








gauges reading zero requested an immediate clearance to land from the Vietnamese tower operator. On shut-down they had 7 gallons "too much* fuel but were
now ready to goto work in Nha Trang. A few days later the other UH-1As arrived and Temperelli sent 2 to Qui Nhon, 160 KMs to the north. No one in Saigon
seemed concerned about the lack of JP-4 in Qui Nhon and all fuel allocation and storage points had to be approved by orders of President Diem, so Temperelli
moved one of his two 1200-gallon storage tanks to Qui Nhon and filled it with fuel flown from Nha Trang in 55-gal drums.

1962 Operations

The first casualty evaced by the 57th was a wounded Vietnamese soldier flown from an LZ near Cam Ranh Bay to the Vietnamese hospital in Nha Trang. The
irony of this act was the MAAG prohibition placed on the 57th again evacuating Vietnamese. Temperelli found this policy unrealistic since he was dependent
on the Vietnamese for radio communication channels since MACV had neglected to assign him radio frequencies. Anyway, the 57th was “in business".

By the end of June, the 57th had evaced only 12 Americans and 14 Vietnamese and it became clear that the coastal area of central Vietnam was not the best
location of a med evac helicopter unit. Saigon reasoned that the 57th had to be co-located with the 8th despite Temperelli's arguments that being located on
the coast wasted half of the operational radius since they weren't picking anyone up from the South China Sea! He recommendations that the 57th Med relocate
to Saigon were denied. Logistical support was an even more serious problem because the 57th owned the only Hueys in Vietnam at the time. Being a small
unit, in a remote location, with unique requirements, they were forced to send requisitions for spare parts to the US Army, Okinawa. When other aviation units
began receiving Hueys, they thought their supply problems would be solved; but nothing could be further from the truth. To their horror, they learned that the
combat aviation units were demanding what few remaining spares the 57th had!! Stories of the low helicopter utilization had spread and the other units were
near Saigon (and hence closer to the commanders). Finally in November when the ARVN planned a major operation into the "Iron Triangle" and several of the
new Hueys in the lift companies //this is an error, only the UTT had Hueys at this time// had faulty starter generators, they were ordered to deliver their 5 to
Saigon. Temperelli took the 5 starters to see BG Joseph W. Stilwell, CO of the Army Support Group, in Saigon. During this meeting the full range of problems
were reviewed: cannibalizing the 57th until it was now grounded, proper logistical support, relocating the unit to Saigon, that helicopter med evacing was still
in the “test phase" (much like the UTT for armed helicopters at that time). Stilwell presented an old argument that med evac helicopters ought to be transferred
from the Medical Corps to the Army Transportation Corps, which controlled all other Army helicopters in Vietnam. In the end Temperelli won the rights to
continue med evac operations in Nha Trang with the Medical Corps BUT with only one flyable Huey! So the end of 1962 were dark days indeed for a concept
that would ultimately become the much respected and very famous DUST OFF.

1963

There are many accounts of the 2 Jan Battle of Ap Bac, but the bottomline is that the VC "stood and fought" with these results: all but one the 10 H-21s and 5
UH-1B gunships received hits, 2 H-21s and 1 gun were shot-down and destroyed, 2 more H-21s could not fly after making emergency landings, 3 Americans
were killed (an Advisor and one H-21 crew member died and most likely could have been saved by earlier evacuation), 8 Americans were wounded, about 80
ARVN were killed and 100 wounded. One of the lift ships and the gun were attempting to rescue the crew of the first H-21 downed when they were shot-down
and one of the emergency landing H-21 was also damaged in a rescue attempt. On 16 Jan the 57th was ordered to move to Tan San Nhut. In Feb MAJ Lloyd
Spencer assumed command of the 57th and Temperelli returned to the States. On 11 Mar the 57th turned in their As and on 23 Mar was declared operations
with brand new Bs. In Apr, two Bs were reassigned to Pleiku and would fly 2 ship missions in support of the Special Forces camps for the next 3 months.
John Cook’s book outlines several reasons why the VNAF were, in general, “reluctantto respond quickly and effectively* to the increasing numbers of Vietnamese
med evac requests. Several VNAF pilots started flying with the 57th but these training missions had "little long-term effect'. As a result, the MACV prohibition
on US med evac helicopters supporting Vietnamese forces was routinely ignored and when VNAF refused to fly, the 57th picked up the slack.

