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The recent major battles that have taken pi ace in Vietnam should be studied 

for valuable lessons that may aid us in future conflicts . 

The Spring Offensive of 172 was as close to a mid-intensity environment as we 

have experienced since the Korean War . The enemy committed major battle formations 

in the attack. The offensive saw the introductcion by the enemy of significant 

numbers of armored vehicles, artillery pieces and surface to air missil!es . We 

found it necessary to change some of our tactics especially our helicopter tactics . 

1 e found that in fact, we could operate in an intense environment. T. e adjusted 

psycologicall:r, tacticclJ.:;, e .. i.1c1 tech.:1.1.cc..::.J.y to our new situation. The initial 

shoe.~ of the appearance of enemy arl'1or was overcome and new s;y-stens were L1troducad 

to counter the threat such as the ground and air 'I'~ . The surface to air SA.-7 

missiles, al though ini tia*r effective, were eventually countered . .Probably the 

most sif.:nifi cant adjustment however, was the psychological one . ile quicltly 
' 

recovered our mental balance after the initial shock of the new enemy threats . 

~Ihat theLl o.re sane of the experiencies that deserve some thoucht for future 

• application? I will attempt to identify so11e of then as they become evident during 

the Battle of Kontum. I offer these ideas as a stimul.'1s for constructive thoueht . 

/. 



N ofl-S 

.antULJ. is a city of approxirlatel;y 60,COO inhabitants about 30 Ki.l l·orth 

of leiku in the Gentral Highlands . .J.Juring the Llonths of Jan, Feb, and ·.iarch 

of 1972 a large enemy build up was detected in the valley area SW of Dak To 

and 1 orth West of Kontum. During this period elements of the 221.D ~7N Div . were 

located North West of .Kontum to counter the enemy threat . 1'JOs t of the vi~ forces 

ere deployed in fire support bases (FSB) along a le.rge ridge line that ran i,orth 

and South, paralled to L14, J.iv of Kontum city. Tltls ridt;e line was known as 

JI 11Hocket ~iidGe 11 • ther forces were loc<J.ted ot the Dale To air stri:1 '3..l1.d the Div . 

l.O. ~'he conpoun.d w ::: ref ered to as '.Can La..L.11 . 

:.-.aiy·er :;:,att2.c.ions occupied the border camps alone t .. 10 Laos nnd Ccnbodian 

borders . 
,., 12 

Ben :Iet which is :.ocrited approxi.2:late1; 15 IGI fost of !Jr~: .LO war occu_)ie' 

r~nger batto.J..ions . olei lilenr.; loc~tec a.bout 20 DI ~est of I~ntu.":l uas oc-

cupied b~r 0!1e ranr;er battalion. 

Jl'or purpooes of discuss::..nc the Dc.ttle of Koatlm Wllmvc divided the be.tt.1e 

into t:rrcc distinct phases . hase I was the 1attlc f 117r the Fire Support bases 

j,.-24 pril . hase :i.I was the bPti.le for the border camps 5-9 Lay . Phase II::: 

was the battle for I~ntlliil CitJ 14 Lay to 9 June • 

.ulem.ents of the irborne bric;ade were noved into KontULl durin.:; t he month of 

J anuar-.f to counter what was believed to be a major ener1y t durine, r , r:i 
... ... J. . 

'I'hese units occupied :::'Sb 1 s on the southern portion of J.1oc.cet :lidge and eJ.onc .114 

1;ortl1 of Kontu.LJ. . Their .:Ondquarters was loc ted in the vicini t;:,' of the snall 

vilJ.o.r;e of 'lo Dinh. 

Gv . So. e "iiot"1XJ.ese :..o::ir .~a.11'"0 :rintro '...s hlso proviC.cd intc'...J.i~)c~:ce i.:.for::J.ation. 
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The anticipated TZT offensive never developed . However, during the month of 

I-larch enemy attacl:s by fire (ABF 1 s) increased in intensity ai;;ainst the FSB 1 s located 

on llB.oclrnt · idgett . Enemy heavy ant:i.Jtircraft weapons were 11oved in on both sides 

of the ridge line making helicopter operations extremely hazardous . It was 

believed that elements of the 320th NVA Division were making the attacks . Intelli-

gence reports also reported that the 2}ID NVA Division was located somewhere north 

of DaL To and moving south. 

