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! HIGHLIGHTS (F BLACKHAWK COMBAT OPRRATIONS - REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

In the day to day combat operations of an Asscult Helioopter Company,
cextain events stand out above all ¢thexrs. These happenings relate to ue
the extraordinary schisvements, the coursge, the humor and the tragedys
that ocome from the men of an Asesult Beliocopter Oompanys together thay
presant us with a ploture of the unit's charscter and apirit. Tbe
Blackhawks have a story %0 tell) s story about the making of the finest
Aspeult Helioopter Company in Vietnam.

On 31 March 1967 the Blackhawks returned to their Tay Ninh Roost
after two weaks of training with the llth and 145th Combat Aviatiom
Battaliane. On 1 April 1967, with froa %0 to 60 hours experisnce under
their belts, the Blookhawvks began {lying as Afroraft Qommanders mnd
Pilots in their own ships for the wery firat time. That waan't 8o easy;
it took e lot of cools to assume occmmand of thet ship with only %0 hours
axperience and that not being in the left seat, Artillery wamn't so
esasy to translate yet, the taotiocal approsches were atill uncoordinated
abartions, emergoncy procedures were greassd on the windshields, all
those maps wore unmonsgeable, and Charlie wes down there Just waitingl

The Blackhawks leacnsd fast. With five elicka and a light fire teanm
(LFL) under the operational aantrol of the Barnets (116th Aslt Eel Co),
the Bluokhawk arews performed on eombat sssaults and on every kind of
ash and treuh mniseion omoeivedle.

3 dprdl 1967

The first tragedy to beset the Blackhswks happsned on this day. In
the traditionsl Blackhawk effoxrt to giw of themselves 120X, Warvent
Officer Carbett and Thornburg, erew ¢hief BP4 Hodge, and doox gunner
FIC Matthews, volunteared %0 carry a load of radioc equipment to the top
of Song Be Mowntain. They arashed on top of that mowmtain. 7The cuuse «
- inexperience, %00 much of a load, and moderste turbulencs on top of a
3500' mountain. Warrant Officer Corbett suatained a YWoken nose) Warrant
0fficer Thomburg sustained a ocumpound fracture of the arm and e domaged
nerve. They were both evacuated to Japan. Warrsnt Officer Thormiurg vas
further svecuated to the States.: ' 5P4 Boldge btroke a Yone in his foot and
PPC Mutthows sustained eome deep outs; thay are both 'bmk on duty as
Blockhawks« The airoraft was totaled,

6 Apri) 1967

- The Blackhauks were programed to provide only five slicks and two guns
until 10 April, but they were fast improving snd requests for their suppert
vere growings On this day they committed 10 and 4. This wos the boginning
of & trend thot would prove the Blackhavks maintenance tesm to 'bo the -
finest in keeping the "mostest wup the longest”.
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8 Aprid 1967

The Rat Puck gets its first sampan! Wvhile test firing their vespons
vest of Tay Ninh, Csptain Kunde, Major Bausan, Captain Derceler, end
Vsxrant Officer Stellecker discovered s VU sampan. Alasi 4 moving
taxget! The fun 4idn't last long; the two gun ships disintegrated
the sampan after only two passes.

10 Apri) 1967

The Blackhawks go fully operstional. Flying in suppert of the 24 Bde,
25th Inf Div at Duwo Hoa and the 36th RVN Ranger Bu at Tay Ninh, the
Blackhewks oaamitted 12 and 4, osrried 624 troops, 68 tans, flev 148
houwrs on 3522 sarties.

12 April 1967

The Blackhawks take their first hits. Warrsnt Offiocer Qonde and Warrant
Offioer Taylar %ske 14 hits on the way cut of the Frenah Fart PZi. These
tvo Blacikhavks will go on to esteblish themselves as the higgest

"nagnat ssees" in the compaxny.

