F2
T LZ LOLO.« iR

A. (C) GENERAL

: The original LAMSON 719 plan called for an armored thru
with its axis of advance along Route 9 to link up with an airmobile
assault which would be placed close to Tchepone, the final objsctive. ;
The stiff resistance encountered by the armored column to the wost
and north of A LUOI coupled with the decision to fully search cache s
uncovered by the ground troops north and south of Reute 9, dictated
a change in the overall plan. The line of progress &t thoqnd ~ '

was along 2 north south line running from LZ 31 (X'D)!

1.” CONCEPT - .

_to ALUOIL (XD 5239) on Route 9, south.of LZ BRO

southern escarpment, In.order to regain the mome ' the
toward Tchepone, the I Corps Cormmander directed the Ist AR
Infantry Division to conduct 3 series jof airmobile asszults alongt

". east-west escarpment south of Route 9, A series of fire bises:and

staging areas were to be established leading to a.thrust into the Tchepes
area from the south on March 6. The lst ARVN Inf Div plan ealled [y74
for 2 series of four airmobile assaults with accompanying artille
along the escarpment into LZ's LOLO (XD 4337), LiZ (XD 3739),

SOPHIA 2 (XD 3440), and HOPE (XD 3545). . i
2 MISSION v ¢ . - S

P
»

i

‘The first step in the revised plan was 1LZ LOLO 4 ‘
3 March. The mission was assigned to the lst Regiment, 1st ARVN,
Inf Div to secure LOLO and establish a Forward Operational Base to
support future operations to the west and south. The planm included
combat assault of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Regiment, to be followed |
the regimental headquarters, the regimental reconnalssance compan
and an engineer company with two bulldosers, The enginsors wers t&2
spend two hours preparing artillery pooiti_.nnl?,"pﬂor'jto";hq* insertion::
of the 1st Battalion, lst Regiment, -'gi‘ms:xim‘ioﬂtqi‘aro.iud four 5
155mm howitzers, There were no other troop moves scheduled in
lat ARVN Inf Div or the 1 CPrps;ares-of speration on 3 March.. Re
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liﬁp were lcheduled and !'lown to 'other locationl in the Corpa area
durmg' the day, .

:4. WEATHER .

-

Vinibﬂity on 3 March was a significant factor for the combat
assault on LOLO. The original flight route was to be along the = . ...
escarpment at about 5500 feet. The poor visibility along the -«
excarpment was one of the factors which required the flight route to. &
be moved into the valley to the north so that bendas in the river could: :
be used as navigational aids, S o~ ‘

B. (C) EXECUTION

‘1. ENEMY SITUATION

The air cavalry worked the general area of LOLO about.
a week prior to the assault and located three 12, 7mm positions. -~ .
about one kilometer south of the intended LZ, An aircraft was .
shot down about two kilomneters south of the area during the pre-*
vious day and numerous hootches and recently used trails were obse
ed. The general area was influenced by elements of the 33d Binh
Tram, the 27th Company of the 14th NVA Antiaircraft Battalion,
and the 35th NVA Engineer Battalion. Ground fire consisted of
small arms, 12, 7mm machine guns, and 37mm antiajrcraft fire,
There was at least one 37mm position one kilometer north of the s
LZ and numerous 12. 7mm positions strung along the escarpment cov‘
ering the river, Fire was reported by aircraft from all directions .
around the LZ, : :

2, COMMAND AND CONTROL

The c.hlin of commangd for the combat assault on LOI.D was
from-I Corps and 1st ARVN Iof Div located at Military Post near _:
Khe Sanh to the 1st Regiment located at FB DELTA (XD 647300) and
then to the battalions that were being inserted. “The 3d Battalion - o4
was scheduled for tke initial assault, to be followed by the lst
Battalion, The Ground Commander (GC) was the commanding ofﬂcq_
of the 1st Regt, 1st ARVN Inf Div. The Air Mission Commander (AMC]
was the CO, 223d CAB. The PZ was controlled by the S-3, 223d CAB
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‘who was also the altérhat'e_ﬁ,A'.HC he MC proceeded to the LZ area o
. at first light to observe the reconnaissance by‘elements of the Cay and
" to observe the airstrikes, which were scheduled to go.into the area’

pri‘or to LZ time. T -.-...- _ - , ) -:;:v '_'-1 P S n .

i

~ The primary radio net for command and control of the lift ships ‘
‘by the AMC was the UHF net. All aircraft were to moniter the cornmand
UHF frequency for information regarding the coordination between the
AMC and flight leaders. The VHF net was used as a link between the .
AMC and all airborne fire support elements (air cav, ARA, escort :
gunships, and the FAC). The FM radio net was also used az a com- -
munications link with the FAC. The individual companies maintained
internal control of their flight on their own assigned VHF and FM
frequencies,. ‘ _ , A :

The GC had one UHF radio and two FM radios at his disposal in
the console of the C&C aircraft. The UHF radio was available to . °
moniter the progress of the flight. One of the two FM radios was used -
by the GC's Artillery Liaison Officer. The other FM radio was used
by GC to communicate with his ground elements. - ) X

3. RECONNAISSANCE' ' o
B Troop, 7th Sqdn, 1st Cav, OPCON to the Zd Sqdn, 17th Cav " -
received the mission for visual reconnaissance and preparation of LZ -
LOLO. B Troop reconnaissance teams consisted of two AH-1G Cobras |
for reconnaissance effort and one UH-1H Command and Control o
helicopter for coordinating the reconnaissance effort and the LZ
preparation. The Cav troop commander elected not to use the LOK
observation helicopter because of the intensity of antiaircraft activity
known to be in the area. Previous experience from earlier operatiénu"_
in LAMSON 719 demonstrated the vulnerability of the LOH to fire from’
heavy caliber weapons. B Troop relieved their reconnaissance teams
on station to provide continvous support, Cav reconnaissance teams
had worked the length of the ridge line from east to west one week
Prior to'the insertion on LOLO, * The reconnaissance teams did not
concentrate on any specific area. The Cav detectéd recent activity . ;
with continuous movement into the area south and west of LOYLO. The Cag
estimated a possible NVA company or battalion size unit operating B
in the area. On 2 March, one day prior to the insertion, B Troop -
performed a visyal reconnaissance misgion to select the LZ at LOLO

I1-3




and gave a written report to the 1st ARVN Inf Div.". -
included coordinates and descriptions of the primary and alternate
1.7 .ites. Diagrams depicted the LZ and obstacles that were -
p nf. An approach route was recommended.from the north . ;
o stheast and the departure route was recommended to the north
ec r the east, B Troop had not reported any Are in the vicinity *
of . sLO; however 12. 7Tmm fire was received farther south, B Troop..
was briefed by the AMC and was given control of TAC air to coordinate |
the preparation of the LZ. Once the airstrikes were being employed,
B Troop screened to the south and weat of the LZ. Just prior toand
during the insertion, B Troop was directed by the AMC to provide
security three to five kilometers to the south and west. B Troop
was directed to move to several different areas throughout the
insertion. The insertion was not completed until the following day.’

4 STAGNG oL

The staging of aircraft for the assault an LOLO took place - '
at the Lagger Pad, Khe Sach combat base. The aircraft involved
were to report to the Lagger Pad between 0800 and 0830 hours on .

3 March 1971 and shut down for a crew briefing’ by the §-3, 10 1s¢
Avn Gp. At 0930 hours the aircraft under the control of the flight
leaders departed the Lagger Pad as a flight and proceeded to the PZ

5. PICKUP ZONE

The PZ to be used for the assault on LZ LOLO was FB DELTA
Thrity minutes prior to PZ time, the regimental commander sent w
that the PZ had been changed. The PZ was changed from FB DELTA
(XD 646300) to a field location described as being 2000 meters [rom.
DELTA on an azimuth of 300 degrees. The actual location of the PZ
was 1500 meters from DELTA on a 290 degree heading., . '

The PZ was under the control of the S~3, 223d CAB in a CkC
aircraft, The CkC preceded the flight to the new PZ to establish
the exact location. Although the Aight leader was asaisted by the
C&C, he experienced some difficulty in locating-the PZ, This de
and the fact that the troops took longer to load than was witicipated™
caused the fight to bunch up. To avoid becoming too close together,*]

- flight began to swing further to the south and weat in an attempt, to leng}
the flight path and maintain their separation; This path took the ﬂiﬁl ;
over previpusly usknown enemy positions. - T
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ely fifteen s rcra.ft "on the PZ without taking:
; ved fire from
d destroyed as -
a result of this fire, There were three crew | ers pickedup
by a chase aircraft and one by a dustoff aircraft. - No enemy fire ...
was encountered in the PZ ftself but had it not been necessary to change
the Might route, the pickup of the troops might posaibly have been ace
complished without incident. Once the aircraft were able to return .’
to the planned flight route, the enemy fire ceased. The additional™™
pickup of the elements of the 3d Bn, lst Regt from this field location
was completed without incident. ST e ,

fire. The remaining aircraft in the fligh
gouthwest of PELTA, One aircraft was sho

é. FIRE SUPPORT

FIRE o
Planned preparatory fires for 1.Z LOLO consisted of a gen~_ .."
eral LZ prep by heavy artillery from the 108th Artillery Group late
on the night of 2 March. Additional preparatory fires were planned’
including ARC LIGHTS during the early morning of 3 March; tactical
air strikes from 0715 to 0930 hours; and an artillery preparation -
conaisting of ARVN 155mm fire from DELTA 1, US 175mm fire from
the 108th Artillery Group from TABAT commencing at 0930 hours, "
and an ARA prep from 0956.to 1000 hours. .. . S gt
The 108th Arty Group fired a general LZ prep from 2214 to2 04
hours on 2 March consisting of Hfty-six 175mm rounds. Thirteen i34
ARC LIGHTS were planned for 3 March, eight requested by XXIV COrpt
and five by I Corps, none of which were planned in the vicinity of L
LOLO. I Corps later diverted ten of the orginal thirteen, but only
one was diverted to the vicinity of the LZ. That ARC LIGHT was
executed at 0455 hours, At approximately 0700 hours, B Troop,
7/1 Cav arrived on station to identify targets for FAC controlled . .y
tactical air strikes, At 0800 hours the AMC arrived at the LZ and foun:
that no TAC air had been employed. The AMC attempted to contact : : !
the FAC without success. The AMC contacted HILLSBORO, the “
alrborne USAF command and control center, requesting information
on the absence of TAC air and was informed that the air In d been..
diverted., Immediately following this notification, contact was est-
ablished with the FAC and the first airstrikes began at 0838 hours. -
From 0838 to 0944 hours, four sets of TAC air with Dai.s'y'Ciitter"ui'd“
conventional bombs were employed for LZ construction and neutral«
jzation of enemy, positions. Numerous air strikes were employed .
for troops in con Ract throughout the dag. At approximately 0930
hours, ARVN 155mm howitzers from DELTA 1 prepared the LZ.";
with 489 rounds until 0956 hours. No heavy artillery from the 108th

- )
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Arty Group was us ctua ep.of the’

artillery from the 108th was employed i'planned targets three & ..
kilometers south of the LZ commencing at 1040 hours. The final phase -
of the preparation for the combat agsault was carried out by the ARA
from 0956 to 1000 hours working in conjunction with the Cav teams .

on station. T N BT

| The 4/77th ‘provided two sections of ARA (station time 0945) to

. provide fire support for the combat assault, The ARA fired a pre‘;‘-;f-"""“'-ﬁ‘
paration directly on the LZ and also fired a preparation on the approach
axis into the LZ, Once the preparations were fired, ‘the ARA went into’
or to

a CAP of the area to answer calls for fire from the ground elements

engage enemy antiaircraft positions. When the enemy gunners engaged the

1ift aircraft, the fire of ARA was not called for since the source of the
enemy fire could not be determined. - coT IR

7. PICKUP ZONE TO LANDING ZONE

The flight of 35 UH-1H lift ships departed the PZ under the control *
of the AMC, CO 223d CAB., The flight route was from the PZ to -~ -
DELTA 1 to BROWN with a straight-in approach along the escarpment’
to the LZ, landing to the west. This flight route was chosen to avoid .

* the northern face of the escarpment, which was suspected to contain %
dug -in antiaircraft positions. This route was used-for the first two "
1ifts into the LZ. For the third, fourth, and fifth-lifts, the flight route
was changed to north of the LZ., From the release point the flight flew
due south to the LZ with a right break landing to the west. This change ¥

was made because of the high intensgity of enemy fire along the original-«

final approach path and the reduced visibility caused by the smoke from™}
fires surrounding the LZ. These fires were started by airstrikes which
were preparing the LZ. . oy 7

The enroute altitudewas between 5500 and 7000 feet. Gunship . °
coverage of the 1ift aircraft during the flight route was provided by ARA
and Cav aircraft to and from the rearm/refuel point, The prescribed .
separation between Mft aircraft was thirty seconds, o o

-

8. ASSAULT ‘

-~
- - .
- by - R

The assault on LZ LOLO on 3 March 1971 consisted of three
separate attempts to insert the 3d Bn, lst Regt. The first and
second attempts were aborted as a result of intensive direct and
indirect fire. The LZ area received addftional preparation by
TAC air and armed helicopter gunships after each of these attempts.”
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‘ craft, four lift aircraft were shot down, twelve others hlt, ‘and three

thrid group of airatrikes was employed around the LZ..

'I“he !.nithl ass

‘from small arms and automatic weep ) ] T
bad beén shot down in the vicinity of the PZ md enly the first eighteen
remaining ajrcraft were able to get into the LZ. before the AMC aborted
the remaining aircraft. During the ineertlon of the ﬂrst eighteen air- L

UH-1C gunships were damaged from enemy fre. Fire wasg received 5
from the entire area around the L.Z, with the heaviest fire coming. fram
the southwesat and southeast. The insertion was aborted at 1030 hours '
and the thirty remaining lift aircraft and their escort gunships retnrne

to Khe Sanh, refueled and awaited further euppre- llon of the enemy

fire in the vicinity of the LZ. - . o ; e -

After additional airltri.kes had been placed 1n the LOLO area,
the second attempt to insert troops was made at 1312 hours, This
attempt was made at a touchdown point on the high ground a?proximately?
75 meters north of the initial touchdown point. Only five aircraft- 54
were able to place troops on the ground as the second aircraft inthe :
14t received a hit from a mortar round, crashing near the LZ, :
The second attempt was aborted at 1320 hours, with three lift air- -
craft damaged in addition to the one destroyed and,one escort PR
AH-1G damaged. The flight again returned to Khe Sanh while the

B
© e

-",.

During the firat two attempts ta get into LOLO, the lift :
package bad been reduced from 35 to 19 fiyable aircraft. Twenty-thre
additional 1ift aircraft were added to the flight for a total of e
42 aircraft for the third attempt to cemplete the assault. s

Prior to the third atternpt, a decision was also rnade to elter
the flight route, approach path and touchdown point. The new ﬂight
routewas from the PZ north to the river, then west along the river ..
to the release point (RP), which was a bend in the river due north .-
of the LZ, The approach path was flown directly south ‘from the RP
to the LZ with a ¥ight descending turn which terminated landing to the
west. The touchdown point was: moved to a lower slope of the high .-
ground on the northern tip of the ridge. This gave. the aircraft cover

from artﬂlery hitting on the h.llltop. - . .

The third ettempt commencing at 1545, completed the ineer)-;
tion of the 3d Bn,. lst Regt, 12 sorties for the regimental CP and
12 sorties of engineers. The final attempt met with much less
resistance as only amall arms fire was encountered. This accounted *

for 13 additional Jift aircraft and two UH-1C gunships damaged but




nome shot down.' Reg ag schedul ‘_ _

after the 3d Bn on 3 March. But since U insertion took longer .

than expected, the 1st Bn, a racohﬁl'iufa',nce;qggp_fny_', artillerymen,

and the remainder of the engineer company' ﬁefé,inderl_:ed the following
The insertion of LOLO was completed on 4 March 1971, PZ's .

for the 1st Ba, 1lst Regt, the reconnaissance company, artillerymen, = .
. and the remainder of the engineer company were on HOTEL and DELTA.. -

The move Was completed at 1512 hours cn 4 March. I

S

9. HEAVY LIFT S

The mission in support of the insertion of LZ LOLO was.
assigned to the 159th Aslt Spt Hel Bn with the assistance of the
132d Aslt Spt Hel Co, OPCON to the 159th, and the I MAF Sqda HMH
463, The support requirement included 70 sorties of 65 tons. . .

The AMC for the troop-lift was the S-3, 223d CAB and the
heavy lift was under the control of the CO, 159th Aslt Hel Bn. The
planned sequence of movement included completion of the trocp 1ife
prior to the first medium and heavy lift atrcraft. This would avoid
the mixing of UH-1H aircraft with the medium and heavy lift aircraft,
The flight route was north of Route 9 and the Xe Pon River proce-
eding on a westerly heading until abreast of the LZ at which time 2
'left modified high overhead approach would be initiated ending in .

Gunship cover in the vicinity of the LZ was under the control-of .
the troop lift AMC, giving him as much fexibility as posaible with hi
fire support. Three gete of guns were given the role of Direct Support.j
to the 159th elements un $ 1%
The 159th mission commander planned on using the three sets of guns’;
by maintaining two sets on station over the LZ throughout the heavy and:
medium 1ift portion of the insertion. The remaining set of guns would /&
be used to relieve, alternately,-the other sets of guns on station.
relief set of guns would be on call at the rearm pad at Khe Sanb, and

directly responsible to the C&C. -

1t was decided that one flight would consist of ‘ten aircraft for "
this operation. The flight of ten aircraft was further broken down
into six CHe-47'a and four CH-53's. Placing the Marines under the ;
control of the Army element facilitated both control and coordination
between these units. The use of one flight combining both the heavy

n-8
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and medium It alreraft further allowed gre er:
responsiveness than had been experienced by th
operations with the Marine aircralt, . R
Two minute. leparati'o;r; i)e;w:én aircraft was 'i:.oh;l'_d cred(:obe "

the best separation time. This time was arrived at with due 5::“c'>.ttf_l':ider'atl:_--E
jon for aircraft separation in the LZ and PZ while still permitting maximun

Night contrel by the C&C. Heavy emphasis was placed on maintaining’
proper separation by observing the posted enroute [light airspeedof.
_elyhfy knots and a return air 'speed of one hundred and ten knots.  Th

formation most logically chosen for the flight was trail, again maximizir
control and coordination while allowing maximum maneuverability and 7

flexibility.

The aircraft were to remain overnight at their home stations . .
and depart not later than 0700 hours on the morning of 4 Magch to -
proceed to an assembly area designated as PZ AIRBORNE (XD 8238).
This assembly area was chosen for both its size and close proximity
to the PZ's.. A closing time of 0930 hours was established for the ..
arrival of all the aircraft at assembly area. At the assembly area
it was planned that the C&C would- give the mission lead and aircraft
crews any last minute mission changes and the jatest enemy and ;o
friendly situation reports. A check of the aircraft would be made by

. the crews and the flight would be ready for the expected P2 time_of .
1100 hours, or could respond to an ''on call" order to proceed el
with the insertion, The exact PZ time at this phase was only
speculative, and depended on how well the troops insertion pro'-‘ B
gressed, The remainder of the mission would be accomplighed a8 .-
rapidly as possible. With an estimated turn around time of 45 minutes,
the mission would be completed in three lifts and a closing time of =i
1630.hours was estimated. : RN

On the morning of 4 March 1971, all aircraft were gnroute to th
assembly ared by 0700 hours. While enroute to the assembly area,

four direct support missions w';erq-completed by aircraft auigned_toﬁ';%'-

the LOLO operation. All aircraft closed in the assembly area by 0930
hours and the crews received their up-dated mission briefing from .7
the C&C, All aircraft were ready to launch by 1030 hours.~The C&C:
then launched to make an aerial reconnaissance of LZ LOLO. While
enroute he contacted the AMC and received an air briefing on the lates '
enemy situation, suggested flight route-approach direction lnl:o,the"'_ﬂl.'.z
- fight altitudes, winds, an artillery advisory and the current thii'iioﬁ’
status. | Ll TRy
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* €. (C) SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS

1. AIRCRAFT DAMAGE -
‘ The assault on LZ LOLO included 92 alrcraft, Sixty:
of these aircraft took part in the initial phase of the assault,

remaining 24 aircraft were replacements for aircraft damaged "

and lost to the operation. Of the 92 aircralt used, six were destroyed:
and 34 others received combat damage. “All six of the aircraft:
destroyed were UH-1H's, Of these six aircraft, four were destr
in the LZ during the initial atteropt, one was destroyed before - .-
making plck-up in the PZ area, and one was destroyed while landing on
the LZ during the second atternpt. Twenty-eight lift aircraft’ =
received combat damage during the assault on LZ LOLO. All but o

of the damaged lift aircraft received their hits while landing, ‘on ake-
off, or actually in the LZ. The other Iift aircral received damage -
enroute to the LZ. One of the five damaged AH-1G gunships was hit

while covering this damaged UH-1H. The other four were dam Q wh
providing escort to lift aircraft in the LZ area, Twenty-six aircralt
were hit by small arms fire, three by 12, 7mm mach.inegunl.‘!oﬁxf’_&@‘r
by mortar fire, one by antiaircraft fire, five by both 12, 7mm and ")
antiaircraft fire, and one by both small arms fire and 12, 7mm fire g
The 92 aircraft, 61 UH-1H, 17 AH-1G, and 14 UH-1C, flew a total %
of 342 hours and 844 sorties. . R A

(]

2, CASUALTIES

The forty aircraft which were hit included 16 personnel
casualties. Of the 16 casualties two were KIA, two were WIA o
evacuated to CONUS, six were WIA hospitalized in RVN, and six w
WIA treated and released for duty. The 16 casualties were made up

of two aircraft commanders, four pilots, six crewchiefs, and four
doorgumers, S ' ce

3. DOWNED AIRCRAFT RECOVERY - I §
Seven aircraft were shot down during thojﬁal'aaull:ﬁfl-l..z: !.Q

On 4 March, one ofthese seven aircraft was recovered. One of the

seven aircraft was shot down, inspected, and found to be flyable,

remaining five aircraft were deltroye.cL‘and could not be recovered :

.




 COMBAT ASSAULT
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NDER (OPER.ATI_C

Starting today, we.are golngiomethodiallyuviaw each ane of oy

" combat 28saults. - 'The combat assault is the ultimate objective of a‘lig

~.airmobile operations, an ult phase to achiev
- fally, startis

* will start with the combat assault on 1.0 ....Tomorrov next.

. day!SOPHIA and the next day HOPE., We are ‘beginning with these sinc.
"+ they are the freshest in our collective memories, During the first i
' cussion we will-develop our methodology and our technique and hope-

fully gain in efficiency and effectiveness a8 we reconstruct ‘what actuall

bhappensd., We will take these things from the planning phase, q.ta'g_lxg"gx’%

and the combat assault, folusing on the preparation of the LZ and then'

the caontinnation of the assault.” Participants will -be the senior advisgy

etnamese unit and a e A

the most effective technique for doing this,
' il# reconstruct and record what actually ha
' facts .on the table before u
: on, and ‘ . baying
" pyt.eur facts on the table, we can go back and develop the lessons lox
. We must know what it {s that we did well, that we should do again in fuk
combat or airmobile eperations, We must also know what it ig that w

......




south and west. In a subsequent cperation we establiuhed Fire Bue
* HOTEL 2 and later put three battalions in the field in the vicinity_of LZ'

changed their order of combat, = We had the reaponsibility of carry

out this change. In essence, we extracted after a’'bitter fight, the

two battalions that had been around the HOTEL area and took them to
Fire Base DELTA 1, which became the CP of the 3d Regiment. In es~
sence we moved the 3d Brigade to the area occupied by the lat Brigade
We were going to take the 1st Brigade to LOLO and lea.pfrog them out.
What we had done was move everybody in the division prior,to LLOLO
Once this was accomplished we had one meeting to cover LOLO, LIZ
SOPHIA, HOPE, and at that time VICTOR., The itinerary of events is
 almost the identical script we used coming. out of HOTEL, DELTA: L
and the fire bases. To put in a fire base a whole sequence of even
must happen. We must get the firat battalion in on the grou.nd; then
the next order of priority is to get a bulldozer in there. . To prep;_

the gunpits we must insert engineers and bulldozers. Once we' bring
155mnm howitzers out they have to be put into prepa.red pits because
ARVYN cannot manhandle these guns, So, always on the day we establis
a fire base it was a very busy day, We had to start very early in the
morning. LOLO is an example of the requirement, One hundred ninet
eight UH-1H sorties for personnel and 70 CH-53 sorties were achedul
That was what was planned to be accomplished on LOLO. We had sim
flar itineraries at HOTEL, HOTEL 2, DELTA, and DELTA 1. We had
been successful at accomplishing the mission. The times were comput
by me to accomplish the mission as assigned by the 1at ARVN Inf Div,
1 spent two days with it. Let's go back and pick up the mission. The"
mission was to move to LOLO in one day, the 3d Battalion, lst Regime;
Hqs 1st.Regt, a recon co, two bulldozeére and an engineer company. ;
Then there was going to be a two-hour lapse. In the two hours we wer
going to put in the lat Battalion, 1st Regiment, i g&ix-gun 105mm
hovitzer _battery, a four-gun 155mm 'battery. and 66 sorties-of amtn




Tiet - Y

prior tothe LZ time we wefé to sta th ai gtri ggﬂo?%!,g',_tbﬁrhn;to;-
0930. From 9939;:__9‘26“__;1;;:;, was to be an rtillery prep.  From 0956:

10 1000 we would have an ARA prep and the ins 9;?;;;:15_;0,1,_,@;:;1;&; sortie.

There were requests for Command;sy;&ltéﬂtapreparebot ‘the primary;:

ind the altéFnaté LZ.~ Frém 0930-0956, an artillery prep ‘was. to be'fired
from DELTA 1. In addition, it was planned that the troops would Alle =iy
depart a PZ at DELTA, which is slightly different than what actuall
developed. Thirty minutes before PZ time we were told by the regi

mental commander that the PZ would be a field_?i__te."é"Innte'ad;_ot an

ingertion, we were running a simultaneous extraction and_inué:fi}ioi;,_

m———————

CPT JOHN GOERTEMILLER, IST ARVN INF DIV. LIAISON OFfiC#R :

ion by 1.

The 18t ARVN Infantry Division had been given the mission by T
Corps to proceed west, south of the ridge line, ‘eventually to,the vic_init'
of Tchepone, destroying the enemy supplies in that area. The lst
Regt had the responsibility of securing an LZ designated LZ LOLO. -
This LZ was to support further operations to the weat, and subsequent..
operations of the 1st Regt to the southwest into objective areas which

haye not been identified.

MAJ JACK CLARK, CO, A/2/17TH CAV

This particular reconnaissance ‘was not done by my troop, it was:
done by B/7/1st. 1 did handle the three other LZ's we will talk abou
the following days. I'll try to give you basically what 1 reinember from
the briefings I had. B/7/lst worked the LZ the day prior to the inser=:;
tion. They screened around it and took no fire. We sent them back out
the following morning, to employ the airstrikee, verify the approach
routes, and confirm the written brief given the night before to the st
ARVN Inf Div as to the description of the LZ and the alternate LZ they:
had picked, They even went 8o far as to draw diagrams of the ground
showing them what it looked like and what obstacles they had noted.

As I recall they had not reported-any enemy fire around LOLO. They
had picked up fire farther to the south and farther to the west from
12, Tmm weapons, The reconnaissance was accomplished in con~ -

junction with the Air Force and artillery preparation. e
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One th.'lng on Ilre support There were ARC ‘
LOLO. 1 do not know the pumber but 1 believe It was' l:wo
ajrstrikes went in at 0715 there would be two. There wan one to the®
‘north, but the one on the LZ was not nown

_.._,.._q--.du ..-.uun-.—u—.‘u—u-

cmipmar !

GEN BERRY'

1 remember the morni.ng of the landing on LOLO ta.lklng wil:h Gen
Phu about this. He had desired that the ARG LIGHT be placed on the’
1.Z itself. I believe that,on the_ _evening Irior $0 LOLO. he had reques
ed nine ARC LIGHTS. One of those nine had been diverted. It happen
to be the most critical ARC LIGH'I’T"'EH""(:"meat assault. that is, the_
ARC LIGHT scheduled to go_ right on the LZ. That is a critical point

Can you give us & the number of airatnkes that went into that area?
MA.J EDWA.RD lsJIAHO'NEYl USAF ALO
‘No sir, 1 cmot. I onJ.y have the notea on L.OLO ltaelf

' COL DAVIS .

.
.

Were there any specific hndmg matructiona iasued by
ARV'N Inf Div?

CP'I' GOERTEMILLER

No sir, not that T know of. Just that the 3 Bn would be a.ssaulted

and would secure the area before they put in the regimental CP a.ml';.ms ..
reconnaissance companys—- There wa alternative for LOLO." The 1
had to be secured to make the rest work., As for. all other ﬁZ'u, .th :

earlier LZ was the alternate. For example, if we could not get into’

we would put the troops into LOLO and walk to LIZ. 1f we could not get

{nto SOPHIA we'd go into LIZ and.they would walk. As far as an alt
it was within two hundred meters of the top of. the hill, It was just

another place to put one helicopter. ' S
PR M

! : ‘
MAJ XLOSE:

1 think f.here i a.nother polnt hef§ concérningall the LZ sf_'ﬁe?' ‘
going to discuss. We had been given the mission of picking an alters
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we tried aﬂ:er the initial as nu.lt ‘was within about 5 mqterl ot‘ tho ﬂ.x?st
one ;. '.l'hey were just exto.nllonl of the original LZ and not ai alternate.

is to pick an alternate within a glven distance ol' the primary, - N

1‘\

it's 200 to 300 meteu whlch is jull: too cl.ose to accompll-h the
bann true th;oughout.

GEN BE‘RRT

of the hill, One alternateLZ was on a steep slope, and to have pla
that as a primary would not have been too prudent initially, A galn

you get away from the primary weapon's coverage. We are ta.lking n_
the techmiques ance you have committed yourself to change the’ tou
- down peint to get out of the incoming fire. These are different ‘subjecti

Do you think our recon tipped off the enemy to our coming ln on
- ing thore‘r

Mﬁl CLARK

east-west, not conce:ntrtting on that particular peoint, In lnbleqlient
dayl I did the same thing on the next three LZ's, .