The enemy launched it's first major ground assualt on the ~f April. It 
yz.r 

wo.lhappened that a CH-47 had been shot down in ~ Rire Ease Von the 31st of 1-Ja.rch 

and after several days of unsuccesful attempts to rescue the crew a package of 

five :JI::....1 'o and sj_x A:.~-1 G ~w.1si1ips had been c.ispatched at first lie;ht to recover 
~==----1'1~~ Nii•/ r /I~ "'f ''(ti 

the dotmed creu on the il . The fire power of the gunships turned the 

tide at the .l!'SB and by midmorning t he enemy had broken off his attack leavine 
c 1/--4"? 

several hundred dead behind . The next day the~ crew was recovered without 

incident. 

During the next several weeks all the FSb 1 s on ltoc~et 1Hdge came under intense 

AB?t s and CJ:'Olli1d attacks . The defenders uere supported by 'l'a.c .d.ir, Prtiller:;-, ru1d 

cunships. Intense antiaircraft fire took a heavy toll of aircraft however, huge 

losses were inflicted on the eneray . 'I'he .l.rl.VlJ soldiers from the 22l~D Div a...11d 

2hD Abn bde did well in defending the:j.r 12osJ ti9ns. • ~ m,, ks -~"'7':,., ~ .!f 
/'r?A-1 .••S./ 7:~< r,71(/..J 6°.!'li' /(<>~£<e7 ,K,p?~ "'1"'4:11"6* • 0 •- r~t' h,;--v / \ '!/). On the 2~'J of April the 22ND Div FWD &..•s at Tan Canh crune under intense 

attacks by fire . 'lhere were four ll.RVl~ J.·-'41 tanlrn located within the compound. 

Three of these were destroyed by surface to surface wire guided missiles. The,/' 

ABF 1 s continued throughout 
/r~VN 

ripprox:Luately 12UC ftroops . 

the 22hD and 23RD. 1-H thin the compound there were 
~L/;e~.s t 

About haL' uf these ~.:; were sup._Jci·t •![lllla'-·~JPl~+.-Y.e{ 

-f:ne rest uere cor:bat troop::;. ll1erc were &.bout 1D U.;) advisors loccted at Tan 1.h.11h 

dl:rinc this -'Jeriod. On the 24th of 9Pil ene11y forces leunched a lciree scale 

comllined arms attacl:. The ettacl: was spearheaded by about 12-15 tanl:f..' that 
::::r_ 



drove down the highway from the Northeast throu~h the town and attacked the compound~ 

in the early morning . The tanks drove with their lights on and fired as 

they approached . They were supported by another tank element from a hill located abo t 

1500 meters l~orthwest of the compound. 

The ARVN support troops broke first and ran out to the south of the compound. 

Their panic effected some of the combat troops many of whom also fled . The situation 

c::;! t~:r-.ucd to deter:.orate and "r.;y niO. norni.."1C t:10 ... .. 8 • .i visors Fere forced to :.1~:0 

their escape . The 221iD Div CoDliilcnder l,ol Dot wi.s apparentl:r ca~tured by the ener.iy. 
.) ,) 

The loss of Ten Canh and especiDlly tho lose of the ... ieadquarter::: element hen 

c disasterous effect on the J uni ts . • l"'eneral withdrawal be can with many of the 

uni ts fleeing before eneaginc the enemy. The enemy armor had a trer:1enc1ous shoc1: 

effect on the G.efenders . The one reillaining H41 at Tan Car$, never came into ection. 
,)/~'"-" 7; 6"'1t L 