13 April 1967

p1T Jackson and WO Saith, flying a UB-10, wers making their second
firing pess on s suapeoted VC headquarters when thay were hit with
intense sutomatic weapons fire. One round hit anéd exploded & 2.T5"
rocket as it was leuving the pods The explosicn nearly severed

¥¥C Howell's arm. 5P4 James ¥. Rester, the erev chief, fumedistely
went t0 his gunner'e efd. The vound vas so devestating and bleeding
sc profusely, thet 5P4 Hester 1iterally thrust his hand into Eowell's
chest cavity o pinch the wrtery off. His ecursgeous soticm saved
P¥C Howsll's 1ife. The explosion also kmooked the hydraulios ous

and severely damaged the ocntrel limkage. The engine temperature rose
L0 above tho red line. LT Jackson snd WO Guith shouldd have landed
the airoraft {mmedistely before the hydrauliocs ocompletely froze ox
before the engine blsw up., Rather than risk the lows ef Howell's
1ife both pilots elected 4o fly tha orippled ship buok t¢ Dau Tieng.
There they meds & perfect, no hydraulics sunning landing em their
very first try. PJC Howell's arm was soved end he vas svaouated %o
$ho Btates. The Dootor's statemsnt attested to0 the soundness of the
pilots' decision %o fly t0 Dau Tieng. If they hadn't FFC Nowell

moat 1ikely would have bled to death. S5P4 Hester veas recommended

for the 8ilver Btar. ¥ Jadlwon and WO Smith vere reccmusnded for the
Distinguished Flying Cross.

U Aprld 1967

The first of many comter mortar stendbys for ths Rat Puck began
tanights So far they haven't been needed at Tey Hinb.
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15 April 1967

At 2030 hours Major Willism ¥, Beuwaan received sh emaxgency request
for a Blackhawk Command snd Oontrol ship to sid in the defense of
Prex Kok Special Foroes Omuhinhmmah-vmtunl
grovnd attack. Mejor Buuman, Verrunt Officer Nolrady, Sergesnt
Stoeve and 8P4 Dolan volunteered their sexvices $0 arov the ship.
Thess Blackhavks flew through IFR wveather oconditions for several
hours as they assisted the Prek Kok Commander. During this time
m;mwuxummnammmmmm
wounded Batk t¢ Tay Ninhe. They also asajsted a LIT fm finding theix
way out of the weather and baak to

aoticns and devotion to duty the p
mmmmwmmmmumvn-um

18 April 1967

a quactexr of a mile. !hig\mmnﬁdmspumm
advisors into the beleagured LI. Captain Clarke than led five alicks
ormwplammwmumanwhmumm
mdutmtopickupﬂmmddmdmycrml. Onoce again the
Blmmwtunfhtwotm‘lwﬂv/“ﬂ'h

20 April 1967
mnmmmmmunnttulnmmm. Frek

naumamwumm&-mmumn
night resupply. The mission went without a hitche

21 Aprid 1967

The Blsckhawks receive their first REY migsion for 11 Field Yorees.
They veren'$ coumitted = & day of much needed rest!

23 April 1967
Plack Baron executes ite first Battalion 14f%. The Hoxnets lead,
followed Yy the Blackhavks, while the Top Tigers bxing up e tratl.
Thirty-six 1ift ships carry the 184 and £4 Bds of the 25th and the
1/34 Ranger Mn. The Blackhavks ccmmitted 15 and 3.

24 Apri) 1967

Three slicks and cne heavy fire team partiofpate in the Blackhavics
girst Eagle flight for the lst of the 9th Infantxy.
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25 Aprid 1967

| The Blackhawks are traveling far these days - The 9th Royal
Australicn Regimant at Yung Taun. The Rat Fack teaches the Vung
Tau ¥C that it doesn't pay %0 shoot at helicopters with a big
vhite »at painted on the front. When they 4id the Rat Pack
retaliated by deatrqying 18 stxruotures, 1 mortar position,

1 stoxrage ares, and 10 sempans,

27 apzil 1967 -

Another bump on a rough road $o stardom. Varrent Officers Nenry
and Feade catoh a tail rotor as they are goiag into a tight LZ.
The aircraft {s totaled and the crev sustains scme bruises, Wt
they are ecen back ia sction.

30 April 1967

The Blackhswks finish April by ocumitting 16 and 4 in aupport of
the 9th at My Tho. They fly 456 sorties in 182 houwrs and oarry
893 passengers. 2022 hours for the Blackhawks for their firat
monthl

-,
v
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5 Nay 1967

A tactiocsl emergency was releyed to Blaskhask Operations
requesting a medivoc and & light fire tean vhen & Special Foxroes
Cap at XT 165554 was overrun by the VC. Eleven casualties ware
syscuated 40 the 45th Surgical Hospital at Tay Nimh,

6 May 1967

(o this day a Blackhewk wes perfarming & Caamand smd Ccntrol
aission for the 25th Dive 4t 1500 howrs the ship took ¢ hit and
was forced to make e precantionsry landing 40 check for damuge.
At 1600 the sane Blackhawk was again hit by ewmy fire, hovever,
he eontinved to fly his miseion until 1620 hours when another his

farced him t0 make s precautionary landing. He again returned to
the air to casplete his miesion without further inoidesnt.

