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1. OPERATIONS: S1gni.!1cant A~ivitiea 
A.General: During the perSld covered b7 this report Troop B transitioned 

fl"Olll relatively low intenait7 operation• conducted dur1~ a phaaed down eonf­
llat. to .full ecale combat operation intended to deter/de! :t the ene1117 in­
itiated offensive in the northwestem portion ot Military Region 2. Addition.­
a.117 the Troop underwent redeaignation and reorgainization while expJerianoing 
considerable pereonnel turbulence due to the abrupt change in situation. Al­
though the basic miseion of intelligence gathering remains the same emphasis 
has ehU'ted troa the use of ARVN assets to develop ":;he intelligence ini'ormat­
ion and enemy contacts to the use of organic weapons a ... oower to destro7 
the enemy forces. This shi1't. in objectives provides portion of the Jltilltary 
force required by an aggreeive de.tense; howeVe?J it detracts !roa the abilit7 
of air cavalry to provide wide area coverage and aseem.ent ot the overall bat­
tle pi.ans and objectives ot the eneJV force since eonsider&ble time is epent 
developing individual targets. 

(C) 
B • ABRATIVEt 1 November to 15 November 71 

The beginning of N6veaber !ound Troop B supporting Pleilal Province west 
ot the Mt7. The Aero Scouts found a large bunker complex and came under fire. 
The Aero Ritle Platoon (ARP) was inserted and made contact on the LZ, airetrik­
ea and gunships were used to suppress, one OH6A. wa• destroyed, .2 US injured and 
6 ARP'• woUD:led. En casual.tie• were 5 KIA,, 8 KBA, numoroua documents captured 
which identifing the unit ae a reinforced compa117, medical auppllea, and miscel­
laneous equipment including several w.apona were capturedo On 4 November the 
troop .found and destroyed 19 structure a and 48 bunker• 1 and captured a quantit7 
of aedical and militaey(NVA) supplies. ON 6 Novsaber north ot Kontm the troop 
deatro7ed 104. structures, killect 3 enemy and detained 10 suspects. The Air 
Cavalry supported the 47th regiment on 13 Nov er capturing enough medical 
supplies to support a company size unit for 6 months to _one 7ear. In addition 
repair parts for weapons, 4500 lbs ot rice, 500 lbe of corn and meal and other 
milltacy equipment was captured. 

1 5 November to 30 November 71 
The Troops supported Kontum Province in the Plei Trap Vallq area making 

contact with a company size element resulting in on~ eneJl1' KBA, 2 M 161s, 1 
carbine, medical supplies (USSR), and i cellaneoua military equipment and food 
capturedo Supporting Kontum Province on 18 November the Scouts discovered a 
battalion size base camp the reQ.ction· COmp&Il1' waa inserted and made contacto The 
ene1117 Buttered 9 ru, 9 !BA and two POW•s were taken. Equipaa.ent captured included 
J il 47'•, medical hand books, tran fusion kits and aJDlllunition, 50 structures 
and 25 bunkere were destro7ed.o TWD Pallbearers and two attached M model gunshipe 



e 
r•dNed hits,. Working in the Dale To ar• on the 27th of November one OH&l 
Scalphunter was ehot downo The crew was rescued and contact with the est­
imated battalion sized force maintained. resulting in 9 I<BA • s. The following 
day the troop again wrked. the Plei Trap Valley area reeatablishil:g contact 
with the en~ .force, 2 aero scouts were shot down and four US were slightly 
wounded. One enemy KBA wae confirmed. md 20 KB.l estimated. Th lack of OH6l 
helicopters &nd crews forced the troop to conduct Phantom missions utiliz­
ing one UH1H for low level reoonnaiaance for the next few days. 

1 December to 15 December 71 
The troop m&de very little contact during the first few days of December 

but on the 4th contact was made with an estimated. 20 to 30 man en~ force. 
The ARP'• were inserted and tinal reeulte were #di wiib an estimated 4 
enea:DY KIA, 1 B40 rocket launcher, 2 AK 47t';i-ifiee, documents radio equipment 
and Jliscellaneoue mUitary supplies captured with negative triendl7 caaual'"!' 
tiecso On the 7th, 'llOrking in the Kontum area again one en~ wa• KBA and a 
quantity of milita.17 equipnent and documents captured. On the 12th the troop 
supported the Ranger Co111JU.nd west of Pleiku. Contact wae made with a estimat­
ed company resulting in the lose of 2 OH6A' a to enemy fire and 2 US WIA. One 
AK47 and 1 French weapon were captured but no futher enemy loeaee were con­
firmedo 

