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111 the 4q to a..v _bat operationa ot all .lsNUlt Jlel100pttir Ooapav, 
oerta1a eventa .tan4 out a'DO'ft all otheze. !he •• Nppen'''''' relate to _ 
the extraordiJ1&:t7 aoh1 ..... en., the oourat, .. , the b1*lZ' an4 the ~ 
that OOM troa the Mn of an A.sault. Helioopter Oo~, together ~ 
preHnt. ua vit.h a plotun ot t.he unH'1 aharao.r l1li4 apJrlt. !be 
:elaolch&wka have a.tG1.7 w tell, a .taq about ° the al'kh '8 or the t1aMt 
.laeaul t Belioopter ColllpallY 1a n.t.ua. 

On '1 JIe.roh 1967 the I~ returned to thdr fq liM 1008t 
attar \Yo vMke ot Ua1n1n& vlth t.n. 11th aDd ~5t.h CoIIbat. Arlat1C1l 
,,,ttallons. On 1 April 1967, with froa ~ to 60 boun exper1an .. \III4trr 
the.l.r bel is, the lIl.aokh&wka 'beB&Jl n7iJl€ u .uroratt Oollllll8ll.dar. .n4 
Pilots 1n tbe.l.r own ahJ.pe to'll! the 'YfiIr'l t.l.ret t1M. !hat vun't. .0 e"7. 
it took a 10' ot 000111 to 114I\I1II8 OOllllllllld ot that eh1p yUh 0iIl¥ ~ boun 
8.Xparienoe M4t.hat not. 'be1.n& in the 11ft. nat. ArUl111r)' vaan't .. 
easy to tranelate yet., the taot1oal: approaoh .. wtI" IIU11 v.nooord1nate4 
ab at"ti one , euergonoy prooeduret \reTe /!%'MIIed on tlle v1ndehielde, all 
those IDap. vere 1UllIII'.l:IaG6a.ble, and Charl1e vas 40IIII there juS t wai Ung\ 

'l'he lIlackb&w lea.me4 tu', With the .11Gka an4 a l1.gM 1'1re \ua 
(lJ'.I') under the op9ra.tlonal oon1;rol ot the Borne. (1l6th .lslt. Bel Co), 
tbe Blackhawk on". perl_4 011 eGllbat. "It.\\lta anA CIl rte;r:'1 kl.a4 or 
aah an4 ~ a1ea1OD o_eiNl •• 

, .il 1967 

'1'he IirI t \ra&'edT to beN, the Bl.aoIthavkI happ'" OIl th1e ~. III 
the 1ira41 Uow BlackhAwk etton to liw 01 tMuel,,.. 12"". Waa8&'1t 
Officer CGt''De" 8&'14 !h.c:1nlM:" C'eV c.h1et Uoi aoq., a4 40w I'WIU 
l')~ Hatthew, '901l&tHre4 W ca:n:, a 10at .t ft410 eqUJ*et to the t., 
ot Son& Be MOl&t.a1n. 'fl.., oraebed otI top of ~'IIOUII.\a1a. l'bo _e • 
inexperience, too INOh or a load, and aodara.te tur'blllenoo on t.op ot a 
)500' lIOuntain. Ww:mDt. Ortloer Oo.rbalit l118ta1J1e4 a Wok_ no .. , Wanant 
OUi-oar 'lhornb\.lrl IWlw.1ne4 a o~ fraoture ot the e.DI and a 4aaep' 
nerve. They wore both naouatK to .1"1'.' Warrant ott100Jr 'lho.z:nburc v .. 
further evacuated to the st..te •• o· Sl'oi B~ broke a bone 1n hil toot. a4 
nc Matthew lueta1ne4 1_ '"1' OUtBl \hIl are both 'ba.ak on 'ltV U 
B1aolcbavkl. !'he a1.roPJ1 vu tot.aled. 

, April 1967 

!he B1ackhawkB vere prQCralll84 to provide only t1 ... • Uoka and \Yo ~ 
until 10 April, 'but tlll1 vore lut. iaprovillg and reqWlllte tO'l: the.l.r '\lppeM 
were gl'Ow1n6. On tll1l1 4tqo the1 oollluHied 10 and 4. !'hi. VIAl t.he begJllI!irIC 
ot .. trend \hat. VVIIld P%OVe \be Jlackhavk. IIa1ntenanoe "U to 'De the ~ 
t!neat 1n kHp1ne the "IIOaielt up the lc.lgllst". 



, , 

R(PRODv.CE.O I'll lMl N~llv"'k .. . " .. -,' '. 

.... rI. .... n, , •• 

• April 1967 

'1'NI aat PMOIt p\ll ita tint allllp8Al \/h1l.a '-t t1r1llc their v.apoN! 
"..10 or till' 1Iinh, Captain lWI4e, Ma,1or Ja_, Oapt&l.n Jleroeic, eat 
Warrant Orrioer Stahleoker 41aoOftHd • vc • ..,... Alu I .1 ~ 
~tI fbo tun 41dn't loet lOB«! ~ two IIID ahipl 41ainte,graW 
the blip" after cml7 no pua ••• 

10 April 1967 

'DI4I Jlackhallke SO Ml¥ op8J:aUonal. J'l.y1.n8 in Rpport or the H Ne. 
25th W )1Y .t J)uo Hoe. and the ;s6th IVlIlaIIgor In at 'Iq 1Iinh, ~ 
JIlaclcbawka oCllllliU.4 12 and 4, fI&rl.-l04 624 U-00pI, fie ~. nev ~ 
bo\ll'a 011 }22 aarti.a. 

