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KY THU~ T VlfQ'T SONG CUA THIET GIAP 

1. Tru:m1g hqp aien hi11J1 : 

Khi tuyen phong thu th! x~1 Q bj phll vO-, cite dcrn v! ta tri~t tho:t i ,.e hu·ang Nam 
d~ l;)p phong tuyen mlYi theu song M. 

Trong ngay !-5-1972. tren 10 trinh rut lui L1 chien xa M.48 A3 va 3 thiet vl)n xa 
M.113 dii b! sa lily a giua song N vi da vm;)'t song t{li cimg m¢t n<Yi khong dU"qc thiun 
silt trm'.Yc. 

2. B<1c diem : 

- Khong tham sill tru·O-c khi VU"qt song. 

- Cfl.c chi~n xa '.\f..18 ;\3 va thiet V~ll xa M.113 <15 noi ti~p nhau qua song ll,li 

cung m<)t ch<'"> va bj sa liiy. 

J. J>IHin (mg c1ia <fan ui b(lll : 

- Nhan vi~n xa <1(>i d:i bo 11;1i nhfrng xe bi sa !Uy, khOog c6 bi~n phap ciru Dl;lll. 

4. Nlu).n c!fnh : 

- Theo linh hinh trcn, tnrac khi qua song, cac cap chi buy dii khOog nghien ClrU, 

th/Un sat trl.J'UC dja the, dl? tlm nhfrng d!a diem thiet giflp c6 th~ qua dm!C• 

- Cite xe vtwl st)n;_; cirng mc)t hie t~i cimg m¢t n<Yi mOt each vOi vii. 

- Khong ilp d~mg d(>i hinh thich h9·p n\ nhfrng bi~n phap an ninh, y~m trq d\11 
lhi~t khi v1.rqt s6ng. 

- Kh<)ng dimg cilc xe cc)n chfilY tot ~11! lOi keo nhfrng xe b! sa lay. 



B~ vtrqt sOng dLr<!C nhanh ch6ng, an toan, dong th<Ji bao di\m dugc kha nang 

chi~n dau, nhirng c1iem sau dlty c~n dtr9•c hru y : 
- BCSi vlri chi~n xa, nhilt 1A 1o~i 1\1.48 A3 c6 trc;mg ltrqng llrn, khOng thich hQ"p a 

Vung sinh lay nhii!u song fl:lCh, din phai thiun sat <1~ bi~t ro ve tinh chat d!a th~, chi~u 
sau vA 2 b~o b<J sOng n<Yi chien xa se qua. 

- Tr~n virng ctilt 11,1, nhieu song r~ch, ngoai vi~c thilm sll.t tir trtrac, n~n cho 1 
x.e vtrqt thir ; cac xe c6n Jai bo tri v~m tr<Y cho d~n khi xe dliu da len dtrgc bl!n kia 
:.ong, roi mai tiep tuc va tuiiu ll! v~ql qua·. 

. --:: Nai de hi sa Jay, n~n chqn nhieu di~m vm:rt sOog khllc nhau ; trirnh cho xe 
d1 chuyen t~i cl.mg m(>t chO. 

- Khi co xe h! sa Jay, phai Um m9i cltch de cilp cl'.ro.. 

- -- -- ------ -------------------------------------- ---

". Tii : 11 •1 :1ay tlo liy-ban tu-chinh Cum-nang Hdnh-quan Lien-binh/B1i TTM 1oan thcfo. 

; ·:-l1H '"" sa:o.: Jon nlpj.ri myi y-kien xci_y· !:rnt houc b~ khuyc"t d: :ci1-lfru n<iy 1h,:m phong pr.:.'. 
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Armor River Crossinp, TechniouPA 

1. Typical CaRe nescription. 

Tl 11" rll"f('t'~" nf '1· •• r1ty WC1A renP.trated, nur forCE'A withc1rew to thP C'.out1· 
nncl P.Fitabl1Rhed a new defense ] foe alonp, the 'M,,. Ri"~r. nn l ~'ny 1°7~ 
r111r:fnr, the withdral-'Al four t-'48A3 tanJ.-r, and thr<>C' 'M113 A'PCA recamE' Rtur1 · 
il" th"' N,,. 'Piver. They hAd aJ 1 attC'rnptP.n to c-,.nsA tre r1ve-r At tl ;e ,::i,.,,... 
r1.nce without prior reronnaiAAAncc of the C'rnqAing Rjte. 

2. Tactic.al Character:fsticA, 

a. No reconnaisRance waR conducted prior to attemptinr the riv"r 
croFiAinp,. 

h. ThP }f48A3 tankR and }flJ.3 APCs attempted to crOAs i;;ucceAsiveJ y ~t 

the RAme plAce and hecarne stuck, 

3, reaction of ~r'f Pndly Unit. 

Crews nrandone<l the mired vehicles. No meaRureA were taken tn rPtrive them. 

,, Commanders did not study or reconno:f.ter the terrAin pr:lor tn 
a ttmpting the ~ros~!inp,. No reconnaiRi=:ance for adP.qm1 tP r.roAAinr, 
AiteR or fordR was made, 

h, All vehicles tried to crosR at the same time. and place. 

c. Prorer formation, required support and appropriate security 
measures for crosRinR the river were not applied. 

d. No a tternpt W&!I made to drag the mired veh:i.cles out of the river. 

e. To maintain com?lat potenti.al anrl conduct rapid and RafP rivr>r 
~osR1nge the following rotntA are emphasized: 



(1) For ~l armor, esrecially thP ~48A3 tank, rPconn~i~~ncE' prinr 
to cro!:'=s::fnr, must he conducted. This reconnf!i.!'!s~nc.e !'!hou1r1 
include hoth bank!'! as well as the depth of the river. 

(2) In an unfamiliar arPa, in addition to the rPc<'.'nnAi~R nnc-P, a 
triAl cros~ing should he made hy one veh:fde, 'T'hP remr-dninr 
vehicles are deployed 1n a support and sPcurity role until 
the first vehicle reAche~ the far hank. Then thPy PA~h 
cro!:'=~ in turn. 

(3) In ArP .. tts where vehic]es could hf.'come stuck vArious c.rn!:'=Rinp­
sites must be selected. All veh::f.cles shou1 d not crnRs at th<-' 
samp place. 

(11) A mfrE'd vehicle must he retrieved u!'!inr, all me@.ns rtvflilA1' 1e, 

_ , 
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o~c TiNH H6A U/C vA XUNCi KiCH CUA THIET CilAP 

I. 'J'nr&11g h('fp £lien Jiinil: 

Trong khi nH lui kht>i t'inh ly Q, m(Jl dO'n vj lhict giap da h! gi~c an nup trong cic _ 
<'t>11g si,r kil!n co l~i nH)l khn xc'i111 hen dLrang !Jan ra. 

X6m ni1y n!im ngang QL 1, phfa Tay co nhieu c()n cat, phfa BOng IA dong rU<)ng, 
t·hung quanh co hang rilo Ire <lily d~c liun clmang ng~i vi)t. 

!\.hi l>j tfin c6ng, f1crn vj thi~t giap <l:i <lirng Ji.ii, tim n<Yi !in nt'1p, xin phi phao y~m 
lr<.r. Sau khi nh:'n lhuy h(1a 11,rc phi phno khong lieu di¢t dtrq-c gi~c, chi buy tnrlrng dou 
\'j mai c1uyct djnh xtr d1.1ng <li'c Unh xung kich va h<)a lt,rc cua lhiet giilp <1~ lien dimh, Vil 
kct qut°1 <1ii tlrnnh lo[111 <1u·gc vi trf gi~c. 

·?. D<'ir cfi;'m rhic'.n th111,it: 

Bern vj thil-t gii1p da tli chuy~n m(lt hitug d9c tren tr1.1c l<) khi chi c<)n cilch khu xom 
khoan~ ilOO th1r6'c thl hj gi:}c tiin cOng, <1ii khong eilp thc'ri xi'r dung h<°>n h,rc m1;mh me ca 
ltiru d~ li11n ll\ li~·t, 11y hiep gi (ic, ciing nhu· c1ii kh6ng kjp thai lqi d~rng u(lc tinh xung kfch 
va hbn It.re ciin thicl giilp, <1icu d(rng dnnh \ ' RO vj trf giiJc . 

.'J. Pl1<i11 frny r1ia gi<lc : 

a. Gii:ic <lii tti clll'rc ei1c v! trf kien co de i~n m'1p, do ycu tO niim \' trng quy lu~t ph:in 
frng Ct1a la : khi uj tiln t•ong, tlmirng xin ngny phi philo yem lrc,J'. 

b. Dan v! ~!ii:lc c<> chien xa ti'ing cu·ang, vA d1r\'C trang h! cac lol,li st'mg d~i bile 
khOng gii)t, hon til~n B. IO, B..11. 

