





Exerpt from cover letter which was attached to
the enclosed documents. Letter was typed on
letterhead from the Department of the Air
Force, Heacquarters Alr Force Manpower &
Personnel Center, Randolph AFB, TX:

"As Mr XXXXXXX promised in his recent telephone call, we are
forwarding a copy of the attached Project CHECO report, "The Fall
of Site 85". _ ' : '
This report was compiled in 1968 as a preliminary analyticsl’
analysis supporting a historical assessnment of the effectiveness
of USAF airpower in Pacific Command (PACOM). Much of the source
data in this report was obteined from secondary sources and
should be carefully evaluated if other primary source data, such
as first hand knowledge, has =ince become available to you. "

This letter was addressed to the wife of one
of the unaccounted Air Force personnel who was
statloned at Site 65, and was signed by an Air
Force officer who was Chief,Casualty Matters.

*********************x****************#*****************x********

Excerpt from handwritten note attached to
documents from one of the survivors of Site
85, who also wrote the notes throughout the
document expressing his own feelings:

"I hope this makes sense to you- there are 20 years of:.
frustration in my comments. ‘ -

I will always hold the American Ambassador responsible for -
what happened. Since we were bona fide civilians he was the final"
authority. Gen. McConnel was furious-& wanted to take action -
against Sullivan but was stopped higher up. I had a long personal -
talk with him when I came to the Pentagon to debrief. Of course
our dllustrious leader Johnson threw in the towel 10 days later.
The son of a bitch personally approved our going-.up there but
didn’t have the guts to stick it out when the going got rough.

The whole thing was whitewashed by the State Department and’
the CIA, and the Air Force could do nothing. - I hope I have not
caused you too much grief over the years. “You Know how I loved
Bill. I will always feel thatiin the end I was responsible for
the whole damned thing by coming up with the idea in the first
place. " _ _ . R
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Yhe counterinsurgency and unconventional warfare environment of Southeas
Asia has resuited in the employment of USAF ajrpower to meet a2 multitude of
requirements. The varied applicatfons of airpower have involved the full .
spectrum of -USAF aerospace vehicles, support equipment, and manpower, As a
result, there has been an accumulation of operational data and experiences t!
as a priority, must be collected, documented, and analyzed as to current and
future {mpact upon USAF policies, concepts, and doctrine.

Fortunately, the value of co]1ecfihg and documenting our SEA experience:
was recognized at an early date, In 1962, Hq USAF directed CINCPACAF to
establish an activity that would be primarily responsive to Afr Staff requir

ments and direction, and would provide timely and analytical studfes of USAF
combat operations in SEA. - :

Project CHECO, an acronym for Contemporary Historical Examination of
Current Operations, was established to meet this Afr Staff requirement. !Man
by Hq PACAF, with elements at Hq 7AF and 7AF/13AF, Project CHECO provides 2
scholarly, "on-going" historical examination, documentation, and reporting o
USAF policies, concepts, and doctrine in PACOM. This CHECO report is part o
the overall documentation and examination which is being accomplished, Alon
with the other CHECO publications, this 1s an authentic source for an assess
rent of the effectiveness of USAF airpower {n PACOM.

MILTON B. ADAMS, Major General, USAF e
Chief of Staff : o \[_1° v
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' FOREWORD

Sﬁ.e 85 was an 1mportant friendly guerrilla base in Northeast _
Laos. In m1d-1967 steps were begun to establish a(75Q-81 facﬂ'lty\ R 20
near Sfte 85 atop a steep 5500-foot ridge called Phou Pha Thi, To- Mﬂgi
cated only 25 kilometers from the North Wetnmse/L&ot'lan border A ﬁ—“t’

and 45 kilameters west of Sam Neva, Laos., A TACAN facility had al- .2/

' JIeady been established atop Phou Pha Thi ‘and was operational {n \ ,(U*‘ oN

August 1966, This base and {ts facilities were commonly called W’JW{ '.,ﬂﬁf‘p!“
. N ) .

Site 85. Cat¥

e*

Alr Ccnnand's (SAC) Radar Bomb Scoring (RBS) system. While the SAC ‘
system was designed to predict bomb impact points for simulated drops, . . !

the T5Q system was used to direct and control attack et fighters
and bombers to their targets and also provide them with precise bamb

release points, under radar control, _ >

Similar systems had been estabHshed earHer in South Vietnam and eeﬂ !ﬁ'v
one existed in Thailand, (These systems were grouped under 4 cammon UJJ (rr\’
nckname, Cambat Skyspot.) The TSQ facility at Site as /M N3 ,&ﬁd@\"
primarily in that'the equipment was specially designed tn small pack- an‘ﬁ»sé:.) ¢
2ges to be he]j’l_ifte.d_ to remote locatfons. The nickname for operat1ons

o sl
o

1t o rf)
under Site 85 direction was Commando Club. ‘n(_“',, \(ua_,\_& é é, . \‘(-‘) 9 .

~ /Wlln('ﬂﬂ-m&’ U 1o ar& oépgp.&
However, Site 85 was much more unigue than a specially desfgned
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radar bombing faciiity. S{ite 85 was the/-\fac‘l'lity of 1ts kind

¥
et

| | It was the on1\fac111ty which cou1d provide ground _r(;u;é : I

| vectored radar bombing { rg_t.hep_g_rt_.ber;n_targ_e; areas of both North - l
Vietnam and Laos, thereby enhancing USAF all-weather strike eaqu111t1es

i | a“pv" in these two areas. Finally, the site was established and sperated by I

7 infffgflﬁmer1can technicians {n a manner designed n not Jto vielate the 1962

;ivcﬂi.fi,\ Gepeva Agreements and to “guarantee” the “"neutrality” of Laos. However. I

; LU’“J the location of a site at Phou Pha Thi to direct bomb strikes against 1

‘ North Vietnam was ultra sensitive from both the political and military
standpoint, ' l

Meo guerrilias trained by CAS personnel provided the primary
force for defense of the site on Phou Pha Thi., In the event these U;;fk;fiéta
defenders came under heavy enemy attack and 1oss of the site appeared Uﬂsb |

fmminent, plans called for evacuating the American personnelmanning the

I TSQ/TACAN facility and destroying the equipment to keep it from fa111ng
/%68
into enemy hands., However, ear'l_v on the rnorning of 11 March, a force of

twenty heavily armed fnfiltrators launched a surprise attack on the
! facilitfes atop Phou Pha Thi before the evacuation plan could be

o tomlit

implemented. of the 16 American personnel manning the site, only six

were successfully evacuated, with one being killed by enemy forces firing
on the rescue helfcopters. Four of the five remaining personnel had

been wounded during the enemy attack on the site. This report relates

the story of the fa'l'l of S'Ite ‘85 and attempts to place events sur-

: rounding its 'Ioss in proper perspective. T ¢ g P
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THE FALL OF SITE 85

Introduction

The war 1n Northeast Laos has been characterized by conditfons
which sre genercl]y the reverse of those existing in South ertnam..
The enemy. Pathet Lao (PL). ufth considerable North Yietnamese Army
(NVA) support and participation, has usually operated as & more con-
ventfonal milftary force. KHere he controls many of the larger popu-
Tatien $enters.and s bound for sustenance to the transportatfcn

system,

Friendly forces in Northeast Laos, on the other hand, operate
more as guerriilas with the restrictjons Tn supply and manpower that
are usually assocfated with that status. From d few "secure” {slands
within this sea of enemy control, the guerrillas, the Auto Defense de
Choc (ADC) forces of Meo General Yang Pao, conduct harassing actfvities
ageinst the enemy and gather important intelligence date, Thesedata tre
needed to provide targeting {nformation for friendly strike and inter.