15 December to 31 December 71 
On 22 December Working for Ranger Conmand the scouts :found a large baae camp 
complex, several groups o! eneJl7 we.re engaged resulting in the destructing of 
15 structures, 8 bunkers, one enemy was KBA and 4 secondary explosions were 
observed_.~upporting the Banger Command southwest of Polei Klena on the 2J 
ot December, the scouts located structures and bunkers throughout the area. 
Contact with the enemy resulted in one friendly WIA. Later in the day while 
supporting a multi-battlloa lift into the Plei Trap Valley. The ground Oo:irm­
ander reported an enemy artlllary position over looking the landing zone, 
the scoute marked for TAC Am and J artill.ary pieces were destroyed al'llll an 
estimated. 15 eneJZcy" KBAo On 28 December the Cavalry acted aa a acreening 
force for the 47th ARVN Regiment attempting to BDA a B52 strike west of Due 
Co Ranger Camp despite air support the ground force wae in danger of being 
encircled so they were extracted and the aero scouts at;;t.e11qil i4 to completed 
the BDA 2 OH6A.' s were shot down and 2 US were l«>unded. 

1 January to 15 Januacy 72 
On 5 January contact wa.a made l!!IOUth o! Pleiku resulting in the destruction 

ot 5 structures, 4 storage bins and one enemy KBA. On 6 Januaey while tryin& 
to investigate a bunker lex the scouts took tire and the gunships engaged. 
No enemy bodies were found; however, a 60 MM mtor tube was destroyed.,. On 15 
January worldng west of Pleiku. the aero scouts came under heavy tire and one 
OH6A. was shot down. The crew wae rescued Qftd the reaction .force in•ertedo The 
reaction force made oontact moving ott the landing zone, indications were that 
a large enemy force had hurriedl.7 left the area leaving behind a rear guard, 
2 weapons were captured,. 

16 January to 31 January 72 
The begmn3ng of this peroid was conspicuous due to the lack o~ substained 
enemy contaet. On the 21st of Jaziuart. while investgating a b~ complex, the 



Scalphunten were !'ired on. The ARP'• were inaerted malc1ng heaT)" contact 
on the I.Z so th reaction f'o~e wa 1n•~~~ ... ~pt6A wae hit b7 mall 
&1"Dl8 then b7 a B40, he att pt.d to land,,.."1tie observer waa killed and 
the pilot wund d. With the gunships supporting the gnnmd el nt man­
aged to break into the complex after which contact •• broken and the 
complex destro7ed. On the 26th ot January while supporting Kontum Sector 
the scouts spotted a bunker complex. The ARP•a were inserted ld.nR no 
contactJ bowevsr, the scouts located a basic t inning area with ckups 
o! tanks and other trainning devices while attempting to DK>Ve to the area 
the ground el t made contact with an NVA pper comparr.r, one or the 
scout observers ws 1110unded. Air strikes were emplo7ed but ne~ative result• 
could be determined. 'nle contact was broken and the ARP' a extracted.1 

1 Febua.ry to 15 Febuary 72 
The beginning or Febua17 fo'Wld the troop working the area a.round lon­

tum. on the 4th a large oomplex waa disoov red. Air strike wer emplo7ecl,. 
resulting in the destruction ot JO bunkers, 10 structur e, 1 aid station, 
and 1 Jll8aa hall. On the 6th the troop worked tor the 22nd FWD around Dak 
To, th teams deetro7ed 5 structures, 6 bunkers, t bridge, and killed one 
NVA. The troop worked in support o! the 22nd forward !or the rest or the 
peroid. Utilizing air strike on the 10th ot Feb ry the teams deatro,-ed 
15 structures, JO bunkers and 3 sampans. The scouts found SO ?NA troops in 
the open resulting in 41 contimed KBA's, 15 estimated wounded and .3 POW'• 
captured. One OHM took 2 round• in the rotor blades. 