· ~. Xh~ln c!f11h : 

~gay khi lt'1c eh:)m <1ich, chi huy trmrng dan v) thi~t giap da kh6ng c6 nhfrng hilnh 
~(>ng Lich ct.re. 

n. Gin~ nhtr nhie11 clan vl thi~t gi!lp kh:lc, 1lan vj thiet giilp nay c6 thoi qucn la khi 
dung gi ;ie, tlmc'rng dlrn!..( l1_1i, lim nai tri·1 ~n. xin phi philo yem trr:r, r()i m6'i xii- d~mg d~n 
kha nling ca him ci1a 111i11h . Klti <lieu qu:"in, thm'rng hay <lnnh vAo chinh di~; n gi(lc. 

h. "(Ji khi µ~p gi;)l', ciin khai thac hi¢u niing ci1a khoi h<°>a h.rc va xung ldch, cap 
lhfri dieu 1lc)ng U~ 11{1111 vii·ng U'll thl.:. 

c. Khi da nMn cljnh ru tinh hinh vil din th~. cap chi lwy n~n ap dung th~ danh 
thJch hgp nhtr dnnh h<.>c, dilnh miii dui ho~c chlnh di~n. Th6ng thtrang !Oi danh b9c strcrn, 
b9c h:)u hay dm;rc <limg \'I thiet giap co d(lc tlnh ltru a(>ng cao. 
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KY LU~T TAC X-' CHl~N XA. 

I. Truuny Jwp thl!11 liil:/i : 

Trong lrl)n 01.111:; de) gifra chien xa la \'A gi~c vilo ngiy N tr~n qu6c le) X; chiEn xa 
ta di hi.i <tu-qc 4 PT 7{i ci·:a gi:)c. Troug su6t ngay d6, mc)l chi dc)i chi~n xa ta bCS tri treu 
m¢t din thC cao cir na d:,1i bite lien tuc vao xilc 4 chien xa do. Sv ki~n niy van lln.rOng 
:rnyen xiiy rn lrong uk l'i11)c <hmg d(> kluic. 

2. O(ic cti't?111 : \ 

- Hinh !>i thii!u tinh th(in k'\· luat tfl.c xn. . . . 
- Cap ch'i huy kh<'mg ki~m soil.t binh si d~ tile X\l birn biii lam ph.i plwm <lf,n da.rqc. 

- T;:io ticn ;s no khong dlmg hie git) hoang mang cho cac dan vi hnnh qut\n kE ctn. 

:i. Pluin z'rng din d11·11 11i b{m. 

Nhtrn vicn cite xa t1c)i phun Ian vi cam Uni gi:Jc va bi kich thich bai enc chien cOnt( 
khOng kim ham du·9·c s1.r hang say n~n dfi blln di;ii bt\c vAo xnc enc chi~n xa gil\c trong 
hie khOng can lhiet nh<lt. 

~. Nh"-11 af11h : 

MOt so Ian hinh chl'ing cua QLVNCH khong ri~ng gi thii!t giilp dt!n <tii gijp phai enc 
llinh si thll'cing c6 th6i quen t:ic x' birn biii, thi~u ky Jn:)t tac x' lam phi ph'm d(ln dll'c;rc 
dOi khi c6n g:\y hoang mang cho ci'(p chi buy va cAc <lan vj hirnh quun k~ c$o. B~ trnuh 
lrtrang hgp tm:rng h .r. ci.tc tlan vi tr1rang : 

- Phai kicm soitt vi~c tac X'.l vi bl\t bu(>c cAc binh si tutm theo ky lu6t tile x~. 

- Trll.nh lnrfrng ht:rp hAn birn biii d~ <1& pb1 p1u,tm dt>n <large. 

- Chi nen tile x~t nhi'rng hie c~n thict nh~t • 

• 
t> Tdi Ii/ti nay do <i,,..aa ~hlnA c&~nan1 Hdltlt-qa4n Llbt-blttla/~ 7TJI '°"' ..i... 

TCQH '811 HtJf 4611 ~ 8 HIJln ~Pl W. 63 Ua,tt 11 tM-lil• ncty tMm ,,_., .,,,._ 
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Bulletin f!l2 

Special Capahilitv cf Fi r e a"1d Ass;rnl t of 1'.rnor 

1. Typical Case Description : 

While withdrawing from City Q, or.e armor unit was f ir e<l on by t he en ernv 
h idden in strong f o rti fi ca tions l ocated on t he r oad sides of a hamlet. 

This hamlet stretc 11cs across ~a '.:iona:L Road ~ • wre;:-e there A. re many 
sand-hills in the v.·est, rice fields in the east. A dense hamhoo enclosure 
surrounds the hamlet and serves as an obstacle. 

Upon bein?, attacked, the armor unit stopped, sou p,h t for sl~elter, and 
reriuf:'sted artillerv and air-crAft suprort . After realizing that the 
artiller~· an<l air-craft could not anihilate the enemy, the unit commander 
decided tn utilize the special armor capability of shock action. The 
result was that the enemv position was destroyed. 

2. Tactic:a l Characteristics: 

The armor unit moved along the r oad in column formation and wac:; atta cked 
on]y when it was a.rout 500 meters awav from t he hamlet. Th e unit did not 
immediate1:: utilize i ts strong or~anic firepower t o para l yze ;rnd oppress 
the enemv, and also did not immedia t ely take advantage of jts special 
armor capability of shock action to maneuver against the enemy positions. 

3. Reaction of Enemy Unit: 

a. The enemy org C1 ized fo rt ified positions wi th overhead cover, 
tec a use they are wel l awi'lre of our t1nchanged reacUon: imm ed iatel? 
ask for artillery and air-craft s upport everv time upon hei'1p 
attacked. 

b . The enemy un.:.t was reinforcul wi th tanks and equipp ed with different 
k i nds of recoi ess rifles , anJ B40 and B4 1 rockets. 

4. Ol·servation: 

Fhen engaged, the armor unit conunander did not take positive actions . 



a. Like many other armor units, this arnor ur.it is in the habit of 
stopping, seeking for shelter, asking for artillery and air-craft 
support every time when beinp. attacked, and, only after all that, 
utilizing its own capability. When maneuvering, troops usu elly 
at tack the main front of the enemy position. 

h. At each en~agement, the efficiency and the capahili t y of fire 
and assault should be devel0ped, tr.e trool"S sbould be quickly 
maneuvered to get the advantage, 

c. When knowin~ the situation and the ground, coml"'anders should 
cpply appropriate tactics such as envelopment, s pearhead or 
principal front attack. Usually t:1e flank and rear attad-s are 
applied because tanks are of high rnovine capabiljty. 

2 
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TR I TP IFN BA TTL EF IF.LD 

Bulletin 1.113 

Firing Di~cjpline of Armor Unit 

1. Typical Case Descrintion. 

In the First engagement between our tanks and enemy tanks on National 
Road X, our tanks destroyed 4 enemy PT76 tanks. For the remainder of the 
day, one of our tank platoons, taking up position on hi~h ~rnund, 
continued to open fire on the carcasses of these 4 tanks with its guns. 
This fact has often happened in other engap,ements. 

2. Tactical Characteristics: 

- Our soldiers need firing discjpline. 

- Commanders did not control their soldiers who wasted ammunition by 
firing aimlessly. 

- The detonations caused confusion for nearhy operational units. 

3. Reaction of Friendly Unit: 

Most of tank crew members, hating enemy and excited by victories, could 
not help mastering their enthusiasm and opened fire on the carcasses of 
enemy tanks with their main guns when it was not really necessary. 

4. Observation: 

Not only the Armor , rut many branches of the RVNAF have soldiers who have 
the habit of firin~ aimlessly, lack fire discipline, waste ammunition, 
and sometimes cause confusion for the commanders and nearby operational 
units. To avoid similar cases, commanders: 

- Must control the firing and force their troops to obey fire 
discipline. 

- Prevent all cases of aimless firing thereby saving ammunition. 

- Instruct their troops to fire only when it is really necessary. 
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AN NINH TRl;C LC) 

r. Trirlrng hcrp di~n hlnh. 

Vlo h~ tuln thing 4-7a, mOt cfon vi Thih ky c6 nhtem V\1 an ninh qu6c 1¢ 1 tir khoang A 
dEn B. Trong khoang dt.rO-ng n6t tren c6 m~t dan vi E>Ja pht.rO'ng quln trach nhtem bao ve cly 
clu T tir nhllu thing qua. 

E>l th! hlnh nhlem V\l, ThtEt ky da ho~t d¢ng nhtt sau : 

a. Bao ngly, tuln titu tren khoang dttO-ng trach nhlem, d~t de nut ch~n t~l cac dJa di!m 
trQDI yfu. 

b. Ban dem, d~t a nut dch a dau cau khoang 2.000 thtr&c. 

•· D~c 4ifm chitn thu4t. 

MQI ho~t d¢ng hlng ngly vl each b6 td cua dO'n vi Thth ky khOng c6 mQt chut nao thay 

d&t 1u6t trong thM glan tdch nhlem. 

J. Phdn 1!-ng cua gi~c • 

•• G!Jc di nh;n thl'.rc dtrQ'C tlm quan trQni cua dy cau T tren tr\IC 1¢ glao thOng ch(nh cua ta. 

b. E>a dl!u nghlen kr hr&ng 161 b6 td cua Thl~t ky nfn IQ'l d\lng dem t61 trM, gl~c di len 
lol t6'l aln vl b(t thln tfo cOng dO'n vi E>Ja phtrO'ng quln dl chifm clu. 