diction programs ageinst the enemy and his supply lines to Laos and -
South Yietnam,

Therefore, bound to a more paﬁsivé role by both necessity and
capabilities, these guerrilla forces have.ngt genera11y had the reasen )
to “stand and fight” except at & few vita). Iocatfons. Si;g__§ was o
11sted as one of these v1tal locatfons.3 )
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Site 85 Operations Nov 67 - Mar 68
| This study does not propose to offer 2 definitive 1nqu1ry into
the tactics, use. or problems 1n operatfons of the TSQ and TALAN
facilitfes at Sfte 85 during the period November 1967 to 11 Harch 1968 -
the day ft was captured by the enemy., However\ sune data on TSQ Oper-
ations are offered to convey the value of thfs 'lnstal'lation to the USAF

uission against the enemy.

The TSQ-81 facility at Sfte 85 was establ{shed to help enhance
USAF 211 weather strike capabilities against the northern route packages
{n North VYietnam and targets in Northeastern Laos. '51nce the weather
over fetnam gegggglly turns unfayorable fgr.nin.operatinﬂs.fn _

mid-October and does not begin to {mprove unti) Agr11.~1t was imperative

that the site be operational when the weather deterioreted. It became
" . 4 ,, |
operatfonal at the end of October,

ExcTuding Route Package I, the following data indicate the use)

5
of the TSQ-81 facility in dfrecting actual strikes 2geinst North Vietnam,

Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar 1-10

Total Missions 53 94 125 49 6
Missions Under Commando Club (75Q-81)— 20 20 29 27 3
Percent under Commando Club ——- -.—13.0 21,3 23.2 (85,10 50.0

Throughout this period, 427 strike mfss1ons were . flown over the northern

'_-portions of Horth Vietnam The fac111ty at Site 85 d1rected 99. s1ight1y
over 231 of the. tetal.

UNOLASSIFIED




~ Similar data for actual strikes 1n the Barrel ROVl area of

6
Northeast Laos d1sc1osed the folIouing.

Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar ).10
‘.T,ota.l Missions . : 268 327 320 .375 182
Missfons Under Commando Club (750-81) 1 67 33

/

Percent - under Cammando Club 7 0.4 20.4

3 142 68
0.3 378 ($0.6)

The reason for the major differences Tn data for the month of

February and the first 10 days of March as contrasted to earlfer figures
was that USAF sortfe 21locations shifted

sharply to Barre) Roll to help

e TS L

disrupt the enemy buildup dgafnst Site 85,

Site 85 was located Just

LE West of the B Sector of Barrel Ro1). Throughout this period, 1,472

strike m1ss;ons were flown into Barre} Rell,;
by Sfte 85.

408 or 27.7% were directed

Combining the sorties into North Vietnam and Barrel Rol1, 1t can

be seen that the site at Phoy Pha Thi directed nearly 27% of\i‘T>str1ke

missfons flown {n the two areas from 1} November 1967 unt11 the site fel)

on 11 March 1968,

The Physfca1.51te and Defensive Concepts

In 8dditfon to housing the T5Q-81 and TACAN (Channe) 97), S1 ;g 85

'{") &8s & major supply point for guerrﬂh ogmgp

ns 1n Northeastern Leos,
f\ The ro]der,sﬂe cons‘lsted of a closed

500—foot runway uith assoc1ated
| {;P;u""wbuﬂdfngs near coordinates UH6860 The TSQ and TAQAN 'locat'lpns were
h ‘jf" ) - i
N | |
F{Lﬂ” | o UNCLASSIFIED
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northwest of this point on higher ground at coordinates UHE6276106
(20° 26'42 N 103° 43' 05" E).

The TACAN eno T8Q fac111¥1es were situated on the western rim

of 2 steep ridge that looked down on & nearby helfport on1y 300 yards

away end on the same ridge.. The ridge ran 1n 2 north-northwester'ly ‘
direction, fitfu'l'ly rising to the highest po‘lnt Phou Pha Thi, at an
elevation of 1786 meters, about 2 1/2 k:nometers-\ (km) from the TSQ
'locat{oo. The TSQ/TACAN elevation was about 1700 meters, or about |
5580 feet; the heliport elevation was about 5300, feet. This r1_dg_e..

-~
generally called Phou Pha Thi in its entirety, daminateg the Tocal -
_1_0_/ . w \)"\F‘,}\b‘a@
area. . e 6“‘?01’- b"‘*’ ﬂ.ﬂé

. TN .«;a‘"é w7 >
For the defense of Site 85.@re to provide the primary

force. Although greatly outnumbered by the potential forces which the
enemy could draw upon, the concept for the de:!fense of Site 85 depended
on exploiting the unique geography of the area, an intelligence net to
warn of approaching enemy forces, and the-impact of properly pTeced

airstrikes. At worst, it was envisfoned thet the'necessary technical
personnel could be evacuated anell_l}he equipment destroyed if the site

was {n denger of being overrun.
F

Due to the sensitivity of the site, evacuation could be'reqoired
for e‘lther politica'l or mi'l'ltary reasons The fact. remained that.
a'lthough Site BS was deemed to be defensively strong, lf the enemy HaS

| _:.-..:, R ‘
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"Judged” to be fully intent on uptur"lng it and withstanding the

accompanying Josses, the political rules necessitated that the TSQ and

TACAN be 8estroyed end Amerfcan technicians be evacuated, so that nefther

these pefsonne'l nor the equipment would fall into enemy hands, Sensibly, -‘\‘\\
there could be no pre-established “time" at which to relinquish thig #V M@f’c

Increasingly valuable asset; that decision rested on J_ugﬂ;a,t andfr‘_‘,& Oge

a circumstances, Also, 1f the enemy posed such a threat to the site that
E the site was to be destroyed and the. personnel evacuated. then there
was 1ittle sense {n “fighting to the last man* to defend what had become

only "real estate", bereft of its primary 1mpo;§ance. These factors \Q

made up the dilerma of the defense of S{te 85, '\’\9 ¢
ol *G £
O P A
h"‘é One of the adventages of the TSQ fnstallation at Site 85 wes that o

. 5

37‘51,,}6 the system possessed the capability to provide direction of a'lrstr'lkesé v‘d* ‘:’éo _
. ! V

¥ "ﬁa in 1ts own defense., Although the U. U.5. Ambassador in Vientiane had & 1%

n defense, though the ssador entfane 4\(«( A

V.
1
3 mthd—r*mywlmjmmﬂ on 8 December 1967 for Commando Club directed & o&‘?’@\‘?
4

Qa
.i 7 atrikes in the Barrel Roll area, he continued to give approval for ‘,o ‘\6
| 13 L
<0- Q—'
Go“' El

13y
strikes on an individual basfs.™ In line wﬂ.h this pelicy, on 23 Al

—

ecember he authorized strikes against six enemy ,"strong points"

approximate'ly 20 kilometers east and southeast of Site BS. These tar—

gets were onTy the f:rst to be stipulated as “part of the planned
a :

g defense of Site 85."

j Four days later a forma] plen, in coord‘lnat‘lon some weeks. wWas

' distributed which defined procedures for the Se'lf-defense of Site 85, .
- 5

F UNCLASSlFl_ED_
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The key role {n the plan was played by the Local Area Defense .
Camander (LADC), the Tocal ?eo-camnander. In essence, the plan . .
: 5
- _rested on three assumptions: R P
. The LADC would have from 1-24 hours potice of
enemy concentration or buildup which would {ndi-
_ cate.an jnm1nent attack, e e

. The LADC would know the local terrain and potential -
locations where &n enemy buildup might be expected.

