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INTRODUCTION 0 

On 1 April ltj72 the North Vietnamese Army invaded South Vietnam . An article 

in the Pacific Stars and Stripes read: "President Nixon was reported Saturday 

to be closely watching North Vietnam ' s long-awaited major offensive as a test 

of the success of his Vietnamization program to shift the burden of the war 
0 

effort to South Vietnam . '' The battle that had been in the making for Years 

had finally begun . The enemy opened three major fronts . The first was in I 

Corps when he sent 30 , 000 troops streaming across the DMZ . The second was in 

III Corps where the enemy attacked out of his Cambodian s<inctuaries and tried 

to capture the city of An Loe . The third was in II Corps where two 1'TITA divisions 
c lv+r 1~ .. 

tried to capture the Provincial Capital of Kontum . This ~ deals only with 

the battle of Kon~ . For the first time in the Vietnam 1·Tar both US and Viet-

namese forces depended completely on each other for victory . Neither one of 

the a llies could win alone . The US Forces could support the Vietnamese , however 

the respr-nsibility for the ground c omba t rested squarely on the ARV1'1 • The 

Battle for Kontum typified the combat in all fronts . The weaknesses and strengths 

that became obvious as the battle developed are a source of pride and sometimes 

shame for al l involved . Al though there were no US gro1ind combat troops directly 

involved there were a large number of Americans acting as advisors and flying 

US aircraft in support of the South Vietnamese effort . 01a.ny of these Americans 

died doing their duty . It is to these men that this smaJl literary effort is 

dedicated . ,) 
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Phase I The Battle for the Fire Support Bases 

.!!'he battle has begun . Early on the morning of 4 April a flight of gunships 

and slicks lifted off Camp Holloway . There was a total of six gunships from 

the 361st Aerial Weapons Company and 57th Assault Helicopter Company , plUs five 

slicks (UH-lHs) from the 57th . The d~cision had been maile the night before by 

LTC Charles Bagnal, Commanding the 52nd Aviation Battalion to attempt rescue 

of a CH- 4 7 crew that had been tra1ped on Fire Support Base 421 since their 

aircraft was shot dovm on 31 Mar . FSB 421 had been under heavy enemy attack 

to inclune artillery , mortar , rockets and recoilless rifle fire . The enemy 

had completely surrounded the FSB with arti-aircraft ~reanons , ~l cal machine~1ns, 

lL. . 7 and 23 mm . Several attempts had already been mail e to i:et aircraft into 

the FSB on previous daYS but the fire was too intense . As the sun sti::trted to 

rise that morning of 'I April our aircraft aunroached Kontum . l)hen LTC Bagnal 

reported in to the Airborne Brigade Headquarters at Vo Dinh , he was told that 

a heavy ground attack 1.•as in progress against FSB 421 . The gunships ,,,ere 

immediately sent to the FSB. The three sets of guns ma~e repeated runs on the 

perimeter of the base . large enemy troOp formations were observed in the assauJt . 

All aircraft received intense enemy anti-aircraft fire . Rockets , machinegun 

and 40mm fire from the gunships poured down on the attacking enemy. Artillery 

from nearby FSB ' s impacted on the South and West sides of the FSB . The enemy 

-~s able to penetrate the perimeter carrying heavy machjne guns and rocket 

launchers . The ARVN airborne uni ts on the b8.se al ong wi tr the four US creW!"l.en 

were forced into the northern half of the compound . The US advisor on the 

ri:round requested friendly fire on his nosition and the gunships resnnnded by 

placing fire inside the comp~1nd . As the morning progressed the enemy att8.ck 
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began to subside, it was evident of the terrible toll our fire power was taking 

on the enemy. Later in the day the enemy withdrew leaving behind h1mdreds of 

dead and numerous weapons . Thus ended the first major enemy attack . As luck 

would have it, we had the breaks . The fact that on that particular morning we 

had our gunships on station was the key to success . 

The next day (5 April) an ARVN company escorted the US crewmen to the north 

so that a linkup could be made with forces coming do,m the ridge line from 

another FSB . As they moved cut of the FSB to the north they observed the dev­

astation wrought by the gunships. Over 200 enemy bodies were found north of 

the perimeter . After moving up the ridge line to the north the US crewmen were 

extracted by a VNAF UH-lH without inddent . 

}-- For the next several days the enemy pounded the FSB ' s located on the large 

ridge line NW of Kontum known as "Rocket Ridge ." Several ground assaults were 

beaten off by TAC air , gunships and artillery fire . The ARVN airborne uni ts 

and uni ts from the 22nd ARVN Division did well defending their bases . The 

'- enemy, reported as elements of the 320th NVA Division , was taking a beating 

against the hardened, well defended FSB 1s . It seemed he would continue smashing 

himself against these smaJl strong points indefinately . This was very mush to 

our advantage . The FSB ' s were doing what they were intended for . If we could 

get the enemy to expend his forces on these bases our chances of def ending 

Kontum would increase . This was truly an economy of force tactic . We used 

a1 1 our advantages, especially our heavy fire power . A small element we11 

fortified , causing the enemy to mass so that fire power could be brought to 

bear on him . The attacks came mostly from the west although the enemy was 

located on both the east and the west s ides of the ridge. He had located his 

AA weapons throughout the area and helicopter operations were extremely hazardous . 



The most glaring weakness in the over all defens ive plan was the vulnerabiJi ty 

of the 2?nd Div forward CP at Tan Canh . This rel atively sma, l compounn was 

J ocated on a small hill SW of the town of Tan Canh . There i-rere 155JvW and ln5M~ 

howitzers located at the base oriented to the SW . The comoound had about 4 

M41 l\.RVN tanks for defense and approximately nne battalion of A 11.VlT troops olus 

sunport troops . The base lacked defense in depth and was locatecl on rel ativeJy 

low ground . There were no significant f'orces to the North to counter a serious 

enemy thrust foI'rl that direction . 

Early on the morning of 24 April , a column of 12-15 tanks came dowri the road 

from the North East . With the apnearance of the tanks most of the Arr-nr nefenders 

retreated from the c Ompound leaving their artillery pieces , tanks and a small 

group of U.S . advisors . Several advisors were woimded and A.S the situation 

deteriorated decided to abardon the camp escaping to the S .W. Later in the 

morning these men were picked up by the II CORPS Senior Advisor , Mr John P. 

Vann, flying an OH-58 observation helicopter . Since the aircraft was so small 

it was necessary to make severaJ trips carrying the advisors to Dak To air strip. 

Once there , trey were picked up by s1icks from the 57th AfTC . The last slick 

out of Dak To was hit by 51 Cal machinegun fire and began burning in the air . 

The aircraft was reported to have explcxied on impact in the river South 1·Test 

of Dak To . It i.ras presumed all aboard vere killed . The 1'T\JA tanks contirued 

moving toward Dak To . ARVY units there withdrew to the south . G1lrships from 

the 361st and B/7/17th , Air Cav troop engaged the enemy tanks with 17 lb rockets. 

however , they were not effective against the armor. The loss of Tan Canh had 

a disastraus psychological and tactical effect on the A 'TV}: uni ts . Al though 

t here had been rumors and reported sightings of enemy armor in the area the 

actual annearance of the T-54 ' s in large numbers oroduced the classic shock 
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effect the armor types are always taking about . There was really no A.ttempt 

made to stop them short of a few LAW 1 s fired by U.S . advisors at Tan Canh . 

These proved to be ineffective . By the same token , I helieve the enemy was 

equally shocked at how easily he had taken Tan Canh . Herein lies the fate of 

Kontum and possibly MR II . The enemy either did not want to or , cculd not 

exploit rapidly his success . Had he been able or will ing to drive his tanks 

and infantry down QL 14 he may have taken the city of Kontum within a couple 

of days . I believe this weakness of the enemy bears careful study, especi ally 

from the point of view of our reliance , conscinus or otherwise , on his inabiJity 

to react quickly . We will not be able to afford such complacency in future 

encounters with a more flexible enemy .~After the loss of Tan Canh , chaos 

abounded ':'6 ARVN forces were incapable of reacting immediately to defend the city 

of Kontum . There were no significant defensive preparations made in the vicinity 
f-.. ,, 'fp . "' ' J 

of the city . The enemy gave the ARVN the time that he desparately needed . The 

FSB 1s on the ridges were abandonErl . Some under pressure others because they 

vere untenable . The troops walked out leaving their 105mm howitzers behind . 

Some uni ts mar1 e heavy contact and took many causuaJ ties as the withdrawal turned 

into an exercise in escape and evasion . Some units made it to the border camp 

of Ben Het to be extracted several days later . Others were able to move back 

to QL 14 and into }$:ontum. Many ARVN soldiers were lost, either cautured or 

simply not able t o make their way back to friendly locations . 

The 22nd Div units opera+. ing in Kontum were considered combat ineffective 

and withdrawn from the area to reorganize and refit at camp Enari , Pleiku . ~ost 

of the airborne uni ts were pulled back to t."1-ie Saigon area to assist in the 

defense of An Loe . The 23rd ARVN Inf Div from Bctn Mefhout was assigned the 



mission of de~enning Kontum . A gloom and pessimism bordering on panic infected 

U.S . and Vietnamese alike . The fate of Kontum ,.,ould be decided soon . 

On the 20th of April , Colonel John A. Todd , Deputy Commander of the 1st 

Avn Bde , arrived at Pleiku . His nresence Fas renuested by BG Jo:b..!1 G. Hill, 

Deputy SA for II CORPS . Colonel Todd wouJd be the third member of a nl arr.ing 

and control grom:> consisting of the S .A. , Mr John P. Vann; his deputy, BG Hill 

and Col. Todd . These men, along with the II CORPS Commander LTG Dzu, made the 

key decisions each day on the conduct of the defense . 

