
Dear Mr. Roush: 

I trust you will be able to use the enclosed material. Both the "after 
action statement" and "graduation ceremony booklet" are copies of my 
originals and are yours to keep.~ 

I was the assistant operations Gfficer for the 281st AHC during the period 
of action stated in the after action statement. The statement does not 
make mention that WOl Robin Hicks carried WOl Donald McCoig's body from 
the time of being shot down in the LZ through the action of the night and 
the next day until being extracted from the LZ. I know the U.S. personnel 
on the ground were in continous contact with the enemy and receiving small 
arms an mortar fire during the entire time on the ground. 

Please feel free to call me if I can be of further assistance in your 
effeorts for the VHPA. 

Best Regards, 

L~ 
Ken Kunke 
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STATEMENT 

---_._--------

following is an liLccount of combat aviation activities of elements of the 281 st 
Assault Helicopter C~pany, Marine Air Gr6up 36 and other specified aviation 
e~emen, ts while in sup, port of Project I~,$M",' , iB" i:tPt,' ua ,Thien PrOvince, Republic of 
Vl.etnam,on· 29 and 3<D March 1968. The ,&. ,s'·described herein are characterized 

,', ' .. ~~>" :<J,"',:,:"",.J;. ,,' " ' . 

by repeated, conepicuous acts of gallaritryfitif,the,airerewmen in"olved and were ' 
w1tnessed;by the undersigned,the AirMiesion';Comine,ryder.. " >m ,'.~,. 

,At 6930 hours, 29 March, Project .Delta had scheduled a c6~bat a.ssaultc~PQsed.;)~),;·,; 
'0'';''''·;';'''.of two companies of anARVN Airborne Ranger Battalion, one reconnaissance team and 

, bomb damage asse$sm.ent platoon int.o a 1andingzone westof.,J:fue '~B8i •. ' ,,", 

, 
I , . ' 

"/ 

'. ~ , 

Participants in the lift were a Command and Control helicopter (Intruder 26), ,a 
medical recovery aircraft (Intruder 227), five UH-1H lift helicopters (Intruders 
113, 127, 129, 135, and 228), and a Ught armed helicopter section (Wolfpack 35 
and 33), of the 281st Assault Helicopter Company; four CH-46 lift helicopters 
(Space 1-5, 1-6, 1-7, and'1-8), and one light gun helicopter section (Scarface 
81 and 82) of the Marine Air Group 36. The plan was to lift the major po~ion of 
the ground element to the landing zone in two lifts keeping the gun section on 
station for both lifts. The plan for entry into the Isnding zone was two flights 
of two each UH-IH's, a single UH-IH, and single CH-46 flights with, 45 second 
separation between each flight. The Command and Control, Intruder 227 and the 
Wolfpack gunships were to proceed the troop lift by five minutes in order to , " 
"prep" and mark the la,nding zone. The Scarface section accompanied the lead flight 
of the first lift. ' , 

Preparatory fires on and around the landing zone consisted of a B-52 bombardmen~ 
approxima,tely three hours before the Jift off and fighter bomber strikEl'S _ ",_" 
immediately prior to landing zone time. 

The first lift into the landing zone went as scheduled and without incident except 
that Space 1-5 and 1-7 reported light weapons fire from southeast of the landing 
zone during take off and the Wolfpack section reported small arms fire from 
southwest of the landing zone on their breaks. 

While waiting for the second lift to arrive at the release point the Scarface 
section reported they were low on ammunition and didn't believe they would be able 
to remain on station for the entire Uft. The lead flight of the second lift 
reported apprOximately five minutes out of the landing zone and Wolfpack 33 
reported being .hit and broke out of the gunship pattern. Wolfpack 35 covered his 
break and escorted hi, .. away from the area. After gaining altitude Wolfpack 33 ' 
reported everything ap~eared to be OK, that he would continue to provide euppre~ 
sive fires for the lift, but that he was also very low on ammunition. The gtUi'1:~::\' 
,.,attern was reestablished and the second lift began. ' "c'!"'"F' 