. The LADC would have cannunicptjéns contact with the
U.S. Embassy at Vientiane as well as the T5Q-81
facility at the site.
The concept was that if the enemy threatened the site, the LADC

would coordinate with the Embassy in Vientiane and get authorization

to call for airstrikes. With authority given, the Embassy would
then notify 7AF that executfon suthority had been given to the LADC.

\

&7 - When the enemy attack was imminent, the LADC would cbntact the Embassy ]gtfi}

rﬁhflﬁi;‘ and recefve final execution authority. Thereupon, the LADC‘was “;10

F I —_ ——— e ' oo S at
gﬁlﬁ: authorized tolnotify.the 75Q- 81 commande[]of the requirement for ;he y Q:lﬁ\
s strike and supply him with the target coofd1na%§s {hopefully pre- \
9_‘2(/ computed, otherwise a 10-minute delay ensued)'. o | 1
f : o . v . _

) _ :

fzﬂejzﬁf At this point,the TSQ conmander was to contact 7AF via secure

voice and request the strike force. Seventh Air.Force was -then to

provide the strike forces as circumstances and time allowed, even.
‘_’-"-"'-"' e _________..———-—

;5@’«'5‘ — —
._((‘.’ 7/ calling upori the Alrborne Command and Control Lenter (ABCCC) to divert

. i

N fﬁﬁz { . o
v‘f L u¥' airborne missions if necessary.
’ _

o
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_ Afrcraft were to be vectored to TSQ 'contrﬂ snd the strikes ?Q
would be carried out. .Strikes conducted under emergency cond{tions j Q
wers duthorized within a éoq—foot proximity to friendly forces; other- ?, %\
wise 1000 meters was the Y{mit, Authority for requesting additional

strikes rested with LA.DC}\;ho would coordinate the need with available ©
1y ‘

' 9") v LGy, w’ J[ 7
A Sy t CAS
In & December 1967 briefing for CINCPACAF, & CAS representative

afr or ground observers.:
..J

18
discussed estimates of upcoming enemy objectives fn Northeastern Laos:—/

" Beocuse of his complete dependenos on nrface .
wawportation, the enewy mat mownt all his major

offersive aotions during the dry secaom. The dry I\ 4‘
#aceon genarally starts tn md-Cotober and contimice M x
witil Jine, The major ddvantage which the enemy has . AA
18 the stiffening of the PL force by first olass KVA »

"military perscrvwl and the faot that the enamy oan @U

reinforee at will by bringing tn additional NVA wnite PR
from Forth Vistnan at oy time diving the ry ssason,  § (0 I\

A1l qvailable intelligence which ve belteve to be P
reltadle od relatively sampletes indioate that the ,\D f C,‘?/
ey plans to papture the following objectives diring :
the comring dry seceen: Site 220, Site 205, Site 38, AN
(Site 85, and Site 201..,...during Kovenber the snamy \')° ?/
trucks and troops entering Lace have inerecsed at on
alaywing rate.” . I

It was further estimated that the enemy would 8pply. pressure to
Generdl Yang Pao's southern defensive 1{ne which protected Vientiane
and the Mekong River valley. Apparently the enemy hoped that pressure

~on General Vang Pao would prevent him from sé'nding reinforcemants to

frustrate enemy plans 4n Sam Neva province near the Vietnainese-Laotian

18/ T
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Enemy Clearing Operations

Nith the addition of 3 NVA battalions {n November, the enemy
began a concentrated effort to clear friendly forces away from thefr
vital Routes 6, 68, 611 which ran frum.ngar’the Nerth Yietnamese~ :’
Laotian border northesst of Sam Keua towards the Plifne des'Jarreszgg/
A1l of the sites mentioned parlier as estimaied-enemy objectives

were located within approximately 15-25 kilometers (km) of these routes.

- * .. a v e

One of the first clearing Operat1pns occurred on 19 November 1967,
" when an enemy force of 150 men attacked Site 179 (Ban Nhet Phat, 20 km
west of Route 68 and 17 km south of Site 85, Phou Phe Thi), After a
short, spirited defense, friendly troops withdrew to the north and by
24 November they were 3able to reoccupy Site 179 v1rtua11y unopposed &
For the succeeding weeks, PL/NVA activ1ty was concentrated mainly

in areas east and southeast of Highway Routes €, 68, 611, 8nd many of

the friendly outposts fn this area were CAptured by the enemy, Aleng

with the cutposts, Site 220 fell on 6 December 196;2 In sddition, the
Yy |

enemy contTnued to build up suppl1es and manpower.

Informants 1n the Sam Neua area had given information to friendly
sources that enemy activity was not to be limited to areas east of the
highway routes. Troops of two enemy battalions who had moved southwest

from Sam Neva, on 5 December 1967, had bcasted that Houe1 Kha H0un ]

(S1te 111, only 10km north of Site 85) and Phou Pha Th1 (Site 85) were

23
also to be captured in December £/

A~ ye P Bl sr Are —ma %Wé’»ﬁ(;ﬂﬂJ
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The Firsf Attempt

‘On the evening of 15 December; 1867 an estimated two enemy companies
probed ADC defenses near Phou Den Din (UH7660) only 12 km east of Site
85, After dark, contact with the enemy was broken., Early the next
morning, 30 enenmy troops attacked and captured these sane ADC positions. .
but ADC forces recaptured them later {n the day. Repulsed, the enemy
returned with mertars and by 1700L on 16 December began shelling Phou
Oen Din. The defenders held out and this initial move toward Phou Pha
Thi degenerated into mere harassment.gﬁ/

Two companies of PL were sighted‘two days later moving toward
" Phou Den Din. Although it was not established whether these were the
same two companies which had atticked prévioust or were'reinforcements.
this force was struck hard by pro-goverrment ajrcraft and, by
26 December, were reported returning to Sam Neua.zé/ The enemy had

been discouraged for the time being; subsequently, he would resume

his efforts toward Site 85 with 2 new twist. Wy

The secufity of the facilities at Stte 85 was an {ssue of ’ {;UJ
gon;fint attention. As early &s 20 October 1967.‘pgdee the site was
judged operational, two so-called "agents” with a camers had been
spprehended upon reaching the summit of Phou Pha Thi. Kbowever, CAS

1nterrogation; film evaluation, and 1nvestigation revealed that the

suspects were 1n fact bona f1de[ruddhist monks 4 1 The CAS final report . . = .

stated that no pictures-of the site or approaches thereto had been-
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taken and the {nterrogation had gained negative ré5u1ts. ~The monks

ware released to Laotian government and g;}itary suthorities for
Q_"—'_'-'_"————,‘_—' * ——
further disposition at their discretion, o S T

The increased enemy activity in Decz;;er'ton;inued to pfcmpt
responsive concern for Site 85's Eafety. _bui the Situatiop fn_the

'1unéd€ate vicinity remained unchanged: The overrun of Site 61, a

TACAN station in Southern Laos, called aéﬁ;ht1on in late Décembér'to
the security of aIIEI;CAN sites in Laos. = The American émbassy at
9 L . t T e _

Yientiane reported:

[rLing site 85, Chaowel §7.1 CAS had done an aalyeis
of this eite... Briefly etated there -are 200 . =
troops in trmediate vicinity of eite; and additional
800 troope in the lover portion of tha mountain. ..
believe recsonable eecurity exiate and feel that
3292:‘@ warning will be provided in ccse evacuation
19 determined receseary.  An emergency plam for

évl svacuation.... extete."” . .