12 April 1907 

'rh. JlJ..ckhawlaJ tak. their tint 111te. Warrant O!tloer 00114. u4 WtC'hDt 
Offioel' 'rqlar ~. 101 }Ii ta OIl th. "II;!' OI.It ot h rr.nah r(ll."t n. !be .. 
WO JllaollhAloIlta wUl go OIl to oatabl1&h tbeaselvoa u the b1&Baoi 
"aa,sIlat ..... " in ihe 00!!lpAllJ. 

l} April 1967 

1!14' JaobOll aD4 \i/O IIa1tb, ~ a UB-1Cl. wen Nth" their ........ 
tir1ng pe.H 011 " .uspeoW lC hM4~ .me tbIv were bU vi tal 
J.nt_e &Ut~tlo weapona tin. CIne t'OWI4 bit IIIl4 uplo404 " 2 • .,,· 
rooke' u 11; " .. l-YiIIc \be po4. !he .xploa1oll M&1'lJr N •• " 
I'FO lowell' a ara. SP4 J.-. t. "oter, the _ ohiot. '=c1h1;el¥ 
WOIl' '" h1a pm.ut 0 &14. !be vo84 "u .0 4enetaUlrl,r u4 1I1 .. 4J.JIc 
00 protuoel¥. that SF4 Be."" 11 tenl..1¥ ~t IWI JuuI4 into a-u'. 
w.t oadt7 '" piaoh \be oriA7 ott. 1J.a ..... 0. aou ... w, 
)OlC lowell'. Ut.. th. .pl0l1oll &lao bIook... tho 11,)'''''''''' 01 o. 
end uvorel1 4a11&ged tho 00Il~1 lJJIItaaw. 'lbe ••• ~ture l'CIM 
'" abov. tho J'04 11M. I., JaoJtaQa u4 WO a.aitb ohCMl4 haw h.hl 
tho a1ror&tt 1Jrned1atol¥ betar. the ~100 ocapl.tel¥ tro •• ow 
betore the ong1n.e lillY \ap. lather ~ rSak tho 1 .. ot lowell' 0 

Uf. both pUote .1eGt.d to 1'l1 the or1ppi ... IIh1p br.ok to Dall ti.oIIC. 
'l:hero iba1 IaII.4e " perfeoi, JlO ~4rwl100 s:1lJU14 n, ] end Ini • ~eir 
'Iff47 tirl' \q. ,JC Bowell'l U'Il vu aaft4 an4 h. vu 0YIIIJ\IIr.\M. _ 
~ Statel.. 'rbe :Dootor'. ltat_t aU .. t&4 to tho aOWl4Jllt •• ot ~ 
pilote' 4eoiliOll '" tlJr " JIg '1oJIs. u ~q ha4JI" 1'1'C Bowell 
aost likol1 would haw bl04 to 4oa\h. 5.1'4 But .. vu ftoo •• 'NI" 
tor t.hl SilT .. 6tar. lit JaokIOft ud WO Silith vere roo_dH tar .. 
».1ai1l\&ll1lh8d i'l¥ag Cron. 

14 ApdJ. 1967 

fhe ttr.t ot aany OOllllter aortal' .i~ t(ll." tho !at PlOCk \ecaa 
\<ID1&h" So tflr ihe1 bve't 'be0ll _404 at tq 1l1ab. 



REPRODVCEU ~T ThL h,llv'" '""", '.0 
. f ~., .... ' 

A~ 20~ ho\ll'8 II&Jor WUa.. ,. Ja ..... reoe1"A4 III I. 'pnor nquan 

tor .. JlllIGIdaawk COIIIIRIUI4 _ OoIlt.l'ol .hip \0 aU ill tbe .. t... ot 

l'nk nok Special '0_ 0 .. vbJ.oh VBII WI4ar .. heM7 IICriar l1li4 

p\1a4 .. ~. Ma..1~ ."""'" Warrant OrtlOlll' JoCrnq, "rs-a' 
8~wa NIl! 111'4 ])Oll1l 'f'0111D~ 1;Mu ...m,oo. " eev tbe .1I1p. 

I'h4IH Jlaakh&vkt new ~ ua _ther aoll4J.UcaIJ tOl: H'fiIft1 

a0Ut'8 .. tho, .. ul8te4 tbe 1'nk D.ok CCM ""... JIur_ w.. ~ 
~1laD4e4 ou~l4e tbe belt nell: periMter .... ,-=-.. a1n. 

v0llnde4 N.at: \0 Ta;r 11ah. l'M7 alM ... l8W .. LJ! ill t~ tbe1J: 

vtIiT Ollt ot ~ weather NIl! 'lIMIt to ~111 .1JIb. lw tbeu oo~ 

lIOt.iwa 81'14 4notlcm to 4u1oJ the pUot. haw .... n,o_474 t. 
1Ibe llJ'C u4 ~ or.w te tbe AU )IHal wi~ , :Dn1 ... 

18 April. 1967 

I. W4 ~ tor the JllMkh.*.. lour SlID Ib1pr eM Ii.,. aU_ 

Uaplqe4 the ~~ l1li4 flT1JIC ..wli \.J that vouU haw "'_ 
Gpeot ... 0IIlT or peoplo with .u " o1&bt _tbI 5OIiba~ epel'1rDoo. 

I. Cl'Y1ll.u1 ~N: ~I_o Group vaa 1III1buahe4 .... the Oeabo41_ 

'DordOl'. '1'hel"'ere .. bout w ... OV&l'1'llll vhea C&pVJ.a l\ID4et ... 
Oaptaia \/ ..... 1". 1m ..... _ \0 1ibe n&OUI. CDOII apia 

JlbOkhAvk. n.v ~ouab thllllMrlltonla vile1'l Ylal\lllv ".. 1 ... tib-. 

.. q~_ ot .. .no. tbe &'1M e'v.II 11ne4 10M JpHial. rca­
Idvl.on iA\O the Ml~ 101. CapWD 01a. ~ 1 .. n,.. alf" 

ot bla ~ ple.to= &II_ the 101 who" ~ hwar& .-our4 ~ 

\Ill4e1' I1re to plok ., 13 VCIUII4et l1li4 IU ,.r~l. cao. acala tlle 

J'aekhtob -.. rtIC'_n4 .. tv. .. tl8' N1 ot JIIOI. alIA .&II vi .. '· .... 

ao I.prU 1967 

Ibe J'lolc"' ... expI&'itDoe hh t1ro~ 'al I a' ~50 !IGun. h* 
11 • .u end 01 '_wU- alIA the BlMkb •• 11ft .. UeA to In'., • 
alP' ,...,.plJ. '!'he .... doD VlAt vUbod .. biWi. 

n April 1967 

the Jlookb,wkl rooel ... tbaU tlrlt lUIJ' ma.ion tol' 11 'loU '0He0. 
!bel venat ' IIO.ttte4 - a 4q fd 1NOh ... 4 n." 

2} A)&'U 1967 

Jl&olt ~ ex"". U. 11.n' JaUalion Ult. I'M Boneu 1 .... 

to1l.ovH '" ~ J1~vlaI, while tM top tl&'en ldrac 11}) ~ Vall. 