There was one 106illt}1~owever, it is not believed that it was used at all. 'l'here 
j (j; ~/vis"'-<-~ 

are reports of several LA.lfS being fired~thout s~ccess . 
T'ne friendly forces on the FSB 1 s on nocket ~ idge abandoned their bases or 

were driven off . As the forces made their wa~ to the base of the ridge they were 

ambushed . 'ine withdrawal turned into an exercise in escape and evasion. i·Jany 

of the .Al\V:t~ Troops were lost9 About three-hundred made their way to ben net where 

they were airlifted bac.< to Y>.0ntum. The 21ID bn troops die a little better /v..r:d uost 
-.f-l(;~d l y /'os; r; •~$ 

of them made it back to M4 Mhere4}o.sry usrro pi cked np end hraJJ cht. hac'- +a Kortum 

:::, r. re::ml t o:? _._ ... e actios.l tl1e 22:.n -..V;., Div wns considered no J.once:..~ coi.lucc 

effective L'nd wi thdrmm f oon the battle orea to be reorganized ru1d :Cetrained . 
,.,,11/0 ,,.,·ry , F 11i .c. 

The "2i. JJ l.:a ...ide was pulled bac~->: to the aigon o.ren to def end the capital. 'l'he 

mission of defendinr., :!~min.ill uae civen to the 2JnlJ tlfi,J Div whi-ei:1 u·: ... l ee@iie8 i n 

LJ•;a , i ·••urt>i't. T"ne Division was moved fro::J -r c= } e 'l'Ii8lFt to :>.0nt1.l.Ll. during the leBt 

wee:~ of ::iril and tl1e first two weeks of: !'DY. 



For noD.c rco.::;0:1 the oner::." did ·1ot ex;iloi t rltllf' ~1is in:i_ tfo.l ::rL:ccccs . InsteaO. 

of contiau.inc 0:1 to .1...ontun :ie tui·necl his attcr.tion to the t110 -0order camps of 

1'olei .1.Qenc anc'. Len ilet . 

because of tl.1e eneny tan:~ attacl:s in this area two I~u.i-11> aircraft with 

the T :·I Cairborne S;') ster.i) were sent to lei;:u b:' the 1st via tion Lric,ede . They 

were locr>ted at 0a.:J.p :Iollowa:' and placed. under the control of the 17tJ.1 lio11but 

viation Group . 7h::_s EJste11 al thouch c:ii..-perimental at tb.e tiue proved to be 

e}:tre11e:J.:' effective . '.!.'he aircrc,ft uned the call sicn 11 .·i.: fh. 1 s CT' J• . 

aerial l'Osui;111:' of roi~'.l.forcCL.lent virtually ill~;ossib1e . '.;:'he c...efenc~crs :1eld 

out under al.no st co11ti:1ous r:_rtiJler;-,-, rcc: .. et, and. nortr il fire lint:_:_ tne <Jtl1 of 

Lay ullcn the:r ev"c-i_rtcd. the ca::1p lcavi.1.:.; 10st of tho~_r im~ic~ec1 rncl so::e cle:;endc:its 

(--, t.1e Gth of J.~.:' .bC'l ... ct crnc under attac:- by .i'.:'ire a.1d suck_h~.ec:. a lCJ.•c,e 

airborn T ~~a L r-<..(t,., ,1... 
I 

lth011£.;!1 the .i."'olem i .. len: canp was lost, t::o necond )lw.co of the battle served/ 

tuo verJ good purposes for the allies . :::n continued the nttri tion of the enemy's 

conbat power and provided much needed tine . 

'I'he ::iast elemente of the 2311.D Div moved into defensive positions on the 13th 

of l'laY. The friendly positions were generaly as depicted on figure 2 • 

.r\ontu.m city was receiving enemy rocket and artillery fire daily. The airfield 

r emained open and was used by C-130 1 s for resupply and as a star,cing field for the 

aircav troop.J gunships R.nd the~ TOW aircraft . 