4. Nh4n 4jnh. 

a. Thlfu th6ng nhh chi huy gHh dan vi Thlft ky c6 nhlem V\l an nlnh dttO-ng v6't Ela 
ph"O'ng quln c6 nhtem V\l blo vt clu nen dJch da len lol vlo gUh a thlnh phln ml khOng bl 
ph6t 1t4c. 

b. Thth kY. di khOna thay d~t dch b6 tri nen dJch da lQ'l d\lDI cbO SO' hO- d6 vl dm nhtp 

di dlna. 
Qua c4c 111 kltn ta th5y i 

- VI trf de nut chtn tren tr\IC 10 cln dl.IQ'C tbay da1 tu&n d~ 1tJc khOng th! khai thic th61 
quen cua ta ml tSn c&na. 

- Vln di tb6n1 nb!t chi huy pbal tuOn lu&n d1.1Q'C tOn tr9ng vl nUt 11 trori1 turb-ng hQ'p 
uy pb11 d&r9c trltt dl 4p d\IDI• 
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THONG NHAT CHi HUY 

r. Trrrunf hrrp di~n hlnh. 

MOt chi doan chien xa phoi hqp v6'1 mOt tieu doan Bi~t dOng qdn d! phbng thu khu v11c X, 

Tly qu6c 10 I. 

L11, hrc;rng Bi?t '1,bg qufo da bi khoang I trung doln gl~c tan cOng llfo tiEp trong 2 ngay, 

vl di chiu nhleu ton that. 

Chi doan chlfo xa di kbOng c6 ph;m t'.rng nao trong cu¢c dt,1ng dO nly. 

11, Dij.c di'm neu ra. 

Khong c6 th6ng nhat chl buy nen trong khi Bi~t dOng qufo bi danh Thi~t glap vfln khOng c6 

pban irna. 

3. Phan zrng. 

- f>O'o vi Bl~t dc)ng qufo da khOng ycu cau chlfo xa y~m trQ' khi chong gl~c, dO'n vt chlfo 
za cilng kh6ng d~ nghi m¢t kf ho~ch ylm trq nao vi c6 1~ da quan nl~m cuOc glao tranh ntu trlo 

chi lien quan ri!ng t&I BDQ. 

- BO chi huy cao hO'n ding khOng c6 hanh d¢ng Cl,1 the de giai quy~t van de to chirc chi 

buy vl ph6i hQ'p chlfo trl.l'O-ng. 

4. Nh4n 4jnh. 

Trong b~t ell- hlnh thal chifo tranh nao, du chlen tranh chfnh qui hay chlfo tranh du kfch, 
nsuytn t1c tb6ng nhat chi huy vin phai dllqc ton tr9ng. BO chi buy hlnh quln phal minh dinh ro 
rlng he th6ng chi buy cho de dO'n vi thuOc }\re 11.l'qn& d~c nhi~m. Theo '1guyln de, dan vJ biet 
pbai phal thuOc quyen chi huy tr11c tlEp cua dO'n vi xii- dt.tn&. Quyen chi buy nly bao g~m cac lJnh 
Yl,J'C nhll tic cbifo, tiEp vtn vl van d~ ky lutt· 

Nfo c6 th6ng nh1t chi buy glfra 2 l11c ltrQ'ng Bl~t dOng quln vl Thltt gUp thi da c6 the dbh 
bii dllQ'C trung doln gl~c khOng kh6 kh~n, vl dia thf nal dly ll khu v1,J'c gam toln trifo dM tbfp, 

rSt ly tU'erng cho vi~c dlfo dOng chiln xa. 

6. Tai li¢u nay do Uy-ban tu-chinh Cam-nang Hdnh-quan Lien-binh/B9 TTM IO(Zn thao. 

TCQH 1ein sang don nhg1' T{l9i y-kien xay-d1rng hoif.c bo khuyet de tai-li~u ndy them phong ph1i. 

" 
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Bulletin f114 

Axis Security 

l, Typical Case Description: 

During the last ten days of April 1972, an armored cavalry unit was 
responsible for the security of a section of Highway 1. Within the ahove 
section of road, one Regional Force unit was assigned to protect hridge T. 

To carry out its mission, the armored cavalry unit had been operating 
as follows: 

a, By day, conducting patrols along the assigned section of road 
and placing blocking positions at key points. 

b. By night, placing two blocking positions about 200m away from each 
end of the bridge on the highway, 

2. Tactical Characteristics: 

All daily activities and night dispositions of the armored cavalry unit 
were never changed. 

3. Reaction of Enemy Unit: 

a, The enemy re aized the importance of the T bridge on our main 
axis. 

b. After carefully studying the disposition of our armored cavalry, 
the enemy took advantage of darkness, and secretly approached and 
suddently attacked our Regional Forces unit occupying the bridge, 

4, Observation: 

a, Due to the lack of uniform command between the armored cavalry unit 
responsible for the road security and the Regional Force responsible 
for the defense of the bridge, the enemy secretly reached the space 
stretching hetween both elements without being revealed, 



h. The armored cavalry unit did not chanp.e its disposition, 
Therefore tl1e enemy took advantage of that weak point and penetrated 
easily. 

Through these facts we notice the following: 

The blocking positions on the axis should be always chanred so that the 
enemy may not exploit our habit for attack. 

Uniform cotnt!land should be always observed, expecially cases like this, 
the application should be strictly made. 

2 
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Bullet in /115 

Unity of Command 

1. Typical Case Description: 

One tank company was assigned with one Ranger Battalion to defend X arPa, 
West of Highway 1. 

The Ranger Force was being continually attacYed for two days by one 
enemy regiment and suffered heavy loi:;ses. 

In this engagement no reaction from the tank company was made. 

2. Tactical Characteristics: 

Since there was no unity of command, the tank company made no reaction 
when the Rmger Force was attacked. 

3. Reaction of Friendly Unit: 

The Ranger unit did not reciuest tank support when resisting the enemy 
attack nor did the tank unit propose a support plan, for the latter 
thought that the above mentioned enga~ement was only relative to the 
Ranger unit. 

The higher command had no concrete action to settle the problem of 
organizing the command and the coordination on battlefield. The higher 
command had told the two units to "cooperate" in the defense of X area. 

4, Observation: 

In any form of warfare, either conventional warfare or guerilla warfare, 
the principle of unity of command should be still observed. The CP 
should clearly determine the command channel for units of the task 
force. In principle, attached units must be placed under the direct 
command of the using unit. This authority of command covers the 
combat, logistical and disciplinary areas. 

If a uniform command has been organized between the I.anger and Armor 
unit, we might have defeated the enemy regiment easily, for the terrain 
in this area was ideal for tank maneuver. 



"'l!!P-. , --.... I __J --

THONG-TIN CHIEN-TIIU~T 

>e a6 TONG THAM - Muu • To.VG - cue QUAN - HUAN -· PHO-BIEN ~ 

CHIEN ~ TRUONG TRI - rHIEN 
• 

Bai s6 16 

LfJI BINH vA PHA cAu. 

1. Frm'rng h<Jp t1i~n hl11Ji . 

.. Ngay 30-4-72, h.rc hrf!ng ta tren tuylin phong thl'1 Bae thj xii X <lii bu(>c phtu n 'll 
Jui \'t! Jnrt'Jng Nam theo QL.1 vi ap h.tc Clla gii.ic qua m1,rnh. 

" . Trong Ilic cil.c <lan vj dang nH Jui, B(> chi huy hanh quAn da cho phit huy c~iy 
cat~\ tr~n Quoc LO, n~n m¢t so dan vj chtra qua s<'.>ng kjp. b~t bu¢c phai pha huy 1.) 
kliau d~1 bac 105 Jy vi khoog c6 phtrcrng ti~n mang qu:1 song. 

2. /J(ir ctiem. 

n. Cau bj pha qua sam n~n c6 dan vj con k~t l~i. phai ph:i huy m¢t s6 d;;ii hi1c 
v:'1 c111fln d~mg n:}ng. 

b. Binh si h! dc)n ti' a dau cau rat nguy hi~m khi bj djch phito kich, vi SC gAy 
nhieu tllll lhi'tt VC nhdn Im,mg. 

c. 1\li ho~ch Jui hinh dii kh6ng dtrqc B(> chi huy hAnh qultn ho~ch djnh chi til-t 
\'ii thi hilnh nghi~m chinh, n~n c6 thilnh phlin ni.\ng le ra phii.i dtrqe rut trtr6'c, 1<.li rill 
sau; lrong khi m(>l Yili 11crn vj c6 khii nang !tru d¢ng l~1i nH trtr6'c. 

d. Cau nhm trcn 1¢ trinh di ehuy~n trong khu v1.re phimg thu la huyet m~ch el1n 
clan vi trong tan cong ding nhtr Jui hinh. l'hll ciiu kh6ng t1ung luc thay vi lqi eho ta, dii 
lam 11,ri cho gi:)c. KhCJng n:im vfrng tinh hinh \'A thieu ki ~m soAt nen khi pha cau qui\n 
rt'1t clrnn xong, c6 dan vj phtli pha hl'1y ti:it ca d~i bite 10;) ly. 

:J. Sh~in lfjnh. 

