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• SECRET 

1. Mission. Marine Afrcraft .. ~oUp36 a~~~i~~:~;'~~11~~~~~i~ 
Task Force Deltaassistedinoperatiom; in ri~::~lM[~;~;~f 
Quang,Ngai. Province, to locate and' destroy'~menw for.cest' 
Group provided heliciopters for troop'Ufti Med'. 
TAC(A), HC(A), 'reconnaissance, fi:rai' .suppI~essiimi';:c'~lIl!Tlarid.JII:1d.~l:Li.d;sori;" 
arty/NGF spot,'and escort •. MAO-)6. also ·coorclini~t.e,d 
HLZ's in the areas of operation with CG; ·T.i~sk:,F.ilrca .. ~}e.Lva,,;: ~~~~~i~~~j~ 
and Coo~di~ted ,a~ h()li~~~cro~~at~()ns . " .. the~riooas.· ni"' .... i!i. ~, 

2. Chrono ical;':> Operation' IlO~iL:[;E~s~~~;~~:~;;!~~~l~~~~:~~~, conseciltJ.ve p ases,'designed ~to p, 

area for the ultimate purpose. 051;~~~~~~g and'.(reertroY:L\'!~(:Iji'J'ol:',~; 

with every effort made to create ~~~~~i;~~~i forces. On DDay 28 J:.anuary 91 ~~i;~;~~!~!~;~~~;!:~f~:~ 
to conduct DAGGER. THRUST type gea,~ch. 
extending 6:,000 '. . .' . 
BS 8342. The build u~ .• rif;~or~·' c~ie;~s:''': ~·.~9·~';;;;~6~ 
conceal the task foree-ls:\11timate··obj'll~t:l.ve~i"~~,nle ·'(j,eet1·:1:1 
inherent 1'n heliborne"operations w:as' :~~c):.i~f.~~~d d1l1Mrll,.'·'EHiil:: 
the exceptionofemergencY".i>esupply-and ~W;~~<'i~(;'i.t. : .. , 
MAG-36 equipment aM sUpplies' for -the' o· ~~r~~~1~~~;J.ct,:,~~~~[~:1:tt::i~'~!;~7 T.i.FDS, aircraft maintenance,':a'nd 'air.' f:l~ld 'f e' J.amleu 
OVer the beach and rapidly sat' up 'and 'operatillg 'by 1?1')('}"'6ri 
Fr.om that t.:une until 16 Febl-uary MAG~.30: providbd : ! 

Task Force from its advance' base known as JOHNSON'. :".';':;"'-" 
CP consisted of a combat' operations center withi.the· 
s-3 and S"2 occupying' adjacent tentl:!with the nec.essary 
links withCG 1st MAW (.TADC),Mi\O-36 Rear at KY Hl\~ DASC" ·TaskForce·· ',.0 ,. 

Delta, and USS .Valley Forge •. Tneiorward CP was: set up 100 yards from' 
the Task Force Delta CP and the DASa which mIlide close liaison possible~ 
II maintenance Section'of H&MS.;.)6·landcd over tho beach w:!.th.oneR;"1820 .QEC 
and one QTC as well as: a. supply' of high usuage spare parts and required - . 
tools. A TiIFDS with a 30,000 gallon ll5/145 capacity anda.lO,OOO gallon 
JP 4 capacity were .set up along ·Side t,he: ~,air fiii:rll:i.ty,lantt·.once .. " 
fuel analysis had been accomplished provided : fuel to:. the.:aircr~:rtfor.,: . 
the remainder of Phese L. ... Forty eight., rocket,po.ds plus. 7.62 ammunition. 
we::-e landed over the beach, and replenished as:requiredrrom'Ii!:Y·HA. An·.. . 
expeditionary air facility was estabiishedcomplete·.with: towe.:r,'.!r.tlIIl-!!iY '" .. 
lights, VIP pad and reSUpply pad. \ThiS forWard CPo and air.fi.eld~s ': ",:" 
operated from 30 January .. unt"i116 ebz.uary wtienPhase': Ie securedF imdall. :,;'.i· ": 
equipment and supplies wcre:·backloaded to.KY& v:\.a helicoPter"and:·ship· •. '.' ... ' 
Thc 17th and 18th of February'wore spent planning and:.preparing for" r:: ,:",,', 
Phase II of Operation DOUBLE EAGLE at KY HI. Air Facility at ChuLai. On 
19 February 1966 tlie initial heliborne assault landingL~.f.:..ph?~i3: J;:r.;~~:t'e 
made ten miles Southwst of Quang TinPrOv1.nce· He~.dquarters~comniand'''' "., 

__ ~ and. C~n~rol facilit:l.es;~TAFDS, aircrflft tnaintel?-ance,and airfield control·· 
r facl.htJ.es were emplaceavia convoy at. Quang TJ.n Province Headquarters ... 

].00 yards from· Task Force Delta CP on the 19th of January~Again the . '> 
Commanding Officer, S-3, and S-2 sectj,ons were setup in the. field with 
the required communications links to 'ling Headquarters l-lAG-36 Rear at·. '. 
ICY HA, ill,SC, and Task Force Delta. Tower and runway lights were set in, 

, ,: , ". ~ ,<, • "'." :.~,..;.;,',~;';: :! ' . 

-------._-_._._--._--------. 
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as was the 30,000 gallon ll5/145 gasoline and 10,000 gaUon jet fu;:;eJ.;"c~,:,:;,,:;;_;</, 
-~ Tl'.FDS. \ Aircraft maintenance facilities, including an ,1820, QEC and 

as weli as rocket pods and 7.62 ammunition were established at the f,orwar'd 
facility. Full operations were. conductedfroll1:,:this'.advance.d ,base 'knOWN .". 
as JOHNSON CITY II, until termination Of,' .:(m:2lJFebruary::J.966~ .,,'. 

. During both Phases of the ,. . 

