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Eva cua t i on Arrangements at the Si te i!;!}1 , I 
On 9 Karch', at Site ~, the senior CASadvfser briefed the senior V\d!> 

~, ,Air ·F'or~-:-:;;:sent~~lle on the fact that an aUack-'.QJ.l.ld cane at allY. I 
, V ~ , 
'i I./.\~ -ro tim~,. The evacuation pl~'L~~,s reviewed at that time and it was agreed I ,... ~... ' 

') tf":~ ,~that if evacuat~£'! WAS ordered, the TACAN/TSQ pusQnn.e1 would, if 
,(o,.-r?, '" f< (JC • _? ;;= 
I.A'V$~iC ~~le, Pt9ceed iQ. the"Ccmnand.Post-4rea.near the heUt.oPID,~d (at l~"1 

~.JJ1I~b~T, lower elevation and 1/4 ~ile frem the TSQ facility) where they would be.f£~ 
fl'(.oi ~ ~ <;' - {f~ ~ I t ,-:1' picked up by heUJ:Qpters. If this movement was notoossible, the illh- 'I" 

'j1.(1 ----:;?.-:- "'( 

1, n~~h.!'~ were to wait for the pickup at the TSQ site. It must be noted, 

\/\./ that II few feet from the entrance of the supply van (Fig. 7), there were 

/) <:: -t I~ webbed btltu~r $lings hocked up to allow the~~chl!i~i~ns to _descend 

I 
I 

~ r( \ll ~t_O __ 1I 1.ower Jedglt.4.shcrt disUnce down from the sHe level. Below this 

...fl b? 'Jedge, there existed a sheer dr.op_ .of well over_ BOO feet. The CAS - ,~~ I 
,., -, - 103/ ' vl Y> -.}\"'- -
e,~:-j<.~ adviser's ccrrment was that: f2-- ~l ~ 
;~,~,Q~~c:f "_~ ?' ~ >~L. . I 
rr.iP d~ ,tl, ''The teahni-ql.e of persorIneZ 'harlging over the k:.. ~ \~ ~ 
,{, ."l \ \I-" cliff bll BtT'apB ws not dist:n4BSed as a sericus 1) 
~,V--~ uaa:ye or wasiorl pZan. H 

" , 0 

,< .~~. -\~ - v \:;1 ,- , 
:/ \ About 2000L on the evening of,j, .M!r.ctl, Site 85 reported enemy ccn-

• 

tacts around the site. Additional sorties were reClyested th~ughou_~._the 

night and a number .of flights were diverted to supp.ort the defenders. 

However, the enE!T1Y apparently had QQ1. .. mQ'\Hl1~ 1.. serio,us attack. To 
• 

lend support fcr the next day, 13 missions loaded with ~BU and 750-pcund 
\04/ 

bOOlbs were fragged into the area. 

On )0 Marctl, friendly patrols continued torep.ort enE!T1y activities 
- 105/ 

and the movements of villagers fleefngth-, genera' area. To help 
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restore guerrilla influence into certain areas west of Site 85, as well 

as to attempt to recapture some villages and outposts, General Vang Fao 

bt9an making plans to introduce nearly two battalions of his Heos to the 
\. 106/ '. 
region west of Site 85. Unfortunately, tnese forces were to be of 

no help to Site 85. 

Final Enemy Attack 

Although weather in the Site 85 area had been generally poor in 

early Maren, good weather prevaiJed_~~rou9hout most of 10 and 11 Harch. 

The afternoon forecast for BARREL ROLL on 10 March called for 2000 foot 
!:J& -I'" 

sc.attered with occasional n.i.1'! .~~ow~rs. At~che reports at Ol38L and 
;,;.: I../. '/ ~ ('r-

0247L on " March termed the weather "workable" and that it "permits 

air defense." A ~urvivor reported the weather on the morning of the 

Uth was clear. Later, on the day of the 11th, the weather deteriorated 

again somewhat. 

(; ',,' 
y~ Shortly. after lsO~L on the evening of 10 March,.~ort~r~~.rt~lie~ 

..v ~ild. f.9.cket rounds from Phou Den Oi n began fa" i og Qn th~ Qef~m....R.f 
d' , V ~iI'~ 107/ 

.~.~r<,.~ Pho~ "ph~. TII1. Early in the barrage. the lOSrrrn Howitfer position 
..... " .j' ~\ 

~h~f-"v nelLt.h!1.$~i~ of Phou Pha Thl sustained a dire~t hjt. The Jiving 
~/ '0 ~ . . 

Q' "",,-quarters inrne~1.~tel¥ next to the 1A4AN/TSQ facility had sl!ffered.§~ 
i I, .. . 

dlWT,a.se. and by 1830L' the t!cbf\icfans ~a~ sought shelter..Jn a bunker just 
- 108/.' 
.mu:!h.gf..tt,e Hv.ing qUQr.ters. Prior to retiring to the bunker~ 

site personnel oQ1ifi.ed.,U13_JAtk.At Udorn AB, Thailand of the attack 
. 109/ -

.!!:I~ .repo.rtedtJley were abandoning the.. r~dlo. Contactvfa p~e 

radio was maintained with the s~njor CAS r~lli.H.ntat~e in the tor-rund -
31 ~D 
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bunker nell'" the he11pad. 
J.J.Q/ 

M Qdo!'!10 plans were rapidly ~~velop'lng to divllrt sorties to S~te 
, , 

85. Flare ships had to be provided to allow visual strikes because ~ 

~,TSQ personnel in their ~un~r. the site could not)girect arntr.He.s. 
.. '. 