Arother very sigrificant event took nla,.e on 20 April. At about 16nn hours 

two UH-lB helico-1t ers, mounting the airborne TOW system arrived at Camp Hollouay, 

Pleilru . These aircraft would soon make Army Aviation history and proYe a cOR-

cent that pas still in the testin - stages . 

The neyt week was devoted to preparing for the defense of Kon tum . Ini tial'r 

t ·ere was confusion and attempts at establishing a perimeter were frustrated 

by coillT".and and control problems . The air cav conducted ~econ missions North 

and North west of Koritum city . Enemy movement was evident . Tank tracks 1.rere 

observed to the Northwest of tre city . There were indications of an enemy 

build up North and North east of the city. Large bunker comolexes and fighting 

positions were located and targeted for air strikes . The Gav was the primary 

source of information . They warned of enemy movements and acquired targets for.r­
) ."'......::...,....-

air strikes . The cost vas high in persorinel and equipment . 

Kontum received sporadic ABF ' s during the first ,,reek of May, however , the 

enemy turned his attention toward the border c~s of Po~ei , Kleng , and Ben Het 

PHASE II The Battle for the Border Camps 

On 5 May the Ranger Campi of Polei KJ eng came under intense enemy artil1ery 

and rocket fire . The rounds were impacting in a tight pattern within the per-

imeter . The rounds uere coming 3 to 5 seconds apart and anneared to come in 

t "1ree or four round volleys which would indicate at least three tubes firing . 

Enemy forces had moved in close aroun,9- the perimeter and were p] acing accurate 



smaJl arms and B-40 rocket fire on the defensive positions . The nefenders re-

ported tanks aP'lroaching from the North . A FAC working the area also observed 

the tanks but lost them when they moved into a wooded area . Elements from B/7/17 

Cav were cal led over forn Kontum to try and relocate the tanks . The Cav and the 

airborne TOH aircraft arrived about the same time . The airborne T011 aircraft 

used the cal ' sign 11 Ha:wk ''s Claw..: 11 Shortly thereafter, a ,steady stream s>f F-4 ' s 
her/+'" Jtf'.,ll;v:,.1 O.Jt,< 71.<- fAAf-ef ~lf_e,.i. 7.(e j_•'""1"""A ;·p,;r,,( T•<-'cc 1 r•, fA.,.,'1>, 

which appeared to be painted black . The ~Pner acquired one in his sight , but 

eJected not to fire when a helicopter from the Cav troop flew into his field 

of vision. Subsequently, the targets were spotted several. times, but the gunner 

was unable to acquire the tanks early enough in his approach to the t~:i.rget to 

engage due to the tmick jungle canopy in the area . TAC air , both U.S . and VNAF 

"as put in on the sUspected target 1 oca tions in an attempt to blow away the 

jungle cover so that Hawk 's Claw could get a clear shot . F- 4 ' s and ~HJAF Al-E ' s 

hit the area , however the tanks were not visible . Several sec-:ndary exulosions 

and what appeared to be ?01 fires indicated that the airstrikes may have destroyed 

at least some of t!le tanks • As cur aircraft orbited the camp they were sporad icaly 

engaged by a 23MM AA weapon as we11 as 51 Cal machjneguns and smaJl arms fire . 

A1 1 aircraft vere forced out of the area early in the evening due to t.reather. 

The ordeal by fire continued through the night . Intense artillery , rocket and 

mortar fire scored reneated direct hits on the command bunker and other bun¥ers 

in the compourrl . Many of these structures were damacred to the pnint that the 

defenders were forced out into individual +>oxholes . A 51 ca1 iber mach-il'!egun was 

located just SE of the runway and it continually fired on appraaching aircraft . 

The enemy had moved his troops to within 100 to 2 no meters fror' the camn . Late 

in the afterno n of 6 Yiay the decision was ma;i e by Er . Vann and Gen Hi 1 1 to 

pull out the two U.S . advisors . This was a difficult decision in light of the 
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fact that )olei Kleng was located on one of the main enemy avenues of anProach 

irto the city of Kontum . Many of the camp defenders had become casuaJties an~ 

there was a shnrtage of su'lplies especially water . It wag decided to extract 

the two US advisors in the evening when it was dark enough to afford some 

concealment for the LOH from BITrp that wouH make the nick uP. Just at dusk 

the I~OH flew into the camp through a hail of enemy fire and successfully ex-

tracted the U.S . advisors . It had also been planned to renlace the ~"R.VY camn 

commander , however, the VNAF sJ ick pilot of the aircraft carrJring the new 

commander refUsed to fly into the camp . Another dramatic event , took place on 

6 Hay. A FAC flying in sunPort of the r:iolei Kleng action received a radio 

call from 11 GLADIATOR 715 ." This aircraft had been shot down on 24 April South 

of Dak To and it had been assumed that there were no survivors as it was renorted 

that the aircraft exnlcxled on impact . The FAC established cont,,ct with a small 

group of survivors from the crash and elements from B/Trp were rlisnatched to 

try and Jocate them. At first a traD was suspected because no one belived 

there could still be survivors from that crash . After locating the small party 

on the ground and insuring they were in fact US perso,..,nel an LOH went in and 

'Jicked up the two survivors . They were accompanied by a groun of ARVJIT soldiers 

and Montar-nards who grabbed the aircraft 1.rhen it ") anderl a!1d alJl'ost nulled it 

out of the air . Some of the aircraft in the area started receiving fire so 

the US personne1 were t he onl y one 's recovered . These men told of three other, 

badly wounded survivors, located in the vic:Lnity of the crash site . A slick 

from B/Trp went into the reported location and recovered the three injured 

survivors. The men reported that t " ey had been helped b -· some ARVr troops 

who were in the area, it was also reportr:d that a 1arve numbPr of these troops 

' "" , 



i·ere 1-·and ering around in the bills south of Dak To , nrobably survivors from 
II--

Tan Canh , Dak To and the FSB 1 s on Rocket Ridge • A groUp of Montagnards had 

provided food and other assistance to include an old PRC-25 radio . It was with 

this radio that SP/4 lea finally made conaact with the FAC . He kept sweeping 

through the different frequencies in hopes of eventually making contact. 

This was indeed a bright point in an otherwise very dismal picture . PoJei 

KJ_eng took several ground probes during the night . The el!emy attacks by fire 

cnntinued on 7 May . Most of the camp was destroyed and a11 the '4efenders were 

J.i ving underground. 

It had been renorted that the camp commander and other key officers attempted 

to escape from the camp during the ni ght by vay of a tunnel however , it P...ad 

collapsed during the heavy shelling . The ARV1'! S- 3 organized the defenders and 

generaly took control of the situation. Mr Vann spent a great deal of time 

flying over the besieged camp trying to offer assistance and encouragement to 

the defenders . On several occasions he attempted to have l!Lis counterpart, Gen 

Dzu talk to the camp commander however, the camn commander was too shaken to 

tal k to anyone . 

Late in the a~ternoon of the 7th a very serious problem arose when one of 

the Montagnard Battalions, the ?1st, 1ocated at Ben Het ranger camn, anparent1y 

mut:U1ied , They shot nne of their cammanders and seized several Vietnamese 

oPficers as hostarres . They threatened to shoot t i. em a 11 unless aircraft vere 

made available the next day to transport them to Ple;ku so they could snend 

same time with t heir families . The dissident troops heJd a nortion of the Ben 

Het compound while the other battalion, still loyal , held the rest . Mr Vann 

immediately flew out to the camp and worked out an agreement with the Montagnards 
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and Vietnamese. A plan was drawn up to airlift the nru.tinous battaJ ion out of 

the camp the next day . This seemed to apnease ~~em and for the moment the sit­

uation stabilized . During the night Ben Het came under intense attacks by fire 

and large numbers of enemy troops were observed to the }J1.'T of the camp . 

On the 8th the enemy continued putting heavy fire into both Ben Het and Polei 

Kleng . The situation at Polei Kleng improved s ornewha t when an A 'tVF Captain, "'ho 

spoke fairly good English, virtually assumed c ornrnand of the s i tua ti on . He was 

promoted to the rank of Maj or by Gen Dzu and put in command . The most serious 

problem facing the defenders was their critical shortage of water . A nlan was 

devised to air drop 3000 pound loads of water into the camp at night from CH-47 1 s . 

It ·.ras decided to run the mission before sunrise in the early morning . Col 

Johri A. Todd , DBC , organized and led the mission, however it i .• :as aborted due 

to poor weather in the vicinity of the camp . Enemy uni ts moved in c 1 ose to the 

rierimeter at Ben Het , heavy machine guns were located within a few hundred 

meters of the cempound . A platoon from the 95th Rangers, on a mission to ~estroy 

a 75MM recoiless :eifle, engaged a reinforced :NVA platoon . B.esults of the con-

tact ''ere: Enemy 15 KIA. and loss of a flame thrower and 75 MM recoiless rif] es, 

Friendly; 2 KIA, 5 'JIA , one 105 MM ammo bunker and one small arms hunker destroyed . 

At about 14or hours two wire guided missles were fired at the camp but both 

impacted outside the perimeter . 

At Ben Het , the revolt of the previous day subsided and all personnel witl:in 

the camp turned their attentions to the defense of their uosition . One of the 

Vie tnamese held captive by the nru.tinous unit , was released so that he could 

coordinate the defense . 

