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VIO SLD NEWS I8 BRIEF

VATI AI? CITV - THE VATICAK HAS SET UP NEW GUIDELINES FCL PE{S“‘IS WISHING TO

T AN AT THE RCMAR CATIOLIC EDLIGTOUS QIDE:S THE LCUGHGUT B ). LDe  INe
f‘EA;Jle.J. NS DESTLNTIS T CUATE OF YOURS MEOPLD ANT TEFTIR MATURITYTO
GA D008 2. u""'-"_,u. TEE LZW GUIDBLTHOD, CAMDIDATEI PO THE RCMAN CATH-

ENTS T :
QLIS \...L.I-.CL‘I A:d ASKED T9 SFIID Ur T 13 YEA“% T0 ZLEPAIE W0k HELIGIOUS OF-
DEI5 FATHER THAK THE NOW .EQUILED 1 Tn 3 YE}‘.I.:.

WASHINGTON - ANOTHEL TOP LEVEL IECTIFG AT THE WHITE HOUSE TODAY. PRESIDENT
NIXON DEVOTED THE ENTI: E DAY T MEETING !ITH Til¥ <47 VAL SECULITY COUNCIL

WITH THE TOPIC BEING THE :IDDLT EAST. THE :E3UiT3 ©F 70 HIZETING BETWEEN THE
PRESIDENT AND HIS .-TOP MILITARY ADVISONS WEIE NOT AXW-UGUCKD, FROM THE PRES -
IDENT!S PAST 3STATEMENTS ON THE MIDDLE EAST, IT IS FECOGNIZED THAT HE CONSI-
DEES IT A POQTENTIALLY EXPLOSIVE A’EA AND HE FFEIS THE UNITED STATES .SHOULD
TAYE A ¥ IE ACTIVE I{LE AS PEACEKEEPER I THE 1EGINN.

BAGHDAD ~IRAQ SAYS IT MAY HANG MOTE SPIFS IN RAGHDAD AND DEFIES ANYONE 1IN

THE "OFLD T ST"P IT. THE IFAQI GOVELNMENT IS MOT ONLY ANGEY AT WORLD OPIN-
INN, BUT ITS ATAB NEIGHBNIS TR0, WHN CPITICIZED THE HANGINGS OF 14 SPIFS LAST
WEEK. : :

LOS' ANGELES - FEDEFAL OFFICIALS IN SOUTHREN CALIFNRNIA HAVE TODAY NFDERED A
HALT IN THE USE OF CHEMICALS HCW BEING USED Tr PFEVENT THE SPREAD F AN OIL

- SLICK FFCM A LEAKING WELL OFF SHCFE., ALTHCUGH THE SLICK IS SLOWING DCWN,IT
- I3 JUST FIVE MILES CFF SHO!E AND STILL THPEATENS BELCHFS. BUT OFFICIALSSAY

THAT THE OIL-BFEAKING CHEMICALS MUST NCT “E USED BECA(SE IT'S A THFEAT TO
MARINE LIFE IN SCUTHERN CALIFORMIA.

NORTHERN IFELAND - PROTESTANTS DEMCNSTIATLD .IN NOLTHELF ILELAND THIS MORNING
IALLYING FOE THE 1EPLACMENT OF CLAIENCE O'WBIL A4S Pi-;IME MINISTEi. OF NOITHELN
TiELAND. ANY FURT ER DEMCUSTILATIHS AL R FE& ED TQ HAVE AN EFFECT ON IELAT -
ICRS BETWEEN IIELAWD AYD THED :437 OF ¢ FAT BuITALI. .
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CTC BROWN NGW
CO AT 123rd BN

CHU LAI, RVN, 123rd AB-IO

In ceremonies conducted Jan. 22,
1969 at Ky Ha Helipad, Chu Lai, R V N,
Lieutenant Colonel Raymond V. Browm,
San Antonio, Tex., officially assumed
command of the 123rd Aviation Battal-
ion, 16th Combat Aviation Group. Out-
going battalion chief, LTC John Brand-
enterg, now Commanding Officer of the
3rd Battalion of the 21st Infantry ,
196th Light Infantry Brigade, passed
the battalion colors to 16th CAG com-
mander Colorel Hanz K. Druener, who
passed tham to LTC Brown.