M.AJ SHEFFIELD G-2

-

We've noted that one of the enemy tactics is to hold fire lgainlt :
that they know carry weapons, and wait for the ships comlng in wlt b
personnel on them. They are directing their troops to wafl untll they
recoguize ships with troops in them. When these troops start to de
- om the 1z, the cnemy engages them. _This could explaln some ot thi




1 digé.grée. 1 don't think that is true at all, because I'm faking hits

in Cobras at 3000 feet, They are ’iﬁb'.o;._ing’_\moge."at my gunships and me;
. 4n the C&C than they are at the slicks coming g T

COL DAVIS:

In this pﬁrticulaf operation, of all ,t'h"e
gunships. N -

MAJ KLOSE:

_. P ]
A NETRS

With the exception of HOTEL, HOPE and SOPHIA, Col Kirkl
(CO,223d CAB) and I marked every LZ, and we have yet to draw fire
There wasn't a round fired at us at any time.: They would-almost ha g‘;
to kmow that we were on a marking run, It may well have looked lik '
auto-rotation. Of the places we have been, they're always on the
ground in the immediate area. The initial LZ selection is made a
division headquarters by maps. Regimental commanders are.then gi
this goose egg and this is their objective. They are the ones th;.
1y determine where we are going to put the lead slick. . This migh
worthy of review, We alwaye go for the high ground in a gi\,renyar

coL DAVIS: T e

1
]

-

The school statement is, ""The AMC in conjunction with. thé 'Grp“'
Commander (Air Mission Task Force Commander in U,S. unilat
operations) selects the LZ", ‘

b i s i

MAJ KLOSE: -, |

They take the range of a 105mm howitzer and a 155mm howitze
g0 to a map and inscribe an arc. It is within this arc that they will ,
gearch for another fire base. "Given the goose egg, it varies from
regiment to regiment where the final touchdown point will be, Wit
the 3rd Regt, the decision is always made by thé AMC. With the 1st
Regt it is the exact opposite. The final determination is &lways mad
by Col Diem, ! : - o

o ,..“....,,.’ P
T .
[




Thc"r‘c has been no '}6biﬁ~!6r_ Ac:!np. omise until I.DI.D, when 1t bzé'c:aii:e_.w

essential to do something other than what we were doing,” With the

2d'Regt; on both occasion, the final touchdown point was a compromise

'between the Alr Mission Commard er and the Ground Commander. ‘As
an example, in SOPHIA and HOPE, we recommended the low ground «
and beth times the regimental commander held out for the high ground.
It was just fruitless to attempt the high ground in SOPHIA, and he I~

* bought the compromise which was the valley immediately to the north

. of the high ground. & il s S

L

L DAVIS

Were there other LZ'I- ii;iiﬁble that would _ha.v-re- Béeﬁ -Bgttqr';'-'an
. still fulfilled the regimental .cc_rmm_andqr"s n_1__1_n_.ion- or objective?

..

MAY K1OSE .
At LOLO, the closest guitable alternative was the high ground to,

southwest of the high ground to the east. Both would have caused
troops to fight through a depression of approximately one kilometer
and attack uphill to seize the final objective, On the high ground th
was no alternative; but to take the . high .groutid you had only a limite
pumber of places you could put one aircraft, since the Commando VAt
were not put in. They were diverted and there were no ARC LIGHT:
Had the LZ been adequately prepped, and some of the trees inocked:
dows, 1 think we would have more flexibility in determining wher
were going to put the ajreraft, : T

. CPT COERTEMILLER

© Str, if I'may inferject one thing, about the reference to the artiil
in support of the LZ. They wanted to make as large a leap as possil
to the west on each LZ, However, the artillery was unable to suppd!
as [ar as they wanted to goi- The artillery on DELTA 1 that was a b14
to support the landing into LOLO was a 155 battery consisting of foW
guns. That leaves them a little less leeway as far as what LZ yt
to cheese. They had a certain direction they had to move in, and 11

- had to move as far as possible to the west, LOLO was in 155 rangs
" but not in 105 range. | R

-~ . -
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MAJ' KI.DSE

L‘I‘C Phlllipa (
ing to use DELTA as the PZ and go right over DELTA | W]
LOLO on the escarpment. Because of the vi.llbll.ity rutrictionn_ fter
the battle began, it became essential to move into the valley becanse %t
that's the only way we could navigate. We'nsed bends in the river ag.;
release points, Normal enroute altitude. had been 5500 feet. I rem-
ember that day we were up to 7000 or 8000 feot toming down into LOLO
because of the visibility problem.’

COL.DAVIS

I think it might be a good point to digreu here Ior a mome i
flight routes, specifically alti.tudel. b

MAJ KI.DSE

I would say 5500 7000. I cannot recall lol!ng an aircril’t

except & chase aircraft that was in the valley go!ng into SOPHI.A :
did not have any, slicks hit enroute.

MAJ CLARK

I concur, I think 5500 in this mid- 1ntenslty environment. Fl.cin
the weapons we are, 5500 is a2 compromise. If you get above 5500 y
are going to take air bursts from 37mm'e. If you go below 5500 you‘ o
chances of taking .51 caliber hits are increased. There is one other?
consideration, After friendlies have been on the ground more than
days vut there on an LZ or & fire base, if you plan flight routes wit i
ene kilometer or two from that fire base, you are going to. taka gro‘
fire because the NVA have moved to within 1500+2000 meters of tha :
base, You are going to take hits if you plan the flight roGtés’ over
friendlies. We succeeded in 11Z, SOPHIA, and HOPE in Oying & ’
friendlies because the NVA did not have time to react. They did ng 5
have time to set up arou.nd those pnﬂﬂ:on! The Elight rontel ove
worked boautifully.




' going inte.  The LZ's that we were gol.ng ‘into here were all on: th_'o
ground or the escarpment. .When we went in to get the leven u 'vivor
the other day, we did go in.at low level. We came by thé ésc rpment

E1s

and dropped down on the trees right on tho deck. We had ARA and '
gunships flying on both sides and fire on both sides of us, and: viro"wéo
four hits on the insertion and zero hits on the ‘extraction. - Both'o y
wers conducted in the valley and it was flat.* If we would have gon
high at 5500 we would never. bave made it.. We would have been ‘s

down by 12, 7's. 1 think that you have got to evaluate the terrain atthe
time, On the high ground you can go in high On the low. ﬂat ground
I don't think you can do it hlgh i o .

-

GEN BERRY

In our preparation ol the high ground how do we deal with :
woaponl in t.'ho low ground ourronndmg tho hxgh ground? -'

MAY KLDSE :
Wl not only preparo the 1Z, we preparo tho approachel to'u?
partures [rom it, We found, s an economy measure, an emnpty’ -4'
is a versatile thing. You bring them out the same way you bring’ thes

bool.ulo you cut down your exposure area by 50 per cent. That way
you can concentrate the available irepower on one alley to get in 23
We've found that long final approaches are suicide. All of our app_!
are buttonhooked. Minimum downwind, minimum base leg, m inimnm
fina) approach, and,out the same way. After we've looked at tholr"
machine gane they have to lead you to hit you, -If you give him thro s
different velocities, he's less likely to hit you, So that's why we'

ws ed the rapid descent and the turn-descent. Get as many diroctl
velocities working for you s possible. I think given the proper tlr
power and the proper time we can sanitize that area and operato

-~




a8 you do the LZ ltsell. _
lhort ﬂnl.l or departinz the LZ,"

Drcry limultaneoul lnurtlunl e:.traction that we've run, the PZ's
.. have been carved out where the troops were. They‘ are all less
than mlsltactory. but vo preu on with it

I'd like to address ﬁrlt the control nround the LZ.
control of all aviation fire support. The AMC controls the lm; air
on UHF. All aircraft monitor the UHF for last minute instractions
or changes in instructions. The only people who talk on UHF are the
AMC and the flight leads, On FM we put other back channel tram._
_wouldn't fit on the other two nets. Unfortunately, duringall these 1}
‘all the radios are going all the time, On the VHF we use the Cav”
VHF. The FAC, because he cannot monitor the VHF all the\tlm_e.
stay on the FM. It would be ideal to have the FAC, the Cav, and'f]
guns all on a common VHF, under one cornmon control. In the 2882yl
company all ships are on UHF. Some control VHF, some on FM

committed aet is a UHF that is committed on air lift UHF. To ¢

ottt 7 2
H fg,i‘?;{‘%;”

-

'QL mvxs

-. Should the ALO be in the CkC aircraft?

-
T -

MAJ K108E .

-

"1 he was there he might cloud the ajr, There is very lltt.l_.g’h




Let me state an opposition view here from the standpoint of cont
circumstances, The brigade CO riding in the back of the C&C ship i
with me and the air liaison officer, With the Air Mission Commande

und Commander, had everybody

uld work out the same path as ‘the

T to the ALO, "There is where I

want the airatrikes or here is where we want the artillery" .a.nd théi

1 was free after that. ' I realized that this is a control situation, that

it's unilateral, and I as the Ground Commander was running it, to .:
a greater unilateral degree than 1s the - '

ity as Grourd Commander and anothe

MAJ KLOSE:

I think he would be ineffective because he wouldn't be. communi
too well with the regimental CO and his staff,
with us, but then all he would have is UHF to c -y
he is now, at DTOC, he has . M plus Americanq"'g:_**
get the ever changing situation. He has pecple he can deal with to ge
something for us and they have been very responsive throughout, .

CQL DAVIS: ' S,

The ajirstrikes which were going in around the LZ's in suppﬁx;t
the assault, are they not unilateral from your standpoint?

MAJ KLOSE:

The Cav put them in.

COL DAVIS: :

You are selecting the target areas?

MAJ KLOSE:

Yes sir, .




'cOL DAVIS:

W’hether or not an ALO. and I'm nq_t__s ying in lieu of the one at
divisjon, whether there should be an A.LO on hoard the C&C'-‘ L

MAJ XLOSE:.

1 would like to try one. He could contribute i he could talk to the
fighter elementa in their language and explain xhe situation to the :
fighters. This is the reason in point. Because:of the amount of traIfi:
that is on that FM, you are saying"OK, it's a. ‘Fldge line to the ao‘ut_h_
of the swamp", and this and that. With an ALQ, inside of the a;rcrad;
he could pick it up and put the strike in, We still have to go through’:®¥
the FAC, .another communications gatekeeper. ~He could increase the
confusion factor inside the aircraft if he gets 1n the communica.txona :

GEN BERRY: - T

The VHF is what you use to run the gun.;‘al.nd talk with’ theFAG
when®ver you can? S X

MAJ CLARK: - N

I"'” .
-‘..‘."_‘-_i
v

"r

f2

Y

1f I can't get him on VHF, then I get him on FM. He ia on one
those two nets normally. He is talking to the f:ghterl a.nd then we*f
have a little problem getting back to him. " S

MAJ KLOSE; o ‘

The absalutely critical time is right at the LZ time. Now this
well once we have six or eight loads on the ground and have a man:
ground. Once they eay, "Receiving fire from the east! , the minute;
hear that I tell the Cav the threat is from the east and the responsé*
good. 1 believe we could handle up to three different directional
at the same time, - ’ ‘ R

wer
-

COL DAVIS: : L e

'_-‘I-'-

Please continue on the use and control of fire support,




' tidnl'bféakdowna. | '-p'a:-'t‘icul.lrly'"ivhe'h aircraft start taking hits near the
-LZ.  The Air Mission Commander goes through his UHF to his indi-

vidual lead and back tln-ough the Cav and then there ls no one to anult

A_ ARA.

MAJ KLOSE -

The Dlll‘y Chaln was not an elcort. ‘It is & 360 degree necurlty. %

‘greater reaction force that can give uas immediate fire power in the

vicinity of the threat. We don't have time to adjust. If we know the '
threat is in the east, we can keep them honest in the east, In: Daisy
Chain control everybedy listens to Cav commanders, If a threat

‘develops we can hit them. You have your Daisy Chain for 1mmed1ate

reactlon and m.q:preulon of the thteat wherever it may be. -

..

M.AJ RICHARD MILLS, CO- Btry .A 4/77 ARA

L X

. '.I'he Daisy Chain, due to its conntruction. has to keep moving OnceA
you havo suppressed that (ire we pick it up immediately and we kill it,- '
So.in- ella.nce, when we are in that Daisy Chain we move on with'it ..: 'j
and we don't stay there and kill him, Once you Uupprell and mark 1t ¢

,Ier us- we can go in and kill it.

Crve . e 7

'cox. mms

R B DS L RN

. We hlve used the quadrant system whe rein the artlllery contlnuel
to Ore in one, airstrikes in apother quadrant, escort guns in another
segment, Cav, ete. You retain the ability to strike the targets you
idnntlfy or are identified for you, We used this on RANGER PZ,

4

GEN B:E'RRY*

it was used by us in the lst Divluon. Were you at RANGER?

e

7 ~

-

COLDAXIS -

1 was, It worked ﬁhe.‘ There was no control problem at all.
it a circle or area luppreuion at LOLO? What was planned l'or nre
am-rt?

LY




A,

MAJ KLOSE

A few ARC LIGHTS... Air.frép started at 0715, ‘-Thé'i."o!fv&er_ar‘cgomg
mando Vaults before the LZ and alternate LZ, two to four mi.nutel of o
artillery and four minutes of ARA were planned. Artillery cameé from ™

DELTA 1. That caused us to go off the escarpment to the north on the :
{nitial flight run because we would not be directly on gun target lines -~ i

L

if we tried to use safe haven routes. Because we were exposed to the
face of the escarpment, we had to shift even further north,’ We didn't:
want to expose slicks for the length of time so close to the face of the -
escarpment. . o o >

MAJ MAHONEY

Most of the time we had two FAC's in tixe air. We only };;ave” '65.13-.” o
UHF and can listen to only one FAG giving his reports. If there are
any gaps in the timing sequence there is a very good chance of getting
it back from DASC VICTOR back at Quang Tri. = S

MAJ KLOSE ST e e mea

The Cav was to be on station at first light and to observe the air-
strike going in, We picked up Col Diem at DELTA 1 at 0800. We _—
got on the scene and determined that no airstrikes had been delivered
yet, In the meantime, we were told that we did not get the ARC LIGH
because the air had been diverted. Immediately thereafter we started
to get the FAC, and the first bombs fell at 0840, However,  from 071
the time scheduled for.the air prep to start, to 0840, no airstrikes ba
been delivered, : - ‘

r

MAJ MAHONEY | ' - .

The best bomb load 2fter a Commando Vault is 2 Daisy Cutter, ‘whick
is a fuse extender on a 1000 pound bomb, Daisy Cutters went in, .Thé: ra
asked for four sets of air, Daisy Cutters and hard bombs. They got it3
The first air that went in was the Daisy Cutter - hard bombs, which §
went in at 0840-46,, At 0855 another LZ construction went in until 0908
and another from 0910-0923, ' The fourth planned LZ construction we '
in from 0930.0944., Again, I want to give LOLO first, then other stf
went into the area, Next was troops irf contact (TIC) from 1020-103

on XD435475, which was LOLO. Next, 1020-1030, 1115-1130. Lt




A;am'trdbpl in contact;‘ 1130-1146.&601)-‘, 1140-1150 same. Then 1200-
1210 same, 1217-1225 TIC, 1244-47 TIC, 1347-1350 TIC, 1350-1400 TIC,
140221405 TIC. This was on the LOLO area, There were 5-9 addition=
al sets of atr. . e T T
MAJ KLOSE: |
Lﬂ:ar in the day wef'hEd HAMMER 48 up who has become an out-
standing FAC. S S -

MAY MAHONEY:

One thing I was going to brjng_ugp,_m_t_}_x;_z;e‘__wa-g a very good ﬁbillbll-f;f
ity, at the time, of a search and rescue mission (SAR). Now the FAC'S
were briefed that TIC for the first time in this war had priority over
SAR. - — . : ] o T

Mot e VA
at

e

-~ GEN BERRY:

ABout 2200 hours 3 March at XXIV Corps HQ at Quang Tri, in'con
versation with XXIV Corps G-3 and XXIV Corps-Air Liaison Officers
I requested that henceforth for the duration of this operation first pri
ority air go to combat assaults and LZ prepping and the continuation of
insertions. Second, I requested that no air be diverted from combat ¥
assaults without the permission of Air Mission Commanders. .. i

COL DAVIS:

MAJ CLARK:

In the Cav, we don't fire anywhere close to friendlies unless we.
know for certain where that friendly element is or have contact with
the ground, Unless you can positively identify weapons you cannot_i:_e
turn fire when close to {riendlies. ' : TP




&

| ;'ﬂo_dld use .pe"n-iale w]

.

_ o tllk.d to ground gorﬁinihdera an
" ithe FAC's where the friendlies were. This.works ideally
~ ‘operations like SAR. On at least two. occasions airstrikes

d then told
on small
_Were not

GEN BERRY:. . S TR Lo
~Ancther point ig the number of guns availab]e, It was a Hmiting
Iactor that day and some of the other days in our combat_luaulta.“f,'
* number of guns Hmits the number of resources @vailable to us.

‘MAJ K1osE: - LT T T
.. About 12 February, the fourth day of the operation, we commltted%
OUr reserves, This leaves us ng Surge capability, 1 believe that we
might have to look at what resources we have and determine'otu;_ opti

commitment level, and still bave some guns. we haven't gaid ‘00, to '
a lift, to my knowledge, S : coe Tl

-




SECTION IV
- - COMBAT ASSAULT.
o ULZ LIZ T e _
4 MARCH 1971 - "~ .0

GENERAL

' CONCEPT
LIZ (XB'3739) was th.e- secona 'of thre_e.ﬁre bases that were est=™;
ablished along the escarpment leading to Tchepone. LIZ would provide . _.\%
a link between Fire Base LOLO and SOPHIA 2 which would be established
on 5 March. - _ IR T

2. MISSION

On 4 March 1971, the 1st ARVN Infantry Regiment had two pri
ities., It was decided that the ﬂrat_pribrity would bg to complete
the artillery lift and troop insertion to LOLO which was not completed ;%
on 3 March. As soon as the lifts were complete and the 105mm howitzers
were registered, the lst Regiment would initiate the assault to LZ LIZ.
The regimental plan called for the 4th Battalion to combat assault - R
from DELTA 1 to LZ LIZ. The purpose of LIZ was to secure a link -
between Forward Operational Bagse LOLO and FOB SOPHIA 2 which
was scheduled for 5 March. LIZ was also to provide a staging area
for movement to the south once the Tchepone objective was achieved, "
The Corps plan gave priority of the air cavalry, ARA, airstrike ;a)’_‘gati
and ARC LIGHTS to the lst ARVN Inf Div for the move to LIZ. It was ',
planned to use 105mm artillery from LOLO and 155mm artillery from”
ALUOI to prepare the LZ prior to troop insertion., Because the heavy"
lift to LOLO of artillery was not completed on 3 March, there was some
question-as to whether the 105mm howitzers would be laid and ready to
fire for support of the assault. It was decided that should the 105mm
howitzers not be ready, the insertion would go without the 105mm artil
lery support. ' ' L e o i

March, the VNMC conducted air moves to the FB DELTA ar Che ']
Battalion, lat Regiment, lst ARVN Inf Div remained torth of FB DELTAy

4
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: @ T to screen for the VNMC. The VNMC moved the CP.of the 147th VNMC
|

Bde; the 4th Bn, 147th VNMC Bde; three’infantr bf;ﬁfgélions: and person-
nel from the 4th Artillery Battalion from PZ XILO to FB r‘DELTA_-‘Vcllosin_'gﬁ'

2t 1830 houra. The move involved a total of 2785 per sonnel.

3. WEATHER 7 -
Weather contributed to the difficulty of the operation.
cloud cover continued to be scattered and broken during the day :
heavy fog in the morning hours. In the area there was a continuoug"
i haze that grew more dense as the afternoon progressed, Visibility was
g ‘f extremely limited to the front but visual contact with the ground for

navigational purposes was reasonable. As the sortics flew to the west i
the sun combined with the haze to limit the viaibility, 'Pilots reported .::
that returning to the east they could see with the sun at their back,
The environment was such that the antiaircraft positions could see. .
& alrcraft coming into the area. The same condition coupled with

gmoke created during the LZ preparation resulted in the.diversioi‘l. of
Planned smoke missions by the Air Force, '

wit

B. (C) EXECUTION

1. ENEMY SITUATION -

On 3 March a combat assault wag conducted on LZ LOLO (XD 43
373), which was interrupted after 18 gorties because of intenge enemy
fire. The assault wag completed later in the day but with a total of ’

enter of the suspected 33rd’,
XIV Corps‘prior to the beginning of LAMSON

NVA Division containing the lst V¢ Regiment *:

e in the general area as

! i . On 3 March one .

gunehip was hit by 37mm iai :

Binh Tram, identified by X
719. Elements of the 2nd

2. COMMAND AND CONTROL
The chain of command for the ARVN troop unite.was from 1 C;rpi'
and 1st ARVN Inf

Div located at Military Post in the vicinity of Khe Sanh




to the 1at Regiment located at B LOLO (XD 431373) to the 4th
Battalion which was in a field location (XD 625309) just north of FB
DELTA (XD 648300). The 223rd CAB, OPCON to the 10lst Aviation
Group had habitually been working with the 1st ARVN Inf Div and was * "%
assigned the mission to combat assault the 4th Battalion into LZ LIZ.
During the early part of the day, the AMC was preparing the LZ with, |
B Troop, Tth Sqdn, lst Cav, and an Air Force FAC, The S-3, 223rd
CAB, picked up the lst Regt Commander at FB DELTA 1 (XD 552345) -,
at 0800. The lst Regt commander was the Ground Commander for all.
moves of the day, In the lst ARVN Inf Div, if there is a battalion move._
the regimental commander controls the move. -

The 223rd CAB used its 'UHF ra.dio to control the air move. -
VHF radio was used for control of the gunships and the Cav, and the
FM radio was used for AMC routine traffic and the Air Force FAC. %
The 223rd CAB used three C&C ships, one for the AMC preparing the -
LZ, one for the 5-3 conducting the earlier moves of the day, and the -
third controlling the PZ. The 101lst Avn Gp Co and the ADC (O) of the
1018t Abn Div (Ambl) were above the operation and provided a means
to the AMC for additional support when and if needed and a commumcati
link between the lat ARVN Inf Div, through the a.d-nsors, and the US '
XX1IV Corps G-3. :

3. ECONNAISSANGE

The 2nd Squadron, 17th Cavalry placed three air cavalry tr.oopl
in direct support of the 1st ARVN Inf Div on 4 March 1971, C Troop, =
7/17 Cavalry, OPCON to the 2/17 Cav, received the rmssion of acreenin

sion of providing security to the south and west of LZ LIZ during the
ingertion. A Troop, 2/17 Cav had the mission of conducting reconnais:
sance of the L.Z, and preparing LLZ LIZ for the insertion. Each of the
Cav troops used teams of two AH-1G Cobra.s for reconnajgsance and one‘

a.nd the IL.Z preparation. The Ca.v troop commanders elected not to use
LOH's because of known high density of ant;a;rcraft‘ﬁre in the area. 4
The Cav troops, to insure continuous coverage dunng the operation. :
relieved their reconnaissance teams on station throughout the day. -

B Troop,” 7/1 Cav was briefed on-the morning ef 4 Ma.rch by th'e""
AMC and diverted to LZ LIZ with control'of TAC air to prepare the LZ

‘._f :




A Troop. 2/17 Cav was diverted to LZ during the :}r'.or_x_ung_' By
AMC to provide security for the continua move. A Troop

vided security to the south of 1.Z LOLO and wa _rep"ia*}e'd to direct.

suppressive fire against any mortars or sma.llarms ﬂ_x:e that the trd&p-. _
lift or heavy-lift might receive during the move. . ST

At 1345 hours A Troop moved to the vicinity of LIZ for visual .
reconnaissance of the LZ and to prepare the LZ for the insertion. | N
B Troop, 7/1 Cav reverted to a gcreening mission to the south and west
of LIZ. A Troop received fire in the vicinity of the intended LZ .~ .07
(XD 374395). The troop's organic gunships were employed in destroying:
the weapon. A Troop received control of TAC air and employed them oa?
selected targets: heavy vegetation in and around the intended LZ, .
high ground on the flanks, and the approach and departure routes.

While airstrikes were being employed in and around the intended LZ, "
A Troop made a visual reconnaissance of the high ground to the west in B
the vicinity of the intended LZ for 5 March, This reconnaissance S
revealed trenches with bunkers and antiaircraft weapons. The AMC "~ -
directed the Cav to work with the FAC and employ the close air support.
on that area during the insértion on LZ LIZ, P

A Troop's visual reconnaissance following the ajrstrikes on LZ
LIZ revealed a 300-meter trench line, L-shaped, near the intended LZ
There were flfteen 12. 7mm positions located throughout the trench
line and in the surrounding tree line. A Troop marked and directed .
airstrikes on these locations destroying seven 12. 7mm positions and
200 meters of the trench line. A Troop continued reconnaissance of "~
the intended LZ area but could find no acceptable touchdown point. A . =
Troop began reconnaissance of the intermediate ground to the north, betw
the escarpment and the intended LZ, searching for an acceptable touch- 8
down point;. A Troop received 12. 7mm fire from the vicinity of XD 3673?7
and engaged these targets with organic gunships, destroying one 12, Tmm,
A Troop located three additional 12. 7mm weapons active in the vicinity ..
of XD 366396. These were engaged with organic gunships and airstrikes’
and were subsequently destroyed. During this period A Troop, though
receiving-12. 7mm fire, had not received any small arms fire. The
intermediate ground was recommended for the touchdown point because -
of the heavy vegetation and enemy positions on the istended LZ. Even
though twelve to fifteen 12. 7mm’'s had been destroyed, the poasibility
existed that additional 12. 7mm's could be positioned in the heavy '
vegetation. The recommended touchdown point was in an open area th
had been cleared-by an Air Force Daisy Cutter bomb. It was a largse
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dark-brown area, aurrou.nded by a burned-out are which could be o
easily identified by the pilots approaching the LZ." This touchdown pomt <
departed from the high ground concept"in that it was 4in'a shallow draw ‘with
high ground on both sides. The only da.ngers seen were huts and buildmgs
to the west of the 1.Z and north of the escarpment, vicinity XD 366403, ‘
This information was passed to the AMC along with the recornmended
approach and departure routes. The recommended approach route was
from north to south, slightly weut of the LZ, with a short descendmg =
left turn to the east into the LZ. The recommended departure route. _wa. 8 5
straight out of the L.Z to the east along the escarpment. ' A Troop had ~7i
been flying over the area for three hours and had not received any fire

The approach and departure routes had been prepared by airatnkee. o

‘The recommended LZ was pasned to the AMC and u1t1ma.te1y
approved. A Troop was given control of TAC air and two sections of
ARA to provide adequate security around the LZ. TAC air was shlfted
to targets on the planned LZ for 5 March. The two sections of ARA were
asgigned to make runs on the west side of the LZ from north to south"
in a high CAP, A Troop covered the east gide in a low CAP, making . runs:
from the north to the south. After this coordination was made A Troop
made one final reconnaissance of the LZ, and did not receive any ﬁre.
By now the first flight of aircraft was on final approach A Troop
remained in a low CAP to the east, Early in the second flight small*
arms fire was received from the huts in the vicinity of XD 366403,
resulting in two aircraft receiving hits, forcing them to land in the
vicinity of the LZ. A Troop shifted to the west in a low CAP to
locate the targets. The Cav and ARA worked together as a team in
suppressing the enemy fire, R

4. STAGING

The aircraft which conducted the combat assault on LLZ LIZ

also took part in the completion of the move into LOLO on the morning
of 4 March. The AMC for the ingertion of LZ LIZ controlled a.iratrikel“‘
around LIZ while the completion of LOLO took place, under the control™
of the S-3, 223rd CAB. The final briefing for LZ LIZ was given to the
flight leaders by the S-3, 101lst Avn Gp and the 5-3, 223rd CXB, This
briefing was conducted at Khe Sanh combat base with the aircraft |
staged on the Lagger Pad. The flight was formed and arrived at the
PZ under the control of the S-3, 223rd C.FE.B - ==
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« " The ajrcraft for the combat as
PZ, a field location (XD 641321) north

1655 hours. The PZ was under the control of an additional C&C air- "

craft with two sets of UH-1C gunships for fire support if needed. !-low- :
o ever, no enemy fire was encountered at the PZ. = - - ','?-‘.A;'_-‘-l‘:f:;—.,_.; Sl '

e R

The planned ACL for the first flight was six. Since nine -aircrraftﬁ\fi
had been lost earlier in the day because of maintenance difficulties T TR
and combat damage, a request to increase the ACL was aubmitteq"fa;iﬂﬁ_;‘: :
approved. An ACL of seven was employed which reduced the number . of.”
aircraft required. This meant the entire mission could be accomplished®
with two flights of 31 UH-1H aircraft. ., | o Lo e

. -

6. FIRE SUPPORT | - el

e -
. PP

Planned preparatory fires on LZ LIZ were announced by the'T
‘ Corps Commander during the 1730 briefing on 3 March. These fires .
; consisted of five ARC LIGHTS from 040001 to 040635, 105mm howitzers
firing from LOLO, 155mm howitzers firing from ALUOI, airstrikes .- -
from 040710 to 040935, two Air Force smoke sorties, and continuous )
air cover to include ARA on station. Priority of fires and airstrikes -
would be for the combat assaults. : . : -

4

i At 2300 hours on 3 March one ARC LIGHT was employed -
‘ approximately three kilometers southwest of the LZ with the center of
mass at grid XD 355365. A total of seven ARC LIGHTS were employed
prior to the assault, One of the ARC LIGHTS was dropped at 0140 hours'
approximately two kilometers south of the LZ on a suspected-enemy stro
point. Two were overlapping on the LZ at 0313 hours and 0635 with cente
of mass at XD 365395 and XD 365385 respectively, The remaining ARC:

LIGHTS were employed north of the flight route into LZ LIZ with centérd
mags located at grids XD 475430, XD 485435, XD 520445, and XD 537455

¥ 0Ly Y ik,
PO T P W

At 0635 hours the FAC on station began coordinating airstrikéa?

‘with the AMC. The FAC coordinated with B Troop 7/1 Cav at 0710 hours
Between 0710 and 1040 hours, 13 close air support LZ construction L
missions weie employed, four of the first six being Daisy Cutters.. ¥ro)
1040-1115 hours there existed an unplanned gap in the TAC afY:: The '

ADC (O) of the 101st Abn Div {Ambl) called the XXIV Corps G-3and

requested that TAC air be on station every 15 minutes. Between 1115

@ : and 1700 hours 18 sets of TAC air were employed in the vicinity of LZ
& LiZ. From 1620-1650 hours no TAC air 'was employed because the FA.GI

R
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~was not on utation. .

rounds on the LZ; however,

from LOLO was not employed beca.use it was not lai and rca.dy to fire .
'ip time for the assault.. Betwoen 1700 and 1843 honra ‘three sets of TAC
air were diverted to the west in the vicinity of’ the pla.n.ned LZ on 5=
March. The two planned gmoke sorties were not used becauue “of poor
weather and vigibility. The final phase of fire support for the’ combat“ .
assault was conducted by the ARA \.\orking i.n con_;unction with the Cav::
teams on station. ' - i

To support the combat asuault into LZ LIZ  the 4/77th ARA
uged two sections (4 mrcra[t) to sustain a continuous ARA CAP of the -
area. One section was used to provide relief on stat;on for the other
gection when it became low on Iuel and ordnance.