The Cormnander at Polei Kleng estimated trat 1000 rounds of 130 l1M artillery 

Jo 



had hit the C8.mp during the night and early morning of 9 Yiay . Reports vary 

on the size of the attacking force, however , it is estimated that it was regi­

mental size and supnorted by an unknown number of tanks . The defenders fired 

a 106M1'~ recoiless rifle at the tanks , but missed . Allegedly, small arms fire 

became too intense to even use the Jv'72 LA1·l . Approxireately 350 defenders (:In­

cJudigg some dependents) moved cut of the camp to the south leaving an UI"'known 

number of wounded behind . At 1700 hours there were ul"confirmed renorts of 

tanks leaving the area to the west and that 180 of the defenders were 6 KV 

· '8st of Kontum City . As of 1800 hours 250 of the camus ·iefenders had joined 

with friend] y uni~s . In res pow e to the loss of Polei Klengo the A.rtvr airlifted 

a battalion from the L~5th Regt . (23rd Div) into a blocking position 12 JC ' west 

of Kontum City . The enemy 'lnti-aircraft fire was qitite heavy in the vicinity 

of ::iolei Kleng . A VNAF Al- E •.ras shot down N1-J of the camn . 

In response to the reunrted tank attack at Polei KJeng our Hawk 's Claw packar:te 

··hich consisted of one UH-llI C&C, one UH-lB TCNT equinped aircraft and two AfI_ 1 G 

gunshins for fire support was launched at about 0645 from Camo Holloway . After 

arriving on station and not able t o locate suitable tarrets the package was 

diverted to Ben Het . 

On the morning of 9 May Ben Het came under an intense combined arms assau]t . 

Prior to the attack the r;vA sent dogs through the wire from the llorth to detonate 

the mines with infantry followii:ng . The fighting continued at close quarters 

with the oosi tions on the east0rn perimeter trading hands several times . Late 

in the afternoon a smal l enemy element still occunied several bunkers . The 

defenders stonped one tank at the !"lain gate with an 1"72 . An estim'l t ed 100 

eneny ,,,ere killed in the immediate vicinity of the carrro. Due to J ow clouds TAC 

a ir ·-as not able to werk however , our T01 ship was able to e.,sily acquire and 
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destroy three tanks. 

During the early morning a decision was made to send in a slick from the 

57th AHC to resupnly the defenders with M72 ~W ' s . The aircraf't was es.corted 

by two AH- 1G 1s from the 36lst AWC . All the aircraft receivEii hits . The drcp 

vas successful, however , while escorting the slick out of the camp one of the 

gunships recieved multiple hits and crashed several hundred meters SE of the 

camp. The aircraft exuloded shortly after impact . The front seat oilot , was 

observed climbing out of the aircraft and fa]J ing down nearby. The aircraft 

Commander , CPT Reeder , was observed running to the S~~ into a wooded area . After 

ni.uneraus airs trikes, an LOH :fr om BITrp was able to locate and pick up the front 
(/ 1.'·J • 7,,, /?.;, .J) 

seat pilot , however CPT Reeder was never seen again .'' The other AH- lG also 

received several hits and the aircraft pilot , HO Allen , was shot thrcugh the 

chest. After the Co pilot/gunner , CPT Gamber , landed the aircraft on QL 14, 

East of Dak To , WO Allen was administered life saving first aid by CPT Roy 

Sudec who was flying the C&C aircraft for Hawk ' s Claw . After administering 

first aid CPT Sudec evacuated the wounded pilot to Pleiku . 

The attack on Ben Het was successfuJly beaten off with the enemy taking very 

heavy losses . The situation was relatively stable on 10 VJB.y and b" 0900 hours 

11 M~y the defenders had eliminated the enEmy inside the camp and secured the 

entire perimeter. During the fighting four bunkers and the frontal perimeter 

uire i.rere destroyed. At about 1 500 hours the defenders swept out from the camp 

and estab'ished OP 1s l2nO meters south of the airfield and 1000 meters in the 

other directions . 

Another encouraging development vas that VNAF slicks resupoleid the camp and 

extracted 14 WIA . The curnmulative results from 9 May to 1600 hriurs 11 Vay i.rere 



friend] y - 9 KLA. and 28 WIA : Enemy - 304 KIA and 1 PW, 29 "!1ew served weanons , 

65 smal l arms , one 75 MM recoiless rifle , 2Xt!J MJA mortars , 17 B- 40 rocket 

launchers , 2 B-41 RL, "51 Cal MG ' s, and a flame thrower and assorted amounts 

of amr.u.ni tion captured . Faur enemy tanks were destroyed . 

Thus en1ed the sec ond phase of the battle . 
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It can be assumed that the enemy considered these border camps important 

enough to expend so nru.ch of his strength on them . Al though Polei Kleng was 

lost , the cost to the enemy in his attempts to take Ben Het and the time he 

consumed must be considered a big plus for the allies . Preparations for the 

defense of Kontum were proceeding at a rapid pace but time was the critical 

factor . The question .was , would the defense be we11 enough organi~ed and 

prepared to take the attack everyone knew was soon to come . 

The battle for the border camps was significant to the defense of Kontum . 

First, it delayed the main attack on the city . Secondly, the resources expended 

on these well fortified cai;ips would not be available to the enemy in his main 

effort . Thirdly, and probably most important , was the fact that the successful 

defense of Ben Het was the first really positive action since the disaster at 

Tan Canh . The fact had been established that the enemy could be stopped . On 

the 11th of May the ViFtnamese II Corps corrmander was replaced . Gen Dzu was 

replaced by Gen Toan . General Dzu departed smiling and apparently quite hanpy 

remarking that he had been fired but at least he had not lost any province 

capitols . General Toan made a favorable imprec;sion . He is reputed totelh.oth 

a fighter and Jover . ~~Vann had remarked that if you didn ' t do one you wOuldn ' t 

do the other, and he had hopes that tr· ings would imprave . The staff had not 

changed and was still very wea1
( . Mr Vann recommended strongly that Gen Toan 

uae his personal influence tog:it some top notch people from Saigon . A matter 

of serious concern was that the briefings and other information presented to 

the Corps Commander daily, bore no discarnable resemblance to the actual facts . 

The dai 1 y staff update for the CG was known as the "fairy ta1e hour . 11 This 

lack of factual information created obviaus problems in determining what sh0uld 

be done . 

1 l/ 
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During the periaxl 1 Anril thru. 11 May 17th GAG had 136 aircraft hit by 

enemy fire . Sixteen of these v~re destroyed; Six OH-6A , six AH-lG, three 

UH-lH, and one GH-47 . 

Kontum airfield continued to take in-coming rocket and artillery fire . A 

special note of praise should go to the courageous t01.~r and GCA operators 

, ho continued to man their positions even when hardened veterans were ducking 

for caver. The defensive preparations were proceeding at a fever nitch and 

it was essential to this effort to have the airfield open and operating . 

On 12 May activity cent ered around anti-tank operations North of Kontum 

city . B/7/17th Air Gav had been conducting VR 1s NW of the city ~nd in the nast 

few days they had detected numerous fresh tank tracks . Judging from the amnunt 

of fire our LOH ' s were receiving t 11ey were getting close to the quarry. 

The decision had been made to laa.,,.er our Cav troop and the Hawk ' s claw 

package at Kontum airfield. This presented some nroblems in that the airfield 

received sporadic ABF 's throughout the day . It was believed however, that 

the high degree of risk was warranted . A great deal of wasted blade time was 

saved by having the aircraft on standby at the airfield . Several aircraft 

,,rere damaged but fortunately no one was killerl . 

One of the B troop LOH 1s piloted b v 1st LT Smith finally located a T54 tank . 

Unfortunate1 y the tank fired his main gun at the aircraft along with his machine­

gun . Althou gh the LOH was not hit by the 120mrn round the aircraf t was shot 

down by small arms fire . Both crewmembers were successfuJly extracted but 

the A/C was a total loss . 

In response to the tank sighting the TOW nackage was s er ambled . The Bnavo 

model had considerable difficulty acquiring the target because of the jungle 

canopy and camouflage . Several aircraf t from B Troop substantiated that three 
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T54 1s were in the area . After several unsuccessful passes two missiles were 

fired into cut bamboo camouflaged clumps in the ar ea where the tanks were hidden 

with unknown results . TAC air was called in to attempt to blow away the camou-

flage . Following t mi s attack the camouflage vras blown away from one tank and 

it received a direct hit by a TOW missile . The tank erupted into flames and 

was still burning as of 1900 hrs • }Tumerous at tempts were mdd e to hit the other 

tanks with TOW, but they could not be acquired by the gurner due to the dense 

jungle and camouflage employed . One tank was seen to move a short distance just 

at dusk and alt- cugh Hawk's claw a ould not get in a shot , the approximate position 

was marked for the FAC on station who was attempting to ~t T,\C Air to strike the 

area again . The area appeared to be a tank park or assembly position and was 

nominated for an ARC 1ight (B52 strike) t1tat night . 

TAC air was doing a job on the ener.i-.f a·Ywhere we found him . There vere over 

50 US TAC air sorties and 28 VNAF sorties in the Kontum area on the 12th of May . 

In addition there were 25 ARC light strikes . The approaches to Kontum city took 

on the appearance of the carnet bombing area for the breakout at St Lo . The 

resemblance sto'1'~ed there, however, for the ARVF were not interested in breaking 

out , especialJy to the North . 

The new Corps commander !,lG Toan spent the ni ght of 11-12 Hay in Kontu.m city. 

He visited several positions and then met with the 23rd Div and Kontum province 

Commanders and Staffs . He told them there would be no retreat from Kontlll'l city . 

Early on ~he morning of the 12th he conducted inspections of units and forward 

positions, being highly cri ticaJ of most prepared posi ti ors . It vras reported 

! 
that he gave '1is cammaniers up and down the line some goad chewings-out . 

The 44 th Re gt was scheduled to arrive in the city on ti-- e night of the 12th . 

The 44 th was reported to be one of the best A '1.Vr °ReF'ts in the 23rd Div and every-



one was anxious to get it into position before the main attack . Al tl10ugh 

everyone was voicing confidence that the city would be held, these were dark 

days and most harbored grave doubts as to the ARVP 's abDi ty to hold the city. 