De e6 th~ chan chinh phan nilo nhl'rng khuyct t1i0m gi;ir phai moi khi dieu hhii~11 
cll.e cuOc hilnh qu:in lui Linh dtrlri 3.p h.rc djch, m<)t so bi¢n p . . lip sau dlly nen Ap di.mg : 



a. Kc ho~cl1 lui binh ph<ii llm.n; ki~m soal chi,lt che ; It.re hrc,rng bao v~ (Covering 
f01Tel') nt'·n gino cho Thi~t giilp <tam lri1ch vi d~c tinh hru d<)ng \'S hc>a ll!C rut lhkh hc;rp 
vai nhi~lll \'I.I Cllll binh chi°tng nay. 

b. Khi ph<'ing 1hl'1 khu v1,rc nen co nhl'rng ,.! tri phbng h<1 snn cho Philo binh a s(lu 
trong khu ph<"mg thl'1 di~ xtr d1.1ng khi nH Jui vii phoi trl sao Phao binh c6 th~ li~n t~1c 
y~m trq quno h:.111. 

c .. \n djnh cite dm:rng r1'il Jui cho timg d<rn v!, thiH l(lp die tuyen an ngfr ke ti~p 
cho cite dan ,.l bu tri theo tirng ctqt. Co th~ mai trilnh dtrgc Unh tr1;1ng thao ch1;1y ve hl)u 
tuyen cAng ~w cang Hit. 

d. Neu l'O <lieu ki~n. nen tham sat tnrac dtc kht1c song (chieu sflu, b<'Y s6ng, ltru 
}lJ'(:rng ntrac, tinh chKt l<)ng song ... ) trong khu V\fC ph<)ng thu, d~ khi din enc dcrn vj ca 
lli6'i bi~t mil xii di.mg. 

e. B<) 1.:i1: lrny hilnh qunn phai quitn tri~t Unh hlnh, phai phoi ki~m ky ltrfrng de 
cltr<;rc <loan chiic vi¢c phn r~u tr~n tn1c giao thlmg chinh lit toi din thiet khi khOng con 
l\fC ILrc:r.11g lw(tc quirn dung n~ng nao s6t l~i moi khi c6 quyet d!nh. 

g. Clti huy tru-iYng UlYn '"~ C6ng binh ph1,1 trt'lcl~ phil c~u phai dich than phat hoa 
ngoi n~. kl1ong l1lr9·c iiy quycn cho ni, sau khi da thi hanh dimg cac lieu l~nh v~ 
phit diu . 

• 

t> Tcli lila nay do Uy-IHln t•-<hlnA C8m-nan1 Hdnlt-qudn Uht-binh/B9 1'TM IO(lll thdo. 
TCQH ,s,. 1U1 46" nb4• 1J19i j.ldln xdy-drrn1 ltof.& ~ lchayet 4i tcli-liia ndy thEm phonf phU. 
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Withdrawal and Bridge Destruction 

l, Typical Case Description: 

On 30 April 1972, our force, ~ong the defense line, North of X City 
had to withdraw to the South on Highway 1 due to violent enemy pressure • 

• Whi.le our uni.ts withdrew, the CP ordered the destruction of the Y l'>ridge 
on Highway 1. A number of units which did not cross the river in time, 
had to destroy 15 105mm guns because no facilities were available to 
carr~· thel'I over. 

2. TRctical Characteristics. 

a. The hridge was destroyed too early; this was the cause for the 
destruction of a large number of vehicles and guns of the units 
which had not yet crossed. 

b. Troops, bunched at the bridgehead, and were thus very vulnerrole 
to enemy shelling. 

c. The withdrawal plan was not studied carefully and carried out 
properly by the CP. In principle, heavy weapons elements should 
w:f thdraw first instead of after, followed by mobile units such 
as light infantry. 

d. The bridge located on the axis of advance within the defense 
area was a vital point for units in an attack as well as in the 
withdrawal. The untimely destruction of a bridge did offer 
advantap,es to the enemy instead of to us. Due to lack of 
control of the situation, the bridge was destroyed while the 
rear elements had not crossed the bridge completely. Thus, some 
units were forced to destroy their 105mm guns. 

3. Ohservation. 

To improve part of the weaknesses encountered, whenever conducting withdrawal 
under the enemy's pressure, the following measures should be applied: 

a. The withdrawal plan must be controlled closely, covering forces 
should be entrusted to Armor because of its mobility and firepower 
ilpprnpriRte to the mission of this hranch. 



h. When defending an area, reserve positions should be available 
for Arty units located deep in the defense area to use during 
the withdrawal and assignments should he given in such a manller 
that Arty units can provide continuous support to friendly forces. 

c. Routes of withdrawal should he assigned to each unit, and subse­
quent blocking lines should be established for units to take up 
positions according to each phase. If this is done, we can 
prevent the case o·f rushing towards the rear line and causing 
panic or disruption of traffic control. 

d. If favorable conditions permit, reconnaissance of river passages 
should be conducted in advance (depth, river banks, water flow, 
nature of river bed ••• ) within the defense area, so that informa­
tion can be given to mechanized units when needed. 

e. The CP must thoroughly understand the situation, carefully check 
on the information obtained to insure that the destruction of 
bridges on the main axis is accomplished when no elements or heavy 
equipment are left behind upon execution of a decision. 

f. The Engineer unit commander in charge of destroying the bridge, 
must personally fire fuzes. He is not authorized to entrust 
somebody with this task when properly carrying out the bridge 
destruction orders. 

2 
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TOAN SAN Dl~T CHl~N XA Gl~C 

1. T nrO-ng hcrp di en hjnh. 
M¢t chi do1n ch!fo xa d6ng dch thi d y 6 c1y 16 ve hll'ang Nam. Dia thE V~DI nly thoal 

tho.;! cao ciln lfo ve phia TSy, m~t dat c6 co tranh cao ng~p dau ngl.l'b-1. 

Khoang 10 g!.Y ngay N, 5 chien xa T.54 tll' phb TSy tlfo t&I gln dO'n vl phong thu; :a 
chi~c bi h;i, 3 ri:i~c con l:,li bo ch~y. 

'Nlll.l'ng dfo 12 g!C. tw<t, gl~c l\ll tung nhi:rng toin sfo di~t chlfo xa !en lol tM ian •l Uf 
p'n:111i thu, ph.l hi'.1 y 3 chlfo xa M.48 b~ng B.40 val dm xa dl.l'6'l 100 thU'6'c. 

2 . O.)c di~m chicn thu~t. 

a. fJ!b nghl~n dia thE chlnh de va nhanh ch6ng, sau khl phat gUc dU'Q'C vi tri ta. 

b. L ·,d d1,1ng dja thE d~ dU'a toan san dl~t chiln xa vao gan vi trf phong thu. 

c. DL'lni to.in dn dl~t chlEn xa hfru hleu, lieu linh. 

J. E)jnh vlo hOl 1:a glb- tnra, 1uc blnh si ta mo! m~t, canh gic 10' ll. 

3. Ph:111 £rn11 tfO"n vj b~n. 

;\, L<,Yi d\mg khu V\l'C d6n1 quln rat thich hQ'p cho viec ng\IY tran1 che dau, c6 z~ turb-ns 
t6t, quSn b:in d3 phit giac dm;rc chlln xa dich tll' xa va huy dl~t chung trong tam sung. 

b. K] thu~t tac x~ nhanh ch6ng, hi~u qu~. 

(". N!nr.,g SlU khi h? cjl.l'Q'C 3 chlfo xa cua gl~c. vi tri b6 phong da bi 1¢ m1 khOng thay dol 
kc ho:,ch phong tht'1. 

4. Nh~ri d!nh. 

K:11 d(rng qu~n, du ngJn h~n ho~c l~u ~ai, ta <1fo phii ap d1,1n2 de blen ph:ip an ninh u, 
g::n, de ~hr dl.l'qc yfo to bi m~t pMn;; thu, tdnh d'..l'qc nb-:fng cu¢c phao kich va tan cong b!t 
ngtr cua ~l~c. 

Ni1frng diem s :i u day dn dU'Q'C lll'u y : 
.i. Nfo xet thay vj trl phong thu bl 1¢, nen di chuy~n Mn DO'! khic. 

b. L11c 11.l'Q'n& b¢ binh b6 trl chu vi ngoal, qui tam bfru hi~u cua B40, B.41. 

c. E>~t k~ ho?ch tuan ti~u, ph1,1c kich, bfo d¢ng d~ ngan ngll'a de toin dn diet chifo xa &l?c. 

d. G~I min chlfo sang ho~c chU'&ng ng~I v~t a nhfrng nO'I d~ bi drn nb~p. 

e. Dt,rng lll'al ch6ng hoa tl~n B.40, B41 & phla tmoc vl hal ben hOng cblfo xa. 

g. E>! phong can mit, nh~t ll v1o buol trU'a, hie sam tol va khl gan sing ; nta ttp bMI 
d¢ng, ktem soit vl hru '} dl phOng cic toin nho dtch len loi t&i gan vi tri phong this. 
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xli' DVNG VI TRi PHV DE PHONG THU CHONG PHAO BINH Gl~C 

1. · T rtr&ng hvp diln hlnh. 