Intruder 113 and 127, the lead flight, entered and exited the landing zone 
without incident. Intruder 228 and 135 were the second flight and on final 
approach 228 was observed making an abort. 135 continued into the landing zone 
and landed. 228 after aborting reported that he had taken ,fire from directly 
below the aircraft en short final, that he had injured personnel on board and 
requested clearance to evacuate the casaulties. The clearance was granted. 
Intruder 135 continued to sit in the landing zone and I observed the aircraft 
shutting down. Intruder 129 had arrived at the release point so I directed him 
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.. ,to the .east of the approach path utilized by 228 and 135 and advised him to recover 
·the crew of 135. By this time the gun sections reported all ammo expended except 
door guns. Intruder 129 reported exi Hng the landing zone with an wounded pilot 
but that the crewchief of 135 was not on board. Since 129 had entered and exited 
the landing zone without receiving firEl I directed the Space flight to utilize 
the same approach and departure route. Space 1-5 entered and exited reporting . 
light fire, Space 1-6 was hit on final, aborted, reported injuries on board.and .. , 
was cleared to return to Phu Bai •.. Spac:e l-7 was directed to. alter his a·pproach •.•. 
reported receiving fire on short final but landed in tIE landing zone. Space ...... . 
1-8 was close behind 1-7, landed, advined 1-7 that he was losing fuel from the 
tail pylon at which time the 1-7 crew abandoned the aircraft and bearded Spac'3. 

.1-8. Space 1-8 exited the landing zonEl and reported that the Space 1-7 crew as 
well as the Intruder crew chief were on board. 

At this time Wolfpack 33 reported taking hits but would attempt to fly the 
helicopter to the Forward Operating Bane. Wolfpack 35· reported that he had 
expended all ammunition and would accompany 33 to that location. Since the 
second lift had been eompleted all renuuning aircraft were directed to return 
to the Forward Operating Bsse to assesn damages, regroup, rearm and plan the third 
lift to coincide with recovering the two dmmed ru.:licopters. . 

Aj::proval for utilization of recovery hEllicopters delayed the station time for 
the third lift until 1530 hours. When we were advised that the recovery 
helicopters were enroute and would rendezvous in the area of the landing zone 
the third lift was la.llnched. 

The orgnnization and plan for this lifl; was as follows: 

a. The C=and and Control Helicopter (Intruder 26) and the medical recovery 
l:slicopter (Intruder 227) would carry, in addition to the regular crew and 
passengers, sufficient M4A2 smoke pots to blanket the western side of the landing 
~'):l"l and the plam1ed approach/departurE) route. A heavy gun helicopter section 
(I'iolfpack 35, Scarface 81 and 82) would accompany this flight to the landing zone, 
establish a South - No.th orbit and supj::ress on the south, east and north sides 
of the landing· zone. 

b. Following this flight Wall to bEl Intruder 228 carrying the USMC nudntenance 
a~d recovery team and Intruder 127 carrying the Intruder maintenance and recovery 
crew" 

c. To follow the insertion of the nudntenance/recovery crews would be the 
third lift consisting of 2 UH-IH lift 13hips (Intruders 113 and 129) and two 
single aircraft CH-46 flights (Space 1· -5 and 1-6). 

ti. Following the third troop lift an extraction of the downed helicopters 
would be attempted, then the nudntenance/recovery crews would be extracted •. 

e. Preparatory fires around the landing zone had been in progress in the 
form of TAC Air Fighter Bomber sorties since the second lift had been completed. 

Upon arriving at the landing zone the heavy gun section established the desired 
'~ orbit which necessitated making their outtound breaks dir-9ctly over the landing 

zona. On the first pass over the landing zone Wallpack 35 reported heavy automatic 
"rpO~f)ns fire comiP" ... -~- ~,.,~ ·.·pd. side of the landing zone. Six smoke pots had 
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been diposited along the western side of the landing zone and the desired "blanket" 
was beginning to form. 

I cleared Intruder 228 and 127 into the landing zone with instructions to off 
load their maintenance teams load wounded members of the ground element aboard and 
exit to the south. After sitting on the landing zone for some time 228 reported' 
that no wounded were heing loaded but 127 reported that he had several wounded on , 
board. I advised both aircraft to depart immediateq. 228 lifted, startednOI~h;;;;;' 
then broke right and exited the landing zone on a southerq heading. 127 coriti"nuecF;', 
strai2ht out to the north - northeast."',,;:;' 

Inimediateq after observing these two aircre,ft depart the landing zone the 
ground commander reported they were receiving B-40 rocket fire from the north -
northwest at a range of 175 - 250 meters. This information was ~onitored by 
Wolfpack 35 and he immediateq adjusted the gun orbit to engage this position. 