' This same report described the situation at each of th%ee TACAN
sites in Laos, and remarked on the potentfal danger of these sites if
the enemy decided on & mafor commitment of troops. The report

30
concludeds

"Also there te d’luays the poaaibit—i"ty\ that a emall
skilled commands/eadotage team ovuld penetrate and
damageldestroy -any of the thres. The ernermy aleo has
the eapability of mouing artillery or mortars wvithin

- range of any of the eites. It is the ccnsancus here
t «vees all reascnadble precautions are being taken

' to safeguard the eites.” B T R ST
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Enemy Activity in January
B S;te 111 (U4 6868), some 8 km north of Site 85, received minor
shellfng on the Tast day of 1567, There followed 10 days of relative
1mc'§1vity in the close proximity of Phou Pha Thi (S;jl‘.e 85), although

scattereq sfghtings were reported 15 km to the east.

The enemy continuéd to clear out friendly pockets east of the

highway routes and a CAS report of 8 January comented on the enemy's
32/ .
effectiveness 1n this endeavor:

"The enemy has eucceaded in driving meet of the
pro-govermment forcee from the area eaet of
Foute 6. Thia will affect the goad-mtah
cuverage of thia key enemy e y line into the
arear::aat of Kakharg ond intl;pg’ieng Yhowumg
Province. General Vang Pao will probably econ
attempt to repleoe untte again,” '

A mipor fo0]t to the security of Site 85 was recefved on
10 January when a five-man PL patrol was discovered only two km
33/
north of Site 85 and at the base of the ridge.” They were dispersed,

withdrawing to the north. A major jolt ceme two days later.
Enemy Afr Attack '

The enemy's second attempt agafnst Site 85 came in the form of
. ' 34
a surprise attack. CAS reported )3 January 1968!

"Four dark greenf_qg_pgmft;ﬂying in a north-
wvesterly direction passed the victnity of Muong
Sang (UK 8350) at 1300 hours on 12 Jaruary, When.
the four reached Ban Howei Soui (UH 7852), two of -
the aircraft broke from formation and orbited in

) .
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. TV 6
1 Y. bo 6“)& the Fowet Souk area, while the gecond two air-
] 1o i ﬁS ceraft, which wvere AN-2 Colts, contimued ta
. WA Phou Pha Thi (UH 6860) and ccrmenced
N ﬁ*), ’r‘h‘j rw'.a ol while flying on an approzimate headmg of -
.M 804 degrees.” ® o KIS, Fledo T
‘rd & ﬁp’df C'J T ToaT e e:o:’dnq. THEYy M1sten By Quife < BJ]
?“’J: 2 f"e'rb three passes, the two Russian-built Co1ts rocketed, strafed,
r‘é ~—

, 5,[ ?nd bombe umnit of the mountain Two wcmen _c1v111ans and two
e

gua,rr'l'nas were killed, and ‘two guernnas were wounded. One of the

35/
attacking Colts was shot down and crached and burned near UH 606865,

Apparently two crew members escaped and ‘an ADC team reported nothing
26/
was salvageable at the crash site. The pther attacking afrcraft

was also hit and crashed some 25 km to the northwest while trying to.

37
members, The bodies were identified as Vietnamese. The site Oﬁ‘,')

- 9%
clear a ridge at UH 570895. A ground team recovered numerous pieces ‘An“ <

_ oy
of equipment from this second wreckage and found three dead crew v «UP Y

"

38/ N
suffered negifgible damage; no ground sttack matenaHzed *‘J,-v”"

e —_— [40"\ bwkg_

f Mk |

W’XP!I

Initfal reports stated that the enemy had used 250- -pound bcmbsg e/'

However, subsequent Tnvestigations at the site and of the afrcraft
wreckage by a 7AF Intelifgence team revealed that 120 mm mortar rounds
had been converted to "bombs". Dropped through tubes in .the floor of
the AN-2, the "bombs" became armed in the s1{p stream and detonated
on impact. The rockets were 57 mm, and were carried {n rocket pods
under the wing of the AN-2.

The succeeding day, the Embassy at V1ent1ane commented on this

. 39
attempt: —/
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"Wo can aonolude that cerial gitack r:imsentad é
#ffort to get at naovigation facility which could be
on ground only at heavy ooet. Theoretically,
: {j’:‘ snemy could rescrt to this tacknique again, eithar
at Site 85 or elacvthers. Bouwever, it should be noted
that this attack uas largely wisweeseful and to oin-

~"On bosts of cvailadle information uve regard cerigl
akoraid as highly wmeual vartation 1 nermal pattern of
nemy tactios and do not believe this one tnevdent
necessarily introdices new dimension to war in Lace ....
we are preeently revieving questiome ef air defersge at

Sit‘ 85..!!"
Apparently the enemy was also aware that the air attack had been
"largely unsuccessful®, for within a few days he began further troop

movements toward what became the third and final attempt to take Phoy
Pha Thi (Site 85),

Preparation for the Final Attempt

Discounting the exception of a few probes, the flushing of the PL

five man patrol, and the repulsed attempt at Phou Den Din (12 km east

of Phou Pha Th"l) in mid-December, the enemy had made no determined ground

moves against Sfte 85 prior to mi.d-January.

Almost at once, following the unsuccessful Colt sttack of 12 Jan-

vary, this trend was reversed. On 14 January, & force of about 300 PL

&nd KVA troops equipped with nlqrtar's'and one recollless rifle (RR) were
Tocated oniy 15 km north-northeast of S{te 85. By 17 January, 100 enemy
trocps had shifted to positions only 13 km north-of Phou Pha Thi (Site

85) 'gnd enough concern was genéra'i‘ed 'by_theﬁe moves to {nduce Lao .

_'.' refugees to begin fleeing the Site 111 area (8 km north of Phou Ph_a Th‘l).
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- CAS capnented on the 20th:

"If the enemy could mové in large maders of
troops into at area north of FPhou Pha Thi, he
wuld have the eecond jaw for a pinoer movemént.
Probably the first indication of a eericus émemny
intent to take Phou Pha Thi would be th.e capture
of Phow Den Din (VH 72681)...." .