15 PebU&r7 te 29 Febl1ar)' 72 
rking in the Plei Trap Valle7 for the 22nd FWD on 17 F • The 

acouta located a 2 1/2 ton flat bed truck, air trikes were called in 
resulting in the deatru<$1on ot the truck, 4 atructurea, 7 btmkera and 60 
to 70 tw hundred pound bags of rice or wheat grain. Wor~ for the 81 at 
ABR BDE the troop 107ed air strikes and artill.&ry on an nem;r force in 
contact with triendl.iea. One UH1 H received 4 hits while evacating wounded. 
On 20 Febuary an Al11G had an «lgine failur and craehed on QI.14. Shortl1 
therea.tter a UH1H helicopter helping to evacate equi nt f the craeh 
aite ale& craahecl. Th" troop ~rked ter Ko tun Sector for the rcaimder ot 
the peroid deatroJin& 19 structures, and 34 bunkers but mad littl• contact. 

1 March to 15 March 72 
The firat few da7a of this peroid th"! troop continued to support Ion­

tum Sector and on the 2nd found 45 packs, helments and a n er of bunkers, 
a.irstrike• were em.plo7ed and 5 bunkers were destro7 • Tb bunkers w re so 
large the airstrikea had little effect. Th troop captured (16) B41 rocket• 
(6) 82 MM motor rounds, 250 lbe of explosives, (5) 20 pound minea am a 
section of banga.lore torpedof while accounting for 2 en-v KBA' •• On a peri­
aeter VR ldaaion one ot the scouts activiated a mechanical cla,aore causin& 
extensive damage to the A/C. The troop preformed reconnaieance for the 42nd 
Regiment on 7 March a.al found a diepersecl bunker complex. Futher investi­
gation reveal about 10 picnic tables with food and 30 bunkers. The scouts 
took fire and the cunehipa npged accounting for 3 !BA'• in green uniform• 
in addition approxima~ 10 racksacka, 5 pith helmenta and 2 bamboo .:>ck 
ups of tanks were found. An airatrike wae requested but not recieved. On 
9 ~ch the scouta took fire from NVA troops aouthweat of Fire Base 5. 
Construction tools including picks and a cart to haul rocks alo~ with 5 



people were spotted the ARP' e refused to get off the helicopter, when they 
!inQl.7 did the people had gotten awar and all that was found was 5 pith 
helments and a shovel0 The Cavalry~'iiied to preform LRRP extractions on 
the 10th of March for the 5.3rd Regimento On 12 March the Cavalry preformed 
security screening missions for visiting VIPSo On the 15 the the troop 
lo!Orked for Kontum Sector northeast o! Kontuao The scouts f~a cleared 

:Sc'.:(). ....,,, -r 
area uder the tree• with bunkers, structures, and clothi.Dg11 ughout. -..he 
bluee were inserted and destroyed the complex resulting in 3 enerJl7 killed, 
1 captured, 2 AK 47'e1 one pistol, a radio, tape recorder, documents and 
miecelloneous equip1ent, shortly thereafter another complex was discovered 
and the blues inserted resulting in 3 more enemy killed and 1 NVA captured, 
together with 1 AKA?, 1 pistol and a bundle ot entrenching tooleo 