M¢t dO'n vi phbng thu phfa Tty tinh Q da bl dich phAo ldcb nJn1 nl tir de ngc;m dol d6i 
dten. Ck vi trf phbng thu cua ta di) da dtrQ'C t~ chU-c kten c6 vl c6 .n6c cbe cus:ig vln bi thl~t hil 
Yi tac Xf trl/C ti~p cua cic lo'i phio giJc~ 

Khl bi phio kkh, phan 4-nc t11 ~hten ~cU:a binh si ll nhl~ vlo de vJ trt tru ln. MU-c d¢ phao 
kfch cua gl~c m~nh m~ dfo nol eu6t i.-on1 thM glan phio kich (thtr~DI 30 phut) binh si khOn1 sao 
16 d1u ra khol dtrQ'c vi trf ; nhllu c&ng s1t p~ong tbu c\ia ~ lln ltrQ't bl phA buy, tron1 khi d6, glJc 
vin d¢ng chlfo xa tlfp c~n d~ khl v\ra dU-t phio kfch, chlfo xa mu • E>Ot phi khlu 11 cilng bO binh 
xung phong. Tuy ta dly lul dttQ'C cu¢c tfo c&ng, nhtrng da bl t~n tbSt n~1:11 n~. 

i. D•c di~m chi~n thuit. 

a. VJ trf phbnz thu d6ng d& dlen v61 cic cao dia ml gt~c c6 th! dJt lo~t sun~ l&n in tic 
x~ tr1fc tilp. 

b. Kh6n11 d~t tl~n d~n t~l cic cao di• tru6'c vi trf phbn1 tbu. 

c. Kh&ng chuln bl vi trf phi} d~ xii- d\1ng m61 khl bJ phAo kfch n~ng d, ho~c di kh&ng bill 
thay doi vi tri phbng thu khl bl glJc de Xf trt,rc tl(p Mni sung kh&ng gl$t. 

. .3~ Phan lrng cua g1~c 

Gl~c da di~u n1hifn k)' hr&ng Yl .nim vii'og quy lu•t phong this cua ta. Ph~o blnh d~t troog 
de vi trf da dU'9'C chuln bi chu dAo tren de ng9n d~l dlSI dten val lt,rc lU'Q'ng· ta. Ck vi trf phfo 
n•y du9'c dlo sSu xu6n1 dw6'l d5t c6 n11,1y trans kbto leo dl tdnb bl phi ca ta phAt gUc vii oanh 
ldch. 

4. Nhin djnh. 

a. Ph1o binb gl~c d~t tron1 cjc hlm c6 n6c chc d dtrQ'C Dl\\Y trans khlo Ito d1 ghlp cho 
cbung c6 thl tr1nh dU'9'C thtet hfl do Kh&n1 qu1n ta 1•1 ra. Tuy ablfa hltu qui cU. cjc vfi kbt 
chi 116'1 hfa tron1 nhl'm V\I t4c Sf tr\t'c tlfp ml th&I. 

b. PhtrO'ng phip ch6ng phio kfcb tfch c11c vl c6 hieu qui nh(t ll tun1 ck toin tuln thAm sa 
•i tr( dl phit 1Uc de vi trl phio cisa gl~. 

e. £>~t tt~n d&n tren de cao di• d6t dltn val khu vvc phbn1 tbu. 

d. Nen chuln bl ck vi trf phi} dl xU- dvng trong trU'lml hQ'P •I trl cbfnh bl bv htl. Nh&ng 
•I trf nly c6 thl dlo tfl de '"'°'° d&l deb buc v6'1 vl trf pbjo glJc. Nb&a1 vi uf nhv ••1 c6 th! 
atim thllu dtrve t&n tbSt d llm eho tr9n1 phAo 1l~c trll- ala it hO-u bitu. 

6. Tdi liiu nay do Uy-ban tu-chinh Qim-nan1 Hdnh-qudn Wtt-binh/Bp TTM IO(UI tluio. 
TCQH 18n 1an1 d6n nbV.ri roP.i y.kJin xdY_-drnr1 hoi/.c bS khuyet 4; tdi-liiu ndy them phon1 phti. 
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En~y Tank Pursuit-Destruction Team 

1. Typical case Description. 

One tank company was stationed 6 kilometers away and south of city Y. 
The ground of this area is gently slopi~g and rises up gradually towards 
the West, with grass high above the head. 

About 10:00 AM of D day, 5 tanks (T54), from the West, approached our 
defensive unit; 2 were destroyed, 3 others withdrew. 

But at 12:00, the enemy committed tank pursuit-destruction teams to 
approach our defensive position. They destroyed 3 tanks (M.48) by means 
of B.40 rockets at a range less than 100 meters. 

2. Tactical Characteristics: 

a. The enemy accomplished a quick and accurate study of the ground 
·after having discovered our position. 

b. The enemy took advantage of the ground to send tank pursuit-destruc­
tion teams out to approach our defensive position. 

c. The enemy used tank pursuit-destruction teams effectively and 
audaciously. 

d. The enemy launched attack at 1200, the moment when our men were 
tired and assumed the guard carelessly. 

· 3. Reaction of Friendly Unit: 

a. Our unit took advantage of an excellent encampment area for 
camouflege and concealment, with good fields of fire, our troops 
revealed the presence of enemy tanks from afar and destroyed them 
within their range. 

b. Our unit had effective and quick firing techniques. 



c. After destroying 3 enemy tanks, the defensive position, . once 
revealed, was not changed. 

4. Obse.rvation: 

At the halt, either short or long, distant and close security measures 
must be applied to keep the defensjve posture undisclosed so as to avoid 
enemy suprise shelling and attack. 

Emphasi~ is requjred to he placed on the following points: 

a. If the defensive position is revealed, the unit should move to 
another place, 

b, The infantry force must take up positions on the outer perimeter, 
out of the effective ranp,e o~ D40, B41. 

c. Patrol, a~bush, and alert plans must be available to prevent t~nk 
pursuit-destruction teams from approaching. 

d, Surface flares or obstacles should be laid and set up at pl ~es 
vulnerable to enemy penetration. 

e, Set up the anti rocket B40, B41 nets in front and on both sides 
of tank, 

f. Watch carefully, especially at noon time, at nightfall and at 
<lawn; it is useful to conduct simulated alert in order to prevPnt 
small enemy teams from approachin~ our defensive positions. 

2 
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Defensive Measures Against Enemv Artillery 

1. Typical Case Description: 

A unit in the defense of the west of Province Q was shelled heavily by 
the enemy from the opposite hill. Our defense positions, though well 
fortified and covered, were damaged because of direct fire of enemy 
artillery. 

When shelled, the natural reaction of soldiers is to jump into bunkers. 
The enemy shelling was so intense that our troops could not stick their 
heals out of their shelter during the shelling (usually 30 minutes). 
Many of our defensive fortifkat:ions were destroyed gradually, whereas 
the enemy was maneuvering its tanks to approach and, upon interruption 
of shelling, to "open a breach" for an assualt with infantry elements. 
Although we repelled that attack, we suffered heavy losses. 

2. Tactical Characteristics. 

a. The defensive position was opposite high ground where the enemy 
emplaced guns for direct fire, 

b. Outposts on the high ground were not established. 

c. Alternate positions were not available for a counterattack when 
heavily shelled. Change of defensive positions was not made when 
coming under enemy recoilless rifle direct fire. 

3, Reaction of Enemy Unit: 

The enemy had carefully studied our defense regulations. Artillery guns 
were well emplaced on the hill opposite to our force. These firing 
positions were dug deep into the ground with skilful camouflage to avoid 
air ob~ervation and air strikes. 

4. Observation: 

~ Enemy artillery guns in bunkers were well protected and skillfully 
camouflaged to avoid our air strikes. However, weapons were 
effective only within the~r direct fire mission. 



b. The most positive and effective measure against shelling are to 
commit reconnaissance patrol teams far ahead of our positions 
in order to reveal enemy firing positions. 

c. Outposts should be established on high ground opposite the 
defense area. 

d. Alternate positions should be available for use in the event 
our main positions are damaged. These positions could be dug 
on the hillsides far away from enemy firing positions. Such 
positions could reduce our losses and render enemy battery less 
effective. 

2 
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OfCH DANH CHIEN XA eAo v~ TRVC U) 

1. Trcrang hcrp di~n hlnh. 

~lc)t chi doan chien xa dtr<?"c tang phili 1 d~i c.l¢i l>O binh tung thi!t, c6 nhi¢m vu 
bao v~ qu6c 1¢ 1 l tl.r can ct'r P.H d~n thj xii B. 

K~ ho~ch ho~t d¢ng ciia chi doau IA : 

a. Ban ngay phfln tan, b6 trf tr~n nhfrng dja the tr911g ycu d9c theo qu~c 1¢, muc 
dfch ngan chQ.n S1:f xtun nMp va khuay phit ct1a gii,lc. 

b. nan dem rt'tl ve phong thu BCH/HQ SU' dolrn va cac ciln cli' quan tr9ng lf,li th! xa. 

K~ ho~ch tr~n t1m:rc tin.re hi¢n c.leu <li,\n trong mily tuan le Ji~n ti~p. khOng thay 
d~i. Sau khi dii dien nghien va biet um;rc thoi quen din dm1 vj bl;ln, c1jch il.p d\mg chien 
thu~t ('Q ll)p, chia c:it va ch~tn vi~n. dong thO-i XU dung B.40, BAl va boa tien AT-3 SaggE'r 
bi\n tia da gfty lnr h~i m(>t s6 chi~n xa cua chi doan. 