L R I

That jndieation was not long in ccming. An‘infennant!had reported
that on 19 Januvary a five battalion group of PL and NVA had moved west
from Sam Neua (YK 0158). These units sépafated into two task forces, |
one force of three battalions with one 105 mn‘howitzee mo;ed eTTeged1y
to sttack Phou Den Din, 12 km east of Site 85 (UH 7661); the other two
battalions, 2lso possessing a 105 m howitzer, were to capture a 10ca-
tion about 19 im southeast of Phou Pha Thi. v

Three days later these positions, as well as Site'179'(17-km'seeth
of Site 85), fell to the enemy; 4 A pettern of eecircfement of Phou

Pha Thi from the north clockwise to the south was beginning_to take

shape.

i tp—

This pattern was not jgnored by fr1endly forces at Phou Pha Thi,
They fully realized that the enemy cou1d mount 2 heavy assauTt against
Site 85 1f he was willing to accept the 1osses They were also aware
that a combined attack of art111ery and mortar f1re and a ground assau1t. .
with a repeat AN-2 Colt attack, was a poss:b111ty But as January
drew to a close, the primary concern of the defenders of Site 35 was

the threat_of the enemy ‘moving near enough_to djrect art111ery. mortar,

UHCLASSF\ED
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and rocket fire against Phou Pha Thi,

Defensive Reactions {n January

Subsequent to the AN-2 Colt attack, the gir defense of the site

had been bolstered by the agdition of two captured 12.7 mm antiafrcraft
4/ '

: 45
guns, and Tater a captured Russian 85 mm antiaircraft_gun."/ Rein~
. RS 2 46/
forcement of the garrison at that time was not deemed necessary, How=

ever, to counter the threat of enemy artillery firing from long ranges
and the enemy concentrating supplies and men against the site, four
measures were taken., First, the guerrillas planned to maintain a 12 km
defensive perimeter around Phou Pha Thi. Second, f_i?s mm howitzer was
transported by helfcopter from Site 98 to Site &85, Third, the guer-
ri1la defenders in the area stepped up thefr small patrol activity to
fdentify and Tocate enemy positions for subsequent afrstrikes. Finally,
on 2 February General Vang Pao placed one of his two top field commanders
in charge of the Phou Pha Thi area and gave him the mission ozereCAptur-
ing certain positions, among them Phou Den Din and Site 179. However,

these two positions were never retaken,

Afrstrike Support for S1ie 85

The following information, for the period 1 December 1967 - 31
Janyary 1968, {ndfcates the tota) USAF afr commitment in actual strike
sorties {n Barrel Roll and the generally fincreased attention devoted

to the Site 85 area (prfmar1lg east of Site 85, from which direction
the threat was developing):

15
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]er\- ! Dec Jan
lf.,\) Sorties in Barrel Roll 903 - - 798
k:’:J 0_)' " sort{es within 30 km of Site 85 128 165

’\‘pu,_ The general, though certainly not exclusive, modus operandi was
Vo Taunch A-1 afrcraft to strike targets in the morning; these aircraft
~would then ?erfgnn as ?AE’.'. i’o;' 'Taie'f- fr:;ggeﬁand djvgrpegl jets. Similar
;trike activities were_condulcted in the afltern.ozon. aIthOug_h.by no means
were all strikes FAC-directed. During hc;urs of darkness,A-26s were
» used to patrol the area on armed recce missfons. In addition, beginning
. :‘Ué:

: the end of Hovembeg. the Site 85 facility began directing strikes in the -

Barrel Roll area.

2/ &o
. ! - : .
: p@‘eq Qy\ Procedures had already been established for Site 85 to direct air-
¢ .
MR P strikes {n fts own defense. Although by the end of January, 92 strike
:’% J)Q' < . : . 21
\U (s)mss‘lons in the Barrel Roll area had been directed by the site, no
e
' Q W
PR .
R },!* such_a "test exercise” was inftiated by the site. However, the tesi was

®
Y 9 {(j_‘_ribt pre-announced and was not coordfnated with higher headquarters
b U -

/

test of self defense strike procedures had been conducted: 0On_25 January,

- 7
y beforehand. Furthermore, the proper procedures were not followed. | Under

Q .
Ke}é’j\ﬁp such circumstances, and where there had been no prior 1ndication of actual

A

Y ,ﬁf dange}' to }he site, difficulties developed fn trying to provide the
M a requested support for a "test" when resources were vitally needed else-
Ky 52/ T
N\ f% A where for combat operations.
&3 | o 5y
n AO At the site, this test was judded a fatlure, but even with the

N\

unfavorable conditions under which the test was held, the exercise was

16
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anything but a total loss. Subsequently, additional procedures for
b conducting tests were worked out. 2 Other changes in actual procedures,
described Tater in this study, greatly simplified operations a&s more
'< % experience was d'lssem*lnated'ancl: the enemy threat mounted, When circum-
ﬂz stances called for actual implementation, there was no repeat of the
\difﬂcu'lties ﬂperienced in- the test. '

It has already been pointed out that during the month of January,
165 actual strike sorties were flawn within 30 km of Site 85, mostly to
the e;st where the threat was building., Over 64% of these were launched
after 22 January and followed the. enemy successes at Phou Den Din and to
the south, The number of strikes rose to a peak on 30 January when 45
sortfes, over one-quarter of the monthly total, hit within the 30 km
area of Site 85, This Increased effort iis permitted by the fact that

. 35/
no ROLLING THUNDER missfons flew on that day due to the Tet truce.

e FWEs WEEERSS RN SN S s ™

On the 3ist, the same day as the outbreak of the Tet Offensive 1in
[ South Yietnam, no strikes hit within 30 km of Phou Pha Thi, On 1
February, thirty strike sorties hit aroung Site 85. This was followed
by twelve days of reduced a{r activity {n close proximity to the site,
0f the 473 strike sorties which USAF flew within 30 km of Site ES in

: 56/
February, only 52 were flown from 1-13 February.

H1dwa§ in this period of relative fnactivity, on 7 February, AP

&t Tan Son Khut queried the office of the Adr At;gche {n Vientiane
57/ :

about the dangers to Site 85, The ‘message ended:

| - B UNCLASS\F\ED




"Do you have targete in area on which you deairq etrikes?

74P will attempt to provide whatever aseistance deemed
" nedessary to insure eafety of Ls-85." :

The Attache Office rgspcnded the next day, B February, sumlarlizing

the defensive sttuation:

n{The approaches to the top of FPhau Fha Thi arel. ..

virtuall tisal climb and those avenues which can

o traversed creé heavily mined...The enemy 12 present-

ly manewvéring up to, and ocoaetonally tneide a 12 km

redius of Phou Pha Thi. - He ts probably trytng to get

into poettion to mant a combined 105 mm plus mortar

ceeqult to be folloved by ground prodes. (CAS ADC

troope aré mintainini‘a 12 lon perirmeter aro the -

site and a8 long as they are able te dz thia, do not ,ﬂ_\d &

believe Site 85 can be taken.” : o : e

— P T
o A G

The message from the Attach_g___Qf_fi_ce'weni on to state that if the |

"'-'-. ‘

enemy concentrated a large enough force (four battalions) and was willing
to accept the losses, Phou Pha Thi could be tak_é,n‘.' This course wAa's
expected to be preceded by sufficient warning to permit site destruction

and evacvation. Regarding airstrike requirements, the message concluded: {Fﬁ

. .\\7\{)’ _ X
P AN . S
A W "In order to prevent the enemy from soncentraring *g

@b the recesesary force to cssault thid pogition, B A
r_T" W& respor.eive air etrikes are a vital {rgredient. We

now hgve in place. on Phou Fha Thi a fm@_g__ip__gu_{de/
 capable of directing euch etpikes In addition we have

validated nire targets outaide of the 12 &m perimeter .-
to the eaet for Commando Club atrikea 1f enemy activity
78 noted ... Appreciate your -offer of vseistance. Ve
feel that daily and nightly strike gortied on a regular
daily baets will do much to discourage troops and/op
artillery from concentrating in the area and at the
present we have no epecial target reguirirg special
aseistance.” _ ' “ .
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Enemy Activity 22 Jan-16 Feb