~ advanced expeditionary bases. All a~~~:~~j:t~;o~~i~'~11~r~~~:h~~';~';!;~~~~;~::'~, - areas during daylight. hours, and rettu""n,,(Ll~o:".LJ'"'" 
those required at the adVanced area for Eml(lrg:iml~Y 

This co-location ,with 'rask Force'::~'~j~~;~~.l~~~;l;~~~~I~~~~J~~:1~1~~~i::0 satisfactory, for it allowed close .-1, ,:La:LS(),n;"ap!l: 
changing situations. 'Joint briefings '". r.er's:,tl.Elld 
problem areas were eaeilyw0.rked out :'ftUs:~A~\W 
should be ,considered for su~eding oper,''l'cilo;\s~ 

, . 
"~ ,. ,of •. ' 

a. 
planning son was . 
period. In acidition, numerous.lift;l)of. 
equipment and artillery pieces were , " 

ordor to prepositionartil:j.ery. FInd. 'R~',~."~'~'~'~;i1;~~~::~.·::i~~;: .--.for subsequent operotions.\; On l30700H Ja,nu,arY',J.70<'L 
from Hl1I1.,261 and HMl'i-364 lifted,19.6 tr()ops of,., 
1he 2nd ARVN Division from Quang Ngai 4irfieJ.d ,intoan~,UI:'l?ecure. zone.: , 

. at BS 834422. vMo-6 UH-IE ,aircraft cOlltrolled 'j;heLZ prep py 9xwoQ<i A:-4 
-a~!'craft and Naval Gunfire. prep; \ The opc:>:':,tionwas int~nded ~o 100k,;-": 

!J.ke a normal. se')rch and clear'type oporntJ.on, ,howevoJ1. J.ts, prJ.mary.pur-'· 
pose 1,/aS to anaJfze ,the area, 'for its IlUbsequent' use as a-' Beach Sup:,oroG,.' 
Area for the operntion. The t.roops were retracted at,131400H to Quang,;;" 
Ngai and Chu Lai. On 22 January ,1966 two UH-34DI s and, two OR .. Ul' s',' ,,: 
proceeded to Ba To (BS 565330) and retracted 12 recon troops from a -" ' 

'--patrol five miles northeast of Ba To. The patrol had encountered a Vr:J'~ , 
force. In addition a search was condueted for four missing patrol ' ;, r 

members, three of 'i.hich were. subsequeni;ly locatod. 'At.,26125OH January .. 
1966 nineUH-34D' s from i111M-261 lifted 197 troops from Echo ,2/4from, ),'," 
KY HI. to Nni Dau (BS,874325) in'such manner. as',to' make it appear to be., 
a routine. resupply mi~s;ionto the outpost. '',rhecompanie's ,actual mission 
was to seize Hill 163(Bs 850391) , in conjunction with ,\l1:::4RVN nnit to: .. 

----gain the commandi,ng terrain overlooking the D-Day 'beech;4,At 270552H - ,,_ 
eleven UH-34D I S from HMl'i-261 lifted 18h troops from Golf., 2/7 from Kef HA 
to QU2.ng Ng2.i Airfield to: standby for possible reinforcemerrt., of the Echo 
2/4 assault on Hill l(l3,,:but the company was-,notrequired and they were . 
returned to the Chu'Lai elfclave. "" .'" "),;,,"'-

.~ "',' 

b. D-Day 28 January 1966., In, ke'epingwith tae planned operations 
mi'nimum use of helic9ptcro was made on D-Day. 'VMo-6 pJ;'ovided tliO UH-J.Et s' 

\ 

\ 

on station durilj!§the day for TAC(;,) ,purposes, a,d.two UH-lEts wore ..•• ,< 
provided to the ~ommanding General, Task Force' Delta for Command and " .. 
Control purposes, as they were for the remainder of .theoperation. HHN-362" 
the SLl!' squadronr,shuttled personnel and cargo from the USS Valley Forge 
to the Beach SuppoH '.rea (BSA) and surrounding areas. Med Evacs wore .. 
lifted from the ES/\' to the USS Valley E'orge, USS Paul Revore and Bravo 
11ed. A recon patrol which was being pursued by a larger VC force was 
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. r?tractC;1d from ES. 59B.J.75 to the BSA,1ato in theday'12 ~-364 alrqra:ij:.· . lJ.fted 245 troops of·' B1T 2/3 from the U(3S Valley Forge to an unsecure \ 1;1: ..... '. at BS 754412 •. Automatic weapons fire was received 'from the Vicinity' Of' ",', BS 765420 and,one.airqrnft was hit •. One ffi.'lto1-"362 aircrat'text>erienced'!;f, .. engine failure in the BSA and subsequently .. was' repaired and returned to :<"!, operatioil •. The entire tenor of D-Day operationewas.:tdc'nIake1t'Iciokas';',,·· though another DAGGE)'! ~ST .;!;ype. operation was being conducted."'.. '.' "p' " . ........ ,," .,:,_' __ .":'" ';'~r~ -,',,"', i', ,,' ,,:"; •.... 5,: '.', :~ ;. ,": .... ~'~::;.'.-< ... _.,' ,(:-.~:.: '~:"",::' .' .1 c. 29.Januaril966~" At 2901$.30HsixUH-34D's dEiparted~Y HA'for·the'· ...•. '. BSA,and aur:ing We aay PC;1!f9;t:rned,,r,esupplyand MedEvac:.m:is~ions·:betweeil' •...• the BSA and v<jI'ious sl}ips ofthe:l!c\lIk force.' At. 2906,5H ·e1ghtecnUH-34D's, . depal'ted for Quang Nga:L .Airn!lld;to ;!ltandbyfor:cont:tngencypurposfls.'·~" . Ii,' ;4T 290830H these aii"<:rait,~e're, utilized ,to 11ft 192' ARVN troops from' "', ;' .• ,'; . . Quang Ngai to Tra Bong (13s 341880) for reinforcement of the outpost. The "&ircr411 t then returned ,to Qu!1l\g Ngai and, resumed thecpm.JngoncyS:tandby 'until 291B3OH ~el\l they returned to.; ~ RA. l1H-lE aircraftofVMO;..6 ;, •. ·.were employed itl'convoy escort between·Chu.Lai, and ~angNgai~ TAC(A)/TAO· i' missions in the. objective area~ and .p~Y War flights lin the vicinity of ' the BSA. . At 291845H twoUH!"34DJs frol11, ,HMM!"362 land two'UH-IE' s' inserted' a recon team atBS 754421 •. To complete the day eight UH~34D's from HMM-261 departed KY HA at 292045H .w1th:j,2"OOO. PQunds cifrations:~of,i;hel3.(l1""" . " .' . - - -, . , .. ' .' - " l.. ~ . . 