8 May 1967

Varrant Officers Seals and Mende were taking off from Toy Nimh
POL on a eouth departure, closed right txaffio to the Rovet,
vhen either their engine failed or a short shaft fatled. They
vere at about 40' in the air with less than 35 knots. Bofare they

" ware awore of the problem they had lost most ef their RPN. They

fell to the ground and totaled the o o ¥O Seale ia flying
again, YO Meade has Deen evacuuted to the States.

12 May 1967

WO Tannex %igd an engine fail while at s high hower in POC. le
412 a good job of setting it down even thoggh the sicids 4id s eplite
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2) Moy 1967

The Blsckhawiks had their first, and pro‘u'bl: 1ast, maintensnce
stand dovn.

24 May 1967
The Blackhavks ccmmitted 15 and 4 snd flew 200 heurs,

27 May 1967 ,

At appraximataly 1330 hours tha Blackhawks were rallied for a
ta0tiocal emexgwnoy., All Blackhawks lefi vhatever resupply missiom
they had been cn and ‘heasded for Bao Troi. In twvanty minutes
10 ships wers sitting on the strip waiting to de daplqred.

30 May 1967

At dusk the Rat Puok discovered three gun or rocket positioms
<' Wy 8' just off the Tay Ninh perimeter. They were deatroyed,

The Blaokhawks flev 3479 howrs mla;vhuothnnmh Oev
},’? hours.

9 June 1967

The 168th pleced five TH-1H helisopters under Rlsckhawk emtyel
for training purposes. hWM’M.ﬂpW
the 14, 24 Bds of the 25%h Div, neax the haxwedkos st Dus Noa, Six
Bh«ukhwhnuimwulmlhitntwmmmmhmt
cantinued to fly. Captain Fresson wvas vounded in the axm, howsver,
hwwomcmmdhwmwtmmmml.tum
scoomplished. Be recaived the M0, Fourteen VG KIAls vare eonfirmed
and 10 woxe ware posaible’s.

AT June 1967

mmmnonm-umm.tumwmmmﬂ
s Ta0 B ot lai Khs. They vere relessed at 1900 howrs.

22 Jwne 1967

A% 1900 howrs 5 slicks and 2 guna were called out an & Tac B for
the 25th Div,

23 June 1967

One soout dog wes evasuated for injuries from XY 525020 ¢o the
Yetoxinaxy Hospitel at Chu Ghi.

24 Jue 1967
226 B at Ial Xhe at 1300 hours.
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Chapter IV

2 July 1967 =

5 July 1967 -

7 July 1967 -

12 July 1967 =

15 July 1967 -The Blackhawks responded to an emergency and evacuated

16 July 1967 -

26 July 1967 -

L NAVIDNAL -RH.L,HI LI

Agssault Helicopter Company to die in the Republic of Vietnam,

Unit Cperations

The Blackhawks were involed in & combat assault mission in
which they received intense enemy automatic weapons fire..
Warrant Officer John Lindeman and his co-pilot Warrant Officer
Paul Walker were wounded simultaneously in the legs and

the crew chief SP5 John ilackey rushed forward and removed the
pilot form his seat and flew the aircraft to the medivac
facility at Cu Chi, For his bravery and exceptionally out-
standing skill which saved the lives of everyone aboard the
aircraft, he was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross,

While oonducting eagle flights for the 25th Infantry Division
our “Rat Pack" gunships received enemy fire, They were clearad
to return the fire and were credited with 14 Viet Cong KIA,
They also destroyed four bunkers and four sampans,

A UH-1D helicopter flown by Mejor Charles E, Sauer and
Captain Thomas A. Derosier was reported missing, Crews were
scrambled immediately upon report of the missing Blackhawks,
The alrcraft was found in the vicinity of Minh Thanh and '
it had crashed and burned beyond recognition. No one knows
the cause of the mysterious tragedy which took the lives of
the four crew members aboard. Major Sauer, Captain Derosier,
PFC Tatum and PFC Simon were the first members of the 187th

The Rat Pack gunships received enemy fire while supporting
the 116th Assault Helicopter Company on a tactical emergency,
One of the gunners was wounded by the deadly assault, s

nineteen U,S. troops &nd one ARVN during the darkness of
night. The gunsaips fired 2,75 rockets at the enemy and were
credited with three Viet Cong KIA.