The first ground attac.- 8gainst the cit~- ceme on the 14th of ·~y . It "W2f 

-
~l 

" 
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brttnlions of i:urmtr;;- . 'i.'he c.ttac:c was fro:i:l t:.1e 1:: • 

the i1~~:mtry and inflicted heavy c~sual ties . Cne of the T54 tc.;.:L.s pcnetrnted the 

periaeter 1rt uas destroyec ty n LAil. Two other tn!L:s were cestro:·ed t:r tLe f'irborn.e 

'.:' 1 Qf_ 1. £+ . lli1 
•• • .. u -, -·ishi:Js encacec~ the fleeinc ene::u;,- forces . 

'...'he next attac: cri.i1e in ti1e eflrly L1ornine of 21 lUiy . It was a ree:i.r:iental 

sizeC: i11.fantr:,- nttucL frou the i;orth . The e!1emi- uas rucces--f U:. in r:.01dac three 

penetrn.:bions of the A.1.V1; pcriueter . '.i'he penetrations were contained, 1~~JJQF1 by the 

end of the day an As.Jr1. counterattack was successful in ejecting the enemy and restoring 

the FtBA. 

On the 25th of ·iay an eneuy sapper battalion
1 

reportedly dressed in AHVl; uniforms
1 

infilt rated the south eastern portion of the city and occupied it. 'I'his closed the air-

field . Our helicopters were forced to staee out of l'1 small upecial Forces compound 

located 4l"Ji south of the city .. ' '13:&' 1 'Jt!• known as the FOB pad . 'n::e ... oi:l:i:lhe111 poril 'Sil 

a lcr~e cori'uined arL1s c.ttc.c~: fro11 the north er.st . The enen:- conducted ai1 intense 

artille!"'J _?reparation prior to tl1e assunl t . Armored Forces J.ed the attac~~ and were 

followed b~~ t:Je infrntry fomntions . Between C700 hours and C9W hours/the al:-. 

TOH nircr&ft 11 dea troyed nine tan.l:s, 0:1e true:- nnd severrl uach:i.ne gun posi tiomi . 'i11is 

succes:: f?lowed the eneuy but did not stop !:lin. .tenetrntions were r:Hi.de in the nortJ.1 eart 

quc..drant nnd ,nvi. forces were forced 1ac~: into the cit~- . '.l'he eneL1y cont:!.m:.ed those 

cor1bined aiLis attac;:s for the next Eevcral days and tl thou[,h thc_'E: mme nlLl.ost con-

tinou::: airstr-!.: cs find gunship :::upport t:lE: ene::iy gained the easter:i :>ortion of the 

city to ir.iclude the airfield . Cf creat significance is the fact that heavy B52 strikes 

pounded the enemy's stagine areas and the ground over which he was "ttacl:ing. This 

fact probably was the single uost impot tant factor in the even tu~ allied victor.r., 

At the time it was not known how badly these TtC lii:;ht stri~rns were hurting the enemy. 

6-



Thi s fact only became evi dent as t he ba ttl e p r ogr essed . 

On ~ 2~ of Hay the sit uation was extremely erave 9 i t di d no t appear t hat 

fo rces would be able t o conduct a successgul count er a t t ack. 

Ano t her point t hat must be noted is t hat ~in ~·~L1 4,-in the 

Kontll.41 pase had been closed by ene11y uni ts 9 

reinforc~ FO"" from Pleiku, e::, ~ 
Alfll# 

This denied the &d!l±oe the 

ene:i~c wa:: no lancer ce_;:)nble of roinforcir;.c i..Lis uni ts witl.Li:l the cit~ • 

ar ea of the 

ability to 

Cn tlle first of J.une frienc:J.;/ olenents Lec'l.n to retake tl1e soutl.Lern .._)ortion of the 

l.-,,i:_1erous £drstr:L:os £ll1C1. c;uns~tl~;' SUi)lJOrt • I . El ac:::2-cted tl...e effort . ;l'l10 fichth1s 

m's e:dro:1ol:- Litter rnd coct1:· to Lot~1 cides , ~~ tl:e 9th r:: ;,-,,__8
1 

:_.J:;evor, 

the 23-~ lJ:..v corlLlandor 0.ec"'- reC::. t:1e cit:- r..e,c.,; .rec. . This for all intent s and purposes 

ended the battle of Kontutl , al t hough sporadic contact continued for the next two wee_:s . 