Airborne A-26s were already being diverted. Additional ~r support 
illJ 

was requited for ~19ht.,.fl ighh ,of F-4s .being .ient JrQm \.I~Qn. 
, # 0 

. v _,;' 7 '/~"'''' " ' o\V if.... \Ilen the barrage ceased at 19451:., the technicians left the bynker 

~\I() ~!nL",turl'1ed ~9- ~pera,t!~~ ~~e T~Q/iAcCA.N.-:!_~~~t. Only mil'1or shr~pnel 
d&IMge to the TACAN antenna )las sustained and:n'o'Ptnerican ..c.a.sLl-Alties had lliI ' ", ' ' 
be-en suffered. By 1950L, m~..Y,..£~~_fJ 19b~s which had been in the 

pr-ocess of being diverted were returned to their., fragged ,rni.ujQ[ls, and , ' 

until midnight. two A-26s and five F-4s hit targets in the Site 85 area. 

In addition, six A-ls were 
, . 

readied to support the site and the p,ilQ~~ !,:er~, pl~~~d_ i,I1,~rew: !!st. From 
7 I... t'¥,.." 

~OOlt to 0700L, 11 March, three A-26s and five F-4s supported Site 85; 
.ill! 

the lut time on ta~et was 0320L. J.'.2.C- AII',-' ... _. ----
,B'1 2020L the Amba~l~_doL~!_y!..enti.!M_haQ..~d cirJumstances to be 

.1U}J)Us enough to authorize the s ite tQ~.9nd~,ct tb.e di.r.e.cti.on .cf..utllu" , .ill! ' 
via_fk~r YQicJ,tr4n~1ssions. However. the 11.111 in activity at the 

site continued. At 2100l.heavy fighting was reported ,at Ban Pha Th1. 

I village at lower elevetions on the Phou Pha,Th1 ridge. only 1 1/~,~ ., ' .. 
$"outh of ,Site 85. Allegedly. the enemy waU.l.iing...fl.asbHghts to facili-

, , 

tate his ~l1mb !o,the villag!!. By 2117Lo fighting was going on only 1/2-
, , 
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hour walk from lhe site Atpp Pn~-EP~ T~i. 

• 

An entry in the 7/13 AF TAce log noted that at 210SL the Ambassador 
~-

in Vientiane was already considering e.vacualing the personnel fran Site 

85 at fi 1!: 1 ight. H~ver. _~hi.Ldecti..f.9ntl.~s, nc;f':'made ~~. th~t ti~..!- At 

21S0L the Deputy' Commander. 7/13 AF contacted the Attache's Office in 

Vientiane concerning the possible evacuation of the site. It was in--
ditated that evacuation should only be effected as a last resort if the , -situation became ~ntenable; furthermore. the situation should be followed 

on an hour to hour basis. These views were'to be expressed to the Am­

bassador. Any decision to evacuate was to be relayed to the Deputy 

Commander at once. 
.lliI 

At 21214 intermittent mortaring and shelling of positions around 
ill) , 

Site 85 was begun again. but the T,SQ faci!,it~ continye.d._t~_~perate 

. & tn.d direct missions. Shortly after this ~sumption of shelling. the 

'7->~D' AmbasiAQ9r deci~~~ 19 conduct a partial ~v!!.c~a\i9n pf_Arneri~an personnel. 
~, ~ 

t 

l 
l 

" ~i!'~ personnel '!Iere to be evacuated at 0815L on the 11th • . -.... . . -. .. - .. 
.,'$1hl'-' 

The situation remained static at the site until about 03DOl. On 

the iower slopes of the ridge. sporadic but violent firefights bro~!~,~ 

however. the enemy had not succeeded in overrunning an1 of the major 

outposts. As a matter of fact. the senior CAS representative later 

commented: 
ill! 

"Commo uas mai~tcr:~ed from the CP ~ith all the 
d8fending cutposts at Sit~ 85 thNLognOl;t tne 
attack 0>'1 Site 85 during the period 20 to 11 

33 
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At 'the TSQ/TACAN location. it has already been related that, with 

the lull in the barrage after 1945L, the technicians had left the 

bunker and returned to operating the facilities. WhilL.2O!.crew 2P.erated 

\.. J:!!e ISO flltil1t~ s~~{!~~ ot~er ment~ie~_~oge.t serne sleee. Ap-
~'l'tntTy-;5fnce -the-{i~i'ng' ~u~rters had been damaged, and sanetime 

. 
, later the technicians/bunker was also hit, same of the American person-

&to~_~~ae.pjllg-.b49s.lo9.~e!~engedt.h_e s 11 ng5 to seek _~t..!!!9 .1heJ ~er 

amon.9 thJ .J:Qds _n...1he .steep slope only~ .f~.Lfrflll Wle . .of the 
~- 120/ 

,_en~r.4n.cu .t.o the.l~J.tPpJy/COlTrnun1cotions stl"1.l.&.t~~. 

,::\ ;.., .. ..,. ; 

Shortly after 0300L. on 11 Karch, either automatic wea~ons fire, 

shell ing, or both once more caused the trew to aba.~don the fun1~ 

~s_t.!. At this point all radio c,ontact with the TSQ loca,~i,o.n and 

personnel was severed','even that via portable radio with the coiTrnand --._ .. -. - --,,, .l1!J 
bunker near the he1ipad. 

