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1 l4th AHC, ~IX. Co. DEFEAT 
~:: C PHO, RVI~', 174th AHC-IO X CHU U.I, RYM, "A" Comp.."r.~'"-IO 

It hi.d been a. l~ng night for the Twonty-~ine enecy wcn·e killed,· six 
"Sh ~rk" gunshillS ,,r the l 74th Assault oneey solci.-,rs ia::lut!i;1~ c.n "t'N;. l:!'.\t-
l:olico'Oter Com?my, two scrambles, 11 talion co:n.'1.nder ca~i:•1':'.'l-:'t.l,~nd nunr:iro11s 
rocket mid raortnr att.ack "n LZ Bronco wenpone ~nd p:icks pl11a a 51 enlibt~r 
··n.e fin··1.lly a first light visual recon- ~.nti-aircr.lft \''£;~.poll were c-,ufisc:ib:d 
n~.iss:1nco mission. as a result of ~>~.cit: ~ction b"r the 
· ;~t 080'.' hours on Feb. 23rd, the 123rd J~vic'l.tion B.~ttnJ.ion's 11A11 Comp."IJW 
itsr.·:rk" crews 1«3ro looking forw:u·d to "Pclic:ins, "on Feb. 2:3rd nbout. one r.dle 
s~_,ia:.' mucl' needed rest. As they were. west of Tam Ky. 
·. ·.llcing t'ro1:1 the fiight line, they An UH-lD Hu~ "slick" cot1D!r'.nced t~ · 
• · ·re the farnil.iar sound of incoming 2nd PL'ltoon •s Warrruit Officer Wnltc.: ·-

_'.)'.lV rl")okot-8. Seger, Warren, Mich., '68 fi.ving < • 
Minutes 111ter, four 174th AHC gun- visual reconn...'liss."\llCe mission in aup-

ships were a1I-the ground arid scr~ing ·port of the Arnericnl. Division 1 s 1st 
toW"'.rrl the enemv positions which hi.d SqUP.dron or the 1st CAvalry when· he 
bet::n spotted from L'Ulding Zone Liz, discovered a l;\rge mas or ene~ eold-

•. thr(:c r.dles northwest. of LZ Bronco. iers being fiushed from a tree line. n. 
, "Ha l'4ere rolling in on the Mcket short ~ist!!.nce from the oov~ncing cnv-

. ')"l'sit;S.ons_ before the smoke cleared from .:ileymen. 
the lnst launch," said Cr.pta.in Robert ''Enemy troops were mving down the 
G.:unbqtf. '';, Collinge1i10od, N.J., lender of ot>posite side of the hill, just out 
on';; elf the two 11Sh:?.rk" te..~s. of r~nge of the Cc'lv," st!\ted Ml Scgt:r; 

l'~~nt Officer Robert Thonns, Bir- "they all · apneared to hnve we#l.pons, 
ming~, AlR. noted, "Their l11unchers back pRcks, and were well crunoufiagcd. 
wercn~t in sie:ht but it was the ~ht Thev had tree twigs attnched to 'their 
nrea. ~·1() t~,k fire on our first pass." helmets and back P."1.Cks; thev ran in a 

The cnell"/ occupied area, !\bout five crouching, doubled-o~r positinn, so 
Miles. west of Due Pho, w.s hit h-·ud by there aope:ircd to be 35 or lJ) tumble-
th'-' fQTlShips. Troops on LZ Liz· dir.- WGeds blowing in manv directions over 
:.cted one gun to:1rn. to n. "WOodline where the side or the hill •. 

. (Continued on p.~ge two) 
- t' 
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17·4 TH (CONT'D) 
they ho.d spotted one~ troops in for­
tified bunkers. 

The other "Shark" team led by First 
.:.0utel'J.llllt Jru:ies Towle, Palo A .1 t o, 

.;:.~lif. WXJ.s busy with an NVA twin-thirty 
c:'Lliber ~'l.chine gun positi·:>n. 

'"'1hen we found th."lt twin-thirty, we 
hr.C.. qxoendcd all our ordn:.'\nce but we 
stayed on stetion to mrk it• for the 
.4cts," st~ted WO WA.rren Smth, St. 
Louis, YIO. · 

'h!hen the l 74th gunships !inall.v 
bMkc station, they .hoo . been credited 
:ith 5n enofi\Y killed and 20 structures 
· .:.stroyed. 
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PELICANS (CONhf'O) 

The chopper ma.de its firet pass 
through the center or the disorganized 
r.ic'\ss killing severnl. enel!\y tM,,ps and 
continued circling the hill. By that 
time, having gained some sernblence of 
order, tho Communists tried to work 
their way down the hill to ~ forested 
11re11. 

