
THE !ATTIE OF K<Jrl'IJM 

Kontum ia a cit,. approxima.bel1' 60,obo inha: itants a out 30 KM North -

of Pleiku in the Central Highlands. Durin the ont of Jan, •e , and ch 

of 1972 large enemy ild up vas detected in the valle,. area SW of Dak To 

North st of Kontum. During this period elements of t 22ND A Div. -were 

located North West of Kont to counter the enemy threat. ost or t .e A forces 

vere deployed in fire eupnort asea (FS1') along a large rid e line that ran ~orth 

and South, paralled to QL14, of Kontum cit,.. This rid e line e oi.m as " . oeket 

Rid " • other forces ve loc ted t the Dak To air trip and the Div F rd 
.n.e >lb ,,.,(. 

Headq rtera s loc ted in a c ou.nd near th villa. e or T Canh C.ee Jof.ap). 

The co ou.nd refer to aa Tan Canh. 

!anger 1'attali0ll8 occupied the order camps along the l&os and Cambodian 

lDorders. 1'en t vhich is located approximate11' 15 KM est or Dale To s occupied 

lDy tlol'o ran r attalions. olei Kl.en located a out 20 KM e t of Ko t s oe 

y one ran er 19attallon. 

For purpos s of discussin the ~attle of Kontum I have divided t e ttle 

into three dietinot phases. Phase I s the nttle for the rire upport ases 
3 
~-24 April . Phase II ws the attle tor the ord r camps 5-9 -' 1'• . se III 

s the battle for Kontum City M. May to 9 June. 

J I 

Ele nta of t e Ai.rborn e were moved into Kontum durin t onth or Janua.r,y 

to counter wh t believed to e a j or enemy threat durin TET. se Ul'lits 

occup d FS:e 's on the southern ort1on of Rocket Rid and alon QL14 ?forth or Kont • 

Their adquarters w.a loo ted in the vicinity of the small villa of Vo Dinh. 

Th wild up of nemy f orcea in the lley et of Rocket id itor 

y !/troop 7/17 ir c v squo.dron opera.tin out of leiku. Air strikes 

ainat troop to tio , truck rks, abd other lucrative tc.r ts developed 'by the 

c v. So e Vietna se Lon trols also provided intelli~eno information. 
I, 



The tioip tad T&T otten iv never deVelop4!ri. Rovever, durin the onth of 

h enemy attac 7 fire (el 'a) 

on Roo t Rid o • mrtt heavy antia.ir t pons wer aved 1n on oth sides 

of t he ridg line making helicopter oparatio.. extr llilely zardous.. It 

d that el nts of the .32oth NVA Division re maldng the attacks Int 1 1-

genee re arts also reported that the 21iD 

ot Oak To aJXi oving ruth. 

ivi ion w.a lo d her& north 

The en laun ed it 'a firot jor aund !'JUalt on the 4t of April. It 

0 that a CH-47 een shot down in the 1r :eas t 31at of l'arc 

and rter ral d Y'8 of \Ul#UCC srul tte ts to rescue the v 8. paclm or 
fjve mt..1 'a six 1~ shi n dis tchad at first 1 t tor over 

1~~ 
t d er "' the /t+ih ot April. fire r or t turne t e 

ro en ott his attack leavin 

eh1Jld. The ext day the Chinook recovar \li.th011t 

incident. 

Durin the next everal 11 th :e• o Rockst Rid ea.me er inte 

attao • The defend.era e up orted y Tao 1r, artillery, 

tiairc rt fir 

los re inflicted on the ?i8l'n3' 

2lID n e did 11 1n defending th ir 

ireraf't
1 

h 

eoldier tr th 22ND Div 

itions. 

t:m t e 221J> ot pril th 2211D Div FWD •s t Tan Canh ca 

attacks y f • The 1 tanks 1 within th.e eo ound. 

:r ee of th e re d troyed ay surfac to surf'. ce vir ssil • 

.A!F 1 continued thr oo.t th 22nd an:l 23rd. Tith 

e 

oximately 1200 tro • ont of thee troops ort type troop ' 

out ~US dvisors lo ted t T Cnah fhe t Y e c t troops. re 

urin th peri • ~ the 24th of Aprµ 11emy fore · s launch lar e a le 

ttack a rhe ed lty out 12-15 t nk9 that 

2 . 
J 

I 



drove dow the hi hwa7 troa the Nortbee.st tbrou ht e tow and attacked the compound. 