9. Dtc di~m chi~n thu~t. 

a. Gi~c dil theo doi qui lu~l hauh qutm cua <10'11 v! b~n khn lau va chi . hanh d<)ng 
khi di n:lrn vfrng tlnh hinh. 

b. Gi~c XU d\tng BAO, B.41 va hoa lien AT-3 ban tia ti~u hao h.rc ltr<?'ng bi;tn. 

c. Xu dung chicn thu~l cO ll)p, chia cat khOng cho cllc h!C ltrC!ng ti~p cti'u lftn nhau. 

J. Phan lrng cua dan vi bQin. 

a. Khi b! d!ch tin cOng b!ing B.40, B.41, cac phan <1¢i CUR chi <1oan chi~n xa van 
b6 trJ t~i cho, khOng dieu dc)ng ticp ung lcl.n nhau. 

b. Khi djch Mn hoa tien AT-3 Sagger, nhAn vi~o xa d~i di\ hoang hot. Sfl bii va 
kh6ng co phan \log thfcb nghi l'Ye ch6ng tri. 



4. Nhin djnh. 

a. Qua\n s<S va chicn xa cua 1 chi doan Thi!t gii1p khOng du cung ti'ng an ninh vl 
kiem soat chi;it che tren mOt true le) qua d&i vl co d!a th! biem trb nhieu doi mii, 
rung r~m. 

b. Ke ho~ch ho't (l(>ng hang ngily khOng thay doi dii tra thlnh th6i quen, n~n gitc 
c6 di'1 thai gi6' d~ dieu nghien. 

c. Cac phlln <1c)i b6 tri xa ngo&i tam h5 llraog y~m trQ' boa h,rc, nen khOng th~ dieu 
t10ng Li·cp l'.rng k!p thai ho~c xu dung boa ll;l'c yam trQ'. ciiog khOng the ttp trung nhanh 
d1<'>ng de doi ph6 khi tinh hlnh dOi hoi. 

Be chan chioh ph~n nAo c!tc khuyet diem g~p phai, mc)t vai bi~n phap sau day o~n 
lip dung: 

- Tranh xe le chi doAn chien xa dtrai cap chi dOi de h.rc lm;rng nay co th~ phat 
buy dtrqc m9i kha nang ciia lhiet giap. 

- Khi tinh hlnh h<lt bn(>c. chi doan chien xa phai dam trnch bao v~ 1 tn1c 1¢ qua 
dai, ne11 ap d~m~ hinh thfrc gifr dtrerng bAng each: phoi hc;rp dai quan sat va tuan ticu dP 
vi~c kiem soat um;rc chi,it che va phiin ung k!p thai khi bi tan coog. 

- Thanh phan be) Linh tim~ thiel D~ll lung Sl,lC vA b6 lri 18 de phat giac va ti~ 1 • 
di~t kjp th<'Yi cite tolrn sl\n di¢t c.hien xa ci1a djch. 

6. Tai liju nay do Uy-ban tu-chinh Cam-nani Hdnh-quiin Liin-binh/B9 TTM IO~n tluio. 

TCQH 1dn 1an1 ddn nb911 1{19i y-kien xay-drrn1 hoifc b~ khuyet 4~ tai-li¢u ndy them phong phu. 
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Enemy Attacks on Tanks Protecting Main Routes 

1. Tvpical Case: One tank company, reinforced hy one infantry company 
was responsihle for protecting Highway 14 from base PH to City B. 

The operation plan of the company was generally as followR: 

a. Day - Disperse along the route and depley to strong points with 
the nission of stopping every enemy infiltr £ion and harrassment. 

b. Night-· Withdraw and consolid tee at the Division CP and other 
points for their protection. 

The above plan was carried out everyday without change for several weeks. 
The enemy observed and studied our operations during this time. The 
enemy began to attack our unit by attempting to isolate and then <lestroy 
our forces, while blocking reinforcements. To do this they used a 
combination of B40, B41 and AT-3 Sagger missles. Some of our tanks were 
damaged in this attempt. 

2. Tactical Characteristics: 

a. Enemy intelligence agents studied the operations of our unit for 
a long time and acted only when theyfully understood the 
situation. 

b. The enemy used B40, B41 and AT-3 missles to damage our forces. 

c. The enemy applied the tactic of isolation prior to attacking in 
order to prevent our forces mutually supporting each other. 

3. Reaction of Friendly Unit. 

a. Upon being attacked our tank sections always stayed in their 
positions and did not maneuver to support each other. 

b, When the enemy fired the AT-3 Sagger missle, our tank crews 
were panic-stricken and did not reactin any way. 



4. 01,serva t ion~: 

a. The length of Highway 14 in this sector was too long fo·r the unit 
ac;signed to adequately cover. 

b. Operations were never varied, therefore the enemy knew exactly 
what we would do each day and night. 

c. Tank secticins were placed in positions from whlch they could 
not mutually suprort Mch other nor could they maneuver 11uickly 
and consolidate a stronr, defense or attack properly. They were 
used as static strong points. 

To avoid these deficiencies, the following measures should he a ppU Pel, 

-Avoid dividinp a tank company into smdler units thRn platoons ~o 
that these forces may develop t11£ir full capabilities, 

-If the assi~ned route is too long, coordination must be closely 
maintained between mobile armor forces and strong points so the 
mobile armor forces may rf'act quickly when the enemy attacks. 

-Infantry a~signed to armor units must take. up positions outside 
of the B-40, B-41 range to prevent a surprise attack. 
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DICH Xlr DVNG CHIEN XA OUT DIEM CAN CV T. 

1. T ru-ano hQ'p di'n hlnh. 

NgAy 22-4-1972, djch g~m cac thanh pblin ciia NOng trtrang 2 ph6i h<!P vai h,rc 
Jm;mg cua m(lt tr~n B. 3 cling d~c c<>ng, thi~t gill.p, phbng khOng va phao, tan cl>ag cli' 
di~m T nai d;::it BCH/TP cua SU- doan x. 

Ll!c h.rc;rng phong thii g~m 1 trung doan bO binh + 2 phAo dOi 155 ly vd 105 ly + 
l d~i dOi c<>ng hinh + 1 chi doan thiet v,0.n xa l\L 113 + 1 chi dolm chicn xn. 

W>i Hi gia ngAy 22-4-1972, djch phao kfch hang ngiln quii dl;ln ctu loi;i.i 122 ly, 
130 ly, 105 ly, coi lGO ly, 82 ly vA hoa ticn AT-3 Sagger vAo ct'.r ~i~m. Tr~n nma phao 
tUu ti~n !i1m ham chi buy b! s~p vn cite h!c hrgng tru phOng b! t~ li~t. 

Sau gan 2 ngay phao kic~ d!ch dfrt di~m bat nga bang chi~n xa, ll!c hrqng pbOng 
thii phai lhno ch~y mat tr:).t ll!. 

i O~c di~m chien thuit cua gi~c. 

Ap d~mg chi~n thu;,\t bao vAy dimh lun ti~u di¢l cum c(r di~m. d!cb d5 : 

a. Ch9n It!a ltic thai ti~t xau d~ tifo cOng n~n khOng quti.o chi~n thutt kh6 yim 
\rQ' hfru hi¢u cho quAn b~n. 

b. X ir dung boa tieo diE!u khi~n A T-3 Sagger di~t tirng chi in xa vi cAc cOng &\I' 
ki~n dS cua ta. 

c. Bao vAy ch~t va t~p trung phao hAng ngan trili vao c6' di~m I•m mQi hoi;it dOng 
h! t~ li~t. 

d. B~t phbng kh<>ng vA cilc loi;ii phao vAo h6c da o~o khl>ng quAn kh6 phat giac 
va tieu di¢t. - . 

e. Bilt nger • BOT PHA KHAU .. baog chi~n xa ngay cr,ng chinb cua din ClJ. 



3. Phan (rng cl.ie dun vi b~n. 

BCH/HQ khong c6 phau ling thlch ogbi kbi dtrQ'C tin djch di chuy~o chi~n xa d~D 
g~n din ell' de dl'rt di~m. 

Yl ham ~hi buy b~ phllo kJch s~p nen h~ thong truyen tin b! t! li~t, cite ll!c 
h.rQ'ng trong cfmg nhtr ngoU cAo cu '1eu m~t li~n l~c. Cac dcm vj phai h.r chi~n <1ifo v• 
hlu nhtr khOng c6 st.r ph6i hqp nilo. 

'.\L}c d~u k'1611g qtt1\n chi~n thul)t c6 y~in tr<! nhllag vi thai ti~t xifo va phc)ng kh6n~ 
,fo~ h qni>. m~rih ncn cling khOng can ngAn dtrQ'C git:ic va cuoi cirng din cu Li triln ng:)p. 

Trtr<rc s1.r di chuy~n mau If.! va hat nga cua chiin xa, binh si ta mat tiuh than 

pbui bo ch~y. 