The ARA aections working in the LIZ area were coritrolled;"b}'
the Cav troop commander. Consequently the Gav directed that the ARA
prep the LZ and approach axis for the LZ in conjunctzon with a Cav gun
team. Thig was to be accomplished just as the fight of aircraft » “
were making their approach.into the LZ. Subsequently the ARA was
directed to provide a high CAP to the west of the L‘Z

The first flight went in without incident. . “However, the #ecor d:
flight was taken under fire by enemy antiaircraft weapons to the west
of LIZ. Thereupon the ARA came out of the CAP and engaged the ‘anti
aircraft positions. The Cav fire teams moved from their orbit east
of LIZ to develop the situation on the western side of the LZ. By
working together the Cav fire teams were able to mark the enemy
positions and then have the ARA attack the enemy weapons from a -
higher altitude.

7. PICKUP ZONE TO LANDING ZONE

-As the ﬂight was departing the PZ the AMC wag enroute to_
Khe Sanh to refuel after having. sompleted the airstrikes on the LZ.
Thus the first Qight of 31 sorties was moved to the L.Z and inserted’
without incident under the control of the S« 3, 223+d CAB. After re:
fueling, the AMC pioked up the second fAight as it was leaving the PZ"
and supervised the assault until its completion. L

. .




_The first atrcraft departed the
route to the LZ was from the PZ north to the Tiver an _
release point, along the river.’ P was a bend: o the river, north

of the LZ. ¥From the RP a heading © ‘degrees W ‘flown ‘_‘tq,_l;_h_e, LZ.

The approach into the LZ was a descen n 'wiﬁich w"';'.s term:nated
into the wind on an easterly heading. St T AP

The departure was a climbing turn to an appr oximate heading o
020 degrees, until_abreast of the RP. A flight route slightly to the .-
gouth of the approach route was then flown back to thePZ PR

The recommended enroute altitude was 5500 feet indicated, -All:“H
Jircraft were reported to have fown at least that high, ‘some higher.- Th
point at which to begin the descent into the LZ was left to the discretion ¥
of the Qight leader. : R . B
Enroute gun coverage of the lift aircraft was provided by the .-
gunships, ARA and Cav that were flying the Night route back apd ...
forth to rearm/refuel, There waé no enroute enemy fire experienced
during conduct of the combat assault on LZ LIZ. e

-~ .
e
.-

8. ASSAULT

The Cav recommend ation to, shift the touchdown point was N
received by the 5.3, 223rd CAB, who discussed the ac
the let Regimental Commander. The regimental comman
the recommended touchdown point but wanted an alternative between
and LOLO. The AMC informed the regimental commander that if the
Cav recommended touchdown point was not used, the troops would h:
to be inserted at LOLO and move overland to the LIZ area.  .° Tk

t * .

In view of the decreasing visibility resulting from haze, hea&y""
12. 7mm f{ire, and the lateness of the afternoon, the ADC(0) of the ‘lpl’;_.
Abn Div (Ambl) guggested to the 1st ARVN Inf Div Commander, throughi -
the XXIV Corps representat:ive';' that the troops be ingerted at LOLO

and move to the LIZ are2 on foot. The lst ARVN Inf Div

did not agree and stated the assault must go jnto the L1Z area since

it was essential to operations which would follow to the weet: The
regimental commander gave his approval to the touchdown point recor
mended by the Cav in the lower portion of the high graind between the i

e .

-

IV-8




escarpmegi: and the original mtended ;::'ou_;; (

The combat a.u.janlt on LZ LIZ_bc_g’_anﬁiéh t‘hq_{ir? aircraft

touching down at 1715 hours.. The .ﬁfgt'_"'ﬂi‘ght_‘of'3.)1'-'*aofti'e . insegted
elements of the 4th Bn, lst Regiment, 1st ARVN Inf Div. -f*l‘hi’f,fﬁ'.hf"” :
flight was completed at 1731 houre without incident. DETER R
S e C R L L
The first aircraft that went into the LZ was escorted by ARA
and Cav Cobras firing a prep of the LZ and approach path. . ARA: under
the control of the Cav then went into a CAP and the Cav'team remainet
in a low CAP to the east. During the first flight both ARA and the Cav ¥
provided 360 degree security. The UH-1C's were given the missgion to.

cover the valley floor north of the‘escarpment.

Approximately 15 minutes elapsed between the flights, with the .
first aircraft in the second lift touching down in the LZ at 1745 hours. 5
The decreasing visibility encountered during the second 1lift caused the A
aircralt to close on each other to maintain visual contact. This tightening =
of the formation caused a slower approach into the LZ and the aircraft i
%ad a tendency to shift to the west after leaving the RP. As the aircraft
ghifted to the west they began to receive fire from the area containing’
the huts identified earlier by the Cav. ' S T

When the second flight started receiving fire from the west of
LIZ, ARA and the Cav shifted into assigned sectors of fire, The Cav'."
shifted to the west in a.low CAP to locate targets. ARA began engaging
targets and worked with the.Cav as a team, Two UH-1H aircraft in ...
the second flight were hit by enemy fire and forced to land in the LZ.-.
Both of these aircraft were reported down in the LZ at 1758 hours. ' By:
1801 hours all crewmen from both aircraft had been extracted. el

P
= |
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]

. r . . . . . -.-‘.“,‘: N

The last sortie of the second lilt and the insertion touched down .
in the LZ at 1805 hours. The entire insertion of 62 sorties (over 400 -
troops) wae completed in 70 minutes. '

|
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c. (C) SUBSEQUENTACTIONS:_.

1. AIRCRAFT DAMAGE

. The assault on LZ LIZ included 72 a.:.rcraft with only 12 aircraﬂ:' ‘
hit, two of which were shot down, and one forced to land from an'und "~
known hit on the return flight. The aircraft were hit between 250 Ieet N
and 80 knots leading into the LZ, and 200 feet and 60 knots leaving the
LZ. Seven of the aircraft hits were from small arme fire, three from
12. 7mm machine gun fire, and one from’ both small arms and 12, 7mrn'
machine gun fire. The eleven aircraft hit in the vicinity of the LZ were.
UH-1H lift ships, the unknown hit causing the precautionary landing was

on an ARA AH-1G. The 72 aircraft (40 UH-1H, 18 AH-1G, 10 UH-I1C,
and four ARA AH-1G) few a I:ol:al of 338 hours, and a tol:a.l of 62.7 sortiea.

2. CASUALTIES R o

casualties., One was an aircraft commander hit in the leg by small 'irjms._.
fire on his approach into the LZ at an altitude of 100 feet. The aircraft
comrna.nder remained in Vietnam, The crew chief ahd door gunner ol'

LZ were hit by small arms fire and mortar fragmerits in the arms a.na
chest after they were on the ground. The crew chief was evacuated to
CONUS but the door gunner remamed in Vietnam. R

3. DOWNED AIRCRAFT RECOVERY

The two UH~1H's shot down in the LZ were destroyed. The ARA’
AH-1G which made a forced landing on ALUO! was later extracted on RS
7 March. The aircraft wag damaged by mortar fire while on ALUOI a.nd
had to be evacuated to CONUS. -




AIR}MOBILE STUDY
COMBAT ASSAULT LZ LIZ
4 MARCH 1971

e

COL DAVIS: . _ SR

at a.uaulf made on the 4th of March at -

We will discuss the comb
LZ 1JZ. Concurrent with this was the completion of the insertion into

1.Z. L.OLO of both troops and heavy lift, The Air Misgsion Commander Iérgg
LIZ wae also involved with the continuing requirement to LOLO. Lo
Theee two operationrs are necessarily going to overlap.. The same -
aircraft that were: xdon LOLO were also used for the LIZ insertion. '~

BG BERRY: L S

" At the 1730 briefing on 3 March atI Corps Headquarters,- the ARVN
I Corps Commander, Lt Gen Lam set the following priorities: BRI

1. Complete the move to LZ LOLO. ' RS

2. Combat assault the 24 Bn,

lst ARVN InfDiv from DELTA 1]
to LZ LIZ. - L

€

3." Combat assault two Vietnamese Marine battalions from the
Khe Sanh area to an LZ in the vicinity of XD 5929. L

4. As a matter of urgency, arrive at objective HOPE in the’
Tchepone area on 6 March. Gen Lam stated that we should try to asea
four combat battalions into the Tchepone area, but even if we got one -
rifie company or one rifle platoon into Tchepone on 6 March it was -

absolutely nece ssary that we make it with that size force.

§7 Accord the 1st ARVN Inf Div priority of the air cav assets
and ARC LIGHTS. . |

6. Before the combat assault on LIZ, position 105mme howitzer:
on LOLO, sufficiently in advance to have them registered on LIZ to
fire an artillery preparation. If the sequence of events wad such that;
the artillery did not get on LOLO, we should go to L]Z without the

artillery preparation. . . o




7. The following jir-epafat'of}_- fires wéﬁl ‘be employed on the *
combat assault on 4 March: five ARG ‘LIGHTS from 0001-0635
hours; preparatory fire by 155's from ALUOIL; airstrikes from

0710-0935 hours; two smoke sorties; and continuous air coygr.and_

priority of fires and airstrikes to troop jnsertions over tro

tanks, etc.

On the morning o
emphatically that by the 6th of March his forces must combat assault -
jnto the Tchepone area. (Referring this time to objective_HAIPHONG,'""'
he cited Gen Abrams and Gen Vien as having given to Gen Lam the
directive to take Tchepone not later than 6 March). At this time he
gtated we should plan for three infantry battalions into objective '
HAIDONG and one infantry battalion into objective HAIPHONG. At the

same briefing Gen Phu requested medical evacuation of 87 seriously
wounded ARVN soldiers from. LZ LOLO. . - o . '
MAJ KLOSE:

We returned to the lst A
that there were 101 slick sorties that had to go into LOLO before we -

could go into LIZ. In addition, there were 64 heavy-lift sorties.. F
We decided, at that time, to split our forces. ColKirklighter would ) ;
brief the Aight crews and borrow a C&C from one of the reinforcing :
elements, which he did. He departed at first light to go to LIZ and -
gtart the artillery and air preparation. . To the best of my knowledge,
33 sets (66 sorties) of air were to be avajlable. He started using
these around 0815 in the morning and continued until LZ time. o
Maj Lloyd and I Cc&C'd 101 sorties into LOLO. However, the ARVN -
changed the battalions. We did it in this order: The 2d of the lst
was located in two positions. They had 34 sorties at DELTA 1, 34
gorties at HOTEL, and then 33 sorties of engineers and artillery at a
PZ north of DELTA, Because there were 80 wounded that had to be ™
extracted ] recommended, and the recommendation was accepted, that
we take the first 34 sorties from DELTA 1, le,
into LOLO. We would then backhaul the wo
start the second leg from HOTEL. We got in the 68 sorties from
DELTA }, HOTEL, and backhauled the wounded in one refueiing, The
we refueled and started from DELTA with 33 sorties. I don't know :
how many it deyeioped into because as the pressure to insert the heavy

f 4 March at his 0815 briefing, Gen Lam stated

ops in contact,®

L
‘,l)"

RVN Inf Div TOC after dark and determineﬁ

' which was the shortest leg e
unded to KILO, and immediati
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1ift increased, we kept asking, "How many we “‘ﬁ 21 It wase still
seven. At this time I determined that we could no longer follow this
courge of action, We would go ahead with LIZ, and I'would police up
‘those last seven 1ifts, which turned out to be four, aftexr TIZT -1 =
Meanwhile, Col Kirklighter continued toput in airstrikes at 11Z. We.
picked up 31 sorties north of DELTA 1, I moved out to the vicinity:

of 11Z and assumed the responsibility for the LZ as Col Kirklighter
went to refuel. We inserted 31 sorties without incident. It's - FTS
- otable here that we did not go to the high ground LZ. - This time we:
went to a low ground LZ because the high gr'qund was u.naccep_tablé.' St
There was just too much antiaircraft fire. - About this time Col

Kirklighter came back on the acene and I left. Thirty-one more sor 1TY Peed

were inserted, but during that insertion two aircraft were shot down |
jn the LZ, and the crews were subsequently extracted. 1 then took four:
aircraft back to DELTA, and cleaned up the PZ into LOLO, and that -

was the day's activity. Lo SR

F3

CPT GOERTEMILLER:

Our objective as stated by BG Phu, was to provide a security
link between LZ LOLO and anothet fire base whiclt was to be Fire ' &
Support Base SOPHIA O. This would also be a staging area for the-

4

15t Regiment operations to the south once the ared of Tchepone had been’

taken. We talked for many hours about what had to be done, and . -
what the beat way to do it would be. ' We decided to follow this seque
of events: Continue LOLO in that order, and then go to LIZ when it
was ready. We had no time estimate of when LIZ would be ready or’
when LOLO would be finished, Things were a lot slower than we had
hoped. ' R

MAJ CLARK: L

This ie the [irst time we departed from the high grou-nd cdn'c,epf
This ope was actually in a little draw. There was high ground on both®
gides of it. The high ground ta'the’ south was the first intended LZ.::

It was actually the lowest ground anywhere in the area. We placed t
three Air Cav troops supporting the 1st ARVN Infantry Division af, .

follows: C Troop, 7/17th along Route 9 to the west; A/2/17th reconning :

the LZ; and B/7/1st screening gouth of the LZ. When they got into |
the area, about 0800, B/7/1st joined up with the C&C and started:
coordinating and controlling the airstrikes for- L1Z.--My troop, AT

e oA memmrt e Y r
- e




L Tmmeme L a e

jo-ine‘d uﬁ with the G&C and we started screening soith of LOLO. I .

wag given the ARA sections to screen around the L. and a section of
ARA east of the LZ, We continued this throughout the day until the -
ingertion was completed, and the heavy lift was completed... . Our.i - -,

primary mission here was to try to detect mortars and stop any ground

fire that the slicks might be taking or the heavy 1ift ‘might be taking

coming into the LZ. After this was completed, which was arbdm_l]'j:i_‘

1345, A Troop moved to LZ LIZ and we started to recon LIZ. 'As""ioonialg'

we got into the area we detected a 12.7 position, 'Ifl}e‘weaponws‘l;axjrted‘-
Hring at us, and we engaged this target and destroyed it with the SR
gunships. Then we started selecting targets for the TAC air, targets
we thought were important on the ridge line where the LZ was ‘preplanned,
We placed airstrikes on this area throughout the afterrnioon. About 1530
one airstrike opened up treeg and found a 300-meter trench line on - -

the intended LZ, which had 15 12.7mm positions Jocated throughout . ;i
the trench line and tree line. We placed airstrikes on these.positions.
Airstrikes destroyed seven positions and 200 meters of the trench line.
We continued to VR the area. We could not find an acceptable LZ in "
the high ground, and we started to work the intermediate ground betwv \
the escarpment and the high ground where the intended LLZ was. ,'_A_gixnf- 2o
we picked up 12. 7mm fire. We destroyed one weapon with Cav "~
fire and a second with airstrikes. At about 1615, continuing with . ¢
the VR, we located three more 12.7's, all of them”active. These wer
engaged with cavalry and airstrikes, and they were subsequently -
destroyed. At thie time we thought we had all the 12.7's destroyed.
We had not taken any small arms fire. The only danger we saw wer
gome huts and buildinge out to the west, This was passed on to the "
Air Mission Commander and as the assault started we shifted to start
hitting targets to the west. The reason that we picked the intermediate
ground for the LZ was because the highest ground was heavily vegetated.
We had not destroyed all the vegetation, and we thought there still
could be some 12.7's in the heavy vegetation even though we had
knocked out 12 to 15 weapons. The LZ that we did pick was in an
open area that had been blown out by a Daisy ‘Cutter, It was a large,
dark brown area surrounded by a-burned out area which could be easily
identified by the pilots coming info the LZ. The haze again was
getting pretty bad that afternoon. We recommended.an approach tha
we had flown over for about three hours and had not taken any fire. -
We had prepared the area with airstrikes and ARA. The decision for
LZ wae reached through the cavalry commander and Col Kirklighter
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We had to go w‘.lth t.’ne brown area lu;' ounded by the hlack area. I got Uy
‘up there and identified this area for the Ground ‘Commander from the

air. He did not like it. I told him that the ‘Air Mission Commander said
this would ha.ve to be the LZ. He did not offer any opinion after that. -
Thie juat had to be it f we were going to get into LIZ. It ha.d to be there.
He wanted an alternative between LIZ and LOLO. .Then we told him if "~

he wanted an LZ between LIZ and LOLO we would have to repeat the ;'._a;;'i o
preparation process, The choice was really between LIZ and putting a -+’
battalion into LOLO a.nd having them walk to L1Z. He said, "OK, go_
a.hea.d " : . R e ‘ . B

GEN BERRY:

While yoi: are discussing alternate LZ's, I should point out that
at 1614 while you were observing the preparation of LZ LIZ, I ta.lked
by radio with BG Meyer who was at Gen Lam's headquarters and BG
Phu's headquarters, I requested Gen Meyer to get from Gen Phu an
alternate LZ to the LIZ area. Irecommended landing of the troops at .
LOLO. What ] had in mind was the poor and decreasing visibility and
the heavy antiaircraft fire in the LIZ area. I believed it might be more

‘gound to go ahead and land those troops designated for LIZ on LOLO -

that evening, and then the following day, make a combat agsault into the
LIZ area. The word came back from Gen Phu that‘he would select no
alternate LZ's. We had to go into the LIZ area. Let's review the fire
support thing if you want to. At 1225-hours, 4 March, at 1st ARVN Inf
Div headquarters, LTC Byers, then the senior advisor, related to me
by radio that Gen Phu wanted the combat assault on LIZ without wa:.ting
for the artillery preparation from LOLO itself.

MAJ KLOSE:

The troops that went into LIZ came from the north side of Fire l 3
Base DELTA. We had three separate C&C's, Col Kirklighter had one -
glick from KILO as his. I borrowed one from AUCTION, and AUCTION

' came up with another ship to be the alternate C&C. One was working

LIZ, one LOLO, and one wasg on the PZ, Col Kirklighter would cover
LOLO while I was refueling. It's a case of staggering all the key people ;
on refueling, so any one of them can mind the store while the-cther is’
gone. These things could be planned in the future, but there is no
guarantee things would work out that way. It seems to work out pretty
well a8 long a8 you can figure out the fuel state everyqne has and deci
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whao has to lc .ve' and when.

BG JOHN HILL, CG, 1ST BDE, Sth INF DIV (MECH):

. What bappens when the C&C ship ié ghot down or has mechanical
fajlure? That.is one gituation, but I am talking of when the battle has ...
changed and then we have to do something different with the troops. If =
C&C is shot dnwn the cavalry commander can go ahead. If you have to Y
change the Battle plan then you get a different deal. L

-

GEN BERRY: IR

1f Gen Phu had been in the ship with me at the tirre, you would
have had a situation which could have dealt with a change in battle plans
Under the circumstances under which all-of these have been flown, a ...
drastic change in the battle plan would have required my fying back and
landing to talk with Gen Phu. B SR . RS

s

MAJ KLOSE:

As to the Mnerabﬂity_of a primary C&C ship with the key sta.ﬂ
aboard, 1 have serious doubts, on the ARVN gide of the ht_mse‘. ‘that
they ‘would have a gecond team ready to take over.’ SRS

GEN BERRY: - e

Discussing the command decisions during LIZ, there was a o
geries of consultations by radio going on between me, over LJZ in an
aircraft, and BG Phu on the ground at his headquarters. That discus -
sion was conducted through the intermediary, Gen Meyer and LTC Valz,
1 was relaying back the situation to these two individuals who were in
turn relaying them to Gen Lam and Gen Phu., This was their combat:
assault. The leading example is that of my recommendation of an
alternate LZ. At the same time, from the air over the operation, I wa

_talidng by radio to the XXIV Corps G-3 and keeping him informed. Th

gentlemen, is in no way an alternative for an alternative command ph.r
and command ship, but at least there was some continuous cons

going on. Fortunately, we did not have a gituation that required a
drastic change in the battle plan. - S




r N

Was Gen Phu fu“_o located 80 as to direct the op'qi:_:‘:-f';.‘i:io'_x;.?“_- - 3 Sl

GEN BERRY: - - - . -

1 think the answer is probably yes. He had two regiments and
was in his CP. At the same time his senior advisor was monijtoring’.-*
‘the FM radio over which both LIZ and LOLO were being conducted: -Hi
Air Liaison Officer was, I guess, monitaring both FM arnd UHF and | e
telling him about the airstrikes going on. His advisor, LTC Valz, was
doing a very good job of keeping abreast of what was critical, LOLO "
completion and the preparation of LIZ. I venture to guess he probably -
wap at the most critical spot until, perhaps, the landing on LIZ. 1 =
think he was in the right place, and I think the key decision makers were "7
there at the LZ. . ‘ B RE

COL DAYVIS: ) L

We have not completed the discussion of TAC air.

L d

MAJ MAHONEY: (speaking of LIZ preparation)

We did have 34 sets of air. From 0707-1015 we used 13 sets of
air that were LZ construction., Fout of the first six had Daisy Cutters:
for LZ construction. From 1015-1723 we put in an additional 15 sets "'t:;f',s '

ajr. From 1723-1814 we put in three other sets. Lo L

MAJ KLOSE:

It is our opinion Dow that the actual LZ used for LOLO was a
misplaced Daisy Cutter and it worked in our favor. In the future, whe:
we prepare an LZ we are going to have to prepare several places to
touch down. ‘I would say it would be ideal to have aerial photography s
that we could see the actual condition of the high ground. Then we' -
could git down with the FAC's, £éll them where we want the Dalsy Cutte:
where we want the Commando Vault, both on high ground and an alter
pative. We could take.a Leica, put it in the Iront seat of a -Gobra and
come back and develdp it this afternoon and have it. - -
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‘to be as mobile as the forces ‘they support.’ It rmght mean dedica.ting

MAJ KLOSE' g

Khe Sanh is the ma.in logistic center for this operation. . It we had
to go any further west than SOPHIA ot HOPE, we would have to have a*
resupply base at DELTA 1, Our rearm and refuel stations almost ha.ve

itself by air? s

GEN BERRY: - - :

our airmobile division, 8o you cannot be talking about the airmobile
division operating in a vacuum, If we had to secure our own rearm/
refuel points we would have eaten up a major portion of thia division
simply in securing logiatic instailationa for aircraft. IO _*-"

COL DAYIS:

MAJ KLOSE: - o

There was debris aloft at LIZ. In addition to the particles“ixi the"
air, there were things larger than we normally encounter in the air..
Also, the ARVN requested five ARC LIGHTS three of which were to .

to LOLO and LIZ, as a group, starting with 40 slicks and ultimately
getting down to 31. Once we got this thing in motion we kept it in motion

all day, and were able at'the end of the day to conduct a succesaful - ;=4
combat assault, If you lose the inertia you have got to build it again. )
In essence, we kept these people occupied working LOLO and then put *
them right into LIZ with very little lost motion. If we have an all-day- p
job working our way into an LZ, and the crews are doing other things,’
we have to put them together to capitalize on the insertion. It's not'a
efficient as using them as a unit, . e
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So, in essence, what you are saying is that you have a primary -
mission to combat assault, The AMC must have time to adequately
prepare and brief his aircrews and they cannot be fragmented" and then
‘be expected to form an instant combat assault in a cornphcated emnr-. T
onment and expect it to come off successfully. We've proven this. time b
and time again, I1f you put something together bad, that is how the”
operation-is going to turn out. This ia aomething we. want to make sure
we don't violate in the future; .. . :

MAJ KLOSE: R

Another very inportant factor that we have learned is the im- ~ .
portance of the lead aircraft. If that first bird cannot find the LZ then ...
the whole mission falls apart, and you have a hard time getting the -
whole thing straightened out. You may never get it straightened out.
Another lesson learned: regardless of the direction and type of fire. a.t
the last minute you have got to make your landing into the wind. We've:
tried to solve the problem by using a short buttonheok - come in \luth :
the wind, cut a sharp 90 degreea in the last 35 Beconda. e




A © GENERAI; .
1 CDNCEPT
SOPHIA (XD 3440) was the final fire base that was tobe a-t-‘-w"
ablished prior to the assault into the Tchepone area, From SOPHIA.
the assault into Tchepone could be aupported by the 105mrn battery'
that was to be inserted S D |

2. mssxo:»:

to LZ SOPHIA. During the LIZ insertion, the 2d Sqdn. l?th Cav: v’
continued to screen to the west and south. This provided early re- -:-
connaissance of the SOPHIA area. Because of poor visibility in the -
1IZ area, it became dangerous for helicopters and Air Force flghter!__-’”
to operate in close proximity to each other comper;ing for air space. :
The FAC's were directed to drop their prdnance in the SOPHIA area. ‘g
as preparation for the following day. The 2d Regt, 1st ARVN Inf D‘W'
wags given the mission to air assault and secure LZ SOPHIA. They,_, T
were then to establish a fire base for the receipt of 105mm howitzers
. to_provide artillery support for the final move to Tchepone, The plan’
called for the heavy use of air assets to deliver fire power to the . =
SOPHIA area and to conduct reconnaissan ce to the northwest toward -
Tchepone. Six 105 mm howitzers were to be moved to SOPHIA to pr vid
.tube artillery support for the final assault. Two battalions were to =
land an the escarpment, secure’ SOPHIA and then proceed northealt
to the Xe Pon Rjver to gecure a river crossing for a possible gro und‘
witkdrawal route after the assault on Tchepone. The plan included
{neerting 1134 personnel with 164 UH~-1H lift sorties into the SOPHIA .'
area. In addition to the lst ARVN Inf Div air assault to SOPHIA, the
VNMC Div conducted a troop insertion involving 60 UH-1H sortien to
a fiel.d location aouth of DELTA on the afternoon of 5 March

.3, WEATHER .’

On the morning of 5 March the cloud cover was acattered and =
hroken with early morning ground fog thdt dissipated® around noon.‘, :
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1300 hours the weather had improved:to suc 'a degree that it Gh:of

no tactical significance, As the day-progre jed,” the possibility of -

conducting operations into the evening was considered should the ... .. .

{nsertion take longer than expected.” This was the first day of desirable .

weather since the direction of the attack was diverted and directed =
. along the escar ment to the south of the river, SR

B. (C) EXECUTION

1. ENEMY SITUA TION

Ajrcraft in the SOPHIA area on 5 March were engaged pri=-.
marily by 12, 7mm and small arms fire. Elements of the 14th Antis"
aircraft Battalion and the 17th Antiaircraft Battalion were reported in .
‘the vicinity of the LZ, It is believed that artillery fire on SOPHLA was
delivered by Volunteer Company 34 which was reported in the vicinity -
of XD 3338, Two weapons companies from the 35th Engine-r Battalion
were also believed to be in the area, It was logical for the enemy. to -
suspect an assault in the vicinity of SOPHIA following the previous two
days' assaults along the escarpment and the preparation of the area durin
the insertion of LIZ on 4 March, ' S

!

R
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2. COMMAND AND CONTROL S
The. chain of command for the ARVN ground unit was from’
1 Corps to the lst ARVN Inf Div to the 2d Regt, all at Military Post
near Khe Sanh, The CO of the 2d Regt, 1st ARVN Inf Div, was the - °
Ground Commander for the insertion on LZ SOPHIA. The AMC ¥as the
€O, 223d GAB. The alternate AMC was the XO, 223d CAB. THe AMC:
picked up the GC at-0800 hours on 5 March at Military Post and pro- :
ceoded to the LZ area : . observe the air cavalry reconnaissance and
direct the preparation of the LZ by airstrikes. The preparation began
at 0830 hours. Because of bad weather the assault was delayed until -
early afternoon and the preparation continued throughout the morning
The UHF radio net was used to control the aircraft during the assault.
The VHF radio net was used to. contrel all attack helicopter assets.
The FM radio net was used for routine traffic and for coordination. .
with the Air Force FAC, The downed crew recovery was controlled
by the alternate AMG. : e




. & 3. RECONNAISSANCE " e

T - A Troop, 2d Squadrom,” 17th Cav receivedthe mission of
- reconmalssance, LZ preparation, and provision of security in direct . -

e L +  support of an airmobile assault on LZ SOPHIA, A Troop'srecons= . . .