16 March to 31 March 72 
On the 17th the teams supporting Kentum Sector to the f'eJtt o! Than Chd\ 

found a bunker complex with large bunkers, numerous trails and tables which 
had eating utensil• on themo In addition t'W9 towers constructed of bamboo 
were located &le121G'f~ 5 people wearin& packs were foundo The Undertakers 
engaged reeulting in 5 KBA' •• On 19 March working west of JContua the Scalp­
hwters took tire and the Undertakers engaged while attempting a BDA the 
scout took tire and the observer was lo!Oundedo An airstrike waa employed 
resulting in 1 KBA and 1 AKJ.+7 captured. Working east of Vo Dinh on the 20th 
the scouts spotted two pereonnel in fighting positions, the gunships enga~ed 
the en~ ,k.illlng 2 1 the ground troops were inserted,, Dlililde contact and 3 
mre NVA~ed and an NVA doctor captured. The C & C had an engine failure 
pulllng th;-~rew when the troops were ineerted to rig the aircraft for re­
covery one of the Pallbearer' e had a loss ot oil pressure and de a force·a 
landing both aircraft e.-. ... recovered b7 sling. Three AKJ...7' s, 1 pistol, maps, 
documents and plans were captured along with the wounded prisoners. Still 
supporting Kontum Sector the next da7 the scouts found tresh digging the 
gunships engaged and got 1 KBA. Northeast of Dak To the tea.as located a 
bunker complex and requested an airstrike resulting in 10 !BA'• and 5 
bunkers deetro.;eci. On 22 March north of Kont the t p inserted a company 
with a POW l~ attempt to capture« a radio station. N roue documents, .2M16 
rifles, 1 HI carbine, clothing, food, a quantity of spare radio parts, 
radio repair manela and l:IJ<J ro\ll'lds offll".M1 6 ammunition were captured. The ARPS 
all!O reported two BBA' • from an earl$ B52 strike. No contact was made untill 
tpe extraction wen tlolO Undertaker Cobra's took hitao In an area northeaat 
ot Vo Dinh the scouts found a bunker complex extending throughout an entire 
Valleyo Gunships engaged but the inteneity of fire precluded a BDA, a ~er 
BN was inserted utilizing the Pallbearer1, VNAF slicks and gunship• and the 
Undertaker•o Numerous structures, telephone wires and trails throughout the 
area indicated a large relatively permanent 1taging area,, one of the Pall­
bearer• wae hit, aVNAF pilot wounded during the insertion and a VNAF gunship 
shot do\111. On the 25th the troop working for Pleilru Sector weat of the City 
found 26 people who were detained, metly wo si and children. The ecoute 
located a bl.111k* complex 1n the same general area and an airetrike was put 
in reeulting in 18 KBA • • , 3 people in green fatigues with weapons were 
spotted going northwest and 2 more going eoutbweat taking about 15 montag­
narda with th~ On 28 March wrking for the 53rd ARVN- regiJllent the troop 
extracted 20 ARVN KL\ and WIA from what had been given to the troop a1 a 
free fire area. The following lay the ·troop supported the same unit in the 
general area of Kont paes. The Aero Rine Platoon was inserted and soon 



came under motor and ri11e fire a company minua reaction force va a insert­
ed to reinforce however; the7 -would not move toward the objectiYe aft~r all 
efforts to movetl' them fa.Ued the conaander decided to extract them. The 
troop returned to Kontum to support Konta Sector b7 conducting a reconnaie­
ance o! a road to the aouthweet ot Kontua. Schedualed B52 strike• veretk di­
verted tro the area. The team started to work to the west of the planned 
area emploJing the gunehipa and airstrikes an a col1.111n ot troops ueing the 
road then returned to the original target. Scalphunter t.ad •• ahot down 
in a middle of a bunker complex, hia observer wa extracted but he could not 
be found, a ground force att pted to reach hie location was bushed loain,r: 
one US KIA and 17 ARVN K"IA/WIA. The second el ent in the reaction force 
fought their 'WIL)' to the elelllellt ambushed and the tw unite returned to the LZ 
so that casual.ties could be extracted. A Ranger BH we inserted to the 
nearest LZ; howver it waa to late to move up the valle7. ~ 31 March the 
troop acted. u a screening force ahead ot the advanctdng Ranger BN and con­
firmed that Blues bod7 •• in the contact site they then were diverted to 
BDA a B52 strike they found 10 structures and 15 bunkers destro~ and 8 
bodies. Returning to the site of the crash which the Ranger bad reached 
another Scalphunter was shot down and the observer aeriouel.7 wounded. 

1 April to 15 April 72 
2 April 1«>r)dng tor Kontum Sector the ecout s located a bunker co 

plex. One gunship~ ~~c ~ure, while another encountered electrical 
failure eo /.!'° BDA~'a-rtpi-etonn:d. OJi