D~ n;..: ;ln ch(ln vil c6 th~ tieu <li~t <11rt!C chien xa gi~c tir xa, mOl vai bi~n phnp 
!&ll n('n fip dung : 

a. Lufln luOn tung cac dO'n vi nho luc soilt xa d~ phAt giac, bllo <l<)ng va nL' L1 

C6 th~ til~U di~f Chien Xfi ciing nhtr CRC lt_rc hrqng khac CUa dich. 

b. Thm'rng xuy~n khong tham c<:c n<Yi nghi og<Y gi~c c6 the t~p trung, xu tl1111g 
phi philo mbi khi phi co· phAt hi~n <l!ch ho(l c thay cac diem nghi ngh<r. 

c. Bao cite ham ngan chi;in chi~n xa djd1. 

d. Thiet l~p cac bai min va cite chtrcmg ng1;1i vi,l.t chung quanh v! trf. Cac hat 
min nay phai ni\m trong tam quan sat vi hoa ll;TC y~m trg CUB qudn b~n, ncu kh0DI! 

de Li vO hi¢u h6a b~ng cilch thilo g& hay d'lmg bangalore phA huy. 

e. Cong Sl.r phong thu cua hinh i;i phai c6 nap che ki~n c6 d~ trAnh cilc 101;11 <1f,ln 
d~i philo djch, Neu c6 th~ va tuy theo dja th~, nen dAo ham ca nhan theo Joi ham ~ch. 

NgoAi ra d~ c6 th~ duy trl h¢ th6ng chi huy dtrgc li~n tuc trong hJ.c bi djch 
phlw kkh hay tan cOng, t;,i.i moi cAn cu n~n: 

a. Thiet l~p ham chi huy pht.1 c6 trang bi cac phtrO'ng ti¢n truy~n tin din 
thict de xu d1mg khi ham chinh bi htr h~i. Nhao vi~n BCH nen phun tan !Am 2 nO'i 
d~ c6 th~ lien l\1c ho~t d(>ng trong tr11cmg hgp ham chi huy chinh bj ph!w kich a~p. 

b. 9;,it hltm chi huy b SllCrO cflch bli'c vai doi doi di¢n, neu cAn e:" thiet l~p 
tr~n m()t ngQn d~i, d~ CO th~ traoh dU'q"C c8c d4D lrl!C X. CU8 cAC Jo~ SUDg kh6n~ 
&itt r.ua gi~c. 

t::,, Tai 11 .;u n.iy do Uy-ban tu-chinh Cam-nang Hdnh-qucin Lien-binh/B!i TTM 1ogn thao. 

Tc'Q H 1Jn sang don nh~T1 m9i y-kie'n xciy-dzrnt hoif.c b~ khuyet de tai-lifu nay them phong ph1i . 
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r:nemv Combined Arms Attacl-- on P>ase T. 

1. Typicril Case Description: 

nn 22 April 1972, an enf'my f0rcE> jncluding Djvision 2 coordinated with 
th£' force of Front R1, sa.pp<'rs, tan i< s, anti-aircraft and artillery and 
att.qclC'<l B<1sP T. Division X/Advanced Headrim1rt&s was located at tlds 
Base. 

Our defensive fore e included 1 infantry Regiment, two 1 SSmm and 105lT'm 
k1tteries, 1 enpinePr company, 1 APC ~113 comrany and 1 tank company. 

J\t 1600 on 22 April 1972, the eneniy hurled thousands of shells of 
everv ~ind: 122~m, J30mm, lOSmrn, 160mm mort ~, 82nun mortar and AT-3 
S:1r,rn rockE'ts onto the strongliol<l; the fjrst rain of Rhells co] l<"fHH' d 
thc> command hml' er an<l neutra U zed the def ensjve forces. 

After <"]most 2 da y s of attack hy fjre the enemy unexpectedly overrrin tre 
stronghold with t a nk s and the def«:>nsive forces had to take to withdra'·' 
in uisorder. 

2. Tactical Characteristics: 

In <1pplyinr. thP "encirclement, ti?,htenninE and overruninr. the hase" 
ta ct ic s, the enemy : 

a. Too k advrotage of bad weather to attack; therefore tactical 
warplanes could not provide effective support to friendly 
troops. 

'b. Utilize<l guided AT-3 Sagger rockets to destroy our tank s and our 
strong fortifications. 

c. Closely encircled and concentrated artillery fire (thousands of 
shells) on the stronghold, thus neutralizing all activities. 

d. Anti-aircraft weapons and different kinds of artillery weapons 
were emplaced in caves. Therefore, it was difficult for our 
planes to ohserve and destroy them. 



e. Unexpectecl]y "0pene<l :=t breach" hy means of tanks, hy concf'ntrating 
thejr attacl' at the main gate of the hase. 

3. Reaction of Friendlv Unit: 

YL The CP h:=td no lf)propriate anti-tank defense plan whP.n heing inforJ'1e<l that ""?-. 
enemy tanks had apnro<1ched the base. 

4, OhsE'rva t i.nns: 

When the command hunl<er collapsed, the communications system vas 
neutraU zed. ForcPs either inside or outside of the hase could not T'1:=tke 
contact with one another, UnitA had to fi~ht separately vithout c0ordination, 

Due to bad \>.'e;ither and vi0lent enemy anti-airer rl't power, our warplr11ws 
could nnt stop the enemy advance, and finally the hase wns overrun. 

The rapid and unexrwcted movP.rnent of enemy tanks caused our troops to 
hecomf' ciemoralized and run away. 

To block and destroy enemy tank from afar, the following measures should 
he ~plied: 

a. A]w;iys Penci out small unjts far away to search, reveal, g_:ivP. 
warning, an<l if possirJe, destroy enemy tanks as vell as othrr 
Pnemy forces, 

h. Rerular]y cnnduct air reconnaissance over suspected enemy 
c!:lncf'ntratinn :uea; whenever not:ifed, use aircraft and artillPrv 
to a ttacl< enemv or suspectP<l points. 

c. Djp enpmy antitank trenchPs. 

d. Lay minefields and :instnll ohst:=tcles aroun<l the pos5tion. 
These mincfiPlds should he located within the observation ranrf'I 

, .>" 

and support fire ranpe of friendly elements. If not so, MinefiP,lds 
may become ineffective because of removal or destruction of 
mines by me:=tns of bangalores. 

e . Defensive fortificalic-.nc should have strong roofs to avcjd tre 
dPstruction nf enemy artillery. If possible, and according to 
the r,rounrl, "frop, ja\or11 fox holes ~hould be dug. 

Moreover, in crder to keep the cbmrnand channel operatinp, continuously 
while ~ring attack ed or shell0d hy enemy, at eAch base: 

a. tuilci an auxilfary command bunker equipped with necessary signAl 
enuipriP.nt for use when tlie primary hunker is damaged. The ComTT1anr1 

2 



personnel s hould be dived into 2 parties, so the activities 
'1-: iJ 1 not re cl i scontinued in the case the principal bunl~ ~r is 
cnllapsE:'c1. 

h. Build the command hunker on the flan!: far from the opposite l: ill, 
in case thP base is established on the hill, to cnahle to nvoi<l 
the direct fire of different enemy recojless rifles. 

3 
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I 

Dlf~T o~c CONG BAM TRV TRON<i . THANH PHO 

1. Tnrchig hq'p di'n hlnh. 

E>!'D ~5-5-7:3, fchoini I ti~u d::>in ~J: dnf da dm nhtp VlO I phln Cua khu '11/C ph~I 
thu B1c vl Nam thi :d K. 

L11c lU'Q'ng glil toa cua ta, g~rn c6 1 Tl~u do~n BB + I Tl~u do~n DPQ, da ip d9ng dni 
flo~n bao vly c& ltp vl xii' d1,1n1 cac dan vt luln phHn tbanh tofo tirng 0 kb fog Cl/ cua g!Jc. ' DU'Q'C 

trtfc thfog vo trang y~m trQ', quln b~n da xii- d\lng hOa tl~n T'uW, dfi bk ro6 ly khOrig gl*t dl 
phi huy de vt trf kiln c6 cua ta bj gl~c t~m chilm. 

D!rn 5-6-7:3, ta m6'1 ho~n tat dU'Q'C viec &Iii toa to~n vllng \hi xa. 
~ O,~ di,m. 

- Bao vly c& l*p, n1an ch~n gtJc Uen l~c, tllp vten tir bfn ogoil. 

- Dung 161 dinh luln phten diet tirn1 6 khing cv. 

- XU- d1,1n1 hil'u hleu l11u dfn, ph6n1 lvu, boa tlen M-72, c6 sang kifo xu d\ln& dfl bic 
ihMl1.altt 106, hOa tlln TOW ch6ng ·chlfn 1:a d~ phA huy cOn1 sv klfn ·c6. 

- ·Phi ca oan thlep, x~ klch. 

J. · Phan. irng de gitc. 

- Rtit lclnh n1h1em trtn tan cOng thJm db tit trtr6'c, di~u nghlhi b& tuc ti mi. 

- E>~ng lo~t tan c&ng tir nhl!u m~t, trong dtm t61. 

- XU- d9ng d~c c6ng d!D nhJp u bim tt'\S », t~ ch<rc dla &hE, kh:d trlen tlnh hlnh dl dinh 
ltu dinh r¢ng them ra. 