"They didn't h:1ve a chRnce of get­
ting nwav, "pointed out Soocialist F,,ur 
Terry Bermet, Venetn, Ore., · el'8'fCbief 
of the 11Pelic.'!l.n" chopper. 

"The NV/. had t.o. cross an opm rice 
pA.ddy ·to· .. get to the trees, but ,,u.r 
M-60 m'lchine gun fire l!lc"\de it impos­
sible." 

The helicopter J!l.'lde severnl p~ss~s 
around · ·t.he hill until SP4 Bennet 1I'Pd 
expended all of his ammmition; then 
the helicouter 'Wl'\S tumed aroum SO 

gunner SP5 Randv Parks, Seattle, l-"lsh. 
on the opposite side ,.,r the crsft from 
Bennet, had A. clear lNie of .fire. As 
SP5 P~rks began to get low on ~mmunit­
ion pilot WOl Garry lb.yr.ion::l, Mt. Cle­
ments, Mich., took c,,ntrrll of the air­
craft while chopper colml:"l.nder Seger 
called Cobra . gunships of "F" Troop, 
8th Cavalry to fini~h the ope!llti::m. 

Firing as they retre:-.ted, the ene!IW' 
tried to hide in sorne hoptches at the 
top of the hill. 

The "A 11 Company "slick''took several 
hits as the ~.ction continued. 

"We could. feel··--the sltip shudder l\s 
the ro~s hit; "said SP4 Bennet, "they 
were firing armor-piercing 30 ·caliber 
shells and it appeared as if thousands 
of rounds were directed at us. I took 
one round through the sleeve of nv 
,1 acket and Mr. Rr'lymo~ 's neck w.-, s 
gMzec! as a. bullet went through the 
roof. 

"A!ter we expended our ~qchine gun 
ar.uno we continued to fire with "ur 
M-16 rifles until the Cobras !'l.?Tiveo." 

Crewchief Bennet continued, "Then I 
drop~d SJ'!bke grenades r.i.i.rking the 
hootches containing the NITA !'.1.nd-·the· 
Cobros completeI..v devestated then with 
rnckets." 

When the Cobras finished,lst C.<tval­
rv a.nmred personnel carriers .i.ss'lult­
~d the hill, and completed the job. 
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16TH CA G GE TS AH-lG 
. CHU LlI, nVN, 12.3rd AB-IO 

In July, 1965 the United Stt'.tos fill­
it~r.v Assistance Colr.k~nd Vietn.'lm,i.ssU3d 
nn urgent request for a two-place,high 
pcrforn'lllce, and mneuverable helico!>­
te: r .'ls n roplacement for the UH-lB nnd 
C nodel gunships being used exclusively 
-.t th~.t tine. As l'. result of the re­
quest, a new helicopter guns~ip, tho 
'~ H-lG Cobra W'.'.s developed and ln ter 
·· -~·.tad in VietMm • 

.'uring the week of·Feb. 2, 1969 pi-
1. 1CS of 11B" Conpnnf, 123:rcl J\vintion 
· ·~.t,1lii:>n, brought six new Cobr:\s fror.t 
·u:ig Tau to Ky lb Amry heliport in Chu 

L i, thus becoming the first unit in 
thu 16th C~mbat hVi~ti~n Group to re­
coi V(; the .3.dv:mced gunship. .. 

C•)bros are now being_ ~sed b.v .the .. 
"D" Comp'\nv "Warlords" for visu.'11 re­
c·:mm.issa.nce missions anrt occ~sional 
~unship support in tho A1mrical are.:i 
,:f onerntion. 

Helicopters employed in n visual 
roCt:ln mission consist of tW> Cobras, 
~ne OH-6 light observation helic~ptcr, 
·"lnd one UH-lH P.uey "slick." 

The obsc?'V"dtion chopper :flies low 
:'\nd f".'..st, contouring the terrnin to 
finci. somo sign of enemy activity, ruid 
then :fter nr~rking a discovered tnrget 
with Sl'?\Oke gren'laes, flies out of the 
:~ren. The tW1 6obras · ioove in to eng­
;~ge .:lnd nuetralize the target; t h e 
"slick" r.ioves in with its lor.d of in­
f:>.ntryi.xm "Acroscouts11 'Who capture sur­
vi vors or wen.pons :md confisc:1te or de­
stroy ~quipr:ient or f~od cnches. found. 