0

th4?_3rd three gunships "! .. ~~~ '""s""tb 
tri~ ~r fire. rking tor Kont Sector on the 4th ~~ 95-
~ due to maintenance probl a 1one LOH parked at lont\D Cit7 •• struck 
b;y rocket fragment.• troa a 122 MM motor. The Pallbearer• inserted the Aero 
Ritle Platoon near a Yil.l&ge just st of Jtontum which had b assaulted 
and deatro)'ed the previous night b7 NVA troops. rking north ot IJaJc To 
tor the 22nd j!B" Forward the scouts found 4 people b7 a cuip tire and took 
tire In the hlH genval area the teams found n1111eroue bunker complex•• 
and took fire rea~ting in one hit. On the 11th the teams supported the 
22Nd Forward agaiilfi.ndjng roua large bunker COllplexea ranging froJll 
old to under construction and a road being built in the area. S~e were 
tired upon aeveral timea ; however airetrikea could not bit put in. :teuaa 
moved south of Dak To to find poaitiona tiring u~ Dak Ti 'nd ~nh Chan,.. 
located Dia.JV' peopl.eand put in airetrik••i howeYer, stillre~ed fire. A 
mo~r and 3 personnel were discovered juat eouthvest of Dak To; ho ver 
airatrikes could not be put in on the poaition4 because clearence could 
not be obtained to hoot. The toil.owing da7 the tewae continued workina 
the aaae general area and continued to find evidence ot he&'VJ' aeti 1t7 
including ldleeled vehicles. On the 14th ot April working east of Xontum 
airfield the teau aupported a triendl.7 element which came in contact with 
an estimated ene1117 platoon the gunships engaged and airstrikea were 
ployed on the retreating enemv force which resul~jd in 9 entllBT mA' s and 
5 weapons captured. The ecouts resupplied the tribdl7 force with ammunition. 
On April t 5 the troop responded to a TAC E9 a covq aireratt had 37 WIA ARVNS 
and one ~ WIA. Two Undertakers were dispatched to shoot for the people 
wllile a 111.asion release ws obtained both guns were hit, one had a hJdralic 
failure the other complete electrical failure the crewe l.anc:1id saf el7 at 
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lontum, returned to base camp to get new aircraft and retumed to the 
mission. <me UH1H received fire in the pick up zone and the crew cheU' 
was killed. A 3rd gunship waa hit during the final ext.ractiono 

16 April to 30 April 72 
Working tor K'ontum Sector the teaJlla found a bunker complex from 'Which 

a eetimated enemy compaey wa e engaging a friendly column on the road the 
friendlies would not move oft the ro.a.d so airstrike• were employed along 
with the gunships resulting in 15 KBA' s. On the 18th the teams spotted 
sampans moving south ·~ the river west ot KoJrt.nn, back packe, baskets and 
what appeared tp be mo~r tubes were in the boats. The teams were not 
allowed to shoot, instead a ground unit 1.'uther down the river was assigned 
to intercept the sampans. The troop eupported the ROI forces atteaptiR& to 
open tlla ARA Kfte Paaa with gunships o• the 20th Qd the21 at. While support­
ing Kontum Sector o.u 22 April the scout• tound 'What appeared to be a tank, 
oovey waa call9'i ~ put in airetrikeo atter the acouta took fire. Ia the 
same are. a litUe turtber eorth ot Ko.atua the tea apottea • 2 1/2 t.Q1a 
vebicl.e, a.iretrikaa were not obtained, the gunahipa engaged but BDA w..a 
prevented by ground tire and when :tinal 17 conducted the vehicle• could not 
be to\Dld.. While engaging the vehicle one ot the gunship• were forced to 
land due to oil pressure lost, the crewwaa extraoted and the aircratt r ... 
covered. Fnroute to Pleiku a Scalphunter was hit by 50 caliber automatic 
weapons tire, craehed and was d11tetro7ed the wing scout picked up the crew 
despite he&V7 fire be~ placed on the area. The Air Caval17 supported 
Konj;um Sector on 23 April but was diverted to 22nd Forward to locate and 
destroyttf mtor and artillar7 poai tiona firing on Dale To and Than Chan. 
The P&l.lbearera extracted 1'10lll'lded from Than Chan taking 9ne hit. A Scalp­
hunter extracted Typhoon 3 trom Dak To when a sister imit'• UH1H wae 
mo~ored ott the runwa7. CDe of the Undertakers took· a round which ca.used 
exr.ensi ve damage. On 24 April Dak To and Than Chan fell and the troop was 
diverted. to extract the Aaericaa'a attempting to evade the enemy. Enroute 
to Dak To one Cobra took 50 fire and waa forced to hnd, hie wing ship 
and a Pallbearer were detached to cover h1lll and extract the crew which 
they did despite he&V7 t'ir.-.to The remaining Cobra's joined by the wine after 
the extraction attenzpted to engage the tanl(sdeepite direct hits on the tank5 
the Cobra's were ineffective. Scalphuntere lead extracted Rogue• Gallery 
whoa• OH58 had been pulled to the ground b7 ARVN1 a when he attempted to 
extract a US advisor ,the AH1G' s supported 2 friendly forcee in contact, 
Undertaker 25 was hit b7 50 caliber and 37 MM anti-aircraft fire and :forced 
to lando The ehip recieved fire attempting to land and the Pallbearer who 
extracted the crew took fire departing. An attempt to recover the aircraft 
resulted in the loss of the Pallbearer aircratt that inserted the rigging 
crew he took heavy fire departing and his transmiseion aiezed reeulting 
in a hard l».nding. The rigging cr.w was extracted; however, th• AH1G'e 
were not extracted because a CH47 \11&8 not available and weather closed in .. 
Meanwhile one of the Undertakers covering a eoout who extracted an A1E 
pilot who had been ehot down was hit in the tail rotor. On the 25th the 
teams escorted refugees on QL 14 to Kontum. On the 26th the troop preformed 
rescue missions searching for and extracting American's. Numerous mirrore,, 
SllX>kea and other eignaling devices together with lack of COlllllunicationa made 
this extremeJ.7 difficult. Farewell Poppa waa extracted from the area just 
northwest of Dak To strip. VNAF took .fire and abo,.ted. the attempt the Pall-