'1'ldr~.1X litt oh1~ oerq tM lo~ &114 24 ,... 01 h 25\b 0D4 the 

1/}4 a.ac-l' In. the ,l.oII:h ••• oo.iU .. 1~ oM ,. 

24 I.pril 1967 

.... Uob on4 one boa"Y t11'a " .. parUof.pate ill tlle 11 ..... " ... • 

tlrot. Iacl. n~' lor the lot. 01 tM 9t.h W&I1\z;r. 

-------- --------.. ---



REPRODUC~D ~T lHL 
.... f\ ..... ", •• " • 

...... , ., 
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25 Apl'U 1967 

!be BleoJrb·.B are Vaft11Dc fez u.... "11' - !be 9th Royal 
AUlluallOA lq1.aont at 'unc tA. fbe lat hot 'Maohe. ~ T\mc 
tau 'YO ~t it do .. II't Pq' '- .boot at belleopterl vUb .. bJ.c 
~te rat paiJlted 011 h trent. When the, iU the Id PacIt 
retal1ated b¥ HatrCV1Dc 18 'WIaotlll''', 1 __ poa1UOA, 
1 .~ area, IIZI4 10 allllQlUII. 

Another bUlllp on a ro1lOl 1'oa4 '- ,terdQII. lian'lIJIt ottioal'll Jlem::r 
IUld .ad. oatch .. taU rotor .. the)' are aoillc ato a UaM LZ. 
!he a1roratt ia totaled aJI4 the CIV .uata1u ._ lInJ.M" _t 
the, are .ou 'baGk 1& IIIlUon. 

,0 AprU 1967 

'1'he Blaokha14:. f1DJ.ah Apri.l b1 oo-i UiAc 16 ant 4 a .upport of 
the 91;1). at 111 Tho. 'rbe, tl7 456 .crUea in 182 bo_ and 0&n7 
895 paa&&ll6'Irs. 2822 bwra for the Blaokh&'4:e tor their tir.t 
IIOnthl ._ •....... -.,. 

I 



\ 

• 

... ~ _xpmq vu l'el..,..t to 110"*' * OptatS­
nQ1It8UA1 a .a4J.V1IO tII4 • u.bt tire tea ... 8peot o' roz.oe. 
~ .t u l65~54 vu onn:ua lv #Ie 'fC. Ilewa ouu1u.t ,.. ..,_teI. to .. 45\h S-1iOal IDepJ.W •• _ tia1I. 

'J(q 1967 

C& tbJ.a 4a:i a J] IIn1cbawk .. pertore1 DC • C e.... CoaVol 
a1atlO11 tor .. 25th lilT. At 1500 bouzot .. thip "'* • hit ... 
Vila t0rce4 to l18ke a p%'8OIQlUonC'J , ..... S"" to obeak tm: ~. 
At 1600 \he .ame Bl.e.olchIDdc _ eea1A hh b,y eMIIIT tin, bow rc. 
be eontin-a to ~ h1a 1I18aLon \IIltil 1620 !Iouze .. 1IIIO\hc JUt 
torced hJ.a to lI8lte a pnoauUciruu7 ]M'!SJIC. Be ap1n n\urDt4 to 
the aU to oeupl.ete IUe 111881011 witholl\ twUw.r .iJIoi4ent. 

8 _1967 

Warrant Ott1oere SeIIlA &114 IIIw were -iDe ort trca ~ I.UIJl 
POL em a oouth departu:ft, 010884 d41M Dttl0 to the Iooet, 
"'!:MIn either their en&1ne tilled or a than ehe.t'\ ta1l.e4. !'bq 
vere at aboIR~' in the aU with leea \han '5 bots. JetCln t.bq 

. vera awaze ot the probl_ thq ha4 108\ -*t et tbaJ.:r RPM. !bq 
tell to \he P'OWI4 aD4 to\eJA4 \he e,1Nraft. WO Saale .I.e ll.11J1C ....a, we JIee4t baa __ ..-W to tN Stew. 

12 JIq 1967 

w "aIInN' ¥ ala MC1ne taU -.bile at • J.1&b IIowr ia lOC. Ie 
414 • ao<l4 ~ .. or .. ttlzlc it __ ..... U'I" .. IIId4e ti4 • .,ut. 

.' 



REPRODUCED 1.1 lHl 
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h Ilnolcb".,... Iwl tb4ILJ: tin,. UI4 prob&\l¥ lut, 1ta1Ja, .... 
• taa4 4owa. 

2.04 IIq 1967 

'1'b4I Ilea» •• 00_11;,," 15 UI4 " UI4 new aoo JuNra. 

U appl'ClI1I1a~ ri~ houn tb4I JlJ.glrbel/ka WJIe 1'&1.1Ud t. a 
taoUcol emarpnq. All .laokh •• , leti wbaWnl' ZMUppl¥ 111001. 
tb4I7 Iwl Hft flII aDd 'hea4H tor BaG '!roi. III WeDV ll!auw, 
10 Pipe vn. .i~ flII tbe .uip *'ilIB '- \Ie .... ,. 

~ Kq 1967 

.u 4uR the la, holt UBoo ... re4 three 1\111 GIl' :rooke, poa1U_ 
~, 'b7 8' .1Ui off the tq IJJlh periMWr. 'fbq wre "IIU0Je4. 

'fhe llaokba>dr:. n." }4~ hoWl 111 JIq vlI1le tb4I iQllSlew new 
>'t,':l hOlU.'ll. 

!be loUh pl_4 ti ... UB-lH M'lSOOptora __ Ihol*·* oabel 
tOll i~ purpOlift. 'DIe Jloolcba16:. M4 ~ JlaokvUow .lrilPC111 
tho l.ot, U 1M f4 the ~tb 11". MU ........ 11 ... , .. loa. SiX 
ileolrbavlal .... i"" 50 0Il1bu bU., two wan ............. tile lNIIt 
eontbNea to tl¥. Cap~ been. ,... v~. 1a __ .... ~. 
he oo~.1lUl.7 00llu.-A to 1hd • fiicb' _W • lI1uiM van 
1IOO0000li.lllH. .. noUftIl ~ .0. 'Olll'''_ YO we. vue .-iaN 
.. 10 IIDft wn ... 11.\1.' •• 

'fhe J1aokMylca vaJle 011 I1Il ,taw. vhuI a' 1.450 tbq were .. "e( • 
a 1M I at LI.1 1M. 1beT"" nl .... 4 at 1900 110 ... 