The new AH-lG gimships gre11tly sur­
' ... ;.;s the olc1.er 1'Br<lvo" D.nd ''Charlie" 
· :ls because of a new C".>mpen&'ltor in 
! : . . :':ri:>nt turret-mounted weapons sys­
:..,L ·:: which nutom'ltic:111)" c0T.1putes for­
-...~·.re airspeed, wind, n.nd distAllce to 
tr.a t ".rget. The gunner looks through 
.. llt·irget pippel.'" at the objective nnd 
f'iprn his gUlls, elir.dnating the neces­
sity of leading the tnrget. 

1~nother fe::>.ture ,,r the--Cobrn is its 
::rc~.ter diving angle which permits r.iost 
'~ccurntc concentration of fire illt'> n 
t..~rget <!rel\. In lnycen 1 s terr.is, this 
li<::o.ns the steeoor the dive, the I!rJre 
il.tt\Utlition ca.n· be put into 'l ::!!!!.--:>.JJ.er 
·?.reo., but liten the angle of nttaclc i.s 
shnllower, the J>l"l,1ectilas +.outl to fnn 
•:>ut :md cover a l 'l.I'ger are~. 

The nnn.~&Dnt c~rried in vnrious 
con1binnti~ns ·1.boord the Cobra inclucfe· 
76 rockets,350 rounds of 40 millirleter, 

, munition on the "Hog" model Cobra; · ·.38 
rockets, J50 ~unds of 4f' mi1.11llleter, 
Cl.nd 7 ,()(')(') rounn.s nf 7 .62 minigun orc!­
nance for the "Heavy Scout" nn~ 5 2 
rockets, 4<''0 rounds of 40 miltineter 
~rx! 4,000 r.lunds of 7.62 mini.gun emo 
on tho "Mini-hog." 

C~ptA.in John :&\rfield, "B" Conmr..n:r 
executive officer, Atlnn~, G~., ex• 
pl.;i.ined, "Due to its slelX!er dee~, 
only 36 inches in width, the C~b.:r~. 
pri:>vi.des verr little target ..,.Sq'f the 
ener:w ~nc' can e:isily cover itself tt.t 
the · enct or '\ gun run. It • s a good 

. ship, rnst .~nd maneuverable, ~nd. C<!r­
ries tw.l.ce the lo~d of the ol~er Huey 
'Chr.rlie • mdel gunship. 11 

Cnptr'lin _S~rfield .•. noted, "C,.,mbined 
with the c~p.ocit7r to stay in the !\ir 
f':lr t'WO hours nt a time, fiying· spe·cd~ 
of up to 180-190 lmots per hour, ~ ·_nnc'. 
addition~! hcl'.V:V protective ·~tm">r for 
.,.,ilots C".nc1 engine,the Cob~;l.-·b.1.s proven 
to be t~ best fire sunpdrt helicopter 
in the f'•rr:r:r inventorr. n 

r.•.nd 4,nm rounds of 7.62 cR-liber...'.:ar.i~-~-:__-----------------···· .... ,_ 



By hi Goode 

There's a lot of noise being gener­
~ted in the Wilt Ch.'U!lberL'\in-Li\ takers 
c:'.r.ip, thn.t the team isn 1t playing to-. 
a~::ther. Is there dissension~ Or is 
this rumble just the roar of the publ­
'._ci ty drums? 

C~r:i.puter Corner h:ls found _n statis­
~~_c which fnirly well measures a.tea.m's 
1ilJ.ingness ( nnc! ability) to plny to­

·.:-. ·th1'r--it is the percent.:i.ge or assists 
:r: .field go;il attempts. If ter.un mem­

bers 1ro feeding and handing off rath­
•..;r than hogging the b3ll .--.nd going for 
their own big score, then it is ref­
lc ctcd in this te;w plll.y sUl.tistic. 
;·.nd it is ~-n important statistic in 
helping ·a tel".ll1. 1s l-ion/lost record. 

~!ow d,, tho NBA te~rns st<i.nd on this 
its per Field Goal Attempt stat?We 

"J);.u-cd the current senson figures 
intn our Data Processing Enternrises, 
Inc. , electr•mic snorts anru. vzcr nn~. 
c;-:re U"!) with these. results (through 
J~n. 19): 

E:istcrn Div. r~ssists/ % W/L 
Per FGA 

BALTil-irnE .25 .750 
·:;,:isTOlI .23 .689 
PHIL"~DE.LPH Ii\. .23 .682 
:;.bW YORK .25 .627 
CINCilmATI .24 .532 
DETR0IT .22 .413 
l?J:LW.i.. UKEE .21 .292 