Realizing the landing zone was net sufficientq secured to warrsnt a recovery 
attempth of the two downed helicopters I cleared Intruder 113 and 129 into the 
landing zone with instructions to retrieve the two maintenance and recoYery 
teams. Intruder 113 responded immediately advising he was turning final, At 
this time I observed a single UH~IH on short final and believed it to be 113. 
This helicopter la,nded and shut down, I queried 113 a,bout his problens and he 
responded by statine that he and 129 were still inbound on final approach. I 
established visual contact with 113 and flight, then relized that another 
helicopt~r had been downed. I cleared 113 into the landing zone with instructions 
to bring the downed crew out along with whatever recovery personnel he could carry 
and directed Intruder 129 to break out and return to the south. 

Intruder 113 landed on the landing zone in close proximity to the downed , 
helicopter, reported that it was 228 and stated he was wai tin& for the crews ' to' ' 
board before departin~ the landing zone. 'Realizing that 113 could not possibly 
retrieve all aviation personnel then on the landing zone I cleared 129 inbound 
to extract all remaining creWmembers and maintenance per sonneI. 'Intruder 113 , 
reported departing the landing zone,wit.h all crewmembers of 228 plus the Intruder 
maintenance teom. He fUrther reported heavy fire upon ex! ting the landinc zone' 
but had not been hit. ' , , 

Intruder 129 landed in the landing zonel, waited for some time, reported tha.t he ' 
had no USMC recovery team in sight but that a wounded man had been loaded. I 
cleared him to depart the landing zone and proceed with the medivac. Upon 
departure 129 reported receiving fire from west of the landing zone. 

, .. 

Wolfpack 35 had altered the gunship pe,ttern in order to place maximum 6uppre,s-
sion on the western side of the landing zone so I cleared Space 1-5 inbound with 
instructions to retrieve the USMC maintenance team. I further advised him to 
maintain c~lntinual suppression on the high ground west of the landing zone,with 
his .50 caliber door guns. 1-5 landed and reported the maintenance team \'fas , 
boarding. At this time I observed Space 1-6 approaching very fast on short final. 
I directed 1-5 to depart iI;unediateq, that 1-6 was almost on top of him,'and to 
give me a count of the number of recovery personnel he ha.d picked up. I observed 
Space 1-5 departing to the northeast, then my attention was diverted to the landing 

" zone where I observed Space 1-6 land e:x:tremeq hard, bounce back into the' air and 
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. come to rest 90 degrees opposite his original he.u.ng. The helicopter remained 
':upright but was resting on its belly. 

,,, . 
.;: 

. ··t,,' 

. ,Ii', .i" I had never received a reply from my qUElry to Space 1-5 and had not b. (len able to 
,. reestablish visual contact with this helicopter after observing him aprroximately 
" 100 meters northeast of the laIi,ing zonEl. I made another'transmission to Space 

1-5, received no answer and realized that he had probably gone down scmewherein 
the 'jungle growth northeast of the landing zone. . "'.c;> . .-/ : ,;" 

.;, .... 
The smoke screen had begun to dissipate on the western side of the landing zone ., .•..... 
by this time and the Delta Forward Air Controller W<JS preparing a flight of . 
fighter bombers to engage tar€ets west of the landing zone. Feeling that an even" 
chance exixted to recovery the crew of Space 1-6 I directed Intruder 227, the " " " 
medical recovery helic<Ppter, into the landing zone to recover this crew. Intruder' 
227 landed in the landing zone, reported three crew members on board and exited 
to the north. I observed 227 on take off, received a call saying '~Ire hit, hit 
bad!" I immedia.tely q1lleried "Who's hit and where are you?" The reFly was "This 
is 227, McCoig is on thecontrols, I can't get him off and Don't know whether I 
can control it or not!" I had been maintaining visual contact with 227, observed 
him in an extremely nose high right turn approximately 300 meters north of the 
lal,ding zone. I advised 227 to have a c:rewmember get the Aircraft Commander off 
the controls, to continue his turn and try to make it back tothe landing zone. 
227 reported thet he would try to make it but thet the eneine oil pressure had 
drop~ed to zero. I observed the helicopter return to the landing zone, land and 
shut down.' The 5<ll1section reported completely eXFended of ammunition so I directed 
them to return to the Forward Operating.Base and to conduct a search for Space 
1-5 on the return route. 