!

i

:
{ ‘naigsance teams consisted of two AH-1G attack }clicopters and one
UH-1H command and control helicopter for coordinating the .reco_ii'-__-t
1. - najissance effort and LZ preparation, A Troop's commander elég_tgd"
KRR _ not to use the OH=-6A in anticipation of a heavy volume of antiaircrafty 8
‘ ' fire., A Troop, during a visual reconnaissance of the high ground‘to; '
the west of the LZ received 12, 7Tmm fire in the vicinity of XD 322419
1 The recormaissance team marked the position for the FAC, and air- '
strikes silenced the weapon, Further reconnaissance of this area -~
i revealed a 200-meter V-shaped trench line with the open end of the "™
! "YU oriented toward the south, Numerous bunkers and 12, 7mm - -
i positions were located throughout the area, A Troop continued to -~
; direct airstrikes in this area. With airstrikes being employed to the’
{ west, A Troop made a visual reconnaissance of the LZ and the approac
! route from the east over the escarpment with a tight right turn l:oi"'f"'“_
=5 ; , the north just prior to reaching the LZ and a leit descending turn .
e back gouth into the L.Z. This pattern would prevent the lift air-
P craft from stacking up on final approach to the LZ, Antiaircraft:
oo weapons would have dificulty in accurately adjusting fire with the
1ift ships fying in three directions, one of which was a descending
turn into the LZ. The other aircraft could easily observe any problem
in the LZ and adjust their pattern accordingly. The departure route:
recommended was east and back along the escarpment, The AMC c
curred with the Cav recommendations and A Troop directed airstrik
in preparing the LZ and the routes, Airstrikes were also employed
numerous huts and trails to the northwest in the vicinity of XD 341416
This location was passed to the AMC as representing a possible qa.nﬁme
area during the insertion., Recommendations were made for the smok
screen drop between coordinates XD 355402 and XD 341392 and, during
- the insertion, for airstrikes on the high ground to the west. The AMI "
concurred with the recommendations and A Troop was given control
of the TAC air and three sections of ARA to coordinate and provide
adequate security during the insertion. A Troop marked the co- | ¥
ordinates for the smoke drop and directed the FAC to shift the air
strikes on the high ground to the west, A Troop made one final
reconnaissance of the LZ and did not receive any fire, The LZ wa
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. misplaced amoke hindered and added confusion to itre insertion. . ARA

¢enter of mass located at XD 315470 On 4‘Mar
ARC 1IGHT was employed two kilometers southwest ot‘ the LZ thh the
center of mass at XD 335395, Seven ARC LIGHTS were employed Irom
0115 to 1205 hours on 5 March on suspected enemy strongpoints along

’ ] L]
employed at grids XD 330415. XD 330405, XD 345415, XD 345405,
XD 314415, XD 305420, and 377442, From 0805 to 1330 hours, 5 Ma ,
23 sets of TAC air were employed in preparatxon of the LZ. with the Ca
identifying specific targets to the FAC. A total-of six Daisy Cutters wer
employed from 0805 to 1231 hours, - Other ordnance consisted.of 500
pound bombs, napalm, cluster bomb units (CBU), 20mm fire, and .
smoke. Prior to the insertion time of 1321 hours, the regular FAC
working the LZ area returned to Quang Tri with mechanical p;oblems
At 1321 hours a replacement FAG arrived on station and stated that a
set of air with smoke was on station. The Cav marked the area east’
of the LZ for smoke with WP, and the area was identified and marked
correctly by the FAC, The FAC was instructed to employ the amoke
along a north-south line, However,. the first amoke.was ‘employed along
an east-west line, The second smoke was directly on the L2 ‘Thil
provided three sections for a CAP of the area. Throughout the inaerti(:u::‘h
the fires of ARA were not called for even though there were active -
enemy antiaircraft positions, Of significant interest is the‘[act that‘,'
the distance from the nearest rearm/refuel point necessitated the
use of three sections (seven aircraft) to provide continuous ARA
coverage, Unlike previous combat agsaults, the ARA aircralt were -
not used by the Cav teams on station to engage targets they had -
detected by low altitude VR. :

r

7. PICKUP zom: TO LANDING ZONE

r. ‘ T
The flight departed the PZ.at.1300 hours, The flight route
was from the PZ to HOTEL to DELTA 1, then north to the.river, welt
along the river to the RP which was a bend in the river at grid XD 36
The flight initiated a descent at the RP on a 210 degree headirg.” Th
descent continued on this heading until, at approximately 50 feet
above the ground, a left pedal turn was made into the LZ, termmatin
in a landing to the east., The aircraft departed the LZ-on a 030 degrejﬂg
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. : he Sanh, :
alfitudes were 6000 feet from | Z to' L. ‘feet from the.
LZ to Khe Sanh, . All aircraft refieled at Khe 'Sa .
pickup at the PZ, Enroute armed escort'was p by AH-1G and.
UH~1C gunships which were. flying to and {rom Jrefuel at Khe'. | -
Sanh combat base, While enroute the first lift received both 12. 7mm.
" and swall arms fire from an area west of ALUOL.: ‘Four aircralt were
-foreed down on or around ALUOI as a result of this fire. UH-1C. 5,
gunships engaged this area but were not able to neutralize these énemy -
positions. The first lift also received 12, 7Tmm fire from the low =iy
ground along the river, vicinity XD 3842,..This area was silenced by
UH-1C gunships. In spite of heavy engagement by gunships all %
. sbeequent lifts recnived fire from the area west of ALUOL. T

8, ASSAULT i SR _

: The assault of the 5th Bn, 2d Regt, 1st ARVN Inf Div on LZ.SOP
began at 1321 hours when the first lift aircraft touched down on the LZ, .
The ftrst lift aircraft that departed the LZ received ({ire from the =0
escarpment northeast of the LZ, Other aircraft of the first lift
later received emall arms fire from huts to the northwest while
approaching the LZ, Escort Cobra gunships engaged the targets o
the escarpment while A Troop, 2d Sqdn, 17th Cav Cobraes silenced the
fire from the huts, The second lift encountered enemy 'Bmall-aﬂi-.ih";--_ ;
fire in the LZ from ‘a trench line to the west. Cav Tobra gunships "
were used to engage and silence the area, The continued amall arme
fire from the escarpment could not be suppressed due to the élq-eff
proximity of friendly troops, who ‘were moving toward these en'em:irf
positions. The third and fourth lifts received no enemy fire near
the LZ. The enemy positions on the escarpment which were engagi'n'g
the 1ift aircraft departing the LZ had been neutralized by friemndly - !
ground forces. Close fire support during the assault consisted of . .-
two teams of escort Cobra gunships, two teams of UH-1C gunships, one
ARA team and one Cav team, Two escort Cobra teams provided cOover
age for the lift aircraft approaching and departing the LZ, The ARA"
teamn provided a CAP over the LZ, The Cav team engaged targets fi
to the west and then to the south of the TZ. The UH-1C gun'lh"ilpn were i
north of the escarpm ent along the river on the valley floor. .Only one
the eight aircralt hit near the LZ was shot down. This UH-1H received
numerous hits on the approach to the LZ but did not go down'ﬁhnilll-‘,__lﬁra"




~ attempting to r,ehknrn._to Khe Sanl ring the third and fourth lifis .

- UH-1H aircraft were used to extract injured gBround personnel. The
loading of wounded required more time and this cdused the fights to _
swing to the west for spacing, - This took the flight over additional- - ¥
enemy positions north.of the escarpment and the river.” This area ...
was engaged by UH-1C gunships. To avoid this enemy fire the flight . |
- stopped.swinging to the west, kept its reduced spacing and landed two. .
and three aircraft in the LZ at one time. The assault of the 5th Bn, 2d
Regt was completed at 1517 hours. The insertion of the 4th Bn, 2d...5 i
Regt, 18t ARVN Inf Div immediately followed, At 1535 hours the '
-medium_/he_av_}r'li& afircralt created both spacing and timing problem

in the LZ. The inse:tion of the 4th Bn, 2d Regt was completed at "
~ 1646 hours, The medium/heavy lift movement was terminated at
1830 hours as a result of poor weather, ' : -

C. (C) SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS

l. AIRCRAFT DAMAGE

Ninety-one aircraf pa rticipated in the assault on LZ
SOPHIA, Sixteen aircraft were hit, 12 UH-1H and four UH-1C, Nine
aircraft were hit by small arma fire, five were hit by weapons 12, 7
or larger and two aircraft were hit by an unknowt type of fire, Six'
of the 16 aircraft hit were classified as combat losses, Five of the
other ten aircraft hit returned to Khe Sanh and were determined to’
be in a non-flyable condition. Eight aircraft received damage on
take off, landing and in the LZ. Two UH-1H's were damaged while o
& recovery mission and the remaining UH-1H wag damaged while .
enroute from the LZ, The 91 aircraft (63 UH-1H's, eight UH-1C's, .
and 20 AH-1G's) flew a total of 303 hours and a total of 979 sorties,

2. CASUALTIES .,

Of the 16 aircraft hit only three of the crews sustained 3
injuries. One UH-IH aircraft was hit while approaching the LZ. The
dircraft commander reported that the aircraft was hit and he waa .
attempting to return to Xhe Sanh, Shortly after this. transmission - _
& FAC reported seeing 2 helicopter going down in flames. The aire
craft and crew that reported returning to Khe Sanh never arrived.
Neither the aircraft nor the crew have been located, The four crew.

- -
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members have been classified as misg

.commander and pllot of another UH-1H 'wé’i‘é’ hit'by small arms fire. |
The aircraft commander received minor facial cuts and a foot wound, -

The pilot sustained'a minpr wound in the left ankle, The aircraft
. commander was evacuated to CONUS; the pilot was hospitalized

in Vietnam. A door gumner on another UH-1H was hit in the_”,l‘"e&':leg’_

by small arms fire. He was treated in a hospital in Vietnam, -

3. DOWNED AIRCRAFT RECOVERY -

Seven aircraft were shot doﬁm '&uril‘!.g- the assault,’ "nl-:‘ o[ '
which were destroyed. The remaining aircraft was recovered on
6 March, Lo :

[




LY

@

GEN BERRY:

At Gen Lam's evening and morning briefings on 5 March,the day o
the combat assault on SOPHIA, he emphasized the neceassity of combat %,
assaults against the HAIDONG, HAIPHONG, HOPE area in the vxcmity of ,,,,,
Tchepone on 6 March. He emphasized once again that, for the asg sault j=‘
on the Tchepone area on &6 March, it would be a political as well ag "~ ,.;-}

s military objective. He hoped to put four battalions into the - . 1
Tchepone area. He had to put in at least one company, and would de wha.tf-
ever was necegsary to put that one company into the Tchepone area. He
said we must be in the Tchepone area by 6 March. There was no alter

native. At Gen Lam's regular morning briefing on 4 March and at, 1740
he focused on the SOPHIA assault for the next morning. He directed tha
e there be a FAC for the Cav. He would be carrying out. reconnaissan *&c’

e both in the SOPHIA area and the Tchepone area. Both at the 1740 . i
. hours, 4 Marxch briefing and the 5 March morning briefing, there waa 3
discugsion on SOPHIA. The emphasis wasthat SOPHIA must be captured:
in order to move on and take Tchepone. SOPHIA would be a firebase o
: which there would be six 105's, essential to the assault of Tchepone on
1 6 March. The mission of the two battalions that would go into SOPHIA
! was to secure the high ground along the escarpment and build fire bases
*i for operations in the Tchepone area. The two battalions would move we
‘ and northweast along the escarpment to conduct search operations. - 'I'he
also were to secure a river crosgsing northwest of the SOPHIA area 3
for the two battalions, which would give them a secure river crosslng :

to fall back on.
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LTC KIRKLIGHTER CcO, 223d COMBAT ASSAULT BATTALION

Chung, the 2d Regiment commander pulled me agide and said that o t
5th he would be going into SOPHIA, ultimately to go into Tchepone I:h
(2 ‘ Io].lowi.ng day. He eaid the combat assa’u:lt into-Tchepone would be gi 1.5
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top priority, (and on the 6th he would’ ‘ Tchepo: with'a squad,
a platoon, a company, or whatever else he had left.) At 0830 once .
we had ourselves oriented in the area in which we wish to put air-

atrikes on, 1 was notified by the FAC they had already put . four ‘to five sets:’
of air on SOPHIA. We discussed various arcas with the Cay Squadrom: = 1%
and came to the common agreement on what targete and areas should
be struck. Alist of these areas was made and the preparation wag: .
initiated at 0830. The air was stopped (leaving the area high and dry)
and the Cawi went'in, On two different occasions they went in and drew .’
12. 7yam fre. We pulled them back out and started the preparation ;..
again, hitting specific targets thé Gdv troops had located, and .. .
concentrating heavily on gun emplacements. This went on at least = -
another hour. At this time the Cav went in again and made anothex
detailed examination of the area. I was told by the Cav lead that .. =

particular day that the LZ would be adequate, and that there were small.

stumps in the LZ, This recon was complete. That will take up through |

the preparation phase. =

COL DAVIS: R ' .

It has been essential to have a Cav troop in direct support of the ...
combat aseault. This really represents a much mqi:e extensive use
during a combat assault. The LZ time was more of a planning factor
than a fixed point. This was demonstrated by the Cav recon, and the =
additional airstrikes. It was accomplished only after the determination
that a satiefactory prep had been made. 1 believe it was understood '
the night before that with the »ad weather we had been having the

0900 LZ time would not be made. The major importance of the 0900

1.Z time was that the slicks would be ready at that time..

I weuld a.gaiﬁ like to point out the extensive use of the Cav tro'op_. ;

"~
Sr

r

GEN BERRY:

On the previous day, 4 March, as I talked with XXIV Corps
represestatives about the LZ time of-0500, I said that I would think .
1100 houre would be a more likely time. I told the XXIV Corps G-3 -
that we had to go with the Vietnamese planning time,-but considering
the likelihood of bad weather and the need to recon the area and put )
in additional fire povVe'r, that an 1100 hours LZ time would be more
likely. After lopking over my notes I took in the helicopter over the

-

V-2




]"..Z‘, 1 now recall that o:{:'l:‘t‘h'e‘-e_at N rning ‘of the Sth thcre was bad
weather. Iwas over the LZ and was botliered because no one else - BEE
was there. I recall now that there was a 2400 -foot ceiling in Soutk . "

Vietnam and unlimited ceiling in Laos with broKen cloud cover 2400~ = -

3000 feet over the LZ. I recall now that the Cav had tried to get out 'rig}\x_i:":__-';
after 1 was lucky enough to get out.. . "= "¢ T e

LTC KIRKLIGHTER: . -

The first set of ﬂighfl wé_iﬂ: in at' 0933. They could not get
through until that time. R L

MAJ KLOSE:

The ridge line was covered by rather tall trees. These trees were
on both gideg of the pencil-thin ridge line. 1 estimated the ridge L
line t be no more than 3040 meters acroes. - .

LTC KIRKLIGHTER:

In 1966-67 in the I Corps area, we didn't have the benefit
of a Cav troop for recon, that being normally done by the AMC,.
Making low passes at the LZ was the mission of the gunships, I thi
for the first time we see alrmobility working as a team. It's impr
sive that we have massive TAC air when we are going up against this {3 .
type of environment., We have to have priorities, realizing that sometimédy
you are going to have to go with fewer sets of TAC air if there is a higﬁ?"
er priority mission. An early recon of the LZ and then several
recons in the LZ prior to the troops arriving is just essential. Other~
wise you have the question in your mind, 'lIe the LZ adequately
prepared to receive assault troops? " I don't think I have been BNy
disappointed one time with the Cav troop's recon. The CAP cover we have
been getting from ARA is another vital aspect of that teamwork. I = 4
would say again that the only disappointment I have had here is
artillery. We just don't seem to get the artillery fire. It used to be .3
._that the artillery would hit the LZ and then be shifted to one flank 'dr_l;-u.;,
another, to provide some cover and to prevent the enemy [rom exiting |
the area. Air, ARA and Dustoff have been just absolutely outstandingy
Once again we are goipg to discuss the organization for corribaf and -
formations required of the ground forces. This has never been a con
sideration that has affected our .flight formations and landing forma
other than the requirement to retain a battalion integrity. -
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COL DAVIS:
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On SOPHIA {tself how many nhips_.tm:b;:'_.lvd?'t_m.‘i_ h“dow atone tl_m._e?

RN

Sl

L.TC KIRKLIGHTER: o

e

One, but jou might see two ships at a timeé. 'I‘wo ships getonthe |
ground when there is a mix-up and one of the ships gets too-close,

The spacing is bad, but you can get two ghips in. I was always afraid of. -

blade strikes, There were stumps in the LZ eightcen inches to twoz:
feet high, also the tall trees. : B I

.
-

GEN BERRY: o v

_ You know, a surprising thing to me is that back in 1967-68 any~ -
thing smaller than a five-ship LZ was considered peanuts. Another-
amaging thing to me is the large number of troops we are putting in
thege one-chip LZ's, I don't believe it was envisioned by the early .
creators of alrmobility. I think it is something that has developed
through nccessity. Itis an extension of the capability of a_irmobi%@ty.'

! .

1L{AT KLOSE:

Thie also explaine why we are not taking mare hits enroute. If:
we had a staggered trail left or right it would help, I think we are '~
going to do this more often. 1 consider this being a mid-intensity . -
air-defense system. Large formations flying overhead force the enemy.‘g
to fire all of his antiaircraft weapons. I have two points to make on’
the formations. Cne, in a mid-intensity environment, we have good

jnformation on how many aijrcraft were hit, but we have no idea how by

rounds were actually fired at our aircraft. If we increased the denaity"_' "
of our aircraft the number of hits would increase. If we increase the -

number of ships in a given area or air space we .would also increase the :

number of hits. There is alot to be said-for formation flying in

other than this'type of environment. Behaviorally, a man flying in a’;
formation i concentrating on his place in the formation and his -
relation to the other aircraft. He is interested in maintaining his place
and in nothing else. In the single trail-type formation the importance
of the aircraft commander increases,for he is responsible for every=
thing his aircraft does or fails to do. He must make many decisions
in the single-ship thing. The 30 second separation has 60 flight lead

.- - -
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versus jix, In these 60 leadn,
power to. upset. the whole operation;
LTC KIRKLIGHTER:

- When we were work:lng dow'n a.round HOTEL 2 we were PZ-ing out of
KILO and we had four aircraft join in on the trail of another ﬂ;ght. CR e
They went to the RANGER LZ where we had to police them up, They ua.y th
the lead aircraft knew where his LZ was.but he just caught on to the .
back of another flight., I think that in many respects the single-
ship is tougher. Briefing is abrolutely necessary. There was a drastic §
change in the case of flight routes. We flew from DELTA 1 over BROWN
and LOLO to L1Z then to SOPHIA. We kept out of the river west of LOLO,
There was a tremendous amount of antiaircraft. Another idea is o
that fiying over the fire bases provides certain safe havens for the"
aircraft in case they experience some mechanical failure enr-oute. R

MAJ KLOSE:

.

At 1400 hours there wore two ARC LIGH'I‘S to go in northea.st of

Gi:N BERRY:

As I review this from some messages received from the CO and S«
223d CAB, they were telling people to get out of the valley and W
get up -n the high ground. Whenever people got in the valley they
were shot up, and I think we lost some people because t.hey flew in the
valley,

MAJ KLOSE:

4

None of my 1ift went into the valley,. and everyone was told to stay 4
on the high ground, My XO experienced engine failure ..nd had to sit -
down in ALUOI. That was becauge he was coming * out of DELTA 1, ,
and trying to get to BROWN. That was the closest place he could get to, "}
It's a natural tendency for everyone to try to follow rivers, roads and
valleys because these are eany navigations. Flight discipliné is
very necessary for safe flight. One problem we ran into in this type.
of environment is that members of the same organization tend to .
follow one another. This is a survival instinct.- The people




were briefed and knew what they were st . |
it happened one reactl instinctively and hi- emotions take over. . .

That il in the orga.n:lzation md the brienng Everyone knows' that
a chase ship will take care of downed pilots and that everybody muat
atay on the miuiun regardleu oI what happens. '

LTC KIRK LIGHTER:

There is nothing in the doctrine about cha.é_efflixit:tit_iiz.

GEN BERRY:

As we seek to eliminate logses, we find it more and more’
necesgary to make provisions for downed aircralt. We pulled this
chase ship idea out of our pockets. Do advantages of changing air -
call signe for security reasons outwe:.gh the dxsadva.ntages of the
added confusion? ~ :

MAJ KLOSK:

Right now everyone knows the call signs as people: and it would be
a little difMicult to change. For example, as long as the FAC is in il ;
the AO he lcnows who DRAGON 20 is and who DRAGON 09 is, also . s |
OXHORN 20, o |

GEN BERRY:

It would take two or three days for us to get used to the new call- -
signs. The same confusion would exist for the people on the ground,
because the present call signs are what the people on the ground know .
the people in the air by. I recommend a delay in the SOl change. :

-

COL DAVIS: | ST

Please diacuss LZ reconnalssance and preparation,




CPT CURRY, 2/17 CAVQ

We arrived at the LZ the same time as t.he“AMC -A'We ﬁrst did a high
recon. We worked outside to inside. - After working the LZ We turned -
to working the flight route. After we had worked the LZ and surrounding
area, to include the Oight routes in and out, we took a final look a.!; T
everyt.h:l.ng before the first hft came in.

GEN BERRY-
What is the pﬂncipal weapon ua;a h.ga;inat axi.fia.ircr_aft fire?

CPT CURRY!

-

Well the cannon I guess, but roally airatrikes are the beat
thing to put on antiaircraft positions.

GEN BERRY:

I think that airstrikes are the best thing to use on ant: aircraft’ gun
or bunkers. Let the low level recon find the enemy and then ca.ll in -
airstrikes to kill the enemy. '

-

LT LEIGHTON ALO, USAF:

From 0805-1330 we had a total of 23 sets of air, The first two

sets of air were Daisy Cutters. From then on they were Daisy Cutters
CBU, snake and napalm. At the planned L.Z time, of 1000, we had. three
sets of 500-pound bombs (snake), napalm and 20mm. At 1315, L2 hme,
we had a set of.snake and napa;lm on station, and we had another set '*
of CBU. From that time on, when we started to go in, the targets aroun
the LZ were hit and helicopters reconned up to the HOPE area. After @
thie there were three sets: 1515-1536 snake and napalm; 1700-1725 snake
and napalm; 1805-1927 snake, napa.lm and CBU.

GEN BERRY:

According to my f:gurea the touchdown time was 132] hours. The '“h
almoat at the same time, HAMMER 40 checked in and said he had smoke.
He had just arrived in the area and he asked for a brief target plan.’

Vii-7
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The point is there was no smoke and no FA “in the air. At 1326 they
were in the midst of telling where the amoke was 4o go. There were
three WP markers set down indicating the line of the smoke and it

wag generally to the east of the target. The AMC reported the smoke
ghould go in on the target on a north to south line. . iR aee

The following was taken from the notes ofa member of the Airmobile .-
Stu.ly Group: . L

£y

LT LEIGHTON:

The regular FAG for the area was diverted back to Quang Tri L
because of mechanical failure. That FAC that took over did not have 7
the charts for his area. FAC's work certain areas all the time, [0
they are the only ones with all the information.

GEN BERRY:

How can we keepa F "C in the AO at all times?

LT LEIGHTON: | -

There are six FAC's for each mission with gix more as backup.
1f cpe FAC has mechanical trouble 30 minutes out of Quang Tri and
only a ten minute overlap is planned there will be a tirie over the AQ
when there ig no FAC. e

LTC KIRKLIGHTER:

The Cav marked the spot for smoke with WP, This spot was identifi
by the FAC, and he marked it. The smoke went east to weat on the ™
south side of the LZ when it should have gone north to south, The
second smoke was right on the LZ. The Cav reported numerous 12.7
mm pits in the tree line. At both HOPE and LIZ the ARVN wanted
high ground, but high ground gets hits from 360 degrees, .o~

GEN BERRY:

On 3,4,5, and 6 March the high grouﬁd was- the n;.mt dangerous; :




selected at random so the enemy could not defen .
because it was down'in a bowl and the enemy could not adjust.

MAJ KLOSE'

»

If the lead lhck ﬁrea ane hundred rounds it is a good day

There is too much restriction on the door gunnera, What we need' a.re_
definable l:lmitl 8o gunners can ﬂre enroute and at the LZ,

COL DAVIS

The gunners can fire up to three hu.ndred mel:ers of the LZ, but the
must stop. - The ARVN set limits for firing, The friendlies move out
fagt, and give no positions, so gunners cannot lafely fire.

-0

LTC KIRK LIGHTER

After an LZ has been prepared with air and A.RA an M-60 ia not
much good. I don't like secured LZ's. I'd rather go into an unoccupied !
LZ. When the ARVN secure an LZ we get fire from the LZ. The
23mm, 37mam and 12. 7mm antiaircraft weapons can a.ll reach out
further than the ARVN can secure,
moving 80 th.ey can fire at the aircraft.

r

MAJ KLOS E:

We have & very pragmatic approach. Anything that we do that is
unpredictable is good, for it throws the NVA off, Deception is
important; any variation makes for a safer LZ,

GEN BERRY:

b

On the evening of the 5th we tried to'get Gen Lam to go for a low .
ground LZ, but he insisted on going to the highest possible ground. '
The actual LZ was not, however, on the highest ground. Actually the
AMC picks the LZ when he works the area. The AMC can pick the bes
spot. One thing we could do is brief the ARVN division comthander on
our fihdihgs, This might build his confidence and understanding,
possibly the Ground Commanders would accept our recommendations,"’




at the extensive radio briefing in the mormng.
does not meet with the AMC and the Ground Commander

LTC KIRKLIGHTER:

He is very flexible.
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@ L | - . SECTION VI
: COMBAT ASSAULT "

LZ HOPE -

"6 MARCH 1971 ©

‘A. (C) GENERAL

1. CONCEPT
17 HOPE was to be the final objective in the western drive intos,
Laos. The assault of HOPE in the Tchepone-area was the result of the?'f*
progression of moves along the escarpment from LOLO to LIZ to SOPH
IA; then across the Xe Pon River and the final objec_l'.tive, LZ HOPE. -

2, MISSION -

- . ' w
» ¥

The plad called for two battalions to air assault into HOPE with
one Lattalion in reserve should it be needed to lend support to the thrust
Wide reconnaissance by the air cavalry squadron and dispersion during
airptrikes were planned ta deceive the enemy as to the 2ctual location
of the LZ. It was decided that there would be no cther air move attempt:
ed in the LAMSON 719 area of operations during the HOPE air agsault.
Thig would release all assets to support this last vital cbjective _a'hc;nlt_i
they be required. It was planned to use 120 UH-1H aircraft to move troopj
to LZ HOPE. The aircraft were first to move one battalion, and then 5k
the other without a break in the insertion, o B

3. JEATHER
The weather on 6 March was the best encountered during the - .7

entire thrust along the escarpment. Relatively little ground fog that -
merning enabled the cavdlry to conduct early morning reconnajssance i3
of the area by 0830 hours. Clear skies and excellent visibility existed “i: 8
most of the day. The weather did not dictate any tactical considerations
The operation got off to an early start.and was completed in excellent $

time during favorable weather conditions.

.
" -
-

B. (C) EXECUTION . ‘ e

y
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A ENEMY SITUATION 7 B0

]

of 12. 7mm) in the Tchepone area near LZ HOPE.
of 82mm mortars were algo reported in the area.

aircraft coverage of airways was provided by larger caliber weapoﬁ's‘"‘;,_;%
indications of radar

.iin the surrounding area.: There had been previous

The enomy fre in the LZ HOPE area (XD_,Z,’;347) was character=
ised by 12. 7mm machine gun fire with small arms, 23mm and 37mm.
. antiajrcraft fire was also reported. Reports ‘indicated that there wer
‘elements of the 16th Antialrcraft Battalion, Binh Tram 32, the 69th
Engineer Battalion (4 guns), and the 94th Engineer Battalion (platoea ;
A great nuamber . -

The 12. 7mm machine
guns were strategically placed to cover suspected landing zonea.'_-q,A‘.ﬁgfi%

equipped antiaircraft positions in the Tchepone area.

3. COMMAND AND CONTROL

The chain of command for the ground troops which assaulted
HOPE was from I Corps to the 1st ARVN Infantry Division to the 2d ~ ~
Regiment. The 3d Battalion, 2d Regiment, 1st ARVN Infantry Division
was inserted first, followed by the 2d Bn, 24d Regt, 1st ARVN Inf Div.
The cormmanding officer of the 2d Regt was the Ground Commander: for
combat agsault of these battalions. Because of distance and hedvy eh=2g
emy concentrations in the area, the inscrtion of'these two battalions T
quired the use of over 120 UH-1H aircraft to assault both battalions
gmultaneously. These aircraft were broken down into two flights
of 60 UH-1H aircraft. The AMC for both flights was the CO, 223d
CAB. The AMC coordinated reconnaissance and airstrikes in fﬂze LZ
area, The CO, 158th Avn Bn was to control the insertion of the sec
ond fiight. Each of the abave aviation battalions had an alternate
C&C aircraft to replace the primary C&C when necegasary.

The Ground Coramander (CO, 2d Regt. 1st ARVN Inf Div) was in"
the AMC's ajrcraft directing the assault. Members of the regimental
staff were present in the other three C&C aircraft. There were four,
C&C mircraft, any one of whichk could have assumed complete control
of the operation at any Lime. Each aviation company sized element
wag further under the control of the company commander who led -

the flight.

.
.

The aircraft at the PZ were under the control
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at the PZ.

which orbited the PZ “The only proble nec untered at the PZ was -~
when two companies of aircraft did not arrive at the PZ in time for the
planned sequence in the first lift of 60 sorties.: These aircraft headed ~
for Quang Tl when Khe Sanh received a rocket attack " They were . -
placed at the end of the second 60 aortie nlght ‘when they fina.'lly arrived

The recovery of downed a.:lrcra.& cCrews was controlled by t.he CO.
1015t Avn Bn from his C&C aircraft, Four recovery aircralt were’
assigned sectors of the flight route; and one standby recovery a.i.rcra.fl:
stationed at Khe Sanh. ‘As aircraft were forced down, the closest of
the four recovery aircraft would proceed to the location for the pickup
The C&C and the recovery aircraft were to monitor the flights' pri-. -
mary frequencies for notification of the downed aircraft, . -

The ADC (D), 101st Abn Div (Ambl) was thc lenior commander ln
the air over the L.Z observing the assault. As senior comm.nder, he.
could make a "go'" '"no go'" decision. Having such a commander avail-
able during the assauit relieves the AMC and the cavalry commande
of the burden of ma’ ing that decision. This allowed cach aof them to ™%
concentrate on his particular responsibilities. This third person: (l:.h' ¥
genior commander) was also in a better position to make an objecti e,
decision since he was relatively detached from any one phase of t.'n.e
operatlon and could evaluate the situa.tion from all aspects. '

K

3. RECONNAISSANCE | ‘ -

A and C Troops, 2d Squadron, 17th Cavalry received the mis
of visual reconnajssance and selection of an LZ in direct s:pport of an:y
airmobile assault of LZ HOPE, Each troop's reconnaissance teams =¥
consisted of two AH-1G attack‘hehcopters and one UH-1H, command ¥#
and contral helicopter for coordinating the reconnaissance effort. The
troop commanders clected once again not to use the OH-6A light obe'
servation helicopter because of the high density of antiaircrait activity
known to be in the ‘area. The troop-commanders relieved their recon
naissance teams on station to provide continuous support. A Troop -

recommended to the Air Mission Commander thaf the ingertion go in!
the vicinity of XD 3437, The LZ was large enough to contain three s

and was cleared enough for the aircraft to touch down. Enemy activi




appeared to be three days old and A- Troap:ha&not received enemy ﬁre
during their visual reconnaissance; however. C Troop had received -

12. 7Tmm fire -on the high ground to the north.’ A Troop's vzsua.l recon-
naissance revealed a large supply depot and motor pool to. the .east in
the vicinity of XD 3546, A Troop recommended an approach ! route from-
the east down the escarpment to LZ SOPHIA then north into the LZ, w1th
departure back out the same way. A smoke screen was recommended e
to the west in the vicinity of XD 3447. The Air Mission Commander con %
curred with A Troop's recommendation, A Troop directed a.u-stnkes m:.‘ :
preparing the LZ and routes. The smoke screen coordinates were rnark', ;
with smoke and passed to the FAC on station. A Troop directed the FAC%
to shift the airstrikes back on the high ground to the north of the LZ, *“‘*
C Troop directed the airstrikes then screened to the north and west. A
Troop received control of three sections of ARA to coordinate and prov:ldet*'*
adequate security during the insertion. Three sections of ARA were
placed in a CAP over the LZ, A Troop provided security to the south
below the UH-1H aircraft on the approach route. An aircraft in the first
lift received fire on the approach route just north cof the escarpment. -
A Troop located the target and suppressed the fire.  Two sections of
ARA were employed and no f{ire wae received during the rest of the ‘
insertion. . : o e ]

- - . vl

4. STAGING : . G

The alrcraft assigned to conduct the assault on LZ HOPE on .
6 March 1971 were staged at three different locations. Of the 175 a.ir-
craft involved (not including the Cav and ARA) all but 20 were staged =
at two locations at the Khe Sanh combat base: the Lagger Pad and the .
airstrip. The remaining 20 aircraft were staged at PZ OSCAR (XD
856387).