bearers extracted despite heavy fire and md',t-ors on the l.and1ng zoneg 
Ships received ant1-airoraft 37Jll and 50 caliber tire from the 
vicinity of Dale Too One Pallbearer wae hit haTing hie plex1-glaaa 
window knocked out. The following day the troop participated in the 
extraction ot JOO D¥>re ARVN' a located to th• northeast ot Than Chan 
the C...valr;y teams ecreenecl and thJ' UH1H'• aiaed 1a the ext.ractioR 
oao wl.1.ck waa hit on the LZ QY mg"~or ro'Uiiili& ~ "1estroyed, the ~ew 
evaded with the aid of the Swphunters who extracted ths afier they 
}lOM.1 mov«i tQ a site which allowed the LOli'• to hover low ~ugh. ~. 
of tho scouts recei v one ro\&Dll ol 7;~2 which guo&ed hie tail rotor o 

The Sc-lphUDt.era .pottea two trucks drivina down the road with 105'• 
attaQlied and all airatrike waa utilized tQ knock them out. Tho Caval.ry' 
w.;.a employ ' to aupport. tri~ unita in cont~ct throughout tae are.o 
On the Joth ot April a ford the enemy was ue~ -.a located west. of 
Ko~tum with freeh tank tracks. A BDA 0£ a 852 Gtrike showed nm:i.eroua 
'bodies anci people still alive ia th• are.a, scouts took tire and the 
gunships en~ged, approximat"1'Jy 40 people, airstrikes were put 1nJ,01'"l 
darkness prohibited :tuther damage asses t 0 



(C) 
A. STATISTICAL SUMMARYt 

lo Units Supported 
a. Kontum Province 
bo Kontum Sector 
c. Pleiku Province 
d. Pleiku Sector 
e. 22nd Forward 
fo 2nd Airbome Brigade 

2o Flight Statistics 
a. OH6.A. '13.3 i..u 
b. AH1G 2785 ~«' 
c. UH1 H 2739 H its 
di) TOTOL 8675 ~I(~ 
•• SORTIES 11 1488 
t. PASSANGERS 9743 

3. Aircraft 

MR 
DS 
OM 
NORS 
TO'roL 

7 
0 
1 
2 

TO 

4. Aircraft Loaaee 
Hit 51 
Do wed 21 
Not Recovered 13 

5. Personnel Losses 
WIA 17 
KIA 3 
MIA 1 

6. Expenditures 
762 MM 
20 MM 
40 MM 
2.75 FFAR 

412,700 
40,367 
31, 341 
10,080 

Bo AUI'HORIZED/ASSIGNED STRENGHT: 

Commiaioned Of ticera 
Warrent 0!.ficere 
»ilisted Men 

UH1H 

g. Ranger Group 
h. Ranger Conmand 
1. 45th Regiment 
j o 42nd Regiment 
ko 53rd Regiment 
1. 23rd Division 

A~th-A6g 

5 
0 
1 
0 
6 

AUTH 
16"" 

34 
208 

3 
5 
1 

...Q... 
9 

A§Q 
25 
2.3 
225 

Theee strength authorization and assi&nment figures are taken from the 



Z"I APlUL 1972 moring reportao A• ot 28 APRIL thie unit no longer maintains 
a mor~ r port. Pereonnel are presently aaa!«ned to HHC, 17 CAG and attach­
ed to Military Region 2 Cavalry' Troop 1. 

