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Tron1 cu¢c hinh :gu1n gUi toa qu6c 10 tir qo~n ly C den thi xa A dang bi gl'c vly hJm, l\l'c. 
1t.t0'11t btn, gorn b~, blah v~ Thih ky da bi gt~c xU- dt,lng thu do~n cc CH6T,. k(t hvp v6'1 tr~n dja 
ph.io chJn <U.nh. · ! ,:. ' 

· ~ D~c blet t~l su6l. T, mOt dia dl!m quan tr9ng n~m trtn hAnh lang . dm nh4p tir bUn glcH 
~ ~ l(ampuchla vao chl¥n khu £>, gl~c bo tr! 2 chot kien co Ht hQ'p v&i cac hQa t~p ph~o ch~n dirng 
~; ·. ....•ol cuOc tiin quln cua cic l11c hrQ'ng hanh quln trong nhi~u thang, g1y ton th~t n~nc cho quln bfn. 

~. ' :, . 
~i~ · ~:t ~ I. Otc dif!m chi'(' thu~t. : 

.~1Jtf"'~~ a-. !>Ja th~ d.ej>C :a hen quoc IO ll rirng r~m da dtrQ'C qufo d¢l Hoa ky khai quang rOng di tir 
·1',.-/'f :·"'~ ,00 d-ln 1.000 thttble d~ tr.inh hi ph,.ic k!ch, c6 tarn quan sat vl x~ tru6'ng t6t, nhtrng rat thu~n 

· ' 19'1 cha gl~c xlr d\lnS~ phio dfoh pha. . 
. b. Qu1n ~n hlnh quSn trong vung m&i t.,, khOf>g n~m vli-ng dU'Q'C .tinh hlnh va kh6n1 

ashf~tt c<r•J df;t thi kf ltrCS·nic. · · · 

• . c. Ap. d\lns ehlin thu~t ~0- dU'b-ng thOna thU'-0-nf {d9c theo trt,lC 10), khtmg tbfch hQ'p v6'1 
• tlah hlnh \>a .. dia th~. · .. · . · 

;'~ ; . ;.· d. Thilu ph.~ laqp ch~t ch~ nhiing ho,t dOng Hen binh. 
'~ '1 ·: e·. XU- <fyngJ~>tf~u doin danh vong qua ch6t Un ~6'1 1u6l T, bhtrng da bi kh6a chttl phfo 

1 'l.t :.,· ·~"';,; ~uh ·v~ d¥c c&n,a tfp .ldch. 

r ·~ i~ ~;-~· if.· f Phin &nu cua~l~c. 
I'~~ I t~.(?f{'~~.r ~ •. a. LQ'I dy~· dja th~ tr6ng trai b~ns ph1ng khOng c6 DO'I !in nap tot, gi~c d~ d~t nhfrng 
: '"· ·~ :11,. J' uc ~ tten ll~u d9c ~heo 1~ trinh t1in quftn cua ta (80 % 'tan that cua ta ti do phio). 
h --~ i\: ~-} ~ · b~ Ap j:lt,tng 'th'U doin chelt 'kft hQ'p phfo trong chifo thu~t « datih ~_al toa glao th&ng 11 

( ,'' '~ ' ,' C, £>~C C0ng 1i4p kich vao cac: CO' quan dau n5o cua ta, , 

· · , 4. 'N'h;n djnh. · f-

. a. Olfe' nAm vii'ng tlnh hlnb, qui lu~t m& dU'~rng cua ta, nen da chuan· bi chitn trir&n1 tit 
. , '" ·trtta~. "' ·1 • .,. ;r r ~ 

b. Gtic;, xit ' d~ng 2 ng9n dM d~ d6ng chlSt ki~n dS, chi n&,1,1' toan khu v11c T, nh~m 2 
~ . ; •· m\lc .dich. : , 
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'li<M. r - • :t) Cit dU- _, ,la"O th6ng tl«p t.~ treo QL tir qu~n ly ·C. den thl xa A va d<inh tl!u. ~a~ I J11c 
• · ·~~ ~·· ltt(>'DI b"'. • · : . · '' 

~ ~· ;~ , :a) Bao vt blah lani dm •h*p tir bien gl&l Kampuchia vao ch!En-kh" f>,, ttt.t. k~u · Tb 
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·, ~i u,- (Bien hC>a) Phi) gHo (Binh dtrO'n&) ·vl H6 ho (H~u tighia). . ·· . 
'!~~ ; , o, Qu~n bf. d. ll tin -dt,mg kb~ nling y!m trc;r phi 'phfo M~h qu1n 1~.et.t di~t ~6r n.b~t:!&dl 

"' . kh6n1 tblnb . c6ng 'l Ji • CH6t • ctia ef~c c6 c6ng !fl vt"ng chac, dU"9'.C tiEp tt day <tu vA ba 
:;i . XU~& diay th~ 4lt!l khl bJ t~n thk , _ , 