The7 at eked p. the early 01!11n • The tank dro e vith their 11 hts on and fired as 
J 

they aP r ched. They vere supported y other tank element tr hill lo t out 

1500 ters ?forthvest or the c ound. 

The Am sup ort troops rok first ani ran out to th south of the compound. 

Their panic effected aane or the canbat troops many or hen also ned. The situation 

co tinued to deteriorate and l>y mid orning the US Advisors forced to make 

their esc pe. The 22?ID Div Comtlal'lder Col Dot pparentl7 ca tured y the enemy. 

The lo s of Tan Callh and specially the loss of the Headquarters element had 

a diaasteroua f'fect on the ARVN units. A eral vi tbdraval. e vi th y of the 

unite n ill for en gin tho enemy. '!'he enmq armor had a tremendous a ock 

ef'f ect on th def 81"8. The one ininr M41 at Tan Cnah, n ver came into action. 

are orte of aeve 1 J.l 

r~ it is not eliev that it 

in tired without &UCC&S • 

us at all. re 

T f'ri ly forces et Rid e aba oned their 'b s or 

vere riven off• Aa the de their of the ridge the w 

us • turned into and ev ion. 

of the A troops A out thro -hundred de their y to en et her 

they to 2ND A n tro did little etter and 

e it 9eck to QL14 where t ey w icked p d rou ht c to Kontum 

city. 

a re u1 t of the otion th 22nd A Div consider no lon r c 

errective ar.d. 'Withi vn tr0r:t t attle area to b roor iaod am trained. 

The 2 ID Abn bd& pullod ck to the Sa to def nd th pit.al. The 

mission of def'cndin Xont ven to tll9 23RD Div which was loe t in 

~am !' Thout. Th div:taion e oved fro Thou.t to K tum d lr tho 1 t 

v k of A ril ard t f'irot tvo k8 of · Y'• 

f , 

t 



For aome reason the rq d:!d not exploit hie init1.al suce • Instead 

of continuin on to Kon be turned his attention to the order ca.lltp8 ... olei 

t 

~ n t 

C lUSe of the ene tank ttac 

TOW ( irllorne ayat ) r a nt 

m thia a tvo irertif't vith 

• e1ku y the Tst viati 

re 1 un1er t e control or the 17th C t 

Aviation oup. Thia sys lthough experimental the ti ~oved to e 

xt ly effective. The a11"cra.f't u:sed tho call 1 "lIAWK'S CLA '. 

~ t 5th of Yay t e Ranger c o£ olei Kl under 1ntens ene e 's. 

ed t1air-0ra.f't ( ) vithtn. 200 in 

aerial resupply or reinforce nt virtually impassible. dete en ld 

out un'ler almoist contin arti.llory, rook t. ani mortar fire until t 9t or 

May vhen tlwy evacuated the leaving most of their WOUXld and some depe?dents 

b hi?d. 

the 8t of et c und r ttack '1 fire GUSt in 1 

r 1 the defenders acal c ined arms tt c on th mornin or t 

ld ani 1nf11oted h vy loseea on the enomt. e PT7 tank destroyed y t 

ai om • 
l thou h th Polei Kl 

tvo very ood purposes tort 

0 o.ui provid 

T last le ts of t 

of }.t Y• 'l'b frie ly poeiti 

ca lost, t e ee o pha e or t ttle servoo 

al.lie • It continued tho ttrition or the enemy's 

t • 

23ml Div m.oved 11lto def iv os1tions on t 13th 

vere neraly depicted fi 2. 