21 hM 1967 

u 1900 hO\1ft ~ IlJ.oko -. 2 IIm8 vue 011'e( oat .. a taa I t. 
the 25th 11 .... 

It, J\II1e 1961 

0_ .0011' .soc _ nuuate4 tor b.1w:ie. trca XI ~25020 to the 
'.h~£lw:T ac.p1W at Obu CDI.1. 

2.04 J\DlIt 1961 

taG I a' Lai Iba a' 1}OO boan. 
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Chapter IV Unit Operations 

2 July 1967 - The Blackhawks were involed in a combat assault mission in 
which they received intense enemy automatic weapons fire •. 
warrant Officer John Lindeman and his co-pilot Warrant Officer 
Paul Walker were wounded simultaneously in the legs and 
the crew chief SP5 John ilackey rushed forward and removed the 
pilot form his seat and flew the aircraft to the medivac 
facility at Cu Chi. For his bravery and exceptionally out­
standing skill which saved the lives of everyone aboard the 
aircraft, he was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

5 July 1967 - While conducting eagle flights for the 25th Infantry Div1e10n 
our uRat Pack" gunships received enem;y fire. They were cleared 
to return the fire and were credited with 14 Viet Cong KIA. 
They also destroyed four bunkers and four sampans. 

7 July 1967 - A UH-1D helicopter flown by }lajor Charles E. Sauer and 
Captain Thomas A. Derosier was reported missing. Crews were 
scrambled immediately upon report of the missing Blackhawks. 
The aircraft was found in the vicinity of Minh Thanh and 

12 July 1967 -

15 July 1967 

it had crashed and burned beyond recognition. No one knows 
the cause of the mysterious tragedy which took the lives of 
the four crew members aboard. Major Sauer, Captain Derosier, 
PFC Tatum and PFC Simon were the first members of the 187t.h 
Assault Helicopter Company to die .in the Republic of Vie~ 

The Rat Paok gunships received enem;y tire while supporting 
the 116th Assault Helicopter Compan1 on a tactical amergenc)" 
One of the gunners was wounded h7 the deadly assault.. .. 

-The Blackhawks responded to an emergenC)' and evscusted 
nineteen U.S. troops and one ARVN during the darkness of 
night. The gunships fired 2.75 rockets at the enem;y and were 
credited with three Viet Corig KIA. 

16 July 1967 - While on a general support mission, Major Wolfe and W01 Eckle 
experienced engine failure in their aircraft. The crew performed 
marvelously by landing the aircraft safely without damage 
or inj uries. 

26 July 1967 - The Blackhawks noticed for the first time since arrival in 
country, a new type of enemy aircraft fire (airburst) whils 
on a combat assault mission. 



R(PKOOU.ClU ~ I , . 
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August 

1 Aug 1967 - The 187th flew combat assault missions for Second Brigade 
25th Infantry Division •. They ~ried 946 passengers 'and' 
performed seven medivac missions. The Rat Pack killed one 
Viet Cong in the course of the action and were credited with 
two possible Viet Cong KIA. They also destroyed f~_ve huts) 
five bunkers and three sampans. Four Viet Cong were woUllded 
by the Rat Pack and later captured by the ground troops. 

4 Aug 1967 - What a day for the Rat Packl They were credited with 18 Viet 
Cong KBA as the Blackhawks continued combat assault missions 
into an area four miles southwest of Cu Chi. } '~ 

7 Aug 1967 -I The Blackhawks were called upon to support the 199th Light 11'4. 
Infantry Brigade in a combat assault which developed into ~ 
the fiercest battle in the history of the 187th at that time. (,~ " 
~~,jor William F. Bauman flew the command and contrel aircraft~O 

/ as his flight of UH-1D helicopters descended into the LZ and '> i· 
immediately encountered intense heavy automatic weapons and 1 D 
small arms fire. Four aircraft were immediately hit. Nore 
aircraft were requsted to arrive on the scene seven miles north 
of S~igon to assist with the insertions which were to be 
continued. More insertions into the area were executed and the -\\' 
enemy's ground assault continued to lash at the Blackhawks ;(o?_" 
flight. Several aircraft had been shot down in the LZ. ':!> \-~/ 
Lieutenant David EshelJnan flev into the hot LZ to rescue a ,I C> 
downed crew and received heavy automatic weapons fire. He • ~~ 
managed to rescue the crew but his aircraft \/as shot down after 
dc?arting the LZ. The 187th used 1S helicopters in the action 
and thirteen of these aircraft were hit, damaged or destro.yed 
as a result of the intense enemy ground tire. The Blackhawks 
slept over night in Cu Chi folloWing the battle. 

8 Aug 1967 - The Blackhawks assembled in the company area ,or a spot awards 
ceremony, Major General George P. Seneff, ~.anding General 
of 1st Av~ation Brigade awarded the Silver Star to Major William 
F. Bauman, Lieutenant Charles D. Eshelman, Captain Jerry T. 
Wagner, Captain Billie P~es&On, and Captain Gerald R. Kunde 
for demonstrations of gallantry in aotion in' the battle of ? 
Aug 1967. This \/as the largest awards cerenony ever held by 
the 187th. Five Silver Stars and 23 Distinguished Flying Crosses 
vere awarded. . 

12 Aug 1967 • The 187th Finally begans combat assault missions after re­
cuperating from the aircraft shortage suffered following the 
action of 7 August 1967. They flew assaults for the 1st Intantry 
Division operating from Phuoo Vinh and Quan Lei. 

30 Aug 1967 - While conducting combat assault missions in the Vicinity of 
Phu Hoa Dong four miles east of Cu Chi, the Blaokhawks received 
intense enemy ground fire frOl!l three sidell of the LZ. Eleven 
aircraft were damaged by the ground fire and three Blackhawks 
were wounded. Another busy dGy for the Awards and Decoration! 
Offic&r. 

._----._-_.-----------



-,--,------

September 

1 Sep 1967 - This day was established as ·Unit Day· for the 1e?th Assault 
Helioopter Company, sinoe the unit was aotivated at Fort Br&ig, 
Ilorth Carolina exactly one year ago on the 1st of September. 
The Blackhawks celebrated the day with Pomp and Ciroumstanoe I 
followed by steak dinners at the club. A CBS camera telllll was -) 
on hand to film the occasion as well, 'as to cover the Blaokhawks\" 
in action while they flew combat assault missions £or the 25th ) 
Infantl'Y Di vilJion 'In the same day. 