Most of the GVN officials had evacuated the city and population control was 

becomming a serious problem . Our CH-47 1s from the 180th ASHC were doing a 

marveJ ous job of carrying in much needed supplies. Often times the AfC were 

forced to orbit until the shell ing slowed enough for them tocet into one of 

the pads . The chinooks were taking civilian refugees and wounded aut of the 

city. The civilian po~ulation was in a state of near panic and many of them 

wouJ.d rush our aircraft in a desperate attempt to get aut . This problem of 

refugee control plagued us thraughout the battJ.e . Often times it was necessary 

for armed police to fire their ~eapons into the air to control the mobs . 

On the 13th of l1a.y Kontum continued to receive what had become daily attacks 

by fire . Fortunately these attacks had not inflicted too much damage at this 

point in time . 

ARVF losses from 1 Apr to 5 May in Kontum provinr·e w~re reported as: 

42 Regt 

47 Regt 

6o 

HIA 

127 

335 

MIA 

1,304 

127 

These urits were fram the 22nd Div and had suffered their losses in the fighting 

at Tanh Canh and the FSB 1s. 

The city of Kontum vas beginning to fill up with several hundred A~F deserters . 

These men were probably from units of 22nd Div who had deserted in the confusion 

of battle . ARVN authorities were reluctant to r~1nd these men un and return 

them to their units . In order to force the ARVN authorities to take action an 



ingenious olan was devised at SRl:\.G HQ 1s and a false renort was released that 

NilA soldiers vrere in the city masauerading as ARVN soldiers in uniform . This 

had the desired effect . Durinr· the af'ternorm of the 13th the great tank hunt 

continued . The brave LOH drivers of B troop continued their perilous work 

of hoovering around suspected tank locations trying to get a visual fix on 

them . A special nlace should be reserved for the men of our Air Cav troops . 

The significance of the roll they played can not be over emnhasized . They 

were oU.r most important source of hard , timely inte1 1 i gnece and the methods 

they had to use to gather it were extremely hazardous to say the least . This 

fact is attested to by the heavy losses they suffered in men and material. 

An armored personnel carrier , which was uncovered by an ARC light strike , 

was located by the Cav and F...awk ' 's claw was scrambJed to engaf!e the target . 

The APC was successfully engaged and was set ablaze by the second hit . One 

of the scout aircraft spotted a tank , however , due to the camouflage and 

canapy, a steep ap.,,roach angle was necessary in order for the Hawk ' s claw to 

ac1:iuire the target . The angle was excessive and the pilot nearrly exceeded 

the safe flight enveJope of the aircraft . He had great difficulty in PUlling 

out of his dive. The missile overshot the target . Another shnt was attemnted 

by firing at a lJP grenade dronped by one of the scouts . This 1-ras also un­

successfUl . Subsequently TAC air was requested to attempt to uncover the 

target, but before this could be accomplished it got dark and the claw package 

oras forced to return to base . So it was , that we learned a few lessons abaut 

the new TOW system . One was that we could'nt hit what we cauldn ' t see . If 

tl e enemy successful1y camouflaged his vehicles we simply cou1dn 1 t engage 

t11em . This problem was aggravated by the dense jungle . The second lesson 



1.·as that t 10is iias a system stil1 in the experimental staP"e . ~ro one really knew 

-hat tre Jimi ta tions on the aircraft were . This whole system w~s sort of jury 

rigged to see if the concept was feasible . ThUS' we learned that the aircraft 

itself was a major limiting factor in the employment of an airborn TO~ system . 

It is haped that many of these problems will be eliminated when the system is 

mounted on a more suitable airframe such as the Cobra . 



DHASE III 

11 TIIE BATTIE FOR KON TUM C ITY11 

On the morning of 14 May the Battle of Kon tum city began . The enemy firErl 

122JJ.; rockets and artillery raunds into the city as orepara tory fires . At 

aporoxirnate1y 0530 hours five tanks and an estimated two battalions of infantry 

attacked from the North west . One of the tanks broke through the oerimeter and 

attempted to crush a bunker . This tank was put out of action by an Al{IJN soldier 

using an M72 LAl:J. Hawk ' s Claw had been scrambled from Holloway and was on 

station by 0650 . The s:ky was overcast at about 7000 feet.which prevented TAC 

air from working . As the Hawk ' s Claw aircraft arTived on station two tanks 

'·rere observed withdrawing to the North west . One of them had just entered a 

ford across a small stream and t'-e other one was immediately behind it . Tfawk ' s 

Clav engar;ed the tank in the stream first . The tA.nk was hit by the first l'lissile 

fired and the second tank was hit moments later by the second missile . Both 

tanks burst into flames and exoloded . The entire engarement took about five 

minutes . A VNAF FAG flying in an 0-1 directed accurate qrtillery fire on the 

attacking enemy troops . Enemy U!"i ts sta-rteri to withdraw under this intense 

arti]lery fire • The attack was over by 09Q0hours. The burning hulks of the 

tanks were a welcome sight for both the US advisors and A'?.V}T troops. FSB Nov­

ember, located about 7 JO.~ North west of Kontum on QL 14, received av ery heavy 

ABF in the early morning . 

The enemy continued his rocket and artillery attack on Kontun city and the 

airfield throughout the day . One of the POL b]i vets containing JP-4 at the 

airfield was set abla?.e , however it was extinguished before it completely de-

s troyed the POL facility . The grcund attack resumed at 1 '700 when friendly 

elements "ere renorted in heavy contact on the ~rorthern perimeter . This attack 
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'..ras beaten off before nightfal 1 . Thus,,. eri~ed the first day of attacks on the 

city itself . The defenses held and the outstanding performance of the Hawk ' s 

Claw had a very positive effect on everyone . Mr Vann was over the battle area 

most of the day in his OH-58 helicopter directing the nefensive effort . Due 

to the intensity and accuracy of enemy fire directed at the airfield the decision 

was made to have our aircraft standby at Camp Holloway instead of Kontum . 

On the 15th there were numerous reports of contacts with unknown size enemy 

forces North of the city but no major attack developed . Kon tum continued to 

receive enemy rocket and artillery fire . This was a daily occurence and the 

ueople of Kontum, to include our tower operators, were learning to adjust to 

it . The L.4th Regt , 23rd ARVN Div reuorted the fol 1 owing casualty figures for 

14 May . Fli'iendly - 18 KIA , 52 1.fIA , 9 MIA; Enemy - 173 KIA , 3 P' 1 • The :?/53rd Irif 

renorted : Enemy - 32 KIA, and 1 PQ. 

Hawk 1s Claw was laagered at the Kon tum airfield again on the 15th . They 

launched several times in response to reports from the Air Gav . One of the 

scouts reported sighting a tank, however , when the TOW aircra-"t got in the area 

the only thing observed was a vehicle variously reported as an Armored Personnel 

Carrier, half-track and 2t ton truck. At any rate, a missile was fired at it 

and scored a direct hit , total1y destroying the vehicle . 

At about 2000 hours six tanks were reported 2 KM North of Koritum city. Hawk ' s 

Claw , w}iich had returned to Holloway for the night was scrambled to Kontum . The 

enemy tarks moved into firing nositioris just beyond the Perimeter and began firing 

directly into friendly posit~hns. Specter , an armetl airforce C-130, was on 

station and engaged the tanks with 400 tf!vl cannon fire without success • Flares 

Fere dropped to urovide illumination for Hawk ' s Claw. Unfortunately the gunner 

had difficulty acquiring any of the tanks in his sighting system . One missile 
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vas fired at a suspected tank location , however , there was no indication that 

the tank had been hit . After unsuccessfully attempting to acquire a tar2et , 

the Hawk ' s Claw returned to Holloway . The airforce Spector remained on station 

providing ilJumination and fire support for most of the night . Although the 

enemy tanks were firing on friendly positions they never advanced any closer 

and after several hours they pulled back out of the area . 

Two VNAF C-123 ' s vere destroyed on 16 May b · enemy rocket and mortar fire on 

Kontum airfield . One of the aircraft had been damae;ed several 1.Jeeks earlier . 

One artillery round out a hole in the runwaY however, this was easily repaired . 

The Hawk ' s Claw destroyed numerous targe+s NW of Kontum city on the 16th . 

Most of them were abandoned ARVN trucks and APC 1s. AlJ the items of eq1iipment 

were considered usable . The targets were aut of the range of fiiendly artillery 

and not considered suitable for TAC Air . 

Kontum airfield received sporadic rocket and artillery fire on 17 May. One 

of the rockets impacted in close proximaty to two Cobra gunships waundinq one 

ceew member and dam.aging both aircraft . later in the day, an exploding rocket 

set off a stack of amr:unition just as an airforce C-130 was un1oading another 

ammunition pallet near by. The ni1ot of the C-130 immediately applied full 

po1.;er in '3.n attempt to make a take-off . Unfortunately, the ramu was still down 

Ol" the aircraft and 1.,rhen the pi1ot tried to rotate for take-off the ramo would 

rirag on the run1,:ay slowing down the aircraft . As the aircraft ran off the end 

of the runvay the right wing struck a brick building sheering the wing and 

ruptur,ng the fuel tank . The fuel immediately ignited ergulfing the aircraft 

in flames as it cartvheeled for several hundred yards . Only two survivors vere 

pulled from the 'rreckage . 

The ammunition continued to explode on the airfield for the rest of the day 

hurlina; 105MM artillery rounds all over the ar-ea . Eventually the entire ammunition 



dump "as destroyed . One of the shells landed near a PQL b1ivet and set the JP-4 

abla?e . The exuloding ammunition dump eventual1y cost the a1lies over 3,000 

1051-TM artillery rounds, 25 ,ooo gals o,.. POL, one C-130, and seven airforce per­

sonneJ. who were the crew for the C-130 . 