I remained on station for approxime.tely 10 minutes longer with the Command and 
Control helicopter While awaiting a report on the status of the 227 and Space 
1-6 crewmembers. While on station Int~ldersl13 and 129 rejoined me in the 
event further recovery attemrts were to be made. While on station a visual 
search was conducted for Space 1-5 in the area immediately north - northeast of 
the landing zone but to no avail. Uti~lzation of the TAC air had by this time 
relieved some pressure en the ground eL9ments. 

Just prior to departing the area to rea;:roup and organize another extraction 
attemrt of the downed crews and ground force casaulties I received word that 
Warrant Officer McCoig had been killed, the other Intruder crewmembers were OK 
md that one ~paoe l..,6·erewmember was ser'iously wounded. 

We returned to the Hue Fhu Bai Forward Operation Base under deteriorating 
weathel!' conditions. Ceiling and visibi1ity in the Phu Bai area was 500 feet and 
1 r:dle by the time the COJlIllland and Control landed. 

The Intruders had lost two mere UH-IH helicopters with one crew remaining on the 
ground. MAG-36 was knpwn to have lost one additional CH-46 with the crew still 
on the landing zone. 6p,.oe 1-5 was listed as missing. 

A recovery flight was organized to ettempt extraction of the wounded and dead, 
however before it could be launched the Delta FAC re~orted that low ceilings 
had sealed off the area. He stated that it would be impossible to maintain visual 
flight into the area. The decision was rendered to delay further recovery 
attempts until the wea~her improved. 4 
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Reports receiv"J during the night revealed that the enemy maintained continual 
pressure on the ground elements; engeged in frequent probine attacks around their 

· .. ;.parmeter an'':: graduallY reduced their combat effectiveness as reflected by the 
Ji1f<'mounting casualty figures. Also it was reported that elements of MAG-36 had managed 

.i!~:" . to break through the w~ather barrier and locete the survivors of Space 1-5. 
i::( However in the process'a Scarface gunship had gone down. Additional1;r a Space lr 1-6 crewmember died duting the night and another crewman was injured. 
v ----. --- I . - - -1_~-~-':,~-_' 

I!); Themcrning of 3<YMarcj'l arrived with 10\'1 ceilings and low visibility prevailing~:; 
Extraction of the groUl\l.d force with its mounting casulties could not be attempted 
until the weather brok$. ThroLghout th~, morning and ear1;r afternoon the' enemy ',,', . 
force maintained conti,ual pressure on the groWld elements. An NYA prisoner' .. 
was captured by the gr40und force during the day and his interrogetion revealed 

I 

i 
I that an NYA Battalion was me-vinE . toward the friend1;r position from the northeast. 

It arpeared as thouth total annihilation of the ground forces was a possibility 
to be ccnsidered. 

Marine Air Group 36 had advised that the,y would conduct the SAR attempt for the 
Space 1-5 and Scerfece crew and passengers. 

At approximate1;r mid-afternoon the weather broke sufficient1;r for TAC air to 
strike e.round the perimeter of the friend1;r elements. In addition artillery 
pieces had been moved into a position where they cculd provide sU]:'porting fire 
for the e:round force. Under cover of the TAC air and artillery fire the unit 
was able to start movement toward the sCiuth to another Itnding zone from which 
an extraction cculd be attempted. 

All available aviation support was requested to extract the unit, however by 
1700 that afternoon all that had arrived. on station were 3 Dust OFF helicopters 
from the 571 st Medical Co (Air Amb)# and two MAG-36 CH-46 helicopters. We were 
assured that a Scarface gun section wcu]rl be available to team up with the 
remaining Wolfpack gunShip so with this meager augmentation an extraction plan 
was formulated. The plan was as follows: 

a. The entire western ridge line, north and south of the landing zone, 
was to be blanketed by a TAC air delivered smoke 6crsen. In addition fighter 
bcmber sorties would be on "air cap" to suppress enemy resistance in that area. 

b. Artillery fire from FSB Bastogne woc.ld be utilized to suppress enemy 
resistance on the N-NE side of the ~ding zone. Helicopter gunShips would 
prcvide suppression on the southern and eastern sectors. 

c. The lift 
into the landing 
when necessary. 

helicopters were to make a contour approach frem south to north 
zcne utilizing vectors from the Command and 60ntrol helicopter 
They were to ex! t the landing zone alone the same flieht path .. : 

It was decided that complete extraction of all elements would be attempted with 
resources then available. Priority o!. extraction would be casaulties~ aircrew­
members then remaining ground forces. If heavy resistance was enccuntered during 
the initial phase an aJIlmunition and medi.cal resupp1;r would be effected and the 
extraction attempt would be cancelled. 