7 The :ircraft repo"rted to the assigned staging area in company"f:f
at staggered intervals between 0800 and 0915 hours, 6 March 1971, Al-
though assembling this many aircraft invites enemy bombardment, it :
was felt that the importance of a complete briefing outweighed the risk.
The scheduled start time of 1130 hours was advanced fifteen minutes
when Khe Sanh started receiving indirect enemy fire at 1115 hours.. Alk:
aircraft departed the Khe Sanh area in an orderly manner without - i
sustaining damage from incoming rounds, Individual flights mamtaine“
unit integrity as some proceeded. directly to the PZ and others re-
fueled at Vandergrift or orbited in the Khe- ‘Sanh area until d1rected to pe
the PZ by the PZ C&C element. . T
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"The PZ used for the assault on LZ OPE vae OSCAR pa,d (XD _
856387). The aircraft of the first flight arrived at the PZ at 1130 X
hours. A C&C aircraft from the 223d CAB was used to control: the
PZ. The Brst 20 aircraft were loaded from their parked positlona. :
. Subsequent pickups were a.ccomphshed by simultaneously loadlng two
aircraft in the PZ,

The ﬂrst 40 sorties were picked up without inc1dent Tlle '

sorties of the first flight were not in position to make the pu:kup in -
proper sequence, The second flight of 60 aircraft were immediately
cycled through the PZ. The last 20 ajrcraft from the first ight were
then brought into the PZ, The pxckup was completed at 1230 hours..; R

ARVN and US Pathfinders. The advisor staff of the 2d Regt acted ag "~ 3
liaison between the US Pathfinders, the ARVN Pathfmders. and the A'RVN -
battalions. : .

6. FIRE SUPPORT

. The planned preparation of LZ HOPE consisted entirely of.
Commando Vaults, 'ARC LIGHTS, and tactica.l airstrikes. - ARVN

Group located along the Laos~Vietnam border.

On 5 March, seven ARC LIGHTS were employed north of the Xe
Pon River, supporting the planned assault into HOPE on 6 March. These
ARC LIGHTS were employed at grids XD 315442, XD 374437, XD 35450 '
XD 345450, XD 315470, and XD 325470, Six ARC LIGHTS were :
employed south of the Xe Pon River near LZ SOPHIA, supporting the
‘planned flight route into the HOPE area in addition to supporting LZ.. "%
SOPHIA. On 6 March from 0135 to 0850 hours, five ARC LIGHTS wer
employed in the vicinity of LZ HOPE, and along the_flight route leading
from LZ SOPHIA to LZ HOPE. These ARC LIGETS were employed at’
grids XD 345400, and XD 345440. Two Commando Vaults were employet
at 0817 hours and 0910 hours, 6 March at grids XD 342482 and N
XD 344461 respectively.




From 0800 to 1136 hours 6 Mar

craft were employed in preparation of the

specific targets to the FAC. Six of the 16 mis'

employed between 0800 and 0920 houre. “The remaimng“ ten mis uonc
- erizploy " d crdnance consisting of 500-pound bombs;" lOOO-pound bomba.
200-pound bombs, Cluster Bomb Units (CBU), napalm, and ZOmm B.r
in the vicinity of the LZ. During the preparation of LZ HOPE;" LZ yic
TORY -vaa prepared with five sets of tactical air, LZ VICTOR‘Y ter
as a possible secondary LZ, and also. deceived the enemy as to the
actual location of the i.n.sertion. S e '_

At the critical time of ingertion (1206), emoke ha.d not been employ
on the LZ by the FAC as planned. The smoke later was employed at-
1216 hours and was effecve. From 1216 to 1450 hours 20 additional :
missions consisting of 45 aircraft were: employed on enemy positions :
in the vicinity of the LZ, ~ GG

For the combat assault into LZ HOPE, ARA provided two eection
on station for continuous CAP of the LZ area. As on the insertion .’mto
SOPHIA, the distance of the LZ from the nearest refuel and Tearm,
area required the use of four sections to sustain the continuous CAPR,
ARA D.ew a total of 14 hours covering thé inasertion. - NG

The only request for ARA fires during the msertion was by the Cay
tearn on station. Some enemy trucks had been detected in the vicinity
of the landing zone and the ARA expended on these targets just pr:or
receiving end of mission.

7. PICKUP ZONE TO LANDING ZONE

The flight route to LZ HOPE wag from the PZ, to HOTEL, to
DELTA, BROWN, LOLO, L1Z, to SOPHIA, which was the RP, This
flight route enabled the flight to overfly the friendly firebases which
could be used a3 secure precautionary and forced landing zones. Th
flight was to depart the RP on a 350 degree heading in a steep descen
from the enroute altitude of 5500 feet, The enroute altitude was .=
changed for the second 60 sorties, the 158th Ava Bn flight. This fight
maintained 5500 feet until passing LOLO at which time they initiated
a descent to reach an altitude of 3500 feet at SOPHIA. The deacent £
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| 5500 feet af SOPHIA was felt to bs unn

UH~1C gunships provided coverage of the valley floor south of the LZ;

Two aircraft were hit by enemy fire while enroute to the LZ. Both:
aircraft were hit as they descended over the eacarpr.hént”b@_;weenw_;hg,";_;_' -
RP and the LZ. Tt wasimpossible to put suppresaive fires on the enemy”
positions because of the close proximity of friendly troops on the valley
floor. For this reason the flight route was swung further to the west ..
both to avoid known enemy positions and to allow for suppressive fire

on the escarpment if needed, ' -

Enroute gun cover was provided by armed escort a‘i“:.;c'ra!t‘ ag§ they
flew the flight route to and from the rearm/refuel which was located -
at Khe Sanl N DU e

ajrcraft touched down at 1200 hours, 6 March 197) with elements of ..
the 3d Bn, 2d Regt, 1st ARVN Inf Div. The 2d Bn, 2d Regt, lst ARVN
Inf Div was inserted into the LZ upon completion of the insertion of the %
3d Bn, - 2d Regt. : BRI

Fire gupport at the LZ was provided by helicopter gunships and 5
TAC air. Although tube artillery was located within range (LZ LOLO),
it was not employed. Gunships were employed as follows: ARA pros
vided 2 CAP over the LZ; an air cav troop screened the area north of -
the LZ; another air cav troop screened to the west and south of the LZ

and escort gunships (AH-1G) provided coverage for lift aircraft in the'
final approach path, TAC air provided a smoke screen north of the LZ
and placed airstrikes on targets which were identified by the Cav. The -
only major problem with the fire support provided for the assault on LZ
HOPE wag that the smoke screen was late. Smoke was not dropped unti
ten minutes after the first lift aircraft touched down in the LZ, -

]

The aircraft departed the LZ on a heading of 200 degrees and cllmbe v

to a return altitude of 6500 feet. This combat assault was comp 1etédi71t’- ,
1343 hours. . } IR

*




C. (C) SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS .

1. AIRCRAFT DAMAGE™ ~

The assault on LZ HOPE used a total of 185 aircraft.” Only ten
aircr-ft were hit, one of which was forced to land at the LZ and wasiiiy
later destroyed. The other nine aircraft flew to secure locationg in
South Vietnam. Of the ten aircraft hit, eight were determined to be
non-flyable. Nine of the aircraft were hit between 3000 fecet and 80 knotsy
approaching the LZ and 500 feet and 70 knots taking off from the LZ;:’
One UH-1C gunship was hit at 3000 feet and 80 knots while attacking a
target. Nine aircraft were hit by small arms; the one aircraft that was
forced t., land was hit by an unknown type of fire. IR

The 185 aircraft (134 UH-1H, 12 UH-1C, 39 AH-1G) flew a total .
of 373 hours, and atotal of 686 sorties. o SRR

2. CASUALTIES

Only three minor personnel injuries were‘incurred du;'iﬁ'gr-éhe
zsoault. _ _ R T

3. DOWNED AIRCRAFT RECOVERY

The UH-1H which was forced to land on the 1LZ was not recove§
This ajrcraft was destroyed as not recoverable because of the faste "
moving character of the tactical situation. : -
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‘GEN BERRY:

L T VI W S

1 would like to summarize some comments made by Gen Lam prior
to the combat assault on LZ HOPE. At his 1730 brxefmg on the 5th
of March, Gen Lam stated "This is the principal object of the Repubhc
of South Vletnam' that is, the landing of Vietnamese troops in the '
Tchepone area'. He reaffirmed that the landing would be made a matter
of highest priority, no matter what size unit would be placed on the ‘
ground. He made reference to the success of the combat assaults
which had preceded this attempt. The atmosphere was not as tense as
it was on the 2nd and 3rd of March prior to the landing at LZ LOLO,. |
LZ LIZ on the 4th and SOPHIA on the 5th. Two bns ware to land in 'r.hc
LZ HOPE area. The 3rd battalion would be available on call. Gen
Lam placed emphasis on reconnaissance by the air cavalry, use o( the'
United States Air Force, and deception of the enemy in regard to the
location of the actual LLZ. We discussed with Gen Lam some of the det'
of th2 landing ilself. With 120 lift ships being used, our aviation s
would not be able to conduct any other operations in the LAMSON 719
area until the completion of the combat assault on LZ HOPE., At Gen
Lam's 0815 briefing on the morning of 6 March, the day of the ‘
combat assault on LZ HOPE, final details were discussed. 1 pointed
out to Gen Lam that time and fuel factors involved were important. ‘
We could expect that the troop lift would have about 30 minutes in the
objective area, ! made this point to emphasize to Gen Lam that
once the decision was made to conduct the combat assault, we had.to"
go forward or lose the time taken to return to a refueling area,
We presented to Gen Lam the full-details of the combat assault, .
discussing the employment of FAC'B, Air Cav, and preparatory fire.“ )

mination that the 0perat10n would be a success, There would be extre
heavy enemy antiaircraft fire and this would be a difficult combat -
assault, but I believed it would succeed. .




MAJ KLOSE:

The assault of a 57 kilometer one-way distance of two battalions
from KILO to HOPE was to-be conducted maintaining the tactical - i’
integrity of the two battalions with 120 1ift ships.  The battaliong" :-- ' =
were to go in consecutively, one behind th: other, with mininiufxn_dclay.. :

COL. DAVIS: 1

Because of the distance and heavy antiaircraft concentrations in .
the area, -ne planning factor was the assemblage of enough aircraf_t_“i:q
move both battalions in simultaneous lifts. . The breakdewn of C&C assign
ments of aircraft is as follows: CO of the 223d was given the -

respongibility of being the AMC for the insertion of the 3d _flnd‘an" -

battalions. In addition, he was given the responsibility of coordination -
of recon and airstrikes in the landing area. The second fight of T
60 aircraft was to put in the 2nd Battalion under the CO of the

158th Battalion. The critical factor was that the 2nd Battalion
wag to start on order, not ot a predesignated time, The start time was |
to be determined by the AMC after the results of the Cav recon in the
area had been evaluated. The 2nd Battalion was to launch on order.’ “Thi
point we are getting at is that until we ascertained the situation in the - >
objective area, the second flight of 60 aircraft was-not to be launched. ¥
We could not have that many aircraft orbiting, waiting for the decision to
insert. 1f this would have occurred, ‘we would have had to cycle 175 air-
craft back to POL, which would have caused a two hour delay. The 223d:
had two C&C, 63 lift, three of which were to be employed as chase air-._
craft, and 18 gunships. The 158th Bn had two C&C, 62 lift, two of whic
were to be chase aircraft, and 14 gunships. The total number of ships :
employed was 175, not including the Cav and ARA. One additional C & G
factor: the CO of the 1015t was given the responsibility of recovering "
downed aircraft and crews., He was to monitor the AMC's control net,-.a
control the recovery of downed aircraft and crews, The procedure had-
been employed in the past, but becausc of the size of the mission, it was
placed under the control of a battalion commander. The aircraft were e
to be agsembled at Khe Sanh except for the 2 liit companies of the
2234 who would be assembled at PZ OSCAR. An important copgideratioa
here is that aircraft were massed at a forward staging area, a high risk
operation, This was reco gnized at the time it was done. However, se:
eral of the companies (the 282d and the 116th) had been brought into ¥ '
the operation the day before. The actual _b'rief'mé and Coordination © - ¥
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required prior to the launching of an airmobile dasault of this scale

requires,a detailed briefing of all air crews,* decision to ‘assemlﬂ; .

the aircraft at Khe Sanh prior to the combat assault was_ dictated by the.
need of every aircraft commander and flight lead to receive a dctailed - -
briefing. Ideally, ina lift of this magnitude, the aircraft Wwould arrive -
at the PZ at a prearranged time from widely separated lagger éreas.:

For a lift of this size, detailed briefings should be conducted at S

least 24 hours before. This is not a rigid time factor; but, in an v
operation of this size with the number of unijts not familiar with the

_area and having only a limited knowledge of the ‘ar::a of operation, th
briefing then becomes a very important factor. - I

MAJ CLARK:

The Cav started reconnaissance of the area about five days - .-
prior to 6 March. Our mission at the time '-as just general recon to
try to locate and destroy antiaircraft weapons and pick out . '
possible LZ areas that would make good LZ's for future 0perati0ns.-"":-
When we got into the Tchepone area, the antiaircraft was very heavy. '
We received 12.7, 14.5, and 37mm antiaircraft fire. You couldn't
get into the area wihout getting shot at from altitudes of 2000-7000
feet. We started beating down the antiaircraft fire by using PR
gunships, ARA, and airstrikes on every target we could _ldcate, and
systematically hitting targets of opportunity where ‘antiaircraft
could be located. There was always at least one troop in the -

Tchepone area. Ultimately on the 6th, we put three troops working

in the area. On 6 March, 2 troops were on station at 0830. A Troop
worked Route 9 to about two kilometers north of Route 9 and C Troop
worked the high ground about 5 kilometers north. Both had the mission

of selecting LZ's and employing airstrikes and marking antiaircraft wea
pons. In the northern part of the AQ, we found 12.7's. This was the -
only weapon we could pick'up at the time. C Troop employed airstrikes
on this weapon. In the southern part near Route 9 we took no fire

at all. We had people working the low ‘ground looking for secondary LZ's}
which appeared to be made by Commando Vaults or Daisy Cutters, Wd- '
conducted a VR completely around the area in a 3 kilometer radius and?
took no fire. We located a motor complex with many.55-gallon drums, ::
POL, 7 vehicles, tires, and several large cache pits. This -was

passed to the AMC. Airstrikes were continually employed -in the

north and then in the south at that time since we did not take any fir

.
. - .
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into the secondary LZ in cage . that one' 1.-0uld be used' .My recommendatmr
to the AMC was that the southern LZ be used for the: 1ift, Although we
had located 7 antiaircraft weapons in the northern LZ and deet 'oyed them‘_,‘

.

GEN BERRY

Going back to the untml pa.ttern gwen by Gen Larn, he wa.nted
the LZ to be on the high ground. On the morning of 6 March I had -

" reservations about employing the high ground LZ. 1 hoped the AMC.

and Graind Commander would go along with the recom.mendation of the
Cav commander and use the low ground LZ S e

oot

MAJ CLARK:

POL area and cache sites that were discovered, Also, we had not
received any ground fire in that area. We also picked up five” new
5-ton trucks in storage areas south of Route 9. - The AMC and Gr
Commander did concur with the Cav Commander and selected the 1
ground, Based on that selection, we started employing airstrikes’ om=
pletely around the LZ, to the north and south, to prepare departure:
routes., At that time ] also recommended to the AMC that we have a,p

37mm and 12, 7mm were still present. This would block the approach
routes into the LZ, ‘

MAJ KLOSE:

r

We had three possible LZ's on the itinerary before we got ouf "
there.

high ground and the northernmost LZ _
which Chung wanted as a fallback position. At aboit this time, at the
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GEN BERRY'M

Gen Lam'u stated preIerence on the 5th was !or‘the high ground
LZ, On 5 March it was reported that tanks were in the’ Tcheponc

-area. That factor led Gen Lam to'shy away from the low ground LZ.:

1 believe he visualized the low ground LZ as being quite open to tank
operations. The fact is that the low ground was quite heavily:: -
vegetated and I believe it would have conslde ra.bly interfered w1th S
tank operations. o o R

COL DAVIS;

Again, the LZ selected was a comprormse whu:h was ' defendable’ fro
the armor threat, The LZ we actually went into was not the VICTORY
area we discussed, but rather an area on the ground which was defuntely
low ground near the river. - : : : ' e

GEN BERRY:

The actual landing zone was on the lower southern slopes of ..
the high ground we have been discussing. It was not the lowest grou nd
in the area. | : T ol

COL DAVIS: -

e

1 would like to switch now to after the 2000 hour brie!ing. which -‘
we had here on the night of the 5th. We turned the planning ses sxon
overto the 223d Bn Commander,

MAJ KLOSE:

All flight leads were here. We covered radio frequencies, ro'\.xlteAl
of flight, the recommended altitudes, and the concept and employ-ment
of the gune. At my briehng, everyone got that. The 158th then
1dent1ca.l flight route that we would follow

COL DAVIS:

It was a normal preoperational briefing.

.-
-




It ehowed up that day. We had new pe’oplﬁé tﬁé&&O that came up
specifically to support this operation._'_‘It__r?{aa’;gg' sential that each =
aircraft commander underatand what was going on.. No one should ever ' .-~
arrive accidentally in any part of the area of operations.. R

-

COL DAVIS:

All the company commanders 1 believe were here that night. I will:
teatify for the six companies of the 101st Group. - These flights 7
would be led by the company commander, and I believe it was the same .
for the 223d and the 14th Bn, We didin fact have the company com=.
manders leading. It goes without saying that every time you do somethin
big, it is not the time for the company commander to be in the rear. -

MAJ KLlOSE: . . , T : w-

The flight altitude was 5500. The route of flight was KILO to HOTEL:
direct to DELTA 1, BROWN, LOLO, LIZ, SOPHIA, departing SOPHIA oni
a heading of 350 with a rapid descent. After the first flight left B
DELTA, we recommended 33500 feet at SOPHIA, staTt letdown at LOLO &4
and make the turn at 3500 feet in a relatively short distance, appr‘oqq
auto-rotation velocity. The return route was the same way. You were': ¥
climbing out of SOPHIA all the way to 5500 feet. For an operation of’
this size, we really haven't said much about the organization of the” . _
PZ. There were two control elements in the PZ. The internal control
was provided by the 2nd Battalion and their pathfinders. We had the
HEADHUNTER pathfinders in combination with the combined 101st and”
223d pathfinder teams. They organized the first 20 loads. These troops:
then moved to their parked aircraft. The 21 through 120 sorties came &
from two positions on the top of the hill at OSCAR. They loaded from thé;
north and the south, so they could handle two aircraft in the PZ at the =
game time. The third control element was the advisor staff of the 2d ¥
Regiment. They made the liaison between the American pathfinders;
the ARVN pathfinders, and the ARVN battalions. It worked very well
Also, we had a G&C ship over the PZ. It worked .fine through the first
40 loads. We had two companies which did not get to the PZ, They .
headed for Quang Tri when Khe Sanh received the rocket atta@k and

they became the 101-120 arties.

R
b




MAJ CLARK:

1 think one other thing that may have helped wag that | sent one
_Cav troop north of the LZ on the high ground, < I'put the: secondy .-
Cav troop south of the LZ underneath the approach route s.-Ag the
glicks were descending, 1 had gunships from the Cav VR around the -
approach routes. Any targets we could pick up, we would hit with ARA
or other guns. I think this helped suppress any fire that may have been
taken along the appr -ach routes. et o . U

MAJ KLOSE:

If we were to do this again, I would recommend the pooling of |
guns instead of having them split up among batta.l_ions". We could have -
handed them off to the Cav troops in the objective area, There should .
be one aircraft who does nothing but keep up with all guns, He should
know who is rearming and refueling, who is enroute, and who is replac=
ing whom. This way we could have continuous coverage. We planned-"v
jnitially for 45 minutes on station for Cobras (AH-1G's) and 40 . St
minutes for C arlie guns (UH-1C's). Ilf we would have pooled cur a'.s}aiet
and planned for about 30 minutes for Cobras and 20 minutes for Charli
guns, we would have had enough guns within the objective area to co em
both battalions. The Charlie guns had a corridor from SOPHIA to ‘l'.he\a i
LZ. There was a Gobra CAP around the LZ under the command of.the C
troop. In addition, the Charlie guns ~were under the Cav troop. They:
had to keep changing frequencies. We golved this problem because
there were only two Victor (VHF) frequencies available for Charlie guns
Charlie guns now came up on the FM frequency of the Cav. It is an
additional burden on the FM, but you can talk to everybody you want to
without having to change frequencies. It is always a problem because .
of the limited communications of the Charlie guns.

MAJ MILLS:

The two ARA guns in the CAPR worked with the Cav troop on the
gouth, monitoring DRAGON's UHF. We were on VHF with the Cav and,
we gwitched several times on the FM from DRAGON to the troops on thei
ground. : ’ e ¥

..
h

MAJ KLOSE:

From a C&C aspect, we had four des.ignatcd C&C-‘.-'s.




commander with the CO of the 223d-was the Srimary Ci
Because of the distance and the limited time on gtation, an _
alternate C&C for the 223d with a member of. the regimental staff

was used for their 1ift. The CO of the 158th as the AMC for the -. ",
gecond lift aleo had an alternate C&C aircraft. In addition we had
the C&C or the AMC for the downed ajrcraft recovery, and a C&C'
to control ¢ ‘crations at the PZ. ' T T

MAJ CLARK:

" With each Cav troop we had two C&C's. One remained on station
so we always had a C&C there. As it worked out, the one in the north -
took charge of putting airstrikes north of the LZ and the one in
the south was calling in ARA, They had about one hour on station..

We would leave a little early so that we had no lost time out there.:

The squadron commander was overhead so he could take control any time

MAJ KLOSE: | S I

It would be nice to have an . eight wrack tape recorder in the *
C&C aircralt. It could pick up the TM, VHF, and intercom trafﬁc;' .
on all tracke. It should be cartridge typc with 2 hour 30 minute .3 %,
capability, which would coincide with refueling capibilities. You could’
change the cassettes when you refueled. Then when we came back to,
reconstruct, we have everything that'occurred recorded. The tapék :
can be eraged if nothing of a critical nature happened. But if it did,
we would know exactly who talked to whom and when. We would have it
reco ded in all C&C aircrait. It would be a small addition when we finally}
.gtandardize the C&C console to have one of these casscttes in it. We - 2
should have one in the Cav C&C's, and perhaps in all recon and :
surveillance aircraft as well ag all airmobile CuC's. o

v

COL DAVIS:

It would aid in debriefing all ._;'eCON and surveillance pilots -
also. It would 2id anybody who wanted to reconstruct what happened, -
. _ E

v

GEN BERRY:

.- -

I think it is important to record in any airmobile operation, -~

—




This ia p‘articularly.utru'e_ of a combine operatic “a__lit;__i: asLAMSON?l9
In the air over the LZ there must be'a seni cor’ri_n‘_i&ndei" who 18 -

. A

empowered with the "go" or "no-go" decision:l)This commander should

be someone separate from the AMC and thé:_diregﬁg GfOlind‘-EO!nmanC!g;r,and;
the Cav commander, These comranders are involved in the operation i+
and the details of what is happening. They probably lack the detachment -
and the relative objectivity to see all aspects of the operation and- -0 T

ol

hence are not in the best position to make the 'go" or.”'no-go™ decision, o

MAJ KLOSE:

The smoke was put in at about the right altitude and was very effectiv_(
There were two smoke sorties east to west just north of the LZ = %
and they were put in at the right altitude. o '

GEN BERRY:

'

The smoke was late. It was absent at the critical touchdown time.
This was a result of two factors, The first wasg the rocket attack . =
on the staging area at Khe Sanh 15 minutes prior to start time.
Because of this, the troop lift aircraft were launchad earlier than . .of
had been planned. This led perhaps to the AMC giving too short notice
to the FAC that the ships were about to touch down. Secondly,. accord
to the FAC, the fighters were engaged in refueling. This led to R
a delay in begihning their smoke run.. Whatever the case, once again:
for the second day in a row, at the most critical time of the combat ™’
agsault, that is the actual beginning of the touchdown at the LZ, there
was not a smoke screen laid by Air Force aircraft., The first touchdown
wasg at 1206 hours and the smoke actually began at 1216 hours, ten g
minutes after the touchdown. Once the smoke began, it was quite ef-:
fective, but again those ten minutes of combat assault, minus the smok
gcreen, could have been very critical to this operation. o

MAJ KLOSE:

If combat agsaults are going to get the priority of air in the fl;tuf"e';?t
I think that it would be worthwhile that the Air Forcg know there .
is going to be a combat assault so they can preposition a tanker '

for whatever fuel they need. I cannot estimate the number of times

we couldn't put in an airstrike because their play time had run out,

We are getting less than the optimum benefit from the airstrikes :
because we are in a position where we have to use them because of "
this time factor. ‘

C Qi
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GEN BERRY:

I do think that we ourselves are responsible I ome of the lack o
of smoothness in our support from the Air ForceisI think we assume too s
many things. We have to brief Air Force'representatives and give . . -
them as much advance warning as possible. 1 think we assume a’strike

will be on station when we want it, We should provide the Air Force

with as much information as possible and as soon as possible. -

B

COL DAVIS:

Since the operation has started, we have icquiredé Tactical Air [’
Control Party for the Cav. In addition to this, 1-feel in an operation

of this scope, even if it was just the 101st, consideration should be - .- I
given to having an ALO with the Aviation Group. - ,

GEN BERRY:

In November or early December of 1970, the 101st Abn Div (Ambl)
requested that a TACP be assigned to the 2/17 Cav. The reque st was .
made then because of the independent operations of the 2/17 in the
Division recon role in the A Shau Valley and the Khe Sanh area. uss
XXIV Corpe recommended approval. At the beginning of planning in
7 auary for LAMSON 719, the 101st recommended on several occasions
tnrough XX1IV Corps, that a full TACP be assigned to advance head=
quarters at Khe Sanh. The Air Force approved this but stated a shortag,
of radio equipment and personnel. I was unable to understand why the !
Air Force was unable to supply us with a TACP for an operation of -
this scale and importance. One of the abiding lessons of this operation}
is that we have to recognize the intimate relationship of the Army and
Air Force in the airmobile operation. However, the Army aviation k
assets and the ground assets did oot have the direct support of the - -
TACP. We are not realizing the maximum effectiveness of tactical o
air in this airmobile operation. U

e -

LT GLARK, ASST G-2, 101ST AEN DIV (AMBL): |

When the 2d Regiment got on the gr ound, they found 453"1‘1VA,_."A :
bodies, two 37mm antiaircralt guns, and fifteen 12. 7mm machinegl;n_; ;
This shows that the extensive preps by ARC LIGHTS, airgtrikes, apd=




: u.ndoubtedly one of the reasons why the op ra.tion succeeded There were“

gunshipa were effective. T e .
the location of the LZ and was des

“at least three battalions of enemy in the area. If they had notd been

‘succeeded. They would have been. able to knock the axrcraft out o!' the
air quite easily. It took a tremendous number of airstrikes to get a: .
successful operation on the ground, Unlcsa 1 am deceived, eléements of.
the 2nd Regiment went through the area very quick.ly and the bomb o3

airstrikes and Cav action from a.irstnkes and as much as a week pnor
to the actual landing. However, it appears that. most of it wag.a ..
result of action 24 hours prior to the landing.- ‘The actual size of the-

enemy force in the area in my eatxma.tzon was at least two battahons, :
both of which had a.ntxaircraft weapona. o T LA

COL DAVIS:

Let's turn to crew and aircraft recovery.

LTC PEACHEY: CO, 158th A‘HB

1 bnefed my pilota to have 30 seconds between a1rcraft Xfa -
helicopter went down, the one right behind him would circle his location
The others would continue on until we could get the recovery aircraft:
to identify the downed helicopter and its location. I really felt
that this was the only way we were going to find downed aircraft in th'
20-foot grass. On the route out, I elected to keep all of my peuple =
over the high ground to the south. My people were to go in at 5500 feet‘
to SOPHIA, turn to a heading of 340 directly into the LZ and back out”
on the same route climbing to 6500 feet. We came back 1000 higher t
we went in. Other than that, my briefing was identical to the one
given by the 223d. My flight leaders and company commanders con=-
trolled their flights on VHF. Everyone turned to UHF, but only the
flight leads, guns, and mysgelf used thc UHF unlegs there was an '
emergency. I used FM to secure transmissions between the flight lead
I briefed thoroughly on everything I knew about the area ag I dlways ha
and always will, I think you have to tell it like it is. Tell thém what"yo :

are going to do and then you do it. You have to train the juniors. They

-
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brief thoroughly on every step,’ yo _
the chain' of command to go on, - even 1!’ akey lu'

I think that the thmg 1 disagree w1th ; :
fiights in there. We drew fire and I could not ‘get :mmediatu esﬁonse
from the guns. I think the guns have got to eacort in, and to pu
in CAP loses their effectiveness. We got three or four ARVN wounded
coming over the river. We finally got some fire in there, but 1 woulld
recommend in the future that each flight commander control hu ow:;
guns. Have them shoot along the flight path. ‘We could not return hre
along the south of the river because there were friendlies down there. .
It is better to have a free fire zone than to plan flight routes over Inend-n '
ly locations. Every time I have flown over friendly troops, going into. |
their LZ, I have taken fire. Whenl could get into a free fire zone a.nd ,
suppress with my escort guns and door gunners, my losses were. not ..
as great,

MA_ KLOSE:

There is just one problem. In areas where you could suppress,
there is a lot of antiaircralt fire, west of ALUOI all the way dowu that
valley. '

LTC PEACHEY.:

.oor

All the way to SOPHIA is a good flight route. We took no f1re."we
were at altitude. ] am speaking of when you turn final into the. Lz, and
I am not criticizing the operation. We have learned, and will continue -
to learn, that flying over friendly locations is inviting disaster. It is a. ‘
much better idea, when you have to let down to a low altitude: from ‘
approach altitude, to be over a [ree fire zone, which you can suppress .
with escort guns and your guns. We should try to get.a route in which -
our final approach, at least a kilometer, is over an area we can suppres

LTC KIRKLIGHTER: -

~

On our final approach, we used a buttonhook. W‘e took a11 our
fire on final approach go we had to eliminate it. We used 170'—270




degree buttonhooks. "

up on final. We learned that early anc
no final appr:ach if posaible: = ="

COL DAVIS:

s

. Most of the things which we h;ire hit on af.-r.e_ variances. There
is no radical change of procedure; only a change of technique. AL

long shallow approach in this environment is not the answer. As to o
whether the friendlies afford the best protection or not in this particular
case, the answer is no. To othets it has been yes. I think you just’,
need a rapid assessment of the situation and then need to plan

accordingly.

MAJ CLARK:

In this case, we did not have a choice to go west, If we went )
west, we would have taken 37mm z-d 23mm fire and got shot down.

GEN BERRY:

I don't under stand how you eliminate a final approach by using
a buttonhook. .

: . -

MAJ KLOSE: - .

.o

We use a 180 degree side approach, just like a 180 degree auto- *_\-
rotation. We don't go into auto-rotation, but it approaches auto- -
rotation velocity. It is the tightest approach you can make.

LTC KIRKLIGHTER:

On the escarpment, \:re had been getting to the west, but the
winds were high and from the east. Not wishing to go west, we went -
in on a long final east, trying to make a fast U~turn. A lot depends
on what the Cav tells us. o

LTC PEACHEY: .

et T

They can tell you-'cxactly what your appro.ach should be. They' tell’?
us whether it should be low level for the last kilometer or if it should;

. I
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be a long dencendmg.approach: . 1
is the only unit that can give you. that
with your firat 18 slicka and find out for yourselt o

GEN BERRY:

It appears we are moving' the Cav out of its old role of fat out .

recon. The question is, have any of you seen the Cav used in-thig role

before in gsuch an important and intimate association with the
combat assault?