'i'he victoFJ was truJ_;/ an allied effort. It is true that .American fire power j 
did most of the killing however, it would not have been successful if tl1e .l.tlVN. . 

soldiers hac not been able to hold the eneLJ.~- . The cost of the Vietnamese effort 

war ver;y- high and al thouch sone of us are qui cl: to cri tizise, it rmst Le remembered 

t that the~~ did Ilost of the a:-inr; . 

Ui t:1 tho clori t:T of hL1c~sicht we c~n ex2nine tlie bo.tt.1o rnd see u:1rt errors we::..,e 

..--:--, 
-- ( ..1.J. S'Te thc1·e ere il<' .• 1:- Fho uouJ_c~. quic~:J..:· ta2:e issue • doa 1 t believe it 

was )laimed that ua:· it is ;;1;-/ coTtention tl1r:tt, tn f2.ct, I::rntui.1 io an exeuple of' tLe 

:,10Li.1.o dofc_1se anc: no such mi.:; provide soue i;1tm.·estinc ins:!.cht into wlmt we mo.;;-

use Ll ti.10 future o "'··~ ' 

: 3110sc it m:rctlc1, be c~ppropric.te here to discuss so:::ie defini tiol1S o .\. :1obiJ_e.' 

7 
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de:.'em:e 5.s one in wl1icll the de.:'e!lder plan::: for en eneLJ.:v penetration wlrl.ch will be 

bloc:t:ed and then a colli"1ter qt tac:: will be conducted to d.estro'· the eneny ~.trill Hirn 7Ae. ,,,,,,,~.rt.e. .. el ~ T W~1'c.-' ;r,,,,,.I . ; &0Hl111.r~,1 ii /J/df/IN 

within tb.e penetrat ion. The defense is oriented illore on the destruction of the enemy 

than on the retention of ground . ~~liiililili,_.::\.21~ use of the terrain to r.ssist in this 

destruct.ion is escential . '.i.his defense tlso asm.lliles that souo attrition of the 
r~ ltC.~C 

eneny forces will have takeci pl11ce prior to his P.rriv11l in the area where the ' · · e 
iµ,'l ( j~,~"°'l~ '1~c./,, ... ,,)' f!l'tf 1"f • ..J. 
b~u ie 1is ~ o s ti tte!t-. The destruction of the enemy will be the resulj:; of the judicious 

and timely application of co :i.·u t ower . ,fore in, I think, lies the Ley to the defem:t::o 

That is, the tir.lely 'lJ licrt:':.on of combat power . -Coubat power mPy be defiriec ~s the total force of ua&ver end fire _)Guer . 1:.is 

equation of m~ver and fire power her ·..,·:vi ouc:y chn.nged over the :>•ears . 
I 

t one tic .e 

t.1e cor::.w.r'naer hrd only lPrt;e r.1c....fuver forces PV"i:.~'u.!.G to proviO.e coLbat pou.::_· 

arti:J..::.er;; ) "1::.e eC1l...~tion too .. on '1 neu :oo> rnd the coll!Y..i16er 

o '" l !pltA · 1 ~ ~" ' 'tl t . 

[ Ll)Ollc1e1· "'..!ld es ... --eci~J.ly 

cou.J.d r..p;i:::..~· both Ll.anuver ana :::ire . ...-c ec.m o .... ow~ roviaec us vi 1 a i:;reP er r..na 

creater fire capabili t~- co:..bat ;iower became ..iorc nn npplicflt:Lon 0£: fire power rather 

thru1 nE>~ver . 'i th the introduction o-S: nucler-.r uenpons to the l:cttle fielO. 5.t io obviouc 

that the equation for conbat power is now dominated by fire a..'1<l we can anticipate this 

trend to continue in the future . 