While on a general support mission, Major Wolfe and W01 Eckle
experienced engine failure in their aircraft, The crew performed
marvelously by landing the aireraft safely without damage

or injuries, _
The Blackhawks noticed for the first time since arrivel in
country, a new type of enamy aircraft fire (airburst) while
on a combat assault mission.
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f : A August

1 Aug 1967 - The 187th flew combat assault missions for Second Brigade
25th Infantry Division. They carried 946 passengers ‘and
performed seven medivac missions, The Rat Pack killed one
Viet Cong in the course of the action and were credited with
two possible Viet Cong KIA, They also destroyed five huts,
five bunkers and three sampans, Four Viet Cong were wounded
by the Rat Pack and later captured by the ground troops.

4 Aug 1967 - What a day for the Rat Pack! They were credited wvith 18 Viet
Cong KBA as the Blackhawks continued combat assault wmisaions
into an area four miles southwest of Cu Chi.

g
7 Aug 1967 -{The Blackhawks were called upon to support the 199th Light ‘f}))
Infantry Brigade in a combat assault which developed into 6‘;
the fiercest battle in the history of the 187th at that time, U -
Major William F, Bauman flew the command and contrcl aircraft o
/ as his flight of UH-1D helicopters descended into the LZ and |
immediately encountered intense heavy automstic weapons and ']\P
small arms fire, Four aircraft were immediately hit. More
alrcraft were requsted to arrive on the scene seven miles north
of Saigon to assist with the insertions which were to be
continued. More insertions into the area were executed and the A\
enemy's ground assault continued to lash at the Blackhawks oF.
flight, Several aircraft had been shot down in the LZ. ,3/( 0
Lieutenant David Eshelman flew into the hot LZ to rescus a 0
downed crew and received heavy automatic weapons fire, He - &
msnaged to rescue the crew but his aireraft was shot down after
decarting the LZ. The 187th used 15 helicopters in the action
and thirteen of these aircraft were hit, damaged or destroyed
as a result of the intense enemy ground fire, The Blackhawks
slept over night in Cu Chi following the battle.

8 Aug 1967 - The Blackhawks assembled in the company area §or a spot awards
ceremony, Major General George P, Seneff, Com-anding General
of 1st Aviation Brigade awarded the Silver Star to Major William
F. Bauman, Lieutenant Charles D, Eshelman, Captain Jerry T,
Wagner, Captain Billie Pfesson, and Captain Gerald R, Kunde
for demonstrations of gellantry in action in the battle of 7
Aug 1967, This was the largest awards ceremony ever held by
the 187th, Five Silver Stars and 23 Distinguished Flying Crosses
were awarded.,

12 Aug 1967 = The 187th Finally begans combat assanlt missions after re=
cuperating from the aircraft shortage suffered following the
actlon of 7 August 1967, They flew assaults for the 1st Infantry

' Division operating from Phuoc Vinh and Quan lei,

30 Aug 1967 =\ ¥hile conducting combat assault missions in the vieinity of
Phu Hoa Dong four miles east of Cu Chi, the Blackhawks received
intense enemy ground fire from three sides of the LZ. Eleven
alrcraft were damaged by the ground fire and three Blackhawks
were wounded. Another busy day for the Awerds and Decorations
Officer, ‘
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1 Sep 1967 -

- The Blackhawks celebrated the day with Pomp and Circumstance

11 Sep 1967 -

20 Sep 1967 -

25 Sep 1967 »

28 Sep 1967 -

29 Sep 1967 -

September

This day was established as "Unit Day" for the 187th Assault
Helicopter Company, since the unit was activated at Fort Bragg,
North Carolina exactly ene year ago on the 1st of September.

followed by steak dinners at the club, A CBS camera team was “:?F

on hand to film the occasion as well as to cover the Blaokhauks(/"

in action while they flew combat assault missions for the 25th )
Infantry Division qn the same day,