After capturing Phou Den Din on the éa.r'ly morning of 22 Janyary,
the enemy lapsed {nto retative quiescence until the evening of 30 Janu%-/y.
It should be remembered that during this perfod, USAF strikes near Phou |
Pha Thi were reaching the peak for the month of Janusry. Intelligence
‘estimates remarked that the enemy was probably waiting until he could

_ . 61
move 105 mm howitzers into positions from which to bombard the site, o

T2 !ﬂ‘

About 1930L, on 30 Jangary. enemy troops exploded defensfve mines
of f the southern end of Phou Pha Thi., This was followed by a thirty 'V\'*‘
minute enemy mortar attack around the southern outpost high on the ridge.
After this, contact with the enemy was broken, : The TSQ-Lsgréande:r) "Jf'};
quickly reported that while there had been an attack near the site, it /rfv‘-L(
amounted to no more than a probe. Futhermore, there had been no injuries

to personnel at the site nor damage to the equipment. To be safe how-
{?j ever, flare ships and A-26s were directed to the area but nothing more
</

N 63/

Y 6{) developed. Later 2ssessments confirmed that no enemy troops had ”
88/

3 reached the top of the ridge; only the bottom defenses had been tested,

r‘,;? I ,‘)-f)o That same evening enemy pressure had caused ADC troops to pull out
F‘ of a village, Muong Yut, only nine km southeast of Phou Pha Thi. Evi-
ﬂ ,-—\__r

P

54’« dently, this enemy pressure had beegsexerted by on'ly a small force and
/ &3/
la’ o b‘!’ the position was later recaptured.
)
A\' V‘F
W»v From the period N January - 16 February. enem contacts were
£ -

few. however, eneny units encountered were genera‘Hy of near ccmpany or

l ' 19 .
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even battalfon size. Perhaps signiffcantiy; one near battalton-sized

force Qas.éonfacted-no more than six km west of Phou Pha Thi; another

campany sized unit was disco@ered only 11 km to the southwest. Both

of these encounters were tﬁe initial contacts to the west of Sfte 85.
 The threat reﬁéfned pfimari?y to the east. On 14 February, Muong Yut,
_hine i southeast of Phou Pha Thi, changed hands twice again, with the

posftion finally remafning under ADC control. ¥

In general, 1t appeared that the ehemy force, wh11e'1ncreﬁsing.
was respecting an approximate twelve km cfrcle around Phou_Pha Thi.

The only exceptions were the contacts wes§7and sovthwest of Site 85 and
J

the exchanges of the village, Muong Yut.

_ It was dbr1ng this period that there existed a definite 1l 1n
air attacks agafnst enemy units in the Site 85 area. Apparent?y;

‘d there was no expressed urgent demand for strikes 1n support of Site 85,
{hﬁgéf, Although the Attache Office in Yient{ane had {nformed 7AF on 8 February
Fkﬁ:;‘§.that “no special ;argéi requiring special assistaqce" existed and only |
Qﬁ'étf' regular dafly support was needed..a CAS report of 6 February had dgggtiged
£ g \\ -2 road under construction from UH 853564 to UH 835572. This construction

RY 68/
{ had been noted since 1 February. On 9 February, CAS reported again

concern1ngéthis road construction, which was an extension of Route 602
9 , — P '
(Fig. 5): &3/ & duten ofAVE «izpT THI1E L0b Eusld
;o E AHMRASCAD RS 1ZELNCTANEE 0 U S5 7
7 F”'Qp ‘r‘ r’/ﬂir :cf.«;t/‘-’ﬁo_: efF TN AMBGHLBAOQ 2y =T uS
_ e et TIf trafficable, Route 602 would provide the enemy _ .
- with muwh easier access from Sam Neua to staging
areas in the vieinity of Ban Hon Non (UH 812553)
and Phou Chik Nou (UR 8157). It would afford the .

Lo < p wyll e S~ ﬂﬁz*,:smm;_ r,;.cro*.rfa_;' o TH— = ,u,j_;, _
o © UNCLASSIFIED " s
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a\))‘ln the area. CAS reports abounded with referencés to Communist sponscred

j Trucks were reported rolifng on Route 602 on 11 February.

. enamy the opportunity to roll in veapons for an

. .attack on Phou Pha Thi, JInterpretation of photo-
graphy dated 31 Jowary revéals {ntermittent road
oonetruction on Route 602 from UB 853563 northuest
along the eouth elope of the ridgeline ... The
conatruotion ends appreximately cme kilometer
northeast of the enamy itremg potnt at Phou Chik
Fou (VR 817§78).% .

20/

rvary.

one km east of Phou Den Din;

and offered distorted promises of what was to come {a twenty afrcraft MIG

¥ nsuccessful st_rike; had been conducted'agai'nst enemy positions at 7
, v Phou Chik Nou by 13 February. Apparently the enemy was well dug in,
<\V/& Awrﬂs. return'lng'with ordnance ‘unexpended against North
K ¢-" Vietnam, were directed against Route 602 on ¢ February, no other strikes
?V have begg {centified as having been directed ot Route 602 until 14 Feb-

By 16 Febrwary, Rogge 602 had been extended to approximately
13/ L
this was only 13 km from Phou Pha Thi,

During this perfod, the enemy did oot attempt tolhide his intentions

N\
v «{1% propaganda meetings fn which spokesmen predicted the coming attack on
@Q-o,) Phou Pha Thi, cautioned villagers to stay clear of the cbjective, con-

5y

scripted men to serve as soldiers and ccalies, confiscated food supplies,

attack and even Communist Chinese participation {f the PL/NVA attempt

1y

failed).

Activity in Late February

Although airstrikes began increasing {n the Phou Pha Thi area in

mid-February, so too, did enemy activity. To the east of Site B85, the

twelve km perimeter was penetrated on 20 February. Muong Yut, that
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often exchanged village nine km southeast of Site 85, fell aga;g to the
eneny.‘ Hfthiﬁ four days, the ADC was seeking tb recapturé.1t.

On_21 Febryary, four additional PL/KVA batta1fons'arrived {n Phou
' : L 76
Den Ofn and moved out to positions Just {nside the twelve km perimetef?'/

However, the attackers of Phou Pha Thi were not able to proceed 0 easily
with their moves AQaihst Site 85, Fortune had momentar11y'favored the
‘defenders. | '

- An ADC ambush some efght km southeast of Phou Pha Thi had killed
2 small party of North Vietnamese on 18 February. Apparently, one.of
the victims had been an NVA officer,and recovered fram his body was &

small notebook which contained detailed information concerning ;nemy
-
“plans and strong points for the coning attack on Phou Pha Thi,

*

Information from the notebook yfelded the following data in
78
addition to enemy positions: Z

» Three NVA and one FL battalions were to make-up the
attacking force.