11 Sep 1967 - The 187th was involed in a battalion size combat. assault 
mission in the Hobo Woods. Major WUliam Bauman, led the 1'l.i&ht 
of twenty helicopterlJ into the LZ with tull suppression. 
Following the Battal10n operation, the Blaclchawks supported 
the 25th ARVN Division in a c~bat assault training mission, 
two miles east of Cu Chi. 

20 SeP 1967 - Captain Billie Presson e.. flight platOon leader 'of the' 187th 
was killed during the 'ast extraction from what apptared to 
be a seoUl'S PZ. He had led the Blaclchalolk, flight through out 
the day ccmducting Eagle Flights for the 25th ·,W8:ntry Division 
1n the Hobo Woods. FoUl' ships were hit by eneIIIY ground fire 
throughout the mission but continued' t4 fly • (lsI tnt' , . Pi i., en 
Captain Preesen died from a bullet wound in the head while 
sitting in the PZ aathe troops leaded. 

25 Sep 1967 • Vaile Rperating !rom a PZ in the Hobo Woods, a tllght of t1ve 
Blackhawk aircraft led by Captain JerF'f T. Wagner wa"subJected 
to an enemy mortar att.aek as the troops eerambled a~· .. ~ 
flight departed before the mortar barraies were adjusted ,towardlJ 
the point of touchdown, and there were negativeinjU!les or 
damage. New aviators in the flight earned their Blaclcha)Jl\t 
patcheD that day. 

28 Sep 1967 - The Blackhawks participated in a six company combat assay.lt 
into an LZ ten mile a aouthw&st of Go leu Ha •• lajor Wll"em 
Eauman led the formation and went in tor a single ship rescue 
of a downed Blackhawk orew in an insecure area, 

21) Sep 1967 - Warrant Officer Eric Mercer establishes a Blackhawk record ;;; 
Two foroed landings in two days. He managed to land safely 
without damage or injury~n both occasions. ' 



October 

11 Oct 1967 - Captain Ellis M. Bailey died when his aircraft crashed into 
the water and sank with six people on board, while on 
operations south of Saigon with U. S. Navy Riverboats. 
Captain Bailey was the only person unable to get out of the 
aircraft, and it settled in 30 feet of water. 

16 Oct 1967 - While operating in the vicinity of Duc Hoa, the Blackhawk 
flight received automatic weapons fire on short final to 
an LZ. They continued through the ballastie assault with 
negative suppression and discharged the troops. Two 
aircraft sistained bullet damage but continued to fly. 
Warrant Offioer Frank Kurinec is officially designated 
the ''JIlagnet" of the unit sinoe his airoraft had received 
ten hits in two days of combat assaults. 

18 Oct 1967 - Uarrant Officer Joseph Henry and 1Lt Jerry Adams were flying 
general support missions for the 25th Infantry Division 
three miles northeast of Dau Tieng when they received en~ 
automatic weapons fire at 1400 feet. The crew ohief Specialist 
fourth Class Richard Krawczyk relized that the ship had been 
hit but he did not realize that his flight helmet had taken 
a round also. He ~iscovered this forty-five mintues later 
When he attompted to pull his visor down. The single enemy 
bullet had penetrated his visor and continued through the top 
of his helmet. A close shave for. Krawczyk. 

November 

1 Nov 1967 - j·iajor B .. uman is promoted to Lieut.B:=lt Colonel. 

6 Nov 1967 - ~hjor Joseph C. Burns, formerly the executive officer of the 
187th becomes the new Blaokhawk commander in a cl~e of 
command oeremony in BlsckhaWkland. Lieutenant Colonel Bauman 
became the Operations Officer of the 12th Combat Aviation Group. 
!1ajor ThOlDll.s L. Hester becalllG the Executive Offioer of the 187th. 

30 Nov 1967 - The Blackhawks complete an accident-free month. The maintenance 
officer Major James Stewart, oompliments the officers and men 
of the 187th for the safety record. 



HEPROOUCED ~T lhl 

December 

6 Dec 1967 - Tho 187th wns. sumconed as the P~ad~ Reaction Force to support 
the 199th Light Infant~ Brigade in the vicinityof Tan Uyen, 
R~~. The flight of troop car~ing helicopters received 
automatic weapons fire on short final to an LZ ten miles 
north of Bien Hoa. The "Rat Pack" pounced upon the enemy 
positions immediately with 2.75 rockets and miniguns. The 
ene~~ fire was silenced and the troops were inserted. 
Extractions began late in the afternoon and continued into the 
hours of darkness. Warrant Officer Williem A. Britt experienced 
an engine failure at 1915 hours and autorotated into an insecure 
area. He and his crew plus eqUipment were immediately evacuated 
from the area. The Blackhawks regrouped and performed a nip,ht 
insertion of security troops into the ne.rrO~T LZ to protect the 
downed gunship over night. That was certainly a long day for 
the 187th. 

22 Dec 1967 - The nRat Pack" gunships wore scrambled for counter mortar in 
the vicinity of Be Tuc, )0 miles north east of Tay Ninh. 
The fire support base received a mortar agd ground attack 
after dark and the "Rat Pack" interrupted the enemy assault 
with rockets and machine gun fire. They were credited with 
10 Viet Cong KIA by actual body count at the location. 

25 Dec 1967 ~ Cr~i6tmas Day and the Blackhawks flew general support missions 
for the 25th Infantry Division •. The crews delivered food, gifts, 
Wld tidings of great joy to U.S. and ARVN soldiers throughout 
the Third Corp Tactical Zone. The mess hell experienced the 
Yule tide spirit in grand IItyle, for the flight crews returned 
for dinner which included a choice of chicken, steak, or lobster 
or even all three if one so desired. 

Janus~ 

1 Jan 1968 - 111e 187th gets a maintenance stand down. What a way to 
ccl&brate the new year. Everyone enjoyed the relaxation with 
the p.xception of the maintenance personnel of course. 

2 Jan 1968 - The Rat Pack gurlships killed six Viet Gong when they responded e te a call for gunship cover in the early morning hours at Fire 
ly~11 '- Support Base Burt twenty fiv~ miles northeast of Tay Ninh. 