I1. torus of our Llobile defense, when we refer to the destruction of the eneny 

within the penetration filost 

e 
of us visualize the employnent of our armor heavy reserve, 

;.. o._ ( , .. ,., .... ,,,,, ... -:.i-c. _.,,..., 

in other words
1
our nanuver force, to do the 1.illing !' er haps we should think more in 

t ern.s of counterattack by fire rather than manuver . The manpower that mBlces up a 

mani:tiver force in the fut ure may well be very limited in numbers and surely will be 

nmxt our most valuable resource . 'I'he point is, we must thin.'i{ more in t erms of fire -:-----

power when we consider combat power . 
-.. 

~oking back 'J.t the battle of Kontun~. it is possible to see how the defense was 

# 



in fact, a uobile defense in which the decisive blow uas the fire power used to destro:t 

...t4_ .. ~~ ~ .... .JJ JlillfS <.o,.,/~I. 7<- I Ar Cc~ /;) 
t~1e e:1e1rr wi th:L1 the -00:1ot.ration. / .... re. '" t:f / 
'-~"'' c_~ Ar<•! i;vv,:'-¥~..f 17.""- l/~ 't_ ~F 1-vo ?r!'.. vfo./ lJt'v/.r,"1,v S A-f~,·1o11l- lf/'1'll"";,,..,,,,_r,';t '11i~t. 
µv~ IJ,'v_/s1">"'r, • 

Ihe city of l~ntum was, from the beginning, the enemy's objective . Tl1is is an 

essontieJ. fact and provides the startinG point fa~ ,an analysis of the terrain and how 
~~ ~ . t(".-.,,.:. , . -&-

the defense was to be conducted . By studying the map one can see that the river 

that runs east and west on the south side of the city pieesents an obstaule to large 

troop for.w.ations and vehicles . ....U. though the river uas low, due to the dry season, it 

diii restrict novenent . - ith this in nind a lo:ree)scDle attacl' from the south was 

unlikel;l • The terrain to the northwest of the city offers a good avenue of appro2ch 

however, it is fairly open ground and as such large troop concentrations could be 

detected from the air . 1'he terrain directly north and northeast of the city is nount-

ainous and heavily vegetated with triple canopy jungle . }'his area lent its elf well j )) t-/1 if.(; ;,. (;!1'1 '/!';--? M"O "4,, "_.y-. "' ..:"11cnT1'!!!!::;! 8.,.r!f4..~- F".: t t . 
for enemy staging purposes . So this~ would probably be the most lDcely staging &rea. 

In order fo li the enemy to move large uni ts into this area from his sanctue.:bies in 

the tri-border area, i * ms necessal"IJ for him to cross the valley that runs northwed 

fron :;ontmn. and is located between l.:.14 on the east and .t'<.Qcl:;:et ~~idt:;e and t!1e river 

iioi.;evcr, tho valJ.e~r is 

for the defense of the 

elir..1L1ate the FSb 1 8 before '1ovii-1G 1.s.rge u..'llts tb.rout;h the valle~- . 

'J:,1e .• :'i;;.u' s 2.ocatecl on ... i.octet .t.idge, Da: '.i.'o a:id '.:.'an Genh provided the initial :_Joints 

of contact and the initial defense positions . 'i'he purpose of the :l!'&b 1 s was to begin t he 

attrition of the enemy . Once the bases came under at tac~~ it wao :i.11possib1e to reinforce 

theu so to think of becoLlinz decisi vel;r enc;aged. in a battle for these bases would be 
} 

extremel~r foolisho lt was also a good economy of force tactic in that e large area 

covered with a relatively SLlall 
C IHIH.. 17<. c. c."' ._._ y '14 /"'t .+ s .s .1 

lit\1 iii& ui ii fire power a e 
r~i~tl"J co i ~ 

~ avr:" 
forceo f these bases could holQ./'oHt lolli enough 

i'iFlHi In 

w~s 
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:'net thi.:3 is exr.ctly uhat happened . ':i.'he enel\)'2 paid c. ver;/ heav··J price to e1:iJ.1il1ate 

the '~::rs . 'i'he weakness in these outer positions was the Div i.i.eadquarters;at Tan Co.nh. 