AJ the technicians came running fut of the ope rat i o~,s ~t~uc.~~, 

t.!~!L\<!'t,re_~t w1th.l,~_a11 of $..!M1Urm~ ~~-!!E_weapo~.fi..c! ~~ 

~.t~7\' 'Ve;t": ' close range. These men 5crambkUo1"_~afl!!.r~,0I!~.the._s.~,injs which were 

. t..p / only a few feet away. But a~parently three Americans :ere k111ed at 
~ . 122/ 
, '--.OI'Ice--among them the}SO se!li~ off; cer and CO!JJDande.r.~ / 

~~ ~ . V "J' ~)&-tlQ The truchl fact concerning the equipnent at the site was that 

\2~ ). .AIfA it was not destroyed: The deton!119.n. de~ices had not,': btln ~JJ9ge!:ed \ 'v~\-<'l'y" ------
'/;' ~.f -c' ~~ andth~SQ personnel never again entered the c~~n~ bll!19ing. In 

./' )' .v ", ~'1 ~\).~yt ~ 34 UNCLASSIFIED 
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an intervi.ew with survivors, serne que!!.i.Pl's toncerning the' de~n.ation 

devices were raised when it was revealed that explosives for demoli-__ _0. _, ____ • _._ •...• 
, ' .. 

tion of ~ site had earlier been thrown over the side of the cliff to ------. __ •. _ ..... __ .•.. ____ .• •• _ .': ·_h • . . ," 

p~ev~~t them from being hit by incerning shells. However, the tharges 

whiCh were to destroy the classified 'equipment were pre-rnounted and could ~. J~ 
. .' '. ,J'" v~' 

not' have bee.n eas11y or. swiftly I,-emove:d. Extra. charges were available ttf ' .'\~ 

111--# to destroy other equipment and facilities at the site; and apparently ,.(" AJ.~' . r::: H L. L._ '. 1231 ~v .£.r' / 
. ~~je extra tharges which were thrown awa.>!. . -1\"'"~ '\' 

I ~~.~ 
. ..,-l'" /" 

I , 
( 

• 
I 
I 
I 
t 

Evidently a small fC)rc.~ -'~f .aQ.Q.rp..xJEl.at~ly _~.!"entl_.en~t troops (most ~ ~ ~~, 
flv~' \~ 

likely North Vietnamese as judged by the unfamiliAr language) had sane- e:'" -I"~9 
6'"\ q;-' '.Q how infiltrated to the summit, No mine detonations, shouts, or other ~ ~ . . . r \ 

~arnings preteded the volley which hit the Americans exitini the opera- ~ 
tions structure. It has been only guessed that either the enemy in-

filtrated the more gradual but still tre~cherous northeastern side of 

Phou Pha Thi or that this small forte scaled the almost sheer north-

western face. None of the outposts waS a,,'are of thi.L~~..Y.force.!t_op 
124/ 

the summit. ---. 

Se~ingly familiar with the layout of the site, the c~f!~ed 

fat igue-tl ad invade rs method; ca lly threw grenades 1 nto 'mos t of the '--'-- ...-.. . .. .lli.I 
~ui1ding5, but it was-..not clear~...J.he TSQ..fa'i.1i'!y_ was also blown up. 

. . 

At About 0315L.the senior CAS repre~entative in the command bunker 

near the helipad observed the TACAN beacon ';90 up in ~oke". but it --- - . 
was thought at the time that a mortar round had .done the damage. Mean­

while t:,e helipad area was under particularly heavy shelling and small . .' . . 

3S UNCLASSIFIED 
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126/ 
anns f.ire. 
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Sub$equently, enemy troops at the site discovered the escape 

• 

. ~ IHngs leading down the slope and directed automatic wupc-ns fire 
LV\. 0 \ 
~ C, ~ in that direction. Sem!-Pf..~~e ?-meric~n~,do~~.,t,~~,!,:~P-:"'.~ql.!(J .. h_e 

.fire &rid it was estimated ,that_ fh~. ~rs,~~. of .~be_~,n~ ,~,~,~e~!~d. 

After pulling back from the American line of fire frem below, the 

attackers responded b1 lobbing some fifteen to twenty grenades onto. 

" 

. . ..... -.... " ... - .. , .. 

the slope and then intenniHently spraYing the area with automatic: 

weapons' fire. It was deduced that most of the American casualties 
. 127/ --" '- .. ------,-- ---

w~_re s.yff~~~ at this time. 

ln J1~n.!~_~!:le, meanwhile, the situation was. pu.ns. C;lg~_IlJy _mo.l1_ito_~d. 
Plans for the partial evacuation had been finalized at 0015L for im­

plementation at 081SL the next morning. Incoming reports indicated - ..;; 
that air support was sufficient, we.ather was good, and the situation 

128/ 
remained static. Although ~!}IDre of the_f.it~..9L~he TSQ facility, 

hner1UlLgffJ~.'!_H.Y1enthnewe,rl! !,9 ,~,~~_om! cogniz~nt .1tt,e.r _tha_Lin­

c~sed en~ _fire ,was being directed at the'site. Hence, at OS15L 

on 11 Karch, the Ambassador decided to evacuate,al~ericens fran Site 
129/ -----,. 

85 at 0715L'. 

An attache report sunYned up the situation at Site 85 as it was 
130/ 

known in Vientiane at 0540L: 

"A. of 10/2240Z: Heavymol'tar eutd S1TaH armlJfil'e '. 
em top of Ph"", Pha Thi (Site 85). l>nba8ByoNel'4Id. 
ev~ion of aU rBpeat an U.S. pBrelm1lBZ. 

36 
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net; eBt~tes their outer positions ~iZZ ho~ 
but pz...ce untenabZe as operating radar site. . 