The 187th was involed in a battalion size combat assault
mission in the Hobo Wsods, Major Willlem Bauman led the flight
of twenty helicopters into the LZ with full suppressioy.
Following the Battalion operation, the Blackhawks supported
the 25th ARVN Division in a combat assault training mission.
two miles east of Cu Chi,

Captain Billie Presson a. flight platosan leader ‘of the 187th

was killed during the Jast extraction from what appsared to

te a secure PZ, He had led the Blackhawk flight through out

the day canducting Eagle Flights for the 25th°Infantry Division
in the Hebo Woods, Four ships were hit by enemy ground fire
throughout the missian but continued té fly, Cwphatn Peeseen
Captain Pressen died from & bullet wound in the head whils
eitting in the P as the troops leaded,

While pperating fram a P2 in the Hobo Woads, & flight of five
Blackhawk aircraft led by Captain Jerry T. Wagner was subjected
to an enemy mortar attack as the troops ecrambled ahoard, The
flight departed befars the mortar barrages were adjusted towards
the point of touchdown, and thero were negative 4njuries or
demage. New aviators in the flight esrned their Blackhawk
patches that day,

The Blackhawks participated in a six compmny combat assault
into an LZ ten miles sowthwest of Go Deu Ha., Major Williem
Eauman led the formation and went in for a single ship resoue
of a downed Blackhawk crew in an insecure area,

Warrant Officer Eric Mercer establishes a Blackhawk record »
Two forced landinge in two days., He managed to land safely
without damage or injury on both occasions, -

.- -
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11 Oct 1967 -

16 Oct 1967 =

18 Oct 1967 -

1 Nov 1967 -

6 Nov 1967 -

30 Nov 1967 -

October

Captain Ellis M, Bailey died when his aircraft creshed inte
the water and sank with six people on board, while on
operations south of Saigon with U, 8. Navy Riverboats.
Captain Bailey was the only person unable to get out of the
aircraft, and it settled in 30 feet of water,

While operating in the vicinity of Duc Hoa, the Blackhawk
flight received automatic weapons fire on short final to
an LZ. They continued through the ballastic masault with
negative suppression and discharged the troops. Two
aircraft sistained bullet damage but continued to fly.
Warrant Officer Frank Kurinec is officially designated
the "™agnet" of the unit since his aircraft had received
ten hits in two days of combat assaults.

Warrant Officer Joseph Henry and 1Lt Jerry Adams were flying
general support missions for the 25th Infantry Division

three miles northeast of Dau Tieng when they received enemy
automatic weapons fire at 1400 feet. The crew chief Specialist
fourth Class Richard Krawezyk relized that the ship had been
hit but he did not realize that his flight helmet had teken

a round also. He discovered this forty-five mintues later

when he attompted to pull his visor down. The single enemy
bullet had penetrated his visor and continued through the top
of his helmet, A close shave for Krawcayk.

November
lajor Buuman is promoted to Lieuteuant Colonel,

Major Joseph C. Burns, formerly the executive officer of the
187th becomes the new Blackhawk commander in a change of

compand ceremony in Blackhawkland. Lieutenant Colonel Bauman
became the Operations Officer of the 12th Combat Aviation Group.
Yiajor Thomas L. Hester became the Executive Officer of the 187th.

The Blackhawks complete an accident-freec month, The maintenance
officer Major James Stewart, compliments the officers and men
of the 187th for the safety record.
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December

6 Dec 1967 - The 187th was. summoned as the Ready Reaction Force to support

the 199th Light Infantry Brigade in the vicinityof Tan Uyen,
RVN. The flight of troop carrying helicopters received

autometic weapons fire on short final to an LZ ten miles

north of Bien Hoa, The "Rat Pack" pounced upon the enemy
positions irmediately with 2,75 rockets and miniguns. The

eneny fire was silenced and the troops were inserted,
Extractions began late in the afternoon and continued into the
hours of darkness, Warrant Officer William A, Britt experienced
an engine failure at 1915 hours and autorotated into an ineecure
area, He and his crew plus equipment were immediately evacuated
from the area. The Blackhawks regrouped and performed a night
irsertion of security troops into the narrow LZ to protect the
downed gunship over night, That was certainly a long day for
the 187th,

