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HEAIlQUARTER'l, 520 AVIATION BATTALION, AFO US_ FO,lCES ')6295 

CAl1P HOL:t.&AY ATTACK NARRATIW; 

12 Febru.-~ry 1965 

Normal security measures were in effect at Camp Holloway on the 
night of 6-7 Februllry. The US Interior Guard was posted at 1900 hours 
and the Military Police Interior Ss.;:m:"ity Patrols were mounted at in­
tervals throughout the early evening. The Regional Forces Securiy 

C~,mpany assigned to Camp Holloway had posted men ~Jn. eleven guard posts 
about the perimeter of tho installation. The six US Guard perimeter 
posts and the airfiold tower were manned. During the early part of the 
evening no unusal events were reported, and the Military Polico porformed 
four (4) patrols of the camp interior. At about 2230 hours, a through 
search of the perforated stoel planking (ps) aircraft parking ramp and 
other adjoining aircraft parking areas was initiated in response to a 
report from US Guard Post #3 that there was noise in the PSP parking area. 
The search revealed nothing out of order. Two additional searches were 
made between 2305 hours and 0120 hours. Tho report of these checks were 
also negative. At 0030 hours, the Vietnamese ,Regional Forces Security 
Company Commander made II telephene check wl"th three (3) of his outposts, 
including post #7, which is located just Northeast of the installation, 

and received a report of no unusual or suspicious activity. At 0200 
hours, Camp Holloway came under mortar, demolition, small arms and baz-
ooka attack. ApproxiITk~t0ly seventy (70) rounds were fired into the cant­

onment area of the camp, striking primarily into the troop billet areas. 
Numerous satchel charges were placed on "and near"aircraft in parking areas 
by saboteurs who had infiltrated the instalL~tion. These saboteurs were 
seen exiting the PSPramp by US Guard Post #4, and by Popular Force Sec­
urity Post #7, which engaged the enemy with small arms fire. Upon opening 
fire Post 1f7 was in turn engaged by bazooka and small:arms fire from enemy 
position nearby until saboteurs made good their escape. 

, The' mortar and demolition .attack was terminated by 0205 hours and 
aU firing had .ceased by 0235. II CO"l"PS Advisory Group Compound was 
also broughtunper attack by satchel charges at 0200 hours~ 

Nunerous casualties, including sorno killed, were inflicted at both 
the MAAG Compound and at Camp Holloway. Current casualty count of 52d 
Aviation Battalion at C~~p Holloway includes 7 killed and 98 wounded in 
action. In addition, five aircraft were destroyed and twenty others 
damaged by blast, fragmentation, antI fire. No buildings were destroyed, 
but several received l*ljor.damage and many were lightly or moderately 
damaged. . 

As tho. mortar attack on Camp Holloway subsided, wounded personnel 
were collectud and plans made to commence Aero lIedical Evacuation. The 
first Medical Evacuation ilirCl"llft departed Holloway for Hha Trang wi. th 
$Criously.wounded casualties at 0345 hours. 

Aircraft maintaining serveillance over Camp Holloway after 0207 re­
ported no enemy contaet or un~sual sighting s • At 0905 hours, ,,1\ rein­
forced Eagle Flight .was launched to the Northeast of Camp Holloway. 
This effort to gain contact with the eneny was successful, and subseq­
uentlyexpanded through a series of air' landed assaults, trocp place­
mont, and Eagle Flight.s over the next 48 hours.. Contact was established 
.with eler.lents of two company sixed units which were involved in 1h e 
attack on GruapHolloway. As of 12 February, 28 encm.v have been destl"OVfln 
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The Viet Cong do not aUacl, .rithout a reason. Tho re~,son for the 
attack of II Corps B,viut.ion sqri'ort capability· bucomc$ clo<.r whon th!l re-
cord is ,i::llockod. Each month, tho ~2d Aviation Battalion inflicts approxiately 
150 casualties on the Viet Cong. This figure. is groqt8l' tllan th0 number of 
casmlUos itiflioted by tho ontire AIl.VN II C01'PS oaoll mont.h. Add to this 
t.ho fact that Army k;iation is ~,bsolutoly i!."l""lx.nc,lble to supprt most of 
the Ollt.PO$ts and taet.ical oporati.ons ~,: .. ~hin II (:0:1'[,3 1',J,etieal Zone, and 
tho reason for Viet. Cong att.acics on tho 52d Aviut5.on Battalion is ol.oa:,:,: 
A!'Il\Y Avin.tion 1.s hurting t.ho Viot Congo It is hurting bad enough to mn.ko 
them risk the laos of mort arc. and several companies of crack troop :i.n an 
Gffort. to roduce the effcc·l;ivoness of army aviation units, Ths Vl.ut Cong 
has i'a:'..lnd. in this attempt. 'fhe 52d A.viation B"tt"ltol1 romains ccmb11.t 
effective nnd contim\Gs'to provido II Go:rps wJ.-th aviation support. In 
fact, th'3 b'ltt'llion laullcll<Jd a· rcinf.o!'o,'l<.~ Ec,;:;J.o F! . .ig}·:t. f.ron Cr.mp HollcMny 
only'· sev,m 1;;.0\1Y.'3 aftGr the attack,. th'on follo~rod l;.p ~rit:1 four additiOlnl air 
mob5.lo ope:r,:),t,:i,()ns 1'l1.j:hin the next fortyeieht hourC'. '['hen we staeed 11. L1ilSS 

i'OJ:'I~l.Lt:'.on fJ.:ight' 0;'8]:.' 'at,' ploiku as we r')tl.l!'llcd hone just to let our fdcnds 
knm~' vJ'c nl'0 nt:i.ll around 'tio keep the pro sure onq 
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