C • PERSONNEL:-
1. Key Personnel Changes: 

&o CO 
1o MAJ Cassity, Robert C. 
2. MAJ Gibbs, James M. 

b. XO 
10 OPT Hartley; Charles R

0 

2. CFT Sanders,11 Alfred A. 
3. CPT Slaughter, Samuel R. 

Co OPNS 
1 • CPT Nichols., Robert Lo 
2. CPT Hess, Robert w. 
3. CPT Dell, Raymond c. 

d. WPNS PLT CMD 
1 • CPT Wagn.,, Floyd E. 
2. CPT Delgado, Richard 
3. CPT Bristow, Robert 

• • SCOUT PLT mm 
1. CPI' Treee, Paul M. 
2. C.PT Norton, William w. 
J. CPT Matthews, Johm,-
4. CFT Finch, Melvin W. 
5. CP'1' Stein, JIU'lea E0 

F. AERO RIFLP; PLT CMD 
1. CPT Hess, Robert w. 
2. CPT Massaglia, Victor D. 

&• &INT PLT CMD 
l4 1LT Heilmann, Richard w. 
~o CPI' Giabert.1 Richard 

1 Dec 197t 
7 F·eb 1972 
Present 

1 Dec 1971 
29 Mar 1972 
Present 

26 Dec 1971 
11 Apr 1972 
Preetmt 

24 Dec 1971 
21 Jan 1972 
26 Jan 1972 
30 Mar 1972 
Present 

1 Deo 1971 
Present 

Feb 1972 
Present 

·. J. 



D. LESSONS LEARNED: COMMANDFJlS CESERVATIOHS EVALUATIONS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1. Pereonneli 
a 0 OBSERVATION: The peraonnel curtailnumta and change over dur­
ing this peroid created JllAn7 ditficulties which adversel7 attect­
ed the unit• capabllit7 to perform ite mission • 

.. EVACUATION: The uncertain policies and frequent changes made 
planning ext.r el.7 difficult. Pereonnel w.re aaaigned to th1• 
unit one da7 onJ.7 to be ru.eeigned somewhere else a f fllf dqs 
later. Atter the initi&l tvbulance eubaided it waa difficult 
to $ind quall.tied. personnel to till key position•. During 
Fe~ and March 1972 curt&ilmenta were given to virtuall.7 
eveey expierianced aircraft mechanic and. vehicle mechanic in the 
unit 'Without providing replacements. B7 the middle of March 
onq- 2 AH1G mechanics out of 26 authorized and 16 of 2S 11115 

~t111T authorized(\inechanics remained. The unit waa exce•• 1n non-
a.viation personnel so an OJT program. was atarted utilizing 
theae people • After approxima~ly a month all uceae non-aviator 
personnel vere given curtailments 11egating the effort spent on 
training .. and leaving the unit in the aame conditiolf"l>etore the 
OJT per;.lci began. 

• REO:>MMENDATION: Prior to implanentation ot cuiiallmenta anti. l«>S 
and 'l'O & E. evaluation should be •de. Thie evaluation shout~ be 
the guideline for curtailments and persoMel requirefl to p~torm 
the units a:l.ssion should be released only when a replacement is 
available. 

2. INTELLIGENCE: 
a. OBSERVATION: This unit does not recieve adequat • timel.1' intell­
igence. 

• EVALUATIONi Timely intelligence ia vital to eucceaa!Ul.l c&i1" 
e&valry operations. Lia.i n with battalion and. group S-2 Staff's 

indicated that the problem originates above those echelons. 

Co RECOMMENDATION: ~ 1'act1cal intelligenc requires 
a more effective diseemination qetem. This t71>e or intelligence 
( aircra.tta tire incidents, red haze, MTI etc:) should be provided 
simultaneousl7 to all levels rather then through each intermediate 
headquarters. 

3. Operat1one: 
a. OBSERVATION: The troop ie being used to respond to individual 
intelligence reports rather then in planned search operations. 

·" EVALUATION: The use ot liDdted Air Cavaley a.aaeta in this 
manner increasee dead blade time utilized to m>ve from one 
point target to anc>ther and creates largo gaps in the overall 
intelll&ence picture • 

.... , RECOMMENDATION: Since the· majority of the reports are located 



~them a Ver'7 -11 area the7 ehoul.d be programed into normal area 
search pattern• and the ••rch patterns -1ju.ted to r-spond to ~ 
H.POrt• rather th111 atta&ptin& to n>ft the teue te specific poa'i.ta 
particularly eince in JIWl7 caeea the Air Ca•arl.7 ia not able to poei.ti­
vel7 ver87 or refute the val1d1t7 ot into tion. This will allow the 
deYelopment of search patterns insurinl complete coverage ot the uu. 