22 Dec 1967 = The "Rat Pack" gunships were scrambled for counter mortar in
the vicinity of Bo Tuc, 30 miles north east of Tay Ninh,
The fire support base received a mortar and ground attack
sfter dark and the "Rat Pack" interrupted the enemy assault
with rockets and machine gun fire. They were credited with
10 Viet Cong KIA by actual body count at the location,

25 Dec 1967 = Christmas Day and the Blackhawks flew general support missions
for the 25th Infantry Division. ' The crews delivered food, gifts,
and tidings of great joy to U,S. and ARVN soldiers throughout
the Third Corp Tactical Zone. The mess hall experienced the
Yule tide spirit in grand style, for the flight crews returned
for dinner which included a choice of chicken, steak, or lobster
or even all three if one so desired,

Januery

1 Jan 1968 - The 187th gets a maintenance stand down. What a way to
cclebrate the new year. Everyone enjoyed the relaxation with
the exception of the maintenance personnel of course,

2 Jan 1968 - The Rat Pack gunships killed six Viet Cong when they responded
LE to a call for gunship cover in the early morning hours at Fire
[Slq'r 1 Support Base Burt twenty five miles northeast of Tay Ninh..
The base had been hit by an enemy mortar attack and a ground
cU1‘ attack was underway when the Rat Pack arrivod on the scene

soV! A" and disrupted the enemy assault.
‘ AT TACKED BX

ot .
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5 Jun 1968 « The Blackhawks becamao involvoed in.a ficrec bottlo with a ;L

large NVA force while on short final to an LZ, thirty five
miles northeast of Tey Ninh, Two helicopters were shot down
by the heavy enemy automatic weapons fire, One crew member
SP5 Kenneth Scruton was killed and the thrco renaining crew
members Warrant Officer iercer, Warrant Officer Jorden and
SP4 Seitz were down in an enemy infested area for two hours
bafore they were rescued., The only weapon among them was one
o45 caliber pistol. The Blackhawks continued the combat assault
nissions into the hostile area and later that afternoon, they
returned for extractions, Again they received heavy cnemy
resistance. The flight was mortared while shut down at a
nearby fire support base. Throughout the day, ten crew
_members were wounded and eleven aircraft sustained demcge
from the belllstic assault,

6 Jan 1968 ~ The 187th gets a maintenance stend down in an effort to repair

the hcavily damaged alrcreft from the previous day's action.

9 Jan 1968 = While inserting troops in an LZ thirty two miles northeast of

Tay Ninh, the 187th received enemy anti aircraft fire. One
gunship was hit by & ,50 clalber round and wounded the pilot
Worrant Officer Thomas Eatmon., The flight of troop carrying
helicopters received alr bursts while executing low level
approaches into an LZ.

17 Jan 1968 - Warrant Officor John T, Jordan earned his secand Osk Leaf

Cluster to the Purple Heart, He was wounded twice by enemy
ground fire within eleven days during the month of January and
once in October 1967, On the 17th he was wounded in the leg

by & 430 callber round while flying on a general support mission
at 2400 fect. After checking with the medical attendants at

Dau Tieng, he remarked that it was only a scratch and continued
to fly his mission,

February

16 Feb 1968 = Major Russell J, Folta became the commander of the 187th

Assault Helicopter Company., The Blackhawks conducted a combat
assault mission in an area {ive miles north of Saigon. The
flight encountered enany automatic weapons fire and Lieutenant
Henry L, Wyatt II escaped serious injury when a round penetrated
the floor and lodged in a book under his seat entitled "The
Source", He wrote to the author, Jumes Michener, about the
Incident, Within a week he received a letter from the author
and an autographed copy of the novel. The Tay Ninh Base Cemp
was hit by an eneny rocket and morter attack that night.