~·Je st~rn Div. Assista/ '/o W/L 
Per FGA 

LOS ;.r·rGEIES .2h .681 
.. TL:.:-.:T:~ .26 .638 
CHICi.GO .21 .438 
~- .: • FFU.NCIGOO .22 .42.6 
-;.,:1r DlEGO .22 .396 
. ~~,. T'':1I.E .22 .300 

T'HOE!;IX • 21 .188 

It is interesting to note that the 
l:. f(irs of the Ea.stem and Western Di­
··' · i.ons also l~d on this team plny 
.. •,. tistic--the Lnkers have an nssist 
on 26 percent of their field goal at­
ter.ipt s, and the Bnltim:>re squad, le~d 
by Monroe and Loughery, le1.d the East­
ern Division, with 25 -percent of their 
field goal attempts helued by.assists. 

The Laker's dissension--a publicity 
m;;oke screen·. L\kers ::ire on top. 

* * * 
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As You Were Saying 
By ·1101 Peter Dehaan, 132nd ASHC-IO 

From the first day of flight troin­
ing I recnll my instructors st.ress~ 

·the iaport..i.nce of good radio procedure. 
It wns emphnsized th~.t we should keep 
our tronsmissions to a mi.n::iJ-;nun and 
free of the "uh" am "er" used uncons­
ciously to fill the long, long gnps 
between phrases. · 

This is sound :i.dvice, but once "'!10St 
of us obtain our wings :'llld get ll.W'\y 

frnm the flight scho'Jl environment, we 
tend to develop poor h/\bits ::is we at­
tempt to cultivate a radio voice which 
will identify us as well, tln:i in as 
persoMl a mnner, as our sign<'.tures. 
Avic-.tors are a vain grcup. 

In Viet11.1.m I h~ve observed how pi­
lots let this inner self escape. The 
letlst subtle a.mong us, if given a mic­
rophone, will expr.>1md over the ~r :it 
great length nbout the J!lOSt min,,r thing. 
Other Pilots on the sa.m;; frequency of­
ten shut off their radios in disgust, 
thereby n~king it extre~lv difficult 
for ~nv~ne else to c,,ntact them if t~e 
need arises. 

A·seGnnd breed or pilot oozes each 
word, letting the sentences now out 
in n ste:~dy · stream. He extx!es self 
confidence; he exemplifies t~e mster 
of nil situati.,ns. Here is the nan who 
is in cor.iplete control-until a fire 
wiming light illumin'ltes in the cock­
pit. Then n.n excited, high-'Ditchec! 
voice betrays the m'lster, humbling him 
before his co-pilot und crew. 

Still another discloses a radio 
voice several tones lower th~n his 
nornnl spe3king voice t be spe:iks cnn­
ciscl 7 and distinctly. Radio o~r~tors 
know th~t th~ voice~ of eXPorience is 
speaking when thev hear it. The vision 
or the seasoned aviator is c'ispersee 
however when the pilot's voice cracks 
and .ascends the sc~le, inmcdi'.1.tel~r 
correct! v identii",ying the sp<;:1k.ar r.s 
just another novice nvintor • 

Sooaking f,,r J!\YSClf, I'm not "uh,, 11 

quite carte.in in which "er" gr,,up I 
belong. 

·c A G E R S" 0 R 0 P 2 
CHU LU, RVN- The 335th TC "Stompors" 
def'cn.ted the 16th CAG "Cagers" in two 
bnskotball gnrnes la.st week. The first 
gm~, a lnndslide at 86-52, was en.ally 
wm bv the maintenance men. In t h e 
second tilt, the 16th Group h~udqunrtll's 
11Cnge rs 11 ca.me on st1">ng the first ha.l t 
but !altered later losing 66-62. 

.... ··~--··-- ....... ·""' ... -

·, 
\ 

.· 



PAG11: 5 . Till~ FAWOlr !;1ARCZ 4, . 1969 

A NIGHl"Acl5~iE R ROR 
EDITOR'S NOTE: "I was ~ulling back on 
the c~rclic, the co-pilot ~s calling 
1 l·i'lyd~y 1 and we crashed" •••• S p.m. 

