
.... iii l'Al'Et1Elll"''' 
it .pprex1a&tel¥ 181.5 hours on 24 Marllll:& 1971, a ho.vy sont te .. r_ c 'l'r .. P. 
Zd 01' tho 17th Cay ae~taotecl a larr;o 0Mll\Y terM 1. tho Yic1n1t,y ot owrdiJl&tes 
Jq> '748. 0.. aoeu.t aireratt WAS shot dO"'lII. 'Iho H.lnd scout airoraft _uvered 
to dotend_ tho t.te ot the f'1rat aircraft ani was .1.0 .bot dow. .l UB-1H 
atteaptod. to laJd oam.lIlts ot tho ae1'1a1 1'1£10 platoo. i. tho yio1J11t,y 1.111 was 
alllo .hot dowa. h ~lQ, attoapU .. to supra .. tho aroa, was Y1rtull,r c11atrored 
by tiN troa two .51 .al1bor run poliUc.l. .l 1'1£1. OOlllp •• wao alorted to awe 
Old tho 71Bt AeaOl.llt Hel100pter Coapa., whiah wao .upport1n« tho br1cl4e. were 
GIlt o. l' .eparate hpport aiasi.... I iuued a~ .lAM 01.11 on tho 0CIIIp0IV' UIi1 
tor aU aircratt to asSOlllhlo tor an _rpnoy ooab"t &IIll&ult. Witll1ll 2t a1mltea, 
tho .aUre nipt wu a.a_bled ud loiidad with troops. These trMp. were inaerted 
~ tho rioini t,y ot tho dowod &1roratt in tho tace 01' extr_lT lao .. V o-.y tire. 
'fbree of' tho l1tt .hips .uataUod disabURI hit. durillC tho iDlIOrUoa bllt .o .. ploted 
tho m.don an:! llapocl baok to B lied .t 1Ch. Saba to drop ort thoir W4IIUded. Some 
ot tho •• onw. OIYontull,r .bta1aod roplaoement ail'C1"att am. rej01Dod the ... Uc.. At 
abClllt the .... tu. that tho til'lt i_rUG. vas takill£ plaoe, a platooa 1'_ tho 4th 
ot tho Jcl oDOOIlntored oxtremoJ.y luIav oontaot ~ all area approx1a&teq 41 Id.lllJlleters 
away. It wa.. roiidiJ.y apparent that reinf'ol'08llent. were MOOUI.1'7 to pI'OYOnt ann1la­
UOD.Of' this small 1ln1t. Tile tl1cht vas eontutod am diverted in tho &1r to tho 
Pio»-up Z_ whore thor airlifted a platoon .iud ol.elll8Jlt ~to tho •• oon:1 contaot 
area. This was aooompl1shod under b.ea1l'7 tire. The troops in tho tirlt oontaot area 
were acain s. hoaTil¥ Oll£&&ed that it was MOIIsPry to rec11reot tn. tl1pt to rein-
terce the ll'OUlIi troop. wh10b were inserted earl1er. th1a waS aocollplished oxpodi­
Uev.sq am tho tl1&ht re1\teled, reamed, ani tho. returned to tho .. oom oontaot 
area to finish tho in:sortion there. ltf thh U .. tho crou.n:1 1'01'00 luId reached the 
dOWllltd aircratt in the tirst oontl.lot area, 8. tho tl1C;ht was oalled in to extraot 
tho dead am woun:1ed. Attar tht!' WaS OOlllpletod. they extraoted the oOllp&IV'. Tho 
hosUle tire was so hoa1l'7 that 6 CUllships were used oonUllOIlsq to 0_1' tho a1rcrJt 
,oina into ani oOllling out or tho Laniin& Zone. INn thOUCb 8v.ata1n11lC bits oach t1.lDIt, 
tho oro .... oont.1med ropeatl;y until all personnel were oxtraoted. O. hel1oopter, 
Rattler 11 ani orew, was partioul.&.rl¥ ltIQtsworthy. His llol1eoptar .... ta1Dod 80 ~ax\y 
hits that it waS l1ttorallT shot down in flames. Tho pilot •• ld.l.l1"Ia~. lUided tho 
burmJIC aircraft to a stream bod ani .at it dow in hob a lll&llner, that 110 •• was 
injured. Tho ontire tlight, thrOQghOll.t tho dq, domonstrated 00lll'&&0 an! a .enco 01' 

ur,ol'1Oy that credits tho United Statas AnI,y'8 a1mob1l1t,y oonoopt. It 10 d1ttioult 
to III1ngle out 1n:11Y1dual aots or heroi8m sinoo the entire tl1cht w .... oonUmou8 
heroio oldeavor trOll aornil'll Ull night. I roo_n:1 that evory ere_bert ilwolved j 

in this aoUon, be awaroed the Distinguished FlJrin& Cro8n tor his oontr1bation to an "" 
ottort that un:1oubtl,y averted two diu8ter8. ",-I 
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