4. Nh$n djnh. 

~ PhU'O'ng phip ch6ng dJc c6ng huu hit- nh1t il tlm diet chu111 tir xa, .d~ phbrre kh6ng 
dho dJe ~ng dm nb~p . 

b. Sau khi d~c cOng dJ dm nhJp dtrQ'C do m¢t khu vvc; Ive ltrvng glif toa n!n xU- d\lng 
f\1ay mOt dO'n vi d~ bao vly c~ l'p khu v11c, kh&ng cho dJc c6ng c6 du thl glO- • bim tr9, trien 
khal tlnh hlnh 1, ngln ch~n m9l lien lfc tllp vlen tir ben n~oll. 

c. D~c bl~t IU'u tlm din vin dl di dn dln chub1 khol khu vvc glao tranh. 

d. tru tien phat hten vA thanh toin CO' av dlu nao chi huy cUa gl~c. 
e. Thanh toin tirn1 khu, tirng ~ lching c~. 'l'Mi bvp bOft d0111 tlm ly chlfo lim nao nunii 

tlbb tbln can binh gl~c. 

f. Sing klfo xt'.r d \Jng vu khf, boa Ive thfcb h~ •bl dla thh1al glao tranh. 
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Bai so 22 

TUYEN PHOl';jG THU THf .XA Bl Gl~C XAM NH~P 

1. TrU'ano h.,p di~n h~nh. 

Khu virc phong thu Nam thi xa K dll'Q'C glao cho cac It.re lll'Q'ng £>PQ + NQ m&i rut v~ tir 
h1l cfo els' D va T. S6ng D ch~y bao quanh thi d, ngan dch glfra khu Vl/C ta va gi~c, rat thu~n lc;rl 
cho vlec phong thu. Tuy nhlcn, Tieu doln 4 d~c cOng da lgi d\lng dlm t6i trM x~m nh~p dlTQ'C vao 
phong tuyfo £>PQ+NQ. 

Die~ ding lll'u y la d<Yn vJ £>PQ chi pha' 2:ac dll'Q'C dJch khl chung da l9t du-Q'c vao sau 
ph 'mg tuvfo ban. E>en sing s&m ngl}' hOm sau, mOt d<Yn vi E>PQ khic l~I phat glac m¢t s6 djch 
quln 6ia trang blnh si VNCH, m11u toan chl~m phi trU'<Yng K. Tuy nhlcn ltrc lll'Q'ng ta da phan ci?ing 
dinh b~t dU'Q'C chung ra khol th! xa sau d6. 

2. O~c di~m chien thu~t. 

a. Phong tuyen phia Nam blS tr! mong, khOng d~t tlen don hay VQng thfnh sat t~l nhfrng 
n<Yi d~ bi djch dm nh~p b!n kla sOng. 

b . D31 khl, tuyen phong thu du-Q'c giao cho d<Yn vi vira bJ ton that n~ng chu-a kip bo sung 
v1 chfo chinh n!n tlnh than con hoang mang glao d¢ng. 

3. Phan trng cua djch. 

a. LQ'i d1,1nii d~m to!, de dt.r&ng tlen sit kin dio, nhfrng diem phong thu yfo 6't, d~ xim 
nh~p. 

b. Gia trang blnh si ta, ~m mt.ru dinh chl~m phi tnrO-ng. 

c. Cho d~c cOng dm nMp u BAM TRI)» llm Mn d~p mb- rOng khu v11c ho~t d¢ng. 

4. Nh~n djnh. 

a. S6ng D tuy la chll'6'ng ng~I v~t thlcn nhien tCSt, nhll'ng vin c6 th~ qua dU'Q'C v&l phll'O'ng 
tl~n vt.rc;rt so.rig U-ng ch~ ho~c c6 s3n. 

b. Tm&c khu v11c phong thu, c6 nhlfo dU'O-ng tiltt sit thu$n lQ'i cho gl~c (ruOng lua b<Y trc). 

Trong hinh thli'c phong thu khu V\fC, d~c bi~t u phon1 thti I thl xa c6 s6ng bao b9c, can ap 
d\lng de bl~n ph<ip an nlnh xa, gan nhll' : 

- £>~t h~ th6ng bio d¢ng bln kla sOng. 

- D~t v9ng thinh sat n<Yi d~ bf dm nh~p. 

- Tuan tl~u lien- t\lc ngoal xa, tuan dnh tr!o tuyfo phong thti. 

- Thanh sit thll'!Yng tr\l'C cua de cap chi huy. 

Niioll vl~c ngan ch~n nhfrng dllm djch c6 the dr, b¢, can t~ chU-c m¢t l\l'c l1tQ'ng trir bi & phfa 
uu, chl~m c.ic di~rn trQn& yfo nhtr cao 6c, doanh tr~I v.v ... 

Khl nhl!u thlnh phan cung b6 · tri tren .mOt tuy~n, vlec th6ng nh~t chi buy dn dt.rQ'C d~t ra, 

kh6og nln 1 KHOAN TMNG • ri!ng cho m¢t dO'n vi nlo. 
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Elimin ~ion Of Sappers Holding A To~m 

1. Typical Case Description: 

On the night of May 25, 1972 a sapper battalion penetrated a part of the 
South and North defense area of city K. 

Our relief force, including one Infantry Battalion and one Regional 
Force Battalion, encircled and isolated the enemy and used units to 
alternatively eliminate each enemy pocket of resistance. Supported by 
armed helicopters, our troops utilized TOW rockets, 106mm recoilcss 
rifle and maneuver to destroy our fortified positions temporarily 
occupied by the enemy. 

On the night of June 5th, 72, we completed the relief of the wbole ci.ty 
Rrea, 

2. Tactical Characteristics: 

Encirclement ald isolation, thus preventing the enemy from making liaison 
and providing reinforcements from outside. 

Alternate attacks were applied to destroy enemy pockets of resistance, 
one at a time. 

Effective use of grenades, grenade launchers, M72 rockets, lOSmm 
recoiless rifles, anti-tank TOW rockets to destroy fortified positions. 

Intervention of air strikes. 

3. Reaction of Enemy Unit: 

To gain knowledge of our positions probing attacks, followed by a detailed 
study were made. 

Under cover of darkness, the enemy attack was launched simultaneously 
from different directions. 

The enemy utilized s ~pers for penetration, holding, ground organization, 
and exploitation of the immediate situation for a deeper and wider attack. 



4. nbservations: 

a. The most effective measure against sappers is to search and 
kill then from afar and to prevent them from penerating our 
defenses. They are very well trained in comhat in huilt-up 
areas. 

h. After sappers have advanced into an area, t~e frjendly relinf 
force should inunediately utilize one unit to encircle. and 
isolate that area. Do not give them enough time to "hold on" 
and exploit the situation, for then they will block all fri~Pdly 
reinforcements and liaison from the outside. 

c. Particular emphasis must be placed on the evacuation of the 
friendly populace out of battle zone, Popular forcE>s, Nntion;il 
Police and PSnF should ~e th~ trained to do this. 

d. The enemy kf'y command organization must be revealed and <lE>stro?c>d. 

e, :~eutralize enemy areas and enemy pockets of resistance, one at 
a time, Coordination should be made with psywar teams to 
demoralize enemy cadre and troops. 

f, Use weapons and firepower appropriate to the features of the 
battle area. 
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City Defensive Line Penetrated hy Enemv 

1. Typical Case Description: 

Tl 1P Soutl1 Defensive are<'! of City K was handed over to ropular. <tnd 
.Rc~fonal Forces that had just withc~L·<nm from two D and T b<'!seR. Tl'!'.' l' 
river flows around the city, separates the enetlly area from ours, <n1cl 
is vr?ry advantageous for the defense. However, the enemy 4th Sap;ier 
Battalion took advantage of darkness to break into the RF and PF 
dcfenRe line. 

The remarkable point: is that the RF unit only recognized the enemy troops 
wl1en they had come to the rear of friendly defense line. Early morni np. 
of the next day, another RF unit again recognized a numher of eneM~' 

troops, disguised as ARVN troops, who attempted to occupy K airfif']r1. 
HowP.ver, our force counter-a tta eked and forced them out of the cit~·. 

2, Tactical Characteristics: 

a. The South defense line was not stronp. enough and nn outposts 
or listening posts were established at places vulnerahle tn 
the penetration of enemy cominp, from the far river hank. 

h, Sometimes, a defense sector was placed under the cot!lI'1and of a 
unit which had just suffered heavy losses and had not heen 
replaced end reorganized yet, and its troops were still demoralized. 

3. Reaction of Enemy Unit: 

a. The enemy took advantage of darkness and covered routes nf 
approach and weak defense points to conduct the penetration. 

h. They were disguised as our troops and attempted to capture the 
air field, 

c. Sappers were used to penetrate and "Hold On" to the area which 
was considered as a stepping stone to expand activities. 



4. nbservations: 

a. D river i s a good natural obstacle, but still crossable by means 
of available or improvised river crossing facilities. 

b. In front of the defense area, there are many routes of approach 
advantageous for the enemy such as rice-fields and bamboo hedges. 

-In the defense of an area, especially the defense of a city 
surrounded by a river, the followin~ distant security measures 
should be taken: 

-Warning system is estahlished on the other ri.ver bani;. 

-Listening posts are established at places vulnerable to the enemy 
penetration, 

-Continuous distant patrolling, anrl patrolling along the def ensc 
line, 

-Permanent inspection conducted by commanders at all levels. 

Resides the bloc~ing of points on which the enemy could land, it is 
necessary to organize a reserve force in the rear, and occupy 
key points such as buildings, barracks, etc, 

When different elements are deployed on the same line, unity of 
command should be imposed, Never give INDEPENDENT AVTHORITY to 
any particular unit. All actions must be coordinated hy a sinp,le 
commander, 
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