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(BAI s6 I TH6NG TIN CHl~N THUA.T CUA HAI QUANJ 

KY THU~ T VlJQ'T SONG CUA DICH 
Hal Quin O~I Ta Nguygn Ng9c Quynh 

i~ - n.r<Yng h~~ dMn hlnh. 
l'ron;i nh&ng thing dau nim 1972, cac tin tli-c tinh bfo cung nbtr kEt qua banh quin l\lc 

IO.it cho thly dau vt\ dtch thtrtrog VU'Q't qua s6ng S er nhl~u diem. 

Vt~C tu~n tl~u va ph\IC ldch ci!m b~ng glang l1irsh dllQ'C gia tfog rhutJg U1er.i? d~t du~c 
~~t qua ding k~. Vl~c iha irOi giang dinh ban dem d~ rinh b3t djch rat kh6 th\l'C hien vl dong s6n1 
l . 1.,nh o~. u6o khuc qu! ntitlu, khlen giang dinh mau t~p vto ber, khOng trot xa duQ'c. 

Ve sau, nh..:r nli h,rc tim ki~m k9 hr&ng, glang dinh ctia ta da phit gUc ra dU'Q'C m¢t .~ ghe 
.1 ... , hin nho, nh~n chlm dl dau trong ck cira r:;.ch iin ra song. M6i ghe c6 c¢t m¢t ho~c hai do~n 

. d y d~l cht'rng ban ioo met ~t>lng bl rOng cita sting). ft tau sau l~i bat dtrQ'c mOt phao gom nhliu 
· ml~ug mlS? (Styrofoam) hhih hOp Uvn gap dOl eve g~ch the), du th~nh m¢t chu6i d~I. ktm mil 
ch~!\ va de do~n dly dM. 

r 

. u .. 1('; di~m ky thu~t. ' 
a. Khl ~u6n VU'Q't &Ong, mot ten dich (chi mOt t~n) cheo thuy~n ho~c lOl qi;a sOng mang 

thi:o dau d~y c¢t ghe. 

b. K:hi t6'1 b~ ban kla, ng1.ta l hole vOt d\lng dt.rQ'C cho xu<Sng ghe. Sau kbl dl quan sit k}', 
chSc chjn kh6ng c6 ata~g dlnh cua ta 0- gln, djch se dung dly c¢t d~ keo ghe thit mau qua song. 

c. VM k)t thu~t nay, dich c6 th~ VU'Q't song mau nh~ v6'l niOt ghe rn;ly, ml l:)l kh6!1g gly 
ttEng dOug, kh6ng ton kem val tr<Y ng~I kf thu~t. Vi chuy~n dich mau nhtr v~y nen co th~ chO- qua 
&6ni! m~t khlSi htQ"ng v~t U~u 16-n tron1 m¢t thM gtan ngan. Ngoal ra cfing vi v~y ml glarig dir.h 
Cua ta kh~ng phit &l~C ltJp, ho~c du e6 thly ciing khan I kf p tpol Vtra tam SUn& trtr6'C khl ghe qua ba 
ben kta. Nfu c6 mau cilng cbl bl't klp lan vttQ't sang dau ti~n, nhtrng chi b!it dtrqc m¢t ten Ia cur.g. 

d. Gh~ chl c6 th~ dl trong r~ch vi khu2n vie di :xa rat bat tien, nfo dJch con phai mang 
thto quin dyna kh!c. Tdl l~l v6't phao m6p nb1;, dfch c6 th! dem di khi xa va dlu du trong b<Y. 
Tuy nhl~n pbao ~uni .ldl• c~mg k•nb, dt kh6 mang khl phai chui qua b\ll dy r~m r~p. 
J, Phan ttng claa ta. 

Nt1ay khl ~chlm phi tm mU'ta tran cua dicb, ck glang dinh a·:i di lt)n1 kilm de tjch thu ho~c 
,ph.l buy de tibe vl phao n61 trtn. 