Among special: guests reviewing the
change of command, was Major General
Charles M, Gettys, Americal Division
commanding general.

LTC Brown arrived in-country Decem-
ber &; 1963, and served as Assistant
Americal Division Aviation Officer be-
fore assuming command of the 123rd
Battalion, In CONUS, he was assigned
as Chief, Flight Training _and Branch

Evaluation Division, Office of the Dir-

ector of Instruction,Fort Rucker, Ala,

It's a second tour in Vietnam for
the new CO; the first one was with
the I Field Force in the II Corps Tac-
tical Zone,

Among LTC Brown's awards are the
Bronze Star, Air Medal, and the senior
aviator badge. He is a graduate of the
Command and General Staff College
Fort Leavenworth, Kans.

-THE FALCON

THE FALCON utilizes AFRTS and AFVNnews
sources., Views and opinions expressed
in this publicationare not necessarily
those.of the U. S, Department of the
Army, THE FALCON is an authorized bi-
weekly Army publication, released by
the 16th Combat Aviation Group Infor-
mation Office, Chu Lai, RVN, APO SF
96374. The editor reserves the right
to edit all contributions to the FALCOR,
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 Information Officer-
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"be of any assistance.

Peliccm [Kescues Pilot

CHU LAI, RVH, "A" Co,-IO

For the men who fly "A" Company,
123rd Aviation Battalion's UH-1 "Hueys,"
most of the days seem to go by in an
endless, boring and many times thank-
less job of hauling tons of supplies
to the outlying fire bases, reconning
the roads to check for mines and booby
traps, and transporting the Americal
Division general staff to different
parts of the area of operation,

Occasionally the situation arises,
however, when long hours of training
and snap judgement must be utilized.

"Pelican 737" was returning from
the wmorning highway reconnaissance
mission in the area of Duc Pho, Flying
"737" about 10 miles southwest of Chu
Lai,aircraft commander WOl John Elwell,
Fort Lauderdale, Fla.,heard a distress
cell on the'guard" emergency frequency
of his radio,

An Air Force F-100 pilot had been
trying to make it back to Chu Lai in
his crippled jet, but at the last min-
ute had elected to eject in to the ocean
rather than attempt to 1land his air-
craft,

Turning toward the ocean Mr, Elwell
continued to monitor the transmissions
of the downed pilot and contacted the
Air Force wingman asking if he could
The reply was
"veg", and with a "most affirm," "737"
sped to the rescue,

The "Pelican' crew approached ocean
shore and pilot Lieutenant Scott Dun-
can, Huntington Beach, Calif.,observed
the crippled F-100, "The jet plowed
out of the sky in what appeared to be
a gun-run," said Lt, Duncan, "however,
rather than pulling out at the bottom
it continued dowm into the sea."

“Kpproximately three minutes later
Mr, Elwell spotted the parachute of
the downed aviator going into the ocean
about three miles from the Chu Lai
coest, _

The aircraft commander maneuvered
the "Huey" into position and let the
chopper's skids dowun into the water.
As he did this, crew chief SP4 Richard
Melcher, of Portland, Ore., and Lieu-
tenant Colonel Matthew Hoey, San An-
tonio, Tex., from the 26th Engineer Ba-
ttalion, the mission commander, slid
out of the chopper door on to its skids
and helped the Air Force pilot into
the passenger compartment. (Cont.Pg 7)
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CHU LAI, RVN, 16th CAG-IO
Nineteen hundred - sixty-eight was a
year. with results for the 16th Combat
Aviation Group as is evidented by the
following statistics for the 365-day
period:
flying hours - 199, 517
sorties flown - 525 715
tons of cargo hauled - 121,086
combat passengers transported-
855,013
tonnage of recovered aircraft and
approximate savings- 609.6 tons at
a savings of 142,5 million dollars.
enemy killed.din-action - 4,168
sampans destroyed - 1,495
structures destroyed - 8,321
awards Bronze Star or higher given-
: 419
awards given below Bronze Star-
4,796
According "to Lieutenant Colonel
James G, Humphrys, Executive Officer
of the 16th CAG "Falcon Gro-
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l6TH CAG SCORES IN'68

During the Spring, the 308th "Black
" Adler"™ Combat Aviation Battalion was
attached and subsequently detached to
become part of the 10lst Airborne- Div-
ision. Both attachment and détachment
were accomplished without interfaring

with the operational capability of the
unit.