5 
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The flight was organized as follows: Intruder 126 (C&C) accompained by Intruder 
129, Dust ou 505. 62, 60, Space 1-5. & l_f 0 All lift ships except the Dust OU 
would off load at FSB 13astogne and return to the 12ndine zene fer additional lifts. 
The Dust OU flight would take their ca~ma't.jes. to Phil Bai and 'return to ~etogne 
to evacuate casualties from that location. Intruder 113 was prepared for the 
resup~ly mission. 

At lift off of the C&C flight the aircr!lft enumerated above were all that was 
available to attimpt t~isextremely diff.icult and hazardous operation. Even,' 
the Scarface gun section had not arrived and only Wollpack 3$ was available to··:;:·:X·::i::·.··· 
acco~pany the lead flight to the area. 

'<.:':'. '" 

With this limited sUpj:ort the lift began at 1 $20 hours: An hour and three minut~s 
later the landing zone' was cleared. thE! intervening period has become a blur in 
my ~emory. although if there is such a c:endition, it is a ''magnificent blur." 
During the course of the extraction elements from four diUerent units arrived 
on station to assist. The Scarface gun seotion arrived on station approximately 
five minutes <ft~r the beginning of the lift and Wolfpack 3$ worked them right 
into a suppressive fire pattern •. As the, Space flight lifted off the FOB Space 
1-5 reportEld that he n<DW had Space 1-7, 1-$ with him also. Additionally Space 
1-1 and 1-2 reported im to assist during the initial phase of the first lirt. 
J..dded lift sur port arrived on station d,ring the second phase of the lift, in the 
form of two UH-IH heli~opters, Typhoon J. and 2. Gun helicopter sUHort, Black 
Widow 1 and 2, 2 AH-IG Cobras, arrived to assume the sUj:pressive fire role when 
Wollpack 3$ and the Scarface section had expended. An "Eagle Claw" gun section 
also arrived while the "Black Widows" WE're on station but were held over FSB 
Bastogne until a time ¢ould be found to work them into the area. Intruders 113 
and 127 and Wollpack 3$ assisted me in c:onducting air tc air briefings of the 
crews and escorting them into the area elf activity. 

Th8 following is the best account I have been able to reconstruct conc~rning the 
events at the landing zone during the he:ctic hour plus of this extracticn. 
During the initial pha$e of the lift heavy fire was observed along the approach/ 
departure route and from the el.'.stern sector of the landing zone. This fire was 
quickly suppressed whem the Scarface section arrived to team up with Wollpack 38 
which was ooincidental with Dust Off 62 and 60 beginning their approaches. 
Sporadic fire was reoeived throughout the extraction, however quick target 
identification and rapid 'engagement exercised by the aformentioned gun section 
and the "Black Widows" eUectively nulUfied enemy resiste.nce. The smoke blanket 
effectively contained enemy elements along the western sector and no fire was 
observed from the N-NE where artillery fire was being placed. To the best of my 
recoUection all lift ships made two tri.ps into the landing zone with the 
exception of the Dust Off's, the last Srace aircraft (Space 1-2) .. and the Typhoon 
flight which arrived during the latter stages of the extraction. In addition all 
lift ships carried an ACL far in excess of that which was recommended. 

The last three lifts of the extraction, performed by the Typhoon .eJ.ernent.. and 
Space I-I, was made more hazardous due to the smoke screen moving over tbe landing 
zone and the approach/departure route o As the Typhoon flight exited the landing 
zone the Black Widow section reported ammo expended and were released from the . 
area, The Eagle Claw guns who had been holding over llaatogne had reported 
extremely low on fuel therefore could not be utilized in the suppressive role. 

6 

~-~---. ------.--------r------



At this time the grou~d element reported on 21 personnel left on the landing zone • 
. ,The next lift ship in line Space 1-1 with full knowledge that gunship support was 

",;!no longer available, l1eported he would attempt to extract all remaining personnel 
;(~:i'; if I could vector him 'through th" smoke to the landing zone. This was successfully' . 
,. accomplished and the extraction fron this arda was completed. 