LTC PEACHEY:

We have always used the Cav to recon the area. Take for instance .

last summer when we went into the LLZ's around EAGLE'S NEST.

The Cav went out and located the weapons-for us.. In the past, in more
or less static posture, we had difficulties in getting the Cav,, It -

was always employed somewhere else. They can go out and [ind the
enemy. The Cav's normal role is one of recon and security.

COL DAVIS:

The only thing that has been added to it is the fire support and
~oordination aspect. I don't think that it is very [at removed = |
from its role. Having the gunah1ps CAP the LZ probably is a departure

LTC KIRKLIGHTER:

_ Once we commit ourselves to go into the L.Z, we have TAC air, ~
but it is no longer useable in the LZ. The Cav is given a screening’
role, and it doean't do any good for them to just fly back and forth
unless they have weapons to employ. I don't think this is a departure .
from long range recon. Actually any airmobile operation is long - = .|
ra ge. At one time or another, [riendlies get close and it ceases

to be lorg range.

LTC PEACHEY:

-

Their (the Cav's) recon, security and screcning role and~"~ .-
employment of supporting fires is part of their role. We are assigned
respongibility for initial recon of selection of LZ's, approach and-




departure routee,

initiated, the Cav moves-out a.nd gOes‘
roles. Control of all escorting gunshxp”s a.nd
responsibility of the Cav.

P

cCOL DAVIS'

The area in which the Cav is workmg versus the area-of the
eacort gunships, is designated by the AMC in his allocation of air -
space. In final analysis, the AMC is responsible for everyl:hmg that"
goes on in the area,

GEN BERRY:

1 think the clasgic term "recon and security role" covera',;t all,’
The Cav recons and then agsists in securing the LZ and surr undmg.;area

MAJ KL.OSE:

The operation was the best that we have been rnvolved m of all
the airmobile assaults. The Cav was uscd extremely well in the
mission that it was designed for. The final ship was in at. 1343,




The extraction of the 4th Bn, lst Regt, 1st Inf Div was accomplished
on 18 March 1971, along with other elements of the 1st Regt. Plana "
to extract this Bn had been in the making for several days. The unit
was scheduled to withc aw from an area south of FB,LOLO where it:
was conducting search operations for enemy cache sites and inter-:

dicting Route 914, This withdrawal was advanced because it became
impossible to resupply the Bn as a result of intense antiaircraft fire =
and indirect fire directed against the ground troops when resupply air-’
craft approached the friendly positions. The battalion commander re-
quested that the attempte to resupply be aborted. The casualties and
potential casualties from enemy mortar fire were more detrimental

to the unit than not being resupplied.

The 223d CABD was given the mis sion to extract the 4th Bn, lst.
Regt from a field location on 15 March. The battalion had been in_
contact and moving north toward the es ~arpment for several days.. Dnée:
the ba: alioa reached a suitable pickup site the aircraft would begin the;xg
ex!:i'_action. The planned pickup point was to be on the top of the esca
ment on 15 March., Radio contact was sporadic due to the unit's con=
gtant movement and weak radio battéries as a result of not being
resupplied. The battalion's location was unknown on 15 and 16 Mar ‘_
therefore the extraction was not attempted or accomplished. The 1st:
Regt headquarters believed the 4th Battalion was moving east on the.
high ground toward LZ BROWN. Since the battalion's location was not
known as late as 17 March the Deputy Commander, 1st Regt, 1st ARVN
Inf Div personally atternnpted to establish contact. The Deputy Comma
went to the area where the battalion was thought to be located with the
CO, 223d CAB (the AMC for the extraction), The 4th Battalion was.
found high on the cscarpment (XD 448380) late on the afternoon of 17"
March. Both the Deputy Regimental Commander and the 4th Battalion
Commander wanted to extract the battalion at that time. A Troop, 2d
Squadron, 17th Cavalry conducted a low visual rectnnaissance of the .
area and reported that the unit was not near any suitable picRup zone
This coupled with the impending darkness and heavy antiaircraft fire:
in the area cauged the extraction to be postponed until the following da

- - . : P %




The 1st Regimental Commander was informed of the situation and
conferred with the 4th Battalion Cor mander, It was decided that
the battalion would move that night to the northeast to find a auitable
PZ and would attempt to break contact with the NVA element which . .~
‘was pursuing it. - One company decided to move by itself and did so':
. to the north. The AMC was Informed of this decision and returned = |
his flight to its home station, The plannti  of the flight route, '.'_;pprogg}
and depa-ture routes, etc, could not be accomplished the evening of ~
17 March since the PZ had not yet been established, The 4th Battaliont
requested gunships to orbit overhead while the battalion moved north
east. The battalion was surrounded and in contact at this time,

At 2330 hours 17 March the AMC was notified to put three lift
aireraft and two gunships on standby for an emergency resupply of
the 4th Battalion, At 0015 hours 18 March the_ah:éra&' departe ' Don
Ha Combat Base and arrived at KILO pad at 0130 hours for a briefling
by the ARVN and US advisors. The exact location of the 4th Bn was -
unknown at this time. At 0200 hours two UH-1H aircraft and two -

+ UH-IC aircraft departed KILO pad with sling loads of ammunition,’

fznd and "atteriea. This third lift aircraft was not needed, The:aj
craft estahlished contact with the FAC who was c'.un.trolling-tﬁe'ﬁS'_L
gunships (C-130's) that were providing fire support for the battalion
The FAC instructed the aircraft to orbit over HOTEL until visual . .3¥,
ce’ ‘act could be re-established with the 4th battalion, The aircra
were held in orbit so long that it bécame necessary to return to Khe
Sanh to refuel, The aircraft dropped off the sling loads at KI1.0. -
By this time low ceilings and ground fog were present in the border -
area. The lead UH-1H went IFR shortly after departing KILO and ha
to make an {nstrument approach at Khe Sanh. The second UH-1H
. stayed close to the road and was able to climb and orbit at HOTEL,

The helicopter gunships had to return to KILO because of the poor -’
visibility. The resupply was consequently called off in the absence °
helicopter gunships nceded to escort the UH-1H aircraft into the LZ_."‘

N
-

Ot'ier elements of the 1at Regiment extracted on 18 March inclﬁdé

elements of the following units: the 1st Regt CP, an engineer comp
‘the st Inf Bn, an

the r egt recon company, artillery, the 3d Inf Bn,
2d Inf Bn, These elgmenta had been located on and around FB LOLO




TN
[ R

-des roy,’-g'!;e'hq\jritzeﬁ
as made in light of

Qif‘_e;:_t fire a'tta.ck;'_}:-

until the 1st ARV Inf Div Commander decided to
and withdraw from the firebas e; This de '
the fact that resupply was impossible because: of direct fire at
of the FB whenever resupply helicopters appio The‘lant supply
_ snission into the FB was flown on 12 March,. at'which time;the fire .-
base was surrounded by NVA units. The fire base was subsequently ...
completely evacuated, the occupants moving out to-the north, ' The .- ‘
priority for extractions on 18 March was first to pick up the 1st Regt
CP and all collocated ARVN elements, After'this was completed the.
4th Battalion, lst Regiment was to be picked up'ata PZ. The locations
of the PZ's for both of these extractions were not know until radio and*
visual contact were established the day of the extraction. ™

At 0830 hours the AMC picked up the Assiatant Division Commande
1st ARVN Inf Div, and proceeded to the aredi-where the-Regimental .

CP and other elements of the 1st Regiment -gvérc' ldcafed'(iDSIOZE.B,O);"‘
The Assic-ant Division Commander told-the’AMC that the Regimental-"

Commander would be picked up by the first aircraft and taken t‘_o.'DELT 3

1. The AMC requested the ground elements'.{'to;'i;ie smoke to mark“f:é

their location; however smoke was not employed apparently because the'
ground units did not have any smoke ¢apability, - The CP was vis'xiiliy
located by the 2d Squadron, 17th Cavalry team that was screening the
area to the west.of where the flight was orbiting.” The actual location
of the Regimental CP was at 2 good PZ.—__a.t grid XD480381. The-ana‘.'»
team conducted & visual reconnaissance of the'area around the PZ and
drew only light fire. Therefore only minimum preparatory fires wer
placed along the recommende.l flight route and the area around the PZ,
The extractinn commenced at 1100 hours and moved the 1st Regimenta
CP and elements of an engineer company; Regt reconnaisgance COMpAT :
artillery personnel; 3d Inf Bn, lst Regt; st Inf Bn, lst Regt; and 2d .75
Inf Bn, 1st Regt, respectively, to LZ KILO, .The extraction of 796 ==
personnel, 88 of whom were WIA, was completed at 1240 ho_u‘rl'ulin‘f'
an ACL of seven passengers per UH-1H. ' e

The fight received 12. 7mm machire gun and small arms fire fror
the escarpment between the 47 and 49 north-south grid-lines south of
the PZ, However, no aircraft were destroyed pr-shot down, TAC a
was employed on these targets along the escarpment in the-LOLO ar
The Air Force provided one set of fighter-bombers every 15 minute




.mploy-l.ng i;rtié- “ ha"d bombs,” CB Pl blnatio_n-;f 'high:-;_‘dr&a“_g_ ;
bombs and napalm, and a smoke screen wWhich s 12id from eastto =
west, north of the river. The.Cav teams screened north and west of "~

the Xe Por River. The ARA p:pviiiéd'_gjc;’oygra.g.e'_:_’_qii the valley floor. - .. ..

" while escort gunships covered the lift aircraft on approach and departure.
The Cav and ARA each had two teams of Cobras which rotated on "
station to provide ccntinuous :overage.  The escort g :ships also:
rotated on station. I -k

_ Upon completion of the extraction, lghe;.AMC_”réturned to the 1st
ATVN Inf Div headquartors to wait for the 4th Inf Bn to reach a P2,
The battalion had been moving during the morning extraction. At~ .-
1230 hours the AMC was told to pick up the lat Regimental Commander-:
at DELTA 1. The location of the 4th Battalion according to the Regi~ 3

mental Cammmander was grid XD453389. - The unit had no smoke cap-

ability but did display a marking panel, After 3 few minutes of search=
ing the ARA located the marking panal at grid XD453384, 500 meters”
south of the coordinates given to the AMC by the Regimental Commander
The battalion was completely surrounded and in heavy conta ct. The
battalicn commander ani =uoculive officer had beesn killed and a ser~
geant was in command, ARA was instructed to contact the sergeant:snd
fire close supporting fires. He reported that all his men #ere‘:}ﬁn 5
two hundred meters of the pancl marker, ARA wae the only fire supp
employed to the west of the frlendly elements ahd only when cal.].‘_ed_ﬁ_ for:
by the ground unita. Other fire support to the west was not possibless
because the location of the one .ompany that moved north alone (insted
of northeast with the battalion) was unknown, Approximately fifty i
sorties of TAC air were put in to the north, east and south, The Ca
teams screened the areas where TAC air was not working. Much of
fire support was employed prior to the [irst UH-1H aircraft going int
the PZ, ' i

r

When the AMC and Cav felt the area was prepped sufficiently the:
first attempt was made. The first lift aircraft successfully made th
pick-up while taking heavy fire. Hawever, the AH-1G that was esco;
ing the Arst alrcraft took numerous hits and crashed and burned at s
XD453410. The second lift ship was shot down at XD460385 as it wa:
departing the PZ. The aircraft was landed salely but was-hit by an™}
RPG while on the giound. The crew and ARVN passengers were pi 'Y

[
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SECTION XI
- AIRL’ OBILE STUDY GROUP

EXTRACTIONS

s

'APRIL 1971

GEN BERRY:

After we have gone through some of the historical techniques of -
extractions, I want to discuss future techniques of extraction. Do we
really want, in the future, to establish fire bases, and-put artillery and
heavy equipment on fire bases? In the future do we need to depend aolely k
on aerial rocket artillery, and less on artillery that is set in circular
positions and isolated fire bases, out in enemy territory? As we dise
covered in LAMSON 719 there always tends to be a hostile environment."
We lost the artillery, or we often did. We increased the damage and lossqa
to our helicopters and our troops. I very often find it at best difficult,
at worst impossible, to extract not only heavy equipment and artillery buf
also the roldiers from the fire bases and perimeters, Perhaps another
approach is simply to put artillery into fire bases when you determine it
is necessary and then to write it off, feeling that the ta tical situation
may well develop that will make it imprudent for us to expose our heavy
lift helicopters and even our slicks and crews to keep our artillery, ~
These are some of the things that at the conclusion of this discussion w
will want to examine 25 imaginatively and as professiunally as we can.
Let ue get started on really discuseing and analyzing the extraction
techniques of LAMSON 719,

COL DAVIS:

pretty much common throughout the operation. There are statistics by =
which we can compare the number of ajrcraft that were hit during the:
extraction and resupply of fire biges, versus the number that were hit
making combat assaults, We know the time of day, .we know about what
is going on during that day from the daily operational summary; We' can

hit. It was nota significant loss to leave the artillery in place. By th
time of the extraction, three out of six tubes were operational. We ha
to compare the cost of six good 105's versus the cost of one CH~47.

o meyerey
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This won't ?a'd& Mp.

‘GEN BERRY° A

'I‘here isa great deal of tradition involved 1n the ﬁeld artillery o
"never losing its guns, and Ior the field artﬂlery it is a fine tradition.
But for airmobile artillery, ‘particularly where the pieces are :hrnaged

or destroyed, we do have to balance destroyed artillery versus a one -
and one-half million dollar ajrcraft with four or five people aboard.
Then you get into a different weighing of the ba.lance than you do when
you are on the ground, e

MAJ KLOSE:

One of the most difficult tasks is to pick up C&C parties. If the .
forces have been imnmobile and have not moved, the enemy is ar ou.nd
those forces and have set up their positions., In the case of HOTEL 2,
we lived with this for almost a week and watche ! the asituation develop, .Vn
the r« ‘mental commander. We had continuous reconnaissance. There: »%
were L ~ee reinforced axtillery botialions. Elements of the recon {
compa: and the engineer company were still at HOTEL 2. One of the '
bat 1liona to the 8- athwest had been inserted into GRASS 1,
moved, they had over 100 wounded. At least in fodr places we tried ;
extract them, and we resupplied thern as often as we could, -It became
necessary to insert the 3/3 Battaliod between fire base HOTEL 2 an
the 2/3, which was surrounded, and lift them up. The initial plan was _
to move the wounded out of the CP of the 3/3, That was aborted because
we took mortar fire, Within twenty minutes aft~r the decision was made’s
to try and take out the wounded, the 3/3 CP was taken under heavy fire
The 1/3 moved off the fire base at this time and moved north, and the *
two battalions, 2/3 and 3/3, together passed through the 1/3, The 1/3
was fresh and was able t6 slow down the enemy. They moved about six’
kilometers north of HOT._L 2 and the entire regiment was extracted in "
one day. The important thing here is the movement. If they had been
stationary and the enemy had its antiaircraft weapons in place, they - 4@
could have contralled the situation around the intended PZ. The move:s,
"meat forced the enemy to dismantle his AA and artﬂlery, carry it . %
overland and set it up again. I believe that is the only reasoff this ex
traction went as well ds it did. I believe the enemy was in transit w 3.

A "
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" COL DAVIS:

One significant point about HOTEL 2. That was the only extraction
. that was conducted where an additional unit wae brought in to aid in the =7
extraction. The two battalion involved experienced heavy'céntact for- =
o “two or three days, All the units we extracted had been in heavy contact
for an extended period of time. W: probably could not have picked a ... ..

more difficult sjtuation. They could almost be viewed as rescue opera-

GEN BERRY:

SR e e s o e A —— o ——

Let me elaborate on that. We're talking of extraction un.. pressure.
With a unit in "extraction under pressure" it becomes a rescue.. That -
means the ground unit has already found itself in dire straits, which ,
means that unless there is movement to chonge the environment, the ..
helicopters that are going into and coming out of the pickup zone find
themselves leaving the air environment and moving into heavy ground.
cortact so that if the helicopter comes in and out of the P2 and enters th
grou. d bottery then the small arms, rocket launchers, and mortars, sk
machine puns ' »come AA weapons. The aircraft fitad thems'eiv‘e'ai,g'ggng'
right into the center of the hole of the doughnut, the doughnut being thi
encmy and the hole being the PZ. “ - '

MAJ LOSE: -

The timing is critical in movement., We put airstrikes ahead of the’
force moving north, and as a fringe benefit they counted 158 bodies as
result of these airstrikes., We had attempted to neutralize the PZ pendin
their arrival, but they never got to that intended PZ. . So, it was really
a wagted effort. My point is this: the ground force is going to have to’
move. If they move too e&rly, it will allow the ererny to follow their
movement. The Air Mission Commander and the Ground Commander "
should have a plan. Ideally they should be able to determine how long .-
the ground force will take to be able to get to the PZ, and then tell them
15 or 20 minutes before they will have to move in order to get there on “if

‘ime, and if it's not successful they will have to break to another area, ;f

o

COL DAVIS:
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moving before we could extract them, " T 2186 think about DELTA where
we tried.to get in and evacuate the wounded:” It ‘Ead been occupied since . -
10 Feb by the 1st ARVN Inf Div, then by one of the VNMC regiments. s
Not only couldn't we extract, we could not even resupply them.. After
they raoved off the hill, we started pulling them but_withoutf__iqci,_gig‘nt.';; T
The successful ones that we did followed movement from a fixed position,
This was done at considerable cost, . -~ R A T

MAJ KLOSE:

We 120 had a problem resupplying these people. I think it would
be best to over supply them when we can. Send ina couple of basic loads
ammunition, medical supplies, and food, one of which would not be
tapped unless the situation was critical. . That would be saved until they -
are ready to move. The ground troops could be advised that they would .
not be extracted from this FB and would have the necessary supplies to
taks with thom. ‘ ST

GEN BERRY: e

In order to construct firec bases, particularly those fire basea that:
ds Lave artillery on them, we put lozers in, and then you have the:

dozers and the artillery as inhibiting factors in getting people off the

fire age. It may well be that in the future of airmobile operzations we'

wrill bave to rely on mortar support rather than artillery. The light -
mortar, the 81, the man-portable mortar, not the 4.2, although f
technol~sy may permit the development of a 4.2 man-portable mortar, “:.¥
then we'd be somewhere, Principally, it still warks well within the 8lmot
mortar to provide the close-~in fire support and then depend on aerjal -
weapons to provide the needed fire power. I think that LAMSON 719 in
one sense may have been a mixed breed, That is, we were trying to

use traditional ground methods to establish fire bases which may have be
anpropriate here in Quang Tri, but which proved to be inappropriate in’ .
the environment of LAMSON 719. It is this type of lesson we are trying
to extract here, ' S . : -

MAJ KLOSE: S

It would be too miich in one day to put in two infantry battalions,
recon company, engineers, and give them two hours to prepare the , &
sites and then put in the howitzers., It night well be better to make an
agsault with the infantry followed by an engineer company and sometime




for 24 hours. Its first priority would be pe: yonhel bunkers and then gun

positiunu the next day, provided that this aite is ithin range of our - .
supporting artillery, and that we do not leap frog. outside the ranges we
built. Then the guns are brought in the second day; they backhaul the

“bulidozer out, then we use the bulldozer on another LZ later,’ Airmobile

operations are very expensive and very risky. We use the same rnanage
ment judgement when we recover a helicopter. Can we do it safely? -

If we can't, we won't recover it. The same thing applies to artillery'

I think we all learned somet.hlng Irom HOTEL 2. E

GCOL DAVIS:

I don't think we learned encugh. We did the same thing again. 1
think the HOPE operation was highly successful. They did not have
artillery, did not put in bulldozers. We used the true charnctenstics
of an ajrmobile division, continuous movement. The area was every . \
bit as hostile as any other area, but those two battalions were not tied
to'a fixed fire base. We have used flexibility of airmobility where we-
pet the people in; then we jmmediately vicolate this concept. Actua.l.ly we
negate the very characteristics of capabilities that aid us because we
immediately tie ourselves to a fixed installation; and that is not air=

mobility or use of the airmobile concept. Gen Berry has already auuéed _

to the fact that we are airmobile to a point and then we place ourselve
where enemy artillery from 15 or 20. kilometers away can range in on qa
On this, I would say the value of the tube artillery on LOLO was neg-_
ligible because they couldn't shoot it. Anytime they tried to use - . "
the guns they took enemy mortars and artillery, I would think, althoug

I don't know if we can show it or not, the value of Fire Base LOLO was’
negligible. The troops were tied down. They would try to fire, then be
knocked out or they could not man the guna, We put ammo in there a.nd
not only did they not fire it, but it was never even unpacked from the
crates, Troops either would not or could not get out of their holes. I.:
think LOLO and HOPE and the whole business would have been juat as -
well prepared if it had been supported by gunships, ARA, the FAC's, =
and aerial weapons using movement as a primary means of protection'.'x-'f‘:

MAJ KLOSE:

I agree 100 per cent. The fire base was a very expensive prop-A-..A.'
osition. We move better than the enemy. does. We resupply better than
he does, and we have better fire power. -The minute we give yp one of:

—
WP




t.hele advantagea. we are giving up'a 1o e tethod o!‘ operating with
the HAC BAO (ARVN Black Pa.nthars) .could be used with an infantry
battalion or regiment provided we know that- they are going to be in for
a certain amount of time and have already planned-to extract them and
make sure that they have their asesault supply with them to last the tu'ne
‘they are going to be out there. It is more of a raid type operatlon than .
one of nccuy y-i.ng : fire ba.se. R

COL DAIS:

The fire base cOncept should not be used i: concert w:th the air- et
mobile concept. That type of concept of fixed fire bases would have bc:-:n:xg‘!i
more in concert with ground movement, ground ntta.ck ande: t.abliahing A
a fire base a8 in WWII' tactics. . B

GEN RERRY:

L

In our original plan, which called for advancing along Route 9 we
envisioned massing bulldozers and plows to push the foliage back along
the route. If we had put all of cur artillery bases along Route 9 and if
the armor had gone forward, the artillery could haye been inserted on,
these fire bases by helicopter. Then trucks could have driven in to %%
provide the needed mobility for that artillery. Lf we had put no artillery
out cn the higk ground to the northwest of Route 9 and put only airmob!le
and foot mobile infantry out there, the ARVN would-have retained. their.
airmobility. In rcirospect, this would have combined the artillery thhv :
the ground units and relied on resupply of artillery ammunition princi=~ g
pally by vehicle but also by helicopters wheu appropriate, Then we
would have continued with the inherent advantages of mobility on the
high ground to the north and south, 1f we had to do it over again and if we
controlled the planning of the ground maneuver, I believe that is the way
we should do it,

LTC DUNAWAY: (WORKING GROUP DIRECTOR)

If we had gone much farther’ ,' we would have had to do so:mething
like this for a rearm/refuel point out there, -

MAJ MILLS:

The ARA had a great amount of difficulty in communications.
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fix on the direction, that would keep us’ Irom-- : to'give 3
protection when they are taking incomi.ng ‘1 believe— we .can nuppreu
some of that morfar fire. Another point I- wonld like'to make is that a

. heavy defensive fire lajd down by that ground force would put us ‘away

from their perimeter and let us supp-ess out where that mortar

comin.g from,

"LT. RIDER: (CO, 2/17 CAV)

What is at L.ult; is a hnguage problem. 14 wﬂl make reIerenco :
spec iically to t1 - 2d Airborne Battalion. I worked with them for about
three hours trying to determine from where they were getting mortar
fire. They sometimee gave you the direction’ from their position where
the mortar landed, I finally made them cvaderstand I wanted to know_'
they were coming from, in what direction is the mortar, where is the:’

enemy. ] used so many terms that I have forgotten half of them, ~ Finally

we determined that the enemy fire was from about 110 degrees, At this
time I simply drew a little circle 2000 meters out to 3300 meters a;::d

round, ,'I'he ARVN didn't receive another mortar round untzl they we
cn the move that night,
This is one of the big problems from our standpoint, getting the pr pe

information from the ARVN in order to help them,

GEN BERRY:

they were familiar with. I told them I could help them, and they sa
"Who are you?" 1 fmally said, "I am OXHORN'S daddy, ' They undef->
stood that, So the language problem wasg one of the big problems we ¥




faced in the operation. I don't bali Ve . ry fi
is a valid concept for ajrmobile opera 'We could resupply these
People on the move we could prepare p ckup:zone, and Tesupply zones .
ahead of them., This is what we did at HOPE; - W¢ resupplied them twice
So I believe that the fire base with heavy weapons in-an old concept and
“inders airmobile operations.” We reacted much faster than the NVA.
His tactics are nothing. They have been developed over a periéﬂtgff‘rgaﬁ;s
One of these tactics {s to zero in on. static pozitions and then put a::n:ti; :
aircralt weapons around that position, and the big thing was every time,
you came in to resupply or atterrpt to extract, the enemy couldmakal
very expensive for you. The o'.ly Way to negate this type of tactic is to?
move and put him in an unprepared posture. R e e

use of artillery fire bases

MAJ KLOSE: T

The artillery has ‘o be as mobile as the ground forces it supporta,
That means you have to have self-propelled howitzers. In our case we
put them in fire bases and this artillery became static, even though oury
infaniry had to move away from the fire base. : e

LTC RIDER:

Apother point is that we )
heavily engaged, yet it appears to me during this operation we extracte

the units which were m- it heavily engaged, Lo

MAK KL.OSE:

I disagree. Take the case of {/lst. We got the entire lst Reghi.: ou
but 4/1st came lagt, I think it was more of a combination of factors,.
one of which was the communication problem., We spent a lot of time -

shooting close to the wiré, Every'time a gunship went over, they ;

they were receiving fire [ ‘om it, and they were not. The NVA choose'g
fire their mortars when the choppers came over. It increased the con-
fusion by masking the sound of mortars with that of helicopters and also
caused a lack of confidence in the 6upporting arms. Given the set of ..
circumstances that we :d, the movement, the tactics the NVA wero -+
using, I don't see how we could have done it any differently, ™ ~ ;

LTC RIDER:

Generally speaking,

vy
L




reatrain the anemy adva.nce in the’ magioq"tha.t :d.sted The NVA had
started to close with infantry.  Our screening_and reconnaissance. efforts -
in prepiration for the extraction wore‘conﬁne'd to a very small area -
around the PZ. This is undesirable. ‘I think it would be better used . e
farther away from the PZ.. We commonly fired around the. fire baae
Q I think we would have been more effective if we would have been farther.
away slowing down this closing-in process of the NVA. About 40 per
cent of the time during the extractiomw phase, we were firing in support ~
of the unit in contact rather than getti.ng out and hi tting the enerny before
they could close in. S s

R

¢ GEN BERRY:

; With our resources and with our organj:ation, in view of the cir-
i cumstances we encountered, could we have organized ourselves and
; used our resources to provide close-in fire support, coordination’ and i

reconnaissance through means other than the Cav? : e

LTC RIDER:

In order for.us to have conducted reconnaissange and acreening i.n
depth, we would have nceded. movement of ground forces around the -
g static position, -
5 | - ;

COL DAVIS: .

In the final stages around Fire Base DELTA, we saw a reluctancé"
or inability to move out and to secure a reasonable size area around
the fire base. As a result, the Cavalry was employed to fill t.he void,

This took you from ycar primary area of operation.

. GEN BERRY:

You have to coordinate the movement of the ground troops with all’
of the reconpajssance , all of the supporting fires, and all of the :
supplying, so there is a unity of command. To go back to the_heginnin
of this operation and hecause of its peculiar nature, a single lack, and:
in many ways a fatal lack, was in unity of command,




to evacuate this firebase 96 or 120 hours after it has been establia‘hed.
Knowing that the enemy is coming, we could have four or five planu
of evacuation using the path of least resistance; but 120 hours from,
the time we have established this-firebase,  (we have already plan.nea—
to have airstrikes on station at 10.minute mtervala) we evacuate it-

and can bring to bear all this fire power on the enemy. We have s
the enemy where we want him because he is reacting to our movement,

COL DAVIS:
We had them surronnded but it takes a concentrated effort both -
from inside the doughnut and also outside.  You can't do it solely -

from the cutaide,

MAT KLOSE:

e : |

Ve know we could lay in ARC LIGHTS, three days in advance wlﬁ“ T |
wounld give us an area to leave from, For example, if we were gd
to leave at 0300 hours and head northeast off DELTA, between 0100 ;..
and 0300 hours we would put an airstrike in that area and then start”
+ar movement. By sunrise we would have cleared the firebase a‘nd ou
sirepower could be brought to bear in 2 360 degree radius around .
the firebase,

GEN BERRY:

"

On the subject of ARC LIGHTS, what is their purpose? You see
them as firepower (supporting). Most view them as destructive fire
used against known intelligence.. .There arc alwaye those who queatton
"What is your target? " or '"On what intelligence do you base those
ARC LIGHT targets?'" However, ARC LIGHTS have proven extremel
effective in preparing the way for the infantryman,

X1-130

OO L




it {n that area, pntt!.ng ARC LIGHTS in ‘his ‘known p:'.witim:.“w aﬁd counl:- .' :
: . 4ing as we go and then three or four houra hter, extract ou‘_r ' e
f S Irom the ARC LIGHT area? .

1

LTC RIDER:

.

To be iucceuful, you need what Gen Berry mentioned un:lty
! of command. Without it, the technique doesn't work too well.. It
needs coordinated action where the ground forces do this at this et
ti:1e and your fire assets do this at this time. Unless things are . .-
coordinated, agreed, and executed, based on uni;y of command, the o
cancept will not work, : R

.-

LTC DUNAWAY: - . o

1 was talking to ths pecorle 2t DASC V.CTOR. They thought thia

was 2]l planned and they were accesing s ol coustantly changing it
once we had it planned. They could not react fast enough to the
changes we were making, : - e .
COL DAVIS: - - e e

’ - P -

That is a real good point. The day we had the briefing for that
raid, Col Vallejo brought with him about four FAC's and when they
left, they had gained quite an appreciation for what was involved.
But if we had changed our smoke eight times that day, they wouldn't
have said a word because up until that point, I don't think they knew

. what was involved. . ‘

GEN BERRY:

We ghould have brought the Air Force into our planning more, *
Now Vallejo himself was responsible for bringing.those FAC's in.
It took Vallejo at the working level, who had been with the operation
throughout its entirety to bring understanding and flexibility to
the situation,




This bringl us back to our planning.".}lf we h_:now we are getting
‘ready to insert or- ‘extract, a.t thn.t l:ime, we -could make _artangemgntt,:
for & tanker to be on station for a.n 8-12 hour period knowing that

v"‘l‘

we might stackupaircraft. L 77“ e T

LTC PI-IILLIPS:

The benefit of i.m:luuion of t.‘he Air Force in our planni.n,g ia
we had demonstrated the other day, .They were at the point of a.nticipa'
ing, 1 think, by virtue of being at the briefing," I called them ' -
and said there was going to be a delay and the FAC said, "I gent. -
them away 5 minutes ago for refueling”, He had anticipated because '
he knew the plan. He knew where I was and was able to anticipate
when the smoke would be needed., So, on his own initiative,, he N
sent them back to refuel so they would be on station when I needed them

...