MOST SIGNIFICANT ACHIEVEMENT

"For the Group headquarters, the
recent move from DaNang to Chu Lai,and
attachment to the Americal Division
vas a challenge well met," said LTC
Humphrys, "and the headquarters was
operational in the new location two
weeks after the order to move., This
was probably the biggest, single ac-
complishment of the year for the head-
quarters compeny, since it involved

the detachment of the 212th Combat
A (Cont'd. noxt page)

up" 1968 brought several ma-
jor achievements for the un-
it to include its actual or-
ganization beginning Dee., ’
1967, A |

The Group was responsible-
for providing Army aviation
support throughout the First
Corps Tactical Zone and had
assigned to it all non-divi- |
sional Army aviation unitsin |
I Corps. : :

The varied support requir-.
ements the 16th CAG maintain-
ed necessitated liaison offi-
cers be stationed at three
major headquarters; Third Ma-
rine Amphibious Force, First
Marine Air Wing,and the First
(ARVN) Corps. In additionm,
Groyp units operated . under
the control of five major
headquarters. While yorking
with and sctisfying the nedls
of these many organizations,
the "Falcon Group'"maintained
efficient operation through-
out 1968,

Its first severe test came
during the 1968 TET offens -
ive when Group units were en-
gaged in heavy combat through-
out I Corps, including t'h e
Demilitarized Zone, Hue, Da- °

Ngn‘g? .a.md‘Quang Ngai City. L PiLL AGA‘N L.

'HE'S EITHER PRACTICING FOR THr:
TRACK. TEAM..OR 1S THAT MALARIA
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I6th CAG Scores(Coni)

Support Aviation Battalion, and the
attachment of the 123rd Aviation Bat-

talion and thé 335th Transportation
Company," =~ ...

The executive officer noted during

1968 that units of the "Falcon Group"
reaffirmed that the helicopter gunship
is the most versatile support weapon
available to the infantryman,

"We also proved on. the IMZ that the
0-1 "Bird Dog" observation planecen
survive and operate in-a medium-hostile
environment in spite of the fairly
sophisticated anti-aircraft weapons
used by the eremy," '

The eighth year of combat for U.S,
forces in Vietnam has brought about a
keener realization by ground units of
the caspabilities of the Army aviation
unit, and they're now planning their
operations accordingly, noted LTC
Humphrys. In addition to the UHL
"Huey, " the- CH-47 “Chinook" heavy duty
helicopter has gained wider acceptance-
in 1968,

PROSPEQTS FOR 1969

Prospecting into 1969, LIC Humphrys“

¢ommented -he would like to see profes-
sionalism strived for by all men in
;the 16th Group,

. He said, "Professionalism can be
‘divided into two parts, ability and
‘attitude,and all soldiers possess both
of these..‘It's the process of appli-

. catioh, that in time, closes the gap

-~

TR - 34 -2

from just "doing a job":-to a sense of
professionalism,. -
pride for what each man is doing, is
probably the most importent ingredient,"

The Group will make history in 1969,
when the unit will test the operational
and logistical integration of an avia-
tion,group "with a standard ROAD (Re-

organization of the Army Division) Di- °

vision. It is hoped to realize groater
tactical responsiveness, as well as in-
creased aircraft availablllty and sup-
pert. :
The X0 noted the 16th Group hes a
:greatly improved capability over this
time last year. "Our aircraft are in
better shape, and our tactical posture
is much better," he stated.

1

of whlich personal .

"Our situation has 1mprovod along -

with the rest of the Army .in Vietnam

..and we can count on good results in,

“the event of-nnethax_enemv attempt
mount an offensive,"
# #

to

— -
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SL\VE YOURSELF
o ROM S UNBURN:.