_+ Final battlefield reconnaissance was to be conducted
on 22 February. (CAS estimated the attack would
cormence 23 February).

" The enemy used the wOrd “TACAN" as 1t appears in
English and was aware of its exact location,

. The main assault force was to be one NVA batta1fon
attacking from the northeast: the other battalions
were to attack the main trailg to Phou Pha Thi.

. Stocks of ammunition for all heavy weapons were oW
~and re-supply was needed.

a2 -
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had authorized ‘il‘)m and armed reconnafssance missions a1ong Route 602
eastward from Pho(ﬁen Din and more targets were authorized around Site
85, L Small patrols were dispatched by the ADC defenders to select
targets 1r.1 the local area for artillery fire and afrstrikes. Special
reconnaissance teams of Gen_era‘l Vang Pao's frregulars were even ranging
east of Sam Neua trying to identify depots supplying the eneny forces
in the Phou Pha Thi region. Iln Iadd'lt'fdn. two 4.2 inch mortars And

another 105 mm _howitzer were sent to Phou Pha Thi and the garrison was
80

s Gu
increased by fifty men. 7-"'” o z ,w AN

Effective at 1800 on ¢1 February, t_wm to Laos

authorized the LADC at Sfte B85 to task the qu facility to strike any)
—— Y

target within a twelve km radfus of the peak at Phou Pha Thi. This

T ———

authorization was limited in that strikes could be placed no closer

-_‘—--'—‘“\
than $00 meters from known villages and that Cormando Club strikes

were sti1] to be conducted via secure voice channels through the Radio
Relay Afrcraft (RRA). A ‘Hste?f ning_t_eén stil} active villages ac-

companied the authorization.

Starting 20 February and extending to the fall of Site 8% edrly
on the morning of 11 March, a determined 3 :_e_f_qrt pf__mnsn_n_ﬂy
1ncr~eas1ng fntensity was directed in 1ts defense. On 23 February,
‘a message from the JCS to CINCPAC denoted that {ncreased air support

. 83/
was “urgently” needed. — From 20-29 February, 342 strike sorties

UNCLASSIF!ED
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hit withtn 30 km of Site BS, most much closer than 30 km. In addition,
other sorties itruck east of Sam Neua against depots and supply con-
centsntions. The latter attacks hit outs1g_:jof the 30 km area and

were not Included in totals l1isted above.

V0 o o
& N P
wz"’(:o‘:“ {< Route 602 was among the targets attacked”.'but the enemy had aliready

7 X - : ; |
V‘po assigned over 400 road workers the task of keeping this vital lMne
ﬂ'( open. Later, bylldozers were also ,brough't_in." Except for intermittent

&

(A
1 closures due to road cuts, the enemy continued to sse this artery. There
\";0 was no doubt that afrstrikes and art{llery fire were retarding enemy

‘pj’ro> activities, but they were not eliminating his presence or pressure
7o )ﬂ_/""_f_-y\""’“ ‘ : 85/

?{a within the twelve km defensfve perimeter around Site 85.

An unofficial estimate by an unnamed staff officer in one CAS

report dated 25 February 1968 summed up thgsstatus as of that day and

was extremely prophetic of coming events:

"As a regult of the enemy's penetrating the 12
kilometer radius arcund Phou Fha Thi in force and
oocupying key positicns within the lower right hand
t of this perimeter as well as positione Just
owtaids the perimeter at Fhou Den Din, he represente
an_immirent threat to the security of the TACAN aite
and_other inatallationg at. Phow Pha Thi. It e clear
that the enemy will continue to attempt to oonsolidate
hie gains in the Fhou Phg Thi area during the rext
0 weeks while making arrangements for hig final ce-
scult by three or four battalicons., If, hovever, ADC
units oontinwe to horaee succeesfully the eénemy on the
growd end 1f atreraft continue to etrike enemy con-
centrations tn and around Phou Pha Thi ond in the
. area east of Sam Neuc, the TACAN and other sitee at
Phou Pha Thi will eontinug to be viabls for the next
o weeka, It 1{& unt 'bla to.predict, havever, the
state of s2ecurity at Ph Thy beyond 10 March '

.. | ™ UNCLASSIFIED
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booause of the enemy’s willingness to continue
" to escalate hie commitment in thie area.”

The American Ambassador in Laos was impressed with this estimate

and cormented on his feelings concerning Site 85 in a 26 February

87/

telegran to the Chief of Staff, USAF: o e Cm«u-u:':

. .. Eneny foruard movement (touard Site 85)

has been inezorable over the paet montha and |
netthar air or ground résources which @ available
to us appsar adsquate to deter his intentions.

" L Although we are not.. . thrarng in

taxl, we believe you should be auare of our
Surrent estimate that wve may be able to assure
security of this ette for no pore than the next

"You will recall that, when ve arranged thie
{natallation, I mede clear that cur prireiple
deferse affort would rest upom guerrilla write
who operuted with mobile tactice and that we
oould not,..guarantee a static defenge. Owr

{rregular wuntte in thie area are already r"
etretched thin and haue many cother eignificant pr’
obligatione related to'the ceferse of populatiom

centers which make it impoesible for we to look ﬁ f‘n P{{
with any great hope upon the chances for effec-

tive rewnfecrcement, Therefore, the moment of _Dl) Df ?
truth may bé approaching for this eite.
. . A

. -

brthe 7SQ {8 wuging ita.auw jnherent copobilities 4}1@“4 \fg-p"/
{n thé defanse effort. Airstrike sorties are P g 40 5%
Yéing provided in respectable numbere. But, in M- oA

. the final analyets, it seemg doubtful that the

s
#1te can be held in the face of cometetent enemy ,{6 0 v :,“)’q F
determination. y v v

"Therefore, ve are in Bouch with USAF authoritles 5.’7%{;1‘0"
¢n gvacuation ond deetruction plana, wWe are fairly %
oonfident both should be able to be carried out in (“
orderly fashiom, Moreover, we are ezamining pog= J
sibilities of finding another useful eite in the © /1

same general area which will provide rowghly the '
samé covemge.';% TN :

::’—"ZFMIO o & ome-p MW E T nJ
, o X TS ENTIRE poRTiCRED Loy FiLk
WIS SI TINCUASSIFIED T 74 S0y 9 O

T LY T Yo ku s/-ob?éé
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As conceived in evacuation plans, the decision to gvacuate was
) - ’ P e S —_
reserved for the Ambassader, Yientfane. CEirst'priority of evacuees
=T "“,,"" i ‘Ju

was tllocated to the 13 TSQ/TACAN personnel; however, enough hel{-

copters were to be provided to permit a total of 155 to be 11fted out.
The others, guerrillas, h:ere to be extracted when the Local Arsa : .
Defense Commander deenmed approp}-iate. Eive helfcopters, three USAF

and two Afr Amer{ca, wgge designated as the force required to accom-
J

plish the evacuation,

Pq“"' . N To provide an {mmedfate capability the twp Afr America helicopters
| Q'V‘ L LJ‘1 were to remain overnight (RON) each n1ght_§t _nearby. J.'Lmii_ta_.is USAF
43” ‘ helicopters were to come from Thailand-based resources. Subsequently,
\,,;, (;une USAF messages expressed the desire for Air America helicopters to
715’th RON at Site 85) not 98, . However, this was\ﬂgj,changed. it was feared
helicopter presence at Site 85 would have preeoked an ‘enemy attempt to
destroy these Tucrat{ve targets. If they had been destroyed, the