_ "'1'ACAN :.init reported bt..rning WId ~L 'tQ 
Qt:h8r~ .~iptte"t. Steps being taken to 
dutrcy aH Nmaining ''Il''ipnent prior to wac­
uaticm." 

• 

Shortly before 0700L, incoming fire ceased; at 0620L smoke had 
. 7df';t., 

been observed rising from the TACAN site. (Fig. 9.) About 0700L, 
0'9'\ 

the helicopters were ~t.a.nd~ng by,_!.~~d,Lto. ~~.!. in, but~e.re drawing ",¢ 

/" e~1..Ji~ from the top of the surrrnit. The senior CAS advisor with 

ten Meo guerrillas proceeded to the. TSQ/TACAN site to ascertain the 

status there and determine from where the fire directed at the hel;-

t . i t d Jll! t:)tvL- .. ;t.. Mto FXjffj': iT f7J n+-~ "r\o,4t'... rtY cop ers ong na e.. I • ~ _./ , rC 
I'7'/ot\!.. ~ • .Q" If -+ WCN' ,., .... ~. 

Upon arrival at the TACAN location, the CAS representative found 

the living Quarters locked and the TACAN severe'l~~ed. The senior 

CAS representative then caned out to any Americans who m.ish!.~ve 

b~ellhidin9J:l~arly, bllt he received no.re$PQn$e. Coming around the 

west side of the complex, shots were ex~h.ansed.w~~~ne ene~.soldier 

dressed in "typical North Vietnamese/Pathet Lao uniform." After 

circling further south and west, two !'lore .of.the . ..e.o~my we~~n.c~unt~red. ~ 

one manning a machine gun behind sandbags. Fire was exchanged and one ~~ , 
. ,. ~ \ 

of the enemy was hit. but the friendly force beat a hasty retreat down ~tI'.t.f.-. - ~~ 
the hill toward the command bunker. En route, the CAS representative 

ml . 
was wounded slightly in the leg. t..Iis 6.1.-< U ...:r.tl""'M~\::>' 

~ 
the TSQ-8l was in enemy hands 

<fOp 

............. mmz~;~ .................................... .. 
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friendly heavy weapons fire was directed at the TSQ site And some 

~ ~ ~hits. were scored. A-1E~ in the are~ apparently noted that the defenders 

/I ~ t.,oJ'" were firing at the site and also delivered th~1!_ordn!Dce on the lSQ 

V..JI';'Q jocation. The CAS representative was of the opinion that the TSg gear 

t>: t' ¥' ""\ .was demoH shtd. '. ~~.ey.~r·!-thi.~ was 1neor~eet> Unfortunately, as one 
~ ~.~v . 

• • .I~,-\ i' survivor reported later, the A-1E at.tack forced one enemy soldier to 

p \y ~ scurry for safey .. d9wn t,he 'slope and en route, he er1.g1ged i.n a firefight I!!II 
~ \ '-.: 1W . . '- -.. -- III 

--S with another_~ericansur-.:ivor, .~ll~i.n~ ~i~ / '/i41';:. I!::. .lJtAJ~ /'0 --.Id 

/>7-e". :r VJ~ ptN.:M..h\-V.:::oJ ~ "to -r.f-tr 'DeiS 12..1~ ;v~'2,1 rrv. 
The helicopters were then able to' come in and perfonn the rescue b-+'-t\ri-ll1 

. ~1) 
attempts. Of the 19 Americans at the site, ~!ive tech.n~~i.!!ls and'~~ I 
~,,£,eople Wjre- .e.~!!,~.~.t~. One of the CAS people was wounded; five of f~ 
the six technicians were wounded, one of them being hit while in the 

helicopter--this man died en route to Site 36 and Udorn AB, Thailand. 
134/ 

The remaining ~leven Americans were presumed dead. 
-...::..:..:.-;- - ---- - - . 

~~ 
vJ~\, 

~ • and Laotian bodies, plus some wounded defenders from the summit, but 
lW 

~they continued to draw o~Qnal fir-e. 

v~ 
~\ ~ Apparently the defenders around the site still held the trail 
~ '\ r ~ 136· 

1~ 6 l' ~ systems to the sUlTfllit as Soon thereafter, the 

,~~t'~~ uerrilla defenders melted away 0 regroup at other locations for air-
~~ , . 
. ~ "..(06 lift to sofer areas. It was not expected that the enemy offensive 
oil ~~ Ii" 137/ 
~,l ff:'jV~OUld halt with the fall of Site 85. In fact, Site "1 fell on 

:,f '"7 ~ )1 March; to 1h~t, enemy pressure mounted at Site 184. Site 239 . 
If b-;v 
,J / ~\y and Site 107 were abandoned due to enemy activity; on 13 Karch Site 204 
\ " ~f ~ . 
• ~ e'< 

;:, 

'V~~ 
" 
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138/ . 
was subjected to heavy but sporadic enemy fire. ~,]_2,March, 129 

,of 203 de~M~f_.5it.e...B5....Illi!.E!fi nite 11..?een .evacuat!~. 

As early as 0940l on 11 March the Deputy Commander 7/13AF at 

Udorn AB, Thailand had begun coo~na1ion to. utilize some o.f the avail-

J able heli~2.Pters to airJjft a force of approximately 20~.l~,0,t..1an'!lU!'~.ry 
personnel to Site 85 in order to recapture tfoe site, but this design . . . ~ . .' . 

was delayed indefjnit~ly so that a maximum effort,tQul<i ~ •. e;-,erted ~o 
" . ,- .... '. 139/ 

'-, trt to ~cov!!r, ~h~ .remai.l!ing ~,St p~mMel and friendly forces.) 