Major David Gre
Everyone is looking forward toa
nice, long sunny summer at the exotic
resort spot of Chu Lai by-the-sea. The

- sigzling temperatures will be a2 wel-

come change after those 1long winter-
months,

One of the more popular pastimes is
to change from fatigues to swim trunks
cnd head for the beach. Unfortunately,
with the temperatures ronging into the
nineties-plus, and the humidity rang-
ing upward from eighty per cent, the
effects upon you and = your skin can be
dangerous. -

" The intelligent approach is to: take
your sun in small doses. This is most
applicable to those persons -~lucky
enough to get an afternoon off. '

The temptation is to get out there
and ‘''soak-up those rays." This is
exactly what happens in very short
order. If you are not already "tanned"
and fail to utilize some method of sun

- protection, about one heur of basking

in the sun will produce first degree
burns.,
" Those persons with lighter skin,
especially red-headed persons,may even
get second degree burns. This could
rosult in:your disability and can be-’
come a problem,

Did you know that sunburn and other

-, heat injuries such as heatcramps, heat
" exhaustion and sun strokes are usually
- found to ‘be NOT in the line of duty be-

cause you have failed to take prevent-
ative measures? A

In addition to +the pain from the
burn, it means that you are liable for
the cost of the hospitalization and
medicings required for your treatment.
The, time you love from duty is so-cal-

led'bad ;time" which means that you owe

tlie Army an extra day for every day of
duty migsed as a result of the sunburn.
- One final goodie is that you are
subject to disciplinary action under
the Uniform Code of Military Justice,

A suntan takes TIME, Don't be foal-
ed by overcast skies, Unless there is
a heavy cloud layer, the ultra-violet
rays filter through and will burn you
just as badly as on a sunny day.

Dori't forget to take along some
type of sunten lotion, The brand is

. immaterial, even baby oil is quite ef-

fective, Also, drink plenty of water-

. based 1liquids such as water and soda
tpops ‘and take two 8salt tablets per

.guart’ of liquid or three cans of so-
da pop. This will insure against heat
crenps or heat exhaustion.,




COMPUTER CORNER

ON_SPORTS
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: * By Bud Goode
College football had a number of.

upsets this year. But three of them
decided the fate of the Big 10, and
ultimately,the Rose Bowl Champlonshlp.
The 1nteresting thing about coliege
upsets, is that they prove out the
findings of our electronic sports com-
puter. After pouring three seasons of
odllege football game stats into the
Computer Communications, Inc., sports
analyzer, we found a handful  of stat-
istics which separated winners from
losers. But most important were--yards
gained rushing,and passes intercepted,

The following teble shows the three
upsets and the Rose Bowl statisties on
these important measures:

TEAM Rushing Passing -~Inter- FPts.
Yards Yards ceptions

PURDUE 220 259 -1 37
NOTRE .

DAME 147 307 3 22
OHIO

STATE 333 78 0 13
PURIUE 57 129 2 0
MICHIGAN

STATE 154 93 0 21
NOTRE ’

_DAME 131 312 1 17
OHIO . )

STATE 260 101 0 27
USG 177 © 189 2 16

In all of the upsets  1listed, the
winning team had more yards gained
rushing than the loser--and tho loser
had mére yards in the air., Although
the Purdue team had demonstrated e
strong passing attack before they play-
ed ‘Notre Dame, and the Irish had a
strong running game--Ara's boys were
upset by the Boilermaker's ability to
run through the line.

Woody Hayes' Buckeyes came into the
season with a hidden flush--one of the
grentest running attacks football has
seen, They averaged over 300 yards per
game on the ground--and upset Purdue
and defeated USC in the Rose Bowl (by
a score no one predicted). Moral:
College football is a2 running game-—-
and yards on the ground mean points on
the scoreboard,

* 3 2% *

-----------
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SHOR T
TIMER'S
QU I Z