'i'hese are the words of Warrant Of­
.~~cer Frank L. Carson, Coral· Gablesr 
· .. J' ... , a. gunship aircraft cotnllki.mer 
~·d.t!'i the America! ·Division's ?1st As­
~n.1!~.t !iclicooter Conro."llly ''Fire birds, 11 
. ..;.fter- spending 18 hours esca!fing and 
:v~rling ~ North Vietruimese and Viet 

· ..,!\'?; force ne:~r Chu I.ai, Republic of 
'. ·;.:i.1m. • 

·n Jllll. 5, 1968, at appro.xim:i.tely 
· ~J. :~., Wn.rrnnt Officer Carson mi~. his 

· · · !:: wcro flying an armed helicopter 
:i.snion in support of Companv 110 11 , 2nd 
l.:t.t;ilion, 1st Infantry, 196th Light 
:J.nfuntrv Brigade in Que Son Valley, 40 
·:Qlcs north of Chu L1.i. CompP.ny ''C's " 
,osition was in imninent danger 0f be-
5.ng overrun by the 3rd Regiment, 2nd 
:forth Vi~tnamese Infantry t•ivision. 

As Warrant Officer Cursnn and his 
.:."':~~·r 1"1'ere nlncing deadl:y- fire on the 
.. .i011:v' s positit>n thev came under in­
t.::nse enenr.,. fire taking nmwi·ous hits 
resulting in loss of C·)ntrols, cc.using 
the aircraft to crash in the middle of 
the enemy's po.sition. The following · 
i:; a recount of the ordeal th;:\t Warrant 
Of fie er Carson experienced in the tense 
18 hours th~t followed. 

By Warrant Officer Frank L. Ca.rson 

I wa.s the first one out of the air­
cr<1.ft <'.nd e.s I got out I realized that 
'.'il? vrore being fired at from foµr sides. 
t·:y ~,,"ing n'\n in tho second helicontor 
fl.cw overhead and all the fire th'lt 
;:·":: (irected ntus was diverted to him; 

~·eimincler '>f the crew scrambled 
.,._ · ·ith the break in the fire. 

:; huddled in the mud--a. rice paddy 
· · ~.nd r. rlikc--nenr the aircraft and 

: :: · d. Adhering strict!.., to stand.a.rd 
r···-=·~·.dures, the co-pilot D.cvised the 
.. ' : .. ~'·· to remain near the aircraft until 
·· ~.clc-un. 

j·Lt this time an AK-47 automatic wea­
pon began shooting directlv ~t us from 
.... cr'lss the rice po.ddy-only 40 yards 
:wc.·;r--there was no c··mccivable wa":," to 
esc ·,.rye from thi~ fire. Realizing this, 
m:y wing m.i.n rolled in .l.m pl~ce<i four 
rockets directly en top of this weapon, 
&·wing our lives. 

As acditil')nal aircrR.ft ~rrived at 
the scenc,the intense grou.~d fire m.~de 
me realize that pick-up ~s, ih ey 

opinion, out of the question. At this 
point we· hilrla ho.sty meeting <l~ decid­
ed th~t under the circumstnnces, it 
would be snfer to split up am work 
our way out indi vidualll'. · 

Low crawling as e~ch fl.are died, I 
mde 30 or 40 :-rnrds progress to the 
North when I heard voices in the dis­
tance. Mv shoulder ached fl't)m the 

" crash, but I could still nr>ve my :inr.. 
I began burrowing in a five-foot rice 
p.:i.c!dy dike, and as I completed' myCX>1'1-
cealment four NVA walked past mv posi-. 
tion. Thev all had AK-47s air p~cks 
on their hi'Os-side arms or ammuniti '111. 

A nare ignited to ·the tiest1 and ~on­
cealed me in sh11dow, and revealed them 
comoletely. . 

I l..aited for one hour and beg3n 
sliding along the dikes again. . I re­
moved nw shirt so bubbles wuldn •t 
collect in the sleeves ~nd m~ke ~~dit­
ion~l noise. Only when a ·n:-ire went 
out would I · chance sliding over eech 
dike. AK-47. 50 cmliber ma.chins gun, 
and rocket rire was intense .r.t the 
searching ~ircr~ft. 

I heard rnnving 1'19.ter to Jl\Y front 
and saw foliage. I realized I '*.\B 
coming t0 a creek or river. Just as I 
wns coming ur.xm ti-.e edge of the creek, · 
still behind a dike, the NVA st:irted 
shooting through the rice ~ddy dike I 
wa.s on-a foot in front of m.v race--and 
then the~ stt>pped. 

I didn •t move-they started firinJ? 
over Jil'f head am to mv rear. They wera 
trying to nush me out but I ctidn •t 
nnve ••. I heatd tleir voices closer nnd 
ns the rla.re died out, I rolled into 
tho river. It nnde a big splas~--I 
went under and WP.s 100ving with the 
current. . 

I c<ime Up once and s.'lW n bend in 
the stre:i.m .°:1\d heard the fr:intic. enemy 
soldiers yelling. 

I went under again nnd ~r:>und the 
bend. 