Three helicopters were dansged by Ilying silrapnel, One crew
nmember SP4 Dennis J, Lulof was killed and eight other Blackhawks
were wouhded, The attack continued until 0400 in the morning.
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1 Jon 1968 - Who ZuTh gets o oandntencnee stnnd dom, Attt auny to colebrate
the now yeoor. Cw orrone enjoyed the relaxation with the e:-CO’?‘tlo“ of the main-
tennnee persomiel of coBoe

2 Jan 1968 = The 1 T DACK canships kilicd sir Viet Cong when ihey rannonded to
a-call for ranziis cover in t'v- corly moomings hours ot Fire Suwext Base Burt
tuenty five miles northenst of Wiy Finh, The base hed buen hit by an encry

nortor ~tinck and o orround ntitack was undemvay whern the 0T PACK crvived on

S

the sccne nnd diﬂmi)tOd the cneny csaocult,
& L
PORGT

17 Teh 1996 = Tha 137th wras granted cnothor medntenonee stond dova s¢ that the
mointenonce nersennel could vork on the drmaged heolicopters, il o";hr:': HoY-
sonncl aat the day filline sond baes ond Ziscing deoner holes,  Aoain ‘Ln“t
nizht, the base conm was hit by e rocket snd morter atincl,

HARCH

1 il 2950 - The 107tk bering o encpsiom fo find another wone for the wnit.

innthoe .'.1.‘-'1.".1',10'1 it eorivad in Viedn oo with o heovitoage to e nome "Blockhandos!

vhich dntos hack <o 1:“12 the Tth Scundwon, 1ot Adr Cav awmrived in ian, IWH,

3 T”‘ﬂr 1962 - Vinc »';':.',-,'f:.Orn form the Tth of the 1st Cow crrived for "in-countxy"
~ining with the 177th., lemrdless of the unit nore conflict, the gucsis

vure nce ptod vam .’.*' in a smnner Doz vhies th: 187%h hos alvays beon noted.

. 1368 = The rvi=tors of the Tth of 4he 1ot C~v Flnclthoedis retuimad to
ghoir wit aftes 40 inine vith the 1587th in coubot arsault ond renornl sumort
mizaions, Voo avisiors hwe alvoys boon necemted wormly by the renbérs of the
157th, but never in the nmest aswve any of then returned vith owr none,

10 iar 1952 = The 107th Asaoult delicowtor Conpany voted on a weew unit naae.
The nome "Crus:efors” nct 1:"'T\rOV".1 and o vigorous peogwos vad irdiisted to
sprend the vord, liew sigms ond symbols were plnced in the conpiuny ~red.

2% 1iwr 1959 = On this doy on offieinl cuoremonyr was conducted to nublicly
sanounes the nov none of the 107th Asscult Helicowter Comprnys  From this dwoy

or the wiit will be he "Cowsaders!, Television snd rodio per sonnel coverod

the event ond dhn 25th Infontry Division Bond ndded to the ponp :rnd civeumstonce.
The 137th sorved oo n aerndy decction Forece ond the cevomony wois intermpted

whon the Tlight oceived on urgent cnll to respond irmicdintely to mn asanalt
micaion nenr Phuoc Vinh, (V. The "Crus:.ders" scrombled to thedir heliconters
rnd dovnried for dhe mission which contimuod through the heurs of dorlmess.

The coromony waur nover finiched.
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27 itarch 1968

1 April 1968
Ap Beo

6 April 1968

11 April 1943

12 April 1968/‘

i

S

29 April 1968

DUC HOA

T™e Crusaders flew Combat Assaults around the Duc Hoa Area.
They flew 304 sortics, carried 525 passongers and 5 tons of
carszo, they did not encounter any cnemy firc.

APRIL

e Cruseders working with the 199th Lt. Inf. Brigade flow
256 scrties and carried 302 passenserse The flisht ene
coun'tcre(l light semi automatic fire from grid XT 300290,
thic Rat Pack was credited with 4 kills by ectuzl body
count and 1 estimated, with 9 structurcs and 7 sompens
destroyed around the Ap Bao Arca.

The Crusaders working with the 199th Lt. Inf. Zdz. had
another long dey, they flew 406 sorties, carried 669 pas=
sengers and 4 tons of carjo. The flight logmed a toted
of 119.1 hours.

™he Crusaders had another long, but fulfilling dey. They
workod with the 5th Ranger Gpe. 101st ABLH, with II Fiezld
Forece as elts The Crusaders flew a total of 539 sorties,
ccrricd 531 passengers and 10 tons of cargo, logsing &
total of 114.1 hourg,

e flight encountered heavy small arms fire in the area
duo South of Tuy Ninh along the river, but did not rccoive
any hitse The Rat Pack wos credited with 3 kills by ectual
coant, with 2 zempans destroyod.