1. How mcny enimclc of cach” fpecics
did Moses take.aboard the Ark with him
before the great flood?

2, John Jones and his girlfriend vent
to a horse race, As the horses sped
around the oval track, the girl re-
marked, "I'm getting confused trying
to watch all the horses at-once, so I
think I'11 ‘just watch the one whose joc:-
key is wvearing pink, ‘thy I can't
even tell how many horses are in this
race." "I just counted them,® scid
John "and I noticed that thc number is
the total of one-third of the horses
in front of the pink horse, plus three-
fourths of those behind it."
How many horses were in the race:

LESLIE BIANCHINI$
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S SO SMOOOTH

BY SPS JtRRV HARRI S

She must be the sexiest thing th
Army possesses. At first glance she's
uzgly; a weather-worn face, badly in
need of makeup, and clumsy to boot.
She boasts measurements of 58'-41'-52",
and her name is Otter!

Otter a weird name for a "her?"

With measurements of 58 feet (wing~-

span), 41 feet (boedy length), and 52
inches (body width), Otter is an air-
plane, but what an airplane!

Once inside the aircraft and seated
the first question that comes to mind
is, "Will it really fly?"

With only a single engine of 600
breke horsepower, it is supposed to
reliably carry 10 persons plus some
luggage or up to 2000 pounds cargo,
and soaks-up only 130 gallons per hour
acéomplishing the job!

All systems 'Yge" and pilot Ci4
Charlie Hooks, Montgomery, Ala., and
co-pilot Captain Billy Sorrells,Atkins,
Ark,., start the engine., With a great
cloud of smoke the powerhouse is revved
up; there is a deafening noise that

prevails, and the passengers look zt

each other as if to say, "you must be
kidding,"

Otter taxies to the beginning of
the runway and the motor is revved up
again to what seems full throttle.
There's a great noise and vibration--
ready to take-off. But alas, no take-
off, the plene seems to only vibrantly
shake off the morning dav.

The 600 horser is accelerated once
again and this time Otter jaunts for-
ward, = slowly, -but with enthusiasm,
Galning speed, gaining speed.......the
passengers grip their safety belts....
Qbter :isn't off the ground yet;
then suddenly the gigantic, -oversized
wings seem to swallow a gulp of air
and up, up, and away! :

Otter, sometimes formally called
Ul-A, gains elevation smoothly,slowly,
kind of lofting in the air. It can't
help but be noticed how most of the
aircraft's contrbvls seem to be manual-
ly operated rather than automatically
or electroniecally, The crew are pul-
ling levers and turning knobs cons-
tantly.

The flight is from Chu Lai to Vung
Tau, about four hours traveling time.
Otter has been in the air only five
minutea and she's making such deafening
noises. One _Passenger aboard the craft,
16th Combat _Aviation Group surgeon,

Dog" (Major) David Greer, Henrietta,
Tex., as if he could read minds, broke
out an extra set of earplugs for’ some-
one else to use. 4h yes an experienc-
ed Otter man.

All agreed, it's a noisey plane al-
right, but smeoth, Sort of like the
story of the ugly duokling, except the
plane stays ugly.

As Otter flies along the Vietnam

- coast, and looking -out the window, it

seems the plane isn't even moving--it®e
so smooooooth, In fact, the scenery
isn't moving, However,assurances come
from Otter's first love, her crewchief
Specialist Four Glenn Van Patten, Chi-
cago, Ill,, that we. are moving ata top
notch speed of 90 knots.

One hour into the journey and g¢very-
one is asleep, save the crew. The
noise has soaked through and nobody
cares about vibration either; Otter
rides the air so smoothly.

About half-way to Vung Tau, everyone
is ready te come down. The noise is
restless, most person's posterioras and
limbs are getting stiff or sore, But
Otter is still flying so smooth; she's
flying to Vung Taul Confidence.

The airecraft confidence seems s o
strong it spreads to - everyone aboard.

" They muet -think, "How can en airplane,

that flies as nice esOtter ever fail?"
In fact, confidence appears so preva-
lent with this craft, even crewchief
Van Patten looks bored.

The end of the fourth hour of cont-
inuous flight, destination is nearing,
apd all aboard seem to come out of a
psuedo-coma. Seat belts are fastened
and sighs of relief are evident.

A landing approach is being made
and suddenly the engine noise cuts.
No, it can't., What about:- that confi-
dence?