I" '.~ 

Af>ll1.her note of iroIl$wasadded as we cleared the area to return to the Forward 
Operating Base • ....J3efoneclear1ng the Typhoon flight into the landing zone Ihad .. "T 
directed IntI'1lder .113 ,to offload his supplies at Bastogne and proceed to the,:;::!?';'; 
landing zone for a load of troops. 113 was not able to erri ire on station priQI<to 
Space 1-1 extracting lihe rEJmaining element so I reversed 113 and instI'1lcted llim'to 
begin ferrying troops :from Bastogne to the Forward Operating Base • While . 
awaiting a load at Bastogne, 113 report.ed the enemy had launched a mortar and 
ground attack against the fire sUHort base. This, coupled with darkness, 
necissitated discontirtuance of furthEJr flights into Bastogne thiri;. day and approx,~ 
imately 60 of the personnel extracted stood another enemy assault at FSB Bastogne. 
These troops were returned to the Forward Opera.ting Base the following de.y. 

As heretofore stated '\this action of 29 and 30 l1arch is characterized by numerous 
acts cf forthright heroism by the Ilircre.nnEJlIlbers involved. I was not an 
eyewitness tc ground force actions howElver reports indicate that the same degree 
of professionalism, courage, and complEIte disregard for personal safety and 'survival 
l-ms exhibited agair: and again by ground force personnel during their operations. 

As air mission cOlllma::der of the activities related above I cannot possibly 
express with mere 1~ords my apy.reciation and admiration for the displal's of 
forthright bravery, amd complu7,e devotion to successful mission accomplishment 
'.,:ffiibited by the aircrewmen in':-ohed in this action. Surely their performance 
1'::'::1ks high in the annals of ecmeat avigtion operations. Statistically it was 
:en extremely costly .... · )ration in terms of equipment and personnel lost. Only 
:,~-,;.e l-dll tell whether tZle cost 1.ras justified. 

I strongly feel that 6'rery cre1-nne:nber }.nvoh·ed in this action performed far above 
'"!lei beyond the call of duty. I reques!~ that each commander review the detailed 
actions of his crewmembers and submit recommendetions for the highest possible' 
av;ard deemed justified. I personally feel that every crewman deserves an 
award of the Distinguished Flying Cros:3 or equivalent recognition. 

AlthouCh it is difficult to distinguish snd seperate the decrees of heroiSm 
dis(l.ayed by personneil. invol';ed in thi:3 aCGio::! I feel four aviators deserve 
consideration for s;<al:'d of the DistinGuished Service Cross or its equivalency. 
Those being first of all 1-Tarrant Officer Donald B. McCOig, as Aircraft Commander 
of Intruder 227, when he, at cOIT.plete disregerd for his own safety, piloted his 
aircnft back into e. landine zonE- in ;·rci.c:t te he,d previously been downed in an 
attempt to recover fellow aircre~1 members., With full knowledge that at least 
four additional helicopters had met a similar fate, he landed, loaded the crew 
on board and received fS.tal wounds while exiting the landing zone. 

Secondly, Ivarrant OfficClr Robin K. Hicks who r3[ained control of the mortally 
stricken . helicopter after Warrant Officer McCoig hed been hit and returned it 
to the landing zone throuth a withering hail of eunfire. This action allowed 
thf' crewmen on board to ]J.p":c '.;p with friendly elements. 
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Third, Captain Montague ~ircreft Commender of Space 1-5, who remained on the hot 
lending zone lr",1g encDugh to load a mai.ntenance and recovery crew eboard and in 
order to preclude imminent collision with the trailing helicopter flew throueh 
heavy automatic weap¢ns firb in en unfiuccessful attempt to save his aircraft, 
crew, and passengers. 

Lastly, ¥12jor Sayes Aircraft COl!llnandeI' of Space' :".-·1 who, \Ulder conditions of 
almost zero visibility, without suppressive fire support piloted his helicopter 
into and out of the ext.r<:'.ction lending zone recovering the remaining 21 members 
of the beleagured force. B.1 successf\Llly extr~ctine these personnel, a number 
which approximated twice the allowcblE) careo load for his helicopter, he precluded 
the necessity of sub~ectine further ro.rcraft to such hazcrdous conditions. 

Attached as inclosures to this eyewitness statement/after action report is 
listin£ of participa.tin2 crewmembers. 

jll~~ 
BOBBY SINCLAIR ( 
Major, Infantry 
Executive Officer 

/ . .,. 
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29 March 1968 - 1st and 2d lifts 
". I • 

Intruder 26 

AC - Maj Bobby Sinclair. 