4 224 day for the Crusaders. While flying suprort for 3
BIE 25th Inf., Dive the Rot Pack recoived 670 hits from
nederate a.nt:.v aircraft fire, resulting in 3 K'I.;'c ond 1
Wlt. The irec of operction was iforth Emst of Dou THeng at
th2 Northern tip of the Michelin Rubber Plantztions The
flight flew 351 sorties, carried 69% passenzers end logged
v totel of 89 oO hours.

The Cruscders worked agzain, with the 3 BDE 25th Inf. Dive
in tho Micholin Rubber Plentation Eost of Deu Tienge The
flizht received light small =ms fire, resulting in 1 WIA4,
who was medevaced to Long 3inh.

The flight flew 293 eorties, carrying o totnl of 683 pas-
SANTCTS e
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1 Moy 1968

8 Moy 1963

11 Koy 1958

14 Iy 1915

15 May 19463

19 lay 1953

25 Vay 1968

29 May 1948
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“he Crusaders supporting the 1 BIE 25th Inf, Div, fleow %20
sorties, cnrriecd 617 pesseiggers end logged 8144 hourse The
#1izht recoived one hit from lizht semall exms five ot XS
555957, Wast of Seigon at the horse shoc,

The Cruscders agein supported the 1 BIE 2514 Inf, Div,
Tlying 349 sorties, corryins 429 massongerse  The flight
roceived 3 hits from light small arms fire in the Lp Ria
between Trang Bong and Trung Lep, grid X7 542213,

The Crusaders flew 396 sorties, ccrriecd T44 possenzers and
logeed 11247 hours while gupporting the 3 BIE 25th Inf. Dive
the Tlizht agein received snnll cams fire, from the Michelin
Rubbor Plantetion grid XT 542539, resultin: in 1 zit on o
T3«1D aircraft,

U Crvgedore swooorting 1 308 254k Inf. Dive and 3 BIE
bth Infe Dive flaw 275 soriies carried 814 passengers
erd logged a total of 10243 hours.

flight received heavy anti aireraft fire 3 kilicks East
of Yreng Bang along IMway 1, grid X7 533187, which resultod
1 2 aircraft hite and 1 crew momber wounded, The flight
wvis credited with 1 kill by acturl bady count.

The Rat Pack, while workin~ for 1 BIE 25th InTe Diva,
cpotied a 122 mm rocket lawncher Norih of Ty Mi-h Base
Camn grip XU 091545, the rocket leuncher wes brougsiit
wder fire by the Rat Pack and destroyed.

The Crusacers, while flying for the 1st BID 254 “nf e,
flew 318 gorties and 549 passenrers. They crootmtored
enery” fire and was clearad to roturn fire., Cne Uil-1D
helicopter received shrapnol from a 2475 2nd two eneny
duwnkers were destrcyed,

Widle supporting the 1st Bde. 25th Inf. Dive y the Crusaders
Ilew 501 sorties and carried 788 passengers. Encry fire
was received and 3 UH1-D's received hits from autonatic
wazapons fire,

Wrile flying Combat Asseults for the 2nd Bde £5th Dive,

the Crusaders received encny fire, After obtaining
Trocence the Rat Pack rolled in and soon cleimed possible
T 1illed and one siaman,
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1 Junc 19468 The Crusaders wiuile f1:ing CA for the 2nd Bde flew 362
sortics end 468 pascenors. Ther reccived moderate automatic
wveapons firc and took 4 hits. They quiekdy responded and
cleimed 2 VO killed by body count.

19 Junc 1968 Waile working for the 3rd 3de 25th Dive, the Crusaders flow
392 sortics and carricd 720 passengerse Threc cnemy bunkors
were saotied and destroyed.

24 Junc 1968 The Crusaders, supporting the 1015t ARD, flow 363 sorties
end carried 667 passensors. Totel hours flovn was 122,54
snother long day for the Crusaders!

28 Juie 1968 Fliing for the 1015t 4RB, the Crusaders encountered heavy
smell arms fire from the arce Forth of Trang 3ans. They
roecived one hit and quickly responded killing at least
one VC.

JULY

12 July 19068 Waile flying Combat Lzszult for the 101st Airvorne, the
Crmizaders received small arms firce The Rat Pack rolled
in and destroycd 4 structures and killing at least 2 VC.
they rot one secondary explozion from their attack.