Lecause of its location otrl relatively low ground and the lack of an &dequate antitank 

defense..,..... ~e base fell quickly. It is significant to note that the ranger camps which/ 

were located even further out were not affected by the loss of Tan Canh primarily because 

they were under a different command . 'l'he lesson to be learned here is the danger in 

placing a headquarters element in a relativel~' exposed positiOn. ~om.e of the FSB 1 s 
ollM iar,,,1 f<J 

on Rocket Hidge had come under intense attacl: and a couple were e:u:en oms i!lll.N but 

their loss did not ::irecipitate the ge1'..eral collapse that resulted from the loss of 

.J.fter the Ff>E 1 s were lost, a:.1 effective de1o..y could have co~1tinued if t~l@ @efonii:oreo 
~ 

war i' flil8fH!H12;~2 Ol[;e:!Med . Unfortunatelv thierms not the case . I t:tln::. t:1e point that m 

must be reLlEm.bered here is that the allies croatest advanta.ce, 7imssi ve fire power, 

could only be effectively e::lploJred aiJainst the enemy when he was Ll3.ssed. . Whe11 ..... .ever he 

concentrated sufficient forces to attacl: a base he was a good tarc;et for ~fire 

coue out of ni!s D!!if.e± s aikl mees i'8r Piil 

dispersed e:1e:::.u uni ts Lloved in closer 

to their final objective, l\.ontllilll Jl1'1ey had to become more concentrated there~by 

resenting a better target lier ~ . I don't believe it was by design but the fact 
.J 

that the eneuy was able to overco11e the initial resistance, to break through so-to 

spea..:._, actually aided J::. efforts ~ destroyjmg him.. unce he had massed around c [ 7, 
R~ -rt J. ~ ""··~·i; t:e ' ·- t' •.. ,, $. 

KO~tum, ~ in 'ifM area already deteruined his most li~ely staging a~ea, 

-t%...._ "'ti"rAI... w e,1< r. r .., u,.~l/.l-011 ~ 6-. la1tovr/,, T 
'w.i'o eottleFMiag e1o],;I;' ~n~t powerYto bear . nee he was blocked witltln the 
J t-7"f'f ~ ,fl( <.#f. CriJ v tJ J ~ U/llJ_,;, ;.t~ 
.Ji?PdPa±i an Hi 92-afustwi a counter_.attac:~Ynot by mm~ver forces }mt rather by nassi ve 

D._:1!1:1-~_ca.tions of fire ;iouor . ':L'hc o:Jjcctivc uc.c the costrLwtioi1 of ·C:.10 e:.1e::;J.;T forces 

2.:1d. t:1a t is exactl:-:- what too~~ place around l.OntUD ci t:r . 

I 



l'his batt1e provided an opportunity to observe our reaction to a relc.tively 

sophisticated. enviro:nent. s uentionod earlier tne spring offens:.vo was the occasion 

for the introduction of new weapons and tactics . 

'l'he introduction b~· the oner; of ar.w.oreci vehicles had a siGnificnnt :i:w.pc.c:J 