&. OBSERVATIOlh The Air Cavarl7 ie being utilized to pinpoint the lo­
cation ot tar1eta tor inredia.te deatruction. 

EVALUATIO!h The current tactical situation and the lack of an agg­
reaive de.tenH makes the uae ot cavalPT aa a combat force imperat••e.-, 
The response hg of aupporting tire• result• in conaide ble waste ot 
troop assets in attsapting to tix the tar~et position and undue riek 
to ecouta who are required to remark the targets because o! the accu­
raQ'1 requ:ind to destro7 th• (ie. &l'DK)red vehicles, large b\Ulkers). 

RECOMMFJlDATIO.N: During the current situation enough targets exist 
to justit)' a pair of el.ow movers with relativel.7 long station till 
being kept on station in a high orbit to be utilised as tar1ets are 
uncovered. An alternative solut.ion would be to place an a.rt.ill.&17 
battUT opcon to the troop and register th prior to engaging in 
search operations. 

4. Orgainizaticm: 
a. CESERVATIOHs The troop we rceaignated during this peroid tram 
TROOP B 7th SQADRON 17th AIR CAVALRY TO Milit&rJ' Region 2 Caval17 
Troop 1. 

EVALUATION: The redeai&D&tion w.a made vhen the tth SQD 17th CAV 
W&a stood do and the color• r.turned to the lbited Stat.ea. Th8 troop 
penonnel and operations r~:'1 the eaae; however. a good deal of 
time and Dll.llpOWer •• expended.~Hlated efforts such aa converting the 
propert7 book. 

RECOMMPM>ATIONs The redelipation wae a pap«r wrk drill and plac 
an unnecceeu7 burden on the unit• these tJP• change a aholll.d be el Smn­
•ted. 

b. CJ3SERVATION: The tropp ae8Ullt9d re nsibillt7 for the pereonnel • ~ 
am equipment utilized for baae detenae. 

EVALUATIONs The unit wae not prepared tor the major prob1 • e­
oountered b7 thi• change. The equi t wae in a ve17 poor state ot 
repair for instance 8($ of the radios were inoperative. none ot the 
radars were functioning. and the vehicles were st to the point 
ot retrograde. The perecmnel had Just been tumed over in the ee_rao~e~ 
abuffie and lacked exp1eriance. An officer from the unit wa ~#J~~ 
to org&inize and train the platoon sized unit. a radar repai.rllen from 
another ba.ee waa located and brought to this location to repair the 1rcitle.1r 

sets. JIWl7 houra of maintenance t was expended on the vehicle• and 
the aignel equi t Ill checked and turned 1n for repairs. 



RECOMMENDATION: The function ot the defense platoon indicate• that it 
should be assigned to the unit rreaponaibl tor base detenee in this 
caa. the 17th CAG. A platoon leader should be provided b7 'lUcB. A re­
painnan should be provided tor the eignel equipment. 

5. Trainings 
a. OBSERVATION: Thie unit has not reciYed school trained observere. 

EVALUATIONi The uae ot untrained observers results 1n a loea ot 
1ntell1& ce into tion tor a peroid ot a approximatel.7 25 hours. 
It al90 exposes the scout to pereonnel and weapons which would pro-
abJ.7 be avoided with a ined observer. 

That school trained observers be provided this 

6. Logistics 
a. OBSERVATION: DASSA (604th) has been experi cing increased dela7 
ot vital parts r.sul.ting in decreased &ircratt availability. 

EVALUATION: DASSA (604tb) has not b able to keep up with 
reordering their ASL resulting in an excessive amomt ot requieit­
ions being !'orwrded to A.MMC. In the b•st of circumstances a 3 to 4 
da7 delay is encountered"-' 1...-i ..... N,) · 

RF.c~'IDATIO : D spite the ph&ae dow in strength levels unite 
remaining are still expected to support tull time OOlllbat operations 
therefor renewed emphasis el}puld b placed to modemize (ie. comput­
erize all supporting DASS.A 1 ~to expfdite the tlow of •up~ partaf. 
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