For the next several days defensive preparations continued qs the enemy 

continued firing artillery and rockets into the city. Tl-iere were numerous renorts 

of enemy contacts aJong the nerimeter . At night the flashes from enemy machine 

guns and recoiless fifles could be observed in close prrximity to the friendly 

positions . These enemy targets were ern2;a'l'ed b~· TAC air , gunships and Snectors 

(armed C-13() 1 s) • 

Efforts were mar1 e on the night of the J7th and early mornfoi:; of the lPth to 

cldan up the aj rfield . By 1030 hours the airfield W8.S open to rotary wing air­

cra +-t but not ready for fixed wing traffic . 

Hawk 1s Claw successfulJy engaP"ed and destroyed a tank and 23VM anti-aircraf't 

1.reapon Norti.. west of the city on the afternoon of the lPth . 

During the early Morning of the 19th the 4/+th li.egt came under 1Sround attqck 

along the Northern oerimeter . The attack was sunnorted by 105/1551'!~' A.rtilJ ery 

fire. The attack lasted urtil about 0330 hours when the enemy wit' drew . Gun­

s hips from Camp Holloway and Airf orce Speu-tor 1 s suonorted the 23rd Div . S omp 

of the eremy had mana~ed to infiltrate in behind elements of the 44th Regt, 

however, these pockets were eliminated bv 0730 hours . Results of the contact 

were reported by the 44 th as: 41 enemy KIA, and in the 53rd sector as 12 enemy 

sappers KIA . 

The 23rd Div launched a reconnaissance in force to the ~rorth of Konti.un city 

on the morning of the J9th . At. .JlOO hours the 23rd -qecon Company air assaulted 

using VNAF he1icopters into an LZ 8 KM Nort' of the city in the vicinity of a 

susnected artilJery position . 
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The assault went we11 as eJements of 1/45 moved into blocking positions 

South of the LZ . The plan was to have the 'tecon conmany move South fro"' the 

L'.' and catch a-p:y enemy troops between themselves and l/45th. Enemy forces caught 

between the 23rd Recon Company and l/45th , chose to attack l/45th in their 

blocking positions . The position held , however , reaction forces refused to 

leave their positions to conduct counter attacks . 

The 2Jrd Div reported the fol 1 owing results for the 19th of May: 44th Reg:t-

72 enemy killed by air; •E:'l'!:~ , 45th Regt - 29 KBA; and 5.3rd Regt - .35 enemy KIA . 

There was a cautious note of optimism beginn~ng to appear as it became evident 

that ARVN Forces would stand and fight under sustained enemy pressure . 

During the riight of 19- 20 lfi.ay enemy forces aoparently tunneled up to the per-

imeter in the 5.3rd Regt area on the Northeast side . The enemy drove elements 

of the 53rd cut of thm~r positions and occupied some of the friendly bunkers 

with about a com:pany sized force . The 5Jrd c onducted counter attacks suonortei 

by TAC Air , gunships , artilJ ery and 9 ARVF tfi- 41 tanks . A problem arose when the 

tank commanders refused to advance . Gen Toan and Col Ba , 23rd Div Commander , 

rushed to the s eene and through various means managed to convince the tank 

commanders that it would be lest for them if they advanced . By late afternoon 

the Dosi tions were recaptured . 

Kontum city and the airfield received the usual ABF ' s throughaut the day. 

A VLl\.F C- 12.3 was hit by an enemy rocket while it was parked on the ramn . The 

fuel cell was ignited and the aircra"'t burned to the ground . The <l:'ew was able 

to g3t out of the aircraft without injury. 

Reports from the Air Cav troops indicated the enemy was reinforcing by in-

filtrating troops into the area . The buildup was concentrated Jl'orth and JITorth 

east of the City. B-52 ARC Light strikes were scheduled into t· ese areas on a 

daily bases . Bomb dama!!e ass:essments (BDA 1 s) conducted b9 :air Cav uni ts indicated 

that the enemy bunkers and fighting positions '·'ere being rles troyed . There were 
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no significant indications that large numbers of enemy troons were being kilJ ed 

however , it .. as believed the ARC Light strikes were hurting the enemy . Later 

events proved tJ1is belief was correct. 

On 21 May the enemy launced a major attack against the Northern nerimeter . 

The friendly urii ts were deployed generally in an Arc to the Forth of the city 

running from west to Ell.st , they were: 3/44, 4/!J~, 4/45 , and 2/53rd . The ~BA 

Trace genera 1 ~ y followed the ARC , however , along QL 14 , the ~"SBA extended un the 

highway to the Northwest to form a finger . At 0500 hours friendly units re-

ceived a heavy ABF of mixed caliber rounds, followed b;r a two pronged ground 

attack . The enemy was successful initially in cutting QL 14 at the base of the 

finger and in driving a wedge between 4/45th and 2/5Jrd . Friendly elements 

conducted c ounterattacks thraughout t.-~e day sunDorted by artillery, TAC Air, 

and tanks . 3/44th was successful in driving the enemy out and restoring the 

FEBA trace at the base of the finger. Two battalions attacked up QL 14 to the 

North , one on either side of the road , to reduce the penetratfon between 4/45t..h. 

and 2/53rd . The counterattack W8s sunnorted b· eight tanks . One tank was hit 
i 

and sustained moderate damage . The counterattack was s uccessfuJ in ejecting 

the enemy and restoring the FEBA . During the action Mr Vann was overhead mon-

itoring the situation . He appeared to be pleased with the outcome and stated 

that Col Ba's presence in the battJe area had a very nos'tive effect on the 

troops and was res·,onsible for the successful outcome . It is be 1 ieved that 

the enemy attacked with a regimen+aJ size force . The 406th san'Jer battalion 

vas identified as the urit that cut 01 14 . 

There was evidence that the enemy was continuing his buildup ~rorth east of 

the city. It pas the Gav troap comnarders evaluation , that the mai!1 enemy 

attack would come in the next few days from that area . This proved to be a 

very accurate evaluation . 
. 
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Due to the heavy ABF 1s on Kontum airfield during the day airforce C-130 1's 

1 .. .rere operating in and out of the f:i,Jpi at night only . E".rly in the morning of 

22 Eay the airfield received apProximately five 122M~·~ rockets. A C-130 blew 

a tire while landing at ahaut 0115 hours . This c1osed the field due to the 

fqct tha t the Airforce would not a) low more than one aircraft on the field at 

one time . Throughout the early morning the airfield continued to take enemy 

rocket and artillery fire . The C-130 that had the blown time 1.ras hit by a 

piece of shrapnel causing a fuel leak . The spilled fuel was ignited by another 

round. The fire burned for sometime in close proximity to the C::l30, however , 

there were no attemnts to put it out . After awhile the flames SOl'ead under the 

wing of the aircraft and set the tip on fire . The Airforce crew had taken refuge 

in a nearby bunker . At abaut 1030 hours Col John A Todd 1anded near the burn­

ing aircraft and he and his crew nut the fire out wi t 1•• buckets of sand . The 

airf orce crew was extracted by Col Todd . The C-130 was declared a comb qt 1 ass 

by the airforce . 

There were indica tions th'l.t Arc Light strikes had a significant impqrt on 

the combat effecthenes s of the 320th INA Div . Evidence of this was the resuJ ts 

of several sweep operations . The 4/53rd Inf found 70 KB 1\ just 2KM North west 

of Kontum city. In a~dition, they recovered smaJl arms and crew served weapons 

to include an 8/M}1 mortar and a 12 .'7MM A '1. gun . later in the m0rriing the 2 /53rd 

faund 28 KBA 1-f,- KM North of the city. There were severaJ unconfirmed renorts of 

sighting 150-200 KBA in Arc Light strikes . Since 1 January there had been 820 

Arc Light strikes in the Kontum area alone . In the previaus week there had been 

84 such strikes . It "as becoming obvious that the heavy bombing was taking the 

toll of the enemy forces . 



The 23rd and 24th of May were relatively quiet. It appeared to be the "calm 

before the storm." There were the usual ABF's against the city and the airfield. 

Elements of the 53rd Regt made contact with an unknown size enemy force killing 

25 and capturing two mortars. The FOB pad, 'Which was an old special forces camp 

located abaut 3 KM Sauth of the city on QL 14, came under enemy artillery fire. 

This camp was being utilized as an alternate rearm and refuel point for our 

aircraft operating in Kontum. The l/44th and 2/44th conducted a Combat assault 

using seven VNAF slicks and two gunships abcut four KM North of their perimeter. 

They met light resistance as they moved back towards friendly positions . 

On 25 May enemy activity increased significantly in Kontum. Enemy ABF~s on 

the city continued throughout the day. The caliber of weapons Varied from 6oMM 

mortars to 155MM artillery. There was one report of a suspected 240MM mortar 

round impacting in the 44th Regt area which left a 4tx6t crater. There were also 

reports that two NVA Sapper Battalions had infiltrated the Southeast part of the 

city wearing ARVN uniforms. RF uni ts were in heavy contact within the southeas:t 

quadrant of the city. The 4/44 killed 16 enemy and captured one. The PW stated 

his battalion (6th Bn, 1st Regt, 2nd NVA Div) was in Kontum city. The 23rd Div 

artillery was neutralized by the intense enemy artillery and rocket fire. Most 

of the artillery pieces were operational but the crews :eefused to leave their 

bunkers fer fire missions. Mr Vann closed the airfield and di:rected that all of 

our air controllers be evacuated; this was done by 1730 hours. 