I( r1p/~!4-t.., t)40T(RIJ .e~c..T;"rrN. ~ w~ A.-i-WfUJ.f 
D r t .\ . I' '''7,--""" I., ~ enouemen (!zid:7/wJ:. t2.t;,'7?C>~ ...., """ AljR~S~~ /24N 

"'4 T ~r ""' ,,-p If ~. 
After tfoe evacuation of Americans and friendly forces was campleted 

f 
on the morning of 11 March, only three tasks remained to be performed: 

. ............ . ..,'\ 
I w -rift? ~I/J~ , Y. 

\..-J !.l-1-J)rL..-j ~j, -rM'U • ~1sSi!l9.....hnuj,W had. to Jl.e, a,,,_o~t,ed f?r, either ~\V. £. 4 -Mn.~ y recovering them as they still evaded capture V 0'90 vA':' ~" .. ""',... • ., » or by recovering their bodies and establishing 10'" f'''';~.I.¢i--
~I "r4 i (tV 'J I.r o.<~\ thei r death. f:' ~'1\ f (, i!W --- V' >,i..p, '. IJN C v~ J ~ !( 
, 1>1:' 13 0 ':>'''"':>.' S,He ~S_had to be destroyed so that the equip:nenV ~ ... '~ <'~ 

vd :tt (,.ot''''VI~ .. ~ would not fall into enemy hands for subsequent analy-J,"i{ e 1" \ 
d i~ ~+ ,.)'~.!:>sis. In addition, any politically embarrassing ~ .. ;,QIV \ 
~ ,,,,~t ..11'<': / evidence had to be eliminated. "Ci. 

~ 
~/ #. •• /1' -.to "" ;-\ " 

J:.; J 6 #i"..K' f ¥ • The P~_M.iniHer of Lo,os, Souvanna Phouma, had to ~ ~ 
0 tl ~ ~ to{) ~.i.Jnfp.rmed, of the situation to. pennit him to prepare o? , , r"')f ?~~ ~~ ,,!!IVa position against potential cCl11ilunist charges of 'l-I ~v '.., 

'f.]~ J~ ~0 .Aroerican involvement at Site 85. rxx,",C>Iv~. 'IF' } ., ~,(, '" 
f>;{1\ ,~ V//f/ .f~"1 """t-rl<CC11> i'21\~r:J I' >ri;J~"1'''~~ Ho(.JC.~p~Vc.s'. 'J i-.J.y' 
V; c. q.-.t O As more details of casualties were obtained from sU!"Vivcrs7nd a -..$:o~ (//' 
~~\ , . .~~ 
\d\~ c~mted sear~h and rescue effo.rt was con~\lcted at the site ~.,. -{"~<J>' 

,,\v -1 7t -_.. --5 77 1401 -- "'- Y'y'o 
,J., i" b -- - • • ",;fl" 1 r; r .Clry osses ecame scxnewha.t cleo arer. Of the .nlneteen AAler1cans~ /~ ~'" 
/~t the Site, sixteen had been site ~!~h..nicians, two. were CAS ~ ~ ~ -4 '! .L 

r/'. ~~ . J J ~r!o> (1:'\ -_.--" . . ;0¥-~q,'''''{ 
;. j ,'l J'U ~~~ ,/ 39 N<7. :...c"A',( , 
~:-. ~ 0 ~ ll'1"'. \1 
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representatives, and there had been one Attache Office FAC. The 
. - . 

I 
I 

w..r~.reU!JU1.Ue$ .an~ the FAC wer~3_~~.ed. The senior CAS repre- I 
sentative had been slightly wounded. Of ~~;~~t_e~~er~can.t~chnici~ -;'J 

five wereextncted (one died en route) ,(eight were kn~n~.o be de~~,~~~ .' I 
lOd t~ree otbers were unaccounU!! .. fQ.r.but_ilresumed ~t~~. There was '? ~'il 

I 
I 

I // 'fJD~~ the possibility that the ,b9die$ Qf .\h.e IIIjwiDg tbree OlfD might.have 

I \r )(\,'" t:fallelL!ran t.be .le.dge..wbe.u the Amv1,ans hid. Off the ledge, there 

IW,~\ 141/ 
If\' ")\1 ... , • was a sheer drop of almost 2,000 feet. ; e \/\.. -- ,-' 

(# 
• 
I 

Presuming those who were not evacuated on the morning of 11 March 
~-

. 

were d!!9, a fai~_co~centrat~d ~ir effort wa~!auncheg~n that same' 

~..1P,~~stroy the technica1 andper:sQnil .t.QILip:nenUtU bebind ~ 

142/ 
Site 85. The major phase of this activ'ity ended~!..5_~ch but 

further examination revealed ~Fli..strjke each.at $.it~._~~ on. ',9
4

, 22, and 
- I . W·. 

?~ March. The 22 March syne.included a 8u.D":p~p....'!l5.s~i1e. ~...." \ I'<.. h)" 4 

'1J;1'"\~(3.(,(T p;p "iT ;I-~ r T~ ~~~? i> ~ ....... ~J 
\ On the morning of 13 March, the P;neri~n P;nbassador met with (~.....,.. 