The Origins of the DUST OFF Call Sign

John Cook’s book provides the following summary. "As 1963 wore on, the number of US advisors grew. THe 57th was flying many more missions than the
year before, but had notyet firmly established itself in the minds of the highcommand. Itstill had notactical call sign, nor adedicatedcommunicationsfrequency.
Most requests for evacuation continued to be passed through Vietnamese channels and the helicopters used any vacant frequency they could find. Since the
unit had no way of knowing what frequency they would be using, it was impossible for the advisors on the ground to contact evacuation helicopters directly.
The time lost in passing communications through Vietnamese channels was both precious and costly. People were dying because there was no frequency or
call sign dedicated to the 57th." Spencer visited the Navy Support Activity (the unit responsible for assigning radio call signs and frequencies), looked through
the SOI for an unused call sign and decided to try the name DUST OFF. It must have worked fine; because just a few months later when the National Security
Agency (NSA) decided to change all the call signs for all units in Vietnam, DUST OFF was assigned to the 118th. However, the 118th refused to use it and the
57th refused to give up their newfound identity!

Operations during the last part of 1963

The three Delta based 57th ships stayed busy. In Sep in one day they evaced 197 Vietnamese from 3 locations near Ca Mau during a VC assault on several
hamlets in the area. The last fight out was after dark and under enemy fire, but they didn't take any hits. By the end of the year the 57th had flown 1,485
missions, evaced 1,825 Vietnamese and 157 Americans.

1964 Operations

On 11 Jan, MAJ Charles L. Kelly became the 57th’s third CO and the DUST OFF legend would advance another giant step. In Feb the Pleiku detachment (headed
by CPT Patrick H. Brady) returned to Saigon and on 1 Mar, Det A, 57th (headed by Kelly) moved to Soc Trang. John Cook’s account continues; “Just as
predicted, the move to Soc Trang dramatically increased business for the 57th. The number of patients evacuated climbed from 193 in February to 416 in
March. Very soon, Kelly and his crews in Soc Trang were burning up the Delta. Some of the pilots were flying over 100 hours a month. They quit logging at
140 hours for fear the flight surgeon would ground them. It was during this period that Kelly began pioneering a new concept in medical evacuations - night
missions. Recognizing the need to fly the wounded out of combat as soon as possible, it was apparent to Kelly that night flights would save lives. Almost a
quarter of all evacuations flown during March were flown at night. The Delta, which was flat and level for most part, was ideal for night operations.

Still, the issue of dedicating aircraft for the sole purpose of evacuating wounded was not settled. Members of General Stilwell's staff were attempting to take
away Kelly's helicopters and place portable red crosses on other helicopters. In short, make any available helicopter a DUST OFF. The fact that Kelly was
achieving tremendous success apparently wasn't enough. Returning from one such meeting with Stilwell, Kelly called his pilots together and said, referring to
Stilwell, “That man is not our friend." He told them that the 57th was in for the fight of its life - the unit had to prove its value beyond a shadow of a doubt. Up
to this point, the 57th had quickly responded to any and all calls for assistance. Now, under the threat of being disbanded, Kelly went looking for business.

Night missions became routine. Kelly flew almost every night. He was determined to prove that he could cover the Delta - all 12,00 square miles. At dusk, he
and his crew would leave Soc Trang and head southwest for the marches of Bac Lieu, home of two signal units and a team from the 173rd AVN. Then they
would head southto Ca Mau, one of the original strongholds of the Viet Cong. From the forested swamps of Ca Mau, Kelly would fly south to Nam Cam, almost

SECTION XV - U.S. Army Helicopter Units 204






ever pilot training and technique paid dividends, this was the day. Small arms fire broke out immediately and several of the aircraft were under fire as they
departed that area to return for additional troops and reinforcements. All the aircraft departed this area but one. As the pilots looked back they could see the
cloud of black smoke and orange flames reaching for the sky and there was little doubt as to what had happened. Another, but undesirable first for the 57th;
the first aircraft to be lost to insurgent activity while on an operational mission." VHPA Member, Ulyses Lamkin, was there that day and said that Bob Sword
was the pilot and was “credited with an aircraft accident' and that maybe the Army was a little too proud to admit that he might have been shot down. Ulyses
believes LTC Stockton (of 1st CAV fame) and not yet helicopter rated was Bob's co-pilot. Anyway he got cut during the crash and was awarded a Purple Heart;
Bob just got an accident on his record!

24 December - Spec 4 George F. Fryett was reported kidnaped by the VC. The 57th and the 8th were jointly alerted to prepare to mass a large number of troops
as soon as the location of this American soldier was determined. No rescue mission was ever flown and on 23 June 1962 Fryett was released by the VC.

2 January 1962 - For the first time a large number of troops (1,036) were delivered into an otherwise inaccessible area. The LZ was no more than 300 yards
by 150 yards. The ground was soft and the zone was further confined by isolated trees and brush growing at random. Tall, towering jungle trees ridged the
area and the VC roamed at will throughout the surrounding jungle. The operation was conducted without incident.