H/l 7th Air Gav conducted a VR of the large r:idge line 20KM Northwest of 

Kontum city. Numerous small arms artl supply cashes were found in the vicinity 

of the ridge and the adjacent valley. It appeared that the area North of the 

Polei Kleng was being used as a storqge and staging area. There were numercus 

sightings of small groups of people throughaut the area. The road that had 



stonned West of the ridge now extended over it to the Ea.st . There were indicat-

ions of heavy usage by wheeled and tracked vehicles • The Cav gunships exPended 

on the numerous sightings of ammunition caches resulting in small secondary ex­

plosions . About mid-morning the troop conducted a search for a suspected rocket 

position west of Kontwn city. Just as the scouts discovered the positions , whtch 

consisted of a large bunker complex and many rockets, a FAC advised him to exit 

the area immediately. The IDH had no sooner departed to the west when an ARC 

Light landed right on the rocket position totally destroying it . 

A 57th AHC UH-lH was shot down west of the MACV pad in Kon tum city . The -pilot 

mane a hard landing which collapsed the siids . Except for one back injury there 

were no other injuries . However, upon exiting the aircra-rt the pilot was decap-

itated by the main rotor as he moved away from the aircraft . 

H/lOth Air Cav lost an LOH 2 KM Southwest of Kontum city while conducting a 

visual reconnaissance. The aircraft was hit by a B-40 rocket and exploded killing 

the pilot and his observer . 

The long-awaited main attack hit the Northeast quadrant of the city early 

in the morning of 26 Hay. The enemy conducted an intense artillery preparation 

beginning at abaut 0230 hours and lasting until a.bout 0430 hours. The preP-

a.ration was followed bY a massive combined arms attack spearheaded by 10-12 

tanks . The enemy penetrated the perimeter and got in behind the l/53rd and 

3/53rd Infantry Battalions . The 44 th Regt was also heavily engaged . The enemies 

tanks and infantry penetrated t o within several hundred metera of the runway 

at the airfield . Enemy units that had occupied positions in the Southeast part 

of the city were reinforced during the n:ight . Efforts to conduct a counter 

attack to drive the enemy out were unsuccessful. 

In response t o the enemy attack Hawk ' s Claw was launched from Camp Holloway 

at about 0615. The Turkey shoot began at 0645 when the first tank of the day 
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1.ras destroyed by a TOW missile . This 1.ras the optimum situation for the Claw. 

The weather was fairly good and the tanks were exposed in the attack during 

daylight hours . Before the morning was over the Hawk ' s Claw aircraft had de­

stroyed: Five T-54 , Four PT-76 tanks , TWo MG ' s , one truck and one bunker . This 

effectively stopped the momentum of the enemy attack . During the remainder of 

the day the battle raged on with opposing forces locked in close combat within 

the city . By the end of the day the enemy controlled the Eastern part of the 

city. TAC Air , artill ery and gunships supported the ARVN effort to step the 

enemy. 

The 27th was the second day of major enemy attacks on Kontum city. The enemy 

continued his attacks by fire on the city and continued reinforcing the forces 

within the city. Pressure was applied by enemy uni ts to the Northern portion 

of the perimeter . Enemy artillery fire was impacting with great accuracy in 

the vicinity of the 44th Regt CP (estimated 300 rounds) . Early in the morning 

of the 27t~, the enemy made another major tank infantry attack from the Northeast . 

Once again Hawk ' 's Claw was scrambled from Camp Holloway to meet the threat . 

Two T-54 tanks were destroyed as soon as the Claw arrived il'l station . Dense 

smoke and dust clouds obscured the battle area which prevented Hawk ' s Claw 

from acquiring aJ'Y more targets . The Senior Advisor for the 44 th Regt confirmed 

the two tal'lkS killed by ghe TOW missiles plus two T- 54 t s knocked out by M... 72 

LAW ' s 400 meters north of his CP . Our resupnly effort continued throughout the 

battle . The main logistical burden at this point in time was carried by CH-47's 

belonging to the 180th Assault Supuort Helicopter Company. Even though there 

were enemy snipers in close proximity to the Landing ZoBB and enemy artillery 

rounds impacting nearby, the Chinooks continued their essential work of hauling 

ammu:ri tion and food to Kontum . The only area that was secure enough to use was 

the soccer field located in the Southwest part of the city. A serious problem 



that plagued ou.r logistical effort throughout the battle was the lack of control 

of fefugees in the LZ . Our CH- 47 ' s were taking as many of these civilians out 

of the city as possible however , often in thei r panic to escape , they would mob 

the aircraft . On several occasions controllers were threatened by unruly mobs . 

This problem continued off and on throughout the period of intense enemy action 

but it subsided as the situation later stabilized . During this evacuation effort 

our CH- 47 1s carried over 46 , 000 refugees out of Kontum . 

late in the afternoon of the 27th a VNAF Al-E was shot dawn 2KM Southwest of 

the city. The pilot parachuted safely and was oicked up by our command and con­

trol aircraft, the Air Boss . 

In late April the Air Boss concept was put into effect by-BG Hill . The 

purpose of the Air Boss was to serve as an airborne C & C to control all aviation 

assets within the battle area . It was necessary to have this aircraft airborne 

most of the time and it flew as much as 14-16 hours a day. 

There was considerable concern at the fact that ARVN units were not successful 

at launching a counter- attack. The biggest fear was that the longer the enemy 

stayed the more difficult it would be to dig him out . 

The evening of the 27th was relatively quiet . The lull was used by us to 

resupply the units in Konturn . Our CH- 47 1s flew resupnly missions most of the 

night . 

An interesting event took place in the Kontum Pass where ARVN forces had 

been trying, without success , to open QL 14 between Kontum and PlBiku . F.t'iendly 

forces were bogged down by strong enemy forces occupying we11 constructed 

bunkers and fighting positions . Col Tuong , II CORPS Deputy for Operations , 

offered one third of his months pay (he said l0 , 000 piastenr~ to anyone in 

that unit he was with who would knock out a 51 Cal AA weapon that had been firing 
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at any aircraft that came into the area . His offer was accf'pted by one soldier 

who got into position , covered by his comrades , and threw a grenade into the 

cave fram which the gun· was firing . The soldier observed a 57 recoiless rifle 

nearby and knocked this out with a grenade also . Both weapons were broUght 

back to Col Tuong but the gunner of the . 51 Cal MG had to be cut loose from 

the weapon since he was chained to it . The enemy soldier was identified as 

being from the 40th artillery Regt, normally part of the 304th Division , but 

now apparently supporting the 95th B Regt . 

The operation to open QL 14 through the Kontum Pass dragged on for weeks . 

The enemy offered stiff resistance and the ARVN Forces were unable to dislodge 

h:iJn until the first week of July. 

On the 28th of May the enemy continued his early morning attacks , however , 

they were not as strong as the previous ones and were easily beaten off . Enemy 

ABF 1s continued throughout the day with the majority of the rounds landing in 

the vicinity of the 44th Reg '· CP . The attacks were lighter than they had been 

for the previous three chys . Al though s ea ttered con&acts continued throughout 

the my, a major enemy assault never materialized . Hawk ' s Claw vas launchErl at 

0935 to engage on enemy 51 Cal machinegun position mounted on top of a water 

tower in the North central part of town . The position was attacked at 1010 hou:s . 

Fi-re missiles were fired in an attempt to knock out the gun and destroy the 

vater tower . The gun was destroyed and the water tower was damaged to the point 

where it was leaning badly to one side . Another 51 Cal machinegun posjtion 

located at the base of the tower was knockErl out by 105MM artillery fire . At 

1145 hours 100 enemy troops were located just west of the city . TAC Air and 

gunships engaged the troops . The attack laster abaut one hour:i. I.e.ter in the 

day friendly elements found 70 enemy KBA . They captured one PW, two AK47 ' s , 
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two radios and one B-40 rocket launcher . 

The situation within the city remained critical. The enemy still occupied 

the Eastern half of the city plus some small penetrations in the Northwest . 

During the night of 28-29 May friendly forces were pulled back closer to the 

city so that ARC Light strikes could be brought in closer . 

The situation in Kontum remained abaut the same on 29 May. Enemy attacks 

by fire tappered off' during the day. Although the ARVN were still not able 

to launch an effective coun~er attack there were indications that the enemy was 

no longer able to reinforce his elements . VNAF airs trikes in the Southeast 

quadrant of the city appeared to have a gocxi effect . The enemy had dug in and 

constructed fighting positions and bunkers thraughout the city which mane move­

ment and aircraft operations extremely hazardous . Two slicks received intensive 

small arms fire attempting to land at the 23rd Div GP . During the afternoon 

reinforcements were sent to Kontum by CH-47 . These troops , about 400 of them, 

vere from the 47t~, Re~t . 

Mr Vann and Gen Toan were becoming more optimistic at this point . There were 

indications that the enemy had been badly hurt . POW ' s stated that enemy command­

ers at all levels had been direqted to personally lead attacks to insure thatr 

success . Mr Vann and Gen Toan directed that an all out effort be macle by psyops 

personnel to try to gt enemy troops to surrender . This effort proved mostly 

unsuccessful . 

While H/17t Air Gav troop was conducting a VR Northwest of Kontum city one 

of their LOH's received intense small arms fire . The aircraft was hit , pitched 

to the lft and went into the ground nose first. Seconds after it hit the graund 

the aircraft burst into flames and esploded . The Gav G & C aircraft immediateJy 

attempted a rescue . 



On approaching the burning aircraft the C & C aircraft came under intense 

SA fire and received several hits , one of which wounded the gunner . Another 

I.DH attempting to get into the crash site wqs also hit . A platoon of ARV1TS 

with an American NCO was put in on QL 14 abcut 600 meters from the downed air­

craft . This unit came under heavy attack almost immediately. Airs trikes were 

broUght in and the unit was extracted before reaching the downed LOH . later 

on, the decision was mar' e to put in a B-52 Arc Light strike near the downed 

I.DH . The strikes went in on either side of the crashed aircraft . No further 

attempts were made to get into the crash site . 