~ '. I Prime loll nister Sou vanna Phouma of Laos. The P;nbusador related that· ~ .• ~ 

1 z:>~ the facillties at Site 85 had not been destroy~ prior to evacuation, ~ 0 

I ~ but that USAF napalm strik~~yere being delivered against the site. He 1·, 

, ~.!O'd 'of the American 'ossesand tha~)of the bodies h~d not 11\ ~ 
~--~----------------~' ,«/ ~ ~ 

! been found. The Ambassador reported Phouma's reaction:. 

i l-Ih> wu )' ?j-D (' 

r.
t'7'N'e ,4-JJ'1IJ~/. ' wan~~d.-at these tl.>o items of inform. a- v>~ 

~-J tiCIM and said thell increased the ri~ks that enent!{ 

- t.fi»',,)4-.~( cou14 beabZe,if he chose, to make .'Clne prettll 

;I J ? _ F~" 1.119 dis cZOB u:t'es • " '." ~ 

I' p'" I 
5,1""-

I w~ , '. _ ~ ~ p..(.1"t?' tve> 

j 

. ~ f~ to JIJtA-u IV I. G """Tft1r~~ -40 f~ ---- > 

lJ ~'-;::". 
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Both the Ambassador and the Prime Minister noted that no mention 

pf in,rimjnating evidence.had yet bee~ made b~ either the laotian . _ ... - -----
C~~~i$t.~~-Horth Vi~~ie ~~qios. They agreed that the best thing 

to do was to ·sit tight" and see what evidence the 4'rlE!Tly had acclmluhted 

and what he planned to do with it. The Ambassador's report of the 
, 145/ 

~eeting concluded with the follOWing c~ent: 

Epi logue 

"SOU".Janr.a owwlJely dose •• . not vi.eh to make 
deaiei on on po e 'tlcre he tJi Zl ta 'k8 tOiJc:U'ds 
potential Ccmmmist ezploitation of this 
incident lD'ltil he knows J.o1J damaging their 
evidence ie. Be IJ1'g~4. 1Y...E? dOU'QIJ. ~§ /TflJ>!h 
wi,4e'fl£LE6 l,'8 can rapidly. Since nis posi­
'tion is understandabZe. I did not repeat 
not t1'lJ to prese him one ~ 01' =thel' on 
conti""e'lC/{ statement,." 

It is difficult to firmly establish the enemy intentions without 

access to enemy documents and plans. Of course these were not available 

for this study. However, after analyzing the data which were ava1lable, 
146/ 

a nU1Tt>er of observations are offered. 

Apparently Site 85 ~~s!Jot the s.i~il~~6J·get of.~n~ aims in the 

dry season offensive which began in November 1967. Indeed, Site 85 

appeared :0 have been only one, of the friendly strong points which the 

enemy seemed determined to reduce in this area. 

It is generally assumed that the enemy mounted his a'tjYl~it~ 

~inst Site.8S in order to destroy the :Top S_ecre~ :r~q t:aci}.il!es at 

Phou Pha Thi. However, no documentary evidence of this fact has been 
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I 
J~~ :;:1"-~ , 
~Jt7 ~ 
17' , {l~ ,./\..sSfOund in the resear,h for this st.udy', although the existence of su,h a I 
~ ~'~~~;r spe~ift' objective can be neither confirmed nor denied. Certainly the • 

(\Iv n\ ..(~ 
\ .~ ~ I en~ was aware of this guerrilla base near his vital supply routes; 

'F .j' ~ '\ ~ ~ he aho,knew that there was a TACAN at Site 85. These two factors." • 

~/ 1''' .'one, would have provided sufficient incentive. .~\~ t>'1' 0 

. . ,# l{:r f'o~~ ~-.'t';:: ~v" ,\..$ I I 
/. I • \". ___ -(~,c, "(~\ c .. { 

/,ff, / ,.. ~. Guerri 11 a forces do not nonna lly stand and fight it out; generally 

~ -tP l~ .} this is not their function, unless they a~-c~~;d- upon to defend ~ 
f\5 v., .. /'i X\. very vital interest. Realizing this. the enemy first a~empted to 

t.,/.#' J\.Jve1iminate friendly forces at this site with as small a corrrnitmenton his 

1 6f. \ ~ ~ part as possible. 

However, to supplement a small commitment, the enemy used a full 
,r'}, (\, y. , J. ;' 
r :\ (j- trU t, (j 
Q,V t" /.\' ;,?IJ. 
~ ,J -;ril ~ ~ I barrage of propaganda. CAS reports for the entire period contained 

~ \:\' \ numerous references to Conmunist-held meetings and soldiers' statements 

\' which indicated enemy determination to capture Site 85. He used this 

~ 

I 
I 
:j 
.! 
!I 
" 
:1 
!I 
j 

tactic to enlist the active and passive support of the local populace: 

he may. also. have counted on these statements reaching the guerrilla 

defenders, thereby, undermining their will to resist and making them 
-

t~ink it was senseless to stand apd fight. ~~ 

The first two attempts to take Phou Pha Thi. the small force 

advance which stalled at Phou Den Din in mid-December and the AN-2 Colt 

attack. were certainly not large commitments. After these failures. 

the enemy was forced to concentrate more troops and develop elaborate 

plans and support for them. 
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Although airp0W2r was to be a major. factor in the defense of Site 
85. it could not be applied without limitations and restrictiqns. 
Defense of Site as was not the sole task of limited air'resources in the 
Southeast Asitn conflict. For example. duringtb1s UIJli.~~!'.1Jld.-tbe 
1968 ret Offensive waS unde!')lA,v in Sou~b Yfetw, the Karine outpost, KIle ; . - j)I.<;:-Sanh. was under Siege, and there .existed an unprecedented flow of enemy V . . ..1' A--t ",v logistic traffic which had to be interdicted. ",df""" -"III·, ,," 