CE- SP5 James Leveille 

G - SP4 Lonnie Hann~h 

b. Intruder 227 

. AC - W0l Robin Hicks 

P - W0l Wendell Allen 

CE - SF5 Kenneth Embrey 

G - SP4 Lionel Wesley 

c. Intruder 113 

AC - lLT John Wehr 

P - W<Dl Kenneth Smith 

CE - SP5 .varren Hays 

G - SP4 Ronald DeLeon 

d. Intruder 127 

AC - WOl Carl Reitz 

P - WOl John Galkiewicz 

CE - SP5 Roy Bewley 

G - SP4 James Gillette 

e. Intruder 129 

AC - CW2 Calvin McDougal 

P - liLT rule Beltch 

CE - SP5 Johnny Hughes 

G - sP4 Michael VanDyke 



AC - W01 Donald McCaig 

P - WOl Norman Kaufman 

CE - SP4 Lovie Robb . 
, 

(} - SP4 Richard Schleher 

. Intrudez! 228 

AC - WOl Edgar Young . 

P _ WOI Frederick Shanhaz:.t'· 

CE - SP4 Larry Loudin 

G - SF4 Gary Nawnczik 

h. Wolfpack 35 

AC - WOl Lance Ham 

F - WOl dOhn FaYer 

CE - SP5 Corbin Humphriee~ 

G - SP4 Donald Creed 

1. Wolfpack 33 

AC - WOl Joseph Anderson 

P - WOl Charles OIDaniel 

CE - SP5 Daniel Digenova 

G - SP4 Donald Creed 

2. 29 March 1968 - 3rd Lift 

a. Intruder 26 

AC - Maj Bobby Sinclair 

P - WOl Thomas Miller 

CE - SP5 James Leveille 

G - SP4 Lonnie Hannah 

-~~--- .. -----.-------r-----
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Intrutler 227 

AC - WOl Donald McCoig 

P - WOl Robin Hicks 

CE - SP5 Kenneth Embrey 

..•. G- $1'4 Lionel Wes~;y 
:! . -,.' 

. Intru4er 228 
i 

··.AC - WOl Edgar Young 
I ._.' .. 

P - WOl Frederick Sharlhart 

CE - sP4 Larry Loudin 

G - $P4 Gary Naumczik 

d. Intruder 127 

AC - WOl Carl Reitz 

P - WOl John Galkiewicz 

CE - SP5 Roy Bewley 

G - SP4 James Gillette 

e. Intruder 113 

AC -.lLt Jr,hrdlehr 

P - WOl Kenneth Smith 

CE - 5&5 Warren Hays 

G - SP4 Ronald DeLaon 

f •. Intruder 129 

AC - CW2 Calvin McDougal 

P - lLT Iwle Beltch 

CE - SP5 Johnny HUghes 

G - 51'4 Michael VanDyke 
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g. Wolfpa¢k 35 

AC - W$l Lance Ham 

p - W0l John Fayer 

CE - SF5 Corbin Humphries 

G- SF/4Donhld Creed 

,·30 March 1968 - Extraction 

a. Intrud~r 26 

AC - Maj Bobby Sinclair 

P - Maj Donald Ruskauff 

CE - SP5 James leveille 

G - SP1+ Lonnie Hannah 

b. Intruder 127 (Recovery) 

AC - WO~ Carl Reitz 

p - WOi Joh~ Galkiewicz 

CE - SP5 Roy Bewley 

G - SP4 James Gillette 

c. Intruder D3 

AC - lLT John Wehr 

l? - WOI Kenneth Smith 

CE - SP) Warren Hays 

G - SP4 Ronald Deleon 

d. Intruder 129 

AC - WOI Thomas Miller 

p - CW2 Calvin McDougal 

CE - SP5 Johnny Hughes 

G - SP4 ¥dchael VanD,rke 

4 



".4j~i~;(·~~i~{t~4~:~·':;':t···· .• · •.•. ·•· .. ···I. 
i'''''''''~'''., .. , .... ,., ,,"e •. ,W~ 38 
'0\fl'.r: .. " 'AC CW2 Kenneth Donald . 