.i;lill• · d. Hlnb q\ltn ~0- 4tr0-Ug v6'1 chlfo thu~t titting thU'O-tig chi c6 tfnh each dQn stcb mm bay. 
t?>\li ". du1~a1 ng•~ +lt tr dtrO-ng 1¢ ya !ngan ch~n nhfrng cu¢c ph\lc kich !e te k~t>ng· cort thfch hc;rp 

·~ chlfn tru-t>-ns bl~ til, khi chifo tbutt • danh gial toa glao th6ng • cua giJc "1ang dttQ'C ap d\lpg 
c.S htiu qu3.· , 

. E>. td~h s1~trpg t~n th~t v~ holn thM1h dtrQ'C nhi~m V\1, dong thb-t iciing d~ g~~c kh6n~ the 
phh •·!olli dt.t9'e quMuf,t h~nb qu4o pua ta, mOt va1 hlnh tbtl'c chifo thu~t n!n dtrQ'C Ap d\Ull dl phu 
bQ'p v6't cml~rt ltt!f&bg : 

. 1)' ~b'*jr, .vl .h~!f~ quSt\ m&- c:fttO-ng tbeo tCSi than1 thU'~Yllg, n~n mo cu~c hlnh qulo lung va 
cllft ~lJo, di (l~12'd~~ nhi!JJ htr6'ng dfoh t6-l, t~o yfo t6 bl~ agb- phi v& th~. trtn gl~c. 

2) Cit "'1't -i1.4~ .. ht tMng-glao Han cua gl~c. 
~) Pb4 trt11"~ipMo vl phong kMng gl~c. 
4) Ma tr\lc 10 kh4c du c6 thl. 

...~,,. . 

A Tai li~u n<iy do Uy-ban. tu- chinh Can1-nang Hanh-quctn Lien--binh/B~ TTJVJ 1Q9t'l ·~o. 
TCQH ,an 14ri.r don nh~11 - 1{i9i y-kien xay- <11rnr ho(ic b~ khu.yet ff~ tai-li~,naJ" ·t~Em phon1 phii~ 
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:fational Road Clearing Operation 

1. Typical case. 

In an operation to clear the National ro~d from C District to A 
Province Capitol which was surrounded by the enemy, our friendly forces, 
consisting of Infantry and Armor, were attacked by the enemy who employed 
the scheme of coordinating strong defensive positions with arty support. 

At T brook, an imvortant position on the infiltration corridor from 
Kampuchea frontier to D Resistance Zone, the enemy deployed two strong 
defensive position combined with arty fire to block the advance of 
operational forces for many months causing heavy casualties to the friendly 
forces. 

2. Tactical Characteristics. 

a. The terrain on both sides of the National Road had been covered 
with forest but was cleaned by US forces from 500 to 1000 meters to avoid 
am11ush and offers a gooc.l field of observation and fire, but is vulnerable 
to enemy arty attack . 

b. The friendly forces operated in an unknown zone and did not 
properly assess the situation and study the terrain. 

c. The general road clearing tactics (along the axis) were applied, 
l·ut they were not arpropriate to the situatio'n and terrain. 

d. Lack of close coordination of inter-arms operations. 

e. We employed 2 battalions to pass by the defensive positions and 
arrive at T brook but were located easily and attacked by eneoy arty and 
sapper raids. 

3. Reaction of the enemy. 

a. Taking advantage of the open and level terrain without cover and 
concealment, the enemy used preplanned fires along our advance route. 
(GO~~ of our casualties were due to arty). 



b. The coordination scheme of defensive positions with arty support 
in the _"road clearing" tnctics. 

c. Sappers conducted raids on our major agencies. 

4. Consideration. 

n. The enemy properly assessed the situation and anticipated our road 
clearing operation, therefore they had prepared for our advance. 

p. The enemy used two hills as key defensive positions dominating the 
whole T Zone, with two aims: 

(1) Break the communication and supply on the NR from District C to 
Province capitol A, and wear down the friendly forces. 

(2) Protect the infiltration corridor from the frontier of Kampuchea 
to Resistance Zone D, Secret Zone Tan Uyen (Bien Hoa), Phu Giao (Binh Duong) 
and Ho Bo (Hau Nghia). 

c. The friendly forces used air strikes and arty support to destroy 
the defensive positions but did not succeed because the enemy positions were 
strongly protected, supplied adequately, and repla:ements were provided 
when casualties occured. 

d. Road clearing operations with sound tactics can clear mines, booby 
traps, obstacles, and prevent some ambushes but are not effective when the 
enemy applies counter-measures with prior knowledge of our operation. 

In order to avoid casualties, achi.eve our mission and not enable the enemy 
to estimate our operation, some form of securi.ty should be applied: 

(1) Instead of conducting road clearing operations, we should conduct 
an operation to search and destroy the enemy moving from many directions 
causing surprise and disrupting the enemys combat plan. 

(2) Knock out the enemy's communication system. 

(3) Destroy enemy arty emplacements and air defense positions. 

(4) Clear another axis if possible. 
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