Or: The base had been hit by an enemy mortar attack and a ground 
tll"l \ attack was underwey when the Rat Pack arrivod on the scene "cr l and disrupted the enemy assault. 

d
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- The BI&ckhayks becaJolo involvod in.a fiorce w.ttlo with n 
large NVA force Yhile on short final to an LZ, thirty five 
miles northeast of Tay Ninh. Two helicopters were shot do~ 
by the heavy enemy automatic yeapons fire. One crey member 
SP5 Kenneth Scruton vas killed and the throo renaining crew 
members Warrant Officer ;·lercer. Warrant Officer Jordan and 
SP4 Seitz yere down in an enemy infested area for tyO hours 
before they were rescued. The only weapon among them was one 
.45 caliber pistol. The Blackhawks continued the combat assault 
missions into the hostile area and later that afternoon, they 
returned for extractions. Again they received heavy enemy 
resistance. The flight vas mortared Yhile shut down at a 
nearby fire support base. Throughout the day, ten crey 

_mBD.ll;>l"r.~jiere younded and eleven aircraft susta:liied --dii.i!w.ge 
from the billIsUc assault. 

6 Jan 1968 - The 187th gets a maintenance stand down in an effort to repair 
the heavily dllLJaged aircraft from the previous day's action. 

9 Jan 1968 - While inserting troops in an LZ thirty tyO miles northeast of 
Tay Ninh, the 187th received onemy anti aircraft firo. One 
gunship vas hit by a .50 claiber round and younded the pilot 
Wnrrant Officer Thomas Eatmon. The flight of troop carrying 
helicopters received air bursts yhile executing loy level 
approaches into an LZ. 

17 Jan 1968 - Warrant Officor John T. Jordan earned his second Oak Leaf 
Cluster to the Purple Heart. He was younded twice by enemy 
ground fire within eleven days during the month of January and 
once in October 1967, On the 17th he vas younded in the leg 
by a .30 caliber round while flying on a general support mission 
at 2400 feet. After checking with the medical attendants at 
Dau Tieng, he remarked that it vas only a scratch and continued 
to fly his mission. 

February 

16 Feb 1968 - }k~jor Russell J. Folta became the commsnder of the 187th 
Assault Helicopter Company. The Blackhayks conducted a combat 
assault mission in an area five miles north of Saigon. The 
flight encountered en~ automatic yeapons fire and Lieutenant 
Henry L. ~Iyatt II escaped serious injury Yhen a round penetrated 
the floor and lodged in a book under his seat entitled "The 
SO'.lrce". He wrote to the author, James Michener, about the 
iTlcident. Within a week he received a letter from the author 
and an autographed copy of the novel. The Tay Ninh Base Camp 
vas hit by an eneL1Y rocket and mortar attack that night. 
Throe helicopters Yere dWolaged by flying shrapnel, One creY 
member SP4 Delmis J. Lulof was killed and !'light other Blackhayks 
yore younded. The attack continued until 0400 in the norning. 
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Ch".ptol' IV J .::u.'~r; 

1 J~n 1958 - 1.L1j.~ . .: ::'·/(C!:. cets c. :".nintcn"lJ1CO 3t;~nd (lo~:n. ':;l,~,t:l ·,:;.'.:r to colebrate 
the nO' .. l ~rc:'.r. ..'"'; :.:~o:::o c~oY'cd the r01~,""-..::'..tion Hi th. t;lC c:~co:!tion of the mc~in­
tunn.nco pars 01'1.:101 0:;'"' 00',W::-30,. 

2 J2.r.. 1958 - ':2ho .. ~ T 1") '~CIC .' ... ~,l;1.~h.ip:J killc;(l~ rl~:~. Viet Cone; ' .. ,·hcn th8:r r.'),·r~.")O!ldcd to 
11 en'!l for CU.J;'8j:~.::'!; co~,cr in the: onrl~~ no :nine: hourr; .'"'.t Fi:cQ ::)u:~"')C~ . .',t :Bo.su Burt 
t\lont:,r ::ivc ::ilor~ l1or·~ho(,.:3t of t.LT~~,r l!inh. :.£1110 bn.::8 h .... .r; b,;i3n hit b~· !In o~1~r'lY 
)-,1Cirt~·.r ,~.t'~,':'..cl( ,'In\~ :-~ CTound ~~ttC'..O!\: "TC2.n U."'1(1.0: ...... ·;~1.y ,":hor~ the :1 .T P.lCK ,~~r.L .. ived on 
t:1G ncc~le {'.w di;1rtlptcd the onon:r c~:mnu1 t. 

17 :'"8'1) 1950 - :V:l.'} 1~7t_~ ','~:-.. ~ ';'l"'n.ntc(~ ~·:loth.-.:r !".1r',into!'L;J'lcC 3tc~nd rlO',-,'l1 so t~I-,.'J.t th.:J 
ll,'"'",intC!r.:~;.cc }'cr.:,o::~~ol coulc:. 'Tork on t:1C c..:':.1D.b'ocl l1c1icoptoJ..'s. ~'.ll o '';:lC.r .. :' :;cr­
GO::-':1c1 :-;:).jn·t. tl10 ctJ.y fillin.:-;, Oi"-Ylc1. bG.L-~s C'...'1U ~~i~~jne: doo:;!or h01Q~;. ~';.-Z';.1.ill t,:.1.!'~t 
ni)yt, t>.t: ~)<"'..:Jc C~~.l~\ \v,~3 hit by [!. rocket :. ... 11(1. nor~'..::r ::'.t·t~c:;:. 

1 1'L ~r 1960 - 'r:1~; 1 ':,7 ~'!1 bUCi.'18 ~ c:"'.'·:~)· .... i.C1 -e.o fi.)1d ;~ot!lO:::' n~:.rH': fo:c the lL'1.i t • 
.'.not1:.::~:, 2,"'rL·.tiC):-: ·l'.2·~·~ ;.,~?::,i "'1:)(1 in Viet!')'.:·~ " .. i th c~ hc-:::i t ...... ~o to t:'l...: n~.'·.lD n]l8.ckh,"'i.'."'~:;:~J II 

'.ll1ic:1 r.':.t·J;~ b'.c:~ .~~ 10:;2; tho 7th ~JC::'l::cl:..~on, IGi .'~ir C8.V [I.:'.'rivc,~: in l)i[l..'r1, HV'l1. 