Kontum city- rec iv1n enemy 1'ocket and a.rtilleey tire daily. The airfield 

re ined aid used · 7 C-130 a tor supply and e a st.a f'i ld f&r the 

a!rcav troop, gunships the air TOW airer • 

T first OWld attack inst the· city on the 14th or • It 



Cl ined. al'.'mS attack le d by fOUl't or five tWe i"olloved y aimroxitlatel;r tvo 

battalion& or infantry. Th attack Vas trom the n.r. ARVN tillerr disorganiraed 

~"" 
the infantry and. !nnioted. avy oattualties . One of' the T54 tank penet.rat«i t.tie peri-

met ut was d&stroyod by a LAW. Tvo other t4lnk8 

TOW ircra.ft+ Cunshf: ollg the tleain en y forces., 

ing or 21 Mn • It 

hed int"antry at.tack f'rom the North:. Tho on m:y- ws su.ccassM in ~in . three 

penetrati®a of th.a AIM rimeter.. TM penetrations re contained, am, by the 

exd of' tho day an ARVN ounterattaek uas cucc a in ejectin tho enemy !\tid reet.orin 

the FE!A. 

Cb the ~5th of y an nemy oapper battol.ion, rep."'rtedly d:eesaed in AFN? unifcnll!, 

inf'iltratod the south ea.stern por-tion ot tho city and occupied 1.t'. Thia cl.oaed the ah\.. 

field.. ~ helicopte:ra wer f'oroed. to stage out of a small Special Forees oompwnd 

located 4KM ·au.th of' the city know as the F~ pad'• The sou.them portion 

of tho oity s d !'exrled m tly by local RY/PF unit.a. 

The enomyta main att ol· camo on the early orning of the 2 t.h of 'ie:/. It ws 

att ok from th& north t. Tho enemy conducted an intense 
~ 

artillery preparation prior to the assll.alt. Armored Forces led th atta.ok ·a.r:d lolOra 

foll by larp infantry forirationa1
• Bet e:i tf/00 hour.a and 0900 hours the air 

TOW aircra.tt destroyed nino ~· 1 one truck and several lllachina 

otrat1ol'l9 ere l!lade in the north._ st 

quadr nt snd ARVtf fore re f'oroed back into the cltf • The n '1' ~ontitnted these 

arma attack to the next several da and although t.1101."G vere almost con-

tin hip support th arry h:.ed the eastern nortion of the 

city to include the airfield. 0£ great sirf..ni/ico:n.ce is the ct that he "f;/ 1S52 strikes 

pOUl'ld the enemy's staging and OUbd over which h w attacking. Thia 

fact probably- was the single moat ixnportant f otor in the ~ ntualy allied victory 

s-:-



At the tilne 1-t ws not known hov bndly thos · ARC light std~ 

faet .only beca e\ddent. as the bo.ttle o::tressed. 

CAl the 29th of M y the situation vas extremely grave•. It did not pnear tl t .. 
A!NJ~ rorcos vould be a le to conduct a. suocoss 1 ccmntarattac1'. 

other pOint that t e noted is t.ho.t early in f·!ay- QL14, in the area of the 

Konttl?l paso , had been o1osed b7 one:my units . Thia denied the allies the ability t o 

reinforce from Pl.eiku, 1 road. 

The oitus.tion improved sor:ievhat on the ,3oth of' May e.a it beoa.ne vid.ent that t 

enemy no lotlo"Cr -apable of reinf'Ol"oing his units vitM.n the city. 

On the first or June triondly ele nts eg n to rat o tho cnthern portion o t e 

oity. After three d ys of bard, costly houso to hblllre fi hting the southeaatel."n 

qi ad.rant s refo.kon 'b the A.RVt; . All efr<>rts re eonoentr tad on the lfortheaat s 

llumeJ:"OU.s airstrfkes and hip support assisted the effort . The i'i ~:1ng was 

extr mely itter and costly to both sid t On th 9th of .rrm the 
13 (r IA 

2.)RD Div c ,,...ariler Vdeclared t city ooured . Tl1ia; for all intents and pUrpOae ") 

ended the 'battle of Kontum, although sporadic contact contmued ~or th next tyo 

Th vieto..17 was truly an allied ef'fort. It 3..s true that Amorica.n fire payer 

did most of' the killing h e r, 1t vauld not have P.en successful if tha AR'm 

soldiers had !lot been able to hold the enemy. Th coat of the Vietn se effort 

" s very high o.ni alth°'®l 00100 of us nre ouick to cr:ttuise• it nust e remambar 

that t.."wy did moot of the d mg" 
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