A W'!.ll of artillery was fr:lling on 
the opposite bar.le and I left the river 
i.nd began low crawling to~.rd the 
sound-at this time hundreds of tr"!cers 
on the gr~u~ lit up the ~rea acrr:>ss 
the river in the direction of the ·':l.ir­
cr~ft. s..,tr:.e of the crew must h.l\ve 
been putting up a heck of a fight in 
th··t area. 

I thought if I st.'lyed in the river, 
moving with the current, it would take 
. · . {Continued on· next peee l 
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OF T E R R 0 R (CONT'D) 
· -0 east-but with ?NA so close I elect­
ted to crawl through the friendl~rar,... 
t.illery. The concussions 00.tterod rile,· 
·'l few pieces of shrapnel hit me, the 
funes engulfed im ••• but it worked; the 
!'NA didn't follow--artiller.1 had saved 
r:r~ life. 

About three or four hours h~d gone 
;_.-.. since I h'ld le ft the a.ircra.'ft. It 
· ::"·.s painful to move so I elected to 
. ·.<:ep. I checked directions with the 
.. ·. ::;tel.lat.ion Cassiopia before sleep­
.r.g ,;.nd drew <1.n arrow tow-.rd e~st in 

'.:.!1<) dirt. Before I slept I was careful 
t.o rer1nve all the leeches I could find, 
\S they were draining lJtY energy--they 
covered nr.r face and arms. 

I al«>ke with the sound ,,f intense . 
fire. It WC\s e:\rly llk>rning .<\nd every­
thing Wf\S obscurred with grnund fog. 
I renlized.that the b~ttering of what 
seer.Ed like a thous."!Ild auton:itic wen­
!:ons w;~.s directed. upWlrd into the fog 
to\orr.~rd the returning helicopters-they 
were continuing their sen.rch. 

Visibility '\GS about 10-15 met~rs 
-".nd. I jecided it W::l.s an excellent time 
to r.ttwe. I removed ntr clothing except 
for ~! white boxer trunks ~nd owent­
-·~1.irt and buried them. I could not 
'3r:i0vc nw college ring to bury it even 

though I. tried. · 
I he~ded to~rd the brighter haze 

indic~ting enst and skirted any trees 
"'.nd villn.ges. I hoped that I looked 
so~~wh't like a native. I elected t~ 
m~ve in the d:i.y because I Wls becoming 
oxtremcly weak. As I w:\S pasc:i..."1g a 
~-~ound of dirt I noticed a trench and 
·"- h()le in the rnound. · Inside, lAS a 
st".ck of AK-47s. I decided they.were 
r.'Jncor..lcd here to be utilized onlv .'\t 
~ight. Only 20-30 vards :!ae:-,d an 
itJ1mtic::.l hole reve::iled mmmmition in 
green rectangular boxes, ve17 similar 
-':,,_; the U.S. Anny armno boxes. 

As the light increased I noticed I 
~·rs w~.lking pttrallel to what appeared 
to bc:3 .:: main trail or ro.'1d, because 
;:nny mi.tives were nJ.reM.y traversing 
th~.t route. 

A nntive, with·a pole ~nd tl«> bas­
kets, W\s coming in ey direction. I 
hic1. in the lenves and as he passed by 
I c,.,nsidered killing him for his b3sk­
ets. Z.f.1 existence depenc'.ed rm nva 
looking like ~ native, but I had no 
we~·.pon .nnd I felt I didn •t h~ve the 
strength. 

J..s the f'og lifted I c~ntinued walk-

ing parallel · to the tmil and sta:-red 
f:1r enough awa:v to obscure U\Y ftlc:f.1.l. 
features from natives on the t:r?.il. I 
t.elked thusly fnr hours. Finnll·; I 
re."1.lized I w:ls in a V'llley directl~r 
between American fire-support bases. 

I decided not to climb up the nr.>un­
tains for I understood the walls wre 
likely to be he3vily mined. Inste~d, 
since it appen.red !might be in friend­
ly territory, I elected to walk down 
the main trail • 

Ir.'lr.lediately I was recognized ~s be­
ing American; ann ~ Popul·r F~rc~s 
officer took me up an unr.ti.ned trail t0 
the t,.,p of the mountain, where an Ameri­
cnn sergeant called for amediv::'c chop­
per. 

I le~rned later th~t I h..~d traYele<:l 
only five <!nd a half kilometers in "­
period ,.,f 18 h..,urs--a. l"ng w:iv through 
I:IY night of terror. 