COL DAYIS:

This goes back to an earlier point that was made about’ the' B
liberal distribution of TAC parties, I think that the FAC really’ achiew;
what we have been talking about. Every day during the operation,
emoke was a crisfs. An ALO with the Aviaticn Group could have ‘ol
r imy of our problems, *

MAJ KLOSE:

As an example of flexibility, LTC Phillips' raid worked S
perfectly, The fact that we could deliberately execute that plan .
and get in and out scot free shows that we can probably do this at = "«
our own choosing. To support this type of operation, the Air Force mu,
bave considerable flexibility and responsiveness in their gchedue,

GEN BERRY:

There is one other lesson from that operation.-. We had the nel.r-
est thing to unity of command in that raid as we did in anything during
LAMSON 719. Col Giai (ADC, lst ARVN Inf Div) and I were given '
the responsibility of that rai.l and yet we had to argue to extract




and among the aupporti:ng ait:raft“ - II we are required to keep that
~ force on the ground an additiona.l day, . we can give you no such -
‘ guarantee, In fact, the odds are very ‘high that we will have heavy
losses among the grouad .forcel and the supporting aviation forces.
A It was only after a confrontation that ‘we were permitted to extract™
i those forces at a time 1;16. p!}ce of our chooaing.

A few hours before the Iorce was extra.cted an’ enemy force v wa.l
seen moving toward their position. - Luckily, an ARC LIGHT hnded
right on top of them. There was no body count but 1 imagine the
cacualties were heavy. PP e .

COL DAVIS:

I would like to kave see us remsert. in a chf :—..ent ar=a, the
game group that we extracted. - ’

P LTC RIDER.‘ . N | P
This gets back to what the purpose of the raid was, If it wasg to‘
galn maxjimum effectiveness of the ground uxnit, then we have the '
cart in front of the horse by basing the insertion point in the
general area, based on intelligence from aerial reconnaissance, It too
us the ¢ y they were on the ground plus the next morning prior.to "
the extraction to actually locate where the specific targets ahould
have been, Since we did not do this recon prior to the maertion, g
we misged the best ta.rgeta.

GEN BERRY:

To go back to an earlier point, I believe that artillery must
be as moabile as the troops it eupports, I believe we should keep -
the towed 105 and 155. They are still valuable in airmobile ’é'peration
and particularly raid-‘-ty'pe operaticns. I think it wou]d be very un=~




cO% DAVIS:

The artillery I:hat- went into LOLO couldh.we move:

for three days after it went in. After a few more ¥

it was Lpo# gible. During the first few days of LOLO, had
no trouble resupplying them. After three days resupply and ex
was prohibited by the NVA. ‘

e

MAYT KLOSE:

The 1st ARVN Infantry Division we_ré not always guided by the
airmobile doctrine, o S ' o

o

COL DAVIS: BT A e

»

{ think they were in the HOPE operation. It was a perfect example
of what airmobility should be. As long as 'you are moving, airmobil
operations work very well and swith minimum expense. But the moment
you tie any part of that airmovile operation down to & static -,o8ition;

it is no longer 21 ajrmobile operation. It becomes & .gT¢ .nd op ratioi’
and should be supported accordingly. N .. B

-

CPT GOERTEMILLER:

Although the ARVN had beon trained well in airmobile tactic s,

in this operation they Jearned a tremendous amount. 1 believe they
are considering the use of less artillery in an operation of this .
type. In the evacuation of HOTEL 2, it was quite a blow to the -
division commander, put he realized that he freed himself of & mmill -

gtone around his peck. So, when he hriefed his regimental commander s

on the operation into LZ HOPE, he told them that very probably the
artillery will have to be left behind; and when these firebases L
were abandoned, it was no great loss_to them.

GEN BERRY:

You remember the artillery was to go on L.OLO to support the
janding on LI1Z. It became apparent during the day to the division .
commander that the implanting of artillery on LOLO was not essent
to the landing on LIZ, « ) - L
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 CPT GOERT’EMiLL‘ER:-g

I think that they did come to this realization. It was probably
a good thing that the artillery on LOLO wzs not ready when they went
o ‘ into LIZ. It showed that they d.-ldn't have to have it.” It would have . -
" been additional support if they had had it, Later om in an’ uperation""’ :
of this type, they can probably get by without having a.rtillery '
aupport from a firebase while hu!erting on another one.

GEN BERRY: -

s e o v e St bt i

combat assault within 105mm howitzer range. We wdnt to keep our loas_g_
to a minimum. - And yet this conservatism may have contributed to.a .
set mentality and enabled the enemy to easily predict our. pla.n of -1
operation. One of the first things that I became involved in.~
right after my arrival to this division in July was wrapping upa
study concerning the number of Cobras needed in an ARA battalion, N
We had 36 and they wanted to reduce to 24. If the number had been

: oduced to 24 prior to 1h1s operatiou, it would have been harmful"” B

i
';
?

COL DAVIS: -

a

The basis of issue is 24 but USARYV has maintained it at 36. -

MAJ MILLS:

The 36 came fram a direct DX for the Charlie models, Eight
Cobras replaces 12 Charlies. There is no way to keep them on atatidn-
and they cannotreact to the number of missions or carry the rocket -
load. We won't be able’to fly the number of sorties required in order
to support an airmobile division, -

MAJ KLOSE: .. -

’

They said that eight Cobras deliver the .me -amount of fire .-
power a8 12 UH- lC’s, but they forgot the area in which it had.to be
delivered.




four battalions of the 18t Regt. , e
‘on the ground, rather than being farmed out to the AMC of anather?
agency to try to work second hand with this information and when we
were physically talking with the people that were located on the
ground with the lst Regt, we knew exactly where they were.

GEN BERRY:

with other operatione?

MAJ MILLS:

.

1 don't believe I'm in a position to say; I have no idea in the -
world what we actually hit when someone said "Suppress that.
ridge line.' : '

MAJ KLOSE:

which is not apparent to the enemy tyoops on the ground. We havel‘ :
bad so many instances of not being able to fire our helicopter

veapons because we could not determine where the man on tlLe groundw
was, I propose that soruewhere in the R&D program we come up with
a systern whereby we can get a visual display from .our helicopters:. ™

of where the troops are on the ground, A marker of some kind ig need« '

ed or an indicator from which you could get a readout which-could
mark for you the physical presence of the man on the ground. Each
man should have something attached to him which would indicate where-
he is, I think this thing would have to be listed as one of the major _ -
problems in Operation LAMSON 719. Are you familiar with the ta.pe
the Air Force has for night cbeervation?

LTC RIDER:

We also need omething for day time.

.
.-

-
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The Air Force has something that they call a mark " At night it
makes a luminous splotch which is visible for 7to B. houra. ‘T'don't"
know how it is employed.  In the daytime they have a similar obJect
that puts out a red stain. I believe it could be put in a grenade IR
type container that the ground troops can employ. . :

CPT GOERTEMILLICR:

In our discussion we discuued the ma.bihty of the ARW to aecure‘
the PZ in many cases. The ARVN were shocked at the number of enemy
troops they ran into. The NVA were extremely difficult to stop, '

GEN BERRY:

Could you study and identify these people for us? It can only o 3
be done (hrough your channels, Have we been unfair to ARVN in any 4
of our statements here? ‘ - . ' e

CTP GOERTEMILLER: -

I don't think so. Many of the things you said would be less
than favorable to the ARVN. However, they work under a different -
command structure. Below the regimental level, the battalion comx
mander has almost a free hand in controlling his unit. The regimental
corumander just gives him a general guideline. Above regiment '
level, it is much tighter, Therefore, for the division commander to
make a decision or to plan early is very difficult. In almost all cases:
he has to get the OK of his next higher commander, [ think this may -
be one of the reasons why in many cases the ARVN did not let their °
supporting units know what the plans were. For example the move
off LOLO. I was in the operation center when the regimental -
commander called back and asked permission to move off LOLO. Ther
was no doubt in his mind that he had to move, but he still had to =~ i
get permission to do it. o




Give us a description of the comrm.nd rela.t-lonshxps as. you see them L

in the lst ARVN Infantry Divieion, Also give us a descriptios: of the
“‘ememy tactics and his morale. This would aid a great deal in'the -~
understanding of the environment of this operation, which 18 a
necessary part of this report.

-

.

CPT GOERTEMILLER:

I would like to make a comment on a couple other things. For
example, the fajlure of ARVN units to answer ajrcraft when they did
not know the call sign, At first the ARVN used Victnamese words as
their call cigns; but they weren't pronounced properly by the Amer:ca.n
pilots; thus Vi:tnamese were reluctant to answer. Later we used
letter degignation call signs (Whiskey, Delta) which the ARVN knew
how to pronounce. This worked out much better. '

CEN BERRY:

For the first time in 0perat.ing with the Victramese, we had a
lack of American advisors working directly with them on the ground,
So the advisor, who is a necessary intermediary between the ARYN
and the Americans, was absent in this critical operation. It seems
to me that if we add all these adverse conditions together, '
it is amazing this operation went as well as it did. It will be months
however, probably the end of this calendar year before knowledgeable

people will be able to accurately assess the value of Operahon I..A.MSON’

719,




CLASS III A AND V A SUPPLY STATUS

8 FEBRUARY - 24 MARCH 1971 |

This annex is composed of Figures A-1 t}ifough A -8, depicting:
daily supply status of aviation-associated classes «7 supply.
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427,000 51,300
+.69,000 45,390
S 26750 43,250
26,000 39,400
35,000 33,800
19,500 35,400
10,500 34,0
27,250 33,900

1 Mar 42,500 _ 50

2 Mar 42,350 7950

3 Mar 41,600 300

4 ¥er 41,300 1,100

5 Mar 40,500 50 _
6 Mar 40,450 250 232,750
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(9 Mar - 24 ¥ar) ,

50 176,500 - 13,000 3,008 33,900
450 187,000 - 0 12,250 35,000
150 174,750° O 47,750 34,200
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650 128,750 93,758 19,000 32,200
350 205,500 0 15,000 36,500
250 190,500 2,500 35,000 .
400 186,000 . 0 41,250 31,400
350 144,750 362750 30,260

1,000 108,000 117,500 25,500 25,900 -
3/0 - 200,000 240,000 26,500 22,300 . ..
550 430,500 0 74,000 20,790

1,500 354,500 0 25,000 18,200

Y50 330,500 0 55,750 17,500
M0 234,750 0,250 75,510 24,300
150 20B.500 0 12,000 21,890

9 Mar 42,100
10 Mar 41,650
11 Mar 41,200
12 »ar 41,050
13 Mar 40,300
14 dar 39,650
15 Mar 39,300
1€ Yar 38,850
17 1ar 38,450
18 lear 38,100 -
19 lar 34,200
20 Yar- 35,850
21 ¥ar 35,300
22 ¥ar 33,800
23 ‘ar 33,050
24 Mar 32,050

éqqoodc

COD00000C0O0O000000
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(U) (continued) Class V . Supply Stftus Khe Sanh (U)
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Dat: not available byday f."rom.'-.B"-: 8.
TYPE AMNTTION .

- ' HA90 - 1016 Rekts .7 g .2549
: ~ H534 - 1716 Rektis o - 4480
H459 - Flec Rckis - 2,29
A653 - 20mm - NA
B47) = 40mm L 45,000

M65 - 7.62m - o 43,250

(1 Mar - 8 Ma.r)

DATE  1/00-10 1b-Relts F534-17 1'-»-Rckts . PA5O-Flec-Rckts
r/H  Rec Iss 0/H  Reeo . O/E Rec Iss

15 -

1 tar .,69 486 100 3,211 900 . 10 673 0 _
2 Mar 8,292 2,900 252 4,138 600 146 57 0 58 .
3 Mar 8,429 2,776 2,116 3,313 400 - 758 494 .. 0 oA
4 Yar 9,184 640 151 5,582 1,500 ~ 97 4,032 512 26
5 yar. 7,102 0 322 5,041 0 26 7% 0 56
& Mar 6,593 0 1,907 5,088 0o 109 .90 0. . 0.
7 ¥Yar 5,995 . 0 342 5,118 0 169 853 Q- 58
g ¥ar 4,846 0 L7 4,719 0 141 .84 9. 3

(9 Mar - 24 Mar) Ce T
9 Mar 4,550 0 229 3,420 0 2% B64 o 0
10 Mar 5,418 0 55 5,418 0 55  BoL 0- - Q
11 Mar 4,971 0 437 4,9M 0 - 437 755 0 76
12 tar 5,256 0 999 5,256 o o9 78 0 16
13 Mar 3,424 0 741 3,42 o 703 o 7
14 Mar 2,615 0 6Ll 2,615 -0 644, & 0 16
15 Yar 3,994 460 195 3,99 o 19 719 o 21
16 ¥ar 3,540 640 583 3,540 0 583 599 250
17 Yar 2,957 0 62 2,957 0 F2 6 0 o
18 Mar 3,215 0 745 3,215 0 745 591 0 0
19 Mar ~2,160 0 1,055 2,160 . . 0 1,055 599 0 30
20 tar 6,140 0 2,208 3,447 0 2,208 518 0 25
21 Mar 4,264 0 2,483 3,44 s n o LEM 9 6
22 Mar 3,286 0o 101 3,413 o 28 2 8c5 2,218, - O
23 Mar, 2,47 0 815 3,31.9 .0 64, ,.,'731 o 74
2/, ¥ar ,593 0 8'78 3, 31.9 0 0 2,518 0

PR T

Figure A6 (U) Cless V A Supply btat.ua"'landergni't -{u)
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540 540 :
540 0.
290 .0 250
250 0 40
450 256 56
370 0 80
550 256 76
650 256 156
580 o 70
700 256 125
513 0 19
720 49
548 172
754 118
g8 2 126
727 157
786 240
1TA 34
1,144 a0
1,130 4
97. 156
208 52
1,703 72
1,660 43

-y = R ) .
%Eoo”ogao-.

9 Mar 1 ’595

10 Mar 1,493

11 Mar 1,554

12 Mar 1,203

13 Mar 1,446

14 MYar 1,044

15 Mar 75

16 Mar 35

17 Yar LB

18 ¥ar 1,008 1580
19 ¥ar 435 0
20 HYar 432 51¢E
2t Mar L3 648
22 tayr €I ad Down’
23 ¥ar Ci..ed Down
2, Mer Closed Down e
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Figure A=? (U) Class V A Surply Status leng Con
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Closed Down

54,000 - -
48,000 ..
J 48,000 -
43,500
43,500
43,500 - .
0 42,000 g
37,500
37,5N0 O
37,500
- 30,000
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21,000
16,500
12,000
10,50
€,700
6,000
ARSI
73,50C 54,000
£4,,500
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(9 ¥ar - 2 bFar)

0 _61,EOG
0 127,0¢C
o 1?5,‘“0
0 115,079
0 113,500
0 10C,700
" 150 99,000
54,50
63,000
39,000
24,500°
11,000

0
0
0
0
0
o
0
0
n-
0
0
0
0

0
0
400
100
0

Closed Down.
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13,600
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013,500
13,466

13,300

0 12,300
13,30
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11,800

11,800 -
11,600

) .19 800
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11,800

11,800
11,760 "
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11,700
11,700
11,700
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11,700
11,700
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- Only consol:ldatad uunntities am ava
¢ Feb - 3 Mar T1- g

Y

(3 mr -8 Var)

g8 Feb 3,504 450 .0 O - w20 Feb -3,
" 9 Feb 3,373 0 "30 .o inR1-Peht
10 Feb 3,474 O 0. ;"' 22 Feb .
11 Feb 3,434 0 ~40-"; " 23 Feb 6,
12Feb 3,242 0 10 - 24 Teb. 6,
13 Feb 3,414 0 10_, .. 25 Feb..
14 Feb 3,384 0 _30 3';‘:1 26 Teb, - 6
15 Feb 3,364 0 20 ... 21 Feb

16 Feb 3,332 o - 32 . 7. 28 Feb"

17 Feb 3,312 0 _10 .1 Mar

18 Feb 3,302 4] 0. -  2¥ar §
19 Feb 3,292 0 10 o 31~nr

Lo

3

 00000~8oc

v

Tl Rekts .

A-16

Figure A-8 (U) Class V A Supply Status Dong Ha (U)

DATE H490-10 lb-Rckts Hj}A-W lt-Rekts

0/H Rec Iss - O/H Ree Iss . O/Il Rec - Ias ..
IMmr 3,870. O 0 2,3% O 0 587 0
4 ¥ar 3,870 0 16 . 2,38 0 20 ‘587 O
5 Mar 3,870 100 100 2,404 0. 18 895 16
6 Mar 3,702 - 0 68 ' 2,4C4 0 0 "5'79 "0 i
7 Var 3,561 35 125 2,442 58 20 " 582 12
8 Mar 3,519 0 42 2,442 0O 0 582 0

(9 Mar - 2L Mar)

9 ¥ar 3,347 o 17 2,293 0 0 574 0 1
10 Mar 3,462 0 0 2,297 0 0 &8 0
11 Mar 3,439 0 32 2,437 .0 O 57 0
13 Mar 3,443 11 "0 2,433 0 0 582 0
1 Mar 3,345 0 7 2,437 0 0 582 0
15 Mar 3,256 - O 29 2,436 o n k€1 0
16 ¥ar. 3,189 0 29 2437 ¢ 0 521 0
17 ¥ar 3,100 0 82 2,437 ° 0 C 581 4]
18 Yar 3,07 0 7., 2,43 o0 16 | 565 o
19 ¥ar 2,902 0 59 2,437 0 ¢ =575 o
20 var 2,809 0 - 53 2,40 0 3 575 - Q-
21 Mayr - 2,702 0¥ 0 2,423 0 0 575 0o
22 Mar 2,527 0 193 2,43 0 0 582 ¢
23 Mar 2,47 0 19 2,399 0 6 542 0o -
24 Mr 2,39 0 63 2,43 0~ 4 568 0




-~ 3 Mar 32,800
4 Mer 32,%0 '
5 Mar 32,600
6 Mar 32,500
7 ¥ar 32,400
B Mar 32,400

9 Mar 32,400
10 Mar 43’350 .
11 Mar 32,350
12 Mar 32,400
13 Mar 32,400
14 Mar. 32,350
15 ¥ar 32,350
16 ¥ar 32,350
17 ¥ar 32,350
18 ¥ar 32,350
19 ixr 32,350
20 tar 32,350
21 ¥ar 32,350
22 Mar | 32,150
23 Mar 32,150
2, Mar 32,150

CDOODO0OOOOODO0O |

% -
111,000 74,500
174,000 £2,000

0000000000000
coODO0OOOOODOOOOLOL

-

Figure A-8 (U) (continued) Class V A Suprly Status Dong
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@ ~ 1.- Baled on the 0800 1200 and 1600 hog “observations. !nr Khe Sanh.

- the following amount of alr support could be ngen LAMSON k 19 op- ¢
erstions from 9 Feb through .25 March. The amount of air lupport

available during this period is based on the minimum ceiling require-.

ments established by the Armuy and Air Force. These minimume are

1000 feet AGL (above ground level) tor Army l!.r support and 3000 e

geet AGL for tactical air supnort.

tn 1800 hr ro: 12 doya (265)°

1:.99 to 1850 “hours: 21 daya (47%)

2. It choald be noted that these figurea are baucd on Khe San'h weathe
obeervations only, There were no ground based weather obnervatlonl
available in the lac~ arca of operation during this period. :

3. Laos data available during the laet 10 days of the operation in-
. ‘dicated no significant differences between reported sky conditlonn ln' .i
Fastern laos and those observed at Khe Sanh.
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AT /TIME

Tehruaty

ny/neamt a0
12000 - 00
16001 00

/08000 00
1200H 600
160010 . 800

11/080011 600 L oo TFeg
12001 1000 3 S Ta aze T
1600H None 6 T Hazen -

12/0800%1 700
12000 None
16004 None

13/0300H None
12000 Lone
1600 Nonge

14/ne00H - None
1200i1-  ° lone
1600H None

15/08001 500
120011 290
1600H 900

16/08001 00
120011 1000
16001 1000

17/n8N0H 100
12001 300
1600:% 00

13/080011 00 : ‘ e
12001! 1560 . e
160011 2000 - <

..
.

Figure B-1 (iN). Weather Mhservations for fhe Sarh
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W Ny

WTATHER

19/0800H
12004
1600H

* 20/08001
"~ 1200H
160011

21/0800H
12004
1600H

22/0800H
1200H
160011

23/080011
12001
1600H

24/08n0H
12000
16001

25/0: J0H
1200H
16001

26/0800H
120001
16001

27 /08001
1200H
1600t

25/0800H
1200H
1600H

Figure B-1 (1) (continued) Weather
! 5-3




p1/0800H°
1200H_ -
1600H

02/0800H -
- 12000
- 1600H

NN

03/0800H
12004
1600H

04/0800H
1200H
16001

TN
H - -

NN A

120011 ' . lhze .
1600H SR S ilze'

05/0800H L .. Drizzle.Fop o

06/080011
- 12001
1600H

07/0800H
1200
16C0H

N8/0800IH
1200H
1600H

05/08001 . : Drizzle, Fog .
1200H lrizzle, Fog &
1600H . rizzle, Fog

1 /080011 : 2. Fog
1200H . Fog
1600H : Yog

.

Figure B-1 (I) (continued; i'eather Observations for khe Szﬁ\]\‘(&)" R k
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1200H

1600H -

12/0800H

1200H

- 160011

13/0800H
12004
1600H

14/0800H
1200H
160011

15/080CH
1200H
1600H-

16/0800H
12c0H
13004

17/038

120°H

1608H

18/0800H
1200H
16000

19/0800H
1200H
1600H

20/0800H
1200H

160CH -

Figure B-1 (U} (cmtiru._xed) tecather Cbservatima forq Rhe Sanh (U)

11/0800H

800
800
800
700

600

P

o7 B-5

o

"OOND o

-

S,
~N

“HE}ZG . -

"l-'a'zer

. hrizzle, Fog
“Drizzle,-Fog .

4Fog

Rain Showéi_' ‘

Fog .

Rain Shower P

i

Drizzle, Fog . .-~

Hlaze
Fog Rain -

Fog -
Haze
Haze

Fog
Haze
Haze

Fog
tlaze
flaze

Fog
Haze
lhze




" March continued

o ‘Fog:
laz
ihze

21/0800H
1200H ..
160011

Ll
1x1ze
.

. TOR
laze

22/0800H
1200H
160011

- Haze .
lHazeo

23/0800t
12000
1600H

rog -
tlaze
iiaze

24/0860H
12001
1600H

25/0800H
12004
160211

Tog
.Ha:c

D!C
-2

. . . s £ : it
Figure .T-1 (U) (continued) ‘.\cathez Ohserntion for the Sam
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A. (U) BACKGROUND

The 326th Engineer Battalion (Airmobile) was informed initially’
ebout Operation LAMSON 719 on 16 January 1971 by the 45th Engineex
Group, whose area of engineer responsibility coincides with the XXIV
Corps Tactical Zone. At that time CO, 326th Engineer Battalion was

briefed on the operation indicating that the 326th Engineér Battalion would-

- form an airmobile operational organization ('I"ask Force 326) which was ...
to open the westernmost 16 kilometer section of Route 9 leading from . "
Dong Ha to Fhe Sanh. ‘ o L - . Voo

B. (U) GEINERAL

US forccs in Northern Military Region 1 receatly have been sl._ippb'l_'t'
cd by two coinbat cagineer battalions: the. 27th Eagincer _Batt’a.lipif_'-},_(C)'
generally from the Hai Van Pass north to the Trac Ma River; and'the
14th Engineer Battalion (C) generally from the Trac Ma River north to¥s
the DMZ, The 45th Engineer Group igsues the operational commitments 58
for boih? theue battalions. Additionally, Company A, Tth Engineer-
Battalion rovides organic support for the 1st Brigade, 5th Infentry |
Divicion {Mcchanized); and the 326th Engineer Battalion (Airmobile) 19 i
the organic engineer battalion for the 101st Airborne Division (Airmobile)g
Fach of these engineer units was employed in itg traditional combat
engineer role except the 326th Engineer Bzttalion (Airmobile) which was i
to form a t-ak force under OPCON of the 27th Engineer Battalion, 45th’
Engineer Group, eince the Screaming Eagle Engineers were operating.

‘out of their normal area of operations. Each ARVN division had its
respective organic engineer battalion throughout the entire operation.

It should be noted that ARVN divisional-engineer battalions are not |
equipped with airmobile engineer equipment but rather the heavier model#
that are generally similar to the cquipment found in"an engineer._batt_alioﬁ
'_orga.nic to a US infantry division. However, during this p_arti?ﬁilar
operation the ARVN engineer units were equipped with lighter airmobile

3

bulldozers to support combat engine.r operativns in Laos. ° = -

e
-




The .engineer task force was, conligt
eng: ser equipment and persannel to optimiz , o
mission. Additionally, all other engineer operational commitmenta were.,
maintained in addition to the significant engineer requiremént associated
with Operation LAMSON 719, Pt T T T e v

.

,-' )

1. 326th Engiﬁeer Bﬁtta.iién: :

TF 326 wag formed so that the battalion could continue all opeZati;
in support of the 101st Airborne Division (Airmobile) as well as assume’ &
the additional requirements to open a mountanious 16 kilometer spction : T
of Route 9,. to construct a C=130 assault airfield at Khe Sanh and to begin’ 3
repairs of the AM-2 matting o the existing C-130 airfield. To perform
the Lisusive earthwork requirements on the C-130 assault airfielda : - .
reinforced heavy {eguipment platoon from HHC,326th Engincey Battalion: 73
(Airmobile) was utilized. The repairs on the existing AM-2 aluminum mat?
airstrip required considerable cutting, welding and manpower. A platoon’:
‘from the 27th Engineer Battalion was attached to TF 326 during the -
initial phasec of the operzticn to begin these repairs. 'An Explosive Ord.
cance Dinosal (EOD) team and a gurvey section frorn the 45 th Engineez.:\ ;

Group were attached to increase the capabilities of the task force ™y i

-

2. 14th .noineer Battalion (C) . |

With the mission of opening Route 9 from FB Vandergrift to bridge’
£33 (vicinity of FB Shepard) and upgrade Route 9 to Khe Sanh varying- 4
elemeonts of the 14th Engineer Battalion (-) were utilized in their normal
combat engineer role as required. T

3 27th Engineer Battalion (C)

The 27th Engineer Battalion {-) consisted of the headquarters elemenl
one combat engineer company, a light equipment company and one land
clearing platoon. Upon arrival at.Khe Sanh on day D+2 (1 Feb 71) the .
battalion {(~) assurnied its norrnal engineer support role operating Irpn:\?c

Khe Sanh generally west to the Laotion border. - _

D. (U) ENGINE R MISSION




type order. Conventional combat enginée
mobility, the expertise, the communicat! : istic
capability to maintain the pace of the operations ol an.airmobile engineer
unit. As the conventional engineern_-wd{k_ﬂt_ﬁg}; way-overland to.an area -
of operations, the responsibility for ‘engineer-oper-itions should he pasged.
to'them thus [reeing the @i¥rmobile engineers to con x_z‘.g:'t‘:.._fu::t?ie}f’-’hijf‘mp}ii’le"

tanks.

lagistic support "~ . .,

~,

e _;;:-'_‘.-;7.,\. L

E. {U) PLANNING AIRMOBILE /ENGINEER OPERATIONS . = .

the most valuable information obtainable i that"’
m those who previously have occupied the ground
After action reports, "as built" drawings and a soil analysis are examples
of guch data, 1f the area has not been ogcupied previousfy'by friendly '
troops, aerial photography can be of imme_asura.ble value. Large pumbers

of oblique photographs of all bridges and the existing airfield were providegd
prior to the outget of the operation. However, only one set of po‘o'g_.gpﬁ- R
trast, low quality stereopairs could be Iou.nd;'Iortunately‘this-‘l_lt'e'r'ebpa‘_ifr;
wins of the Khe Sanh airficld area. In fact, it was based upon this. 8 “of

r-ctographe that *he firal centerline was selected for the assault air h
Gield. However, due to the poor quality of these phote, raphs o,t_h.g!‘g"‘
obvious problem areas were not discovered until subsequent landing’;
into the objective area. For example, on D=-day a large exploded amuwis '
rmunitior. dump, partially exposed reinforced concrefe and CONEX type. i

bunkers and massive quantities of unexploded ammunition were. det_'cidtfﬁ_

upon landing. Since the photographs were of such poor clarity and..
cortrast, slote that had been the USMC old armnmunition dump area PP
ed as a dendritic drainage area. This, in the abs.ce of soil analysis, -5l
but coupled with fertile plantations in the area led one to assume that thed
soil type was a well graded, loamy soil - a good construction 'ma.'té_rig.'l -
when in fact it was not. The poor photographic guality also made the-: ;
detection of vast mined areas imposgible prior to the operation. Verticall
tereo.pairs of bridges and all sections of the »ad also are important. iz

" J'orexample, the best estimate of the span b ten the existing abutments’
on bridge_#33 wag 45 feet. This estimate wa. -aged upon two oblique .7
photos which cannot be scaled be TRS

Unquestionably,
v‘iich can be gleaned fro

cauge 6f scale variations at all points

the photograph. When engincer elements arrived at the bridge they -
discovered that the gap was actually 58 feet and could not be bridged as
planned by the 60 foot Armored Vehicle Launched Bridge (AVLB). .