<,;,IA \.. /' ". f' I 

t1ons~~\:d:::~:'a:i?::~:~l~~::~:e~~~~i~::~c:~~~:~:::-~ad ~thdri!wn blanket approval for C~and~ C~ strikes in BARREL ROLL. y)~~ 
and instud, approved them on an indivir;ju/l·l basis, By 8 February 1968, .~.,J vi", 

~l-... · .J, 
only nine targets around Site 85 and outs1de the 12 ~ circle had bee~n~ {t 

l t~ ~pprove~ for Ccmnando Club operat~ons. With Ccmnando Club strikes out- ~ r~1 
side the 12 ~ circle limited to only approved targets, ~isual means d \Z-A'c\ 
to be utilized if newly discovered targets, not on the auth~d li~~:v I 
were also to be attaded. Visual strikes were limited by bad weathe/ --which was particularly poor in early March. Hence, the defense of the 
sHe hing~~ considerably on the capabf1i~ to visual.l1 __ a~g~ire targets ~ ---~=~~~~~------~----~~~~~~~~~==~~---.!9 ... h ... $truck. ,...--------

Within the 12 ~ circle. similar restrictions applied. It was not 
until 21 February that authorization was extended to the local Area 
Defense Cam.ander (LADe) to task the TSQ facility to conduct strikes 
against any target within the 12 ~ circle. 
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The lPplfeat10n of a1rpower around Site 85 _as intended to be 

responsive. Therefor,. if the demand lessened or if targets could not 

be definitely fixed. the air effort proportionally contracted. for, 

there were other requirements elsewhere which had to be me~. Th1s was 

dem¢nstrated by the lull in e~rly February. 

Airpower _as the vital ingredient in halting what most probably, 
, 

was an enemy plan to take Site 85 in late February. But at that stage . , ' 

of events, AS the accurate unofficial estimate of 25 February pointed 

out, Iven _ith successful ground harassment and continued Airstrikes, the 

security of the site IOU doubtful after 10 M.rc~ because the attackers 

appeared _il1in9 to mount the necessary effort and accept the accompany-
/ • f:.. 1ng losses. 

~.J'~ tiD On the night of 10-11 March, the Attache Office in Vientiane 

V"~--\~t.; (repO~ed at Ol38L on the situafun at Site 85 and stated that "suffident 
~ , 

rx ,\, ~~ resources" were available. At 0247L,the terms used were "sufficient 
{' 0 ',f\)/ air support". Unknown to anyone not at the TSQ location, the facilities 

~,:tr'; were lost to the enemy no more than one hour 'later. 

Site 85, had pro~ided direction to about 1/4 of the USAF missions 

o~er North Vietnam and BARREL ROLL from November 1967 to 11 March 1958. 

No o!.~~.r,(a_~l1i~ex1sted to provide a similar coverage over these areas. 
.. -. . --' . 

While this loss was a serious blow to the USAF air effort. it was,no~ ---.- -. .. "- - --- --. . . -.. - -

• 
• ,. 
• • 
J 
J 
I 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 

-,~PP!J~g. -aftPT> /jtFt-4S';;:- -dp;l-)lSo~:;iJ Z7"YP~. ~ ~. J 
!3L>ty'lI$';; s ~ jf(lO tIG No II J,4J£ «JcYl<P' L~,;r~ I ..l mJ~ I lie 

The possibility that evacuation might have to be carried out was 
IIJ rr:Jr:...r lLitE- j-lP<D 6tJ

4
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ful~y r.ul.fad. Phns to actomp; ish the 'evacuation eXiited. However. 

a set of circumstances developed which negated their timely execution. 

~ personnel at either VienJ~~ne(Q!-)the~.!~~_.p.~st.a.~_~ 85 been 

aware of the situ~t1Qn at the TSQ/TACAN location atop Phou Pha !hi • 
... •• - •• ••••• - p -.-.~-..-. • •• - ••••• - • '.'-" • 

l steps mighthaye bee~-ia~t.n_l0_ e·JmiIil1L.1t'i..r1fi.1~.~.o,~ ufely 

.e.\:'a~~~te·the technicians. and destroy' the chssified faciliti~s";':' But 
~'. . -
the loss o!}rnle::!i,t.e~P.!!J!Iuni~tio~ between the personnel at the facility 

and the cOI11TIand pos t pre vented this action. Sub!~qu.~n~ .~~.ci.~ ions were 

based on inComplf:t.e .and er.roneous JDfp.nnatioll. '11f-& f(2 Ii j'J Di; 6 -
'5tb~l-~ JM~ '\)~i've,\pO I"\2.0",fld 71r~ ~t.~ 

One qJestion, basic to the relation of events in the fall of Site 

85, has not been fully answered by available documentation and informa­

tion: how did a twenty man team~ armed with automatic weapons reach ... ---.-.----~--

the to...E_.I?LPJlo,u. p_~~T.hi Jl!\PQ!t~~~ -I'rIJ 0 li' 1-!-'1 ~ vP.o I ~ ou 
/V) e IJ e: rJ t, 1"<"1-. tT 1""lk71'f\ ~t-.!L..6" nI"'"1 w D'I'~ O/~~ l/~up ~ 

Messages already quoted in this study des,ribed the defensive 

arrangements at the site. The oorthwest~r.D side of the mountain was a 

sheer cUff of nurly 2,000 feet. Othe.!Jm.9ache~ ~re ~ea~~.1.'y' .. m.~~ed. 