4. Nhi)n dinh. 
Mu.6n d9t dU'Q'C httu qul t~t, de blen pl}ap sau dly can dtrQ"C ap dyng: 

a. Glan1 dlub pbal dl 11,tc solt v~o hie n116'c rbna 1h, hie d6 ghe ae oh6 ten m~t nU'6'c. Cb3 
? ~~o euOo co tb' 061be cb1m 4 dwlrHtt ·\l .... ,.-... ~· 
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Enemy River Crossing Technique 

Captain Nguyen ~·~goc Quynh 

1. Typical case. 

It! t'. te early months of 1972, intelligence information as well as the results 
of £:tO!a rch operations indicated signs of suspected enemy river crossings at 
various poiats along river S. 

An incre::i.se of nigl1t patrols an<l ambushes conducted by river craft did not 
oLtain uE!sirable results. It is difficult to use river craft at night 
to search for the enemy because of the sinuosity of the river which drives 
tl tcn asher-= and prevents them from going too far from the boat. 

Later on, by searching carefully, our river craft discovered a nunber of 
sr.1:.ill sanpans sunk and hidden in arroyos leading to an estuary. Each sampan 
was tied to one or two long ropes, about lOOm long (as long as the width 
of the river). Later, ue capturea one raft made with many pieces of 
styrofoam, box-sbaped, (twice the size of a brick), strung in a long line 
aud attached to oars and long ropes • 

2. Tactical Characteristics: 

a. To cross a river, an enemy soldier (only one) rows a boat or swims 
across a river Lringing along the end of the rope to tie his boat. 

L. Upo~ reaching the opposite bank of the river, men or equipment were 
loaded. After careful observation to insure that none of our river craft 
\':ue in the vicinity, the enemy would pull the boat quickly back to the 
other river bank. 

c. Hitl'. this technique, the ener.iy can cross a river as quickly as a 
motorboat \1ithout making any noise and with no technical difficulties. 
Because of liis quick movement, the enemy can carry a large load of material 
in a short period of time. Thus it is difficult for our river craft to 



u .l:>cuvcr enEmy action in tin;e or shoul<l it be revealed, it usually is not 
~-:i tliiu our r~mt.;e before tl1e eneciy boat reaches the other bank. Hu\1ever 
quid. \ re 111ay be and even if the first river crossing is detected, only one 
enc111y 1 s normally captured. 

d. A boat can only be left in the arroyo, for it is much too inconve­
nient to carry it inland if the enemy still needs to carry other necessary 
er~uii:.·ment. On t:ie contrary, with a light styrofoam raft the enemy can carry 
it further and hide it on shore. However, the raft is rather bulky, and 
is hard to carry when passing through thick undergrowth. 

3. Our reaction. 

As soon as thcs<:: e.nemy plans and ope.rations were discovered, our river craft 
conclucte.d search OI>erations in order to seize or destroy tlie above mentioned 
uoats and buoys. 

!+. Assessment. 

To ac~iieve eood results, the following measures should be applied: 

a. Our river craft must search when water is at tide: then sunken 
boats '·.rill emeree. They are often sunk by whirlpools. 

!..1. Carefully observe the mouth of aroyos or any thickly vegetated 
spot along the oanl:. If arroyos are large an<l deep enough, the enemy 
cau easily hicle boats far from the bank. 

c. To looL for rafts, generally search banl~s or bushes near trails. 

d. Take l'recautions in the event the enemy lays booby traps near 
boats or rafts. In case of suspected enemy boats remain at a distance anc1 
destroy them with handguns or grenades. 

c. Should friendly units be operating ashore, advise them that we 
are goinc to search and destroy boats, and call on them for fire support. 

f. If possible, immediately after revealing Loats or rafts, we should 
lay booby tra1Js or ambushes nearby to destroy the enemy when they return 
to pick them up. 
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