de 30 January'i266. In!lddition t~ ~~SuPPlY, Med Evac! ,,\nd . "riministrative passel'lgor lifts dul:ing·the. day; one 'major strike 'was' . ;'\ccompliShed.. At .301400H Jiwenty-eightUH-34D t s ;from HMM-261,,'FMM';'~63, clOd HMMl364 augmented by 12 UH-34D's from HMM-362 and escortBa,by four 'JH-lB's of tl'!e 118thAviati,onCompany lifted m.T 2/3 (-)'from the U3S' 'VCilley orge into an unsecure LZ . .!It BS 717429. LZ; prep: was controlled . by VMO-6 aircraft. acting as TAC(,i,). Mission liasaccomplisned'without . incident. Eight UH-34J)' s' and two .UH-1E's remained overnight in"the, . BS;" and performed emergency resupply and. Med Evac missions, throughbut the night. . 
~ . .., . , . ' . .-. 

e.' 31'January 1966. 'At 31070011 four UH-34D'sfroinHMM;:'26i-a6~6;~ni&d .' by one CR-)7 froild1AG-f6 and two CH-.31.' s of the 20th; Helicopter . Squadron .' ". U&~ lifted six lOS~lM howitZers, 79troop~ and 70,OOOpeunds of' cargo '01' ... '--Hotel 3/11 from BS 843419 to BS. 718426.\ .. L11't was completed without .... ', ... incident. .\t 3l0945H sixteenUH-34D' s from HMM-363 . and ten, UH"-34D' i3from' HMH-362 escorted bY four UH";lB's from i,he 118th aviation Company l11'ted" : 179 troops l radio relay equipment of 2/4 from BS B12475 to HIll 508 , • ....", CBS 61B369). VMO-6 aircraftcontrolledth. e .. LZ . prep on th.~: ~glle~,_)l.t. ,,; .. . 311430H thi . six UH-.:l4D's. of HMM-261,RMM';363, and,HMM-)62.Eiscortedby"'· t-"o UH.,lB~s of the ll8th Army ,Aviation Company and UH':'lE'a of VMO-6, '. .' lifted $96 troops and eqiitpment of 2/4 (-)- from BS 812475. to an unsecure 

I 
I 

1Z at BS 602392. 1-Hour waa 311500H and LZ !fep was provided by 1.-4 _and F-4 aircraft controlledbyVMO~6 TAC(A).·t .... Throughout,the,<iayair-." , craft from HrlH-364 prov1dfd rellUpplyand Med 1iJvac aircraft .in support' or··.· , . .-the task force, and11JolO-61aircrait.providE1d 'l.'1.C(A) for airstrikesthrought 0 .. 1-the objective area. Eight UH';'34D's from HMM-261 and two UH-IE's of ~10-6· . remnined ovorn:j.ght in the Bsi. for contingency and Med Evac missions. '.' , . , c'·.. ',' 

f. 1 Februaty 1966. At OllOOOO twenty-eight UH-34D!s lifted 380 

j SECl'IEl' 
'r lllrl¢~b3U'1'.o \ 1) 
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troops 0;1: BLT 2/9 ( -) from Quang Ngai .lUrfi~ld'r~~o'an';hhs~~ur.i'~~~oneat 
BS 665475. The flight was escorted by armed UH-lE and UH-lB aircraft. 
and LZprep was provided by 1>-4 and F-4 aircraft. ,Upon 'completion of 
the lift the aircraft lifted another 172 troops0f.2/9(-}'froii1 the' ", ,'; , 

.-.~ic~nity of BS 4275 into the same1Z;J Mi~~io.ti,was·~cc.omp~:f.sh?ifW:i.tho~t'" " 
J.nc~dent. Normal resupply and'Med Ev c nu.ssionsWs~e' ,!l,ccompl~sb.,Q(t,: ,;; , 
thoughout the day and night. ' At 01l400Hfour'UH-34DI iiasconed'bY two, ' , 
Army UH-lB I S departed on a recon insert and retractionmission"at, '" ' 

-..... BS 422595. I The mission was to search 'for 'tl1e Cgrav'6 Of':,a:~,tis:¥~;;;:'iWP;ile,,' ': 
awaiting the ground troops to accompliSh' ,thei;'1.m:rs'Si'611' the af.r.cr':'ft "; I':, 
were, diverted to. pick ,up"another f;tva, man're~oil't.eainf~oinBS'(S25297,and",' 
returned them to Ba To. The aircraft then 'ret~nea·t6pickultt~e 28,:;',. 
recon troops at BS 422595 plus the remairis'bf~:t,¥,~r:.~ts, kIlC""i~,::'.ih;;' ~,,>, 

-." ','. l'~~h",:,~{:,'" . ,_., ""," 

g. 2 February 1966.' 'Maj~r actiVi~y' tnis)ifa~'~~s'the'#f!2Bf:~/4(';:)"''­
by 28 UH-34DI s from BS 652455 into three 1Z

' 
iJ·;~t'BS 795312, 'RS,n6327;" • 'I 

and BS 785327. Two UH-34DI'slrereassigned'£o'c1irect supnort,ofe'ach ~,' (, 
infantry battalion during the day, nnd eight 'UH,:~4l}is and two UH;.lE1 s" \ 
remnined oV(,rnieht in theBSA for cont~ngei1cy~'purPOS6I1'~':, " '" , 

" .' '~' " , ',: ."r ','~) ! .,',,, .. 

h. 3 Februr~ 1966. At 0)063OH two UH-34D'iffroniHHM-363'escorted ' 
by two VflO-6 UH-l I S inserted a recon team at, )~S 808272., At. 030950H , 

'-one UH-34D from HM'l-364 escorted by Itw6Army 'UH-lB IS inserted:."l.'five Illan 
recaa'team at BS '535408, and retracted a four 'man team from ,the' ~amezori,~. 
At 03l230H twenty seven UH-34DI S escor·tedby two ArmyUH-lB' slift:!3d",",' J '-, 
499 troops of 2/4(-) from BS 795325 to BS 838~77.iVMO-6 acted as T~':C(A) " 
mission controlling A-4 and F-4 aircraft on 1Z prep. At 03l530H fort~ , 
UH-34DI s escorted by two UH-lE' a lifted 500 troops of B1T 2/3( -) from 
BS 719425 to BS 921267. l.gain Vi'10-6 acted as ThCCA) for 1Z prep. .it 
031730H twenty Ull-34DI s' with two UH-U:' s as escort lifted 'an additional 
225 troops from BS 636449 to the B&. at BS 834420. 

