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Newsletter privacy statement

This newsletter contains member privacy information
the VHPA considers proprietary and confidential.

This information, including but not limited to the
VHPA Chapter list, shall not be used for commercial
solicitation purposes or for any correspondence related
thereto without prior written authorization from the
VHPA president.

Correspondence relating to commercial purposes or
solicitations shall only be sent to those officers, commit-
tee chairmen, and staff listed above.

VHPA legal challenges

In June 2002, former member Gary Wineteer, repre-
sented by former member Tom Elliston as his attomney,
filed suit in Platte County, MO, against the VHPA.

Wineteer’s suit alleged that the law of Kansas,
VHPA's state of incorporation, required the VHPA to |
permit proxy voting at VHPA business meetings by
members who had obtained proxies from members not
present, and that the VHPA’s long-standing policy
against proxy voting was unlawful.

At a hearing in June 2002, the Missouri court denied
Wineteer’s motion for an injunction to allow proxy vot-
ing at the Las Vegas Reunion in July 2002, but otherwise
did not address final resolution of the merits of the suit.

Thereafter, the VHPA filed a motion to dismiss on
procedural grounds that the VHPA was not subject to the
jurisdiction of Missouri courts, and therefore should not
be subject to further litigation there. The trial court
granted the VHPA’s motion at a hearing in November
2002, and Wineteer appealed.

On Dec. 2, 2003, the Missouri Court of Appeals
reversed that dismissal, holding that the trial court did
have jurisdiction over the VHPA, due in part to its prior
support of Wineteer’s efforts to organize the Mid-Ameri-
ca Chapter. The appellate court did not consider or
address the merits of Wineteer’s claims on the proxy
voting issue, which shall now be subject to further pro-
ceedings in the trial court.

Meanwhile, in December 2002, the month after the
Missouri trial court’s initial dismissal of the Missouri
case, Elliston, representing himself, filed another suit
against the VHPA in Chase County, KS.

Elliston claimed in that suit the Executive Council
was not a lawful governing body under Kansas law, the
VHPA was operating as a veterans organization in viola-
tion of its Articles of Incorporation, and the Executive
Council lacked the power to terminate Elliston’s mem-
bership.

Once again, he also sought a court order allowing
proxy voting for the Orlando Reunion’s business meet-
ing in July 2003, but this time there was no court hearing
prior to the reunion.

Following the reunion, the Kansas trial court held a
hearing on the merits of Elliston’s claims in September
2003. After a presentation of evidence and arguments
from both sides, the Kansas trial court ruled against
Elliston on all counts, and entered judgment in favor of
the VHPA. Elliston has until late January 2004 to decide
whether to file an appeal.

The defense of these cases is being handled by the
VHPA'’s legal firm of Gunn, Shank, and Stover of
Kansas City, MO. VHPA member and attorney Charlie
Rayl is assisting in the defense of the Kansas suit.

VHPA’s attorneys believe the claims of the Kansas
and Missouri suits lack merit, and the VHPA will prevail
in both suits.
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P.S. — To my crewmates on this mission: Thank you
one and all. I have attempted to respect your privacy by not
mentioning your names. Please contact me if you can and
we can talk about the results of this letter.

Soldiers in Gulf, Delta
share some similarities

I am a National Guard soldier currently deployed to the
Persian Gulf. Thirty-five years ago, I was a young Army
helicopter pilot stationed in the Delta of South Vietnam.

Recently, I have been thinking of the similarities and
the differences between then and now.

Then . . . if a soldier was 25 years old, we called him
Grandpa. Now . . . when we call a soldier Grandpa, he real-
ly is one.

Then, [ remember seeing forklifts unloading pallets of
beer in Vietnam. Here in Kuwait forklifts unload pallets of
bottled water (no beer here).

Then, we used to dream and talk of “Round-Eyed
American Girls.” Now, the soldier working next to you
may very well be an American girl (they comprise about 12
percent of us and generally they are hard working, compe-
tent and professional).

In Vietnam, we were scroungers and fabricators. We
would drag up wooden crates and steel barrels and use re-
straightened nails to make shelves and bookcases.

In this respect, the soldiers in today’s Army are still the
same. | am continually amazed how 2x4’s and plywood can
be used to make life a little more comfortable.

As | walk between the rows of tents, I see
elaborate covered patios with homemade
chairs and foot rests, benches and tables. <=
Some enterprising troops have even built -

a retreat between the tents (“The Sand

Lizard Saloon,” complete with a plywood \.

bar and “Saxon,” the two-foot-long sand lizard, where after
a long, hot, dusty day, you can have a cold Coke or a non-
alcoholic beer.

There are flagpoles next to tents with flags flying and
signs with arrows that point to towns that are far away.
Some things change, but thoughts of home and X’s on cal-
endars will always be the same.

In Vietnam, we were young and bold. We would fly
our aircraft out to the bush each day and operate where the
rubber meets the road. We were the tip of the sword — in
the action — and we walked with a swagger. We disliked
REMFs. We called them straphangers and bean counters.
And we looked at them with contempt.

Here in Kuwait,  am a REMF. | am a rear echelon pen-
cil pusher. I’m not always sure where my Kevelar is, but |
know where the mess hall and the MWR tent are located,

‘Argentine Army pilots
continue flying Hueys

A couple years ago, [ was surfing the Net regarding
Vietnam helicopters when I ran across an inquiry for
Vietnam helicopter pilots that flew one of two UH-1H’s
that had flown in Vietnam. The tail numbers were listed
and the units.

One of the aircraft flew with the 158th Lancers and
the other was one of “my” birds from the 237th DMZ
Dustoff.

What followed has been a wonderful friendship with
several pilots in the Argentine Army who are keeping
these Hueys flying; and they are flying them the way we
used to fly them! Low and fast, pushing the proverbial
envelope!

I highly encourage viewing their website —
www.uhclub.com.ar

There is lots on wonderful footage and photos of
these two aircraft still flying today in Argentina. It will
put a smile on your face, I guarantee it.

Please be sure to leave a message for them when you
do visit. Although the site is in Spanish, you will have
no trouble navigating it. My contact there, Juan Souto,
speaks gooder English than I do, so they will have no
trouble translating your comments. Enjoy!

Phil Marshall

DMZ Dustoff 711

Quang Tri, Camp Evans 1969
DMZDUSTOFF @aol.com

and [ know where the best latrines are.

Each morning, the flight crews gather in my operations
tent and I give them a weather update; they file their flight
plans and they walk out to their helicopters with their
bravado and their battle rattle. I give them a smile and a
wave . . . and a quite prayer. Late in the day they walk back
into the flight operations tent, completely exhausted, drag-
ging their rattle and drinking water in large gulps. They call
me “Sir” and salute me, and look at me with contempt.

CWS5 Douglas Gandy

Company G, 149th Aviation
Oklahoma Army National Guard
Camp Arifjan, Kuwait

Post Script:

When [ wrote the paper then and now, [ was in Kuwait,
sitting in the flight operations tent with not much to do. |
didn’t know it then, but there was another significant expe-
rience still ahead of me.

Seven months after the activation of two Army Nation-
al Guard units, one from Texas and the other from Okla-
homa, we received orders to clean up and pack up.

After 1,800 hours of blade time, flying troops and
equipment, beans and bullets, to areas all over Iraq, it was

Continued on Page 6





























