3 !l.'"'.r 1~),lv;3 - :~i:r;;j "~",-j ,tor::--, forn th0 7th 0:::' t.!10 1,Ti: c['~v ~'.:.~'iyod r"r "i11_country" 
·c:.:'·~inin6 'iii th tV.c- l-:'t-~h. '10D".rd.1oG3 oJ.' the l.H"I.i t n-..r:e conflict, t!10 CJ.0~,tS 

'.1(;1"'8 ~CC _pt.::d ·.I=ll~:·l.'_:" i!l .0. :l",nn.Jr for' '!~iC~l t!'1.·, 187th h·,\;] .1.1 .. r::.J~~ bDon noted. 

~ H'.l' 1]G8 - The :':'::. ·-:tclr:.; 0:"'''' the 7t.'1 of t:1U 1~;t. ::~,v "'Jl~.c:':.h:l..~·r1;:.~ r(d;'..'..:L~n·)<l to 
tb . .:ir u;·!.i J.; n.ft...:,::- t:, j.)"~in.~,~ I!i tIl tile l;..i7th in CCf.lb:'..·c ,'.," D.l.ul t (i,nd ~ren;r.'"',l Gu:,!~)ort 

lJj:::;.3ion:::. FO'.~ :--;vi .... ·~~)rfl h ~V0 ...... J.H['.yS bf~<,:n :-.ccc~)tc(l \.Io..rmly b;{ t..1.C :'>:3:,;1.>C1.'8 o~ tho 
lC7th, but n.:.!YJr i:1 t~10 ;:x'.Gt h:'..ve .... Jl.y of t!10D rcturr.od uith our 11.:::110. 

10 :~"r 1958 - >:'ho lC7th'.8zc.u1t :-!ulico"Jtoo' Co:.!P~n:i Vot8:l on [L 11l0'1 l.:.. .. it 11.:no. 
Tho:) n~c "Cru~,~~r.or311 net i.:·.~-rrov~. nncl (t Yic,-orou.'J lYi:0C:.L"c::: 1.Tr~3 ir.i ti::.tod to 
DP:L'CL',C: tl~u uord. Le",.r ait'.tn8 :'-""!d sJ"t1bo10 ","ero pl.:-:.ccd in -the COnl? ,n=,r ' .... roo,. 

23 i:''.r 19.58 - On t1:in (L~~.y [' .. ~ offici:-· .. l C..!.':'ODOn:.' ',/0.0 CO!1(~nctC:ti. tn !lubJvicly 
2.."1nounc~ the nc)"v.r 11 .. .i.1C 0; tho 1:J7th -'.'38[;."'..41 t nolicO:9tor Cu:,lpr:.n~t.. ::l"'O~ thin ~ 
on the u.vrl.t ~.lill ov the "C."I."\wo.dC:'3 11

• Tol0vioion .~,l1d rctJ.o ,c:C .;ioi'L"'1cl covc:rod 
the GVO!"!.t ['.11(1 '~~::-: 25'~!1 Illf·'J1tr.;r i)ivi.3ion E:' . .nd r\ddod to the pO:1jj (nd circ\.u)3t~CC. 
':r11(; 1:37t!1 sCr'rod I'.:: .'\ .l~C~,c..y ~\c~:.ction .:rorcc: .... :nd the cc~:'o;".Iony H.':'.,,':' interrupted 
'.then t!1c fliC::1t :.''.)ccivecl Cl1 ur{!cnt cf"'.ll to rCBpond irr-::(:di ... ~tcl~r to ;:.11 :'..:3·~1 t 
nl.s3ion nc[~r :f\l1"~~OC VirJ1, .or/H. rfhc nCru3,~~<1cr31t scrC'..:-:lblcd to thctir hc1ico?tcrs 
r.Dd cloT.r"bo(~ fer "C1-", r.li8niO;1 Ilh;.ch continuud th.roUc'\h the hours of cL--.rlmofl:J. 
?h·., coro~:-IOTl..y \"1."',,;; nO"I..:.:r i'inir;hoit • 

. _-_._. __ ._---_. 
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DUC EOA 

27 ;':arch 1968 The C'.cusaders flew COr.1hat Asscml t8 arocUld the Duc Hoa Arca. 
TI10Y flew 304 sorties, carried 525 passc~~ers and 5 tons of 
cargo, they did not encounter any enomy fire. 

1 AFcil 1968 
Ap :Bao 

6 April 1968 

APRIL 

r,:')lG Crusaders working with the 199th Lt. Inf. Briil'8.de flew 
256 sorti8s and carried 302 pCS3Cneors. Th3 fliGht on­
countered licht serra uutomatic fire from grid XT 300290, 
'c',,) Rat Puck was crGai ted wi th 4 ki 11 s by e.c ttl.?l body 
CO\\11t a.nd 1 entimatGd, with 9 structures nnd 7 S2rlP[;''lS 

dostroYGd 8X011.'ld the Ap Bao Area.. 

!eha Crust1dors working ~Ii th the 199 th Lt. Inf. 3dC. h,~.d 

=tl10r long deW, thGy flew 406 sortios, carried 669 pas-
8011<.",:er8 and 4 tons of car.:;o. The fliGht log.:;od a tokl 
of 119.1 hours. 

11 April 1963 :118 Crusadors had Mothar 10llii, but fulfilling dr,:\,. Thoy 
wo,:bd with the 5th Rs.neer Gp. 101 3t lIB:;, with II Field 
,'orca e.s o.l t. The Crusc,clcrs flG\/ a total of 539 Gortics, 
cDrricd 531 po.ssellGoro and 10 tons of Co.:!:'50, lOGGing a. 
total of 114.1 hours. 

~10 fliGht cncountGrGd heavy small arms fire in t11.3 BJ.. .. Gll. 
(ho South of 'lhy Ninh alone tim river, but did not rocoive 
any hits. The Rat l'o.ck \{8.S crodit8d with 3 kills by actual 
CO\Ult, with 2 sampans dGstreyod·. 