_ i. 4 February 1966. ,At 041540 etght U~::,34DI s escorted by two UH-IE' s 
lifted 150 troops of Golf 2/4 froll)'marginally secure zone at BS 796328· ' 
back to the B&.. One IJH."lE had a,tail rotor shot away and crash landed 
in the vicinty of the pick up ,zone. Security was provided f9i'the doWned 
bird throughout the night and it was lifted back to the BSl. the following 
morning. Rainy W(Jather hampered flight' operdions ':.hroughout the majority 
of the day. ' ' , 

j. 5 February 1966. Resupply Hed EVac and T"C(.i.) ,missions were' 
accomplished through out the day. lIt 051706H six UH-34DI S escorted by 
two UH-lE's liftod a 41' man reaction force, to BS 753433. The same force 
\V2S rGtracted at 051850H'. ' 

k. 6 FebruClry 1966. Conlmencing.061100H 35 UH-34DI sand 12 uH."lE' s 
of W.G-)6 augmented by~UH-34Dls of MAG-16 arnr Four Army UH-lB's,and 
three USJ.F CH-3A

'
s stood by for lift of 2{) rein ,plus three 105MM howitzers 

and six howtars from BS 719425 into an unsecured zone at BS 728176. 
vle;)ther in the, objective area caused the lift to be cancelled. At 
o60835H two UH-IE' s launched on a reeon of the BS, 7948 area. J.rrned VC 
were observed moving into a cave. After clearance from Dandshark Bravo 

4 

-,--



• .,: 
was received. the fli~ !leliY~d roek~,cnd ~chine gun fire into the 

~t~~)· th~~u~~~~:~a~!tQi ~f~g ~,~;~~; tm~!~/~~~t::t~~~i~e'd 
over night at. the BS1 • .t,orHed;,Evag a~d ,1'o1WjJH..,j4D' s~.na tiNQUfI.;,lE's , 
remained on Condition ~1I 5.~andbyon th~, USS 1T411ejO'orge.·· Kc.eping ,.' '. 
UH-IE aircraft onG~nditioit'ItI aboardth~' Valley ~orge at mght:.1?ecama 
a standard routine t,her",; M.tor di:iring Phase I~":' ,... .",... 

'. .,: .... ,'"... • .. ,.'·,l ...•. '_. "", .. " 

. 1. 7 FebrUa "1966.:':Jlt':07pa39fi f~;ri.::ii:H".34D' ~:;~corte~"by"t~b ArinY~:)":! :' 
UH-lB I s li:t't,ecl 2? Neon tr6gp~ ,t:I'O,lI).We' J;lSi\:into Wo 'ups:~cure LZ! ~:at :::.~ .... , . 

......... BS 765277 ~ndBS78727b~.A:S~.cOn .. d'H" t,~.s mlld ... e''I4tll~:28.·. a<1dlt~,bii~.l, : 'n,',::' 
~econ troops into anLZ a-p ,l35.~79~~7~~Jl,tO'?1025Ifr¥ty UH-34D,'.s., ••.. 

..... escortectby £:our UH-lB' s~ -:Lil,ta~p53. ;t:oops o~ ~/9(~?1'ro~,a 'lit~r~ina;Uy!:, 't.!. 
securo zooe at BS 71$429'to an Ul'l's'eClU'e zone'At 'BS726175. 5I1;i.per,fire 
was encountered in the vicinity of the pick up zone and l'Iix airc~aft· -,' 
wero hit., none seriolls1y •. ' U,;,Hour was 011100H."LZ prep wzsprovidedby 

'.':4 and F~4 aircraft cori'trolledbyVli:J-6 Ti,ctA);',:'Oncofupleyi,:;Sn"c;i"tlifs; \' , 
. lift 56 troops and22'~xtcr~g'i:£~ts' o~ :~ortar':~~tt!ii:--.f· ~jJ.2j.j'Jrc;' ll;{t;;ed . '( 

from BS ,115429 to BS 726175~ ·:.130~h ·l.i:t:~s. ,!,!cre completed without ~ncident.. .' 
,\ircraft ,for r~supply I]lis?ions, "19i-e . as~igned to Shore Pa1:;ty qr6up for . 

'-a.irect support to the deployed units.' VMO..,6 provided Ti.C(A) rand Ti,O' . , 
missions throughout tho' clay i1hd:.cameto assist an. AMnyo:'l which"~i:JS " 
fired upon by VC in a tronch line •. Thetrench~i c 'was plastered l.nth 
rockets and machine gun fire, but no damage assa ent could be made; . 
At 071800H four UH-34DI II e' ~qrted by t.w 1.rrrry ,;,lB's retrar;:teq ,the .. 56 
man recon team previouslyirisertaif'this·rlate·~.·'Tne .pick·upWaS'~miide in,~" 
two lifts Elnd on ~~ch pick"up''hea:Vy:stiiper 'fi:rt1'w:as reCeived/~ilci. 
returned by all /\~rcr~,r.~on, ,the i'light~., ,i'" .. , " .. , .. ', , : • 

. . "";"~ "'-' ':'?'. ". . "',"" '-'~ ~,-.,,",,",, , ... ; 

m. 8 Febrti<ll-y 1966~At oBi1()()f( 26' UH':j4'D 1 s·escortiltt"1l1ci~i:i:Ar1i1Y . 
UH-lB's li1:ted 301. troops of .Lima 3/1 plu'!, a Battalion Coinmand' aro.up. .' ., 
from i3S 834424 to an unsecurEi' zone at BS 744207. The flight" then r9turned 
to tt:e liSA andl1fted 205 troops of. India 3/1 into the sam.ezone.·, ,E'our '.' 