‘ 91
planned emergency 14ft capability would have vanished. =/ But the

A& s B $dEkik $ DRER Sm BaE IEE BB Em BB BB =

point uas well taken, for weather also m‘!ght hqve disrupted the rescue °

smco BIHL
f'tht from Site 98 to Site 65, TH/S LeTIS oy P OB Sk HRYE]

‘ ﬂ.> NV - 7""f= Ul F OHUEPL‘\‘E’-‘ Mlé:.ﬂ-l ra X3 J

RrEEKS AL,
bﬁ'onming a decision to evacuate. the Amb,,mdor was to notify

; LJ-) 7/13 AF TACC at Udorn AB, Thailand who could™in turn not1fy 7AF at ]

b7~ Tan Son Nhut AB, Vietnam, Weather permftting, 7AF was to scramble

‘~-_:} , or divert four A-l aircraft to provide cover for the evacuat‘lon. o o

. \-(._ -suppress enemy fire, and FAC for subsequent Jet strﬂ:es. The LADC and J
g _an attache- ~provided FAC were to heTp direct the strikes. . The plan |

.O“ / lmr‘rﬂ _ . _ _ o
\ W LT 2 o g
G UNCLASSIFIED \
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aﬂowed a limited night evacuation capability (thgéRON helicopters

at Site 98), but pre-supposed a daylight effort,
IV THS EXVD np =FrFuer wi( mPOE” 70 LAl LevuT i L
Final Enemy Moves 7,0 <7 LIGHT

Enezy movements from 1-9 KMarch are dep'lcted in Fig. 6. Through=-
out the early deys of March, enemy for_'c_e.fl'cont'lnued";h_e_jr a&ypp_c__e.

:el'lm'lnating friendly po.ckets of resistance en route, until by 9 March,
when the enemy deployed 1nto what might be termed “Jump off points",
‘Phou Pha Thi was yirtually surrounded, except for the northwest
quadrant, The enemy positions also threatened Site 111, only eight'

kn north of S'Iteggs. Approximately four enemy battalions stood poised
for the attack. : |

On 2 March,a review of the USAF rules of engagement for airstrikes

around Site BS revealed the changes ‘which had occurred as the ensmy
LY
threat mounted:

Any target in the twelve km defensive perimeter
could be struck under. FAC control.

« The restriction against strikes \dth‘ln 00 meters

J’ of villages only applied to Commando Club (7SQ)
.rt/ directed strikes, unless the target was valicated
e by the LADC.
w .
77 *5‘1 y Ang Commando Club strikes could be diverted by the
to validated targets in the twelve km ‘perimeter.

« For a distance of ten km along Route 602 east of Phou
Den Din, strikes were authorized under FAC or Com-
mandc): Club control (this 1nc1uded "Gravel". and

Us).

27
UNCLASSIFIED




a,/u z NJ_ tact with supporting a1rcraft cquld be waived. .
WPUO’, with Yient{ane Emiassy epprova] wh,n_un_sth[git
! : of ifmminent attack
lc_g“,evm S o
mf 559

?v"'
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: » Use of CBU and "Gravel" was authorized anywhere
" - {n the twelve km perimeter 1f validated by the
LADC and {f targets wert at 1east 500 meters

' % fron friendly troops. -
MPMQ {S The restriction of using only securg woice con=

“Gravel seeding” was accomplished on some conf‘lr'rned supp1y routes
95
east of Sfte 85 on § Herch CBUs were used in the area around -~

Site BS in February. The use of (BU uhder Cmmando C]ub contro1 was
s

B
b DL"’ Junction with the T5Q, but experience and "knowrhw" of the 7/]3AF

an fnnovation. Bombing tab'les were not’ avaﬂab'le to be used 'In con-
e lev—

Mr@_“”rsm"e] at Udorn AF Base in Thailand allowed them .to imprevise ef-

fertively until precise tables became available.

/
l “’To . C : .‘
‘m—jg é‘,, To facil{tate aruund-the—dock capability of the 75Q facﬂity.
B\VL réﬁvm techniciang ‘'were sent to Site 85 (the total number of Amencans Lo I
f;],:f Was Nnow ]_g). @Ltargets and scrties were allocated for night opera- ﬁié’b%w
tions. On 5 March a message from 7AF to DOCO PACAF indicated condftigns ]
—— o e, . et . o :

for evacuation, relocation of the facility, and remarked on the value of
-— 96 . .' N . : -4.._--—-—-

the site. E e . P :
. 2 ! , ‘-f. I J&
o 1 . desirability of ' Wt
é‘{ M W&Lﬂwﬁﬂhr YO {0\* [’é/('
gif) J’//f* o™ 511e:ii4ux&ah4L_suLiuzuLlu_ewaaﬁdiaf'“' v 4° A
D") 1 ared tmminent. Thzdfact ;t;zat ;VI/ j (n,v"/ |
2 / |
o M'/{y A e A R
é\q st dp x | : A /6\‘*(
sub ﬁ{\g A‘H)P In another message, later on 5 March, from PACAF to the Deputy f{’ti‘f/

e

69’,(\)‘ 4 Cormander 7/13AF, with the commanders of 7AF and 13AF a5 informational

Thee
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addressees, CINCPACAF cammented:

"Receiving daily reports méming%m
threat to Site 88, Difficult to evalugte
situation from here. FRequest you comsult CAS
sources and provide me your estimate of threat,
ineluding anticipated time of attack, and friend-
ly aapabilitiee to defend.

"You are authorized to direct evacuation of site
end destruction of equipment when in your Judgment
guch action is mecessary. Jowr plan, OFlan ¢39-
68, 18 approved for this cee. Xeep 7th and
13th Air Forces and this arters informed of
your intentions thia regard, Inswre that all
preparations are made for emergency évacuation

as required.” .

From 1-10 March, USAF carried out 314 strike sortfes within 30 im
of Site 85, Over 76% of these were directed by the TsQ facility at

._S.i.teg%?. Among the targets struck frequently was the vifal Route
602,
'F_—‘-

o

| On 29 February, airstrikes had destroyed two bulldozers and

m é 30 killed the operating ¢rews used to supplement road clearing operationssLé/
o Until serviceable bulldozers could be brought in, work was suspended.
6 However, enemy resupply could not be halted; ccolfes, too, had been
/styiosﬁ carrying supplies to enemy troops. One of thefr major roytes, Just

- A0 o) .
()_,, v“?‘ "\\/ﬁnorth of Route 602, was subjected to a combined CBU/Gravel rafd on
\

100

34 .{)b\} er ‘?/5 March. yﬂ‘}(@,&"ﬁ/

/:?) \ . 101/
d‘;{x the air attacks“continued. But, it was becoming increasingly dif-

g (7 ¢

b
"

1

| P 4 LAY :
B e 02)‘7 Even 'thougy"weather in the vicinity of the site had deteriorated,

¢ L ficult to estimate enemy strengths._and fix their locatfons because

/?‘ © - they had deployed into numerous small concentrations,
I" .
s
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