The logistical problem was relieved somewhat as Air Force C-130 1s using 

radar vectors started dropoing bundles of supnlmes by parachute . This proved 

very effective and continued throughcut the remainder of the batt1e . 

Early in the mcrning of the 30th of May the 44th Regt CP and 23:rd Div CP 

received an intense ABF however , it was of short duration . Enemy elements 

within the city attacked units of the 44th Regt . The enemy was not able to 

make any significant gains . At about 0700 hours a large ammo dump located 

North of the airfield was set on fire and exploded . Two wounded NVA Troops 

were captured early in the mrurning near the 44 th Regt CP . There was an attempt 

to exploit these PW1s for psyops purposes , however , the operation was not 

successful. late in the day e1ements of the 44th Regt made some progress in 

clearing the Northeast section of the city . 

In the afternoon at about 1330 hours, President Theiu visited the 23rd Div 

CP. He promoted Col Ba to the rank of BG . 

The weather turned poor and started to adversly affect our aviation operations . 

However, there was a note of optimism as it apneared that MACV had taken away 

Kon tum ''s priority for Arc Light strikes . The entire picture was looking a little 



brighter . 

Some progress was made in the Battle for Kontum city on the 31st of May. 

There were no enemy ABF 1s during the night . Elements of the 44th Regt and 

RF/PF units continued attacks agamst enemy held positions within the city. The 

fighting in the Northeast was difficult and friendly forces suffered many cas-

ualties . The enemy, although not considered strong in numbers , occupied well 

constructed bunkers . The difficult business of rooting them out fell on the 

ARVN infantry troops . The task was very costly and it must be mentioned that 

the ARVN so1diers demonstrated a great deal od courage and persistence in this 

tedious work . The 44 th Regt reported the following results : Enemy- 88KIA , 2 B- 40 

RL, 2LT- MG 1's , 9 AK-47 11s , 10 Carbines and 1 PRL, 25 radio captured . fil'/PF units 

operat~n ihe Southeastern quadrant reported finding 56 enemy NBA . 

The situation in Kontum continued to improve on 1 June . There were indications 

the enemy was withdrawing to the Northeast . The enemy penetration in the Scuth~ 

east quadrant had virtually been eliminated . Only one lar~e concrete building 

was renihrted as still held by the enemy. The 23rd Div reported that they had 

seized control of the airfield . Hawk ' s Claw v.as used to hit several enemy 

bunkers in the NoI?thern part of the city. Several bunkers were hit by missile 

with anparent1y good results . The gunner had difficulty aca±ring the targets 

due to the debris in t he area . When the C8.C aircra+'t first arrived in the target 

area it was hit by sma1 1 arms fire which knocked cut the aircraft ' s hydraulic system. 

The aircraft was successfully returned to Pleiku b - the aircraft Commander LTC 

Jack Anderson the 17th GAG XO . LTC Anderson and his crew picked up another 

aircraft and completed the mission . 

For the n:ext several days the friendJy forces conducted clearing operations 

within t he city. The Southeast qUadrant was cleared first and then all forces 
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were directed to s~eep the Northeast qUadrant . Hard , bitter fighting ensued 

with heavy losses experienced by both sides . A..~VN M41 tanks often fired ooint 
t 

blank into buildings occupied by the enemy. Throughout the period the enemy 

conducted sporadic ABF ' s . Several minor attacks on the Northern perimeter were 

easily repulsed . It was believed that these attacks were to supuort enemy 

units attempting to withdraw from the city. 

CUr aircraft continued providing aviation support . Unfortunately the cost 

was sometimes very high . On 2 June a 57th UH-lH flying south through the Kontum 

Pass was hit by enemy fire and crashed near QL 14 . Most of the crew and pass-

engers were seriously in~ured when the aircraft burned on impact . The pilot 

was killed in the crash . A UH-lH from H/lOth Cav flying CfiC near the crash 

site attempted a resuce of the do~med crew members . The aircrapt received one 

hit from a 51 Cal machine gun. Unfortunately, the round hit the aircra~t 

Commander in t 1' e leg and lodged in his abdomen . He died several hours later 

in the hospital. 

On one occasion as the enemy was withdrawing from the dity he ran into one 

of his own units . A fire fight ensued and ARVN artillery sup~orted both sideso 

As ARVN uni ts continued clesring operations, large rn11!l"l)ers of enemy bdiies 

were found in bunkers and destroyed buildings . Also, a large number of enemy 

weapons were captured . Sti.Ir resistence was encountered in the Northeast 

qUadrant but it eventually was ihleared out. 

The business of cleaning up the battle field was made more difficult by the 

fact that the enemy had bboby trapped many of the dead AT{l[N soldiers . As time 

progressed this problem became more serious as the bodies , ranidly decomposed 

in the hot sun . 

By the 7th of June it began to appear that another enemy attack on the city was 



unlikely and optimism was felt b" everyone. On the 8th of June, Airforce C-130's 

began landing again at the airfield during the night. Our tower operators were 

set-up at the airfield and a GCA flown up from Long Binh was put into operat ion. 

The 9th of June was a most significant day. On that day the 23rd Div Commander 

declared the eity securoo. 

Another event took place on the 9th of June that was felt bv everyone. That 

was the death of the II CORPS Senior Advisor Mr John Paul Vann. After a farewell 

party held in honor of BG Hill, who was departing the next day, Mr Vann got in 

his OH-58 helicopter aJong with his pilot lLT Doughtie, and a passenger, CPT 

Robertson. They took off from II CORPS Headauarters at about 21no Ji.ours. Mr 

Vann had insisted on going to Kontum because he wanted to spend the night with 

the 23rd Div. For the previous t~ irty days he had been up to Kontum at least 

once a day and he didn't want to break his record. He took some fresh fruit 

and other treats that were left over from the farewell party. He had intended 

these for the men in Kontum ao that they could share in the festivities that 

had taken place earlier. 

Apparently Mr Vann elected to law level up QL l4 because the weather was 

poor. There were thunderstorms in the area and low scuddy clouds laying in and 

around the Kontum Pass. Mr Vann called the 23rd Div CP shortly after take off 

estimating 15 minutes cut of Konturn. That was the last anyone ever heard from 

him. An ARVN unit located in the Kontum Pass renorted observing a helicopter 

crash. A search effort was launchoo as aircra ~t from 17th CAG scrambloo from 

Camp Hol' away and an ARVN urii t was dispatched to the suspected crash site. Within 

an hour the wrechage was found down in some trees several hundred meters East 

of '.;IL J4. The three bOdies were found by the ARVN so'.l-diers on the ground and 

Mr Vann's body was carried out on LTC Anderson's helicopter. The other bodies 

were recovered later. 
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The Battle for Kohtum was a victory that resulted from an allied effort . 

Neither part of the alliErl team could haye won alone but their joint effort 

proved very successful . The ARVN prov:irled the ground element fighters, the 

troops who met the enemy hand to hand "n many occasions and held him . The US 

provided the fire power that did mast of the killing . This battle was primarily 

a defensive one for the allies and I believe there are lessons that earl be 

extracted that wil1 help in future actions against the l:VA and some lessons 

that could be applied to other battle.....field7 in other times . 

OBSERVATIONS 

Whether it was planned or not the defense was organized to Provide for a 

delaY back to final defensive positions . The FSB 's and the bOrder camps servErl 

as outer positions to dela "Y the enemy and allow for as much attr~tion as 

possible . This tactic proved very effective. By cr~ting these outer strong 

points the enemy was forced to eliminate them . This caused the enemy to mass 

his forces which provided lucrative targets for out massive fire power . This 

was also an economy of force tactic for the allies . Many such strong points 
·'feAARIVf +"""'""' ,J 6y A A"-lo'T1 >1'-t.l.7 $1V/4 u fi,t<e_ 

could be established on domind<t v alJ ies accrued an the advantages of the defense 
Sy 4ss.;1 .. 1:wr "'iftfo,r-'<-f>nr,..u ·rl.'- _.-3' 

in that they were ablP to prepare their positions and organize the terrain to 

their advantage . A significant point is the fact that our mob;litY, notably 

the helicopters, allowed the A~VN to utilize positions that provided for the 

best defense but would not have been usable if air resupDly was not available . 

These outlying positions served our purposes very well. Using Kontum as the 

base, for we know this was the enemy's objective , one can see how strategically 

located the FSB 1s on 11 Rocket Ridge" were . By control' ing this ridge the short-

est lines of communication for any advancing enemyforce from Cambodia were 



e:fi'fectively blocked . Also , these postions Provide outstanding ob servation of 

the surrour>ding low ground which mar'le ARVN artillery pieces located in the FSB's . 

particularly effective . Thus , it can b1stablished that by treir very existence 

they represented a significant threat to any enemy plans to attack Kontum . I 

believe this was a key to t he defense . If the FSB ' s were located so that they 

could have easily been by-passed by a large enemy force advancing on Kontum, 

- (. 1 - Ji T //, -t 
they would have served no purpose at all . I. 14 .~-r:;,,.,. i f b eo .... u e "" e .. . ~, "w e,;1 . 74 c. 

-< .. t,-/UM'N A;t.lo.l>"~.,~f/,l ... /'( ''i'l'lf ~1 .. h « r._, 11~ ..._ , '( 

By a quick examination of thevbest . Three main avenues of approach should 

be considered . One from the Northwest roughly parral1eling QL 14 on the west . 

One from the North on the East side of QL 14 and the t hird from the North east . 

The river nunning East and W~'t just south of the city consituted a significant 

obstacle to a massive advancing force although smaller enemy units did infiltrate 

across the river . 