-JH-lE' s Jpf VJ:1O..,6 acted as Tl,C(l,):thr~ughoutthe lift contr~,llit1e iL-:lJ,and . 
F-4 aircraft prepping and capPing the LZ. During the lift one UH-340.'·· ,: ,. 
~IaS forced down by mechimica1. troubles .. in i:munsecure ZOnectt, liS ,756235. 
The crew was illlmediately retr.eved without ;l.njury and five' uH;';34n w'p"i?e', . 
diverted from t.he scheduled .. lift With tlJcir ,troops 'to sCcl.\ie 'tp.edawn9d' 
aircraft. A reaction force from the B&l'W!lssubsequently 'l1ft'3d int.o ... 
the 1I0ne to relieve kisforce. The riilievcd'troops wero' iift',id to'" 

. ;)';!~ 

their Originally intended zone. The dowriedaircr~it' ~s li:ftQ'd .0ut.o,(:·J, " 
the jone bY. an ii:rtrry., CH-. 47 and the r.eaction forc.e .. wa. S I'etUrne.Cl.·.Vl·th. e'''' 

···BSA. 1.t 081745H tliO UH-34D's escorted by twoArrrry UH-IB'.s. J,i:r:~"ed ~.' . 
. four man recan team· from the l3Si' and IlttemptEl'd .tOi,nsert.them,:at . .:.-:'::: 
BS 727327'.' The '.mission· was aborted wh.\ln VC ,and llUllj,istakes wer" obsorver 
in the LZ. 1, second four'inan recan team was'retracted'trom BS780320 ':. 
back to the BS;,. . . . '..,',,' ,",' . . . ., . , " ' .. 

, , . ~ . -,~, :'. -, 

, n. 9 FC'1:ruary 1966

1 
At090725H iourpR~34D'~ escorted b~rt'loaI:nied 

...-tlH-IE'13 aircraft lifted 56 recon troops from the BS1linto throe unsecure 
zonoS' at BS 7h8305, BS 65340, 'and_BS79134o~ On approach to the zone at 
BS 748305 one UH-34D received a brokenstri.tt· and lifted ·back out of 'the.' 
zone with the troops aboard; returnoo. to tho BS"disch1'lreea the troops 
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and departed for KY}L(: where' it was X'ecovered w1,~·r ill~iq~nt."·Two. 
UH-34D' s immediatel~. picked up the troops from' t,he,. B1lli,' ~n,~ insertsd. '. 

""-J;hem at BS 748305. All mcmbr;rs of the recor:. te?-~plus ,'?,ri,?VC priso[),'<;>r 
were retracted at 0 17l0H. J,t 090955H four UH-34D1 s,.escorted by two' .. ' 
armed Army UH-lB I s lifted a reinforced squild pr,?"ioosly);U,'tod ir:to. the 
area for a search and clear mission. Intens,e S1TlalJ, ariniif):'.ire was'.,. . 
encountered from the vicinity of the zone arid two'ai:r-craff;'were hit ... · 
one receiving five holes~ .. ' The. i\rmy UH-lB' S Fe:to/u,ed, SllJl?J;'e~si":'Jf.}:j..r~.. . '. 
and al~o recei,:ed. one l1.it, frSm.vicinity BS:622~99 ~n};.h? ~O:rizoll~al:!;< . 
stabihzer. MJ.ssJ.on was aborted and all llJ.rcr;att. roturnedsci'ely to '. 

,.j;he . BSl~. t The' stran~ed sqUad if&.s· the~' 'reiPfbrc'p~; Py,:~ ·cp~.anys~ze. unit' •. " 
mOVlng overland, whJ.le overhead Vl'IO-6 T •• d(ll.) 'scontrolled,l~-4 and F-4" '"' 
aircraft strikes and performed'~rti:iJ.erymis's~9l!~' iii·~.)~~ar~afor·~he. . ''' .. 
balance of the' 00 .. y.' '''''''..' : .. ' .. ' ' .. ' ,. , ........ ,," ,' ..... :"...... ., 

'0, ' 0 \,~,: .. :'.,-U:~~,d,,": :~\;:'. ;, " ,,;;. 'i'·. 
'" .. '-" .... -. -. ~." ... ) "- ...... .-.,,,'~.~, .•.. ...,,~';)~~'~,~~~ -~, ': 

0, 10 FebruaBt, 1966. j,t 100900H te~UH;" 34DI ~ lifteil 200'£~6op~ of " 
Hike )/1 from 8S0145 to BS 741iS3.Mission "i;ompicted·,.without'incident.' 
iit 101l00H eight Uh-34DI s and three tJSl:F. CH-jA.'.~)if~eir: 56"trooll~':sj,X '. 
howitzers and 16 oth' I' external lifts' ()f .Mortal'Jrattery 3/12 from .BS 733164 I. 

to BS 838424 without incident. '.' UH~1E ai:t'craftaqHhg::~s''):AC(A)~§ntr~lled' .! 
c.ir.s:tcikes by A-4 and F-4 aircraft and adjusteaaJ::til;Leryon a trench 
complex at BS 890330. Portions of the trench weredest,royed by the 
""Ulbined strikes. . '.. ,... , . 

..;..... p. 11 February 1966,) At ~i03oH twelveUH~34bis 1~heCl65 trocip~i:>.f 
2/9 plus radio relay perslmal framBS 733163 to an unsecure ~re~ at.~ .. 
B.'J 618J69. ri'h~ landing 1:3C" prec~ede<:! by !.;Z ,prep .4:-4 a.j_r¢r,?;'ft~, .cont\<~l10(l.· 
by V i'IO-6 T,W(;.). At the completion of the LZ prep two UH': 34D's landed a 
five man reconteam to clBr th'.l ZOlle of. any remaining helo .. stajcglS, .' .'. 
!Jlission accomplished without incL1ent~' At Ul530H. fort. 'Ul!-:ih l:sfl,'Oin:.y I 
MhG-36 and MAG-16 escorted by armed UH-IE's and UH-1BI s lifte.615 troops' 
of BLT 2/9 from BS 733163 to an unsecure LZ at BS 56~383.LZ received 
l!! minute artillory prep from Ba To (BS 568336) fo116wedby.4S'minlitesof 
air preP by 1<-4 and F-4 aircraft •.. M:islion.ac .. col1lP.lis.hed without.inciC.lent •. 