Turns out the pilot only cut the
throttle down. Standerd operating-
procedure with the Otter says pilot
Hooks, With some apprehension, all
watch Otter drift down at a steep des~
cent, and just as the plane meets the
ground, it levels out and makes an
oh-go-smooth landing,

Otter confidence returned.

SEND THE
FALCON HOME

-
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CHANGE OF COMMARND
AT THE I75th

MINUTEMAN PAD, 176th AHC-IO

Major Ronald C, Metcalf, Hickory,
N. C., took command of the 176th As-
sault Helicopter Company on Jan. 14,.
1969 during a brief Tuesday morning
ceremony held on the 176th maintenance
ramp.,

‘Major Metcalf assumed his new com-~
mand after serving five months as the
essistant operations officer of t'h ¢
16th Combat Aviation Group., This is
his second tour in Vietnam, havihg
served vith the 1st of the 9th CAV,
1st Air Cavalry Division during 1966~

1967.

‘During his 13 years in the Army
Major Metcalf has served in Korea,
Europe and Vietnam, as well as the
United States. He entered the service
during the Korean confliet, but got
out in 1954 to attend college. He

graduated ftrom Wofford College, Spart.-

anburg, S. C., with a Bachelor of Arts
in psychology in 1959, re-entered the

-Army,end has served continuously sinoce,

‘The new CO took commend from Major
Richard G. Adamski, who wes recssigned
to!Ft. Carson, Colo. -

Lieutenant Colonel Lobert E, Wilson,
14th Combat Aviation Battalion Comman-
der, participated in the ceremony,:hile
LTC Charles A, Klopp, who recently re-
linquished the Battalion commander!'s
slot to become Group operations offic-
er, watched with a group of officers ro-
presenting the 16th Group and the 14tk
Battalion,

WEEK'S WEATHER

Skies will be mostly cloudy to claxy

with occasional light rain. Winds will

be nortnerly at. 10-15 knots changing
to northeasterly at mid-week. The tem~
peratures will range from highs of 76-
32 degrees to lows of 64~70. The hum-
idity will be from 70-100 per centesee
Visibility will be 5~7 miles except

for 1.-2 milas in showery or foggy aress,

(PELICAN RESCUE CONT'D FROM PG 2)

"The whole rescue operation was
speedy and efficient, taking only five
ninutes," stated Duncan, "and this was
mostly due to Mr. Elwell's good control,
touch and celm appraisal of what coulc
have been a pretty difficult situation.”

After he was rescued, the F-100 pi-
lot was taken to the 312th Medivac
Hospital and wes found to have received
no injuries. He was 1later flown back

NEW DENTAL BENEFITS
FOR VETS

A new policy on dental care adopted
by the Veterans Administration in mid-
December will extend treestment to Viet-
nam era veterans on:)s. more liber=l
basis,

VA for soue tlue has provided treat-
rnent for dental conditions that origi-
nated or were aggravated during nilit-
ary service if supporting nilitary re-
cords were subnitted ond if application
was nade during the first year after
release fron service.

UInder VA's new policy, dental treat-
nent naybe provided without supporting
nilitary records, if .-it is determined
within eight months after release fronm
service that the condition is ssrvice-
connected.

The veteran rmst nake his applicat-
ion within the first six rionths after
release from service and has the addi-
tional two months to have the condition
verified professionally.

The VA said that to qualify, the
veteran nust have served on active
duty six nonths or more.

Dr, J. J. Hiniker, VA's director
for dentistry, said the new policy is
expected to extend dental care to vet-
erans who developed conditions during
nilitary service that were not entered

in their records.

ANSUERS TO SHOLT TRE:'S (UI%
1, lioses took no enimels at =11 since
he had no A¥k, HNoah took quite & few,

2. There were thirteen horses in the
race, ©Since the track is ~ continuous
oval, each other horse is both in ffont
of and behind the one witi the jockey
in pink, One-third of twvelve— four
plus  three~fourths of twelve—-nine-
equals thirteen,

W\ fuousr Yo 90 Y wmmlmmf”_.

to his base in Phu Cat.
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