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At apprexinately 1815 heurs on 24 Hareh 1371, a heavy sceut tesm frem C Treop,

2 of the 17th Cav centacted a large enemy ferce in the vioinmity ef osordinates

XD 6748, Cne seout aireraft was shot doim. The secomd saeut aireraft maneuvered

te detsrmine the fate of the first alroraft and wos alse shot dewm. A UH=iH
attempted te lami elements ef the aerizl rifle plateom im the vioinity amd was

alse shet dewn, An AH-10, attempting to supress ths area, was virtually distreysd
by fire from twe ,51 caliter gun positioms, A rifle compary was alerted te meve

ard the 71st Assault Helicepter Company, which was supporting the brigade, were

out en 16 separats support missiems, I issued ai: alart ocll en the company UHF

for all aircraft te assembls for an emergenay ocmbat assault, Within 20 minutes,

the entire flight was assesbled aml loaded with troops, These trocpa were insertod
in the vicinity of the douned airoraft in the face of extremely hoavy ensmy fire.
Three of the 1ift ships sustained disabling hits during the inSertiom but eempleted
the mission ard limped baok to B Med at khe Sahn to drop off their womnded, Some

of these orews eventually ebtaimsd replscement aircraft and rejoined the aotiom, At
about the same time that the first insertion wes taking pless, a plateon from the 4th
of the 3d enoceuntered extremely heavy contact in an aree approximately 40 kilometsrs
aways It was readily apparent that reinforcemsnts were nocessary %0 prevent annila-
tion.of this small umlt., The flight was contaoted end diverted in the air te the
Plokeup Zone where they airlifted a platoon sised element into the ssecomd aontact
area. This was aceomplished under heavy fire. The troops in the first eontaot area
wore again #e heavily engaged that it was mecessary to redirect the fiight to rein-
fores the groumd troops whick were insertad earlier. This was acoomplished expodi-
tlously and the flight refusled, rearmed, ard them returned to the secoml contact
ares teo finish the insertion there., Iy this time the ground force hed reached the
downed airoraft in the first sontasct area, so the flight was called in to extrast

the doad amd wounded. After this was completed, they extracted the company, The
hostile fire was so heavy thet 6 gunships were used oontincusly to cover the aircraft
going inte anl ocming out of the landing Zone. Even though sustaining hits each time,
the oreus oontimied repeatly until all personnel were extracted., Ome helloopter,
Rattler 11 and orew, was particularly noteworthy. His heliocopter sustained so many
hits that it was litterally shot down in flames. The pilet, sidlifully, guided the
burning aircraft t0 a stream bed and sat it down in such a nanter, that no onms was
injured, The entire flight, throughout the day, demonstrated ceurage ard a sence of
urgency that credits the United States Ammy's alrmobility eonoept. It is difficult
to single out individual wots of heroism sinoce the entire flight was ome oontimous
heroio exieaver from morning till night, I recomwerd that every crewmember, involved
in this aotion, be awarded the Distinguished Flying Crosa for his contribmtion to an “¥

offort that wnrdoubtly averted two disastars, ™
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