"-'At 111730H two UR-34 I S escorted by two lIimy arrtiiJu·UH"IBrs.'riJhacted two . 
four man recon teams from BS 588277 an BS 640250"i\nd returned them to. .' 
Ba To (BS 568338). At 11l830H sixteen Uti-34D l s escorted by two UH-IEls 
lifted 186 troops of Mike 3/1 froni BS 740145 to BS. 799170~AS tl).e lift • 
progressed cloud COver descended on the drop zone and the las":, ;;0' troops ... 
were dropped at a ZOne 300 meters "l'est !l-oc;l 500 me~ers ,lower., t.lissions· .. 
completed without incident. . 

q. ~12' February 1966 •. J\t,.~12P13OHtwo UH-J4J)*,_col"tied",by' two..eI'm~d 
UH-lB I S retracted a five manrecon .team from BS 780320 and returned. them 
to the BSl.. J,t l20900H ci3ht UH_ 34nta lifted ).50 troops. <?fHoteL214 '" 
from BS 856173 to BS 922188uithout incident •. At 121500H eight UH-34DI s ' 

........:lifted 56 troops and 23 lifts,lincluding 12 externals of Mortar 
Battery 3/1~ frem BS 839h20 back to .the USS Valley Forge. lit 121730H 
two UH-34V' 3 asc('rtcd by two armed UlI-lE l s;. retracted. tlj'O recon teams, 
one 3t BS 509415 and the second at BS 56043.0. A tlfird'team was retr2.cted 
from BS 661312 and returned to the BSA. Shortly after the recon team 
,,~s inserted at BS560430 the team reported'~ighting 100 VC and a 
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decision was made to'ret:t:act the team. Two UH-34D',S. escorted by two 

.. amed UH-IE'sl'aunched immediately for the area and·.under conditions .. 

of reduced visibility succcssfullyretracted .thd team without iriCidont. 

r. 13 February 1966. At H).500H tl1irty-~Gven U~.o34D' s. of HAG-36 . 

an(l MW-16 escorted by four armed UH-lB'S lifted 285 troops of 2/3 from 

BS 93014).' to Ba To (BS 567339). The aircraft then returned to the BSA 

snd lifted 185 troops from Echo 2/3 into an unsecure ~one at,BS 564447 •. 

Tbe flight then returned to Ba To and lifted the remaining elements of 

2/3 into the same zone. 1Z prep was provided,.by 11-4 and F-4 aircr.ai'1?, 

controlled by VMO-6 TAC(A). Later the same'day an emergency retraction 

of a comprom,sed reco~eam w~s accomplis~eci by: VMo-6 aircr~ft frqm,a , 

steep mounta1n slope. One s11ck sneaked 1nto the zone and with only . 

one nkid touching the ou.nd lifted the four-. man team out, While tiJree 

gunships provided suppressive fire against the VC. ' ., 
:}~1'~ 
r*{ ~, l4...!ebruary 1966.:Ilt 14131SH· sixtee~UH-34D' 13 escorted by two. 

~~'l armed Uli-1EI s retracted 290 troops of 2/4 from BS 822303 to the BSh •. 

',,1; Neilr the end of the lift three V. C. snipers were sighted in a trench 

~ , at DS 820310. The UH-IE 1.3 returned fire on the I:lnipe.r!3 killing two and 

~l:.~ w01'llding one. One UH-lE -eouched down and ca:pturedthe ;founded V. C. and 

:;~ the 1oreapons, resulting in MAG-361 S first ~(Captured by Air) •. At. 

)ilf; JJ~:L.J10H two UH-34D's escorted by two Ilrffied UH-lB' 8 retracted a. four mm 

,~;I: reGon t,eam from a marginally secure zllUe at BS 619369 at;ld returned them 

~i to the BSl, without incident. Two additional recan team~were' retraoted 

'. ~_ from BS 524396 and BS 849391an~.returned to the BSA. ~ 

,~: ... t. 15 February 1966. At 150810H twenty-five UH-34D
' 
s acc0!1lpanied 

;r;ij ; by four UH-lE'S providing holo escort and T.,CU,) lifted !!±O troops of 

' .. :;,.,:..... Golf 2/3 from BS 540419 to the BSA. Moderate sniper fi~c was received 

~' from the vicinity of the pick up zone, but none of the Bl.rCraft were hit. 

!;,;?i One UH-34D went down with mechanical problems at BS 572353. A reaction: 

./? platoon of 49 troops from Echo 2/4 was rapidly lifted into the area to 

n",: provide security for the downed aircraft while an engine c'hango was 
I~!~' ,;., . accompli~e. d.Repairs were .. coml?leted and the s~«.\lE:l:t!y,fol:ClL~!1,~-

;:~) -:traCl',ed',N,t 150930 forty UH':34D's escorted by four armed UH-lE's and 

,ii~; t10iil UH-lB s lifted ~roops of 2/9 from BS 540419 to Quang Ngai Air-

'.iY.;I.:; field without incident. Commencing at l51USH th8se same ail'craft 

.I"j~ lifted .419 troops of 2/3 from ES540419to the USS Valley ForEe. At 

![i~ l51330H ten UH-34D's escorted by two UB-IE'1l lifted 6.Q-~roops and radio 

,t:;! relay equipment of Golf 2/3(,..) from Hill 508(BS 618368) to the BSA. At 

,::,:'1 151400H twelve UH-34D's escorted bytwQ UH-lB's lifted 200 troops from 

,;.1~i Mike 3/1. from BS 9226 to the BSl .. At. 151li3OH ten UH-34D's lifted.§O-

.r, troop~ from Quang Ngai Airfield to Hill 163 (BS ~49391). At 15I500H 

.; Fourteen lrrt-34D' s c.ommenced lifts of 68. ,000 Ibs. of artillerYk 
affimu-

.'D? . ~ition from BaTo to Thach Tru (BS 758469), and one USAF CH-.3i~com_ 

<;;~ menc(·)d hfting fv·.lr 105 MM howitzer from Ba To to Chu' 1aL To complete 

:;;.,: the day at 151715H six UH-34D's escorted by two WI-IE'S lifted l.3Q...i~RVN 

,"., truop;.: ",nel 1460 Ibs. of cargo from Hill 163 (BS 849391) to Nui Dau (BS 

812322). This was by far the busiest day for helicopter operations bJr 

MAG-36 in RVN to date. 
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u. 16 FebruClry '196~. "This was tj'le finpl, day" 
l!!i.GtR, and Has spent retracting' S1I\all, elemeITts of ~,~ii~rii:~t:~r~~~i 
BSA for back loading. At the same time 11AG-36'se 
facilities Here lifted back to KY Hi:. ~ ncl back loaded " ... 0'0" ..... ,'" 

last elements of ~1',G-36 departing the BS1, at'161430H'. 
tics for Phase 1 are as folloHs: ' ,", 

Flight Hours 4529.8 
,'1 . ! 