SGLI CONVERSION INFORMATION 
I.. Veterans Ad.1".linistr;l.tion parnplet eJG­

plaining insurance protection ani the 
c~nversi~n privilege 'lulder the Serv:Wa-­
mn1 s Group Life Insurance (SGLI) PM­
grrun wi,ll s,,,.,n be inclurled in a · .sold'!" 
icr's separ~tion pnpe~s~ 

Infomntion pertain:.ng to·SGLI ~.,v­
ernge is now contained on.D!J Form 214 
( D:tschn.rge cerlHic"-te) w!1ich wlll be 
used to est.:1.b~ish c~m.-orsi::in eligibil­
ity. T:1u.s, it ·w.U.1,. no longer be nece­
ssary fl')!' an '9X~·f;e-rvicer.r:m t0 send VA 
Fore 29-3~~84 t,., th.e SGJ,I office to ob­
tnin sped;."i.::: nuthort7.nlbn to convert 
tn an individual policy. 
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.a._EST ACTION Q:Jl"?.?~ 
132nd ASHC HELPS VvlTH 
INTERNATIONAL RELATICl\JS 

CHU LAI, RVN, 132nd l..SHC-IO 
In K:i.y of 1968, a new unit, the 

132nd Assault Sui:-port He:i..~ .. r."'ry!-.~:::- Co~­
pany arrived in Chu Lai. I.ending"'.~1."! 
cor.ied support to the ground c0ranc'U1der 
in the central I c~rps Tactical Zone 
..-~re:.1., the "Hercules" Chinooks soon 
(;';:>.rned their praise. The uzd.t 's in­
pressive perforn.~nce showed it to be 
well-suited for an assignt!ent which 
would be the highlight of 1968. 

Moving a buJJ.do ~er is not an unusual 
t.· .sk for A. "Chinook'" heavy du~.y hcli­
CL'pter, but in .this instance the buJJ..:.. 
.:'. )zor wn.s located in Surat Th:1ni, 
Th'1il!'.rxl nnd the perSl'.>n recr1e sting the 
:-::we was the King_ of Th~iland. 

The missinn could not be planned 
fr"1r., only a logistical npnro~ch; there 

" r:iore involved. /1n opportunity to 
· ·u.:;.~ther diplom-i.tic reli"ltions betwean 
'M1nil,(\J'lrl nnd tho United St.ntes, the 
1ircrnft crew cenbers were cliosen for 
their professi">nnlism,; they woi..-:..1d re­
present the Army nn:t their cout.tty. 

Selected as crew were · CWJ E:!J.ly 
St~fford, a.ircmft co!i1!1ancler ,Colwili~s, 
G::i.., CW4 Robert Me:"'kle, pilot, Colu::i­
bus, Ga., SP5 Mike .Deraing; fii~l:t eng­
ineer,· Bimingh~.M, Ala., 51'5 · :C::J:e 
Borque, Beiweck, Me., and SP4 Tom 
Grillo, FairLi.wn, N.J~ 

On Set>t • .30, the c:c<;w :.~.rt Ch~ L'.:.1 
enrout'e to Ubon, Th~ilancl4 1~ft.'3r 
reaching the L'.lotian border, the 11HFJr­
c.ules11 CH-47B W3.S picked up on rncar 
".nd escorted a.cross L'.los by fighter 
jets to assure safe p..i.ssage. 

The "Hez"cules" crew arrived at Bang­
kok where they were met by United Stat­
es officials. In n briefing heA.ded by 
Brign.dier Generol Baer, Milit~rr Assi­
st-1Ilce Com..'lnd, Thail.-ind Chief of Stn.fl' 
Colnnel Ga~.ncr pointed out the ir.lpor­
trm ce nnd the political implic~tionsof 
the success of the t:d.ssion. Protoc.'ll 
in the presence of the King and Queen of' 
·:'!-::.\iln.rrl wns discussed. 

On Oct. 3rd the aircraft ·flew to 
_: .t Tb.'\ni.. The bulldozer, n gift 

':-._: the village of Phra Sor.mg fror:i the 
King nnd Queen; wns hauled some fifty 
n-::uticn.1 miles, and on completion of 
the lift, the crew wns greeted by the 
vill::.ge nnd received the person..i.l. 
grP.titude of the King and Queen. E~ch 
nornber of the crew Wl\S given a girt by 
th.a King a.s :i. token of his apprecict­
ion. 

It W'\S Q. job well d'lne ~nd o. nernor­
~ble ovent in the history of a young 
hri.rd W)rking 132nd Assault Support Hel­
icopter Compci.ny. 