P - Cpt Daniel Wall 

•. CE SP5, Corbin 
",; 

,\;;t';';J7'nrr'!":: .":'F;1;1~~ ~~~Tr S~~ JJ~"""'+,,L.,~tf 
,:":'INdIbm''fi'if;'Marinb 

,->, ,~y r-:i:Y: '-~,:' - ' , 
.,i A:.,., (;Flight Crews 

" .'):~;::'I:::-'i:.:~"#;~~:-;/:--''., '< '-:-~":i')) : 
1."29 March 1968 

._-_ ... _--

a. '1st and~d Lifts 

Space 1-5 

Cpt Montague 

lLT Archer 

Cp1 Bimat 

Cp1 Sands 

Space 1-6 

Cpt Romero 

lLT Barstein 

Cpl Anderlowis 

L/Cpl Galo 

Space 1-17 

Cpt Morgan 

Cpt Weaver 

Cpl Donnelly 

L/Cp1 Barr 

Space 1-8 

cpt Jones 

2LT Turok 

Cp1 McMillon 

Cpl Brank 



Cpt McDonald 

cpt! Coon 
,,', : 'i".,;: i 

~~f~~~I~~~tf3:-u . 
{;~)!N);::;!,~,j\'(1~";!:)Yi'7i 

Cpt, Mitchell 

Cpl Geiger 

Sgt Jackson 

b. 3rd Lift 

---_. __ .---

Space 1-5 

Cpt Montague 

11'] Archer 

Cpll Bimat 

Cpl Sands 

Space 1.-6 

cpt Romero 

11T Barstein 

Cpl. Burson 

L/Cpl Barr 

Scarface 8-1 

Cpt McDonal.d 

Cpt Coon 

Sgt Boshear 

Cp1 West 

: ~" 
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c' 
C , 

, 

_~_~c ____ _ 

Scarface B-2 

Cpt Hoffman 

Cpt Mitchell 

CpJl Geiger c:~ cc,', 
, , ;,"-C+(;""'--' ;;:,~,~----.:,'.' 

~ Jackso~2.':)h .. c;· .cc. ..c .... c·c.c 

30 Marchf96B 

Space 1"5 

Maj 'Prather 

2LT.Turek 

Cpl Van Houten 

Cpl :Ealmer 

Space 1 .. 6 

1LT Gennaro 

lLT Ford 

Cpl Myers 

Cpl Huntley 

Space 1 .. 7 

cpt Pomkamp 

1LT Bucceri 

Cpl Brown 

Cpl Davis 

Space 1 .. B 

cpt Anderson 

1 LT McKinney 

Cpl Deimel 

Cpl Jarvis 

-------------,--------------
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" • 

Maj Sayes 

2LTFischer 

Cpl'Swabb 

SroiMuckleycc",' "i,",,,,,,, 

1 LT iMerrill " ;, 

Cpt&nith 

CplWalJach 

roT Walker 

Searface8-1 

1LT Kenyon 

Cpt Pinson 

Cpl Sehiefbauer 

Sgt S1- ,jyak 

S--.rface 8-2 

Cpt Mummery 

cpt Owens 

Cpl Gustafson 

L/Clil Gicking 

·\. 

INCLOSURE # 3 - other Crews Participati.ng in 30 March 1968 Extraction 

1. Dust-0ff Air()~aft 

a. Dust-0ff 505 - 571 st Medical Co (Air knb) 

AC - Cpt Mark S. Carr 

p - 1 LT Robert Peneguy 

CE - SP4 Michael V. Pe~''3rl' 

Medic - SP5 Roger Yost 

8 

---_._----'------_. 
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----, ----

"'I ~'_7 "'1'W~~'" __ \jJ ~T "P-" ;t.r --,~ I ' 

"'''[ .... " 

. :~"" ~:I.:" : . • ,~, """ 
" < ::':" , • T" , . ._ 

IAlst..()f:f '6249Sth Mecij,cal Co (Air Arnb) 
, :; I 

•• ,"1'" 

AC ~1 D. Gri:ffi th 

p' ,-1tT G. Miller 

()E:~;sJ4 D. Aronson 
'C":i";"""{~hl~';'_'"I,: ':,'".,-- ,~-,g:,.',.-- ~':"::' '. '-', I,"" , 

:::~~r,'~,t,-o,:!f·~Hi·~,~~."',t,·~f,h,,',·'~::,!~: ({ii;ii' ····srtnWf~t~1~~r 
. ~'~':';'. -::··'·:-;rl::i{:_:'r;-;~,:\';/,~; i ,;.",_,,~,: <:' ," ", ,.'_';'\'<::':':."" '- - '. ,.. " . ': ').:.:';,~' .• :',",. 

AC":':C '" ,SamuelL. DeLoach ' " ,," 
, "" ,'" '.'1'''<:''' ,'" 
P1 L~'AubreyLange 

CE SPp Stanley E. Baker 
I 

Medic - SP5 James O. Woods 
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