Missions 
.: I: 

>lC69 , 
Sorties 

.. ! I > 
12,919 'J 

15, 78~ Troops/Pax 

Cargo Tons " )8~S~~ , 
" 

i:.ircraft ,Hit I. '4J 

,~ircrilft D01m/Recovereci', j!~ 

Casualties 

-. -. 

", 17 and 18 February 1966., ,Thi~ period was, spent planningaiid pre­
pe,ring for Phase II of Operation DOtr.!l:h EilGLE. ; Supplies ane! equipment 
Here loaded aboard trucks for lifts t¢> Quang Tin via convoy. 'F:i,nalde": 
t.aila of the initial lifts for Phase t1 Here Horked out Hith Ta~k Force ' 

-Del';a staff and supported ~nits. j • ' , 
II, " ' ' , 

",1., 1:7 Februar, 19. • Phase II ccpmmenced Hith forty-eight IH-3hD'Q 
of !'JV}-3i'i-and l'IAG- escorted by nine! UH-lE' S ofVMO-6 and fl'ur UH-lB' 
of "0 0 A 501' st hviation Battalion li:('ting 548 troops of 2/7 i'rom bo,;h 
KY liA ,:,-~dn Quan~ Tin Province Headquarters ,(BT 308224) into tHO unsecure 
~cnc;" J,,, ",'·/an \BT 160169) and LZ Duck! (B'£ 170164). L-Hour Has at 190930H 
e'l'",l,o,i)' Pl'8P ,laS provided by A-4 and 1)'-4 aircraft .controlled by Vl'I0-6 
Tj,(",\), O:,e UH-34D experienced engin¢ malfunctiori'in LZ Duck. i( react.ion 
Cl':',,~~n;r of 161. troops of Golf 2/7 HaS i lifted into the 30ne in.mid al'ter­
now to tJr~lTide security for t.he heloj after the battalion moted out. At 
19,L90: ,rr a USAF CH-3<~ lifted thp. hull '\laCk to Quang Tin~after aCH-37 ' " 

_h"l~ J.:,'_f~',8d the e,ngine, blades" t.ail pYlon etc. back to the' 1,8"',,1 At 
19l"i.J,r;--t! ~ .UI-l-3hD' S from ~J,G-36 and MA(l~16, and T:ll1M-362 of theSLF lifted 
1:7':; troops of BLT 2/3 from the USS Valley Forge to two unsecure ~ones at 
Br ),()~11:9 Ilnd BT 198145, UH-1E and UH-IB aircraft escorted the mission 

..... anc1 V'10-6 ulntrolled A-4 md F-4 aircraft on LZ prep.j Seven UH-34D'e 
rec.pjved nmall arms hits during the lift, hone serious. On completion 
of tl:n i;act.:LGal lift 450 additional troops of BLT 2/3 )-1ere lifted admin­
i8trc:t.J.vol~,:Y- from ".he USS Valley Forge to Quang Tin Province Headquarters 
Hi thont :;',lc>:Ldent • At 191230H 480 troops of 2/9 Here l.i.fted from Hill 29 
(Br

,' ?J.30) Jnto t1(TO LZ's at BT 262125 and BT 235122. ~gain 1..-4 and F-4 
aircraft. provided the LZ prep controlled by VMO-6 TAG ,A). As these major 
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'.' . area. Armed·UH-lE's .. under positive control of the ground unit fired 

.... rockets and lnachine guns at the fleeing V. C ••. Four Arm;" UH-IB' gu.nbirds 

.. were also scrambled to assist. Relieving;n statibn throughout :the . day 
the mi-IE and UH-IE accounted for 19 KBlI.. plus six possible KB.i... 'At 
23l$30H two UH-34D launched on a Med Evac mission of one critical USMC 

.. tlIA at BT 028211. Weather' at .tl-ie tiJne was 600 feet altit1ldc_andonehalf 
mile Visibility. Enroute one aUcraft' WI¥! hit by small:arms fire which 
,stSl'ted an .electrical fire which wall quickly extinguillhe·d. . The co-pilot 

. ,and both crew members were. ~ig~tlr. woung~.fl in. the" ~'ct~6p ·:'l.nd the air; ." '" 
,¥ ...-craft retnrned to Quang T:!.n~~-" Two"P1i-;tE' s. were l~unched at 2316l0H on· t-he f ~ 

"~,;,i . 'same mission. Weather ha!i de;teriorat,ed t-o a .40~. ,fo?t' c~il~nii/but despite '. 
~ 1 " '~'he' marginal weather they,. managed to' get, into the Z'cme and J ift the W . .' : 

.',!:?, ,,\Delta Med. The accompanying !lrmed UH:'lE receive,\:' .two hits, ·orie in·tbe ' . . 
;~\~. '.. > " • 

:&1 .' c ckpit ane. o~e. ~n the tail t:o't~~~ ~;.t~9 i~j~riefl~er.\i,nc~rred, .....:::,:; , 

;~~ ···.·;'>bb •. 24 February 1966: Twerity ,UH';'34D's escorted by 'four Army UH-lBl's.·:· 
"t.~: . ·.,J".,.;'.~ifted 1186 ARVN Marines from Tam KyAirfield to 'anuns.ecure zoieatB'r' I ,: ,'i";:\:"'BT143305wi thoutincident.,.. . . 

. ~,~,~;~;\;l'·: ;·'cc. ;: Febru " 1966,' " A/25073OH eight~t;~34D' s' escorted '~;two .. ' .\; it . 