From t h is evaluation it becomes obvious that the enemy would have to mass 

somewhere to the North of t he city prior to his main attack . The most direct 

route for him, from his base areas , was through the valley located North west 

of the city. This val 1 ey was bordered on the west by the river and rocket ridge 

and on the east by QL 14 and a ridge 1 ine that ran Nort..'1 and South and was 

located North of Kontum city . 

Any large enemy movements through this valley would have easily been observed 

from the bases on Rocket Ridge . 

Thus , it was recognized that these bases would have to be eliminated if a major 

enemy force was to attack Kontum . This , in fact, as describe in Phase I, is 

exactly what the enemy did . As pointed out earlier the FSB's did well and did 

in fact account for many of the enemy ' s losses . The weakness of the defense 

was the vulnerability of the Command Post at Tan Canh . If there had been well 
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situated FSB 1s North of Tan Canh , the situation may have been different . As it 

was , t~ e loss of the Command Post ended the resistance from the FSB 1s . It is in­

teresting to note that although the FSB ' s were abandoned there was no though(of 

abandoning the Ranger border camps . 

I think the lesson that can be learned here is that Command Posts must be 

well protecterl . The loss of one of the FSB ' s would not have had as critical 

an effect as the loss of Tan Canh did . The main reason being that the CP was 

located at Tan Canh . Actually the loss of Tan ~anh itself shriuld not have hurt 

the defensive DOsition as mij.ch as it did . I believe the loss was greater 

psychologically than tactically. 

This battle saw the introduction b ' the enemy of weapons not used in large 

numbers previously. For the first time, in tris area , the enemy used re1 atively 

large numbers of tanks and artillery pieces . The fact that the enemy had this 

equipment available was known . However, when the enemy actually emDloyed them, 

esryecial1 y the tanks , the ~RVN soldiers were terrified . This , I believe , was 

one of our great failures as advisors and may foretell future events if we do 

not take steps to correct the sitUation . It was not so much the fireDower of 

the tanks that defeated the ARVN's at Tan Canh , it was mostly their apnearance . 

We have learned from bitter experience in past wars that one of the greatest 

advantages to armor is the fear it puts in the infantry. 'lhe A~VN so~iders 

defending Tan Canh slinfly were not prepared for an enemy tank attack . 

Once again there is no substitute for gocJtraining and planning . If soldiers 

are prepared for what the enemy will use against h:im on the battle field the 

chances are good for survival . Once the inital shock op the presence of enemy 

armor on the battle field was overcome b/ the infantry soldiers and he gained 

confidence in his ability to stop the enemy tanks , defensive ~ositions held . 
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It appears that the enemYj~ends a great amount of time and effort preparing 

the battle_ field . This fact can be used to advantage when trying to determine 

from which direction the enemy will attack and at about what time . It seems 

that the threat and fighting positions to protect his troopS in stagning areas . 

lDften times t is construction work can be observed quite easily from the air . 

The presence of these bunkers and the fact that t~ey are ~eing co!lttructed 

or old ones being repaired is a gooa. indication of the enemies intention . The 

presence of large bunker complexes within 3-5 KM of firiendly locations should 

alert the defenders . Once the enemy had constructed these bunker complexes 

he begins to infiltrate his combqt troons into the area to mass for the attack . 

Often times the nresence of well used tra·ls in the area and sightings of small 

groups of enemy s0ldiers is an indication that the enemy has started to mass . 

Every effort should be made to destry these bu~kers with air or artillery strikes . 

In this way, not onlv will enemy soldiers occupying the bunkers become casualties 

but any attempts by the enemy to reuse the bunkers will become o'k7Vie6S as he 

repairs them. 

Aircraft misutiJization was a serious problem throughout the bq_ ttle . This is 

an area that will require extensive study to reduce these problems . In the 

future , aircraft will not he as readily available as they have b_een in Vietnam 

and the auestion of aircraft utili:>:ation will be even more cirtical. 

During the battle of Kontum enemy forces closed QL 14 in the area of the 

Kontum Pass . This prevented any surface resu~nly from reaching the besieged 

city. The ARVN forces deferding Kontum and what was left of the civilian pop-

ulq_rion ~ .rere totally dependent on aerial sesupply. The two primary aircraft 

used in the logistici:i.l effort were US Arm~r CH-4 7 Chinooks and US Airforce C*130 's. 

The problem vas that much of the cargo that was carried by the Chinooks could 

have been easiJy carried by the C-130's . As long as the airfield was open C-130's 
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were able to operate . By proper planning and staff work more effective use 

c01Jld have been mai!e of fixed wing assets . large ni1mbers of refugees could 

have been carried out of the city on C-130 ' s . This was not the case and the 

Chinooks were used almost exclusively for back-hauling refugees . 

Another problem area involving the Chinooks was that the PZ's were not well 

orga· ized and many of the sling loads were poorly rigg0d or improperly loaded. 

This resulted in a great deal of wasted blade time . 

In the future this problem sh0uld be anticipated and steps should be taken in 

advance to insure the proper preparations are made . All PZ ' s and LZ 1's used by 

US Chinooks should have US personnel ava.alible to advise the Chinook pilots 

and control the landing area . 

Another aircraft that was often times misutilized was the A!LlG Cobra gun­

ship. This aircraft was extrememly effective in providing very accurate fire 

sup•ort . However, it has limitations and there are other sources of fire supnort 

that can be utilized . GunshipS are particularly effective against troops in 

the open, however , they are not good aga~st bunkers or other hardened targets. 

Often supported units utilized gunships to engage bunker comolexes and 

large area targets. 

or TAC air targets . 

These targets would have been more appropriate artillery 

Many times artill ery and TAC air were available . The fact 

that gunships vere so responsive often 18d to a reliance on ti..em instead of 

organic weapons such as artil1 ery. 

As US units draw down , aviation as sets will be reduced . A greater emphasis 

must be placed on the proper utilization of all aircraft . This may requ:i.:ee an 

adjustment in tactical operations and a greater effort in planning but preparat­

ions must be made if we are to continue to effectively operate with reduced assets o 



The airborne TOW system proved to be extremely effecti Ve . It is my belief 

that the system had a Significant impa~t on the battle for Kontum . 

The aircraft was able to standoff from its target an average distance of 2500 

meters while flying at an altitude well out of small arms range and engage point 

tYPe targets with a very high first round hit nrobR.bility . I believe that if 

t his system was available in large numbers it would greatly reduce enemy armor 

capability and revolutionzie the battle field . It may be possible to conduct 

counter attacks against large enemy armor penetrations by employing TOW aircraft 

working closely with frien..dly armor units . 

An area that needs more attention is aircraft vulnerability . Many of our 

aircraft received hits in areas where other aircraft had previously been hit or 

shot at . I belive one of our great shortcortl.ngs was our lack of attention to 

enemy anti-aircraft locations . 

Surprisingly, the enemy anti-aircraft fire was not as intense in the a-ea of 

operation, during the / attle, as we had rxpei cted . However, we did suffer heavy 

losses . There was not enough emphai~s placed on keeping up with enemy AA positions 

as there should ha1re been. Consequently, our pi 1 ots went out on rnir; sions not 

really aware of enemy locations . This resulted in aricraft being hit while 

fluing over known enemy locations . 

This situation can be corrected by insuring that shot at and hit reports are 

submitted as soon as possible after the incident . Secondly~ that this information 

is disseminated to the units so that they can post their map boards and keep them 

current . Thirdly, and probably most important, thA.t the aviators receive a 

thorough briefing on enemy locations each daY before they go out on missions . 

Air Gav oper'1 tions were essentiaJ to the successful n efense of Kontum . The 

Cav troops were our primary seurce of reliable and timely intelligence information. 



It is because of the critical role they played that we should look at their 

onerations . Durina most of the battle there were two air cav troons emol<hyed 

in the Pleiku and Kontum area . The cav troops bmrever , were sometimes poor1 y 

utilized . 

Several Jessons can be extrarted from our experience . 

One of the problems which arose as enemy activity increased was over reaction . 

This was a problem th-.t contirmed in one form or another throughout the battle . 

Enemy activity was continually reported over a v a.st area of opera tinns . Often 

times the Gav was bounced from one area to another reacting to suspected enemy 

locations or unconfimmed enemy sightings . This greatly reduced the efficiency 

of the air ca v . 

It must be expected that as the enemydrwas near there wiill be an increase in 

activity in all sectors . Someone in the Chain of Command rust decide what area 

the Gav will operate in . This area :rr!1jst be realistic in size . Once the Gav 

is committed to conducting reconnaissane in an area a great deal of thought 

should be given to any decision to relocate them . 

Another problem that frequently arose when the friendly forces were in contact 

with the enemy was the use of the Gav gunships to fire in support of 1 ocal uni t . s 

By doing this the Gav team was broken up and no longer effective . 

The lessons we sh~uld have learned are: 

1 . Air Gav units Should be given an area to work in and be allowed to work 

the area thoroughJy before being plilled out to look in other areas . The areas 

desigm. ted for the Gav sh,-,uld be carefully selected to insure that the time spent 

in them wil1 be worth while , i . e ., auite likely to prcxluce meaningful information. 

Too often the Gav units were sent into "reas that were known to be void of enemy 
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{Jc ti vi ty or areas too far out from the battle area to b e of consequence . 

2 . Air Gav tro0ps work in teams consisting ofroout aircraft or IDH ' s , a 

C&C aircraft , and AH-lG gunships which provide cover for the scoun+s . It is 

essential that the team remain intact . Gunships working as part of a Gav 

team should not be used to Provide fire sup ,.., ort for local uni:l;s . This degrades 

the Gav potential for operating as it should in a reconnaissance role . 

This paper is intended as a summary of the events that took place during 

the battle of Kontum. The observations are not intended as criticism of any-

one . I believe that manY of the lessons learned can be translated to other 

battle fields at other times . I apologize for any errors of commission or 

omission in its cont ents as I am sure that there are more than a few . 
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