In addition, by early January there were "200 ~2Pps 1n irrmediate 

vicinity of site; and additional 800 troop~ in the lower portions of ,J ~i 

the mountain." . .tL. ~~~ 
'/ vC:>1'- " ... t- r~' 

. ~ot.~l f11 "1~(/ 
It has been surmised that the enemy infiltrators $caled the i,ooo 1~~" 

~,.IA-?,: at' 
foot cliff. This theory might appear to account for the lack of any 91~~ 

kind of warning before the enemy force hit the American te'hnicians and 

captured the sUl7Jl1it. However, this does not explain how .. tw~nt,t!eaYily 

a.:m!~ ~~ldiers climbed a 2,000 foot tliff ~t n~ht, unnoticed by 200 

U;-;CrASSlflEO 
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defend~rs._ H~r does it relate wht these twe~ty infiltrators were i0:J 

el.i,lIIi_n_I~'~_~ th' defeode.r.s atop PJ1QJLi.ha Tb1. Apparently the friendly 

troops at lower elevations held fast against the enemy attacks. ' 

On 14 Marth 1968, the Commander, 7AF, sent a message to the American 
. '147/ ' 

Ambassador in Vientiane: 

i~ ~ . ". 
j nv~"I "'" cor.cn'Md IlDClUt in. nud fc;r a pcstmcrtem 

, ' ~ ~ ~. c;MZIISi, on in. less of Site 85. In ieZ'ns of 

'-,.J 0.. auuei71fl lJn.tn.r futl.a" Bi~s .hC'lii-d be sstab-

,-\ Hsh#d beZiwII it ~rtant to d8tlimM hq..) a 
r,lativ,ZII em:zH ferc, lola' abZli to take Bl4Ch an 
a~Zlig.aZIl !JiZZ d.efi~d install-a~icn. No in-

\. iera tions have been received hli:re as to lJb.at 

\.,.'f"'~~~ i~ ~v ~r' ma4f .pIIJ:()"a~d8fense fcrce,s 
d ~ on ntB to, fe ~uWWian, u~er:i.aZZIl i'l' 

ii~~ V 1~~ ~= ~{~;-: ~ic~;~o;' si{e~~~1ea~~~d 
Vt:" r, "\ \ \.n vuw of ,;::p,ri.,..r:, !Jith Sit, 85 l.lOl<i-d be ap-

•• 
--
11 
11 

-­
J 
J 
J 
J 

\ £ .j ~ "'< pr,o-i-ated. " - .;'; S. \ 
.;.~ .p'~ /\'\,;>&--"'97-'-",' 7~ Sj')l-II~ 0I-t-'~F-I.."f;?rffoPt>~. 'IIAf¥.L~) W~J 
, .;-t. ,v" \ ~ _ ~.J' ,0 t+ II. H- 7'" ~,n.-.J I ... T~,", <! \ A 
fN r{f'i,\iJi <-~7The ,....bassador replied on 16 Harch. He concurred that I post 

~"{"'~ IfIOrtem on the loss of Site 85 IOU in order, and 5u9sested that procedures 

\ " A\ 
,.: ()~ for such an analysis be jointly developed by 7AF and Embassy representa-

/ ~ 
t1ves. Regarding the size of the enemy forces, the Ambassador e~plained: 

"5. Ziw, IIC'1i should ",.,aeretana, h~ver, that 
..,.~ two. w, not .•• 'uZativelll srrr:zZZ.' 0I<:r 

~~t.ZZ~,nc. indicate, tn,ir r~~rB b.~~e'l 
five and "Vfll battaUons. with ID'tillllrll a'I\d 
rock"t BlJPPOl't. cor.siarablll C'lit~eri"'f1 Zcoa1.· 
tLlftmee fol'ces, lJhich never rn.&mbered mwe ~ha'l 
1,000 mll'l i'l 22 kiZomet.r defllr~ivil perimeter 
lJhich dral.r>I arClCld Si til 8 S. " 

"made clear frcrn the beginning" that the site could n~t'be defended 

= TOP ... 

J 
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·" 
II against a determined and superior enemy force. He also stated that 

I 
I 
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resumed. No replacement facility for 'the TSQ-81 has been built. During 
, -

I farewell visit with,the klei"ican Amba'ssador in Vientfane on 2 July, 

the 7AF Commander discussed with hfm the requirement for additional 

I 
I 
I 

navigational aids in North Laos and aQreed to reexamine requirements.." I 
150/ ' ,\~ .. 

The Ambassador reported on this discu$Sion: -1" -r 1\ 

... be" r,,' ''''''. " ~''-'"_''' '''N /. ~I i'"1 
ie no juetifiabZ.e r"'l""iNment fgr ,HSQ iM'klHatiem ~ • tlli- . ~ /'rJ~r/7 I 
~ L<w.. TMrefore. cur ,ite Bl1.4otion in OM~ ~ 'ijV 6\ - ~,. 
01' in r.eighbori.TIg ThaiZ-and ought, f01' the time being, ",,0' . fI'~ '* 
concern 'ituZf IJith TACAN ,iwe. In thie conr.ection, ~ J, \ 
Cene1'aZ Mcnryer OSl'eBd to reviAl pl'oBpeote for '1'ACAN ~: \~ _"t 
at Sitfl 36 and one em pZ'Ominent hi n in Thai Zand. I ~ \ l>,O­
agreed reuanir.e M~ pl'ob't4m osain in event bombing 'iJ-'-7 v'-
operaticne rerume north of 20th pa:raZZilZ." ~ r 

\ 
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