-
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F. (U) AIR .MOVEME:NT‘,}

ile operati ve must know the ground
operation plan in order to prepare the air movement table properly. In
airmobile engineering, this is complicated by the added requirement to "
reagseuible much of the equipment after the landing at the objective.
Thig is further complicated by the condition of the landing zone which is .
likely to beanknown prior to D-day. Additionzlly, the wide variety of . .. .
equipment combinations, weights, lift aircraft and possible flight routes’
create unique problems for the airmobile engineer. The most reliabl :
solution for this type of operation was to employ enough dedicated aircraft
to furnish the required number of sorties each day of the operation based%
upon the predicted fight route, Then the engineer can make changes in" .3
lift scjuence as required. Inthe employment of airmobile engineer Y
equipment, whether mechanical equipment, prefabricated bridging, cul«
vert materials or Class I & IV materials, the two keys to success are -,
the 'smooth 1ift out of equipment and proper positioning of thix equipment
at the LZ. As engineer equipment is lifted from the PZ, the 1ift heli=. .
copters will often take up the elack in the slings allowing the hook~up -
wersonznel to leave the nrea, Often the aircralt then descends slightly -
causing rlack in the sling leg. . Yhe wash iroum tue rotor manytimeqi i
11ows the slings arcund !¢ numerous vulnerable appendages on this typ
of equ’ ment. This oftcn results in the loss of stegring whecls,” exhaugt
ctacks and aircleaners which are snapped off as the equipment is lifted
There was no equipment damage during the entire airmobile operatio
a truly unique ezperience. At the LZ, equipment such as the front.
gection of a road grader or a prefabricated bridge must be placed within %
two or three inches of the proper location if excessive jacking and prying;
is to be avoided, Genecrally, the heavy lift helicopter pilots were found.;¥
to be noticeably more concerned about the placement of their cargo than'
the medium lift helicopter pilots, due in part to improved pilot vigibility
and the increaged comfort afforded by the cover of gunships in the im<
mediate area, Throughout the operation, additional aviation support
including C&C and logistic aircraft are rc uired to support the require
mert for continual observation of the broad front upon which the air- -
maLile engineer battalion normally operates. ‘

As in any airborne or airmob

G. (U} LOGISTICS
The diversified riaaponsibilitiea of the numerous levels of logi_st.i.
support of Operation LAMSON 719 coupled with the paucity of transpor

.- .
-




eers throughout the*oper'-'

______ uppl ?%}:‘mdtiple locations by given
dates met neither the gmdellnes Taid oul 'the’OPORD nor the declared
changes published by "word of mouth" ag the. “r tion developed. . On = )
day D-5 the FSA was furnished the requirement'to pply. 6000, ga.!lons
of diesel fuel at Khe Sanh for Task Force 326° a.nd 27th Engineer Bat-
talion berinning on day D+5, Sufﬂcient ‘fuel was not available for the™
engineer equipment until day D+14.  The insufficient fuel supply’ cauled v
equipment to cease operations on two separate occasions, Additionally
TO&E shortages and the nonavailability. of additional construction equip-

their portion of the operation at Khe Sanh on day D+l7 with the same =
equipment they had on hand on day D- 17. - _ I

H. (U) COMMUNICATIONS 3

From its inception, the airmobile d.wiamn was intended £ he deploye
40 kilometers or more over any type of terrain. " To provide for con-
tinaous FM communications when conducting this type of deploymen.t,
32-ch¢.nne1 airborne, automatic retransmission station in a C7A aircr:
25 desizred to be deployed in a convenient location to provide airbor .
r;l..y for ezzential communications- with lead elemc.m:s. A second"wi ens
tical aircraft was equipped to provide redundancy and- round-thc-cloch
operation. Since this type of airborne relay station’ was not available .
two FM voice relay stations had to be positioned and maintained by the:.
326th Engineer Battalion (A1rmobile) s Due to the low cexling on D—_Jay. 3
positioning of the north rnmost relay was not possible, thus necessitatin
the employment of an airborne relay in an OH~6A to insure timely re(:eipt'
of repair parts for the unusual airmobile engineer equipment. The: short-
age of all types of comrnumcation equ1pment throughout the aperatmn R

ion resulting in a general decreaae in efﬂcmncy.
. (U) fSUMMARY
was conducted in 1969 during the construction of the Gerger airfield in

the A Shau Valley, Since that timie much of the airmiobile expertue
within the battalion had been lost,




{go i ';Eﬁ‘;ﬁt -ioxiffg the ARV'N
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COMBAT INTERVIEWS .~

OPERATION LAMSON 719
This annex contains transcripts of two taped interviews witl-xlthe
Commanding Officer, 2d Squadron, 17th Cavalry. 'These interviews
were con.’icted on 20 February and 6 March 1971




1 ama have goné: through
and are . ith infintry tactice and weapons.
mplementation of Operation LAMSON 213, XXIV Corps.
believed there were in excess of 42, 000 eneniy aold] 4 in'the area of
operation in Laos, 10, 000 of the 42, 000 being cc .and the
other 32, 000 being support tr
as the first day we crossed

, in.!'a.ntry units, regiments

_ _ e.  The first Une oF 3
defense seems to be -long route 92 B and 92 C. Involved in these division
elements that have moved forward seem to be the 308th Nva Diviejon'and
the 304th NVA Divigion. There also have been moverments from the south
by the 812th Nva Regiment, and the 29th NVA Re rating
on the ARVN units out in Yaos. _ : ;
at the time of going across the border, coneisting of 200
‘graft poaitiom which included 23 + 57mm, 37mm, and (
craft guns, but not the 12, 7mm, and the 14.5mm weapons, 1n¢
that the information provided by the Air Force was valid. They hada
weapons were. We Luive found our
mrn, but from the -
humerous 12, 7 machine guns, which are located thrpnghout the area o
operations. I don't know how many 100mm's they Bave out there. - Th
locations for most of the 12. Tmm's were not available before we went.
in. However, we have found them to-be employed around 37mm's for.
Protection and all along the high ground along the roads, Particularly j L
#outh of the DMZ and across the border into Laos, which obvioualy show
their interest on royte 1032, The 308th has not been involved in e
Operations against alljed forces now in almoast three years,
been Hanoi's palace guard. They are extremely well-traine
disciplined combat force. The 304th operated last year in Northern:
Military Region 1, Primari
Sanh plain area,
the area and actually neutralized their effective combat force,
NVA Regiment infiltrated earlier in April and May. The 9th N
infiltrated in July. The 66th has ' 'y
they left in Septemb » Went'back up and got .
Y are coming down to
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p with their sister regiment; 24 B w.
gince last summer. This has been i1
area. 'The 24 B Regiment never did co
out in Laos all year, I think they wer _ e
in Laos, and they were just about the only in y un
be out in Laos just across the border. “Now there are two othe
of the 308th NVA Division. It appears that the complete 308th'NVA
Division will be in northern Laos, if it is not already, by the'e
week. So we have two units operating in Laos, both of thern combs
effective and well-respected enemy divisions,  In'addition o iat,”
I mentioned a few minutes ago, we have the B12th and the 25th from:
Military Region Tri-Tinh-Hue, moving from the south. We also have,
out to the far west, the 2@ NVA Division from lower Laos and Cambodi
which moved up prior to the operation and now seems to be moving some
what in ur direction. ' e : SN A

.

B, WEATHER

The weather should be In our favor. We are still under’
the influence of the NE monsoon with winds primarily coming from theg
MNE, bringi g low clouds and drizzle in eastern Quang Tri Prm'.r‘ :
However, here at Khe Sanh the weather is traditionally better, and:
ghould improve as we go further into Laos. This is one of the reaf
why we are operating out of Khe Sanh. The weather will be.better
we station out of Quang Tri. We could have had our TOC and Al
troops back at Quang Tri, but there might have been daye that we
couldn't get out 1lere. We couldn't start operating out in Laos untfl 2y
late in the afternoon, whereas here, if it is foggy it normally break up;
sbout 1000 or 1100 hours. Also refueling and rearming canbe % .. s
accomplished here and conirol of our Air Cav troops is better from*
. this command location. That is why we have such a concentration of:
aircraft out here rather than at Quang Tri. However, we have maintain

one troop back at Quang Tri just to disperse the aifcraft.

€. TERRAIN

Ag far as the terrain goes, as we get further out into -

Laos, it is primarily high plateau region that slopes to the west, -.T
ig some rugged terrain in the NE corner of Laos as it meets the be
of the DMZ. However, most of the terrain isn't as rugged as we are
L g A
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used to"w'c'u":ﬂngf‘.; h down south {th the hig ¢ mountaippa;k;, thgé -
valleys and triple canopy.. -Most: of the 3 anop) ':isﬂ_nq!;_-p_re'lent In:v oo
Laos. They have double cancpy and a lot ‘elephant’ g!;a_iah-'in some.

areas. There is tripple canopy, but not as exteneive 38 we are used -
to. What we want to describe is the .

“fact that we went up agsinat a
sophisticated enemy in a base area over here where he was able'to "+
employ a good communication system with Sne weapons, well-trained
personnel and antiaircraft capabilities. _

. (C) OPERATIONS ( Licutenant Colonel Molinelll)

A SITUATION

-

The Forward Air Controllers have come up on the radio on |
geveral occasions and run us out of areas that we were working in ¥
and said, "It's just too bad-~too hot in there." This is reported

to be one of the heaviest antiajrcraft areas in all Southeast Adfa,
heavier than anything that was kiown in the 2nd World War, Now what.
I'ra really sayieg is that we all came up here with a lot of expectation:
:iepidation. Ve have alvioz gkt thet the helicopter could gurvive ;

ir. modlam to high icte.city warfare sgainci sophiszicated-weapoﬂs’_,_\-g‘lven.i*
air superiority and TAC air support, and I really think that we TGLFGA:P!‘;D:_.&
V7o nt in against those 12, 7mm!'s 23mm's, 37mm's, and 57mm's which
~rere not too bad in the southern part of the arcs of operation, but'the. 3
rortion up =re in the rorthern area was reputed to be the worst in alliy

' I Southeant Asia and the heaviest fire of anyplace, including the anti= %
aircraft dafenses around Hanol. So what they saw after we stopped bomb
ing up north was the movement of the antizircraft unite into Southern
Vietnam and the southern portion of North Vietnam in the Tri border

areaz which is were the ARVN Rangers are now. There are a lot of -
people who say the helicopter cannot survive that type of an envi
but we are looking at pecple who have survived it and we have learned &

of lessons in the first iour or five days of working out there. o

-B. AR CAVALRY TACTICS.

I would like to go back and discnss our losses isolating .
each one, and try to figure ont what we could do and couldn't.do, :
starting with day ope.’ We received intense 12. 7mm, 37mm, and 57r

;
i “
.




atiatreraft fire up there around the ARYN. 3

of there the first day. Wegot a lot of aircrilt hits

the totals--a lot, probably ¢ sht or ten thltda.y. ‘

taree aircraft that day. So let's atop and isolate

see why we lost it. We lost one UH-1H, from a new troop
up from the south, who wae orbiting at 1700 feet indicated and'the
terrain was running 1100 to 1500.. They just knocked him out of the:
oky, crashed, burned, two killed, two recovered. The two that WeTe
killed were hit with small arms fire before they crashed, they didn't
even get out of the ajrcraft. That't a pilot error right there.” He.
ought to k. w better than that. Now let's take the next one we lost, "y
a2 LOH and a Cobra. The LOH was dolng a recon at treetop level, ‘most
all day, and was getting along fine and the Cobraa were taking a beating
from the aptiaircraft fire and shrapnel hits. 'No direct hits from i
37ram's or 57ram's., The LOH was going down a ridge at treetop level,
which is what he is supposed to do, pulled off to the side of'the ridge,";
tiowed up and looked back to see what was back up under there.’
was kmocked down with small arms fire and 12. Tmm's. He knows
L-' ar thap that, this is a pilot error. We had to get that cﬂrew'ouft.‘
A bhrw wont to recover him and he was shot down the same way, "
cxce ¢ he kuew he was going agoinat it and they knouked him down.

- o ciser Cobra ou’ of the team went in right where the LOH wag Ryl
cnmmed cn the brakes and droppcd down and picked up the LOH'cre
Tioy rode out.on the rociet pods, The Ul-1H that was out there went:
i, 1r.er 1o vel like the LOH pilot was flging. - He got th, extracted the 4
Coira crew, and took a few hite coming out." He had them on a 60’

s 130 f.ot rope, with a McGulre Rig. He was in there about twenty -~
riuutes and survived. They couldn't hit him because he was L
down in a hele, As we look at those three lossees we see they are the:
results of pilot errors. You don't tell a pllot this when you are -7
ai:re to bim about his tactics, but they are really pilot errors.’ Some
thing we know better now,” We did get some sharapnel damage from’'the
57mm, but we had no direct hits with the 37mm's or the 23mm's. L We
got quite a few hits with the 1Z Tmm's and small arms. Altitudes: one
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Mying high, ofe ank’
had theif own thing and had to figure out:h at they ..

. survived. NextIlost two Cobras in the Triborder area, just'a'th
roeters into Vietnarm. -They were knocked do th "1 fire - :
on & visual recorusissance, We sent themup there tc find'a regiment.
and they found the regiment. To determine sizé and location of the.

‘enemy unit they had to go in close which resulted in them drawing .
j~tense fire. One of them got hit, and went in with no survivors. “He
c.-ashed into the side of a hill. We put.a lot of air-on it, and ‘

worked the area over. While we were.waiting for more TAC air, W

went in to take a quick BDA. The LOH took fire,-the:Cobra rolled i s
and they hit him. He caught fire) coasted in'and we extracted the crey
Actually this was a normal recon mission. _'We were up againat normal
antiaircraft guna, We lost another LOH that was hit looking for the -
weadauartors of the antiaireraft regiment or what ever it is out there; "
Ha was hit and blew up in the air. It easily could have been a Iarge
caliber weapon from the altitude that we were flying. This ififc ~mation
came from ths troop commander's reports, We really think it ug an’
RtG. ¥le loat one other Cobra that was hit and crashed from 12, 7m B
fi~e. That's really a normal cperation, and dozsn't really differ |
we'ro cxperienciey in Vietnam in a low intengity environrnent... Th

sine that ls significant is that we were flying ina high risk area wit
.-l gattaireraft weapons that you would think would run: you ‘ut. %
iieoze of thete logges were by 37mm's or 5Tmm's.. . A

C. ENCAGING ARMOR WITH THE ARMED HELICOPTER

Ve have recently run into armor cut there, We have engaged

PT 76's cnd Soviet armored personnel carriers on a number of . .Y
cocogions. Qur criteria for destruction are to break it apzrt or burn it
we can't call it destroyed. We have damaged armored pcrson.nell-carxji:e“‘;
ard about three other PT.76's that we have engaged, These PT 76's s
were active. All but one of them was moving, and they were employ-

ing their organic weapons systems. They were alao protected by a
croasfire of 37ram's and 12. 7mm's on a ridge. We were flying low, -

the 37mm's didn't have any impact on the battle, but the 12. Tmm's. .
r=ade it very difficult to get in there and engage. We still didn't _
kave our high explosive anti-tank rockets. We damaged them and blé
chunks off them. We clzimed destruction for cne or two. Then, -
feeling pretty good and thinking we were getting wise, I had information




see if they could engage this armored ‘

and incidentally when they moved in that dire \ L
into the high intensity antisircraft-area:: ‘I‘hey cngaged thq‘hnknwifh
‘canvential weapons. 1 don't believe they even had a 20mm with them.
They blew big chunks off it, and stopped it dead in its tracks. _,The[ -
were taking fire from it and when they got through with it they - ,
were not taking fire; it was storped dead. They actually saw piecelx
of it break off and go ilying. ﬂn'msg'h the lir.' :We brought them back hexe:
and debricled them, I told them that we expected to find PT 76'-.
When we debriefed the pilots they 'bega.n to talk about the drums
mounted on the outside, I wag sure that we hadgiven them the. wro-ng
information and I got them to find the picture: of the tank in our -
Soviet h:mdbook. It turned out to be: 2 .,.:det T34 I L fu.red it ml_ i

f.“'at en,.,agcment with a helicapter against enemy a.zmor in combat. .
V/ith conventional weapons vi2 have either: da.maged or de*"‘ Oyed over)' n

wea kave [sund and haven't lost an a!.ra..raft in doing so. 1t is very .

Limtfennt that wo destiey I ¢ with the Cobra which is an extremely
nzemhisticated wr.pen compared to samethlng like the Cheyenne w:ith

& LCW micsile with stability -ystetns andan: nutstandlng"".“ \rin

Zurrx. 1 think thia kaa apnlica*ion all over E:trope. The fact f.hz

we ¢AD engage armor and stop it. ' X

“-“ing acl, but we have yet to loseran a.ir::ra.ft ‘to an enemy ta#ik and .
ve kave stsoped the tanks, That is the part that we need to expound upon

D. COCRDINATION AND COOPERATION -~~~

TAC AIR AND ATTACK HELICOPTERS

Also, there is a’coutroversy between the attack helicopter ..
or air weapons platform and TAC air, 1! think it will go on. One -
point tiet I think s very significant is that the TAC air pilot
cannet acquire targets visuslly where the helicopter can, except for
fleeting or soft targeta. The helicopter, at least the Cobra, does o




e e

not carry aufficient :ordnancey to d _ L
lave help. We have of course,. the controversy over the fixed wing, =
which would by its very nature, be gimilar to thé aircraft that are a .
aut there and that is not really what we need. We need attack o
helicopter we:.nons platforms to go out and sec for the FAC.: The
kalicopter ta! up that space of ;ground that the infantry unit- . - =
comenander ¢. itrols with the point of a rifle, out to that g-ound where.
12 FAC can put in TAC air, You've got to be cogrizant of minimum °
- ~ie distance of bombs. You can get TAC air in just so close, If
you talk to the FACS around here, there.is nothing they would rather
werk with th n the Cav because the Cav gets out, spots their targets;” %
maris them, and goes on to the next target. in a recon role, your
hegt bzt 18 Cav or a gimilar type organization with helicopters and &
FAC with a set.of fighters, It's the greatest game in the world., You'
just fly zlerg, find a target, mark it perfectly, let the Air Force SR
Lt it. You go in and tell the FAC what he got and you go to the el
~ext one, T you go on to the next target, and then come bacKand - :. .
tell Rim what he got afterwards. This is somsthing that ought to be. .’
ezscunded upon. It s something we ought to look into. It's a2
< =ivated vae of vour recon aggets with a FAC and TAC air.

B

,a_x:(-l targets ind_ has to

defeat many.h

=

T COMLIASID AND CONTROL v ICOPTER = ...~

The other thing 1 want to maite sure gels down is the E
Coprinnd end Control Aircraft with your recon unit. The Comunand and
Corntrol alrcraft Las three Fif's, two VHF's and a UHF, and he carriea’;
as sriiilery linizon officer with him. When we get out there, we're o
tiad into the Air Force or trcops we're worxing with, the uait on the -
ground, and the artillery cn FM. I'm tied into the FAC on VHF or UH
or scmetimen both, Scmetimes I talk directly to the TAC zir that's
comiz® in, I eay, "Hey buddy, you're short, long, left, right, get
it yp, dawn, yoa're getting fire, make your breaks the other direction,
miiy pemmard and control «lement permits us to simultaneously talk .
to ti.e ground troops, be resnonsive, eraploy the artillery, employ .
~unships, and employ TAC air, all on the same target at the same time
Tat's pomething that's hard to learn.” You have to get the FAC confid
of yuar ability to employ the artillery. Once he knows it's you, the tea
can pour the artillery in there, determine which w28 to come in - -
znd go out, or recomrnend which way to come in or out with the TAC airg
~r-u can swing the ARA or the gunships in, whichever way you want it to:

go. You can eraploy all your Cav, your ARA, your gunships, and your




TAC air all on the same target at the same
degire. -To bring massive firepower in on the target; and it is really
something we have to expc -nd upon and get down on paper. - This has been
our secret here, becanse we don't'car'r"j'rf_th__z‘g;’n;;‘;’;zdhﬁfiiq“-poﬁpfi-;__Wc' - o
account for half the kills around here in the divieion and everyplace,. We..
get half of the total kills anytime and these are only confirmed kills,. -~
For instance, one time we engaged the 9th Regiment in the ‘Khe Saph
plaing area and c .nfirmed 139 Klls. The ARVN's walked through ¥

the arca & couple of days later and confirmed 432 killed by L.alicopter.
Y’e could only sce 139 bodies. Thia co o

:'o'r_di'nated' use -of all our -fiergggg_fa
of all the firepc ser that's available, run by one man that is still
being responsive to the man om the ground--that's what makes raocney, - ¥




*# COMBAT INTERVIE

: SECOND INTERVIEW ~ -

The followiag document is a transcribed copy of a taped interview with
LTC Molinelli, the Commanding Officer of the 2d Squadron {Airmobile), "
17th Cavalry recorded at Camp Eagle 6 March 1971, o o -

Since we talked last time we have seen two armored columns: one of - -
oix tanks and one of eight tanks, One of them had troops with the . .
taplzs, and both were pratected by antiaireraft weapons. We engaged th
tanka with gunships to ten :orarily stop them and then turned the larget’
crer to the TAC air, It took between two and three hours to totally stop:
the column: however, they didn't get very far from the initial point S
of sigiting, and each tank was immobilized when TAC air completed the
rdesion. Our rule for dz=age is to blow chunks off of it. For dea- L
.=ucticn credit, the vehic must be blown up or burn, Wherg we did
zob repori the tanls that we engaged as destroyed we should have made
e to the fict that they were immobilized,  In view of this, -

i~

scme refzrent
we hove L-ck treckad and tried to debrief the pilots ccncerning what
Colin't i iy osigniiaant to rote that

voav saw, a6 wnud thoy S
arie are airict 60 thal we retein cradidiiity as 2 sood

tallieapce source, Tho olher morning the Air Force e Jaged eight™.
cported eigjhl tanks deutroyed. I belietve thay used the i
since they ctoppad the tania they destroysd them. A VR

[ L A gk
PRI oF WIS R 4

by the FAG and 2 VR by the Cavalry’did not reveal destroyed tanks - -
ion tho read, As a maller of fact, there were none. - SO now we bave
report that lists the Air Force destroying 60 or 80 tanks, and in
"ol cases w= do not kove the hulls to substantiate this. There's
chvicusly 2 discrepancy in the criteria for damaoge or destruction
hatv-een the services. I think we should all usc the 5: 1e criteria,
Allagedly we have had some ceatact with ground to air missiles since the
15 or 16 November 1970, We are of ccurse, aware of the RPG's and -
vre bave lost aircraft to the RPG's, but this weapon does not really |
£211 inio tha ground to air catsgory. On 15 or 16 November our pilots
remorted receiving five iaterceptors. -The [ire was not an RPG., It
1od a red smoke trail and left 2 definite trail in the sky which an
£2G does not, It showed no fragmentistion uf the warhead when it

vaam T

o
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exploded. The explosion wad not anyw ife near that of : O (P
was fired at the OH-6A's in the Rao La'River alley in extremely poor
weather. It exploded to the left and rear in most cases, We debriefed
‘the pilots and gent in reports. Since that time we've had other S

incidents, and some battle ‘damage where we haveaa.lvagedpie;ei of -
fragments and pieces of the sircraft that were hit and sent them to." " .

USARYV for evalua:ion. In Laos we have had several reports of ground '

to air misgiles, Onpe of them was a very large ground to air miasile.
The pilot reported it looked like a 500-pound bomb going the wrong ...
way. Then a better debriefing of it gave us a 2 1/2 foot missile ahout’

6B inchea in diameter. We have had other reports of esscntially the ™ x4

game thing beiry fired at aircraft, We have had the missilea inside .
Laos. We 2lsc have had a large number of airburste -..Laos and reporta
from pilots of being tracked or at least receiving beeping nojises on
their FM. Thoey assumed they were being tracked by radar and shortly .
thoreafier did receive an airburst. None of the missiles nor radar="" * -
ciracied guns have been significant in our combat, They don't provide =

£t grest 2 threat, We have received some shrap.¢l damage from air=-..

tarsis poisng ¢fl zround the aircraft, but they don't seem to get the -

.

ruege vors wil, o They uannlly (o0 beyond us and explode.

L~its Jook for a minute ot the fire basca'we have lost. We '105-'t-'f. i
i -w becaute we carc not able to resupply or there was ihadequate "
anznanition elorage on the fire base. Fire Base 30 reccived & direct.
11t on the ammaunition and the rest of the base just exploded and burned
&l ¢ay. Leason: the ammuaition wazen't underground (not all of it by
auy means). At the 21st Ranger Battalion fire base again we could .-
nct recupply and they & .d a number of wounded. We, in fact, just
corldn't get to it. . They were surrounded, but not everrun. Of
the four “ire buses we lost only ome was overrun. That was overrun
by armored vehicles during a heavy rainstorm when we couldn't get in:;
to srork on them. ARA i5 just about committed 100 per cent of the - -
time for the troop 1lifts going into and out of the LZ's and esgortof .
CI1-47's, and all contact missions. We have used very little ARA since;
we've been up heres, We could use ARA total capability every day all to?
ourselves, but it has't been available because they've been working.
eo herd with the Group on the contact missions. The question arises L
whetber their role 28 GSR to 108th Group is correct. They'ze.general.d
support reinforcing td the fire of 108th Group. Theoretically if you
want ARA you call the Group. For instance, if the ARVN have a_

.
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contact mission they call the Cavalry, ‘We pass the messags immediately
to ARA. 1f Group is going to make a lift they. call directly to ARA, U -
we need ARA we call directly to them. Also, it's beexf.'h;cbmmamded,ﬁ;:r{
or at least haa been considered, to have ARA attached to the Cavalry or-
some cloger relationship with it. This would malie ARA more Fespam= "
sive to our needs, but probably less responsive to the Aviation Grouwp..
Response to ARVN would also be increased, I dom‘t comsur with this g
because if you do that with the ARA then you put the Gav iaa diréct Are
support role, which is not their role. - I think ws cin ree from the di
that we were pulled off our primary mission of reconna. jance Lo pro=i
vide su :port for the fire bages that ¢ jeopardized the toal reconneissan
eifort. A good example is the day the ARVN were surprined by _t&a"_i:ai_:ﬁ
-t ov -rran Fire Base 31. We npottéd t.herﬁ._;?."idlometerﬂ' 1!1:. straight
1ips distance from the fire base six kilometers ariving. “They bad to ga
down, turn 2round, znd come back up. I believe the preper rola

C v i reconnaiscance of the area. We would bave caught thers g
12 Kilemeters away from the fire base and would have had a lot more;
Cme to eugase thorm and siop the colurmna. I belisve it emld Tave Dee
Cene, but wtolat paviiesliar time e were given ingiruciicny Lo @Iky:WILE
thie [rizndly troops, We werc trying to move 0L C./rarInay coan

it .re which fziled to mave for fwa or three days. ‘Providing thex
sorulied in our losing the reconrnissance capabiliiy to pick up-thos
tanks a lang way out, and stapplng ther: with helicoptera unddle Fore

e,
aircraft, Weather also hurt badly in reference to those tanks, ! BE

Let us discuss the role of the gunships in the ariation kaitalion,.
which has 12 AH-1G's. One company iz cach sttalion 43 an armed £8
helicopter company. This company escorts the UH-1H'e all day from
the tirme they take off to wherever they g0, until they refurm The: '
orobably fly more hours on their Cobras than zny other armed aircraf
unit in the division, and yet they report less productive el orts thn.ﬂfﬁf
anybody else. I question whether we need to escort our Uil-1H's liké.
that.” I believe the armed helicopter should te uzed in an ercort role
only where il is really required. This is normally the last HBve to
kilometers from the LZ when a UH-1H begins to degcond into rang
the smaller weapons like the 12. 7mm and 23mm fire. I believe tha'y
AH-1G's in the gur companiea could be used more productively U they
were pooled and zould be used for direct [ire support for the ARV
still provide the escort for those aircraft in those critical areas whe
they necd escort. Itake my UH-1H's 1nto and out of an LZ, Affer
they are on their own. I }mow where they are, and when I'expcc_t'
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@, to receive five. I do thesame thing ‘with'my 0l tigf},{if‘ I'm going'to " ::
' ~ut the HAC BAO Company (Black Paxnther Compa y of the 1st ARVN
‘nf Div) down out there to recover a downed

afrcraft, Ilaynch the UH-1H'S
end tell them to report to such and such a.point on such and such a head-.

D ing. 1 then pick them up from that point,” and escort them into the LZ. ::
e Once 1 got | »m cut of the L.Z and back up to altitude I send them on home
] | without egcort. 1 can't afford to escort: I wonder if we really can in the *
‘ cviation batialioas.  Ancther point that should be stressed is the number:
‘ of aircraft 173t up there and the type of damage sustained, Let'a go:
pi§ : back and look at it and be honeat about whore and why the damage was:
R gratained, A large mumber of cur ajrcraft that are destroyed (1 would"
g crtimate betwean 30-40 per cext of our UH-1H losses and Hook losaes) -
j; 2o 1uat in the LZ's to small arms and mortar fire. An aircraft will

rezcive frazments from a mortar or indirect fire attack; and-land on
o fire base for precautionary reasons. > Sooner-or later tae.thing will
be dastrored. We report thiaz as destroyed aircraft.’ People think that.
iy were xaocked cut rf the Xy with high or mid-intensity antialrcraft
Gre. e are not really taking the time to be exdct, We muat take that™
time to he exast and sy what we have loat to antlajreraft fire, and what:

pivothie LI o ool oman fivey We chould separé.te' the ™
sirevall into antlzireralt fire, small arms fire, and indirect

[ Y
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7 isis the LZ the door gunners fire into vshat the?,‘ft':a.ll-a._‘:“.‘hcjl‘."r' ]
~%ig is &1l right for the first aircraft, Lat the rest should not fire once’,,
f:ey pat close to ihs LZ. They sheuld wait until they come out of the 1.2
Cvnznding on the 'ite of tha LZ, the door gunner should stop ‘iring aon
335 or 466 metere out and shozldn't fire again until he is out of the LZ 5
, where he wen't get kis fire in tke wrong area. The door gunners ‘have pu
’ . 1ot of fire in an LZ. The {ir-i .irerait usually fires all the way into S
fl.e LZ. We uouzlly tell him whether or not he can,” The remaining :
aircraft must ceane fire on short final and not fire again until they coms
out. When they enter the LZ and receive [ire they get misoriented, -
excited, and don't hear or sec well. You musat listen to know where thi
{ire is comin~ {rom. You must know what type of fire {8 coming at yo
, A ot of tirmes we put people inlo an LZ, even when we expect it to be

; ko:, giviag thex: fire for fire orly because we want to know what {e in |

4 that LZ. The pilot and crew chiefs must hear the fire and where it is”
S located, They should be alle to say, "receiving small arms at 8 o'cloc
: at 209 meters, !’ and then fire so as not to produce friendly casualties.




So we have i ‘deﬁx;‘
fire aupport is dire ed. "I'he

support. - 'I'here in a. distinc&.lba
h".mcc.iately. 0

cv"” to da. : Hs would atn.be'hil p_
cuzsort anXI'v’ w:ps mcans t'hnt wc-do whﬂ‘_ :
deems necesgary, We alway- recommend;ta Him whe

Cav cuzht to be employed, 'ARVN have a-reasomabl
ercployment of Cavalry. The ‘problems we run ;
that we worked very closely with the 1st ARVN: Infantr .D 7
they have an image there that is good for re! ietions: bt snmét'
ficult for operations. When theymake contact: theymantth
T/e are there but preferably on the fringes, . We callfor JARAY arH]
and TAC air to give them that direct support," We: continue to do 6
job in reconnaissance. I think the lst ARVN Infantry- Division unt
stands this fairly well. General Lam understood, at: I'ean a.(tgir‘ e
gtarted, that we should not be tied to protecting units. . He) nﬂéi'at
certainly after Fire Baese 31,

understand the Cavalry very well at firet but u.nderstnnd 1t mA 1
now, At fArstthey looked at the Cavalry because of the wa tha;

There are other a.lrcra.ft for the direct fire aupport role,
the Cavalry for reconpaissance. I8awin eight. rlayu a cha
in the minds of the unit commandere aa.,a.ccepting the re ,

D-15. .
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