;~i1 ,Armed UH-lE's inserted 10 ·recO'ntro.ops. of.Rec'on. Group Bravo 1ni6six . !., 

I:t unsecnre zones. .The inser.tionwascomplet
8

ed 'intwo lifts without ihai- .. 
.-;1'1 dent and the troops were ret;rac'ted at 2"" OOH fro.m two zones. At 2$0800H .,' ~ . ~ 
;'1;:; .ten UH-34D's lifted 82 VN're.t'ugees from BT 055251 to the LSA at Quang Tinn . 
fii. . 3$,000 lbs o.f 10$ MM Ho.witzerallUTDmition was 'Uftedfro.m Quang Tin to. Tier. 

! .. ~~:,\i,' Phouc (BT 115137) by teii ,t!H'-34D's at 251030H.: . Seven UH-3uD escorted by. '.' 
. . two UH-lE shuttled 120t:rQops "of: Golf 2/3 from BT 05$2$0 to the LSll. •. Two; 

'A~, aircraft< were hit enrotite·'~nd. one:co-pilot was wciunded in the leg. At 
(~.;,.{".;. ,;., 251400H twoUH-lE's lauriched, 'oria' recon with a VC POW and interpreter ,to 
'!ffJ~1 I; " locate a jSpected va iiosp:l,.1;;aJ.·and to select aLZ fora' possible lift· :tnto 
:;.f:il --the area. The hqa.p?,.t.al waa),ocatcd in the AT 9722 area and aLZ was'select 
;,WI ed at AT 9 7225. At 2$1$1511 twenty-four UH-34D'1S escorted by two UH-lE's ;m and two. UH-lB' a cominence.d lifting Gol! 2,3 from 'the LSA io the LZ at, 

,". AT 977225. VMO..;6 .and1l.i'my.:~.mb:i.rcisdamaged anddestI-oyed several permanent. 
W type buildi,gs in theyiciirl.ty o.f AT. 9623, obserVing several' secondary 

';J,.I ('xplosions. ,One UH-34D madaa precautionary landing' in the zone, a mine 
·.A,·.:,:.;:.J,. exploded close by and the aircraft lifted 'ciack out of' the' zone· and re-'-

t,nrned t,e the LSA safeJ.,y. The.remainder o.f the night launched to llT 003-
tj~ ~61Y where they picked up 97refu!)ees andl1.ftedthem to the LSI .... ··· At .'.. .' 
1*, •. 251800H Golf 2 t3 was '·lifted back out of the zone' af AT' 977~25 and returns,} m to. the 18".471 troops of 2/3 were lifted from the LSAto'the USS Valle~' 
J;,ii . Foree. ' ' J .. ~"" ~, 
</ 

.i':i/l 
~:~;,t:~ 
'~~l!:;_ 
J? 

dd. 26 February 1966~ ; At: 26;),5l5H eighteen UH-~D'sretractcd 1$3 
troops, h.2 mortars and annnunition from BT 0552$0 to the LSA and USS 
Valley Forge •. The flight encountered light small arms' fire fromBT 060-
2$2. OneUH-34D experienced engine failure in the pick-up zene and an . 
engine change was made during the hours of darkn~ss.and the aircraft was 
flown out it 270800H. The engines were lifted in and out: :b!PSl;F··CI-\-~ •. 

..c::..At26l700H a Provisional Defense Company of 2<7 .was li~ted J.n-t.e ,ProVJ.de 
security for the do.wned aircraft and the remal-m.ng elements of 2/3 were 
lifted to the USS Valley ~'orge. This Provisional Company was retraoted . 
by 12 UH-34D's at 270930H. 
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ee. 27 Februari[ 1966. At 27073OH. six UH-3l.!D's 
troops from BT 021289 to BT 232315 without incident..At'2709(JOH 

CH-3A escorted by Army UH-1B lifted 32 troops,. two 195MM fi01HT'" 

and 17,000 pounds of ammunition from J;lT 300235 toBT . TWO 

UH-lB gunships provided fire suppression in support of elemelts 

~nd 2/7 in a search and clear operation in vicinity BT. 2421. . 

flight was relieved on station throughout the day. .Two UH-l ' 

command ship flight with BGen PLATT aboard flushed ""',.", .. ,,, 

Elements of 3/1 were directed to the area where conta(lt\ . 

<7 ~ood re~l~~.he UH-lE t s killed three ·V. C a .. nd made .... t .... ll .. e .....•. ~.;.: ~~~:#t~~l[~~!~li\t~,t~ 
<..... t'J; ~cap~~ for MAG-36 lifting a Vb pow tothe:,. 'g:'l~f;·~~~!i: ;:2~,':i,i~«l.~ 

ff. 28 Februa~ 1966. This was wrap-up day fOr.~·~~~~I~;~Y~j~~~!~!~1;i~~", 
DOUBLE Ef.I.1.'ltE. Armed UH-1E's provided convoy escort :c 
from Quang Tin to Chu Lai throughout the day.'rhe 

elements of the task force back tc) Chu Lai.:,MAG-36 CJ."68'Cl 

CF and returned to KY HA. Final statistics for Phase 
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STATISTICAL SUl1MARY 

OPERATION DOUBLE EI.GLE ' 

28 January ,;. 28 February 1966 

T~tal Flight HourS ••••••••• ·········6504.1 

Tgtal Missions ............ •••••••••• .. 1619 

T~tal sorties •••••••••••• •••••••••••
18

,897 
",~s';:i,",;, ,lotal TroOps and Passengers •••• •••• .26,195 

,"'.", "jt:;'. . ,:''1'01:.£11 Oargo Tons ............ ••••• ... 1023.
2 

c'" .' " 

<:iot'a1 Aircraft Hit ....... ••••••••• .... • .93 

"Aircraft Down/Recovered •••••••• ••• .. ••• 7/
6 '<t.,',' 

Oasualties •••••••••••••••••••••••• 27 WlA's 

,Company ,Size Lifts •••••••.•• ••••••••••••
13 

4.2 Mortar Battery Lifts ••••••••• ·.···:··
5 

Battalion Size LiftS •••••••• ••••••••••••
20 

.:. 
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