thoug.1 there nad been re:)orts of enetJ.:y· aruor 
~~~~rc-O?~~~m-:;r:~~J) 

what was about to ta.l~e p:J.ace . 'I'his failure to prepare ini tialy cost us heavy losses . 

lt is interesting to note that after the initial shock was over individual soldiers 
fµ&c,~/;I (,. 7 

did engage enemy tanks with · 1 s . Cur failure was not so much in not providing 

equipL1ent but rather in not preparing the Vi·; soldiers mentally for an 8.l7J!ll!1r~d attack ~ 

ne wonders how well our individual soldier is pre_Jared to fac ·1 enemy armored 

vehicle . 

'l;he enen;;r aruor threat brought about tho introduction of the '.I' s-,yste:..10 to Viet 

As mentio:1ed earlier t:1is systen ua:= extre:.:iely I 
p,Jrt..~~1 i.. , 1.011.,.,,11 ''7 f!tey '"" 11•'-tf c.. • 

available, each nr:1ed vit:1 G :.iis::;i::..cs . ~ io of the effective . '1':1ere were two [1ircrn.ft 

sic:rl.:?ico .• rt. l:!Ditinc factors of the s~-stc:..1 uo::; t:.1.e aircraf't itce.::..f . ':..l.1e ~·u~~--1.u 1-:Bs 

these lini totio.118 will "'..,e eliw.i~1~ted when t:ie s:., ste:i is 11ounted on o. 'Letter 8.irframe 

,1r,.,,To f " 
cm ... ,:..o~-ec~ c~s ~ l)f:l.C~ .. ~c;e 

two ai.:-1 G e£'cort cw1ships and one u.:i.-1 •. coui.mi1d and control r.ircraft.Anytillf lle 
l/M~~{y 

system was sent out this pac:~age went wi tl"f to ~ the T l packa e would be 
~~~n ~I 

launched mm'G.y soueone else) such as the aircav or a li'.ACJ ~ locateJa suitable target. 

nee the paclrnge was in the target area who ever had locl'lted the target would point 

it out to the Uc...<., aircraft . 'Ihe C.S:.C, efter evaluating the target and deternining 

t...'1e best direction of ettacl:, would vector the T ,l aircraft in. The two gunships 

provicied protection for t:1e slouer moving ·'I' aircraft . ::..t ua::; demonstrated that the 

# 



J 
anything from .;tank to the tube of a 105 artillery piece . he range of the system 

kept the aircrei't well out of small ams range . During the battle of hon tum I do no:t 

:~now of ei t..11er aircre.ft being hit in the air . 

t: e £,ll.Imers ability to visually i'ix the tarGet . l thouE!h the sightinG s;:..·steu pro-.;iC.es 

EOIJ.e ar.c~ll.fication it was often t:i.Lles extre:n.ely difficult for tl1e gunner to detect the 

A ,-JJ.a. Jy 
tnreet ~· · vt!l.e foiloge or clutte1· of the battle field . :lhi1e the o.1e:.1;y- w1s 

fot t:1e attacl: we had grec.t difficult~' actuall;/ locati. r :us tan:::s . 

very sidllful at providine- cove)'and concealment for lris vehicles . .Iouever , 

. , 1 1 d.. "t . , . ~hi~.·.. , ..:!. " ::L 1 • -u.1.1e:.1 ie aunc.1e • is aG ac_: c: .usy.e c._os oec" e e3~3eeea "'=!-C •. ere re2erna::Visls5-

' .j. " ~l t t f tl . b '" . .i. thi" ru1r .j.\hi" s J.0 s +~~ SJ.0 

"""' 4 lnl.• cant ~eerrPlh:ee: ·me' ••f8i1'i easy CJ.'IZe s ·or _1e air orn 1 ~ w --= """"'-'· 

point we should understapa ~or future application. n another battle field it uay not -t. 
be wise to send our T equiJped helicopters out in search of enemy targets but rather 

hold theI!l in relatively secured areas until lucrative/exposed targets are located by 

other means . One can also visualize er;iploying the T · helicopters against enemy 

armor penetrations . 

destroying enemy 

Thiw:ing again of our mobile defense this system may be ideal for 
fl.<- /, 17/,. Jt e~ 

or within a;: }'8118lii"B:ti:el.'l'. e may use fli!!hts of these aircraft 

as a significant portion of our com1ter ett.l'lc;:::.nc force . 

Nil.10 o::' -v.s ::;.1ous u:w:l; J.ies C.:.1ecd or 1Iha:C. oo..tt2.os 1m iL.a:r oe called upon to ficht . 

·- :1ope Tu.mt this discussion :ms ]rovided aoue i~1terestin~ iclec.s, ,.. nd stfiluJ.ated a li ttihe 

i:1terest L1 loo::ing at our recent experience for lessons that L.la,; be trc..ns~ ".ted to 

other thertere at other tilles. 

I<. , 
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