* * * 

l!.A:i.1CI! 4, 1969 

i76 AHC BIRTHDAY 
CHU Ll~I, RVN, 176th AFC~IO 

Happy birthday to tho "Minutemen" 
of +. h::: ;, ?6 ~-~1 ~·-<:~!?.ult Helicopter Comµ-:-""lF! 

Feb. 8, l 9·S9. the J 7;:.+ h C':t-J..-::::::·"lted 
its secon .. i rm~i7srsary 1n 'T:·_.,1;1::1.:a. and 
d1:.r ing the twn-?e<i.r pcz·io<i ha3 btd.lt 
nn e~cc;:;ller,t reputntion as an aviation 
cor:ro.-:u1y. 

The 1761:.h .l\.srmult Hel:tcot>ter Comp.i.ny 
~rrivod irl-COUI~t.ry on ff";b. ~, .t. 9 6 7 
at.· Tuy Hoa ldr Force Base nnC. ~.s ir.!­
nediately tra.nsPorted five t'.' .. D.ns soti:h 
to it.a ·new hoca nt Phu Hl6p. Once 
settled,t.he r.'.e:n who were to ·c.e ~··h".>pper 
crcwme~~:>ers begP..n n ving w.i.i:.:1 othor. 
compi:».nies of the !Li.th Cn:r.!b'~.t J,lfi.'\,.ti,·>n 
B!'.tt.:ilion which pro~.ed t!•e _irrntruct.:. 
bn in planning nirrn1:1H,e· assaults, 
and aeri~l !P!nTlery·tact..i.1:s;. 

On M .. :. r•-: h 8 .• l 96 7, Li.eut ~m.nt Colonel 
'Har:y Mr.TJ.'\niel :i.ad the "H!n;.r::.-3oen" ".'n 
their fii'st co!':'t?..t assr.ult _ • .'.'.n.('I. by l-l.?..r. 
25, 1961, the l 76th . l>ll' ::.l.1r'm ZWO 
sor~ies: '1Ver 6C:O C'lt:ib.~.t hom·s, '.l.nd. 
W'lS de ~l;i:red o~r2.ticnr.1...'"!.1·.r ra~G.y. 

The fl!'st oper<~tbn wns Bnr.k Y.r?. II, 
in whir.h !:.he 111·iir1u.tt.ncn" supryJr;ed the 
9th Rcpiiclic of Koraa '~fo·t°t.c __., ·F.orse" 
Infantry J:b::t~:.on, :in:l thon .. ,.,n_ t0 Op­
er-?..~·.i')n 0,ia:Lyo and t.l-t: Cr.iJ:'...t~:1_ it.l'\K 
Infa .. -it:cy- Db·i :;.! 0n. Dnr:Lnr, t~d :; op•.: ~:1.t­
ti')n the "lF,iilG.tene:n n-:-.1-r.i'.:'=: (~. i.i.va fs.:l'nn 
m ~L1.t0rs d.r.,; f&".ili:i1· ~.~f;rl ~.:.her.t l-rith 
the co:-:plc·~·::i.t:!.es of ail.'&Iiob:ile assault 
techniques. 

Next c1.ne the 101 st .".:i::---borne Di vis­
inn and Opertbn Mn.lhe;.:.- :L.r~ when ·t.he 
comp~y was ncved t.o I>1c Pho. Upon 
the successful cor:ipletion of Mllhe!.:.r 
II the 11MinuteDen" heli-liftod tne 
lOlst to the nrrnnta.ins and river val­
leys ~st of Quang Ngai in oper,.,,,t.icn 
Hood River. 

Followir.g the colrlt'leti"n of ~·~,,d 
Rt ver, the 176th Avi "'.ti on Cor~.>'\;Jy beg~n 
Operation Benton and· ag:.in were :·1ovcc, 
this tine to Chu L-'\i, the he.n.dq_a.:?.:ters 
,,r Task Force Oregon. Aftvr nper1.tion 
Benton it wns b'lck tD Due Pho for.the 
176th and 6perations Raid and Cook. 

In lnte Nover.lber 1967 the lOlst ~s 
withdrnwn · fror.i the field and mved t~­
Phnn Rang, but this time with"ut the 
l 76th. The old lOlst aren W'\8 taken 
ov~r·bv the 19Bth Light Infantry Bri­
gnc1e, which had recently arrived in­
countr,y, am the ''Minutemen" were to 
support the new brig~de, now part -,r 
the Anerical Division. 

In all, the "Minuter.ten" of the l 76th 
h:we hrld an exciting two years in Viet­
n'U:l ruxt h\ve h!!.d the privilege of W'.>rk-
1.ng with two accomplished divisions in 
thf, U :=1~ 1.~r 



FROM~--------
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