12 April 1968/' A no.d day for the CrusedGrs. While flyi.rc S".lpport for 3 
. BDD 25th Inf. Div. t11" R8.t l'r.ck reCeived 670 hits from 

l1occQr:-.to antiv aircrdt firo, N[)ultin..~ in.3 KI:. '0 and 1 
WIl,. !i'he aee. of operc:tion wes 1!or~h Ep.st 0:: lhu Tieng' at 

---.,~. tho ;iort!10rn tip of th8 Hichclin Rubber l'bnbtion. The 
fliCht flew 351 sorties, co.rricd 695 po.sse~ers end logged 
~ totcl of 89.6 hours. 

29 April 1968 Tho Cruscders worked r.,;-o.in, with tho 3 BD!!: 25th Inf. Div. 
in tho Michelin Rubber l'l~.ntntion Ec..st of pa.u !Cieng. The 
fli.C;ht received light rn:w.ll =s fire, resulti:1g in 1 WIJ., 
who wa.s IDcdevo.ced to Long 3inh. 

The flight fle\{ 293 sorties, cc..rrying (>, tot~.l of 683 pas­
S03ng-ors • 

. _-.----_._-------- ----------.-------
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8 Hey 19G8 

11 l:",."y 1968 

15 l1ay 196:3 

19 lia,y 1963 

25 It.a:r 1968 

29 }Iay 1968 

---.--.. - .. -.~~-

:;\1(' CrusMers cupport::'!l0 the 1 EDE 25th Inf. Div. flow 320 
30rtios, c('.rried 617 prcSS811,SOrS [,Jld lOGced 21.4 hours. ~e 
ili.:;h t re:coi ved ene hi t fro:n liC'h t St)::I11 m.'OS fi:t'o 1'. t XS 
~,559;; 7, West of S['.igon r.l t the horso shoe. 

lbe Crusc.rlers "'-£"nin support"d the 1 EDE 25t:, L'1f. Div. 
flyinc 349 sortios, cnrryin; 429 'Gssoncors. TIle flibht 
l":Jcoivcd 3 hit~ fro!:! lie-ht snaIl nrms fire in the LV Ria 
betwoen ~c..n.: 13=;:; a.nd Trl1r,.:; k,."p, grid XT 542213. 

I'ho Crusndor3 flew 396 corties, ec.rriod 744 pc.sscn2:"".'3 llJ1d 
IO~;l!ed 112.7 hours w'1ile supportinc tho 3 BIlE 25th Inf. Div. 
tho fli2"ht ncc.in roc(dved sD::'.ll CJ.'lllZ fire, from tho 11icholin 
Rubber Pl2.Iltation grid Xl' 542539, rasul tine in 1 hit on c. 
t:l-1 D aircraft. 

'."l;) C~'l'.;:;~,.d'~~":~3 £u'.':)(l"::-.ti:l3 1 3D3 25th Inf. D:x. a.."'1d 3 3I1E 
25th I:cf. Div. fLl", 275 sOl'tics carried 814 paSSGl1,S"ers 
D:d lotticd a total of 102.3 hot12's. 

~'he flicht received heavy anti aircraft fire 3 Idicks East 
of '::T"-'10 Fn.n(;' aIol".:; l:iw2.,Y 1; [;rid Xl' 533187, which x'ecul tod 
i:l 2 aircraft hi ts nnd 1 crew mOL"1ber woundec'. Th" fli<;ht 
1"aG credited wi th 1 kill by actup..J. body cotU1t. 

'l'he Rat Pack, "hile wo:dcin;; for 1 EDE 25th I:cf. Dj.v., 
::pottcG. a 122 mm rocket larmchor Nor ~h of ':'r,y ~Ii::ill :BasG 
C,VCl c:,::ip X~ 091545, tllC rocket launchor lm.s brou£,ilt 
uncial.' fire by the Rat Pac..Jc a"ld destroyed. 

Tho C-.c·L~saLcrs, while fJ.:rin:; .for tto 1 s·~ TI:8 25th :~ll., 
flow 318 sorties and 5~·9 passenccr[;. ThoJ (:l1::o~'.r:~ ... '~cd 
onc~.\}" fi:L:'o encl 1{aS cloa.:c2u to rct-rtrl~ fir,:::. ::;nc L:.·~-1D 
holico)ter received shrQ;:tm01 from a 2.75 a'1:i t>:o Ooot'S 
'L:n.uii..crs ,.,ore destroyed. 

,n,ilc su~portine the 1 st Ede. 25th Inf. Di v.; tb, Crusaders 
1l·:w 501 so:!C'ties a"ld caxricd 788 pnsilent;e;rs. Eno,-(\' fire 
was rGcoivod and 3 mIl-D's received hits f~'om aut.onatio 
"'Go. pons fire. 

,r.'ile fl~'ine Combat Aaso.ults for the 2nd Ede 25th Div., 
thv (}.c1l.saclors roceivGd enemy fire. After obtaining 
. '~"."?'(.e the Rat Pack To1lGd in and soon cl~d possiblo 

~",; :.illcJ and one 3WX!'u.n, 
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19 June 1968 

24 JU!10 19G8 

28 J1l!1e 1963 

12 July 19GB 

~~ er .. .waders l~;lilc fl,'ing CA for tho 2nd Bdc flell 362 
so!'tien and 468 paSSCl1;::ors. Thoe' recdvcd moderate automatic 
1lOa:,ons fire aml took 4 hits. 'i'hey quiak:l;y roapondcd and 
clcir.lod 2 VC lcilled by bOlly count. 

W.1ile :<orking for thc 3rd ::Jdc 25th Div.; the Crusa(~ers flew 
392 sorties and carried 720 passengers. ~.xee enemy bunkers 
were s?otted and destroyed. 

The Crusa.ders, supporting 'Cj1e 101st ARB, flev 363 sorties 
all,l carried 687 l'a.sGer(;ors. Total hours flo1ffi was 122.5,' 
rJlothcr lana da.v for the CrusadGrs I 

Fl:'il'"J for t]:e 101 Dt ARB, th" Crus~,ders encountered heavy 
sm::ll arms fir.:: from the are(';, North of J:!rang :B~;. They 
roccivod one hit and quickly respond8dkilling at lo(';,st 
0:-:'0 VC. 

JULY 

\{lilc flyine Conbat A8S~Ult for the 101st Airborno, the 
~ls~dor3 receivod sL~~ll arms fire. ~lO Rat Pack rolleQ 
in and destroyed 4 strl,ctu:::es a.nd killin:; at loast 2 VC. 
~lCy cot one seoondary 8xplosion froD their attack. 