10 January - The 8th relocated to Qui Nhon from Saigon which left the 57th as the only American helicopter unit for the Delta area until the USMC SHUFLY
squadron arrived.

11 April - LTC Archie J. Clapp's HMM-364 deployed to Soc Trang. This gave the ARVN and American commanders the capability of using more than 15
helicopters for airmobile operations in lll and IV Corps for the first time since the 8th had moved north.

19 July - For the first time 40 helicopters were used to airlift 480 troops to an area SW of Ben Cat. The 57th teamed with HMM-364 and VNAF for this operation.

24 July - By this point, the 57th had flown 4,583 hours in support of the Vietnamese forces, logged a grand total of 133,464 cargo ton miles and carried 51,358.
Flying as many as 850 hours per month they have added a new dimension to modern warfare.

Remember this "love it" or "hate it* discussion we began in the history of the 33rd? Well, Ulyses is in the other camp. He called the H-21 “the Army's secret
weapon" because "as they flew over Vietnam they dropped enough parts and stuff to kill everyone below". VHPA Member, Charles Reagin, who was with the
338th Trans at about this same time agreed with Ulyses on this point. He said “if you ever looked behind yourself in flight, all you'd see was a stream of parts*
but then he also agreed with Peter that the H-21 was really a neat aircraft to fly.

When asked about flying with the SHUFLY squadrons, Ulyses said the 57th and the Marines got along fine and that he was on several joint operations with
them. He said they were good pilots and their H-34s were more powerful and performed better than the 21s. Ulyses laughed that when loaded the 57th "always
flew attree top level because we couldn't get any higher and it was safer that way". He said the Marines were very interested in flying at about 500 to 800 feet
even though "we told them that wasn't too good an idea. After a few weeks the Marines were either on the trees with us or at 2,000."

Ulyses reaffirmed that the 57th spent a good percentage of its time during his tour training ARVN units on how to use the helicopter properly. "Most days we
had 2 ships here and 2 ships there training some unit. Then the next day we'd lift them to some practice area. They'd get out and fix lunch. We'd come back
in a few hours and they'd still be in the same place that we'd lift them." He remarked that even during "real operations" the same thing would happen all too
frequently.

23 June 1963 - The 57th was redesignated the 120th Aviation Company. About this time the unit started getting Hueys and Ulyses said many would cheer if
they "bent a 21" because that would be one less to fly.

HQ 57th Transportation Company (H-21) Association

The 57th Trans also has an active association and membership is open to anyone that was once assigned to the company or attached to it. The current
association president is Jim Tarrant who works with Maurice "Mo" Bone. "Mo" commanded the 57th some time before it was sent to Vietnam. For more
information about this association, that really helped VHPA pull together material for this Directory, write: HQ 57th Trans CO (H-21), P.0. Box 57, Bullard, TX
75757. "Mo" and Jim can be reached at the Maxwell Lumber Co, 903-894-7246.

81th Transportation Company (H-21)

VHPA Members Roger Messick, Raymond O'Cain and William Zensen were kind enough to provide material and information for their unit's section; but | am
sorry to say that | ran out of time meeting the deadline and could not complete this section. | will try to get the Newsletter Editor to publish this material.
Respectfully, Mike Law.

93rd Transportation Company (H-21)
Deployment Preparations 1961

The 93rd was previously stationed at Fort Devens, MA and on 15 December departed from Quonset Point, Rl, aboard the USS Carr. After arriving at Subic Bay,
Philippines Islands, the company transferred their men and equipment aboard the USN Princeton, the same ship used by the Marine HMM squadrons. The
H-21s were readied for flight operations.

The 145 CABVA, mentioned above in the 45th TR BN's history, published a history of the 93rd that was written some time ago. Most of the material that follows
was taken from that history. VHPA Member, Jim Thomas, deployed with the 93rd and has some neat pictures of them launching from the Princeton.

25 January 1962 - While still 10 miles off shore and in less than ideal weather (it was monsoon season), the 93rd flew off the Princeton and landed at Da
Nang. While this was a routine Marine operation and while other H-21 companies had practiced this in the States, this was the first (and may be the only) time
an Army unit deployed from a carrier in this manner and so far from shore.

1 February - The 93rd was operational within 6 days. They, like the Marine SHUFLY squadrons that followed and were also based out of Da Nang, supported
the two ARVN divisions stationed in | Corps and the numerous Special Forces camps that still existed at this time along the Laotian border.

The H-21s rapidly became “the pack horse of the Vietnamese mountains and jungles" flying dangerous supply routes that a few months earlier took land parties
to negotiate. Soon the helicopters’ crews were much at home shuffling equipment across the mountains. Loads varied from howitzers attached to slings riding
below the ships to disassembled parts of two bull dozers which were flown to a U.S. Army Special Forces outpost to build an airstrip.
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